
A P R A Y E P ~ .  

'Teach me, Father, how to go 
Softly as the grasses grow; 
Hush my soul to meet the shock 
Of Lhe wiht world as a . rock;  

squeeze  t h r e e - - I  s imply  can't!" w h l s -  
pored  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife  in despa i r .  
She  wen~ up to the  s o l i t a r y  b o y  t h a t  
n o b o d y  could  squeeze  in, and  p a t t e d  
his  liktle g r i m y  hands  c o m p a s s i o n a t e l y .  

new.  E v e n  his  l i t t l e  u n c o u t h  t o n g u e ]  
s e e m e d  to  p a r t a k e  of  the  s o f t e n i n g  in-  
f luence of the  pa tch!ess ,  n a t t y  t r o u s e r s  
and  t he  l i t t le  b r a s s - b u t t o n e d  coat ,  and  
the  s t r a n g e  s t r e e t . d i a l e c t  s o u n d e d  lesa 

• -,~ " 9 E ' tt JJ But  my  spirit, .prop t wi th  power,  
Make as simple as a flower. 
Let  the dry hear t  fill its cup, 
Like a poppy looking up; 
Le t  life lig'i~tly wear  .her crown, 
Like  a poppy looking down, 
"When its hear t  Is filled with dew, 
_and its life begins ane~w. 

Teach  me, Fa ther ,  ho,w to bo 
l~:ind and pat ient  as a tree. 
Joy fu l ly  the cr ickets  croon 
Under  shady  .oak at  noon;  
:Beetle on his mission bent, 
"Tarries in tha t  cooltug tent,  
Let me, also, cheer  a spot, 
Hidden  field or  garden g r o t ~  
Place  where  pass ing souls can res t  
On the way  and be their  best.  

- -Edwin  Markham.  

' hA" " Niss 5alome'~s'  P r e s -  ~r. 

" T w o ? "  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e  said.  She 
he ld  he r  penc i l  s u s p e n d e d ,  wa i t i ng .  

"Mercy ,  no! One 's  all  I can  m a n a g e ,  
a n d  m o r e  too , "  g r o a n e d  Miss  Salerno.  
~'I c o u l d n ' t  ge t  m y  s leep  ou t  l a s t  n i g h t  
d r e a d i n g  i t ~ b u t  :I p r o m i s e d  y o u r  hus -  
b a n d ;  you  can  p u t  me  down.  My life 's  
i n s u r e d ! "  

B o t h  w o m e n  l a u g h e d  g e n t l y  ove r  t he  
l i t t l e  p l e a s a n t r y ,  b u t  i t  was  Mlss  Sa-  
] o m e ' s  face  t h a t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  ,to i ts  cus-  
t o m a r y  s o b e r  l ines  first. T h e  face  of  
~he m i n i s t e r ' s  l i t t l e  w i f e  "took"~ n a t u r -  
a l l y  to l a u g h i n g  curves ,  and  he ld  t h e m  
p e r s i s t e n t l y  a f t e r  t h e  r e a l  o c c a s i o n  for  
~hem was  over .  The  ,,people of  S w e e t -  
w a t e r  sa id  it  w a s  a w o n d e r  t he  m o t h e r  
o f  s ix  l i t t le  ch I ld ren , . a l l  of  'era " cases , "  
e v e r  fe l t  inc l ined  to laugh.  

"I'=¢e go t  t h e  'T '  al l  made ,  Miss  Sa- 
!ome.  I don ' t  see  h o w  I can  m a k e  'T '  
i n t o  an 'O'! Bes ides ,  one  w o u l d  be  so 
l o n e s o m e ;  a r e n ' t  %on m o s t  a f r a id  so?  
T h i n k  of  m y  l i t t le  J e r r y  or  .my Ted  or  
M i s t r e s s  Mary b e i n g  ,ff . s o m e w h e r e  
alone!" 

T h e  penci l  wa i t ed ,  st i l l ,  and  the  mln -  
i s t e r ' s  w i f e  l o o k e d  t o w a r d  Miss  S a l o m e  
wi th  a r ch  ques t ion ing .  She could  see  
b e y o n d  he r  t he  b r o a d  s t r e t c h  of p r i m  
lawn and the lilac bushes f r i n g i n g  it. 
It looked like such a beaatlful chance 
for fresh-air children. And the house 
- - t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  wi fe  s i g h e d  sof t ly ,  re- 
m e m b e r i n g  the  c r o w d e d  l i t t le  p a r s o n -  
age.  

"Sha l l  I w r i t e  the  ' w e '  a f t e r  the  'T'? 
~ o r  I cou ld  w r i t e  'hree , '  y o u  k n o w ! "  

Mlss  S a l o m e  l aughed ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h  
,yielding tn  it. 

" W r i t e  ' O - n - e , ' "  she  said,  " a n d  a f t e r  
m y  n a m e  y o u  can  p u t  in a p a r e n t h e s i s  
~ ' A n d  t he  L o r d  ha~e  m e r d y  ,on h e r  
.soul ! ' " 

I t  w a s  e a r l y  Ju ly ,  and  h o t  w a v e s  of  
c l o v e r - s w e e t  s u n s h i n e  c r ep t  i n t o  al l  ,the 
o p e n  w i n d o w s .  T h e r e  was  s c a r c e l y  a 
b r e a t h  s t i r r ing .  In the~cit ies,  t h e , t e n e -  
m e n t - h o u s e  p e o p l e  gasped  for  t h e i r  
b r e a t h ,  and  t h e  l i t t le  ,babies w e r e  .borne 
a w a y  in  t i n y  p tne  coffins.  T h e  m i n i s -  
t e r ' s  w i f e  w a s  t h i n k i n g  o f , t h e  b a b i e s  as  
s h e  ro se  to  go. 

" M y  l i s t  is c o u n t i n g  up , " : she . s a ld .  ".I 
s h a l l  s end  i t  t o m o r r o w .  I d o n ' t  care  to  
w a i t  a n y  longer .  T h e  a c c o u n t s  i n  l a s t  
,n ight ' s  p a p e r  we re  h e a r t , b r e a k i n g ,  Miss  
~ a l o m e - - t h e  t i n y  ,ones ar~e d y i n g  . so!"  

~'I d o n ' t  r e ad  the  p a p e r s  i n  ,the h o t  
,waves"  Miss  Salerno sa id  ,briefly. " I  
~ a k e  f ans  of  t h e m  t h e n J "  She  ,fol- 
l o w e d  h e r  ca l l e r  , th rough  ,the co~l ,  d im 
Jaall, to  the  f r o n t  door .  

" Y o u ' v e  sa id  a girl ,  ~o f , course?"  s h e  
,cal led a f t e r  her .  "Of c o u r s e  y o u  un-  
d e r s t a n d  I c a n ' t  ,have a n y  ,bay , t ra ips ing  
, round?"  

" Y e s ;  I :said ' one  :little g i r l , ' " '  , the 
~a in i s t e r ' s  ,wife a n s w e r e d  qu ie t ly .  

T h e  c h l l d r e n - - S w e e t m a t e r ' s  s h a ~ e - -  
~would come  t h e  l a s t  w e e k . i n  J u l y  a n d  
~ t a y  a f o r t n i g h t ,  t h e  ~elty m i s s i o n a r y  
w r o t e .  T h e y  w o u l d  ,be the  f o r l o r n e s t  
:wai fs  of t h e . s t r e e t ,  and  no  one  ,was .to 
e x p e c t  p e r f e c t  m a n n e r s  ,or c lo thes .  
Miss  Salerno s t a y e d  a w a k e  o f t e n e r  a f t -  
,or t h e  m i n l s t e r ' s  w i f e  r ead  h e r  t he  le t -  
t e r .  T h e r e  mere  p l e n t y , o f  t i m e s  w h e n  
s h e  r a i l ed  b i t t e r l y  a t  h e r s e l f  f o r  eve r  
.p romis ing .  

On t he  l ong -d~eaded  day,  s h e ° w a l k e d  
£o t he  s t a t i o n  to  m e e t  the  t r a in  and  h e r  
f a t e .  The  m i n i s t e r , s  l i t t l e  w i fe  j o i n e d  
h e r  ha l f  way .  She  h a d  a d e t e r m i n e d  
l o o k  in her  swee t ,  t i r ed  face.  

" I ' m  go ing  to  b r i n g  h o m e  ,the ,left- 
o v e r s , "  she  said.  " T h e r e  a re  m o s t  a l -  
w a y s  one  o r  t w o  S o m e b o d y . g i v e s  up  
n t  t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t ,  or  e lse  the  mis -  
s i o n a r i e s  can't r e s i s t  the t e m p t a t i o n  to 
s m u g g l e  in one  e x t r a  a t  ,the end.  I 
s h a l l  b r i n g  a n y  l i t t l e  l e f t - o v e r  home ,  if 

h a v e  to  m a k e  a f ie ld-bed for  m y  b o y s  
o u t  on t he  ,piazza! I t  b r e a k s  m y  h e a r t  
~to r ead  a b o u t  the  p o o r  l i t t le  s u f f e r l n g  
~h ings . "  

She  was  .not t h i n k i n g  of  Miss  Sa-  
l o m e ' s  big, e m p t y  r o o m s ~ s h e  w a s  
i h i n k i n g  of  t h e  t e r r i b l e ,  c r o w d e d . r o o m s  
in  t h e  s w e l t e r i n g  c i ty  t e n e m e n t s .  Miss  
S a l o m e  w o u l d  n o t  le t  he r se l f  t h i n k  of 
those. 

Then the,train sweptlnand the little 
waifs trailed out on the sunny platform 
and stood about uncomfortably. The 
• m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e . s o r t e d  t h e m  o u t  b u s i l y ,  
. check ing  t h e m  off as  she  w e n t  d o w n  
h e r  l i s t ~ t h e s e  t w o  .to D e a c o n  S.pooneL 
, those two  to  Mrs .  W l t h e r s p o o n - - o n e . t o  
~he W e t h e r e l l ' s  one  to t h e  Greenes ,  
~one to Miss  S a l e r n o - - b u t  Miss  S a l o m e ' s  
w a s  a b o y !  T.hey , w e r e n e a r ! y  a l l , boys .  
'The  one  o r  . two gir ls  w e r e  m e r e  bab ies ,  
a n d  Miss S a l o m e  .had specif ied .no ha -  
.bier. 

" D e a r  me , "  m u r m u r e d  t h e . m l n i s t e f s  
:perplexed l i t t l e  wife ,  gaz ing  up  and  
d o w n  the  d i s r e p u t a b l e  l i t t l e  . r anks  in  
~ e a r c h  of a g i r l  to  fit Miss  Sa lome .  A 
,,~ouch on her  a r m  m a d e , h e r . t u r n .  

" N e v e r  m i n d  a b o u t  me , "  Miss  Sa-  
i lome was  s a y i n g ,  w i t h . h u m o r o u s  w r i n -  
~kles r o u n d  h e r  eyes~ ':I can  g e t  a l o n g .  

w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  h a n k e r i n g . "  
" B u t  t he r e ' l l  be  t oo  m a n y  to  ~go 

r o u n d ,  Miss  . S a l o m e . . I  h a v e n , t  d a r e d  
,to count ,  b u t  1 k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  
~han  e n o u g h .  And  so. , few l i t t le  g i r l s  
- ~ I  do be l i eve  ~Miss ~ r e n t  m a d e  a b lun -  
.tier and  s e n t  u s  t he  w r o n g  ,cons ign-  
m e n t !  P o o r . l l t t l e , t h i n g s ! "  

T h e r e  w e r e  . three  l e f t -ove r s ,  , even  
a f t e r  D e a c o n  S p o o n e r  t o o k  an  e x t r a  
.,boy and  t he  ,Greenes  t o o k  t w o .  

"~ can  s q u e e z e  two  i n ,  b u t  I c a n ! t  

He  s tood  shuff l ing his  b a r e  fee t  s to l -  
idly.  

"I'11 go wid  her ,"  he sa id  sudden ly ,  
r e l e a s i n g  a h a n d  to i nd i ca t e  Miss :  Sa-  
l o m e ' s  r e t r e a t i n g  figure. And  w i t h o u t  
f u r t h e r  w a r n i n g ,  he d a r t e d  d o w n  the  
p l a t f o r m  in c lose  pu r su i t .  A t  the  
s t r e e t  c ro s s ing  he c a u g h t  up. 

" I  co tched  yer , "  he  cr ied  b r e a t h l e s s ,  
"I 'm goin '  ' l ong  o' youse .  Der  a in ' t  
no r o o m  now 'e ros  else. A i n ' t  dere  
r o o m  in ~;our t e n e m e n t ?  I can  b u n k  
on de roo f  all r igh t . "  

Miss  Salerno s tood  sti l l  and  r a n  he r  
k e e n  g r a y  e y e s  ove r  the  lean,  pa tched ,  
u n l o v e l y  l i t t le  c rea tu re .  S o m e t h i n g  in 
h is  chee r fu l  conf idence  in h~r m a k i n g  
r o o m  for  h lm  touched  her.  O, y e s ~  
yes ,  y e s - - t h e r e  was  room enough .  
T h e r e  were  five, six rooms .  H e  w o u l d  
no t  need  to s leep "on  de roof . "  B u t  
t h i s  t e r r i b l e  l i t t le  u n w a s h e d  b o y ~ i t  
w a s  n o t  e a s y  to a s soc ia t e  h i m  w i t h  one  
of  he r  i m m a c u l a t e  beds,  as  wh i t e ,  ev-  
e ry  one  of them,  as  he  was  b lack.  

"D id  y o u  eve r  t a k e  a b a t h ? "  she  
a s k e d  ab rup t l y ,  

" T a k e  a we t ,  m a ' a m ? "  
T h e  lean,  b r o w n  face  e x p r e s s e d  u t -  

t e r  u n a c q u a i n t a n c e  wi th  the  word .  
, A h ~ w h y ,  ba th .  Did y o u  eve r  w a s h  

y o u r s e l f ? "  
A m i n u t e ' s  w r e s t l e  w i t h  m e m o r y  and  

t h e n  a k i n d l i n g  of n e w - b o r n  p r ide  in  
the  b r o w n  face.  

" Y e r  bet !  I w a s h e d  m e  face  w ' e n  
me  pal  got  t ' r o w e d  d o w n  an'  I w e n t  
t e r  de h o s p j i t a l  te r  see him.  I d i d n ' t  
go wld  no d i r t y  face,  n a w ! "  

Miss  Salerno gasped ,  he lp less  b e f o r e  
such  an  exper ience .  I t  was  u n c o n -  
s c i o u s l y  the  m e e t i n g  of the  t w o  w a y s ,  
in he r  mind.  and  she t o o k  the  one  t h a t  
wou ld  lead t h e m  h o m e  toge the r .  

' T l l  keep  h im  long  e n o u g h  to w a s h  
h i m  up, once,  a n y  way , "  she  t h o u g h t  
g r imly .  

o f fens ive  in Miss  S a l o m e ' s  ears .  She  
was  p r o u d  of her  f r e s h - a i r  boy ,  and  he r  
h e a r t - s t r i g s ,  t u g g e d  so o f t e n  a n d  so  
pers is tent ly~ v i b r a t e d  w i t h  gen t l e  
s t ead iness .  T h e  l o n e l y  w o m a n  w a s  
n e a r  to l o v i n g  the  l i t t l e  l o n e l y  child.  

T h e n  c a m e  the  r u d e  a w a k e n i n g w h e n  
one  m o r n i n g  Miss  Salerno f o u n d  he r  
b i rd  had  f lown, t r i cked  o u t  in his  p r o u d  
new p l u m a g e .  T h e  r a g g e d  old  c lo the s  
w e r e  s m o o t h l y  fo lded  on  a chair .  T h e r e  
w a s  n o t h i n g  else  s a v e  a f r e s h l y  b l a c k -  
ened  s t o v e  and  s h i n i n g  s h o e s  a t  Miss  
Sa lome ' s  door ,  to  te l l  of  his  h a v i n g  
been  t h e r e  and  gone .  

Miss  Salerno s t o o d  a long  t i m e  be-  
s ide  t he  heap  of  fo lded  c lo thes ,  t o r n  
b e t w e e n  a n g e r  and  gr ief .  She  h a d  
neve r  f e l t  so  k e e n l y  t h e  one  w a y  or  
t he  o t h e r  in a l l  t he  f i f t y - s even  y e a r s  
t h a t  s p a n n e d  h e r  q u i e t  life. T h e  
c l o t h e s ~ t f  he  h a d  o n l y  l e f t  t he  n e w  
c lo thes  b e h i n d  i n s t ead  of  the  old! 
T h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  h e l p e d  so much .  

" B u t  i t  w o u l d n ' t  have  been  n e a r  so 
h u m a n , "  s i ghed  t h e  poo r  w o m a n  d r e a r -  
i ly.  " T h e n  I s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e n t e r -  
t a i n i n g  an ange l  u n a w a r e s .  No,  no,  
le t  him, w e a r  'era b a c k . t o  h is  s lums ,  
b u t  don  t l e t  h im eve r  d a r k e n  m y  doo r s  
aga in  f r o m  th i s  t i m e  f o r t h  and  f o r e v e r  
m o r e ! "  

Still ,  s he  le f t  t he  l i t t le  r agged  c lo thes  
u n m o l e s t e d .  It t a k e s  t i m e  fo r  h e a r t -  
s t r i ngs  to r e c o v e r  t h e m s e l v e s .  

T w o  d a y s  a f t e r  t he  w a i f ' s  d i sap-  
pea r ance ,  Miss  Salerno s a w  a s t r a n g e  
l i t t le  f igure  h o b b l i n g  up  he r  w a l k ,  to 
the  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t a p  of  c ru tches .  She  
had  ~mver seen  the  boy, b u t  t h e  
c lo thes !  She  a d j u s t e d  h e r  g l a s ses  
h a s t i l y  a n d  n o d d e d  as  she  looked ,  
T h e y  w e r e  s e v e r a l  s izes  too  l a r g e - - t h e  
t r o u s e r s  and  t h e  s l eeves  w e r e  t u r n e d  
up, and  the  c o a t  w a s  l a p p e d  un t i l  b u t  
o n e  r o w  of b r a s s  b u t t o n s  was  v i s i b l e ~  
b u t  t h e  c lo the s  w e r e  t he  ones  Miss 

Miss  S a t o m e ' s  " c a s e "  w a s  an u n u s u a l  S a l o m e  had  b o u g h t  fo r  h e r  f r e s h - a i r  

one,  if she  had  b u t  k n o w n  it. T h e  c i ty  boy.  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  who  rounded  up the  l i t t le  T h e  l i t t l e  f igure  h o b b l e d  nea re r ,  and  

waifs fo r  their outing in the country 
m a d e  strenuous efforts to send them to 
their benefactors clean, at least, and 
as whole as they could make them. But 
this grimy little mortal who had 
a d o p t e d  Miss  Sa lome  was  an  excep t ion .  
T a k e n  in to  t he  °ranks a t  t he  l a s t  min -  
ute ,  t h e r e  had  been  no t ime  to  m a k e  
t h e  b e s t  of him. 

" ' S  T h e y  w a l k e d  on t o g e t h e r ,  t he  b o y  
b a r e  fee t  padd l i ng  u n e v e n l y  bes ide  
Miss  Salerno. She  s to le  a c o v e r t  g lance  
b y  and  b y  a t  the  a ler t ,  u n c h l l d i s h  face.  
W h a t  cou ld  he  be  t h i n k i n g  of?  

"So  y o u  had  a ' pa l ' ?  W h a t  is a p a l ? "  
she  a sked .  

" 0 h ! ~ w e l l ,  a pa l ' s  a pa rd ,  y e r  k n o w .  
Ye r  goes  in to  t r a d e  wld  h im  an '  s h a r e s  
de w lnn in ' s ,  see?  Yer  s t i c k s  b y  h i m  
t ' r o u g h  t ' l ck  an '  t ' in ;  y e r  d o n ' t  n e v e r  
go b a c k  on y e r  pal.  n a w ! "  

.'.'And y o u r  pa l  is d e a d ? "  
T h e  c h a n g e  in t he  b o y ' s  face  w a s  

.wonderful .  Miss  Salerno m a r v e l l e d  a t  
it. M i n g l e d  j o y  and  t e n d = r n e s s  s t r u g -  
g led  t h r o u g h  the  g r ime  for  equa l  ex-  
p res s ion .  

" M i c k e y ,  dead?  Y e t  be t  he  a in ' t !  
He'.s :get t in '  w e l l - - y e r  c a n ' t  k i l l  Miek-  
ey!  :He's comtn '  ou t  er  de h o s p i t a l  in  
a week ,  M i c k e y  is." 

TheY w e r e  c lose  to Miss  S a l o m e ' s  
g r e a t  w h i t e  house ,  and  f u r t h e r  conve r -  
s a t i o n  ,was i n t e r r u p t e d .  

" C o m e  In ,"  Miss  Salerno said,  a t  t he  
,lilac b u s h e s  t h a t  f r a m e d  a g a t e w a y .  
And ,  in  s i l en t  awe,  t h e  c i ty  wa i f  pad-  
r i led  in, h i s  so i led  l i t t le  face  l i f t ed  to  
t h e  g r e a t  p u r p l e  t a s se l s  ove rhead .  

" W h a t ' s  t h e m ? "  he  w h i s p e r e d ,  a f t e r  
a m o m e n t .  

• " L i l a c s , "  Miss  S a l o m e  a n s w e r e d  
br ief ly .  I t  w a s  a n o t h e r  a r g u m e n t  in  
t h e  b o y ' s  f avor .  To  t h i n k  he  h a d  n e v -  
er  s e e n  a l i l ac  bush!  (Miss  S a l o m e  
ca l led  ~it " l ay lock . " )  She  f e l t  h e r  
h e a r t s t r i n g s  f r e s h l y  tugged .  

,:It does  n o t  t a k e  a g r e a t  whl le  to 
w a s h  even  a l i t t le  g a m i n ' s  face  t h a t  is 
a s t r a n g e r  to  t he  o p e r a t i o n .  B u t  t he  
~cleanslng o v e r ,  s t i l l  t he  b o y  t a r r i ed .  
Miss  Sa l e rno  did  no t  i nv i t e  h i m ~ h e  
s t ayed ,  :He was  p e r f e c t l y  h a p p y  in  a 
novel way. He w e n t  about t he  b ig  
f r o n t  ~yard on t ip toes ,  a t  first,  as  if he  
w e r e  a f r a i d  of ,c rushing the  g r a s s  w i t h  
h is  , l i t t le ca l loused  b r o w n  feet .  A n d  
w.hen i n a d v e r t e n t l y  he  t r o d  on a g r e a t  
r ed  c love r  head ,  Miss  Salerno s a w  h i m  
s toop  and  " se t "  i ts  b r o k e n  s t a l k  w i t h  
sp l i n t s  of  he rd ' s  grass .  H e  t o o k  
p l e n t y  of t ime ,  and  his  t h in  u n c h i l d t s h  
face  w a s  p u c k e r e d  g rave ly .  

'!I sha l l  l e t  h im s t a y  his  t i m e  ou t , "  
m u r m u r e d  Miss  Salerno;  and  t h a t  
n i g h t - i t  w a s  the  f i rs t  n i g h t - - s h e  s a t  
up  to  m e n d  his  c lo thes .  W h e n  she  
ca r r i ed  t h e m  back ,  a l i t t l e  tess  o u t  
a t  t h e  e l b o w s  and  fo r lo rn ,  t h e  b o y  w a s  
f a s t  a s l eep  and  t he  m o o n l i g h t  was  ca-  
x e s s i n g  his  f a c e  as  i~ l ay  in b r o w n  re -  
l ief  a m o n g  t he  w h i t e  pi l lows.  I t  could  
no t  h a v e  k i s s e d  m o r e  t e n d e r l y  the  l i t -  
t le  f ace  of a chi ld  w h o  w a s  loved,  
w h o s e  m o t h e r  b e n t  ove r  h im.  T h e  
l i gh t  in Miss  S a l o m e ' s  u n s t e a d y  fin- 
ge rs  f lared and  ha l f  r o u s e d  t he  wai f .  
H e  ,opened  his  eyes  and  r e g a r d e d  he r  
,in s t u p i d  , terror .  

" ,Lemme ' l o n e - - I  a i n ' t  doin '  no th ln , , "  
he  m u t t e r e d ,  s h i e l d i n g  his  f ace  as  i f  
f r o m  a b l o w ,  t h e n  s i n k i n g  a w a y  in to  
s leep  aga in .  Miss  S a l o m e  u t t e r e d  a 
s o f t . s o u n d ~ o f  p i t y  i n  h e r  t h roa t .  T h e  
t ug  a t  h e r  hear, t - s t r i n g s  t i g h t e n e d .  

T h e  n e x t  day,  t he  b o y  a p p e a r e d  be -  
fo re  Miss  Salerno,  ro l l i ng  b a c k  h i s  

s l e e v e s  ene rge t i ca l !y .  H e  b e a m e d  up  
a t  h e r  ~wtth a £r, l end!y  gr in .  

" X e r , g o t t e r  b r u s h  an '  som'  b l ack in ' ,  
m a ' a m ?  ,I k i n  sh ine  y e t  b o o t s  c o m -  
p l e t e ~ t h a t ' s  m e  p e r f e s h l e n .  An '  I ' l l  
g ive  de stov.e ,a .coat, too. Y e r  won't 
mind ,  ma'am?" 
.He w a i t e d  w i s t f u l l y .  I t  w a s  his  

o n l y  w a y  of  acknow:[edg ing  h is  devo-  
t l o n  ,to .hls a d o p t e d  m i s t r e s s .  

Seve ra l  d a y s  w e n t  bF u n e v e n t f u l l y .  
Then ~Miss S a l o m e  t o o k  t h e  boy to  
t o w n  and  f i t ted h i m  ou t  w i t h  n e w  
c lo thes ,  T h a t  day  w a s  even t fu l .  The  
chi ld  ,was , t r a n s f i g u r e d ~ m a d e  o v e r  

an  eer ie  g a u n t  l i t t le  face l ooked  up 
f r a n t d y  a t  Miss  Salerno.  

" I t ' s  m e - - I ' m  M l c k e y , "  t he  chi ld  ex- 
p la ined  a t  once.  " J e r r y  s e n t  m e ~ J e r -  
ry ' s  m e  pal,  y e r  k n o w .  H e  sa id  as  I 
could  w e a r  de ~ c l o t h e s ~ h e  t 'oughf,  
y o u s e  w o u l d n ' t  m i n d ? "  

T h e  u p w a r d  in f lec t ion  a t  t he  end  
was  i n t e n s e  w i t h  w i s t f u l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
M i c k e y  p r o p p e d  one  c r u t c h  u n d e r  his  
a r m  and  r an  h is  th in  w h i t e  f ingers  up 
and  d o w n  t h e  c o a t  f r o n t  a d m i r i n g l y .  

" A i n ' t  d e y  d a n d i e s ?  J e r r y  w a s  a 
r eg ' l a r  tort, b u t  I gues s  I 'm  too  l i t t l e  
to  fill 'era o u t ~ i t  t a k e s  t he  s tuff in '  ou t  
o' y e r  t e r  b u n k  a t  de h o s p i t a l  a 
mont'." 

H e  d r e w  c lose  to Miss  Salerno and  
t o u c h e d  he r  d r e s s  gen t ly .  

" J e r r y  w a n t e d  I s h o u l d  ax  y e t  if 
ye r ' d  be  wl l l ln '  t e r  s w 0 p ~ h e  sa id  t e r  
tell  y e r  I w e r e  a t i p - t o p p e r  chap  ' an  
h i m ~ b u t  he  1led. J e r r y ' s  a b r ick!  
H e  g ive  m e  de c lo thes  an '  m a d e  m e  
come,  cos  I 'm  h i s  pa l  an '  goes  lame.  
Da t ' s  J e r r y . "  

T h e  chi ld  in t h e  o v e r g r o w n  c lo the s  
s e e m e d  to s h r i n k  to a b a b y ' s  s ize as  
Miss  Salerno l ooked  a t  h im o u t  of  d im 
eyes.  The  o t h e r  ch i ld ' s  f a c e ~ J e r r y ' s ~  
peered  o v e r  his  s h o u l d e r s  a t  her .  

"Ye r  w o n ' t  mind ,  m a ' a m ? "  i t  s e e m e d  
to s a y  w i s t f u l l y .  

" I  say,  a i n ' t  i t  p r i m e  h e r e ? "  M i e k e y  
said. "Dore ' s  g r a s s  you  k i n  s t ep  on, 
an'. flowers on de trees, an' de house 
i s  p a i n t e d  fit t e r  spl i t !  D a t ' s  w ' a t  
J e r r y  l e t  on h e r e ' d  b e ~ J e r r y  s a id  he  
be t  ' t w e r e  l ike  w ' a t  de  m i s s i o n  chap  
sa id  goln '  to H e a v e n ' d  be. I f ~ i f  y e r  
w o u l d n ' t  mind ,  cou ld  I b u n k  on  de 
grass ,  m a ' a m ? "  

T w o  w e e k s  l a te r ,  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  l i t t l e  
wi fe  ca l led  on  Miss  Salerno aga in .  She  
p o i n t e d  o u t  of  the  w i n d o w  to  a l i t t le  
f igure in t h e  g r a s s  and  smi led .  

"S t i l l  h e r e ? "  s h e  said.  
"Yes , "  Miss  Salerno s a id  b r i s k l y ,  

"I 'm g o i n g  to  k e e p  M i c k e y  t i l l  he ' s  
s t r o n g  aga in .  H e ' s  c o m i n g  o n - - y o u ' d  
be  s u r p r i s e d  to  see  h im  ea t  now!  A n d  
J e r r y - - - - - "  

Miss  S a l o m e ' s  face  b r o k e  in to  mel -  
low c u r v e s - ~ o u t r i d e r s  of a l augh .  The  
m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e  w o n d e r e d  w h y  she  had  
ever  t h o u g h t  i t  a p la in  face,  

" J e r r y  w e n t  off as  b r o w n  a n d  f a t !  
You  k n o w ,  I s e n t  for  h i m  to  come  b a c k  
a f t e r  he  r an  a w a y  and  ' s w o p p e d '  h i m -  
se l f?  H e ' s  been  he re  two  w e e k s  w i t h  
Mickey ,  and  he ' s  j u s t  gone t oday .  H e  
sa id  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  for  h i m  to  go 
b a c k  a n d  ' s e t t l e  up his  b u s i n e s s ' ! "  

The  l a u g h  h a d ' a r r i v e d  and  Miss  Sa-  
lome  g a v e  h e r s e l f  up  to i t  l u x u r i o u s l y .  

" S u c h  a boy  i Yes,  we ' r e  g o i n g  in to  
p a r t n e r s h i p  t o g e t h e r ,  J e r r y  and  I, a f t e r  
tha t .  W e ' r e  go ing  to b e ~ p a l s ! " ~ A n  z 
nie H a m i l t o n  Donne t l ,  in C o u n t r y  Gen-  
t l eman .  

T h e  cos t  o f  the  pub l i c  s choo l s  of  
g r e a t e r  N e w  Y o r k  for  t h e  y e a r  1901 
wi l l  be  $17,710,078. The  n u m b e r  of  
pupi l s  in  t he  s c h o o l s  is e s t i m a t e d  a t  
408,112. So t h a t  the  a v e r a g e  cos t  fo r  
each  pup i l  is $43.39. In 1890 t h e r e  
w e r e  230,931 pupi l s ,  t he  t o t a l  co s t  w a s  
$6,000,639, and  the  a v e r a g e  cos t  p e r  
pup i l  w a s  $25.98. T h e  e x p e n s e  of  t h e  
pub l i c  s c h o o l s  has ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n e a r l y  
t r i p l ed  in  t en  y e a r s ,  w h i l e  the  a v e r -  
age  cos t  pe r  pup i l  is n e a r l y  $18 a y e a r  
more .  T h i s  i n c r e a s e  is p a r t l y  due  to  
t he  m u n i c i p a l  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  a n d  p a r t -  
ly  to  t h e  D a v i s  l aw,  w h i c h  ha s  in-  
c reased  t h e  a v e r a g e  sa la r ies ,  

T h e  H e s s i a n  fly p r o b a b l y  r a n k s  n e x t  
to t h e  c h i n c h  bug  as  a f a r m  p e s t  in  
the  u n i t e d  S ta t e s ,  and  i t s  r a v a g e s  In 
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  t ong  b e e n  k n o w n  
and  a p p r e c i a t e d .  W h i l e  i ts  f i r s t  sc ien-  
tific d e s c r i p t i o n  was  b y  T h o m a s  S a y  
in  1817, i t  h ad  been  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  
r e c o g n i z e d  as  a p e s t  in w h e a t  a n d  h a d  
r ece ived  in th i s  c o u n t r y  the  p o p u l a r  
n a m e  of  H e s s i a n  fly in t h e  be l i e f  t h a t  
i t  h a d  been  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  H e s s i a n  sol-  
d ie rs  d u r i n g  the w a r  of  t he  r e v o l u -  
t ion.  

A s h o r t  ~bsence  qu i ckens  love ;  a 
long  a b s e n c e  k i l l s  i t . - - M i r a b e a u ,  

V a l e n t i n e  Fu lbas ,  t he  h e r m i t  of t he  
Schuylk i l l ,  f in ished the  l a t e s t  a d d i t i o n  
to his house  the  o the r  day  and  to cele- 
b r a t e  the  e v e n t  sa t  in his  s h i r t  s l eeves  
on  a s t u m p  iu f r o n t  of his  d o o r s t e p  a n d  
v i e w e d  his h a n d i w o r k  w i t h  a smi le  of  
sa t i s f ac t ion .  

H i s  house  is the  de l igh t  of  his  llfe, 
I t  s t ands  on a piece of R e a d i n g  ra i l -  
w a y  p r o p e r t y  n e a r  the  r ive r  and  op-  
pos i t e  S h a w m o n t .  F o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  he  
ha s  been  w o r t d n g  upon  it. F r o m  an  
i s l and  a b o v e  he b r o u g h t  b o a t l o a d  a f t e r  
b o a t l o a d  of  r iver  c lay  and  b a k e d  i t  i n to  
b r i c k s  in a rude ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  ki ln ,  
s a y s  the  P h l l a d e l p M a  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n .  
W i t h  a po in t ed  s t ick  he c a r v e d  and  
mode led  some  of the  c lay  in to  images .  
S lowly  the  wa l l s  g r ew  to comple t i on .  

A b o v e  the  door  is a m y s t e r i o u s  coa t -  
o f - a r m s  and  the  in i t ia l s  V . F .  T h e  
c h i m n e y  p o r t  r i ses  on the  w i n g s  of  a 
w h i t e - r o b e d  angel ,  and  a b o u t  t he  m a i n  
d o o r w a y  a re  p i l a s t e r s  of t he  a p o s t l e s  
l ook ing  s t e r n l y  ou t  a long  the  road .  

"My f a the r  l ived a long  the  R h i n e  
and  I m u s t  s t a y ' b y  the  r ive r , "  sa id  t h e  
he rmi t .  " I t s  cease less  m o t i o n  is  corn- 

puny  to me. As for  m y  house ,  i t  is fin- 
Ished,  and  I will  rest .  I wil l  l lve h e r e  
a lways ,  for  the  r a i l r oad  sa id  I could  
h a v e  the  g r o u n d  un t i l  I die. As for  
m y  images ,  t h e y  a re  m y  own.  I k n o w  
w h a t  t h e y  mean ,  b u t  y o u  n e v e r  will ,  
for  I wi l l  n o t  te l l  yoff. ' S o m e  p e r s o n s  
call  me  a he rmi t .  I t  k e p t  me  occup ied  
~ i t  k e p t  me  f r o m  t h i n k i n g . "  

- ~ ~ _ _ 
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In  Ceylon,  the  Is le  of  F l o w e r s ,  t he  
B u d d h i s t  r e l ig ion  is so a m a l g a m a t e d  
w i t h  the  H l n d o o  m y t h o l o g y  w h i c h  
B u d d h a  s o u g h t  to o b l i t e r a t e  t h a t  t he  
p rac t i ca l  r e s u l t  of his  t e ach ing  has  
b e e n  to add  one  m o r e  g o d ~ h t m s e l f ~  
and  i n n u m e r a b l e  ob j ec t s  t a  t h o s e  al-  
r e a d y  so n u m e r o u s .  The  S i n g h a l e s e  
st i l l  p lace  a se rv i l e  r e l i ance  in t he i r  

T O O T H  O F  B U D D H A .  
dev i l -p r i e s t s  and m a n y  b a r b a r i c  p r ac -  
t i ces  a re  indu lged  in in the  n a m e  of 
re l ig ion .  

T h e r e  is a cu r ious  b l e n d i n g  of  f a i t h s  
s u p p o s e d  to be  e n t i r e l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  
one  to ano the r .  E s p e c i a l l y  is th i s  
b r o u g h t  o u t  a t  t he  g r e a t e s t  a n n u a l  fes -  
t i v i t y  of  K a a d y ,  a s s u m e d  to be  a g r e a t  
B u d d h i s t  c e r emony ,  w h e r e a s  it is r e a l l y  
all  in h o n o r  of s eve ra l  H l n d o o  gods  
and  goddesses ,  t he  B u d d h l s t ' s  p a r t  be -  
ing  s i m p l y  the  n o m i n a l  loan  of  a re l ic  
~In t ru th ,  the  loan  of  an e m p t y  
shr ine .  B u t  see ing  t h a t  the  re l ic  in  
q u e s t i o n  c la ims  to  be  no less  a t r e a s -  
u r e  t h a n  t h a t  of a v e r i t a b l e  t o o t h  of  
G u a t a m a  Buddha ,  a/rid is t he  o b j e c t  o f  
u n b o u n d e d  r eve rence  to  all  t he  m a n y  
mi l l ions  ( s o m e w h e r e  a b o u t  400,000,001)) 
w h o  w o r s h i p  him, and a rel ic  fo r  t h e  
p o s s e s s i o n  of  w h i c h  b l o o d y  w a r s  h a v e  
b e e n  fough t ,  and  inc red ib le  s u m s  of  
m o n e y  offered,  i t  is p e r h a p s  n o t  to  
be  w o n d e r e d  a t  the  p r i e s t s  t o o k  good  
care  to  lock  i t  up s e c u r e l y  b e f o r e  a l -  
l o w i n g  i ts  sh r ine  to Join in t h e  p r o c e s -  
s ion of re l ics  of  the  H t n d o o  gods .  

I t  is sa id  t h a t  K a n d y ,  w h e r e  t h e  
s a c r e d  t o o t h  is p r e se rved ,  o w e s  i ts  v e r y  
e x i s t e n c e  as the  m o u n t a i n  cap i t a l  to  
t he  fac t  of  th is  p rec ious  b l t  of b o n e  
l~avlng been  t a k e n  the re  for  s a f e t y  in 

the  s i x t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  The  D a l a d a  
Mal igwa ,  the  T e m p l e  of t he  Too th ,  
has  been  y e a r  by  y e a r  e n r i c h e d  b y  t he  
o f fe r ings  of the  coun t l e s s  t h r o n g  of  
p i l g r ims  w h o  do h o m a g e  to t h e  re l ic  b y  CONVULSIONS. 
o f fe r ing  g i f t s  of  gold  and  s i lve r  o r n a -  The  s igh t  of a p e r s o n  in convt f l s ions  
m e n t s ,  coins,  Jewels .  v e s t m e n t s  for  t h e  is t e r r i f y ing ,  b u t  in the g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  
pr ies t s ,  f ru i t  and  f lowers .  T h e  l a t t e r  of cases  the  su f fe re r  is in no i m m e d i a t e  
a re  a t  all  t i m e s  a g race fu l  f e a t u r e  of  danger .  W h e t h e r  or  no t  t he  convu i -  
th i s  w o r s h i p ,  for  as  none  ca re  to a p p e a r  s ion f o r e s h a d o w s  a s e r i ous  e n d i n g  de- 

e m p t y - h a n d e d  be fo re  the  a l t a r  of  B u d -  
dha,  t h e r e  a re  f ew in all t he  t h r o n g  of 
Worsh ipe r s  w h o  have  no t  s o m e  f lowers  
to offer.  A m o n g  the  l e g e n d a r y  ac t s  of  
d e v o t i o n  we  a re  to ld  of one  w h o  is 
said  to  have  of fered  six mi l l ions  of  

ponds  u p o n  a v a r i e t y  of causes .  As  a 
rule,  c o n v u l s i o n s  a re  m o r e  s e r ious  in 
adu l t s  t h a n  in ch i ld ren ,  e spec ia l ly  ve ry  
y o u n g  chi ldren .  T w o  t h i n g s  are  nec-  
e s s a r y  for  the  occu r r ence  of convu l -  
s ions :  F i r s t ,  an  u n s t a b l e  cond i t i on  of 

b l o s s o m s  in one  day  to th i s  r a p a c i o u s  the  n e r v o u s  sy s t em,  the  p r e d i s p o s i n g  
tooth .  A n o t h e r  da i ly  offered,  i t  is  c a u s e - - a n d  secondly ,  s o m e  exc i t i ng  
said,  100,000 b l o s s o m s  all of one  s o r t  cause  suff ic ient  to d i so rde r  the  w e a k  ~ 

and  a d i f f e ren t  f lower  each  day.  
E x t e r n a l l y  t he  f a m o u s  T e m p l e  of  t h e  

T o o t h  is no t  consp icuous ,  b e i n g  
w i t h i n  t he  p r e c i n c t s  of t he  o ld  pa lace ,  
and  p a r t l y  concea led  b y  t h e  A u d i e n c e  
hal l  and  t he  P a t t i p u w a ,  b u t  t h e  w h o l e  
i s  inc losed  b y  a moa t ,  w i t h  s o m e  v e r y  
o r n a m e n t a l  s tone.  

B u d d h a ' s  t o o t h  is t he  cen t r a l  s h r i n e  
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of the great altar in the temple. Upon 
the altar stands an octagonal cupola 
of sol id  s i l ve r  and  gold,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  
s l ende r  pi l lars .  In  f r o n t  of  th i s  a re  
th ree  m i n i a t u r e  c ry s t a l  d a g o b a s  or  
be l l - shaped  re l ic  shr ines ,  each  r e s t i n g  
on a s q u a r e  base ,  and  t w o  go lden  c a n -  
d l e s t i cks  w i t h  i i gh ted  candles .  In  t he  
smal l  d a g o b a s  on e i t he r  s ide  a re  dis-  
p l ayed  pr ice less  j ewe led  o b j e c t s - ~  
roya l  gif ts .  W i t h i n  t he  cen t r a l  sh r ine ,  
wh ich  is of t he  p u r e s t  c rys t a l ,  l ays  a 
la rge  go lden  lo tus  b lossom,  f r o m  t h e  
h e a r t  of which ,  uphe ld  b y  a t w i s t  of  
gold wi re ,  is u p r a i s e d  t he  w o r s h i p f u l  
piece of  y e l l o w  ivory ,  w h i c h  to  t h e  
u n q u e s t i o n i n g  eye  of fa i th  a c t u a l l y  
p a s s s e s  for  a h u m a n  tooth .  

l~Iarrlago C u s t o m s  In S u m a t r a .  

W o m e n  do n o t  h a v e  a bad  t i m e  of  
it, on . t he  whole ,  in the  i s l and  of  Su-  
m a t r a .  The  h u s b a n d  se t t l e s  a m a r -  
r i age  p o r t i o n  on  his  wi fe  w h e n  he m a r -  
ries her .  H e  is a l i b e r t y  to  ge t  a sep-  
a r a t i o n  f rom he r  if  he  w i s h e s  it ,  b u t  
in t h a t  case  he  Is b o u n d  to  g ive  h e r  
her  m a r r i a g e  p o r t i o n  and  a n y  p r o p e r t y  
w h i c h  she  m a y  h a v e  b r o u g h t  i n to  t h e  
m a r r i a g e  c o n t r a c t  u n t o u c h e d .  T h e  w i f e  
does  n o t  l ive in  the  s a m e  h o u s e  as  h e r  
h u s b a n d ,  b u t  ha s  a s e p a r a t e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment ,  a t  w h i c h  h e r  h u s b a n d  v i s i t s  he r  
e v e r y  even ing .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  ch i ld ren ,  
s ays  a w r i t e r  in t he  M a r c h  n u m b e r  of  
W o m a n h o o d ,  t he  b o y s  a re  t a k e n  a w a y  
f r o m  t h e i r  m o t h e r ,  and  l ive  w i t h  t h e  
f a t h e r  f r o m  t h e i r  f o u r t h  b i r t h d a y .  T h e  
gi r ls  l lve  w i t h  t he i r  m o t h e r  t i l l  t h e i r  
m a r r i a g e ,  w h i c h  t a k e s  p lace  a t  a v e r y  
ea r ly  age.  W h e n  t he  d a u g h t e r s  m a r r y ,  
a s m a l l  h o u s e  is b u i l t  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  
mother's house, in which they live. If 
a woman is l e f t  a widow, immediately 
after her husband's death she plants a 
f lagstaff  a t  h e r  door ,  u p o n  w h i c h  a flag 
is ra i sed .  So 10ng as  t h e  flag r e m a i n s  
untorn by the wind, the etiquette of 
S u m a t r a  f o r b i d s  he r  to m a r r y ,  b u t  a t  
t he  f i rs t  ren t ,  h o w e v e r  t iny ,  she  can  
l ay  as ide  he r  w e e d s  and  a c c e p t  t h e  f i rs t  
offer  s,he has .  

The Rc~I W a l d c r s e c .  
C o u n t  W a l d e r s e e ,  t he  r e p r e s e n t a t i w  

of t h e  G e r m a n  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  in  Chi-  
na,  ha s  h a d  to  b e a r  the  b l a m e  o f  so  
m u c h  b r u t a l i t y  c r e d i t e d  t o  G e r m a n  
so ld ie r s ,  and  so m u c h  w a r f a r e  a g a i n s t  
u n r e s i s t i n g  Chinese ,  t h a t  h is  n a m e  
p r o m i s e s  to be  used  b y  t h e  j u d i c i o u s  
to s c a r e  c h i l d r e n  in to  good  b e h a v i o r .  
F o r  h o w  m u c h  o f  w h a t  w e  h a v e  d i s -  
a p p r o v e d  in G e r m a n  d o i n g s  in C h i n a  
he  Is r e a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  i t  is  n o t  pos -  
s ib le  to say,  b u t  un t i l  he  w e n t  to  Chi -  
n a  he  w a s  r e g a r d e d  as  one  o f  t he  m o s t  
c ivi l  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  p e r s o n s  in  ~-hl- 
rope .  Gen. W i l s o n ,  Who s a w  h i m  in  
China ,  w a s  m o s t  a g r e e a b l y  i m p r e s s e d  
b y  h im,  and  d e p r e c a t e d  t h e  Idea  t h a t  
he  h a d  c o u n t e n a n c e d  a t roc i t i e s .  H i s  
wife ,  as  is we l l  k n o w n ,  is a n  A m e r i -  
can  w o m a n ,  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  h a v e  
v i s i t e d  h e r  a t  h o m e  h a v e  b r o u g h t  
b a c k  a d m i r i n g  r e p o r t s  of  t h e  coun t ,  
w h o  i s  p i c t u r e d  as  a c o u r t e o u s  a n d  
a g r e e a b l e  g e n t l e m a n ,  who ,  a f t e r  a 
f a s h i o n  t h a t  is l e ss  p r e v a l e n t  in  th i s  
c o u n t r y  t h a n  i t  once  was~ r e g u l a r l y  
r e a d s  p r a y e r s  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  b e f o r e  
h i s  assem'b led  h o u s e h o l d . ~ H a r p o r ' s  

W e e k l y .  

ened  n e r v e  centers .  The  i n s t a b i l i t y  of 
the ' ne rvous  s y s t e m  i s  more  p r o n o u n c -  
ed in ch i ld ren  t han  in adul t s ,  and  
s eems  o f t e n  to be  h e r e d i t a r y ,  t h e  m e m -  
bers  of  c e r t a in  f ami l i e s  be ing  m o r e  
p rone  to fits t h a n  o thers .  Ce r t a in  
ch ron ic  d i seases  of nu t r i t i on ,  such  as 
r i cke t s ,  a re  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  an  i r r i t a -  
b i l i ty  of the  b r a i n  and  sp ina l  cord,  and  
convu lMons  a re  pecu l l a r l y  f r e q u e n t  in 
ch i ld ren  su f fe r ing  f rom such  d iseases .  
C o n v u l s i o n s  in ch i l d r en  a re  v e r y  com-  
m o n  a t  t he  o n s e t  of one  of the  a c u t e  
fevers ,  such  as s c a r l a t i n a  or  meas les .  
At  t h a t  t ime  the  convu l s ions  have  
no spec ia l  s ignif icance,  b u t  w h e n  oc- 
cu r ing  l a t e r  d u r i n g  an a t t a c k  of sca r l e t  
fever ,  t h e y  m a y  po in t  to t he  ex i s t ence  
of k i d n e y  disease .  In  w h o o p i n g  cough  
c o n v u l s i o n s  a re  s o m e t i m e s  p r o d u c e d  
in c o n s e q u e n c e  of def ic ient  a e r a t i o n  of 
the  blood,  o w i n g  to a pa r t i a l  .col lapse 
of  the lungs. In ch i ld ren  convu l s ions  
a re  p e r h a p s  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  t he  r e s u l t  
of some  d i so rde r  of  the  d iges t ive  t r ac t ,  
caused  by  the presence  of i nd iges t ib le  
ma te r i a l  in t he  s t o m a c h  or  bowels ,  or  
of intestinal worms. Inflammation of 
the  ear  is a n o t h e r  c o m m o n  exc i t ing  
cause  of convu l s ions ,  b u t  t ee th ing ,  
w h i c h  is b l a m e d  for  so m a n y  fits, very  
s e l d o m  causes  convu l s ions ,  un l e s s  the  
e r u p t i o n  of  t he  t e e t h  is exceed ing ly  
diff icult  and  painful .  In ch i ld ren ,  as  
in adu l t s ,  c o n v u l s i o n s  m a y  be due  to 
h y s t e r i a  or  to ep i lepsy .  T h e y  m a y  be 
caused  by  a g r e a t  shock  to the  n e r v o u s  
sys t em,  such  as  a s eve re  f r igh t .  Men-  
ingi t i s  o r  a t u m o r  of the  b r a i n  m a y  
a lso  cause  them,  b o t h  in ch i ld ren  and 
in adul t s .  

W h a t e v e r  t he  cause,  i t  will  be  safe  
to p u t  a chi ld  w i th  c o n v u l s i o n s  in to  a 
no t  t oo  ho t  b a t h ~ s a y  a t  a t e m p e r a t u r e  
of  a b o u t  n l n e t y - s i x  or  n i n e t y - s e v e n  de- 
grees .  N e r v e  s e d a t i v e s  a re  u s u a l l y  
p r e s c r i b e d  in the  hope  of p r e v e n t i n g  
a second  convu l s ion ,  b u t  t he  cause ,  if  
d i scove rab le ,  m u s t  of cour se  be  re- 
moved .  

A I l l ~ I O R E D  I I I O T O I ~  C A E .  

One of the  l a t e s t  w a r  dev ices  is an  
a r m o r e d  m o t o r  ca r  des igned  b y  an E n -  
g l i sh  e n g i n e e r i n g  firm. I t  Is i n t e n d e d  
for  use  in t he  t ime  of  w a r  in  p r o t e c t -  
ing r a i l w a y s ,  and  d u r i n g  peace  to  
s e r v e  as  a p i lo t  for  o r d i n a r y  t r a in s ,  
for  i n s p e c t i n g  the  road,  o r  fo r  the  
s e n d i n g  of  d i spa tches .  T h e  car  i s  
prope l l ed  b y  a seven  h o r s e - p o w e r  wa-  
t e r - coo l ed  m o t o r ,  w h i c h  is e n t i r e l y  
a u t o m a t i c  in ac t ion ,  I t  p r o d u c e s  i t s  
o w n  ign i t i ng  s p a r k  b y  m e a n s  of  a 
m a g n e t o - e l e c t r i c  mach ine ,  c an  be  
s t a r t e d  in  a minu te ,  a n d  is fed  e i t h e r  
by  pe t ro l  o r  o r d i n a r y  p e t r o l e u m .  
Owing  to t h e  absencQ of a n y  open  
f lame no  d a n g e r  f r o m  fire or  exp los ion  

AS T H E  C A R  A P P E A R S .  
exis ts .  The  a r m o r  is c o n s t r u c t e d  in  
two  p a r t s ~ t h e  u n d e r  and  u p p e r  p a r t s  
~ t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  of  a c r ino l ine  shape .  
The u n d e r  p a r t  of  t he  a r m o r ,  p r o t e c t -  
ing  t h e  m a c h i n e r y ,  is c o n s t r u c t e d  of  
h e a v y  n i cke l - s t ee l  p la tes .  O w i n g  to 
t h e  g r e a t  ca re  in  the  des ign  and  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  having been  u s e d  t he  ca r  
r u n s  a l m o s t  s i l e n t l y  and  w i t h o u t  v i -  
b r a t i o n ,  t h u s  e n a b l i n g  a c c u r a t e  a i m  
even whi l e  t r a v e l i n g  at a high speed.  
Suff ic ient  r o o m  has  been  a l l o w e d  fo r  
a b o u t  40,000 r o u n d s  for  the  o r d i n a r y  
m a c h i n e  g u n  of  303 type,  and  t h e  oll  
tanks con ta in  suff ic ient  fue l .  fo r  200 
mi les ,  A t  n i g h t  s e a r c h l i g h t s  m a y  be  
used  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  engine .  
T h e  to t a l  w e i g h t  of  the  vehic le ,  com-  
p le te  w l t h  a rmor ,  is 28 h u n d r e d w e i g h t .  
T h e  car  ca r r i e s  a o n e - p o u n d  M a x i m  
gun  and  a sma l l  m a c h i n e  gun  is 
m a n n e d  b y  one officer and  two  or  t h r e e  
men,  a n d  is capab le  of  a speed  up  to  
30 mi le s  an  hour. The idea  is t h a t  a 
r a i l w a y  l ine  e x t e n d i n g  ove r  500 mi l e s  
cou ld  be  he ld  b y  25 of  these  car& 

KXTES TN SEAnClI  ~rO~ ~'OLE. 
Capt .  J. C. B e r n i e r  of  Quebec ,  w h o  

is one  of  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  n o w  p l a n n i n g  
a f r e sh  a t t a c k  upon  the  N o r t h  Pole ,  
t h i n k s  tha t ,  even  if  h e  fai ls  to  r e a c h  
the  pole,  o r  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o r -  
hood,  he  can a t  l eas t  b r i n g  b a c k  pho -  

. t o g r a p h s  of inacces ib le  p l a c e s  and  
scenes  b y  e m p l o y i n g  k i t es  c a r r y i n g  
p h o t o g r a p h i c  cameras .  W i t h i n  a f ew  
yea r s  pas t  p h o t o g r a p h s  of the  e a r t h ' s  
~urface t a k e n  a t  h igh e l e v a t i o n s  by  t he  

aid of  k i t e s  h a v e  become  c o m p a r a t i v e -  
ly common .  Capt.  B e r n l e r  be l i eves  
t h a t  the  m e t h o d  will  p r o v e  p r a c t i c a b l e  
in the  Arct ic .  H e  a l so  i n t ends  to dis-  
pa tch  smal l  ba l loons  each  m o n t h  ca r -  
r y i n g  r eco rds  of t he  p rog res s  of  the  
expedi t ion ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  s o m e  of t h e s e  
ba l loons  m a y  dr i f t  fa r  e n o u g h  to t h e  
s o u t h  to be p icked  up by  vesse l s  or  In 
i n h a b i t a t e d  landg. 

t ~ r R o v E D  H S H I N O  REEL. 
T h e r e  a re  a n u m b e r  of  r e a s o n s  w h y  

the  i m p r o v e d  f ishing reel  s h o w n  in th~ 
a c c o m p a n y i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  should 
prove  of va lue  to the  f i sherman,  t h e  

L_ 
W I N D S  U P  T H E  L I N E  E A S I L Y .  

ch ie f  of w h i c h  s eems  to be t h a t  t he  
roe1 does no t  p r o j e c t  f r o m  the  sid,3 
of  the  pole to p r e v e n t  p a c k i n g  in sma l l  
compass ,  T h e n  the  w i n d i n g  m e c h a n -  
Ism is operated by reciprocating the 
casting instead of turning a small 
crank, and the inventor claims im- 
provements also  in the  d r ag  and  l ine-  
l a y i n g  m e c h a n i s m .  The  reel  proper" is 
m o u n t e d  on a rod  p a s s i n g  l e n g t h w i s e  
t h r o u g h  the  reel  and  is r e v o l v e d  b y  a 
s y s t e m  of g e a r i n g  a t  one  end of the  
casing,  t he  t r a in  of  gea r s  be ing  in 
t u r n  a c t u a t e d  b y  the  r e c i p r o c a t i n g  m o -  
t ion  i m p a r t e d  to  the  reel  cas ing  b y  t h e  
hand .  The  l ine en t e r s  the  cas ing  a t  
t h e  end and  is gu ided  in w i n d i n g  on  
t he  spool  b y  a s l id ing  eye le t ,  w h i c h  
p r e v e n t s  k i n k s  in the  l ine w h e n  it  is 
des i red  to  p a y  i t  ou t  rap id ly .  As t h e  
reel  f o r m s  a p a r t  of  t he  pole,  i t  is n o t  
n e c e s s a r y  to d e t a c h  i t  and  pack  it  
a w a y  b y  i t se l f  w h e n  t he  day ' s  spo r t  is 

ended.  

T I I E  T l l U I ~ P E  T O F  A 1 M [ O T H ,  

The  la te  P r o f e s s o r  Mose ley ,  t he  E n g -  
l i sh  e n t o m o l o g i s t ,  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
no i se  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  d e a t h ' s  h e a d  
m o t h  c o m e s  f r o m  the  insec t ' s  pro.- 
boscls ,  a n d  i s  caused  b y  b l o w i n g  a i r  
t h r o u g h  it. R e c e n t l y  P r o f e s s o r  P o u l -  

t on  e m p l o y e d  a ~ Pstethoscope ' i n  t h e  
e x a m i n a t i o n  of  a 
l iv ing  s p e c i m e n  of  
the  mo th ,  In t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of  t h e  
• Linneau Society, 

and proved that the sound really does 
come  f r o m  t h e  p r o b o s c i s ;  and  t hen ,  
b y  s h o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o u n d  ceased  w h e n  
t he  end  of  t h e  p r o b o s c i s  w a s  d ipped  
in  w a t e r ,  he  s u p p o r t e d  P r o f e s s o r  
M o s e l e y ' s  op in ion  t h a t  a b l a s t  of  a t r  
was  the  cause  of  the  noise .  !7 

C A N A D A ' S  N I C ~ E n  r a O D U C T X O ~ .  
A i t h o u g h  n icke l  w a s  n o t  d i s cove red  

in p a y i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  in ~ C a n a d a  un t i l  
1887, i t  is s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  c o u n t r y  n o w  
p r o d u c e s  40 p e r  c e n t  of  t he  w o r l d ' s  
s u p p l y  of  nickel .  T h e  depos i t s  of  t he  
m e t a l  a r e  in  a d i s t r i c t  n e a r  S u d b u r y  
in Onta r io ,  c o v e r i n g  an  a r e a  of a b o u t  
70 mi les  b y  40. The  ore  c o n t a i n s  a b o u t  
t h r e e  pe r  c en t  of  n icke l  and  a b o u t  an 
equa l  q u a n t i t y  of copper ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i r on  and  su lphu r .  T h e  
n icke l  and  coppe r  a r e  n o t  e x t r a c t e d  in  
Canada ,  b u t  in the  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  One 
mine  has  a l r e a d y  r eached  a dep th  of  
1,100 feet .  

SCIENTIFIC JOTTINGS, 

We Are Far  Ahead. 
Americans are twenty years in ad- 

vance of other nations ~In the art of 
br idge  des ign  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The  
s tee l  of  w h i c h  a b r i d g e  ts m a d e  r e p r e -  
s en t s  a b o u t  ha l f  of  i t s  cost .  S tee l  is 
n o w  m a d e  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a t  
m u c h  less  cos t  t h a n  in a n y  o t h e r  coun -  
t ry .  

] L i g h t  a n d  S i l k  ~ V o r n l s .  

M. Cami l l e  F l a m m a r i o n ,  t he  cele- 
b r a t e d  a s t r o n o m e r ,  has  been  s t u d y i n g  
t h e  ef fec t  o f  co lo red  l igh t  on s i lk -  
worms. White ,light yields the max- 
imum and blue light the minimum 
p r o d u c t i o n  of  silt{. N e x t  to w h i t e  l igh t  
t h e  p u r p l e  of  the  red  end of the  spec-  
t r u m  g ives  the  be s t  r e su l t s .  

A S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Co~L 
3_ w o r k m a n  in  a G e r m a n  chemica l  

w o r k s  h a s  i n v e n t e d  a s u b s t i t u t e  for  
coal,  w h i c h  cos t s  a b o u t  25 cen t s  per  
220 p o u n d s  to  m a n u f a c t u r e .  P e a t  i~ 
t h e  bas i s  of  t he  fuel .  I t  g ives  ou t  g r ea t  
hea t ,  b u r n s  w i t h  a b r i g h t  f lame and 
l e a v e s  no  s l a g  a n d  o n l y  a sma l l  quan-  
t i t y  of  w h i t e  ash .  The  p e a t  is dr ied ,  
c h e m i c a l s  and  p r e s s e d  in to  b r i c k  shape,  

The  l a r g e s t  gu l f  is t he  Gul f  df Mexi-  
co, w h i c h  h a s  an  a r e a  of  a b o u t  800,000 
s q u a r e  mi les ,  d o u b l e  t h a t  of  the  B a y  
of  B e n g a l  and  n e a r l y  o n e - t h i r d  the  
a rea  of the  U n i t e d  S ta tes ,  

Some  peop le  d o n ' t  k n o w  v e r y  much,  
and  w h a t  l i t t l e  t h e y  do k n o w  theY~rre ' 
n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  su r e  of. 


