CASS CITY, MICHIGAN

“If It Fitz...”

Aglow on Halloween

By Jimn Fitzgeraid

One Halloween, when I
was a boy, the largest
theater in town staged a
midnight show, advertising

that “ghosts will suddenly

appear in the audience, sit-
ting right next to YOU!”
That faseinated me.

The theater marquee also
promised a horror movie
and a stage show featuring
4 spooky magician. T could
understand that kind of

Stuff. But how could a ghost-

suddenly appear in the seat
next to mine? I found out.

There was no chance of
my paying to see the show.
.Tickets cost 75 cents and my

" entertainment budget was

oy

" limited to one 10-cent movie

-2 week. If someone had told

-.me then that one day it
.would cost $4 to see ope

movie — not even a double
feature, and with no cartoon
‘or serial — I would have
committed suicide by throw-

"~ 1ng myself out of the second

balcony of the Majestic

' Theatre.

Then, as now, movies

*were my favorite enteriain-

. nent,

and the thought of
someday having to live in a
world where [ could afford
only one movie a year would
have heen tetmmdl]y de-
pressing. And 1 would
have found it exquisitely
appropriate to plunge to my
death on the main floor of
the Majestic. close to the
huge screen upon which
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Betty Grable had frequently if we'd like to see the ;
Halloween show at the Ma-

tap-danced grievous in-
dentations into my quivering
heart.

In 1938, it never would
have occurred to me that
someday my weekly dispos-
able income might exceed 10
cents, Forly-iwo years later,
I still don’t think such a
remarkable day will ever
ecme. Leaping to my death
in the Majestic at the age of
12 might. have.been.a good
idea. At least 1 wouldn't
have lived to see the extine-
tion of theater balconies and
the showing of movies inside
rows of identical Thom Mec-
An shoe hoxes.

Anyway, when I went out
trick or treating on that
long-ago Halloween, with
not one cent in my pocket, [
knew there was no way I
could end the evening sitting
next to a ghost in the
Majestic. This was during
the Great Depression, and
people didn’t give c¢oins lo
Halloween beggars. Most
people didn'l even give
candy. They gave an apple
and closed the door quickly
befere the beggar discov-
ered the part of the apple
that was brown and mushy.

The only place a kid might
get a penny candy bar (in
1938, they were bigger than
today's theaters) was in g
downtown poolreom. And
that's where four friends
and I were wher magic
struck. A stranger asked us
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jestic. He said we'd have to

do “only a little work” to

earn admission.

As instructed, we ap-
peared at the theater 30
minutes early, Backstage,
something greasy was wiped
on our hands and faces, and
we were ordered to sil in the
auditorium, widely sepa-
rated. We received no ex-
planation of what we were.
supposed to be doing, so we
were bewildered, but it
didn’t matter because we
were also in free.

You pguessed it. The
greasy stuff was phosphor-
ous. After the crowd came
in, and the lights went off, I
glowed in the dark. I wasnt
sitting next to a ghost, I was
a ghost,

I didn't cateh on until a
woman leaned inte my lace
and said, “My God, kid,
what happened to you?"
Then 1 saw my friends
shining in other rows, and |
realized 1 was in show
business. T waved my ghost-
ly hands in the air and said
boo and laughed mena-
cingly. People were so
‘frightened they giggled. It
was marvelous.

I went home and glowed
for my family, and told them
about My Life in the The-
atre. My big sister, Terrible
Jean, came home with noth-
ing except brown, mushy
apples. She was so jealous
she turned red. 1 glowed
green. There was no caution
signal,

For many years later, my
mother penodicallv sug-
gested that T wash my face.
My answer was always the
same: “What, and give up
show business?” Now you
know wha Dehbie Boone was
singing to.

Thal 1938 Halloween was
easily the most memorable
of my life. Teday I'm aging
and stuffy, and my show
business career is far behind
me, But still, each Hallo-
ween, T reach back toward
my childhood, and remem-
ber. T reach back by going
out into the night in search of
penny candy bars  larger

“than Thom . McAn, and, |
§ return homie with a* little
§ glow on. )
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DOWN AT LAST -- The covered basement house, long
vacant, of Margaret McNeil at Houghion and Brooker
Streets, which the village had been trying to have torn
down since June, 1977, finally was demolished Saturday.
Various legal entanglements were the reason for the long
delay. Chuck O'Dell was the contractor for the demolition.

Pair face charges
in district court

Cass City police made two

arrests  during  the  past
week.
David M. Barber, 22, of

Lansing, was arrested on a
charge of driving with lic-
ense suspended at 11:15 pam.
last Friday after his car was
stopped on Pine Street be-
cause of a loud exhaust.

Richard E. Eisinger, 29, of
Bad Axe, was arrested on a
charge of driving under the
influence of liquor at 2:50
a.m, Sunday on Cemetery
Road, south of town, alter
his car was observed break-
ing the speed limit.

Rolh men were taken to
the county jail and later re-
leased afler’ posting bond,

pending appearance in dis-

triet court,

James Spencer of 6057
Severance Road lold village
police last Thursday that
while his car was parked at
the Charmont the previous
evening, two 20-fool tape
measures were laken from
his car. They were worth
$20.

Village police have re-
quested a warrant charging
a local man with larceny
under $100 after he was
caught trving to walk out of
Coach  Light  Pharmaey
Monday afternoon with a
magazine without paying for
it. His name is being with-
held pending issuance of a
warrant,

George M. Klinesmith of
5115 Silvernail Read, De-
ford, told sheriff's deputies
late last Wednesday atter-
noon that  semeone  had
struck his mailbox earlier in
the dayv. possibly with huck-
shot.

Gieorge and Lois Hawley
of 2732 E. Caro Road, Elling-
ton township. reported Lo
deputies thal someone had
spilled black paint over their
car while it was parked in
their vard. The paint was
remaoved without damage.

Jumper cables
require caution

Starting a dead car battery
with a jumper cable can be
dangerous to your eyes,

The National Society to
Prevent Blindness recom-
mends Lhat before attaching
the cables, you should:

« Put out all cigarettes
and flames. :
o Make sure cars don't

touch, Turn off ignition.
« Add battery water
needed.
» Don't jump-start unless
both batteries are negatively
grounded and the same volt-

age.
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This is Monday, the day
before the election. I know
how I will vole tomorrow but
have little hepe for improve-
ment il my candidates win.

Al home I'm convinced
that double digit inflation
will continue under Carter
or Reagan. There will be
little difference in employ-
ment other than the cyclical
ups and downs that come
like the seasons.

It may well be that the
party in power may do well
if they keep the domestic
economic scene from getting
any worse.

All factors that have ied us
to our present position are
still in force and if you
believe that a Republican
president working with a
Democratic congress can
really make significant
changes meet me at mid-
night south of town, I've got
a deal for you on the Cass
River Bridge.

If Reagan is elected there

E could be a further escalation

of the arms race and Cart-
er’s posture in the heat of the

d election indicates he will go

that route, too.

Consider that one study
indicates what will happen if
both the United States and
Russia insist upon primacy
rather than parity in the
arms race.

“Superpowers have stored
between them 50,000 nuclear
weapons, enough to destroy

| the world a dozen or more

times - each side spends
mare than $100 million a day
enlarging its arsenals,”
The study says that a con-
tinued arms race must end

in bankruptcy er war.
It's always been that a

| country that continuously

prepares for war ends up in

war,
There doesn’t appear to be

| any abatement in the cur-

rent arms race and it really
doesn’t make any sense at

all. Russia could have twice
as many bombs as we do, so
what?

What difference does it
make il you are struck
walking down the road by a
car going 100 miles per hour
ar one going 50 miles 'per
hour? You're just as dead or
injured one way as the other,

Intellectually we all know
that the danger of atomic
warfare is more serious than
any other question that the
world faces.

But we pul it out of our
minds. Like a soldier at war.
It's always the other guy
that is going to get it. Some-
how it doesn't seem possible
that it will happen 1o us.

With this in mind you
trudge to the poils and vote.
Not at all sure that your
vote is the right one or even
if voling makes much sense
at all.

But you vole anyway jusi
on the off chance that it you
don't things might get worse
than they are because you
didn't care.

Vote so you can say to
yourself 1did what 1 could —
hefore heading for wherever
it is that you go to forget the
whole stinking mess.

Golf anyone?
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Ah, the joys of newspapering, One reader called to tell us
it's illegal for a 10-year-old to be hunting and what did we
mean to be publishing a picture teaching the kids to do

wrong?

Another irate reader was peeved because we didn't print
a team-trophy picture of the foothall team, It should have
been on the front page, she said, instead of that silly picture

of a kid on a pumpkin.

You can please some of Lhe people some of the time....

-{maybe}.
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The Chamber of Commerce is busy compiling a bro-
chure telling about the community. Among the many facts
secured is a rundown on the weather,

Quick row, what are the driest and wettest months of the
year here? Based on 30-year records January is driest with

" 1.8 inches of rainfall and June is wettest with 2.94 inches.

Average yearly rainfall is 28.82 inches. July (69.4 degrees)
is the hottest month and January (21.5 degrees) is coldest
and the average is 46.2 degrees.

Tell them you read it here first,

2 e ek K

According 1o the census, Cass Cily has added just 100
persens in Lhe last 20 years. From 2,100 to 2,200 population.
When you look at all the new houses in the community it’s
apparent that either there are many, many homes with
owners rattling around in empty rooms or the census people

blew it.

LES L B2

The line wasn't long when [ voted but I did have a mo-
ment {0 visit with another voter while waiting. He re-
marked that he could vote in a hurry because he knew all

the candidates running.

I said that was remarkable because I'd have guessed that
few if any voters could tell who was running for the Wayne
State University board of regents,

He backed off a little after that, but 1 didn't feel a bit

superior. I didn't know either.

I've often thought that il would make more sense to have
the governor appoint college boards instead of the *pin the
tail on the donkey'" approach that is, in eifecl, what hap-

pens in the voling booth,

Speech Therapy - Ken Mickiash

HILLS AND DALES

Schedule Of Events

OPEN TO GENERAL PUBLIC
NOVY.91hru NOV. 15

EVENT - DATE TIME _ PLACE
EMT Class Nov. 10 7-10p.m.  Lg. Meeting
Room
Prenatal Class Nov.12  7.9pm. Lg. Meeting
Room
Dr. Donahue & Dr. Nov. 12 8-12am. Out Patient
Isterabadi Clinic
Dr.John. Urologist  Nov. 13 9.1Zam. Qut Patient
Clinic '
Dr. Jeung Nov.14  9-12am, OQutl Patient
Clinic

To schedule yoursell for any of the above classes or
clinics call 872:2121 extension 255,

Schedule As Needed -
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Microwave
Oven with
Insta-Matic
Cooking

Simply make your tood
selaclion, tauch the !nsta-Matic
Cook control as indicated on the
panel and the ovan dees the
rest. Mas Insta-Malic Frozen
Foods, Insta-Malic Cook,
Insta-Maltic Tamp. Deluxa
Cookbaok included

Layaway
For
Christmas
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Cass City

direct from Guaaar
when you b"'V this..
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Mode! MQ7700

Prices Starting at

328995

Offer ands Nov. B

QAICHARD'S
N Furniture - TV - Appliances

Sales With Service
Phone 872.2930
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r()thers Get Quick Results With The

Chronicle’s Classified Ads —-
| You Will Too! |
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