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Greetmgs from Gagetown merchants

For all af the many symbols af Christmas—u welcoming wreath
upun a door, gaily wrapped packages spilling out fram under a teee,
twinkling lights dancing upon tinsel—seldom is the spectal signifi-
cance of the holiday season abscured.

From large cities 1o remote country villages in lands bath near and
far, o spiritof goad cheer prevails among the peaple.

ﬂ\m is great excitement as age-old customs ure followed in pre-
paration for the holiday celebration. And, though the customs may
dirfer from land to land, the holiday sentiment remains much the

same in many cultures.
Midwinter hadd always been a
seasan of joyeus celebration in
ancient u\rllf diens., The Ro-
ans paid wibute o their deity
afagricultue, Sarous, during
the sinter scason of Saturnalr.

A Roman holiday

I was o week-long lestival
marked by processions, gifl-
giving, leasting and decorting
the home with Lwrel and ever-
areens.

ln winter also, the Hebrews
celebrated the Festival of
Lights, or Hanukkah, which is
still ohserved today by people of
the Jewish fah. Teis o holiday
which commiemoavates the re-
Jedication ol the Temple in
Jerusalem by Judas Muocabeus
in 163 B.C

The Temple had been pil-
Biped by the Sy nan army, and
unh a ~mall amount of Sacred
ol renained. Although it was
judaad e be wnough to st tur
anly one Juy . the il burned o
w'h{. avs. Therefore the Jews
abserve Hunukkah tor cight
Jdavs in hopor ol this min wle,

Winter rites

Seanlarly o wmtertine tes-
v aties ook pleee incarly fnvp-
tian and Greck civibizations.
The Goths, Savens and Phuids
of the northern s Wl eele-
Brated the iarmval ot the winier
solstive with great leasting and
savred nidals,

These pagan rituals eventy-
allyv meided with the Chiistin
celehrarion ol the birth of
Christ, and the scason's fes-
trvtties tosk o ancinternational
character as Choslianity grew
I accepliance tuouehout the
centuries

At Brst, the Chureh resinted
vhaervatton of pagan vituals but
Falingan that attempr, ot e

porated the forms intothe Chris-
tiun celebration.
Custom of gift-giving

Perlaps the muost weli-known
and widespread of &) Christmas
tracitions s the practive of give
g yifly,

The arly Romans mude gifis
(0 thefr emperars dunng Satur-
nalia; the three wise nen, or
Mg, brought gifts of gald,
frankincense and nreh (o the
Christ childs and an Are hbishop
from Lycia beoughi the aift of
faith 1o many.

This generous ‘\uhhuhnp
from Asia Minar was the pod
Suaint Nicholas, or Santa Claus,
the patron sainl of gicls and
boys,

Children all vver the world
WY o Bt s home al the
North Pale with their gift re-
quests, i practice which has
been absiracied from o Ger-
manic fegend,

The sy mbols of Chidstas ae
both sacred amd secular, bBram
spectal holiduy cakes to the star
o the Christmas dree, Diom
sidesdh Sankis 1o the seene of
the mativiy, the inix of pagsn
and Chrostian sy mbobism iy
therotgh.

Celtic traditions

Kisning onder the mistlenoe
stems om ancient Celtic tradi-
fan. Decorating the tiee --in
carty times. witl trutes and
swoecls o stems from an carly
Guomanire worship of vegeta-
tion.

Sending Chistmas grectings
10 friends and assocites Lo ey
press friendsinp and good-wil
fiest e abow i Victonan
Lngland,

An English first

Quoeen Victarra's husband,
Prince Atbern, intnsdueed the

Wrap baked goods ca refully

before sending

Baked soodies we atemific
present for someone miles aw ay
from home-—a fruitcake or o
selection of ll\.hl‘al} haked
cookic gems.

Bui, since they're (o be
nuandled, there are cortain precay -
tions vou should tuke.

Firstly . the best cookies for
shipping are fairly moist but not
fragile (ie, brownies, bar or
drop cookies tilletl with frui,
plellernussel. Sticky frostings,
nuts and chocolae trims should
he avoided.

Choose containers that are
sturdy, such astins or cardboard
boves. Wrap baked poods in
clear ptastic, aluminum fuil or

through mails

wined paper. Wrap individual-
Woorin snwdl groups, depend-
ing on fragilin.

In uny cane. never wrap to-
gether different Kinds of
cookies. To pack. put cookies
it comtainer by bayvers, sepa-
rsting ayers with a piece of
cardboard.

Containers should be pliaced
mto sturdy boves and padded.
Packages should. of course, he
tied securely . marked " perish-
able™ and matled as much in
advance of Christimas as possi-
ble, ter avold sating in post of-
fiees —remember, the longer it
remains in transit, the more
Dkely itis that your baked goods
will arrive at their destination
stale.

Phone 665-9951

Merry Christmas feeling

Gagetown Oil & Gas, Inc.

May that very

fitl your home from
floor to ceiling!

Warm wishes
and thanks.
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Gagetown

first Christmas tree in bngiaml

© o his nutive Austrin in 1841,

Centuries-eld customs have

been handed down in a spirit of

heart-wurming brotherhood,
Children grow excited at the
thought of Sunta’s visit, or the
chunce to sit on his koee at the
Toval departinent store,

Singers hoth young and vld
veniure oul into the crisp night,
filiing the air with the sweel
sounds of Cheistmns carols. -

Callege students gither in the
dorm lnum,c surraunded by
bowls of popeern, needles and
thread, red und green ribbons,
and i eight-loot tree wiiting to
be deconted.

Heart-warming scason

Very few hearts escape being
iuched by the spirt of Christ-
nas. Bustling commuters don’y
seein as casiiy bristled duripg
the holiday seuson.

The marlman steps a linle
hghter. despite the lmrcuud
mn_hl inhis bag. Teachers give
less homework. Mothers allow
their bubes an hour or two fong-
er hefore hedtime.

Christmastime is time 10 take
stach af the goed things in life;
the simple pleasures, the com-
forts, the blessings of family
and friends.

Pleasures of memory

And. when the 12 days of
Christmus have passed, and the
decorations return o their hoxes
unul next year, there is vy
the Bingering pleasure in re-
rmmhunn-' all those smiling
faves wnd din wing eyes, the rrue
sybols of Imlul.t} happiness.

“Hanging of the greens”

fuels Yule spirit at YWCA

Savoring traditions of the old
while imparting flavors of the
new. Young Women's Christ-
iun Associations in more than
6,080 locations throughout the
United States fuel the ‘:’uh spirit
with their decades-old **Hang-
ingof the Greens™” cefebrations.

The end of the old year and
beginning of a new one hyve
long been marked by special
ceremotivy and decorative
matifs themed 1w inaginative
wses of holiday greens,

Because of the diversity of
the YWCA locations, decoru-
tions usually reflect green piant
and tree specialtivs of these
dreas, pccording 1o Jewel
Freeman Graham, president of
the YWCA ol the U 8. A

Preparing for the festive sea-
sy is an Call hands effort,
with wormen amd gisls from var-
ied ethnic, social and economic
backprounds contribuling their
expertise,

“Is this sharing that poings
up the fact that Christmas and
ather special events marhed by
people of other fuiths makes this
period of the year @ holiday for
evervone,

s a holiday tme which
draws ideas from everyane o
strengthen mutual understand.-
ing ard to unily us in both a re-
ligious and secutar sense as we
mark the season.”” she says.
The creche, the inlernational
symbal of Christmas, is one
feature of "“Hanging of the
Greens™ observances, Set in a
bunk of fresh pines, the Nutivity
Iigun.s are always the center of
attraction,

Holly is used extensively, re-

Game dinners are perfect at
holiday time, and the hunter in
the family will love this special,
festive uble arrangement.

With duck, for example,
compliment the hunter by really
deessing il up elepantly with an
orange glaze, and garnish it with
orange slices, parsley and red
cranberries, You'H also please
him by serving another clus-
sic—Erfanger beer, the perfect
beverape with game.

Decorate you table imagina-

Age-old customs, traditions | Your holiday game dinner plan

shape contemporary holidays

tively with a hunting horn orany ROAST-DUCKLING
ather hurting paraphernalia you  ywTH ORANGE GLAZE
have, :

Make a festive centerpiece I duckling, about 5
with a wreath of seasonal pounds

Salt and pepper

greens, placing & number of
¥ cup orange marmalade

“special label" beer bottles in
the center to serve as ¢andle-
holders, and dress the bottles
with small holly necklaces, To
prevent tipping, fill the bottles
with water, pebbles or sand.
Add smal} ornaments and a bow
to the wreath,

Sprinkle duck with salt and
pepper; truss,

Place duck, breast side down,
on rack in shallow rousting pan,

Roast in 350°F. aven 1 hour,

Turn duck over; reast about

WHETHER YOU'YE GO'T AN IN-HOUSE HUNTER or buy
your game from the store, 1 classic haliday dinnee is a beanti-
Fully glazeal dueck with Orange Suuee, To please the hunter
even more, serve acobil and frothy “special label” beer. An

imaginative centerpicee of Christmas greens with bottle
candlehobders, dressed up with holly, makes the table festive.
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flecting the legend that the shiny
bush sprang up when the Infumt
took his first step. Greens, fires,
mistletae and holly have long
since moved from the realms of
pagan wind Chris i religions o
their role as decorative and
wirming visial acvessories.

Halls conttpue 10 he decked
with green branches, bhut they
are used also as centerpicees.
windaw and door wreaths, vase
and table decorations,

Folklore has it that all the trees
in the winter forest bloomed ar
the birth of Christ - 80 trees
have emerged as the “stars™ of
the holiday season,

AUYWOAS allover the coun-
try trees are trimmed with dis-
tinctive decorations that are the
hapdiwork of members who
have fashioned them during
cratls clusses at the YW,

OLD-F. \N!II()\I' I PEANLT

Everybody loves the holiday
season - a0y the time of year
when friends and family are

Bells, musical instruments,  busily preparing special
angeds, animals, twinkfing  mouth-watering gaadies o

share wath uthers.

(N Tashioned peanut bode
is une lempting treal that has
been a vuletinwe fuvorite through
the apes.

CEven nicer sy hone
ceancmsts Crdelicious peand
it vien pow be made Juickly
wid casiy i micrewase aven.
No mere slisting vonstant!y and
cheching ¢ fowely untt the mix-
tare reaches the propertempera-
e,

hoinemade candies and
cookies are 1raditional, of
course, agrees Mrs, CGraham,
but sca shells, local fruits, nuts,
fowers, birdsy and butierihies
Join them in locaiized variety
area-by-arca.

batdly,

Muany Associtions feel that
decorations which dun't de-
teriorate are poud ideas, sound
ones ceaologically, as well

Live evergreens placed in
sturdy waoden tubs can be
rimmed a8 festively as the et
varieties and, after the holidays,
are planted on YW grounds or in
g community park. They are
reminders of Chrisunas past al!
through the year .. . and of
fresh mew year beginnings,

Quick-cooking

The following recipe takes
only nine inutes o prepare ina
micrawave oven, and iUs so
goad you'll want o nike sev-
eral litches for gilt-giving, too.

in our wishes

oining Santa 2

for a holiday full of gay spirits and
happy surprises! Thanks.

arm Bureau
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CHBISTMASH

Declivering our
good wishes for a. |

Merry Christmas §
right to your dnor.,=

1% hours longer or until duck is
tender.

Spread duck with orange
Tarmalade for last 15 minutes
reasting time.

Serve with Orange Sauce,

ORANGE SAUCE

2 tahlespoons butter
1 tablespoon grated
orange peel
I small clove garlic,
minced
2 tablespoons flour
Y4 teaspeon salt
Few grains pepper
Y4 teaspoon catsup
15 cup orange juice
1 cup chicken broth
2 tablespoons orange
marmalade
2 navel oranges,
sectioned

In small savcepan over low
heat, melt buter with oringe
peel and garlic,

Blend in {lour, sal,
and catsup until smooth.

Gradually stirinorange juice,
chicken broth and marmalade,

Cook and stir over medium
heat until mixture thickens and
boils.

Lower heat and simmer 3
minutes, stirring occasionally,

Add orange sections.

Serve aver duckling,

Yield: 2 cups.,

pepper

BRITTLE from the

microwave oven is s favorite Yaledide treat.

Old-fashioned peanut brittle

quick, easy in microwave oven

OLD FASHIONED
PEANUT BRITTLE

cup i peanuts
cup sugar

cup white corn syrup
4 tsp. sult

1 tsp. haking seda

I tsp. vanilla

1 tsp. batter

R ey
€ —

In o D2-guart casserole, stie
together peunuls, sugar, syrap
and salt.

Cook 8 minules at HIGH,
stirring well sfter 4 minues.

Add butter and vanills.

Cook 1 mimte fanger ol
HIGH.

Add buking sodicand quickly
stir until light and fowmy.

Lmmedialely pour onte light-
Iy huttered huking sheet.

Spread out thin,

When conl, break inte preces.

Stare in air-tight container.

and extending a

barnyard full of

thanks for your

Gagetown Elevator. Inc.

Bilount Agricuiture

CASS CITY, MICHIGAD

Let Santa
go modem if
he likes . . . but the
senfiment |s
old-fushioned, still, !
Warm greetings ond thanks
for your loyaity, ¢
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= Holidoy lights

brighten the
landscape shining |

a message of

. brotherhood and
. Hove 1o all the

world. They express |
“ too our thanks for

your Yindness
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and frust,
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Evans Products

Gagetown
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kind patr(mage.
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leg up stacks of,
Yuletide wishes for a
warm and festive
holiday! Serving you ;;
s a privilege...thanks. §!

KELLY’S MARKET g

Wayne and Joan Tomich ﬁ)k
Joyce - Donna - Donna Lee - Linda m
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Paul - Mark - Mike - Tom - Lloyd - Joe - Butch

Gagetown “Open 7 Days A Week", 665-2621
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| - Want Help Findin'g' What You
' Want? Try The Want-Ads Today! :
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