COMFORTABLE
reading is what
these students
were doing at the
read-in Monday
afternoon in the
intermediate school
- gyim. The partici-
pants brought
. sleeping bags,
beanbag chairs,
. etc., or used gym
. mats to sit or re-
i cline on,

el

How to Akrejap ahig crop of
tax savings this year.

1. Come inand see vour Aveo Now Tdea dealer hefore
December 31st,

2. Find out what Aveo New Tdea equipment ean do for
vour farm.

3. Make the best deal vou can.

A, Take 105 of the purchase price offyour 1980 tax bill.

Rabideau Motors, Inc.

Farm Division

% 6080 Cass City Road

., Phone872-2616 ‘

GAGETOWN
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

BAZAAR

Nov. 22 — 10-4

Baked Goods - Handmade
Crafts and Gifts, Plants

BACH
FESTIVAL
BRUNCH

Sun., Nov. 30

11:45 AM.

eReservations Only

s Price. .. $3.00 LUNCH: Choice of 3
. Soups, plus Home-
Masonic Temple ade Breads

Garfield & Maple

For Reservations
Phone 872-2484

BAKE SALE — SATURDAY

Nov. 22 Starting At9 A.M.

at Deford Township Hall

SPONSORED BY DEFORD CRAFT CLUB FOR
BROWNIE TROOP 170 - DEFORD

COME EARLY!

SPONSORED IN COMMUNITY INTEREST BY

THE CASS CITY STATE BANK

| and get threugh the rest of

i laying off any employees.

J/AGE TWENTY
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State court to conduct hearing;
in Probate Court wage dispute

Bulietint: Probate Judge
W. Wallace Kent Jr, was
notified Wednesday morn-
ing by the state court admin-
istrator’s office that at the
county’s request, it will con-
duct a formal hearing on the
pay dispute. No date has
been set. .

Tuscola County Probate
Judge W. Wallace Kent Jrls
mail is of more than passing
interest this week.

Tuesday, he was still wait-
ing for a letter from state
Court Administrator Einar
Bohlin granting him per-
mission to issue an admin-
istrative order directing the
county to pay higher salaries
to seven probate court em-
ployees.

His action will
undoubtedly be challenged
by the county Board of Com-
missioners in circuit court,

" Bohlin, in & letter to the
county board dated Oct. 29,
said he was prepared to ap-
prove Kent's administra-
tive order unless the board
could demonstrate before
Nov. 14 that there still was
reason lo pursue a settle-
ment.

The judge told the Chron-
icle Tuesday that he had
been informed by telephone
Friday by a member of the
court administrator's staff
that it was only a matter of
“erossing the T's and dotting
the I's” before the letter
would be mailed.

The letter didn't come
Tuesday, so Kent thought he
might get it the next day.

The imbroglio goes back to
January, when Kent, as he is
allowed to do under state
law, negotiated a labor con-.
tract with his employees.

The position of the county
hoard all along is that the

State school
aid still
question-mark

:Cbntln ued from page one

affects the amount each
school district receives.

In addition te general
state aid, which most schoal
districts receive (Owendale-
Gagetown is one  that
deesn't), all school districts
receive various forms of
categorical state aid, such
as for transportatien and
driver’s education.

Al one point, Crouse said,
the governor was proposing
slashing transportation aid
in half.

Such a cut, as opposed Lo
taking away’ more f{rom
general state aid, would hurt
rural school districts, where
more students ride school
buses. than urban ones.

But another form of cate-
gorical slate aid, according
municipal overburden,
which aids school districts in
cemmunities with high prop-
erty taxes, such as Detroit.
Culling that instead of trans-
portation aid would aid rural
school districts.

Thus what form the final
slate aid package will take
may depend on who wins the
traditional battle of rural
legislators  versus  those
from the ¢ities.

A more immediate prob-
lem [or the district is that
the state, due lo its budge-
tary problems, is sending
only half of its [ecember
slale aid payment in Decem- §
her. with the other haif
coming in January.

Crouse anticipates the dis-
trict will survive that handi- |
cap without payless paydays

this school vyear, despite

probate court employees
were covered in the less
costly agreement negotiated

for all courthouse employees .

for 1980-81.

IN AN ATTEMPT TO RE-
solve the dispute, the two
sides agreed in February to
have the court .administra-
tor’s office conduct a study
comparing wages of probate
court employees with those
of other courthouse employ-
ees and employees of simi-
lar-sized counties.

The probate employees
later agreed to the recom-
mended salaries contained
in the study, which would
give them a totai of $19,476
more than they would receive
under the county contract.
(The original difference had
been almaost $15,000).

* In July, Kent asked Boh-
lin for permission fo issue
the order mandating the
county to pay the higher
salaries to his employees.

The board responded by
hiring a eonsulting firm Lo
conduct its own wage study,
which was submitted to the
court administrator,

In his Oct, 29 letter, Bahlin
rejected the resulls of the
study, which he said con-
tained little useful informa-
tion, and imposed the Nov. 14
deadline.

ACCORDING TO COUNTY
Commissioner Donna Rayl,
chairman of the personnel
committee the study c¢on-
firmed the hoard's conten-
lion concerning salaries.

She said the board's laber
attorney. Michael Ward of
Kalamazoo, was to write a
response prior to the dead-
line, to ask Bohlin what had
happened to lhe commitiee
thal was supposed to make a
recommendation to Bohlin
concerning the dispute,

The committee would have
been composed of a repre-

senlative ol the Michigan

Associalion of Counties

We Call it

This is our

finest rear

tractor tire.
It'll save you
time in the

on fuel.

ULTRA GRIP A

field. It'll save S
you money SEt

(MAC), one from the
Probate Judges Association
and a court administrator's
office staff member,

She added that
estaplishment of the
committee was up to Behlin,
who had apparently decided
to make the decision him-
self, without a committee’s
advice. ,

THE ORDER, KENT
said, will be directed to the

county clerk, treasurer and
personnel administrator, all
of whom have a hand in pay-
ment of county employees.
For them to ignore his order
could invite a contempt of
court citation and jail term,
but the chances of that
happening were
“negligible.”

If the county board ap-
peals his order, he explained,
it would have to ask the
judge for a stay of execution
of the order unti] the matter
is resolved.

Rayl said the full county
board has given the
personnel committee the
power to act, that is, have
Ward file a court action,
without going back to the
entire board.

The board is also trying to
get supporl from the MAC in
its fight. “We feel this isn't
only a problem of Tuscola
county . . . it seems a prece-
dent has been set in lavor of
the courts.™

IN ANOTHER BUT RE-
lated matter, Kent told the
Chronicle there is nothing he
can do about the county
board's decision to keep his
pay supplement at $5,000 in
1981, even though he doesn'l
like it and all other judges
received an increase. His
supplement has stayed the
same all four years he has
been probale judge.

Commissioners voted to
Keep his supplement the
samo, lest they be made a

“laughing stock™ for giving

problems he has caused
because of the dispute over state
pay for probate court
employees,

Kent was paid $34,950 in
1980, of which $23,950 is paid
by the state and $6,000 comes
from the county, but is
mandated by the state,
Those figures are the same

Auto-Owners for

Car Insurance

Are you afraid that even the
mast insignificant ticket will
result in a signiticant raise in
your insurance rates? i
Stop worrying. At Auto-Owners
we won't automatically

raise your rates just hecause

you run into bad luck. Even if

the bad luck is your fauit. Our
rates are based on long term
performance,

And Auto-Owners auto policies
have other unigue extras too.
Just ask one of cur agents. [t
just might be the ticket.

Auto-Owners Insurance

Life. Home. Car. Business. One name says i~

6815 £. Main

“These tickets won't affect my insurance rates
witl they, officer?”

B AMPSHIRE AGENCY, INC.
Cass City

Listen to the Auto-Owners John Doremus Radio Show.

him an inerease despile the

in fact, Compared with our own
original equipment bias-ply farm
tire. you can expect:

* Moregripand » More efficient

fess slip traction
* Better fuel ¢ A smooth,
economy cushioned
ride ‘

if you need tires now. don't nisk
a money-wasting deal. Come
check out Ultra Grip today!

P

for all probate judges in the

The $5,000 supplement b
that, Kent said, puts hig,
50th i in pay of the 53 probat:
judges in Mlchagan Th«
probate judge in Lapes;
county is getting $38,950 thx:
year; Huron county, $41,250,
and Samlac county, $43,752,

\
§

reduced state aid, whatever |
the final amount, without

He does, however, expect
financial  problems in
1981-82, "no question about
i.”

SIMULATED
ENGRAVED
BUSINESS CARDS

AVAILABLE 1-COLGR
OR 2-COLOR

The Cass City
Chronicle
872.2010

872-2127

When tire trouble strikes. (1 Il pay to have our
number handy We'll get you back on the job
fast Wilh our tire shop on wheels. we fix flats, hquid-fill
tires. handle on-the-spot replacement
takes to get you going again So even if your tires do let
you down. we won't

Count on us'

Cass City

FARM TIRE CENTER §

6168 West Main Street

do whatever it

LAWRENCE INSURANCE AGENCY INC

ss 01 MAIN ST
. CASS CITY -
" PH. 8724343

. 124N, ST'A‘T‘E.ST._'
PHIGZIATAT . o - S

LIFE HOME CAR BUSINESS BONDS FARM

-
-



