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Greetings from Gagetown merchants
Age-old customs, traditions
shape contemporary holidays
For all of the many symbols of Christmas—a welcoming wreath

upon a door, gai ly wrapped packages sp i l l ing out from under a tree,
t w i n k l i n g l i gh t s danc ing upon t i n s e l —se ldom is the special s i g n i f i -
cance of the holiday season obscured.

(TOID large ci t ies to remote c o u n t r \ v i l l ages in l ands hoih nearand
far, a sp i r i t of good cheer prevai ls among the people.

There i.x great excitement as agemld customs are followed in pre-
para t ion for the ho l iday c e l e b r a t i o n . A n d , t h o u g h the cus toms may
d i f f e r from land to land, the hol iday s e n t i m e n t remains much the
same in many cu l tu res .

M i d w i n t e r had a l w a y s been a
season of joyous celebration in
a n c i e n t ci u l i / a t i o n v The Ro-
mam paid t r i b u t e to t h e i r dei ty
ol agr icu l ture . Saiurmis. dur ing
the u i n t e r season of S a l u i n a h ; i .

Your holiday game dinner plan

A Roman holiday

It u as a u e e k - l o n g f e s t i v a l
m a r k e d b y p rocess ions , g i f t -
g iving. feasting and decorating
the home w i t h l aure l and ever-
greens.

In u i n t e r a l s o , the Hebrews
c e l e b r a t e d t h e f e s t i v a l o f
Lights , or l l a m i k k a h . w h i c h is
. s t i l l observed today by people of
the Jewish f a i t h . I t is a ho l iday
w h i c h commemorates the re-
d e d i e a t i o n o f t h e T e m p l e i n
J e r u s a l e m by Judas Maccabeus
i n 165 H.C. '

T h e Temple h a d been p i l -
laged by the Sy rian army, and
o n l y ,i s m a l l a m o u n t ol sacred
oi l l e m a i n e d . A l t h o u g h i l w a s
judged tn be enough to last tor
o n l y one J a \ . I he oil burned for
e i g h t days . Therefore the J ews
i ibser \ e H a n u k k a h for e i g h t
J a \ s i n honor o f t h i s m i r a c l e .

Win te r riles

S i m i l a r l y . w m i e r t i me les-
I m t i e s look p lace in carh l :g \p-
l i a n a n d C i r e e k c m l i / a t i o n s .
The ( io lhs . Saxons ami P i u i d s
o l t h e n o r t h e r n l a n d s a l l cele-
brated the . u r i \ a l o[ the w i n t e r
solsi tce u i t l i sMC. i t l e a s i m g a n d
sacrcci n t i i a l s .

These pagan r i t u a l s e v e n t u -
a l l y melded w i t h t h e C h r i s t i a n
e e l e b r a t i o n o f t l i e b i r t h ol '
C h r i s t , and ihe season ' s tes -
t i v i i i e s i i i ok mi a n i n t e n i a l i o n a l
c h a r a c t e r as Chi i s t i . m i t x u i c w
i n a c c e p t a n c e I l i n u i i ' l u n i l t h e
c e n t i m e s .

At f i r s t , the Church re-isted
o b s e r v a t i o n o l pagan r i t u a l s h u t .
l a i l n i ! 1 . i n t h a t a t t e m p t , i t i n c o r -

porated the forms i n t o the Chris-
t ian celebration.

Custom of gift-giving
Perhaps the most w e l l - k n o w n

and widespread of all Chris tmas
t radi t ions is the practice of g i v -
i n g g i f t s .

I he early Romans made g i f t s
to their emperors during Satur-
n a l i a ; t he t h ree w i s e men, o r
Magi , b rough t g i f t s o f go ld ,
f r ank incense and myr rh to the
Chr is t c h i l d ; and an Archbishop
from l.vcia brought the g i f t of
f a i t h to many .

I h is g e n e r o u s A r c h b i s h o p
f r o m Asia Minor was the I;IKK|
S a i n t N i c h o l a s , or S a n t a Claus.
the p a t r o n s a i n t o f y i i I s and
boys.

Chi ld ren a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d
wr i t e to h im at his home at the
N o r t h Pole u i t h t h e i r g i f t r e -
q u e s t s , a p r a c t i c e w h i c h h a s
been abs t r ac t ed I rom a Ger-
m a n i c legend.

The sy mbnls of Chr i s tmas are
both sacred and secular, l-rorn
s p e c i a l h o l i d a y cakes lo the s ta r
o n t h e C h r i s t m a s t r e e , f r o m
s i d e w a l k S a n t a s lo the scene of
the n a t i v i t y . the m i x of pagan
and C h r i s ! KIII sy m h o l i s . m is
t h o r o u g h .

Celtic traditions
K i s M i i g u n d e r t h e m i s t l e t o e

s tems l i m n a n c i e n t Ce l t i c t r a d i -
t i o n . Deco ra t i ng the nee - in
e a r l y l i m e s , w i t h f t m i s ami
s w e e t s s t e i n s l i o i n a n e a i l v
G e r m a n i c w o r s h i p o l v e g e t a -
t i o n .

Send ing C h r i s t m a s g ree t i ngs
lo I r i e n d s and associates .to ex
press f r i e n d s h i p a n d g o o d - w i l l
I t i ' s i came about in V i c t o r i a n
I ' . ng l a iu l .

An Kiifilish f i rs t

Queen V i c t o r i a ' s h u s b a n d .
I ' l i n c c A l b e i t , i n t i o d u c e d i he

Wrap baked goods carefully

before sending through mails
F3akcd goodies are a terrific

present tor someone mi les away
Irorn h o m e - — a I 'n i i lcake or a
s e l e c t i o n of f r e s h l y baked
cookie germ.

B u t , s i n c e t h e y ' r e t o h e
mailed, there are certain precau-
tions yon should l ake .

Firstly, the best cookies for
shipping are fa i r ly moist but not
I r a g i l e ( i e , b r o w n i e s , b a r o r
drop cookies I'illeJl with f r u i t ,
pfelTcrnt is .se) . S t i cky frostings,
nuts and chocolate t r ims should
he avoided

Choose c o n t a i n e r s t h a t are
s t u r d y , such as t i n s or cardboard
boxes. Wrap baked goods in
clear plast ic , a l u m i n u m to i l or

waxed paper. Wrap ind iv idua l -
ly, or in sma l l g roups , depend-
ing on f r a g i l i t y .

In any case, never wrap to-
g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f
cookies. To pack , put cookies
into container In layers, sepa-
r a t i n g l a se r s w i l l ) a piece of
cardboard.

Containers should be placed
i n t o s turdy boves and padded
Packages should, of course, be
tied securely, marked "perish-
able" and mai l ed as much in
advance ol'Christmas as possi-
ble, to avoid s i t t i n g in post of-
f ices—remember, ihe longer i t
remains in t r a n s i t , the more
l i k e l y i t is tha i your baked goods
w i l l arr ive at t he i r des t ina t ion

May that very
Merry Christmas feeling

fill your home from
floor to ceiling!

Warm wishes
and thanks.

Gagetown Oil & Gas, Inc.
Phone 665-9951 Gagetown

first Christmas tree in England
from his native Austria in 1 X 4 1 ,

Centur ies -o ld customs have
been handed clown in a spi r i i of
heart -w a r m i n g brotherhood.
C h i l d r e n grow e x c i t e d a t the
though t of Santa 's v i s i t , or the
chance to sit on his knee at the
local department store.

Singers both voting and old
ven ture out into the crisp night,
f i l l i n g ihe a i r w i t h t h e sweet
sounds of Christinas carols.

College students gather in the
d o r m l o u n g e , s u r r o u n d e d by
bowls of popcorn, needles and
' thread, red and green r ibbons,
and an e ight- foot tree w a i t i n g to
be decorated.

Heart-warming season

Very feu hearts escape being
touched by the spirit of Christ"
mas. B r i s t l i n g commuters don ' t
seem as eas i ly b r i s t l ed d u r i n g
Ihe liolida) season.

The m a i l m a n steps a l i t t l e
l i g h t e r , desp i t e t he increased
ucighi in his bag. Teachers give
less homework . Mothers a l low
the i r babes an hour or two long-
er before bedtime.

C h r i s t m a s t i m e is t i m e to' t ake
stuck ol ihe good t h i n g s in l i fe :
the s i m p l e pleasures, the com-
f o r t s , t he b l e s s ings o f f a m i l y
and friends.

Pleasures of memory

A n d . w h e n the I 2 d a y s of
Chris tmas h a v e passed, and the
decorations r e t u r n to t h e i r boxes
u n t i l n e x t year, there i s a l w a y s
the l i n g e r i n g pleasure in re-
m e m b e r i n g a l l those s m i l i n g
laces and d a n c i n g eyes, the true
symbols of holiday happiness.

Game dinners are perfect at
holiday lime, and the hunter in
the family will love this special,
festive table arrangement.

W i t h d u c k , for example ,
compliment the hunter by really
dressing it up elegantly with an
orange glaze, and garnish it wi th
orange slices, parsley and red
cranberries. You'l l also please
him by serv ing another clas-
sic—Erlanger beer, the perfect
beverage with game.

Decorate you table imagina-

tively with a hunt ing horn or any
other hunting paraphernalia you
have.

Make a festive centerpiece
w i t h a wrea th of seasona-1
greens, p lac ing a n u m b e r of
"special label" beer bottles in
the center to serve as candle-
holders, and dress the hollies
with small holly necklaces. To
prevent lipping, f i l l the bottles
w i t h water , pebbles or sand.
Add small ornaments and a bow
to the wreath.

WHKTHKK YOU'VK (JOT AN IN-HOUSE HUNTER or buy
your ^jiiiie from the store, a cl i iMsir holiday dinner is a beauti-
fully fjluzed duck wi th Orange Sauce. To please the hunter
even more, nerve n cold ami frothy "upecial label" Ix.-er. An
i m a g i n a t i v e centerpiece of (Tiri - tma* ^reeMH with bottle
cmulleliolilcrs, dressed up with holly, make* (be table festive.

ROAST-DUCKLING
WITH ORANGE GLAZE

1 duckling, about 5
pounds
Salt and pepper

Vi cup orange marmalade

Sprinkle duck wi th salt and
pepper; truss.

Place duck, breast side down,
on rack in shallow roasting pan.

Roast in 350°F. oven 1 hour.
Turn duck over; roast about

1 Vz hours longer or unt i l duck is
tender.

Spread d u c k w i t h orange
marmalade for last 15 minules
roasting t ime. ,

Serve with Orange Sauce.

ORANGE SAUCE

I tablespoons butter
1 tablespoon grated

orange peel
1 small clove garlic,

minced
2 tablespoons flour

'/4 teaspoon salt
Few grains pepper

'/j teaspoon catsup
V) cup orange juice
1 cup chicken broth
2 tablespoons orange

marmalade
2 navel oranges,

sectioned

In smal l saucepan over low
heat, melt bu t te r w i t h orange
peel and garlic.

Blend in (lour, salt , pepper
and catsup u n t i l smooth.

Gradua l ly s t i r in orange juice,
chicken broth and marmalade.

Cook and stir over medium
heat u n t i l m i x t u r e th ickens and
boils.

Lower heat and s immer 5
minutes , stirring occasionally.

Add orange sections.
Serve over duckl ing.
Yield: 2 cups.

Let Santa
go modern if

he likes . . . but the
sentiment is

old-fashioned, still.
Warm greetings and thanks

for your loyalty.

Petrolane Gas Service, he.
tfchone 665-991 1 Gagetown i

"Hanging of the greens"
fuels Yule spirit at YWCA

Savoring traditions of the old
whi le i m p a r t i n g f lavors of the
n e w . Young Women's Christ-
ian Associa t ions in more than
6,000 locations t h r o u g h o u t the
United States fuel the Yule spirit
w i t h t he i r decades-old "Hang-
ingof the Greens" celebra t ions .

The end of the old year and
b e g i n n i n g of a new one have
long been m a r k e d by spec ia l
c e r e m o n i e s a n d d e c o r a t i v e
m o t i f s then ied t o i m a g i n a t i v e
uses ot holiday greens.

Because of the diversity of
the YWCA locat ions , decora-
tions u s u a l l y reflect green p lant
anil Iree spec ia l t i e s of the.se
a r e a s , a c c o r d i n g to J e w e l
He-email Graham, president of
ihe YWCA of the U.S.A.

Preparing for the fes t ive sea-
son is an "a l l h a n d s " e f f o r t ,
w i t h women and girls from var-
ied e t h n i c , social a ml economic
backgrounds c o n t r i b u t i n g t he i r
expertise.

" I t ' s t h i s shar ing tha t points
up the fact t h a t Christmas and
other special events marked by
people of other f a i t h s makes th i s
period of the year a holiday for
everyone.

" I t ' s a ho l iday t ime w h i c h
draws ideas from everyone to
strengthen mu tua l understand-
ing and to u n i f y us in both a re-
igjous and secular sense as we

mark the season," she says.
The creche, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l

symbol of C h r i s t m a s , is one
:e at t i re of "Hang ing of the
jreens" observances. Set in a
lank of fresh pines, Ihe N a t i v i t y
Igures are always the center of
u t rac t ion .

Holly is used extensively, re-

fleeting the legend that the shiny
bush sprang up w h e n the I n f a n t
took his f i rs t step. Greens, fires,
mistletoe and holly have long
since moved from the realms of
pagan and Chr i s t i an re l igions to
t h e i r ro le a s d e c o r a t i v e and
w a r m i n g v i s u a l accessories.

Hal l s c o n t i n u e to he decked
w i t h green branches, hut they
are used also as centerp ieces ,
w i n d o w and door wrea ths , vase
and t a b l e decora t ions .

I-olklore has i t that al l the trees
in the w i n t e r forest bloomed a t
the b i r th of C h r i s t - - - - s o trees
have emerged as ibe "stars" of
the holiday season.

At YWC'As all OUT the coun-
try trees a re t r i m m e d w i t h d is-
t i n c t i v e decora t ions t h a t a re the
h a n d i w o r k of member s who
h a v e f a s h i o n e d t h e m d u r i n g
crafts classes at Ihe YW.

Bells, mus i ca l i n s t r u m e n t s ,
a n g e l s , a n i m a l s , t w i n k l i n u
h a l l s , homemade cand ie s and
cookies a r e t r a d i t i o n a l , o f
course, agrees M r s . Graham,
but .sea she l l s , local f r u i t s , n u t s ,
f lowers , birds and bu t t e r f l i e s
jo in t h e m i n loca l i / ed v a r i e t y
area-In area.

Many Associa t ions feel t h a t
decorat ions w h i c h d o n ' t de -
ter iora te are good ideas, sound
ones ecologically, as wel l .

Live evergreens placed in
s t u r d y w o o d e n t u b s c a n h e
t r immed as fes t ive ly as the cut
varieties and, after the holidays,
are planted on YW grounds or in
a c o m m u n i t y pa rk . They are
reminders of Christmas past all
t h r o u g h t h e year . . . and of
fresh new year beginnings.

O L D - F A S H I O N E D I 'KAMT BRITTLE from the
microwave oven is u favorite Y»l«'ti(!e treat.

Old-fashioned peanut brittle
quick, easy in microwave oven

F.very body loves the hol iday
season - i t ' s the t i m e of year
w h e n f r i e n d s a n d f a m i l y a r e
b u s i l y p i epa r i n g s p e c i a I
m o u t h - w a l e r i n g goodies t o
s h a r e w i t h o thers .

OKI fashioned peanut brit t le
is one t e m p t i n g nea t t h a t has
been a \ u l c l i m e f a v o r i t e th rough
the ages.

" l i v e n n i c e r , " s a y h o m e
e c o n o m i s t s "de l ic ious peanut
b r i t t l e can now be made quickly
and e a s i l y in a m i c r o w a v e oven.
No more s l i n i n g c o n s t a n t l y and
checking closely u n t i l the m i x -
tu r e teaches the p i o p e r t e m p e r a -
ture."

Quick-cooking

The f o l l o w i n g rec ipe l akes
only n i n e m i n u l e s to prepare in a
m i c r o w a v e o v e n , and i t ' s so
good y o u ' l l w a n t to make sev-
eral batches I'm g i l t - g i v i n g , too.

OLD FASHIONED
PEANUT BRITTLE

I cup raw peanuts
1 cup sugar

Vi cup whi t e corn syrup
'/N (sp. salt

1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. v a n i l l a
I tsp. butter

In a l ' : - i | U a r t casserole, st ir
together peanuts, sugar, syrup
and s a l t .

Cook S m i n u t e s at H I G H ,
stirring w e l l after 4 m i n u t e s .

Add but le r and v a n i l l a
Cook I m i n u t e l onge r at

H I G H .
Add b a k i n g soda and q u i c k l y

stir u n t i l l ight anil foamy.
I m m e d i a t e l y pour onto l i g h t -

ly but tered bak ing sheet.
Spread out th in .
When cool, break i n t o pieces.
Store in a i r - l i g h t container.

QJjoining Santo
in our wishes

for a holiday full of gay spirits and
happy surprises! Thanks.

Farm Bureau
Gagetown

Sk-

Delivering" our
good wishes for a

Merry Christmas
right to your door,

and extending a
barnyard full of

thanks for your
kind patronage.

rloliday lights

brighten the

landscape shining

a message of

brotherhood and

love to all the

world. They express

'oo our thanks for

your kindness

.- and trust.

Gagetown Elevator. Inc.
Blount Agriculture

W

iling up stacks of
Yuletide wishes for a

warm and festive
holiday! Serving you

is a privilege '...thank
KELLY'S MARKET

Wayne and Joan Tomich
Joyce -Donna -Donna Lee -Linda

Paul -Mark -Mike -Tom -Lloyd -Joe -Butch
Gagetown "Open 7 Days A Week".

i
665-2521 8!"

I Want Help Finding What You J

} Want? Try The Want-Ads Today! |


