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Cass Cityan commutes to Detroit
PAGE THIRTEEN

Trooper Smith urges freeway caution
Crime in Detroit is no

different than anywhere
else, according to state po-
lice Trooper Bob Smith,
except that there is more of
it.

For two years, the Cass
City resident has been com-
muting 210 miles a day
round-trip, five days a week,
to the Motor City, where he
is one of about 100 troopers

assigned to the freeway
patrol.

"You have the same type
of crime all over," he said.
"It's just that in the Upper
Peninsula, you may investi-
gate something every two
years. In Detroit, it's an
everyday occurrence."

One result of encountering
that much crime is that one
gets "almost immune to it."

Smith, 32, began his police
career with the Summer-
field township division of the
Monroe County Sheriff's De-
partment. He was there
from 1972-74. He and his
wife, Sharon, are both na-
tives of Monroe county
(south of Detroit).

He was a Cass City police
officer from June, 1974, to
February, 1976, drove a
truck for a while, then
entered the state police
academy in January, 1977.

His first assignment was
at the Jonesville post in
Hillsdale county. He was
there a year, during which
time he and his family lived
in nearby Litchfield and
rented out their Cass City
home.

When he was assigned to
the Detroit post, the family
moved back to Cass City,
because the Smiths didn't
want to send their children
to the Detroit schools, homes
here weren't selling that
well and homes in desirable
Detroit suburbs were "very
expensive."

The couple has three chil-
dren.

"Other than the driving, I

being in De-
trooper com-
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Auto-Owners for
^Car Insurance
^Ybu can rim into till kinds of
tiouble with yoni' cai. f hat's why

_ Auto-OwncMs tuis ill! kinds of
- unique extra protection.

Like up to i>200 coverage on
most personal possessions
stolen from youi air. Up to $300
in substitute transportation
expenses. Discounts to most
letirees. And more.

Ask your independent Auto-
Owners agent about it. Because

_- you're not yettiny all tt i is from
your present policy, you could be

_ asking for trouble.

Newell Harris

^uto-Owners Insurance
Life. Home. Car. Business. One name says it best.

AMPSHIRE AGENCY, INC.
6815 E. Main Cass City Ph. 872-2688

Listen to the Auto-Owners John Doremus Radio Show.
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Cass City has two new

United States citizens, Dr.
Sang H. Park, MD, and his
wife , Myung.

The residents of Cass City
since July of last year
received notice last Wednes-
day that they had been
granted citizenship, effec-
tive Oct. 22.

That was too late. Mrs.
Park noted, for her and her
husband to register to vote
in Tuesday's elect ion, but
they will vote in the next
election.

Linda Albee helped the
Parks prepare for their cit-
izenship test, which they
took Sept. 15 in Bay Ci ty .

Harold and Ethyl W h i t -
taker went with the Parks to
Bay City to testify to their
being good cit izens.

The Parks returned to Bay
City Oct. 14 to take part in an
oath of allegiance cere-
mony.

Dr. and Mrs. Park. 34 and
31 respectively, have two
sons, Eddy, 4. and J immy,
almost 2, both of whom are
citizens because they were
born in this country.

The couple came to th is
country from South Korea in
June, 1974, two months after
they were married.

Park, an obstetr ician-
gynecologist, received his
pre-medical and medical
training at Seoul National
University. He interned for
two years at St. Joseph's
Hospital in Towson, MD.,
near Baltimore.

For the next three years,
prior to coming to Cass C i ty ,
he was chief resident in
obstetrics and gynecology at
Misercordia Hospital in the
Bronx, N.Y.

The Parks live at 6719
Main Street.

don't mind
troit," the
mented.

Depending on traffic con-
ditions, it takes 2-3 hours to
make the trip one-way. He
drives at a steady 55 miles
per hour in order to squeeze
the maximum mileage out of
his little 4-cylinder car.

STATE POLICE HAVE
been patrolling the almost
500 miles of expressways in
Detroit for 3',.•> years now.
Prior to then, "If you had a
flat tire, you were in
trouble."

There still are persons
who prey on stranded motor-
ists on the expressways, but
they are more "crafty" now.
They normally won't prey on
motorists who stay in their
cars because they know the
state police will stop to see if
the person needs assistance.

In the daytime, he ad-
vised, the expressways are
usually quite safe and if a
motorist has a f lat tire, he or
she should get out and fix it.

At night, the situation is
somewhat different.

Overall, the best thing to
do is to stay in the car with
the flashers on. Unless de-
tained, troopers usually go
by every 5-10 minutes.

SOMETIMES OTHER
motorists will stop to help
and sometimes the person in
need of help will turn the
offer down out of fear the
person has ulterior motives.
"Sometimes that 's good and
sometimes that 's bad."
Smith commented.

A few weeks ago. when he
and his partner stopped to
help a woman whose car had
broken down, they found the
man who had stopped was
"in just too much of a hurry
to leave." The man, who was
whi te , was wearing a busi-
ness su i t and driving a new
Cadil lac .

They had the dispatcher-
run a check on the man and
found he was wanted on a
rape charge.

Then there was the old
black m a n , unshaven and
d r i v i n g a hea t -up old p ickup
t r u c k , who "looked l ike he
hadn' t changed clothing in
three weeks."

He stopped to assist a
w h i t e women who had a f l a t
t i re . He removed the wheel,
took ii id ;t gas station to get
i l f i xed , came back and put
it back on: The man refused
payment and said he was
"glad to help."

man in Detroit without talk-
ing about race.

Eighty-85 percent of the
people he deals with who are
in trouble are black, but
once stopped, they seldom
give him trouble.

In contrast, the trooper
finds that 80-90 percent of
the resistance he gets from
motorists he stops comes
from white persons.

He has also found that if
someone runs from an of-
ficer, it doesn't necessarily
mean the person is a danger-
ous criminal wanted for a
major felony. Carrying
knives is routine in Detroit,
so he routinely asks "give
me the knife," and the

person hands u over.
"It's completely different

from what I thought it would
be down there." He admits
that since he seldom has
trouble when making ar-
rests and traffic stops, there
is the danger that he can get
lackadaisical.

THE HAIRIEST EX-
perience he has encountered
was in January of this year
when he and his partner of 20
months, Don Couturier, put
an end to the "pillowcase
gang." The gang committed
robberies in suburban areas
and got its name because it
dumped all its loot into the
sheets and pillowcases it
pulled off the beds

Set open house
at skill center

Tuscola county residents
will be able to see where
some of their taxes go at an
open house Sunday at the
Tuscola Area Skill Center
and Highland Pines School.

The two facilities operated
by the Tuscola Intermediate
School District opened earl-
ier this fa l l .

Open house hours are 1-5

Methodist
women pick
officers

POI.ICIM; ACCIDENTS
on the expressways can be
dangerous and several
troopers have been hit by
cars.

Smi th ' s patrol car has
been rear-ended three times
when stopped at accidents,
once by a woman who drove
over 82 flares he had placed
on the road. She was not
d r u n k , but had been t a l k i n g
to her passengers "and not
paying a t tent ion to what she
was doing."

Most accidents on the
expressways lake place
from -1-7 p .m. . especially
when it is raining or snow-
ing. Under such condit ions,
i t ' s not uncommon for each
two-man team to handle
10-15 accidents in their eight-
hour shi f t .

IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO
t a l k about being a police-

Sixteen United Methodist
Women of Salem United
Methodist church attended
the monthly meeting Mon-
day evening at the church.

Mrs. Stanley Kirn pre-
sided over the business
meeting. Mrs. Charles
Tuckey reported that $265
was raised during October in
special offerings in the
church, to be used for mis-
sion work in Kenya and the
Dominican Republic. Pro-
ceeds of $40 from the silent
auction, at the close of the
meeting, wil l be added to
that amount.

Members approved a slate
of officers who will assume
their duties in January.
There will be a joint meeting
at the church Nov. 17 for
re t i r ing and new officers.
New and re-elected officers
for the coming year are:
president. Mrs. Jude Pat-
naude; vice-president, Mrs.
Ron Nicholas; secretary,
Mrs. Ron Geiger, whose
off ice is currently being
f i l l ed by Mrs. Clyde Weir,
and treasurer, Mrs. Maurice
Joos.

The lesson on "parables of
Jesus, glimpses of the new
age," was given by Mrs.
Robert Tuckey.

The Christmas meeting,
open to all women of the
church, wil l be Dec. 8,
starting at 7:30 p.m. at the
home of Mrs. Charles Tuck-
ey.

Refreshments were
served at the close of the
meeting by Mrs. Walter
Jezewski, Mrs. John Ryba
and Mrs. Clyde Weir.

p.m. The two buildings are
side-by-side, behind the
TISD office building on
Cleaver Road on the east
edge of Caro. (If coming
from Cass City on M-81, turn
right at the Marathon sta-
t ion.)

Both buildings serve stu-
dents from the county's nine
local school districts.

The $4 million skill center
has l l th and 12th graders
enrolled in 22 skill areas,
designed to teach them what
they need to know to get a
job after they graduate. It
has a capacity for 925 stu-
dents attending half-days.

The $3.4 million Highland
Pines School serves 275
mentally impaired youngs-
ters, many of whom are also
physically impaired.

Guided tours will be con-
ducted in each building.
Visitors Sunday will also be
free to wander through each
building. Brochures with
maps will be provided. Most
teachers will be in their
rooms to answer questions.

Refreshments wil l be pro-
vided.

Dedication ceremonies for
both buildings will take
place in the spring.

Greg Mark
to exhibit
in Detroit
Ex-Cass Cityan Greg

Mark is the first artist
selected to have his works on
display a! the new Artra in
Gallery in the Fisher Build-
ing in Detroit.

The Western Michigan
Universi ty graduate s t i l l
lives in Kalamazoo. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Mark of 6353 Wilsie Road.

The new gallery, operated
by Michigan Ar t ra in Inc., is
devoted to Michigan artists
and those who have been
af f i l i a t ed wi th the Ar t ra in .

Mark's acrylic sheet, oil,
lacquer, latex and polyure-
thane paintings wi l l be on
display through Nov. 21.

The Artrain, which visited
Cass City in 1972. will be
making a return visit in May
of next year.

Before The Hunt
Join Us ForOurSecond Annual

HUNTER'S BREAKFAST
Served From 4:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m. All Hunters Welcome

•

Pancakes • Sausage • Toast • Coffee • Juice

Season Opener Special!
November 6-7 & 8 Only

ALL HUNTING
CLOTHES

Jackets • Vests - Coveralls - Gloves - Hats - etc.

We Have Everything For Your Hunting Needs

Guns • Shells • Cleaning Accessories • Gun Cases

Open Saturday, Nov. 15
4:00 a.m. till 6:00 p.m.

- NOW AVAILABLE
Complete

TAXIDERMY SERVICE

Complete Custom

GUN STOCK WORK

CASS CITY SPORTS
6439 W. Main Phone 872-4630

INC
Cass City

WE FEATURE AN
EXCLUSIVE SELECTIO

WEDDING
STATIONERY

Informals
Invitations
A nnouncements
Party Invitations
Bridal Boutique Items
Business Announcements

Ask for

NATIONAL ARTCRAFTS

Make your selection with
complete confidence that
you »re choosing from a
line of the finest quality and
correctness of form.

Come in and let us assist
you in your wedding plans.

Cass City
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The troopers were return-
ing from a run in Oakland
county and on 1-75 noticed a
car weaving at 40 mph. They
decided to stop it and put on
the blinker light.

The driver took off, exited
the expressway and went
through the light at Eight
Mile Road (Detroit city lim-
its) at 100 mph. At Seven
Mile, the car was still going
that fast, so the troopers
decided they better end the
chase because, "We were
going to kill us or someone
else.".

At that time, the fleeing
driver lost control of his car
and hit an embankment,
but kept on going.

The chase resumed at a
slower speed. The driver
turned onto a side street, hit
a car head on and then
slammed into a tavern.
Smith's partner grabbed the
driver but he had to chase
the passenger three blocks
before catching him. He
tackled the man as he was
about to throw a revolver at
h im.

Inside the bandits ' car was
found more than $50,000 in
stolen property, including
cameras and a lot of jewel-
ry.

When Smith and his part-
ner are "topside" (off the
expressways) and discover
an incident, they do what-
ever is immediately neces-
sary and then turn the case
over to Detroit police.

THE TOUR OF DUTY IN
Detroit has been two years
unless the trooper wanted to
stay longer, and some do.
(Numerous cultural events
are an attraction for some
troopers and their wives.)

Because of budget cut-
backs, transfers are now
hard to get and Smith may
be in Detroit for as much as

two more years.
He has applied for a trans-

fer, with his preferences
being either the Caro, Bad
Axe or Sandusky posts or
L'Anse or Calumet in the
Upper Peninsula, the latter
two because he and his wife
love winter sports.

Compared to Detroit, not
too much happens in the
U.P. "The situation- I'm in
here (Detroit), I'm not going
to mind a slower pace at
all," the officer commented.

Although he will be happy
when he leaves Detroit, his
tour of duty there will have
been an experience "I'm
glad to have had."

RENTRINSEjtVAC
the professional
do-it-yourself
carpet cleaning
system jb

R/NSENVAC
"leans the way
professionals do
at a fraction

V the cos!

ALBEE
HOME CENTER

Cass City

If Your Problem
Is Hearing Clearly In
Noisy Backgrounds

Try This Zenith Directional Hearing Aid

SAVE S80 ,o S90
on the hearing aid thai may help your

hearing di f f icul ty
Behind-the-ear

Compact hearing aid
•Great reception of high tones. . .
has eiectret microphone

•Wide tonal variety. . .for comfort-
able use

•Accusonic circuit prolongs
battery life

$<

I

$37!)
(299

IMJ; mil. dcsi^ni'd fur
liif;h I'iT(|iHM>cy re-
sponse Tone control,
c'li'clrct microphone *309

18174

((or mold and fromrt
mil included)

Other Hearing Aids Available from $299 to $399

30-DAY MONEY-BACK PRIVILEGE
(except custom earmold and dispensing fee)

Independent ol and not anniaied
with Zenilh Radio Corp.

The Bride-to-be in our
Bridal Registry

Pam Gallagher

-CLIP THIS AD

for your SILADIUM* class ring. In addition to your name
and favorite activity, you get these extra features frgg to

personalize your ring.

AAcConkey
Jewelry & Gift Shop
Cass City Phone 872-3025


