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SOUND OF MUSIC -- The combination of the 28-piece Village Bach Festival
orchestra and the 12-member Canzona di Musica choral group more than filled
the First Presbyterian church with the sound of Bach Sunday afternoon.

Bach musicians and fans

applaud Cass CityJL JL «y

A n o t h e r Vi l l age Bach
Festival has come and gone
and all indications are there
will be a third annua l event
next year.

"I th ink it went very
well," was the summat ion of
festival chairman Holly A l t -
haver.

"Wow. What a fest ival ."
said harpsichordist Doris
Ornstein.

"It's even better," was the
comment of viol in is t Nor-
man Paulu, in comparing
the event to last year, in
which he also performed.
"There's such a remarkable
s p i r i t a b o u t t h e whole
thing."

The general a t t i t u d e of the
musicians Io whom the ques-
tion was asked by the Chron-
icle was that they are look-
ing forward to being back
next year.

Will there be a next year0

All the bi l ls haven ' t been
paid and all the receipts
added up. but the educated

guess of Mrs. Althaver and
fest ival treasurer Bil l Love-
joy is that the event broke
even f inanc ia l ly .

That would not have hap-
pened, she pointed out , with-
out the patrons who bought
the higli price tickets, and
other donors. "People were
very generous."

There were 700 tickets sold
for the three concerts, 194 for
Friday's performance, 271
Saturday and 235 Sunday.

Turnou t last year
totaled 659, with the biggest
turnout, 275, on Sunday.

The Michigan Council for
the Arts , which is state
funded, gave a grant of
$5.100. In attendance at the
Saturday evening program
was its executive director,
E. Ray Scott .

Mrs. Al thaver expressed
confidence that should the
council have funds available
next year, in l ight of the
s t a t e ' s severe f i n a n c i a l
troubles, the Bach festival

will receive some.
If state funds aren't avail-

able, "If we have to look for
other sources, we'll go look
for it if we have to."

THE OFFICIAL DKCIS-
ion whether there will be a
1981 fest ival , according to
the chairman, wil l probably
be made when the commit-
tee meets somet ime this
week to review th is year's
event.

The experience of having
organized the f irs t fes t ival ,
Mrs. Althaver said, made i t
a l i t t le easier for the com-
mi t t ee th i s year, but , "It is
very, very hard work."

"These are ded ica ted
people," she said of the
townspeople involved.

Because of the work done
local ly , t ha t relieved music
director and conductor Don
Jaeger of having to worry
about l i t t l e details and the
performers from having to
be concerned wi th ge t t ing a
place to stay or f ind ing a

place to eat.
Jaeger has told Mrs. Alt-

haver he is willing to return
next year. They have dis-
cussed varying the program
then wi th some pieces by
composers other than Jo-
harm Sebastian Bach, in
much the same way that
some plays performed at the
Shakespearean festival at
Stratford. Out . , are by play-
wrights other than Shake-
speare.

T1IF DESIRK TO RE-
t u r n seemed un ive r sa l
among the musicians. ••'

"1 can't wait to come-
back. I hope I'm asked,"
said Tom B r o w n , who
played the more than cen-
tury-old tracker organ in the
First Presbyterian church
at both the first and second
fes t iva l s . He is the organist
at the Church of St. John the
Evangelist in New York
Ci ty .

"Absolu te ly f a b u l o u s , "
Please tu rn to page )6.

Cass City residents better
be prepared for a 20 percent
increase in the water and
sewer rate and no major im-
provements in village
streets.

As a consolation, there
probably won't be an in-
crease in the village tax rate
of 14 mills for general opera-
tions.

The village council Mon-
day evening got its first look
at the proposed 1981 budget,
prepared by village Supt.
Lou LaPonsie.

It was, village President
Lambert Al thaver ex-
plained, "rougher than
usual," because the budget
is being prepared earlier
than in past years and it still
isn't known whether federal
revenue sharing funds will
be continued and the amount
of state aid is still tentative.

The House of Representa-
tives in Washington has
approved continuation of
revenue sharing, which was
being considered by the
Senate this week.

LaPonsie based his reve-
nue sharing estimate on the
same rate as last year,
which would give the village
$39,400. That would be a
decline, because it is based
on a census count of 2,250
residents, despite the vil-
lage's protest. The 1977 spec-
ial census, on which revenue
sharing had been based,
counted 2,435 residents. This
year, the village will receive
about $44,000 from Washing-
ton.

Based on Gov. Milliken's '
proposed budget cuts and
estimates of the Michigan
Municipal League, various
state revenues are projected
at a total of $103,700, down
from an estimated $114,750
this year, no! all of which
has been received yel.

The biggest single source
ol revenue is property taxes,
wi th revenue est imated at
$234,500. That's based on an
est imated 7 percent increase
in va lua t ions and cont inua-
t ion of the 14 mi l l s . Property
tax revenue th is year totaled
$219,200.

Total general fund reve-

nue is estimated at $514,000,
up from $442,500 this year.
Total expenditures are
budgeted at $514,000, up
from $437,880 this year.

Of the increase, however,
$62,000 comes from the esti-
mated $115,000 surplus when
the current year ends. The
village will have to get by to
a large degree on the carry-
over, until property tax
revenue starts coming in
next summer.

For planning purposes,
LaPonsie estimated wage
increases at 10 percent. The
exact amount will be de-
cided by the council Dec. 29.
There will also be a public
hearing then on the proposed
budget, starting at 8 p.m.
The meeting starts at 7.

The council won't be set-
ting wages for policemen.
The village has been notified
by the state that the four
officers in a Michigan Em-
ployment Relations Com-
mission supervised election,
voted to be represented by
the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice. Other village employ-
ees are non-union. It will be
up to the FOP to contact the
village concerning the start
of negotiations.

EXPENDITURES
One of the few significant

expenditures in 1981 will be a
new police car for $7,500, the
first with a six-cylinder en-
gine. In a budget cutt ing
move, it will be purchased
mid-year, with an effort
made from then on to make
them last 2 'a years, instead
of the present two-year
cycle.

Another big ticket item is
an estimated $20,000, but
probably less, to repair the
leaky village hall roof.

The budget still includes
$30,000 for new tennis courts.
The council will have to
decide Dec. 29 whether it
can afford to proceed with
the project, for which the
village is receiving an equal
amount in federal funds. The
vil lage share is to be de-
f rayed by c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,
which presently stand at an
estimated $2,500. (No one
was sure at the meet ing . )

WATER, SEWER

The council voted to hire
Wil lard Morley, 48, as
wastewater treatment plant
superintendent at a salary of
$21,000 a year. He presently
holds an equivalent position
in Gladstone, which has a
sewage t rea tment plant
similar to what Cass City
will have when its new
facility is completed. Three
persons applied, of whom
two were interviewed by the
council's personnel commit-
tee.

If he accepts, which isn't
def ini te , he has said it will be
(iO days before he can start.

Because he will be an
addition to the staff, neces-
sary because of the more
complicated and larger
plant now under construc-
tion, plus projected in-
creases in wages and other
costs, such as chemicals, it
will mean a proposed 20
percent increase in the com-
bined water and sewage
treatment fees. The council
will decide Dec. 29.

The average household
bill now, according to village
Treasurer Joyce LaRo'che,
is $27-30 per quarter (three
months), so the increase
would be $5.40-6.00.

The water and sewage
fees pay operating expenses.

For the past two years, 2.5
mills have been levied to pay
for the construction bonds to
pay the village's share for
the sewage treatment plant
project.

The council will vote in the
spring whether to continue
or change the levy, as well
as on the 14 mills for general
operations, or whether it
should be some other
amount.

STREETS

In contrast to the last few
years, no major street im-
provement projects are
planned in 1981. There is
$20,000 budgeted for repairs
on Seeger and some other
streets, up from $11,800 for
major street maintenance
this year.

State gas and weight tax
revenue is expected to de-
cline from $53,050 this year
to $51,000 in 1981.

To finance paving of four
streets this year, $35,650 was
contributed from the gen-
eral fund to the major street
fund. 'Next year, the contri-
bution will be zero.

The local street fund will
be augmented with $8,000
from the general fund.

Snow removal is budgeted
at $12,600 (up from $10,200),
plus $3,000 from the state for
the same purpose on Main
Street (M-81).

OTHER ITEMS

In a reversal of action
taken last month, the council
approved the request of the
Chamber of Commerce to
allow bingo in the village
park during the July 4th
festival.

Several chamber mem-
bers were present to protest
the original denial, with
spokesman Mike Weaver
saying bingo was necessary
in order to avoid anothei
deficit. "We frankly have to
come up with a way to make
some dollars."

The first tw<i festivals
were money losers, which
had to be subsidized by the
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Students delayed in Cass City, as
•/ V '

storm wreaks havoc on highways

charges in
shotgun death

There w a s n ' t ' t h a t much
snow, but what there was,
created havoc for motorists
Tuesday afternoon.

One result of the snow
storm was that students in
the three schools in Cass City
who ride buses home were
kept at the high school.

According to high school
Assistant Principal Roland
Pakonen, there were about
600 students who stayed
after school.

Six buses, which headed
south or east, left about 5:30
and all their passengers got
home safely. Shortly after

they departed, word came
from police the buses should
be kept at the school, but by
then it was too late.

Arrangements were made
by the school for about 100
children to spend the night
with townspeople and others
made arrangements on their
own.

Bus drivers who weren't
able to leave earlier did
leave about 10 p.m., after the
winds had died down, and
dropped off some youngsters
who lived along the way to
their homes, Pakonen said.

One casualty of the early

winter snow storm was the
Rotary Club Chris tmas
party for newcomers and
senior citizens. The food
didn't go to waste, however,
as those students still at the
high school ate it.

Buses did depart on
schedule Tuesday from
Evergreen and Deford
elementary schools, and all
children got home, accord-
ing to the bui lding
principals.

Cass City, Ubly and Owen-
dale-Gagetown schools were
closed Wednesday. Schools
were open in Kingston.

Christner pleads
guilty to murder
On the day selection of a

jury was to start for" the trial
of Glen A. Christner, he
pleaded guilty to second
degree murder in the March
5 shooting death of his wife.

The guilty plea Tuesday
came as a surprise to Prose-
cutor Artis Noel, who was
prepared for what was ex-
pected to be a 10-day trial.

Christner's plea was ac-
cepted by Circuit Judge
Patrick R. Joslyn, who re-
manded the defendant to the
county jail to await senten-
cing Feb. 2. He can receive a
sentence of any number of
years up to life in prison.

Christner, 31, was charged
with shooting his wife to
death in their home on M-46,
south of Caro. He was taken
into custody at his home af-
ter his sister called the
sheriff's department, said

she had talked to her brother
and that he • sounded dis-
turbed, and asked that of-
ficers go to the home. There,
they found the body.

The couple had two
children.

Noel said after the guilty
plea was made that he had
previously suggested to
Christner's attorneys that
they have, their client plead
guilty to second degree mur-
der, but they declined in
favor of .a "not guilty by
reason of insanity" defense.

The attorneys, James
Woodworth of Bad Axe and
James Brisbois of Saginaw,
proposed before the sched-
uled start of proceedings
Tuesday that their client
plead guilty.

Noel was satisfied. "My
position was that he face the
rest of his life in prison."

In admitting his guilt, the
p r o s e c u t o r e x p l a i n e d ,
Christner had to say that he
intentionally and knowingly
murdered his wife.

He was to have been tried
on an open charge of mur-
der. Had the jury found him
guilty, it then would have
had to decide whether it was
first degree, second degree
or manslaughter.

Its other options would
have been to find him in-
nocent, not guilty by reason
of insanity or guilty but men-
tally ill. .

A requirement of both first
and second degree murder is
that the act be intentional, as
opposed to accidental. The
difference, Noel explained,
is that in first degree, the act
must be premeditated,
whereas in second degree, it
is not planned in advance.

Buses did depart at the
regular time Tuesday at
Owen-Gage, Kingston and
Ubly, and all students made
it home except for about
eight in the Owen-Gage
district, who spent the night
with families in Owendale.

Not that much snow fell,
but high winds made it im-
possible at times for
motorists to see. The Cass
City wastewater treatment
plant measured only 2.5
inches of snow Wednesday
morning.

The result of the some-
times zero visibility, com-
bined with slippery roads,
was many cars in the ditch,
although the Tuscola County
S h e r i f f ' s D e p a r t m e n t
reported only a couple of
accidents resulted in in-
juries.

The department recorded
about 25 accidents during the
worst of the storm, and Caro
state police, 13, but many of
those involved more than
one vehicle.

Tuscola County Rpad
Commission Clerk Jim
Miklovic said road crews
went home at their regular
time, 3:30, Tuesday
afternoon, as the minimal
visibility and strong winds
made plowing impractical,

Crews returned at 10:30
and worked all night clear-
ing state highways and
primary roads. They started
working on secondary roads
about 7 a.m. Wednesday.

Miklovic thought all
county roads would probably
be passable, though perhaps
not all plowed, by Wednes-.
day night.

Since -there wasn't that
much snow and ditches were
still empty, so snow could
blow in them, he said, there
probably weren't that many

places where roads were
blocked. The main problem
was visibility.

One of the worst stretches
was M-81 from Cass City
tvest about four miles to the
big curve.

Tuscola County Exten-
sion Director Bill Bortel, on
his way from Ubly to Caro
about 3:30, found police were
not letting cars leave Cass
City onto that stretch of
highway.

He spent the evening in the
Cass City area and finally
left for home after 10 p.m.

Between Cass City arid the
M-81 - Cass City Road curve,
he counted more than 20
vehicles off the road, all cars

or small trucks except for
one semi-trailer.

Someone else told him
there were 35 off the road at
one point.

B o r t e l s o m e t i m e s
observed 6-8 vehicles off the
road together. He specu-
lated that the lead car turned
off the road to avoid hitting
an oncoming car and the
ones behind followed the
lead driver right into the
ditch.

Vehicles were still being
removed Wednesday morn-
ing from that stretch.

Past the big curve,
according to the extension
director, there were few cars
off the road.

A New Baltimore youth
was killed Saturday morn-
ing in Argyle township, the
victim of an apparently
accidental shooting.

Roger W. Bork, 17, was
pronounced dead at the
scene by Sanilac County
Medical Examiner, Dr. Don-
ald C. MacNeil.

The shooting took place at
9:45 a.m. in a home at
Freiburger and Stone
Roads.

According to the Sanilac
County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, the victim and Scott J.
Gafken, 17, also of New
Baltimore, were sitting on a
daybed, having returned
from hunting, and decided to
clean their guns. They were
sitting about four feet apart
from each other.

Gafken picked up the
20-gauge shotgun from his
lap and it discharged, hitting
Bork in the upper chest.

The body was taken to
Deckerv i l l e C o m m u n i t y
Hospital and then to a

Deckerville Funeral Home.
The shooting took place in

a home owned by Gafken's
parents, used as a week-end
and summer retreat.

Sanilac County Prosecutor
J. Anthony Sykora said
Tuesday he has asked the
sheriff's department to ob-
tain additional information,
before he makes a decision
on whether Gafken will be
prosecuted.

"It appears to me, from
the evidence I have, there
was a negligent discharge
(of a firearm) or careless
(discharge, resulting in) in-
jury." Both are criminal
charges.

Gafken, now back in
New Baltimore, is scheduled
to be questioned by investi-
gators again next week,
according to the prosecutor,
who has also asked that they
question some others in the
house at the time of the
shooting. The only eyewit-
ness to the incident was'
Gafken.

VISIBILITY in Cass City was near zero at the height of the snow storm Tues-
day afternoon. Outside of town, it was even worse, with the combination of
blowing snow, icy roads and zero visibility putting many cars into the ditch.
Photo was taken about 4 p.m.


