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PEDALING AROUND

Ayatollah
vs. Tisch

By MikeEliasohn

! A chilling thought, isn't it,
that the Ayatollah Khomeini
could decide who our next
president will be.

If the American hostages
; came marching off the plane
a day or two before the

^ election, it would certainly
; boost President Carter's
chances for re-election. It

-now appears, however, they
won't be released before
election day.

If it weren't for the Ayatol-
lah, Carter might not have
been even the Democratic
nominee.

Remember all the talk
about a year ago about how
the Democrats were going to

, dump him in favor of Ted
Kennedy? Then the Ameri-
cans in our embassy in Iran
were taken hostage and
Carter's popularity soared.
His popularity didn't soar
that long, but it was long
enough for him to dim Ken-
nedy'schances of getting the
nomination. The Massachu-
setts senator's own blunders
did the rest.

\ Now if Carter could just
get Fidel Castro to agree to
take the prisoners and ment-
al patients he sent over here
back to Cuba prior to elec-
tion day.

Since wri t ing last week's
dissertation for this space
about the three major ballot
proposals, I have done some
more reading.

I am less confused, but
st i l l plan to vote against
them.

The more I read about the
Tisch A m e n d m e n t , the scar-
ier it becomes. I mentioned
tha t college t u i t i o n might be
subject to publ ic referen-
dum and since then read in
Michigan Farmer maga / ine
Robert Tisch does indeed
in t end college t u i t i o n s to be
included in the provis ion
r e q u i r i n g a publ ic vote , ap-
paren t ly by state-wide refer-
endum, since i t involves
s ta te i n s t i t u t i o n s .

The need for voters w i t h i n
a v i l l a g e , school d i s t r i c t ,
e tc . . to approve increases in
e v e r y t h i n g f rom school
lunch prices to pa rk ing
meter fees to dog license
fees if Tisch passes is less
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certain but likely.
According to the Citizens

Research Council of Mich-
igan, Tisch "does not amend
the present constitutional
provision which requires
that local units of govern-
ment obtain simple majority
approval of the voters for
any new tax or tax increase
beyond that authorized .. .as
of Dec. 22, 1978. However,
the broadened definition of
'tax' in the Tisch proposal
. . . to include user charges,
fees, etc., could be construed
to include voter approval of
each . . ."

Tisch supporters like to
cite what happened in Cali-
fornia after Proposition 13
was approved, which
slashed property taxes
there.

Unfortunately, the situ-
ations aren't comparable.
California state government
had a $5 billion surplus that
it distributed to local gov-
ernmental units to lessen the
impact , California 's eco-
nomy was booming wi th or
without the proposition and
Proposition 13 did not have a
restriction on increases in
user fees. Cal i fornians are
apparently now paying for
many services they once
received "free" through
taxes.

Beyond my specific objec-
tions to Proposal D, my
general objection to all of
the tax proposals is that they
are too complicated and try
to do too much.

If part of the problem is
t h a t the Headlee amend-
ment approved two years
ago d idn ' t do what it was
supposed to do in terms of
l imi t ing state spending and
properly tax increases, why
couldn ' t we have had a few
simple amendments on the
ba l lo t to e l i m i n a t e the short-
comings?

-f -t- -f -i- + +

One proposal I do feel
voters should approve is the
1-mi l l Tuscola coun ty levy
for bridges and c o u n t y oper-
a t i o n s .

The 1-mi l l t h a t lias been in
effec t since 11)71 has enabled
the Hoacl Commission to
replace or rebui ld 95) of the
county ' s decaying bridges.
Il would be a shame to deny
it the h a l f - m i l l needed to
complete- the job.

As for the other h a l f - m i l l
of the proposal, for county
opera t ions , our county com-
missioners arc not a lways
"pearls of wisdom." but I
d o n ' t t h i n k they can be
accused of th rowing money
away .

Tuscola coun ty has the
lowest m i l l a g e for opera-
t ions of any county in the
s t a t e and the h a n d w r i t i n g is
on the w a l l t h a t revenue
from Lansing and Wash ing-
ton next year is a lmost
c e r t a i n to be less.

CASS
CITY

1 THURSDAY thru SUNDAY
OCT. 30-31 NOV. 1 -2

Special Halloween Week Thriller
For Teens & Adults Only

FRI., SAT., SUN. Reg. Price

A MASTERPIECE
OF

MODERN HORROR

THE

SHINING
SIWRH.

Cl

Bargain
Nife

Thurs.
$1.50

All
Nights
8 p.m.
Due To
Length

COMING NEXT THURSDAY
1980'S Great Comedy"; Spoof

"AIRPLANE f f

X marks the ballot
Voting "yes" may mean

your vote doesn't count.
In Tuscola county, there

are only two governmental
units where paper ballots
will be used Tuesday.

In Sanilac county, the
situation is the opposite.
Only Marlette village and
three or four townships use
voting machines or punch
cards. In the rest, paper
ballots are used.

In the August primary, an
estimated 10-15 percent of
county ballots were spoiled
because they were incor-
rectly marked or electors
tried to vote for candidates

in both parties.
To try to prevent that from

happening again, a citizens
committee has been formed
in Sanilac county to educate
the public in how to mark
paper ballots correctly.

Some "no-nos," according
to the committee, include
writing "yes" or "no" in the
boxes for ballot proposals,
marking ballots with a
check mark or slash or
marking the box to vote for a
straight party ticket and
then voting for some candi-
dates in the other party.

The only mark that can be
counted on a paper ballot is
an X inside the box.

GREAT PUMPKINS - Two-year-old Brad Whittington doesn't have to wait for
a visit from the Great Pumpkin. He has his own, grown by his parents, Don and
Tracy Whittington of Englehart Road, Cass City. The biggest weighs 111 pounds.

Erla seeks to unseat
county board

Voters Tuesday wi l l have
a choice between a Republ i -
can and a Democrat for
county commissioner from
Dis t r i c t 2.

The Republican is Royce
Russell, seeking election to
his second two-year te rm,
and the Democrat is Rich-
a rd ( D i c k ) Kr l a .

The dis t r ic t consists of
Fa lk land , F.lmwood. E l l ing -
ton and Novesta townships
and the por t ion of Kings ton
township east of Kingston
Road.

In Dis t r i c t f > , which in-
cludes the rest of Kingston
townsh ip , all of Kingston
vi l lage and Wells and Kovl -
ton townships, the only can-
dida te r u n n i n g is incumbent
Democrat Margaret Wenta
of Fostoria.

Russell . ~ri. o[ ( ireen
Road, Gagctown. was E l m -
wood township t reasurer for
1H years before being elected
commissioner in H)7H

Commerce, and has also
heen a member of numerous
other organizat ions.

He and his wi fe . Chr i s t ine ,
have two children.

which could sell bonds to
f inance the project, but noth-
ing has happened since then
because of lack of money.

Russell commented that
many persons agree tha t
some county departments
are qu i te crowded, for ex-
ample, the prosecutor's of-
fice and Cooperative Exten-

sion Service.
An annex addition, he

commented, "could suffice
if funds were available."

Erla reserved judgment
on whether such an addition
is needed "unless I could
look it over" to determine
whether more off ice space is
needed.
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Royce Russell

On the board, he serves as
cha i rman of i ts equa l i / a t i on
commit tee and as a member
of its bui ld ing and grounds
and depa r tmen ta l control
commit tees .

As commissioner, he is
also a member of the board
of directors of the Thumb
Area Commission on Aging
and Thumb Area Consort-
ium.

Russell is a cash crop
farmer. He is a member of
the Farm Bureau, Tyler
Lodge, F & AM, and an elder
in the First Presbyterian
church in Cass City.

He and his wife Betty, the
present Elmwood township
treasurer, have f ive chil-
dren.

Erla, 56, of 4633 Huron
Street, Cass City, qualified
for the ballot by receiving
enough votes as a write-in
candidate in the August
primary.

He is president of Erla's
Inc., the Cass City super-
market and meat packing
operation, which has been in
existence since 1953.

Erla ran unsuccessfully
for state senator in 1960 and
for the constitutional con-
vention in 1962,

A Navy veteran, he has
been a member of the Amer-
ican Legion for 35 years.

He is a member and past
president of the Cass City
Rotary Club, past president
of the Cass City Chamber of

Richard Krla
Both candida tes said they

w i l l vole fo r the 1 - m i l l levy
for br idges and coun ty gov-
e r n m e n t o p e r a t i o n s .

Thf ( " i i r o i i u ' i L ' jskt-'i! I ' l t t ' i i
o! them to pred ic t the
c o u n t y ' s f i n a n c i a l f u t u r e ,
and they bo th agreed a lot
depends on how the publ ic
votes mi (he c o u n t y m i l l a g e
and the s l a t e t ax reform
proposals .

"The way t h i n g s arc go-
ing, i t w i l l p robab ly be a
t i g h l budget and < if elected >
we ' l l have to rol l up our
sleeves and cope w i t h i t . "
Kr la p red ic ted .

Passage of the Tisch
A m e n d m e n t . Russel l pre-
dicted, "could make t h i n g s
q u i t e i n t e r e s t i n g as far as
the coun ty is concerned."
The f u t u r e of federal reve-
nue sha r ing w i l l also have an
effec t on county f inances ,
he po in ted o u t .

Both candidates were
asked wha t cu ts in county
spending can be made if t ha t
becomes necessary.

"Thai's r ea l ly a hard one,
because I t h i n k i t 's going to
take a lot of work by
members of the board on
where the cuts will be
made," Russell responded.

If and when it becomes
necessary to make cuts,
he explained i t wi l l be
necessary to analyze each
county department as to its
workload, as making cut-
backs will mean laying off
personnel.

Erla's response was simi-
lar, tha t if spending reduc-
tions arc necessary, it wil l
be necessary to evaluate
each department and then
decide.

Both candidates ex-
pressed the hope that cuts
may not be necessary.

The f inal question is
whether additional county
office space is necessary
should funds be available for
its construction.

Proposed has been con-
struction of a two-story plus
basement addition onto the
rear of the courthouse an-
nex, wi th a rough estimate
of the cost being $600,000.

A county building author-
ity has been established,
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