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Revenue to decline

Tight county budget

nav
12

Tuscola

laying off any of its employ-
ees.

But doing so may require
closing of Tuscola county’s
only park and depriving the
county Road Commission of
additional funds for snow
plowing and road
maintenance among various
€conomy measures.

The county Board of Com-
missioners gave tentative
approval Tuesday to its 1981
general fund budget, which
calls for expenditures of
$3,930,347, a scant $47,708
more than it will probably
spend this year.

What makes the picture so
cloudy is that general fund
revenue in 1981 will decline
to $3,670,222, including what
is left over {from this year,
down Irom 1480 revenue of
34,117,048,

The county will survive
next year, according to
Comimissioner Ken
Kennedy, chairman of the
board's finance commitlee,
by using $260,125 it has saved
in federal revenue sharing
funds,

That will leave a balance
of unly $4,493, which equals
about half of a county
payroll, That isn't much if
you're running a business,”
he commented. “As 1 told
the hoard, this is a very,
verysserjous situation,™

The public will have an
opportunity to commenl on
the budget at a public hear-
ing this coming Tuesday at
Mg m. in the board meefing
roonm in the coarthouse in
Caro.

After Lhe hearing, the
seven commissioners will
make any last-minute
changes before approving

county may
squeak through 198t without

the financial document.

There are two reasons for
the county's severe financial
situation, according to
Kennedy.

One is that Tuscola must
operate on 4.2 mills, the low-
est levy of any county in the
state. Property taxes
provide about half of the
county's income. Voters in
August and November
rejected a proposed hali-
mill increase in the levy
(combined with a half-mill
for bridges).

THE OTHER BIG CON-
tributing factor is the re-
duction in state revenues to
the county.

Kennedy didn’t have the
budget breakdown with him
at home when contacted by
the Chronicle Tuesday
evening, so couldn't say how
much Tuscela will be losing
from Lansing.

In 1979, out of total reve-
nues to the county of $2.7
million, revenue from the state
totaled $586,930, so what hap-
pens in Lansing has a signif-
icant impact on county oper-
ations.

Perhaps hardest hit will be
the county Medical Care
Facility, which had re-
quested an increase in its
counly appropriation from
the $100,000 it received
this vear to §2H3418 next
year to’ make up the loss
of Medicaid revenues trom
the state. The budget given
tentative approval Tuesday
repeats the $i00,000 ap-
propriationin 1481.

Communily Mental Health
Services, which is supposed
lo get 90 percent of ils
funding from the state but
won't, wanted an increase
from the countly from $38,000
received this year to $48,000
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The off-again, on-again

= layolfs at the Caro Regional

Cenler
again.

Announcement was made
last week that as of Jan. 3,
170 empioyees would be out
of work there as the result of
the latest stale austerity

are  parlially off

- Mmeasures,

Because of bumping rights
of employees with more
sentority, more Lthan 200 em-
ployees were to he notified
~Friday that they would he

Jaid off.

That was last week,

Tuesday of this week,
center Director Dr. Martin

- Roll said, “‘aceording to the

nformation I have today,"” a
“significant number’’ of the

= 170 would not lose their jobs
- after all.

OFF TO

“it's very disconcerting
(to  employees) issuing
notices and then rescinding
them,” he commented.

There were two changes
for the latesl lurn-around
from Lansing. the director
explained,

One was that Tuesday he
received up to date budget
figures for the institution he
directs, so he was busy
trying to find out how many
employees could be sup-
ported with the money avail-
able.

He expected to have the
answer Wednesday.

The other reason far the
change is the possible effect
of a state proposal for
waork eight hours wilhout pay
out of every two-week, 80-
hour, pay period, in ex-
change for which they will

next year. [t will get $38,000.
The Health Deparlment
wanted an increase from the
county from its present
$205,000 to $225,000, to make
up for loss of revenue from
Lansing. It will again get
$205,000. Kennedy added that
the health board, of which he
is a member, meets Friday
to decide on salaries and
wages of depariment
employees for 1981,
COURTHOUSE EM-
ployees will receive a 7.65

percent increase in their-

salaries in 1981, as provided
for in their union contract.
Department heads, the
board decided Oct. 28, wiil
receive a 7 percent pay
boost.

However, with the county
exhausting ils surplus reve-
nues next year, Kennedy
suggested the board may
have to [reeze department
heads' salaries in 1982 at the
1981 level,

He said the board “will ex-
plore" the possibility of ask-
ing the Fraternal Order of
Police, which represents
sheriff's department
employees, to forgo pay in-
creases during lhe first six
months ol their new contract,
vel lo be negoliated, which
will take effecl July 1 of next
year.

The proposed hudget does
not include funding {or
operation of the county park
at Quanicassee, which will
save the county $3.910 over
what il spent this year,

Most of the increases con-
tained in the budgel are to
cover salary mereases.

Some olher increases are’
unavoidable. Kmployee
hospital insurance will coslt
$115,000 next year, an in-
crease of $13,000, becaunse of

ad as expected

receive an addibona) vaca-
tion day or be evenlually

- reimbursed.

So far, 32 employees have
volunteered to participate,
contingent on the state using
the funds it saves to keep
additional employees nn the
payroll,

The regional center has
atready made cutbacks, Roll
pointed out, via some layoffs
and not replacing employees
wha left. From a peak of 850
positions, the payroll has
declined to a current staff of
732

implied in much of his
conversation was that al-
though many of the proposed
layoffs are being rescinded
this week, based on past
praclice of the bureaucrals
in Lansing, circumstances
could change again.

OKLAHOMA - Standing in his almost empty barn is Archie Weller,

ffs

the boost in premiums,
Insurance for county
buildings, etc., and bonds
will cost an additional
$12,000. Social Security con-
tributions are going up
$16,200.

The cost of funding child
care for wards of the probate
court is budgeted at $183,260,
up from the $169,400 the
county will probably spend
this year, but that is a cost
the county has no control
over.

The one substantial sav-
ings in the budget is for
drains at large, which cost
the county $170,957 this year.
Next year, with the Moore
Drain expense out of the
way, it should only have to
pay $66,379 for drains.

THE COUNTY'S ONLY
salvation in 1981 is the
$300,000 it.-should receive in
[ederal revenue sharing
funds, which isn't included
as part of the county's gen-
eral fund revenues of $3.67
million.

But of the funds received
from thal source this year,
$135,000 wenl lo the Road
Commission for snow
plowing and road mainte-
nance, $75,000 was
earmarked for the Health
Departmenl home nursing
program and $15,000 went to
county libraries.

Please turnto page 9.
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CHRISTMAS GREETING -- Cindy Opanasenko of Cass City was one

of approximately 125 students from Highland Pines School in Caro to
be greeted by Santa Claus Monday at the ninth annual Christmas party
at the Cass Theatre for handicapped voungsters, Bauer Candy Co. pro-
vided the Christmas candy and General Telephone paid for lunch at
The Station dining room, reopened for the occasion.

Good-bye to Cass City

Texas, Ollahoma pro

land for jo

By Mike Eliasohn

Archiec  Weller is going
hack ‘home to Ponca City,
Okla.

Richard Lester is going to
Texas, where he has never
heen belore.

They are leaving the Cass
City area because they do
not have jobs and there are
none 1o be found in this area.

Weller, who with his wife
Linda, auctioned off most of
their belongings Saturday
already has a job in Ponca
City.

Lester is geing to Texas to
look for work.

He will be part of a
growing trend. According to
Charles Cramer, manager
of the Caro branch office of
the Michigan Employment
Security Commission, about
100 persons registered there
have gone to Texas in the
last two months and '‘the
next thing you know, they
find work."”

Mosl of those persons,
mostly men, who went to
Texas, Cramer said, went to
Houston, and most got jobs
working on oil drilling rigs,
either on land or offshore,

~ who will leave Dec. 28 with his family for a new job in Oklahoma, after having
been unemployed almost a year. ' )

Some who had been work-
ing as linemen here found
emplovment doing the same
work in Texas.

The unemployment rale in
Tuscola county, according lo
Cramer, dropped from 15.6
percent in September, Lo
14.8 percent in October, the
latest month for which sta-
tistics are available, but is
starting to go up again.

His office was handling
3,500 claims a week in No-
vember, Now it's up to 4,600,
due partially to laid-off con-
struction workers filing
claims.

He added that since Oct. 1
of last year, 3,300 persons
who had claims at the Caro
office had exhausted their
unemployment benefits,
which last a maximum of 39
weeks. Unless they finally
found a job, presumably
their next stop was the
Department of Social Serv-
ices (welfare’. '

Other than a few openings
for skilled professionals, in-
cluding a doctor and plant
manager, Cramer said, “we
don't have a thing.”

““Unless something drastic
happens, which T don’t see
happening,” Cramer said
the forecast is that autc
plants will increase layoffs
in January.

RICHARD LESTER
doesn't want to wait until his
unemployment benefits run
out before he finds anather
job.

His wife Jean, who worked
for Walbro in Cass City for
about three years, was laid
off last spring.

He had worked for Walbro
for three years in Caro and
Cass City but quit in a
disagreement in August. Be-
cause he quit his job, he had
to wait 13 weeks before he
could start receiving unem-
ployment benefits, which as
of last week only had 11
more weeks to run,

“There isn't much
around,” he said of his
fruitless job hunting efforts,
He had looked for either a
factory or mechanie’s job.

1 don’t think it’s going to
be better by spring. It
doesn't look that hopeful.”

Besides a desire to keep
food on the table, Lester, 23,
has another incentive for

1 WILL BE
at the Pinney State.Bank
Friday, Dec. 19, to collect
township taxes. Elkiand
Township Treasurer.

going to Texas. "l can't
stand cold weather.” Mov-
ing to a warmer climate is
something he has been
thinking about for three or
four wvears. 1 always
thought ['d like the Sun Belt,

He and his wife were mar-
ried in May of last year.
They have a son, Joshua, 7
months.

As of last week, he and his
wife hadn't decided wheth-
er they would all go to Texas
or he would go ahead to look
for work.

Their house north of Cass
City was far sale and if it
isn't sold by the time they
leave, he plans to rent it out.

FOR ARCHIE WELLER,
48, the move to Ponca City,
near the Kansas border,
came quickly.

He was laid off almost a
year ago from Sebewaing
Industries, a manufacturer
of auto parts, where he had
worked a year as an electric-
ian. He had worked for ahout
three years before then at
Eaton Foundry in Vassar
and before that, for seven
years for the Chesapeake
and Ohie Railroad in Sagi-
naw.

He left Oklahoma in 1958,
where he had farmed, and
lived in Ilinois for 10 years
before coming to Michigan,
He met his wife, Linda, in
Tllinois. They were married
in 1971, Her parents live in
Caro.

Their children are Benny,
16 and Belinda, 12, from his
first marriage, and Amy, 3,
and Yvonne, 7 months,

After he lost his job,
Wweller went looking for an-
other one all over Michigan

" RICHARD LESTER
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. destitute,

b seekers

-- Gaylord, the Upper Penin-
sula, Detroit, Corunna,
Grand Rapids.

All he found were some
jobs in Detroit paying $5-6an
hour. ““It wouldn't pay me to
move there or lo drive
down there.”

At the brick manufactur-
ing plant at which he applied
in Corunna, he was teld of an
opening at the firm’s plant in
Texas.

Thanksgiving week, he
went to Texas. The job at
Mineral Wells wasn't quite
what he wanted - it was for
a supervisor --so he decided
to visit his sister in Ponca
City and see what he could
find there.

“They had several jobs."”
He accepted an offer from
Vacuum Maid as an electric-
jan at $9.15 an hour, more
than he made at Sebewaing
Industries. The firm em-
ploys more than 300 and
manuiactures a central vac-
uum cleaning system that is
built into homes,

AS A SKILLED WORK-
er, Weller will be well paid,
but that isn’t true for gen-
eral factory workers, he
said, Starting pay-averages
$4.25 an hour, ‘‘something
like that.”

Low pay is one of the
attractions for firms to build
plants there, as he reeled of{
a list of companies with fac-
tories there or planning to
build there.

Another disadvantage for
workers is the high cost of
heusing. Homes rent for
$275-600 a month,

In addition to his factory
job, Weller had been farm-
ing 110 acres, almost all
rented land. He figures if he
had the money to add 70
more acres, he could have
lived off of his farming.

The family hasn't been
Mrs. Weller, a
registered nurse, is director
of nurses at Provincial
House in Cass City. The
hospital in Ponea City has
already teld her “it could
have put her ta work yester-
day-” ‘

Saturday, the Wellers auc-
tioned off ali their belong-
ings except for some furni-
ture and their clothes. Their
house, 9.5 acres, large barn
and detached garage were

also on the auction block, but -

Weller had the bidding
stopped when it didn’t get
close enough to what he
wanted.

" Pleaseturn to page 10.
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Gagetown,
Owendale

may get
sewer funds

Gagetown and Owendale
may receive federal funding

" for theit proposeéd sanitary [

sewer and sewage treatment
systems by early next year.

If they get the money, and
that's still not certain, con-
siruction may not start for a
year after that.

A major step in the ap-
proval process came with .
approval by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection
Agency (EPA) of “finding of
no significani environment-
al impact statements for
the proposed projects in both
villages.

The statements, prepared
largely by the Michigan
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), contained
updated cost estimates for
the projects.

The cost, based on 1982
construction cost estimates,
is $1.71 million in Gagetown
and $1.461 million in Owen-
dale.

0Of the total in Gagetown,
$1.45 million is eligible for
funding, of which the federal
government pays 75 percent
($1.083 million) ; the state, 5
percent, (372,890}, and local
residents, 20 percent,
($543,7607,

Certain costs are not in-
cluded in the funding formu-
la, and must be paid entirely
by village residents. The
“ineligible portion'’ s
$252 200, making their total
share $795,960.

To pay that off, according
to the report, it is proposed
homeowners will have to
pay an average of $170 a
vear ove: 20 years (§14.17
a month . In addition, there
willbe a $1,000 fee to connect
each building’s plumbing to
the sewer. Building owners
will he able to pay the fee off
all at ance or over as many
as 20 years at $95 per year.

The local user costs are
based on receipt of a 40-year
Farmers Home Administra-
tion loan at 5 percent inter-
est to pay the local share.

Engineer Rick Knop of
Edmands Engineering, Inc,,
of Bay City, which is doing
the planning for hoth the
Gagetown and Owendale
projects, stressed that pay-
off schedule is only a pro-
posal.

It will be up to the village
council and its bonding at-
torneys to develop a final
plan. 1t also depends on
whether the FHA loan is
obtained or money has to be
borrowed from non-govern-
ment financial sources at
higher interest rates.

For Owendale, the eligible
portion of the total cost is
$1.195 million, of which the
federal government would
pay $896,250 (75 percent);
state, $39,750, and village
residents, $239,000. '

The ineligible portion is

$266,000, making the total
local cost $505,000.

Proposed is that the aver-
age residential user will pay
$215 a year ($17.92 a month)
for 20 years, plus a connec-
tion fee. Bonds to finance the
local share would also be
sold to the FHA.

POLLUTION

In both villages, raw or
semi-treated sewage [lows

Please turn to page 14.

No contests
in village
elections

Village elections in Kings-
ton and Owendale March 9
will lack suspense,

Tuesday was the filing
deadline for the three trus--
tee pesitions up for election.
in both communities,

In Kingston, the only per-
sons filing were the three in- -
cumbents, Marlene Powell,
Jane Anne Lalko and Robert
Miller, all Democrats,

In Owendale, the only -
persons filing were two in-
cumbents, Willis Farnum-’
and Jim Wissner, both Re-
publicans. The third spot on -
the village council will goto =
whoever receives the most. .
write-in votes. T

Not running for re-election .-
is Alvert Hofiman, = ' -

Kingston and Owendale
are the only villages: in the™
area with elections next .
year. '




