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Exchange student Melanie Hayes:
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Her only regret will be in leaving

For what started as a spur

of the moment decision,
Melanie Hayes has had no
regrets,

Now that the Rotary Ex-
change student from New
Zealand is nearing Lhe end of
her stay here, she is viewing
her approaching departure
date with mixed emotions.

The 17-year-old arrived
here Jan. 26 and since then
has stayed with the Tom
Proctors, Gerald Pries-
korns, Jerry Clelands and is
now living with the Vie
Guernsey family,

In her native country, she
atlends a high school of 1,200
students in Hamillon, a cny
ol 100,000,

An  announcement was
made in school one day that
students interested in the
Rotary Exchange program
should apply with the princi-
pal. Fifteen did so and one of
them was Melanie. It was a
spur of the moment thing lo
do," she explained, adding
that she didn’t have a “hope
of going.”

But she was one of seven
selected by the principal to
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be interviewed by a panel of
Hamilton East Rotary Club
members and one of iwo
chosen for the exchange
program.

Now that the majority of
her stay is behind her, she
can say, ‘I've never re-
gretted i, I'm glad 1 did it.
I've learned so much.”

What has she learned?

Learning to get aleng witlh

other people, fitting in with’

new family and [(riends,
becoming more  OpeEn
minded, accepting other
opinions were among items

Gift Wrap Rolls

SAVETA reg. H.95 value.

Christmas Cards 20r 3

CHoliday

Flegance

Christmas Cards 32

399 vafne

Gift Wrap

Reg. 2,49 - Single Roll

2-5/8" Satin - 2.95 value

243 it

25 Christmas Lights .-

she mentioned. *'I think you
hecome a better person for
the experience.”

SHE IIAS LEARNED
some other things.

‘One is that, “I love ski-
ing.” Where she lives in New
Zealand, a cold winter day is
40 degrees. A hot summer
day is 85. She had skied
once in her own country, but
has skied several times
hére,

She has learned that New
Zealand English isn’t al-
ways the same as American
English.
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She was warned before
coming here that mistakes
on paper are removed with

an “eraser’ and not with a-

“rubber.” She forgot only
once here and made the
mistake of asking for a
“rubber."”

Then there was the time
she was riding around with
friends here and they asked
her if there was any place in
particular she wanted to go.
“I'm easy,” she replied,
which is the New Zealand
equivalent of “‘I don't care.”

SCHOOL IS EASIER
here, Miss Hayes has found,
In her country, it’s unheard
of for teenages to go out
during the week, They have
too much studying to do.
Here, weekday activilies are
common,

Sports are also much more
common here. Practice for
interscholastic  sports in
New Zealand is held only
two days a week, with
games played on Saturdays.

Melanie was a discus
thrower on her track team at
home and participated in the
same event last spring for
the Red Hawks. She was also
on the softball team, the first
time she had played the
sport.

She earned letters in both
sports. The prized souvenir
she will be taking home with
her will be her varsity letter
jacket, There aren't such
things back home.
~Miss Hayes has one year
of high scheol remaining
when she returns home. She

St. Michael’s
Altar Society
plans events

The St. Michael's Ladies
Altar Seciety meeting Mon-
day, Nov. 10, was called to
order by President Florence
Szostak and was opened with
a prayer read by Maxine
Kozlowski. Twelve mem-
bers were present along with
guest Mrs. Julie Klein.

Virginia Bilicki of Lhe
Christian Service Commis-
sion reported on the Hallo-
ween parly after mass Oct.
25, The next social hour was
to he held Nov. 15.

Monday, Dec. 1, was des-
ignated by Falher William
O'Shea for packing boxes
with clothes that are being
collected for the annual
Thanksgiving clothing
drive, It will begin at 5 p.m.
in the rectory clubrooms
with a poor man’s supper for
all who help. The Altar
Society will participate in
this endeavor.

Pat Chisolm was to speak
at the Christian  Service
Commission meeling NMon-
day, Nov. 17, regarding
photographs for a parish
directory.

Mary Lou Wolak of the
finance cominission  re-
ported on iis continuing
work on the church budget
and some of the future
activilies being lormulated,
sich as Lhe fealher party
Sunday, Nov, 23, al 7 p.m.
Bingo will he played with
turkeys as prizes. Proceeds
will go to the religious
education program. TRe-
freshments will be avail-
able.

Maxine Kozlowski of Lhe
liturgy commission reported
that at their last meeting
plans were finalized regard-
ing Lhe liturgy. music, trans-
portation and nursing assisl-
ance for the mass of the sick
held Oct. 19, The service was
well attended, alter which
refreshments were served
by the Christian Service
Commission.

Dec. 10 was selecled as the
day to clean the church,
beginning at 9 am. All
parishioners are asked Lo
help.

Approval was given lo
purchasc material and have
draperies sewn [or the rec-
tary clubroom windows.

Arlene Marz and Linda
Zyrowski were named to the
nominating committee for
the election in January of
president and treasurer. The
terms for these posts run for
two years.

The Christmas Bazaar
will be Friday, Dec. 5, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Articles for sale
will include knitted and
erocheted items, ceramics,
toys, plants, home baked
and canned pgoods, candy,
knick-knacks,

doesn't receive credil for
her year here. “It counts for
me, but not for school.”
After graduation, she plans
to study medicine, dentistry
or pharmacy in college,

THERE HAVE . BICEN
two highlights during her
slay here.

One was her four-week
trip this summer with fid)
other Rolary exchange stu-
dents from 22 countpies.- -

Starting from Chicago, the
group, lraveling in two
buses, saw such places and
states as the Grand Canyor.
Rocky Mountains, Disney-
land, and Oregon, Washing-
ton {including Mowd St
Helens from 30 miles away),
Vancouver, Idaho, Yellow-
stone National Park, Mount
Rushmore, Montana, Minns
sota and Wisconsin.

Best part of the brip was
being with the other ex-
change students,” Melanic
said. “‘Rotary has a fantas-
tic reputalion. We were
treated like kings and
queens wherever we went.”

THE OTHER HIGE-
noint was in June, when she
and two other exchange
students went with Tom
Proctor to the Rotary Inter-
national convention i Chi-
cago.

Melanie  carried  her
nation's flag in the opening
ceremonies. It was prob-
ahly the proudest moment ol
my life, Il was really greatl”

Melanie departs for home
Jan. 8, in time for the stact oi
the new schoal year. «hea-
sons being the opposite of
here, so is the school yoar)

“I'm not looking forviar
to it,”" she said of he im-
pending  departure.  She
knows she will ses Dher
parents and one brothy - zind
friends in New Zealan:, bt

I don't know if Twilt ever
see my friends and faniiies
here again, That's tie sad-
dening part.”

But then she adds
note of oplimisn,
back.™
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Becky Howard, a sciiay at
Owen-Gage High School, has
been nmmed student of e
maonth for Octaber by tie
school board following rei
ommendation by her teach
ors. '

Becky is the daughler ol
Mr.and Mrs, Bd Howaed Jr.
of (hwendale.

She has been on the var-
sity haskethall team fouwr
vears, voileyhall and soflhail
teams., three vears, Beeky i
a member of National Hoser
Society and has contributed
time o Fulure Homenalbe
of America (FHA) activ
ties,

She plans to attend cobllege
alter graduation.

Peguy Berube, a seming,
was September student of
the month, She is the dansh
ter of Mrs, Trene Berube of
Owendale.

She is past treasurer of tho
FHA and is secretary of the
Business and (Hfice Kduea-
tien Club. She is a member
of the Honor Sociely and has
been a library aide for three
years. Peggy has played en
the volleyball team tlree
yvears,

Dana Laurie, danghter of
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Laurie,
Duodge Road, Cass City, was
August student of the month,

A senior, she plays on the
haskethall  and  softball
teams and is a member of
the Honor Soctety. Duann
teaches first and svcond!
grade Sunday school, sings
in the choir and is a member
of the youth group al the
Gagelown United Methodist
church.

She plans to majur in
casmetology at Ferris Stale
College.

Greg Decler
graduates

from WMU

Gregory M. Decker has
graduated from Western
Michigan University with a
bachelor's degree in busi-
ness administralion.

The son of Mr. and Mrs,
Arthur Decker of 6440 Rifter
Road is a 1975 graduate of

NI MIH L A e A R L R

- ‘ ~ . opcorn,

2 Phone 872-3613 288 City ' Tk TER A CaN0 Ehglstmas wreaths, orna- Cass City High School,

= C O AC H ) ments, decorations, cake He is continuinghis studies
P and coffee. at WMU, working on his
2 ) Next meeting will be Mon-  master's degree, and man-
d PH ARM ACY day, Dec. 1,at 7:30 p.m., one  ages the on-campus hockey
i week earlier than usual rink.

Rl
3

I g H Corr



