
T h e  Si len~ A r m y .  

Along  the  A v e n u e  o f ' F a m e ~ b u i l ~ e d  to 
honor  t h e m ~  

So pure ,  o rna te ,  and  yet ,  so s tmple  in 
i ts  m a j e s t y  

Tha t ,  i n s t i nc t t i ve ly ,  one could  bu t  
feel  

F o r  such  a se t t ing ,  r a re  m u s t  t he  Jewel  
be; 

W h i l e  ye t  the  sun  was  h igh  o ' e rhead ,  
G l in t ing  wi th  i ts  r ays  the  b u r n i s h e d  

s teel ;  
E r e w h i l e  the  t h o u s a n d s  l ined the  w a y  
W h o s e  e v e r y  voice r a n g  ou t  a we l com-  

ing, 
I s aw  t h e m  pass ;  a g lo r ious  pagean t -  

r y .  

Glms t s?  Aye,  ~pecti 'es they ;  
s o m e  in rags,  w i th  t a t t e r e d  flags 
Cher i shed ,  and fo l lowed,  in m a n y  ' a  

f ray,  ~ 
W i t h  muffled d rum,  see how they  

come  ! 
A r m e d  cap-a-p ie ,  wi th  m u s k e t ,  and  

sahre ,  
" 'Chosts  of the  R e d - h a n d  f rom over  

the  bo rde r . "  
Dea th less  heroes .  Do ye seek  a 

n a n l e  ? 

M a y h a p  ' t is ' sc r ibed  on the  roll of 
fame.  

Or m a y h a p ,  t h e y  s leep b e n e a t h  some  
stolle 

W h e r e o n  is g r a v e d - - a  ho]y l e g e n d ~  
" U n k n  own."  

Les~ in the  maze  of  the  w a r - - b l a s t e d  
t rack ,  

Some  are  " T h e  Boys  w h o  did no t  
come  back ."  

See! H o w  t h e y  go cha rg ing :  
To the  t r u m p e t ' s  shr i l l  sound ing ,  

The  d e e p - m o u t h e d  guns  pound ing ,  
Up, up;  now,  a w a y !  

Now,  s h a t t e r e d  and  b roken ,  sp r ead ing  
d ismay.  

M u s k e t r y  f lashing;  s a b r e s  s lash ing ,  
Wieh ted  by  ldya[ hands ,  h e a r t s  ever  

t rue :  
H a r k !  Now,  the  sho t  and  Shell; 
W i d e  ope the  ga t e s  of  h e l l - -  

The  h e l l  of  w a r ' s  pass ion ;  
S e e t h i n g  and  su rg ing ,  w r i t h i n g  and  

t u r m n g  
Until ,  a t  last ,  the  "Old F l a g "  t r i u m -  

p h a n t ;  
Ii~orgotten the  cosL then,  in such  glo-  

r i o u s  vision.  

Spcc t r e s  f rom Spec t re land .  S h a d o w y  
p h a n t o m s  

B o o t e d  and  spur red ,  and  r id ing  apace ;  
Ca rb ine s  uns l ing ing ,  bug le  b l a s t s  

r lng ing ;  
M u s k e t e e r s ;  c annonee r s ,  g ive  t h e m  

a place. 
T h e  p r i son  pen opens.  T h o u s a n d s  on 

t h o u s a n d s ,  
~Iol low-eyed,  f a m i n e  crazed.  God! 

w h a t  a s tght .  
Were  t h e y  f rom a m o n g  u s ~ t h e s e  ta t -  

t e r d e m a l i o n s ?  
gun t h e s e  be ou r  boys ,  w e n t  fo r th  in 

the i r  m i g h t ?  
So ld i e r s ?  H e r o e s ?  These ,  in r a g s ?  
Glor i f ied r a g s !  and  h a l l o w e d  flags. 

S p e c t r e s  f rom Dead land ,  g h o s t s  of  t he  
r edhand ,  

(~hosts of the  r e , h a n d  f r o m  over  the  
border .  

W h o  could  no t  h o n o r  t h e m ?  
W h o  w o u l d  no~. chee r  for  t h e m ?  
Who dares n o w  ~o g lbe  a t  them 

P a s s i n g  a w a y  in t he  shades  of  t he  
n i g h t ?  

- - T h o m a s  M. K e n n y  in B a l t i m o r e  A m -  

D'ot So ~ I a n y  D e s e r t i o n s ,  

A W a s h i n g t o n  specia l  to t h ~  Ind ian -  
apol is  N e w s  s ays  that in one of  the bu- 
reaus of the War Department may be 
seen a record of the desertions from 
the army, carefully prel~ared, for a 
g r e a t  m a n y  years .  I t  is made  up b y  

.months .  P e r h a p s  i ts  m o s t  a s ton i sh -  
ing  f e a t u r e  is the  ev idence  it  a f fords  
t h a t  in the  sp r ing  the  so ld ie r ' s  f anc ies  
~urn to t h o u g h t s  of p r i v a t e  life, for  in 
March ,  Apr i l  and May  d e s e r t i o n s  a re  
a t  t he i r  h ight .  V e r y  few men  dese r t  
in N o v e m b e r  or  D e c e m b e r ,  and  the  
s u m m e r  as a w h o l e  is m u c h  m o r e  fa- 
v o r a b l e  to d e s e r t i o n s  than  the  win te r .  
C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y .  i~ is a l w a y s  eas ie r  to 
s e c u r e  e n l i s t m e n t s  in the  a u t u m n  
m o n t h s .  Of course  th i s  is exp la ined  
by the  cond i t ion  of  the  l a b o r  m a r k e t ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  ag r i cu l t u r a l  la- 
b o r e r s  who  are, a f t e r  all,  the  g r e a t  
b o d y  of  A m e r i c a n  w o r k i n g m e n .  Re-  
s t r a in t  is m u c h  more  o p p r e s s i v e  in 
s u m m e r  than  iu winter ,  and  the  com-  
p a n i o n s h i p  o~ the  pos t  less  ent ic ing.  
° 'Deser t ions  ~n the  a r m y  n o w  are  n o t h -  
ing  to  w h a t  they  used to be," sa id  a 
~ a r  D e p a r t m e n t  0file;a]. " B e f o r e  the  
c ivi l  wa r  I k n e w  one  r e g i m e n t  f rom 
w h i c h  680 men  wen~ ou t  in a s ing le  
m o n t h .  T h a t  is w imt  you  wou ld  call  
go ing  ou t  on s t r ike ,  i n s t ead  of  de- 
s e r t i on ,  aml  in those  days  the  pun i sh -  
m e n t s  were  m u c h  m o r e  s eve re  t h a n  
now.  E v e r y  one  of t hose  men  was  
l i ab le  to have  his head  shaved  and  to 
h a v e  f if ty l a shes  on the  b a r e  back .  
On ly  a smal l  p a r t  of t hose  who  dese r t  
a re  eve r  recovered .  E s c a p e  is com-  
p a r a t i v e l y  easy.  M a n y  r e p e n t  of  the i r  
f o l l y  and  r e a t t a e h  t h e m s e l v e s  to t h e  
se rv ice ,  and so our  f igures as  to "join- 
ed f rom dese r t ion '  a re  c o n s i d e r a b l y  in 
excess  of the  f igures of  t h o s e  w h o  a re  
cap tu r ed .  Dese r t i ons  in the  P h i l i p -  
p ines  a re  much  f ewer  t h a n  a t  a r m y  
p o s t s  in th is  coun t ry .  The  o p p o r t u n -  
i ty  to get  a w a y  is l ~ s .  and the  a l lure-  

i flow Letitia Kept Decoration Day [ 
Let ; t in  c a m e  d o w n  the p a t h  and  in to  

the  r o o m  w i t h  a j oy fu l  l i t t l e  hop, sk ip  
a n d  Jump.  The  r o o m , w a s  smal l  and  
dark,  and  a . p i l e  of b l ack  c lo th  on t he  
t a b l e  s eemed  to m a k e  it da rke r .  L e t i t i a  
s tood  s t i l l  for  a m o m e n t  un t i l  he r  eyes  

less. b e c a m e  a c c u s t o m e d  to t he  g loom b u t  
no t  her  t o n g u e  did no t  have  to wai t .  
the  "Cous in  ' L i z a ? "  she  began .  

l igh  

ser-  
u m -  
1 to  

t o u r  or  n v e  y e a r s  m tile p e n i t e n t i a r y ,  
o r  s i m p l y  d i s h o n o r a b l y  d i scha rged .  
S o m e t i m e s  he  is r e s t o r e d  t o  his  regl-  
m e n t  w i th  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a repr i -  
mand ,  w h e n  t he  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a re  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x t e n u a t i n g . "  

I~a~s leur  o n  G; A. R. W o r k .  

Peor ia ,  II1., was  r e c e n t l y  filled w i t h  
de l ega t e s  and  v i s i t o r s  to the  t h i r t y -  
fifth a n n u a l  e n c a m p m e n t  of the  Il l i-  
nois  D e p a r t m e n t  of the  G r a n d  A r m y  
o f  the  Repub l i c ,  and  t he  a n n u a l  con-  
v e n t i o n s  of five k i n d r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
The  town  v e r i t a b l y  be longed  to the  
men  who wore  the  b r o w n  b u t t o n  and  
to t he i r  w i v e s  and  sons  and  d a u g h t e r s .  
The re  we re  s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  of  a p re -  
l i m i n a r y  na tu r e ,  i nc lud ing  a s e s s ion  of  
the  counci l  of  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  the 
G r a n d  A r m y ,  a t  w h i c h  D e p a r t m e n t  
C o m m a n d e r  L o n g n e c k e r  p res ided .  The  
e x e c u t i v e  b o a r d  of  the  W o m a n ' s  R e l i e f  
Corps  a lso  m e t  and the  Sons  of  Ve t -  
e rans  of I l l ino is  d iv i s ion  opened  the i r  
e n c a m p m e n t .  Camp  Dus t ;n ,  a l i t t le  
c i ty  of tents ,  w a s  opened  a t  s u n r i s e  
and  a t  n i g h t  100 t e n t s  were  occupied .  
The  Sons  w e r e  on dress  parade .  The  
counci l  of t he  lad ies  of the  G. A. R. 
m e t  a t  the N a t i o n a l  H o t e l  and  a t  Odd 
F e l l o w s '  bu i ld ing ,  a r e cep t i on  was  ex- 
t ended  to Com~mander- in-Chief  E. A. 
A l e x a n d e r  and  s taff  of  the  Sons  of 
Ve te rans .  One h u n d r e d  s u r v i v o r s  of  
the  47th r e g i m e n t  of  I l l inois  V o l u n t e e r  
I n f a n t r y  me t  in  r eun ion  in Glen Oak  
P a r k  pavi l ion .  T h e r e  was  a l so  a re- 
un lon  of the  17th I l l inois  Cava l ry .  Six 
t h o u s a n d  peop le  filled the  n e w  Coli-  
seum,  the  occas ion  be lng  a j o i n t  c a m p -  
fire. The  scene  was  one  of sp lendor ,  
and  the  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  v i s i to r s  we re  
g iven  an; o v a t i o n  as t h e y  a p p e a r e d  on 
the  s tage.  C o m m a n d e r  L o n g e n e c k e r  
p res ided .  M a y o r  W l l l i a m  F. B r y a n  
w e l c o m e d  the  y i s i t o r s  to the  ci ty ,  and  
Gen. J o h n  C. B l a c k  r e spond4d  to  the  
we lcome.  S h o r t  a d d r e s s e s  of c o u r t e s y  
were  de l ive red  b y  Mrs. F l o r e n c e  Mc- 
Clel land,  d e p a r t m e n t  p r e s i d e n t  of the  
Lad ie s  of the  G. A. R.;  Colonel  WiN 
liarn E. Hil l ,  c o m m a n d e r  of  the  Il l i-  
no is  d iv is ion ,  Sons  of V e t e r a n s ,  and  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of o t h e r  k i n d r e d  
organizat ions~ C o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f  
R u s s ; c u r  de l i ve r ed  an  address ,  r e v i e w -  
ing tile w o r k  of  t he  Grand  A r m y  and  
p i c t u r i n g  t h e .  b l e s s i n g s  n o w  e n j o y e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r epub l i c  as a r e s u l t  of  
t he  civi l  war .  " T h e  civi l  w a r  has  
m a d e  th is  c o u n t r y  w h a t  i t  is ,"  said  
Russ ; cu r ,  " a n d  t o d a y  the  wor ld  s t a n d s  
a g h a s t  a t  t he  p r o s p e r i t y  and  n e v e r -  
c ea s ing  p r o g r e s s  and  h a p p i n e s s  of th i s  
r e u n i t e d  na t ion ,  we lded  b y  t he  b o n d s  
of  love  and  s p i r i t  of  f r e e d o m . "  

On t h e  : P i c k e t  :Line. 

A L o u i s v i l l e  b o y ,  an officer in the  
Ph i l i pp ines ,  te l l s  a s t o r y  on one  of  his  
b r o t h e r  officers w h i c h  wil l  bea r  r e p e a t -  
ing.  T h e  officer in ques t ion ,  a cap ta in ,  
s t u t t e r s  badly .  H e  had  been  on re-  
c ru i t i ng  d u t y  in t h e  s t a t es ,  and  wh i l e  
a t  his  w o r k  had en l i s t ed  for  his  regi -  
m e n t  a m a n  w h o  s t u t t e r e d  as  b a d l y  as, 
i f  n o t  worse ,  t h a n  the  cap t a in  h imse l f .  
Some  t i m e  la te r  he was  o rde red  b a c k  
to  his  c o m p a n y ,  and  a f ew  days  a f t e r -  
w a r d  was  on d u t y  as officer of  t h e  
day.  As it  happened ,  the  s t u t t e r e r  
t h a t  he  had en l i s t ed  was  w i t h o u t  his  
k n o w l e d g e  p u t  on g u a r d  d u t y  t h a t  
n ight .  W h e n  the  c a p t a i n  w e n t  a r o u n d  
to i n spec t  t he  gua rd  he came  to  t he  
n e w  s e n t r y  and  w a s  cha l l enged .  " H u h -  
h u h - h - h a l t ,  w h o - w h o - w h o  c -c -comes  
t h e r e  ?" The  c a p t a i n  a n s w e r e d :  
"O-o-o -o f -o f - f -o f - f i ce r  of  the  d id -dad-  
day . "  T h e n  the  s e n t r y  sa id :  " A - a - a -  
advance ,  of - f -of -of -of f icer  of the  d-d-  
day,  to  b - b i b - b a b - b e  r ecogn ized . "  B y  
th i s  t ime  the  c a p t a i n  w a s  mad  all  ove r  
fo r  he  t h o u g h t  t he  m a n  was  m o c k i n g  
him.  He  did n o t  k n o w  the  r ec ru i t ,  al-  
t h o u g h  the  r e c r u i t  k n e w  him. T~he 
c a p t a i n  w e n t  b o u n c i n g  up to  t h e  sen-  
t r y  and  ye l l ed  a t  h im:  " . W - w - w h - w h -  
w h a t  d - d - d - d ~ n  f- fool  en l i s ted  y - y - y u -  
y u - y o u ? "  and the  s e n t r y  sa id:  "Y-y- 
y u - y u - y o u  did, s i r . " ~ L o u i s v l l [ e  Cour-  
ier  J o u r n a l .  

l l a d  S o l d i e r l y  F o r t i t u d e ,  

C o m m e n t i n g  on the  r e c e n t  dea th  a t  
F o r t  She r idan  of  A b r a h a m  H a a r s c h e r ,  
a so ld ie r  in the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  a r m y ,  
one  of the  c o m m a n d i n g  officers s a y s  he  
was  in a w a y  a r e m a r k a b l e  man.  B o r n  
in  Alsace ,  a f t e r  t he  F r a n c e - P r u s s i a n  
war ,  he c a m e  to A m e r i c a  and  en l i s t ed  
in the  a r m y .  One n i g h t  a t  a far  n o r t h -  
w e s t e r n  g a r r i s o n  he was  w a l k i n g  pos t  
as a s en t i ne l  u p o n  a f ra i l  t e m p o r a r y  
b r idge  t h r o w n  a c r o s s  a s t r e a m  tha t  
was  be ing  u n d e r m i n e d  b y  a s t o rm.  
The  t i m b e r s  we re  c r e a k i n g  u n d e r  his 
fee t  and the  w a t e r  was  b e g i n n i n g  to  
creep  ove r  the  p l a n l d n g ,  w h e n  the  of .  
.ricer of  the  day  a p p e a r e d  a t  the  end  of 
t im br idge .  H e  s aw  the  sen t ine l  and  
his ~eril .  

" C o m e  off that br idge ,  No. 5 / '  he  
ye l l ed  a b o v e  t he  s to rm.  H a a r s c h e r  
w a l k e d  c a l m l y  off t he  b r i d g e  and  
c a m e  to an  " a r m s  p o r t . "  

" H a a r s c h e r ,  y o u  d ~ d  fool,  d idn ' t  
you  k n o w  the  b r idge  w a s  g o i n g ? "  
E v e n  as h e  s p o k e  the  fratl~ s t r u c t u r e  
was  -whirl ing away .  

" T h a t  was  m y  post ,  l i eu t enan t ,  sa id  
P r i v a t e  "Haarscher ,  " and  you  fo rge t  
t h a t  I a m  a F r e n c h m a n . "  

Mi l an  wi l l  soon  have  a " R o w t o n -  
h o u s e , "  in  w h i c h  600 person,s c an  ge t  
c lean  beds  and  w e l l - v e n t i l a t e d  r o o m s  
for  7 cen t s  a n ight .  

The  w o m a n ,  w h o  was  s t a n d i n g  be-  
s ide  t he  t ab l e  c u t t i n g  a b o y ' s  j a c k e t  
o u t  of  a n  old coat,  l ooked  up for  a mo-  
m e n t  and  t h e n  ben t  a g a i n  o v e r  he r  
work .  " I t ' s  you ,  is it, L e t ; t i n ? "  she  
said. 

" Y e s ' m , "  a n s w e r e d  Let ; t in .  She  m a d e  
h e r  w a y  a r o u n d  t h e  t ab le  and  s tood  
bes ide  her  cous in ;  w a i t i n g  un t i l  she  
could  speak .  She k n e w  by  l ong  expe-  
r ience  w h e n  i t  was  wise  to  do so. A t  
l a s t  she  d r e w  a long  s i g h  of  re l ie f ;  
t h e r e  w a s  v e r y  l i t t le  m a r g i n  left ,  b u t  
Cous in  'L iza  had  " g o t  it a l l  o u t "  w i t h -  
ou t  piecing.  

" N o w ,  Cous in  'Liza ,"  she  said,  hap -  
pily.  

"Wel l ,  w h a t  is it, ch i l d?"  answerec l  
Cous in  'Liza,  c a r r y i n g  he r  w o r k  to t h e  
w i n d o w  a n d  b e g i n n i n g  to b a s t e  up the  
seams .  

Le t ; t i n  d r e w  a l i t t le  s t o o l  to t h e  
w i n d o w  o p p o s i t e  he r  cous in .  T h e  l igh t  
fell  full  on  he r  h a p p y  face  and  s h i n i n g  
eyes. 

" I t ' s  j u s t  t he  love l i e s t  th ing ,  Cous in  
' L i z a ! "  she  said.  "You  see  i t ' s  th i s  
w a y :  N e x t  w e e k  is D e c o r a t i o n  Day.  
T h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  been  D e c o r a t i o n  Day ,  I 
guess ,  b u t  I n e v e r  k n e w  a b o u t  i t  be-  
fore.  So Miss  Car r i e ' s  go ing  to  g ive  us  
a ho l iday ,  and  in t he  a f t e r n o o n  w e ' r e  
go ing  .to p u t  f lowers  on t h e  so ld ie r s '  
g raves .  W e ' r e  to f o r m  a p roces s ions ,  
a n d  the  g i r l s  will  w e a r  wh i t e ,  s o m e  
w i t h  red  r i b b o n s  and  s o m e  w i t h  blue ,  
so ' s  to m a k e  red,  w h i t e  and  blue,  y o u  
see, and  the  boys  wil l  w e a r  t i n y  flags 
in t he i r  b u t t o n h o l e s ;  a n d  t h e  m i n i s -  
t e r ' s  go ing  to m e e t  us  a t  the  c e m e t e r y ;  
and  the re ' l l  be  s i n g ; n o - - w e  p r a c t i c e d  
s o m e  t o d a y ~ a n d  i sn ' t  i t  l o v e l y ?  I am 
so  g lad  we h a v e  Miss  Car r i e  th i s  yea r ;  
she  t h i n k s  of  t h e  n i ces t  t h i n g s ! "  

Cousin ,  'L iza  s h u t  her  l ips  t i gh t ly .  
She dared  no t  l o o k  a t  the  r a d i a n t  l i t t l e  
face  o p p o s i t e  her .  

" I  don ' t  a p p r o v e  of  i t  a t  a l l ,"  she  
sa id  stiffly. "I  t h i n k  Ca r r i e  A d a m s  has  
too m a n y  n e w - ; a n g l e d  no t ions .  ' T a i n t  
p r o p e r  to  m y  mind. '"  

All  the  h a p p y  l igh t  f a d e d  o u t  of  
L e t i t i a ' s  face,  b u t  she  did n o t  s a y  one  
word .  C o u s i n  'L iza  l ooked  a t  t he  
child,  b a t t l i n g  so  s i l en t l y  and  so b r a v e -  
ly  w i t h  h e r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  and  he r  
vo ice  g r ew  s h a r p  w i t h  t he  p a i n  of  it. 

" I  n e v e r  d id  see  w h y  m e n  s h o u l d  ge t  
all t he  h o n o r , "  she  said;  " I  gues s  t he  

~women h a d  j u s t  as  h a r d  f ights  a t  h o m e ,  
and  n o b o d y  eve r  thou~ht~ of  h o n o r i n g  
t h e m  !" 

Le t ; t i n  l o o k e d  up w o n d e r i n g l y .  
" W h y ,  Cous in  "Liza, did t h e y ? "  she  ex- 
c la imed .  

" Y o u  j e s t  a s k  B a t h s h e h a  B r i g g s  and  
N a n c y  A n d e r s o n ;  I g u e s s  t h e y ' l l  tel l  
yOU." 

Le t ; t i n  s a t  on  h e r  s too l  t h i n k i n g  v e r y  
se r ious ly .  J u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  w i n d o w  
w a s  a l i lac  bush ,  cove red  w i t h  cones  of  
pu rp l i sh  b u d s ;  as  i t  s w a y e d  in t h e  

.wind ,  i ts  l e a v e s  m a k e  a f l i cker ing  
t a n g l e  of  s u n l i g h t  and  s h a d o w  a t  Le t l -  
t i a ' s  feet .  S u d d e n l y  he r  face  b r i g h t -  
ened ;  she  w e n t  ove r  to  C o u s i n  'L iza  
and  l eaned  c o a x i n g l y  a g a i n s t  her .  

" C o u s i n  'L iza , "  she  said,  " i f  I can ' t  
go  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s  to  deco ra t i on ,  can  
I go  o v e r  and  see  Miss  P a g e  and  old 
Mrs.  P r i c e  and  a s k  t h e m  a b o u t  w a r  
t i m e s ?  T h e y  a i n ' t  men ,  y o u  k n o w , "  
s h e  added ,  s e r ious ly .  

Cous in  'L iza  l o o k e d  u n c o m p r e h e n d -  
i n g l y  a t  h e r  fo r  a s e c o n d - - s h e  had  al-  
r e a d y  f o r g o t t e n  he r  o w n  excuse ;  t hen  
a g r i m  s m i l e  t o u c h e d  h e r  l ips.  "Wel l ,  
yes ,  I g u e s s  y o u  can , "  she  said.  

"Oh, t h a n k  you  so much ,  y o u  dea r  
Cous in  ' L i z a [ "  c r i ed  Le t t t i a ,  k i s s i n g  
h e r  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  "I'm go ing  up-  
s t a i r s  now;  I ' l l  b e  s u r e  to be  b a c k  t i m e  
e n o u g h  t o  p i ck  up t h e  p ieces  a n d  se t  
t h e  t ab l e . "  

A f t e r  she  had  gone  C o u s i n  'L iza ' s  
w o r k  d r o p p e d  in to  h e r  l ap  and  h e r  
f o r e h e a d  r o u g h e n e d  as  if w i t h  pain.  

" T h e r e ' s  no  use  f u s s i n g , "  she  said.  
"I  d u n n o  h o w  w e ' r e  go ing  to ge t  
t h r o u g h ,  a n y w a y ;  and  I c a n ' t  g e t  t he  
ch i ld  a w h i t e  dress .  And  she  s h a n ' t  
go w i t h o u t  it! I a i n ' t  go ing  t o h a v e  
peop le  s a y  I c a n ' t  s u p p o r t  he r !  She ' s  
go t  to  g ive  i t  up,  t h a t ' s  a l l ."  She  b e n t  
o v e r  t he  c o a t  aga in ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  
s o m e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  h e r  eyes.  Once  or  
t w i c e  s h e  r u b b e d  t h e m  i m p a t i e n t l y ;  
n o b o d y  g u e s s e d  w h a t  she  su f fe red  in  
r e f u s i n g  L e t i t l a  " t h i n g s  l ike  o t h e r  
g i r l s . "  

W h e n  L e t ; t i n  c a m e  back  she  was~ as 
b r i g h t  as  i f  she  did n o t  k n o w  w h a t  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  was .  She  g o t  d o w n  on 
the  f loor and  c a r e f u l l y  p i c k e d  up  all 
t he  rave l ; r igs  and  pieces,  he r  t o n g u e  
g o i n g  m e r r i l y  al l  t h e  whi le .  A t  s u p p e r  
she g lanced  out of the w i n d o w  to the 
l i lac  bush .  

" W h e n  do y o u  s u p p o s e  i t  wi l l  
b l o o m ? "  she  asked .  

"I gues s  l i k e l y  b y  n e x t  w e e k , "  an-  
s w e r e d  Cous in  'Liza.  

L e t ; t i n  smi l ed  c o n t e n t e d l y ,  b u t  sa id  
no  more .  

T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  she  s t a r t e d  for  
s choo l  as  usual ,  s t o p p i n g  a t  t h e  ga t e  
to  w a v e  g o o d - b y  to  Cous in  'Liza.  As 
L e t i t i a  t u r n e d  f r o m  the  ga t e  th i s  m o r n -  
ing  he r  face  g r e w  s o b e r ;  b u t  she  
w a l k e d  s t e a d i l y  on. A g r o u p  of  g i r l s  
w e r e  s t a n d i n g  in t he  schoo l  y a r d ,  and  
t h e y  ca l led  he r  eager ly .  

"Le t ; t i n ,  w h a t  co lor  r i b b o n s  a r e  you  
g o i n g  to  w e a r ? "  

"Oh, Le t ; t in ,  m y  m o t h e r  s a y s  I can  
h a v e  a n e w  d r e s s ! "  

"Le t ; t i n ,  le t  m e  m a r c h  w i t h  y o u ? "  
"No ,  I w a n t  to. I sa id  so  f i r s t ! "  
Let;tin looked soberly  around the 

group  a n d  a l i t t le  qu ive r  c h o k e d  her  
voice. 

"I  guess  it. w o n ' t  m a k e  a n y  dif fer-  
o n c e - - a b o u t  the  m a r c h i n g ,  I mean .  I 
c a n ' t  go ."  

The  g i r l s  l o o k e d  a t  h e r  in a m a z e -  
men t .  

" L e t ; t i n  B a n k s ,  w h a t  do y o u  m e a n ? "  
" W h y ,  Le t t t i a ,  y o u ' v e  go t  to! W e  

can ' t  ge t  a l o n g  w i t h o u t  y o u ;  y o u ' r e  
ou r  be s t  s inger ! ' "  

" W o n ' t  y o u r  cous in  le t  y o u ?  Wel l ,  
I t h i n k  she ' s  j u s t  the  s t i n g i e s t " ~  

L e t i t l a  t u r n e d  quick ly .  H e r  u s u a l l y  
gen t l e  face  w a s  f lushed w i t h  anger .  

" I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  you  mean ,  L u -  
ci l la  A n d r e w s !  I gues s  m y  cous in ' s  
j u s t  t he  n i ce s t  cous in  in t h e  wor ld !  
I t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  m y  f r i end . "  She  
b r o k e  off and  w a l k e d  a w a y  to  t h e  end  
of  t he  p l ay -g round .  J u s t  t h e n  L u c t l l a  
r an  a f t e r  he r  pen i t en t l y .  

" D o n ' t  ge t  mad ,  Le t l t i a !  I 'm rea l  
s o r r y ~ I  t r u l y  am.  I t  was  j u s t  be-  
cause  I was  so  d r e a d f u l l y  d i sap -  
po in t ed . "  

"So  w a s  I," a n s w e r e d  Le t t t i a ,  s t i l l  
~soberly. "I d i d n ' t  m e a n  to  ge t  mad .  
I guess  I feel  c rooked  s o m e  w a y  to-  
d a y , "  she  added ,  s lowly ,  

The  bell  r a n g  then ,  and  t h e y  had  to  
go  in. Le t ; t in  t o o k  he r  seat ,  s t i l l  w i t h  
a s e r ious  face,  f o r  Miss Car r i e  w a s  to 
tell~ m o r e  a b o u t  the  D e c o r a t i o n  D a y  
p lans ;  she  w i s h e d  t ha t  she  could  s t u d y  
d u r i n g  t he  ta lk ,  and  she  b e g a n  t h i n k -  
ing  ove r  t he  p r o d u c t s  of  S o u t h  A m e r -  
ica, ye t  d r i f t i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e m  c a m e  
the  t e a c h e r  s words .  Miss Car r i e  w a s  
t e l l ing  a b o u t  a c o m m i t t e e  to  i nves t i -  
ga t e  r ecords ,  and  see  t h a t  al l  t he  
g r a v e s  and  all t he  old so ld ie r s  w e r e  
honored .  S u d d e n l y  a t h o u g h t  c a m e  to  
L e t ; t i n ,  and  s h e  f o r g o t  al l  a b o u t  the  
p r o d u c t s  of  S o u t h  Amer i ca ,  and  a l m o s t  
s p o k e  ou t  loud. "WHY, h o w  funny]  I ' ll  
h a v e  to be  a c o m m i t t e e  al l  b y  m y -  
se l f , "  she  said.  

F o r  the  n e x t  w e e k  Le t ; t i n  was  v e r y  
busy .  Cous in  'L lza  le t  he r  h a v e  nea r -  
ly  all  he r  a f t e r n o o n s  for  p lay ,  and  
L e t i t l a  s p e n t  t h e m  in m a k i n g  v i s i t s  
o r  in w o r k i n g  u p  in he r  room.  Cous in  
'L iza  a sked  no q u e s t i o n s ;  she  was  con-  
t e n t e d  to see tl~e chi ld  happy .  

One n i g h t  a t  s u p p e r  L e t t t i a  looked  
up sudden ly .  She  was  j u s t  l i f t ing  her  
g l a s s  of  w a t e r ,  a n d  she  p u t  i t  down  
and  s t a r ed  a t  Cous in  'L iza  w i t h  eyes  
shining with a new thought. 

"Why, Cousin 'Liza!'" she exclaimed. 
"Well, what?" 
"Were you alive in the war?" 
"Of course, child! What put that in 

your head ?" 

"Oh, nothing," answered Letitla, 
w i t h  a h a p p y  l i t t le  l augh ;  " o n l y ~ i t ' s  
so quee r  I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  of  i t  be fo re !  
I guess  t h o s e  l i lacs  will  be l o v e l y  n e x t  
week.  You  d o n ' t  ca re  if  I c a r r y  s o m e  
to old Mrs. P r i c e  w h e n  I go  n e x t  
T h u r s d a y ,  do y o u ? "  

" L a n d  no, child.  You can  h a v e  t he  
w h o l e  bush  if y o u  w a n t  i t ;  I d o n ' t  
care." 

Letltia opened her mouth to say 

something; then she changed her mind 
and only smiled happily across the 
p u r p l e  top  of  t h e  li lac bush .  

D e c o r a t i o n  D a y  w a s  w a r m  and  
b r igh t ,  and as  soon  as the  d i shes  w e r e  
w a s h e d  Le t ; t i n  w e n t  ou t  in t h e  y a r d  to  
ge t  he r  li lacs. She  cu t  v e r y  ca re fu l ly ,  
l e a v i n g  s o m e  st i l l  on the  bush .  Cous in  
'Ltza  w a s  b u s y  in  the  k i t chen .  Le t l t i a  
r an  h u r r i e d l y  u p - s t a i r s  and  c a m e  d o w n  
w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  she  pu t  on t he  
s i t t i n g - r o o m  t ab l e ;  t hen  she  p i cked  up 
he r  l i lacs  and  a p p e a r e d  once  m o r e  a t  
t he  k i t c h e n  door ,  he r  b r i g h t  face  sh in -  
ing  o v e r  he r  f r a g r a n t  bu rden .  

" I ' m  go ing  n o w ,  Cous in  'L tza ,"  she  
said. " I ' l l  be s u r e  to be  b a c k  in t i m e  
for  d inne r . "  

" Y o u  n e e d n ' t  h u r r y  . I t ' s  go ing  to 
be  p r e t t y  w a r m  today .  I t  w o n ' t  h u r t  
if d i n n e r  is a l itt le late fo r  once ."  

"Oh, I 'm so  g l a d : "  sa id  Le t ; t i n ;  " n o t  
a b o u t  the  h u r r y i n g ,  you  k n o w ;  b u t  be-  
cause  I ' l l  h a v e  m o r e  t i m e  for  calls.  I 
gues s  i t ' s  go ing  to  be a n ice  Decora -  
t ion  Day, Cousin 'L iza . "  

She  n o d d e d  b r igh t ly ,  and  t h e n  w e n t  
h a p p i l y  d o w n  the  road.  Cous in  'L lza  
f in ished  he r  w o r k ,  and  t hen  w e n t  in to  
t he  s i t t i n g - r o o m ,  b u t  s t opped  s h o r t  a t  
t h e  table .  T h e r e  lay  a piece  of  p a p e r  
on  w h i c h  w e r e  f a s t e n e d  t w o  t i n y  flags 
t i ed  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a b i t  of  r ed  r i b b o n  
and  s u r r o u n d e d  by  a w r e a t h  of  i vy  
l e aves ;  u n d e r  i t  w a s  a note,  in ca re -  
ful ,  ch i ld i sh  w r i t i n g :  

" D e a r  D e a r  Cous in  ' L i z a : ~ I  g ive  
you this because it's Decoration Day, 
and because you lived in war time and 
know all about it and because you've 
been so good--so good to me. I hope 
you ' l l  l ike  the  flags and  t h e  w r e a t h .  
I t h o u g h t  m a y b e  t h e y  w o u l d  l a s t  ho t t e r  
t h a n  j u s t  f lowers.  I w i s h  I could  h a v e  
m a d e  i t  l ook  be t t e r ,  b u t  s o m e h o w  t h e  
l e a v e s  wou ld  t w i s t  a l i t t le  c rooked ,  b u t  
y o u  w o n ' t  m ind  i t  so v e r y  much ,  wi l l  
y o u ?  Good-by ,  d e a r  Cous in  'Liza,  f r o m  
L e t i t l a . "  

The  w o m a n  s tood  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
a w k w a r d  l i t t le  wrea th ,  T h e n  she  cov-  
e red  h e r  face  w i t h  he r  ha rd ,  w o r n  
h a n d s  t h a t  had l a b o r e d  so f a i t h fu l ly ,  
bu t  so  p r o u d l y  and  r e s e n t f u l l y ,  t h r o u g h  
the  h a r d  y e a r s  s ince  t h e  " w a r  t i m e . "  
B e c a u s e  she  could not g ive  Le t ; t i n  the 
bes t  and  finest ,  she  w a s  t r y i n g  to  keep  
her  f r o m  e v e r y t h i n g ~ t o  m a k e  he r  
p r o u d  a n d  cold and  b i t t e r  l lke  he r -  
self ;  b u t  n e w - - s h e  l i f ted  t he  p a p e r  
gen t ly ,  a l m o s t  r e v e r e n t l y ,  ~nd lald i t  in  
t he  u p p e r  d r a w e r  of  the  o ld  s e c r e t a r y ;  
t h e n  she  t o o k  i t  o u ~  a g a i n  and  p inned  
i t  to  t h e  wall .  

" L e t i t i a  '11 l ike i t  b e t t e r  s(L" she  said.  
"She  w o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  ' t h e  other. .  
And  I guess  I'll m a k e  s o m e  r a s i n  cake ,  
she  a l lus  did  l ike  t h a t  b e s t  o f  e v e r y -  
t h i n g . "  

L e t ; t i n  w e n t  d o w n  the  r o a d  w i t h  he r  
load  of  n o d d i n g  l i lac  p lumes .  Once o r  
tw ice  she  m e t  s o m e  of  t he  s choo ig i r i s  
w h o  ca l led  o u t  to  he r ;  b u t  she  did no t  
m i n d - - o r  a t  l e a s t  n o t  much .  W a s  she  
n o t  k e e p i n g  he r  o w n  D e c o r a t i o n  D a y ?  

She  w e n t  f i rs t  to  old Mrs.  Pr ice ' s .  
Mrs.  P r i ce  was  a v e r  s e v e n t y  and  

g r o w i n g  v e r y  feeble ;  b u t  h e r  eyes  w e r e  

sti l l  b r i g h t  and  he r  s enses  sharp .  She  
w e l c o m e d  Le t ; t in  w a r m l y .  Le t ; t i n  sa t  
d o w n  and  looked  a t  he r  s h y l y ;  she  had  
t h o u g h t  i t  wou ld  be  easy ,  b u t  f o u n d  
i t  h a r d  to begin.  P r e s e n t l y  Mrs.  P r i c e  
he lped  her. 

" T h o s e  a re  real  p r e t t y  l a y l o c k s , "  she  
.said. 

" Y e s ' m , "  a n s w e r e d  Le t ; t in ;  " w o u l d  
y o u  l ike  s o m e ?  I b r o u g h t  s o m e  for  
you  if  y o u  would .  Y o u  see  i t ' s  D e c o r a -  
t ion  Day ,  and  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  deco-  
r a t e  the  g r a v e s  of  t he  so ld i e r s ;  b u t  
Cous in  'L iza  sa id  she  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  
was  f a i r  on ly  to decora te •  t h e  m e n  
w h e n  the  w o m e n  did  so  m u c h  too ;  so  
I b r o u g h t  y o u  these ,  and  t h e n  I 'm  go-  
ing  to  fou r  o the r s . "  

Mrs. P r i c e  t o o k  the  f lowers  in he r  
old  k n o t t e d  hand.  " I f  t h a t  i s n ' t  f o r  
all  t h e  wor ld  l ike you ,  Le t ; t i n  B a n k s !  
You a l lus  did have  sech  q u e e r  no t i ons !  
B u t  I 'm real  ob leeged  for  t he  l a y l o c k s ,  
I 'm  su re . "  

H e r  eyes  g r ew  dim a n d  s e e m e d  to  
be l o o k i n g  f a r  a w a y .  Le t ; t i n  Stood s t i l l  
and  wa i t ed .  F i n a l l y  she  p u t  he r  sof t ,  
w a r m  h a n d  ove r  the  old  w r i n k l e d  one.  
"I gues s  I ' ve  go t  to go n o w , "  she  sa id .  

' " I 'm go ing  w a y  up to  Miss A n d e r s o n ' s ,  
y o u  know.  T h a n k  you  so m u c h  for  al l  
t he  s t o r i e s  y o u ' v e  to ld  me. I gues s  
you ' r e  g lad  you  w e r e  so  b r a v e ,  a i n ' t  
yOU ?" 

The  old w o m a n  c a u g h t  t he  ch i ld ' s  
h a n d  and  he ld  her  back .  

" L o o k  here ,  Le t ; t i n  B a n k s , "  she  said:  
"I j e s t  w a n t  to tell  you one  th ing.  
P e o p l e  can be j e s t  as  b r a v e  r i gh t  a l o n g  
e v e r y  day  as  t h e y  w e r e  in w a r  t imes .  
N o w  be s u r e  you  d o n ' t  e v e r  f o r g e t  
t h a t . "  

" N o ' m ,  I w o n ' t , "  a n s w e r e d  L e t t t i a  
s e r ious ly .  "I guess  t h a t ' s  t he  w a y  m y  
cous in  'L iza  is, i s n ' t  s h e ? "  

The  old  w o m a n  d r o p p e d  h e r  h a n d  
and  g a v e  he r  a l i t t le  p u s h /  " Y o u ' d  
b e t t e r  be  going,  c h i l d ~ l t ' s  ge t t i n '  ho t , "  
she  said. She  could n o t  tel l  h e r  t h a t  
she  and  'L iza  P e r k i n s  had  q u a r r e l e d  
in t hose  w a r  t imes  a n d  n e v e r  s p o k e n  
since. 

Let;tin went on to Miss Nancy An- 
derson's and made a call there; but 
at the other places she left little notes 
with her flowers. It would have taken 
too long to stop at each place. As it 
was it was noon when she returned, 
warm and t.lred from her long walk. 
Cousin 'Liza was watching for her, and 
bathed her face and smoothed her hair 
before dinner. 

"The wreath is real pretty," she said, 
awkwardly. "I pinned it on the wall." 

"Did you llke it?" asked Letitia, her 
w e a r y  l i t t le  face  all  smiles .  "Oh, 
Cousin  'Llza,  I 'm so g l a d ! "  

A f t e r  d i n n e r  she  b e g a n  w i p i n g  the  
dishes ,  b u t  Cous in  'L iza  m a d e  he r  lie 
d o w n ;  she  had  no t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  she  

~was t i red ,  b u t  in a v e r y  f ew  m i n u t e s  
she  w a s  f a s t  a s l e e p .  

Seve ra l  h o u r s  l a te r  she  was  w a k e n e d  
by  the  s o u n d  of  voices.  T h e  r o o m  w a s  
cool  a n d  s h a d y  and  ful l  of  f r a g r a n c e  
f rom the  l i lacs  ou t s i de  the  w i n d o w s ;  
and  in  the  d im,  s w e e t  g l o o m  Le t ; t i n  
s a w  Cous in  'L iza  a n d  old Mrs. Pr ice ,  
b o t h  w i t h  f aces  s t r a n g e l y  moved .  

" W h y ,  Mrs.  P r i c e ! "  she  exc la imed ,  
s i t t i n g  up  in  surpr i se .  

The  old  w o m a n  tu rned .  "I  t h o u g h t  
I 'd  come  o v e r ~ s e e i n '  i t s  D e c o r a t i o n  
D a y  a n d  I d o n ' t  ge t  o u t  v e r y  o f t en , "  
she  said.  " S a m  d i d n ' t  h a p p e n  to  be  
us ing  t he  horses .  I b r o u g h t  y o u  s o m e  
p r e s e r v e d  g inger ,  Le t ; t i n . "  

"Oh, t h a n k  you,  Mrs.  P r i c e ! "  sa id  
Let ; t in .  "I t h i n k  y o u r  g i n g e r  is Jus t  
the  n i ce s t  I e v e r  t a s t e d . "  

Mrs. P r i c e  pee red  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i lac  
bushes .  " W h o ' s  t h a t  c o m i n g  up  t h e  
r o a d ? "  s h e  asked .  

L e t i t i a  l e f t  t he  l o u n g e  and  r an  and  
l ooked  ove r  h e r  shou lde r .  " W h y ,  i t ' s  
Miss  N a n c y  A n d e r s o n  and  Mrs.  
Br iggs , "  she  said,  d e l i g h t e d l y ;  " a n d  I 
do be l i eve  t h e y ' r e  c o m i n g  here!  A n d  
~ w h y ,  t h e r e  a r e  Miss  R ice  and  Miss  
P h e b e  R ice  b e h i n d  t h e m ! "  

Cous in  'L iza  rose  in a f lur ry ;  i t  h ad  
been  y e a r s  s ince  she  had  had  so  m a n y  
v i s i to r s ,  b u t  L e t l t i a  w a s  a l r e a d y  a t  t he  
ga t e  w e l c o m i n g  them.  She c a m e  b a c k  
r a d i a n t  w i t h  t h e  fou r  old  lad ies  be- 
h i n ~  her.  " I t s  a rea l  s u r p r i s e  p a r t y , "  
s h e ~ r i e d ;  " a n d  I a l w a y s  w a n t e d  a sur -  
p r i se  p a r t y ! "  

"Wel l ,  I gues s  y o u ' v e  go t  one  now,"  
sa id  Cous in  'Llza.  She  was  s h a k i n g  
h a n d s  w i t h  he r  gues t s ;  t he  u n w o n t e d -  
ness  of  c o m p a n y  m a d e  he r  ne rvous ,  
b u t  t h e  w e l c o m e  in he r  face  s u p p l e -  
m e n t e d  he r  a w k w a r d  words :  In  a mo-  
m e n t  she  b e c k o n e d  Le t ; t i n  as ide.  

"We m i g h t  ge t  s u p p e r  wh i l e  t h e y ' r e  
here , '  s h e  said.  " I  g u e s s  the re ' l l  be  
enough .  I b a k e d  a r a s i a  c a k e  th i s  
morning." 

" L e t i t i a , "  ca l led  Miss  N a n c y ,  " w a i t  
a m o m e n t .  I b r o u g h t  y o u  s o m e  of  m y  
d o u g h n u t s .  I had  rea l  good  luck  w i t h  
t h e m  t o d a y , "  

" A n d  I m a d e  s o m e  s u g a r  cook ie s , "  
s a id  Mrs. Br iggs ,  " I  t h o u g h t  m e b b e  
you 'd  l ike  a few,  L e t i t l a . "  

" A n d  we  b r o u g h t  you  s o m e  of  o u r  
b l a c k b e r r y  je l l ,"  c h i m e d  in tha  Misses  
Rice.  

T h e n  t h e y  all l ooked  a t  each  o t h e r  
and  b e g a n  to l augh ,  wh i l e  Le t i t i a ,  w i t h  
a p la te  of  cook ie s  in  one  h a n d  a n d  a 
b a g  of  d o u g h n u t s  in  t h e  o ther ,  gazed  
in h a p p y  b e w i l d e r m e n t  a t  t he  j a r  of  
b l a c k b e r r y  je l ly .  

"It don ' t  l o o k  j e s t  l ike  w a r  t imes ,  
does  i t ? "  sa id  Mrs. Br iggs .  "I m i n d  
w h e n  we  t h o u g h t  coo ldes  was  a w o n -  
de r fu l  t r e a t . "  

" A n d  w h e n  we  s e n t  al l  ou r  je l l  to  
t he  so ld ie r s , "  a d d e d  Miss  Rice .  

" O h ! "  b r e a t h e d  Le t l t i a ,  sof t ly .  

She  r a n  in and  out ,  h e l p i n g  Cous in  
'L iza  ge t  t he  supper .  T h e  old  l ad ie s  
t a l k e d  e a g e r l y  t o g e t h e r ;  i t  w a s  y e a r s  
s ince  t h e y  had  all  m e t  before .  

P r e s e n t l y  Le t ; t i n  ca l led  t h e m  to  s u p -  
per.  T h e y  filed o u t  to  t h e  d in ing -  
r o o m  and  sea t ed  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  l i t t le ,  
fine, c o m p a n y  a i rs ,  as  be f i t t i ng  t h e  r a r e  
d e l i g h t  of  t he  occas ion .  Le t i t l a ,  a t  t h e  
h e a d  of  t he  tab le ,  cou ld  s c a r c e l y  ea t  
a t  all. Once, t h r o u g h  t he  open  Window 
t h e  s o u n d  of  f resh ,  g i r l i sh  voices  f loat-  

ed in to  her  and  she  caugh~ tlie l Iu t te r  
of  w h i t e  d res ses ;  t h e y t w e r e  c o m i n g  
back  f r o m  t h e  "Decora t ion . / '  Le t ; t i n  
l o o k e d  a r o u n d  a t  he r  surprise" p a r t y  
w i t h  s h i n i n g  eyes .  "Oh, I 'm so g lad  
t h e y  w e r e n ' t  l e f t  out!:" s h e  t h o u g h t .  

D o w n  b y  t h e  r i v e r  ~he q u i e t  g r a v e s  
of  the  dead  h e r o e s  w e r e  d r i f t ed  deep  
w i t h  f lowers .  Ou t s ide  COusin 'L iza ' s  
w i n d o w  t h e  l i Iacs  n o d d e d  and. s w a y e d ,  
t h e i r ~ s h a d o w s ,  l lke  f a i n t  m e m o r i e s ,  
t o u c h i n g  l i gh t l y  t he  old  faces  o£ t he se  
u n n o t e d  pa t r i o t s ,  w h o  h a d  g~ven of  
t h e i r  be s t  a n d  d e a r e s t  in the  w a r  t i m e  
so l o ~ g , a g o . ~ M a b e l  N. Thurs ton , .  in 
t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t .  

T u n : n l n g  S k u n k  S k i n s , :  

The  p r inc ipa l  t h i n g  l a  succes s fu l  
t a n n i n g  is t o  r e m o v e  al l  g r e a s e  and  
flesh f r o m  the  hide,, and  t o  rub, w.ell 
wh i l e  d ry ing ,  as  th is  is the  only: w a y  
to m a k e  t he  pe l t s  soft,, s a y s  A n i m a l  
W o r l d .  Th i s  c l e a n i n g  process ,  i s  ca l led  
" f l e sh ing , "  a f t e r  w h i c h  the  s k i n  s h o u l d  
be  w a s h e d  in s t r o n g  suds  to r e m o v e  all  
g r e a s e  f r o m  the  fur ,  a f t e r  ~which t hey  
s h o u l d  be wel l  r u b b e d  i a  ha rdwood .  
s a w d u s t ,  w h i c h  t a k e s  ou t  al l  r emain-  
ing  grease .  A f t e r  t ann ing ,  d ry  in t h e  
s h a d e ,  and  w i t h o u t  the  h e a t  of  fire or 
sun .  T o  wh ip  t h e m  w i t h  a r a t t a n  
a f t e r  t h o r o u g h l y  drying,  b r ings  ou t  ad-  
d i t l o n a l  l i fe  and  g loss  t o  the  fur.. I t  
p a y s  to  t a k e  the  g r e a t e s t  pos s ib l e  
p a i n s  as. f i r s t -c lass  s k i n s  a re  no t  on ly  
in  demand ,  b u t  b r i n g  suff ic ient ly  h igh-  
er  p r i ce  t o  pay  for  the  labor .  

Al l  h ides  m u s t  b e  f l e shed  off,: and  
if  d r y  m u s t  s o a k  l a  s o f t  w a t e r  until.  
p e r f e c t l y  so f t  b e f o r e  t a n n i n g .  

F l e s h i n g  b e a m  can  be  m a d e  from. 
an  ou t s i de  s l ab  ; to rn  a n y  log, w i t h  
two  legs  on one  end,  so  i t  w i l l  s e t  up  
the  r i g h t  he igh t .  The  fleshing, kn i f e  
can  be m a d e  of  a n  old piece  of  scythe, .  
o r  a s t r a i g h t  k n i f e ,  w i t h  edge  t u r n e d  a 
l i t t le ,  and  a hand le  a t  e ach  end.. A f t e r  
f lesh ing  well ,  p lace  the sk in s  i n  t he  
p roces s  g iven  be low and  let  t h e m  s o a k  
two  h o u r s ;  t hen  pul l  t h e m  each  w a y  
a few minu t e s ,  and  le t  t h e m  h a n g  o v e r  
t he  'tub and  d ra in  for  two  hours ,  and  
r e p e a t  ~ un t i l  t anned ,  w.hlch will  be 
a b o u t  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  fo r  sma l l  
hides .  W h e n  t a n n e d ,  w a s h  t h e m  in 
w a r m  sof t  w a t e r  w i t h  a l i t t le  s a l a r a t u s  
and  s o f t  soap ;  then  pull and~rub, t h e m  
wel l  wh i l e  d ry ing ,  to keep  t h e m  soft .  

The  t a n n i n g  l iquor  is m a d e  b y  add-  
ing  to t w o  q u a r t s  s o u r  b u t t e r m i l k  
t w o  q u a r t s  tepid so f t  w a t e r ;  add  
t w e l v e  oz. sal t ,  ha l f  oz. boraz ,  one  oz. 
s a l t p e t r e ;  t h e n  s )owly  add,  w i t h  ag i t a -  
t ion,  f o u r  oz. s u l p h u r l c  acid,  and  see  
t h a t  t he  c h e m i c a l s  a re  t h o r o u g h l y ,  dis-  
so lved .  
add,  w i t h  ag i t a t i on ,  f ou r  oz. s u l p h u r t c  
acid,  and  see  t h a t  the  c h e m i c a l s  a r e  
t h o r o u g h l y  d i sso lved .  

S u l p h u r l c  ac id  is a d a n g e r o u s  p o i s -  
on, and  w e  a d v i s e  p u r c h a s i n g  the  e x a c t  
q u a n t i t y  wan ted ,  so t h a t  the  ac id  m a y  
no t  be k e p t  s t a n d i n g  abou t .  T h i s  ,Is a 
s u r e  w a y  to p r e v e n t  a n y  m i s t a k e  or  
acc iden t .  

A n o t h e r  l i quo r  m a y  be m a d e  by  
a d d i n g  to t w o  q u a r t s  S h a r p  M n e g a r  
ten  o u n c e s  a lum,  wel l  pu lver ized ,  one  
ounce  borax ,  one  ounce  s a l t p e t r e  and  
ten  o u n c e s  sa l t .  

I t  t a k e s  a l i t t le  m o r e  t ime  fo r  the 
l a s t  p rocess ,  b u t  i t  is equa l l y  good;. 
b o t h  m i x e d  t o g e t h e r  m a k e  a v e r y  
s t r o n g  tan.  

S e v e n - Y e a r  C o ~ a p a r l a o n  o f  ~ h e g t s .  

A b o u t  s i x t y  f l t f ferent ly  n a m e d  sorts., 
of  w h e a t  a re  a n n u a l l y  g r o w n  in c o m -  
p a r a t i v e  t e s t  a t  t h e  Ohio E x p e r i m e n t  
S ta t ion .  In  th i s  t e s t  t h e  d i f f e r en t  va -  
ie t ies  a r e  g r o w n  on  p lo t s  of  o n e - t e n t h  
acre ,  t h e  p lo t s  b e i n g  a r r a n g e d  so t h a t  
a s t a n d a r d  v a r i e t y ,  P e n q u i t e ' a  V e l v e t  
Chaff ,  a p p e a r s  on  e v e r y  t h i rd  p lo t  in  
t h e  ser ies ,  a n d  in  c o m p u t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  
t h e  y i e ld  of  a g i v e n  v a r i e t y  is c o m -  
p a r e d  w i t h  t h a t  of  t he  t w o  p lo t s  o f  
V e l v e t  Chaff  b e t w e e n  w h i c h  i t  g rew.  

The  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  c rop  is as  n e a r -  
ly  u n i f o r m  for  all  the  v a r i e t i e s  a s  pos -  
s ible.  T h e  l a n d  was  se lec ted  in t h e  
f irs t  p l ace  fo r  i t s  a p p a r e n t  u n i f o r m i t y ;  
a t i le  d r a i n  is la id  a t  one  s ide  of  e v e r y  
p lo t ;  t h e  p l o w i n g  is done  acrp~s the  
p lo t s ;  kll a re  m a n u r e d  a l ike  w i t h  b a r n -  
y a r d  m a n u r e ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  a m a n u r e  
s p r e a d e r ,  w h i c h  a l so  is d r i v e n  a c r o s s  
t he  p lo ts ,  t h u s  g iv ing  no  o p p o r t u n i t y  
fo r  ~lifferences in t i m e  of  p l o w i n g  o r  
m a n n e r  of  m a n u r i n g  to  ef fec t  t h e  y ie ld ,  
a n d  t he  g r e a t e s t  pos s ib l e  ca re  is t a k e n  
in seed ing ,  h a r v e s t i n g  and  t h r e s h i n g .  

B e l o w  a r e  t h e  gene ra l  r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  
t e s t  f o r  t h e  s e v e n  yea r s ,  1893 to  1899, 
inc lus ive .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  so r t s  h a v e  exceeded  
the Velvet Chaff in yield: Peele and 
Mealy by an average of more than 
four bushels per acre each; Red Rus- 
sian by nearly four bushels; Nigger,, 
E a r l y  R ipe ,  Cur re l l ' s  Prol i f ic ,  G y p s y  
and  E g y p t i a n  by~ t w o  to t h r e e  b u s h e l s ;  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  N e w  M o n a r c h  a n d  
D e m o c r a t  b y  one  to  tw(~ bushe l s ,  a n d  
B e a r d e d  Mona rch ,  Va l l ey ,  Dei tz ,  L e b -  
a n o n  a n d  H l c k m a n  b y  Jess  t h a n  one  
b u s h e l  each.  

Of t h e  so r t s  w h i c h  h a v e  fa l l en  be-  
l ow  V e l v e t  Chaff  in a v e r a g e . y i e l d  a r e  
J o n e s '  W i n t e r  F i fe ,  w h i c h  f~as a v e r -  
aged  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  b u s h e l s  less ;  
T h e i s s  a n d  S i lve r  Chaff ,  b e t w e e n  t w o  
and  t h r e e  b u s h e l s  less ;  R o y a l  Aus -  
t r a l i a n  (or  C l a w s o n ) ,  E a r l y  R e d  ~ i a w -  
son,  Y e l l o w  Gypsy ,  Mis sou r i  B lue  
S tem,  N e w  L o n g b e r r y ,  L e h i g h  a n d  
M a r t i n ' s  A m b e r  b e t w e e n  o n e  a n d  t w o  
b u s h e l s  less ,  and  F u l c a s t e r ,  H i n d o s -  
t a n  and  E a r l y  W h i t e  Lead~r ,  w h o s e  
a v e r a g e  y ie ld  ha s  b e e n  less  t h a n  a 
b u s h e l  b e l o w  t h a t  of  V e l v e t  Chaff.  

The~e  t e s t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  on  a 
r a t h e r  th in ,  s o m e w h a t  s a n d y  clay.  On 
g r a v e l l y  learns  t he  V a l l e y  has  m a d e  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e r  y ie ld  t h a n  t h a t  
q u o t e d  above .  No v a r i e t y  h a s  p r o v e d  
e x e m p t  f r o m  a t t a c k  b y  t h e  H e s s i a n  
fly, b u t  Mealy ,  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  F u l c a s -  
t e r  and  C l a w s o n  s e e m  to  su f fe r  l e ss  
f r o m  t h e  fa l l  a t t a c k  of  th i s  i n sec t  t h a n  
m o s t  o t h e r  sor t s .  T h e  Ohio  S t a t i o n  
hds  n e v e r  s u c c e e d e d  in g r o w i n g  s p r i n g  
w h e a t .  

t 

T h e  CHma.)c  of" J'V'a¢]onal C~'ed]¢, 
A few: y e a r s  ago t h e  eredIt~ of. t h e  

U n i t e d  S ta t e s  was  g o o d ,  b u t  not.  r e -  
markab le . .  S o m e  E u r o p e a n  f inanc ie r s  
p r o f e s s e d  to~ d o u b t  it, E v e n  a t  h o m e  
t h e r e  w e r e  people  w h o  said:  t h a t  they-  
we re  unce r t a in ,  w e  were ,  b o r r o w i n g  
m o n e y '  nomina l ly -  a t  ~ fou r  and '  five per  
cent ,  and  a c t u a l l y  a t  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  
and'  four ,  pe r  cent'. W h e n  s o m e b o d y  
s u g g e s t e d  a t  t h a t  tame t h a t  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  ' b o n d s - w e r e  r e a l l y  as g o o d ' a s  
I~r ! t i s l i ' conso ls ,  an" E n g l i s h  p a p e r  re-  
s e n t e d  ttie s u g g e s t i o n  as  a n ' " i n s u l t . "  

T o d a y  the  ve rd i ev  off t t ie m a r k e t  i s  
t h a t  t he  c r e d i t  of" t h e  U h i t e d  S t a t e s  
is' n o t  on ly  good,  b u t  the  be s t  in t h e  
worrd ,  and no t  on ly  the  bes t ,  bu t  ~so 
i n c o m p a r a b l y  t he  b e s t  tha t ;  as  in the  
first: A m e r i c a n  C u p  race,  ~liere is n o  
second.  G r e a t  ~ Br i t a i n  l i a s  no t  o n i y  
10st f i r s t  p lace  ih t he  c red i t  co lumn ,  
b u t  l ias y i e lded  second  l~laee to  F, ,an~e,  
th i rd '  to" R u s s i a  ~ and" f o u r t h  to  Ger-  
m a n y :  The  Spanish ,  w a r - f 0 u g h t  b y  u s  
for '  h u m a n i t y  gave  us  c red i t  tn a l l  
c iv i l ized count r ies :  B r i t a i n ' s  w a r f a r e  
a g a i n s t  t he  Boer s  in Sou th  Af r ica  h a s  
b r o u g l i t  p r o u d  TM K l b i 0 n - £ ~  the  b r i n k  o f  
ruin., 

J o i n ,  L a d t e x "  C l u b .  
The  Lad ies '  Club of  Ber l in  has  j u s t  

r ece ived  a n e w  m e m b e r ,  w h o s e  s t a n d -  
ing  i n  the  soc laF w o r l d  adds  much  t o  
i ts  weight .  She  is F r a u  y o n  B u l o w ,  
wi fe  of  the  G e r m a n  Impe r i a l  C h a n c e l -  
lor.  

C o u n t e s s  yon  BUel0w'  is one  of  t h e  

COUNTESS:  V 0 N  B U E L O W .  
h a n d s o m e s t  and  m o s t  c h a r m i n g  m e m -  
be r s  of  Ber l in  s o c i e t y .  As the  w i f e  
of' t he  chance l lo r ,  she,  of course ,  is 
l ooked  upon  as a l e a d e r  in m a t t e r s  in~ 
wh ich  the  s m a r t  se t  is in te res ted .  

The  Lad ie s '  Club is a m o s t  de l i gh t fu l  
o rgan i za t i on ,  w h i c h  can  hold  its. o w n  
foi; Comfort :  ~leghn~ce ~nd  a d c o m m o d a -  
tlon against any club in London, Paris 
or. New York. 

The ,  H o r ~ e  a n d  E I e c ¢ r ] c i t y ,  
I t  is n o w  u r g e d  by  an  " au tomob i l i s t  

t h a t  t hose  w h o  dr ive  a b o u t  in t h e  
c o u n t r y  and  c o m p l a i n  t h a t  t he i r  h o r s e s  
a re  ~r ighteneff  b y  the  m o t o r  cars  h a v e  
t h e m s e l v e s  in v e r y  l a rge  m e a s u r e  to  
t h a n k  fo r  the i r  ho r ses '  f r igh t .  N o n e  of" 
t h e m  is so f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the  h o m e  
o f  t h e  m o t o r  car. t h a t  he  could  no t  send '  
his  h o r s e s  ove r  to h~ve  a feed  of  co rn  
bes ide  it  and so  g r o w  a c c u s t o m e d  to  
the  s t r a n g e  thi 'ng; and'  no o w n e r  o f ~  
m o t o r  car'  is so c h u r l i s h  t h a t  he  wouId'  
no t  g ive  p e r m i s s i o n  for  h o r s e s  to  go. 
to his  s t ab l e s  and rece ive  th i s  l~sson.  
I t  is. s u g g e s t e d  t l l a t  ff h o r s e  owners :  
had  b u t  the  e n e r g y  to  see  t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  done  once  or  twice  t h e i r  horses:  
w o u I d  soon  g r o w  used  to  t he  m o t o r s .  
In  the  F r e n c h  t o w n s  t he  h o r s e s  h a v e  
a l r e a d y  l e a rned  to t a k e  no no t i ce  o f  
t h e m .  

~N'ir ~ g ) a l t e r  ~e.¢an¢"~ I l lne~X.  
W o r d  comes  f rom L o n d o n  t ha t  S i r  

~val ter  B e s a n t ' s  c o n t i n u e d  i l lness  i s  
c a u s i n g  g r e a t  a n x i e t y  to  h i s  f r i e n d s - -  

S I R  W A L T E R  B E S A N T .  
a n d  no E n g l i s h  a u t h o r  h a s  m o r e  
f r i ends  t h a n  he. H i s  l a t e s t  w o r k ,  
" E a s t  L o n d o n , "  is sa id  to h a v e  s t i r r e d  
up s o m e  s t r i fe  b e c a p s e  of  t he  wr i t e r ' n  
a p p a r e n t  a t t e m p t  to  "Amer ican ize ' "  
E n g l i s h  spel l ing,  b u t  t h i s  qu ie t ed  d o w n  
w h e n  i t  was  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t he  b o o k  w a s  
p r i n t e d  f rom p la tes  m a d e  in Amer i ca .  

C h e a p  A ¢ p h a l ¢  . f o r  P a ~ ) l n f .  
Buf fa lo  has  had  an  expe r i ence  in 

a s p h a l t  w h i c h  is i n t e r e s t i n g  if  n o t  in-  
s t ruc t ive .  Bids  we re  a s k e d  for  s e e -  . 
ora l  s t r e e t s  and  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  m a d e  
a t  f igures  r a n g i p g  f r o m  ~$2.26 to $2.99 
pe r  s q u a r e  ya rd .  A p r o t e s t  w a s  m a d e ,  
all  t he  b ids  were  r e j e c t e d  and  n e w  b i d s  
w e r e  t aken .  The  n e w  b id s  r a n g e d  f r o m  
$1.58 to  $2.62 pe r  s q u a r e  ya rd ,  w i t h  
o n l y  t h r e e  b ids  a b o v e  $2. As  the  re -  
su l t  of  a p r o t e s t  h igh  p r i ces  in  S y r a -  
c u s e  w e r e  b r o u g h t  d o w n  to  $1.68 a n d  
$1,78 pe r  s q u a r e  ya rd .  T h e  t i m e  wi l l  
come  w h e n  all  p r i nc ipa l  c o u n t r y  r o a d s  
wil l  be  p a v e d  w i t h  a s p h a l L ~ I n d i a n -  
apo l l s  J o u r n a l .  
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