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Enrolln unge
in area districts

Enrollment in area school
districts has taken a plunge
compared to last year, ac-
cording to enrollment counts
taken Friday.

Student counts on the
fourth Friday in September
are mandated statewide,
with state aid being based on
those figures.

The number of students in
Cass City schools declined
from 2,037 to 1,975, a loss of
62.

Enrollment at Owendale-
Gagetown dropped from 461
to 431; Kingston, from 836 to
817, and Ubly, from 1,243
down to 1,208.

Other Tuscola county dis-
tricts also lost students.

Except for Owendale-
Gagetown, which has too
high a property valuation
per pupil to qual i fy, the loss
of students will mean a
sharp loss in state aid.

Cass City Supt. Donald
Grouse made a "wild guess"
that the enrollment decline
may cost the district $45,000-
50,000 in state school aid.

In making revenue esti-
mates in order to recom-
mend to the school board
what millage levies to place
on the ballot, he anticipated
the district would lose 29
students.-The actual loss
was more than twice that .

At this point, he indicated,
once state revenues are
finally known, all he can do
is plan the budget carefully
"and do the best job we
can."

School superintendents
don't know how much money
they will get from Lansing
for the 1980-81 school year
because the legislature
hasn't approved a school aid
bill for the new fiscal year,
which started Wednesday.
Normally, the bill would
have been passed a couple of
months ago.

Because of ever changing
and ever declining state tax
revenues, plus election year
reluctance to do anything
that might upset voters,
leaders in the House of
Representatives chose to ap-
prove a short-term interim
budget. As of Tuesday, it
was still being prepared.

Adding to the budgetary
woes is that the state aid
payment normally received
by schools Oct. I is being
delayed possibly 10-15 days
because the state doesn't
have enough money at pres-
ent.

When it is received, it will
only be 93 percent of what it
should be.

Because of the delay,
Crouse said, the district will

have to borrow money from
a bank to get by until the
money comes in. As of Mon-
day, he was shopping for the
lowest interest rate.

Enrollment at each build-
ing (1979 figures in paren-
theses) is: High School, 674
(681); intermediate, 557
(577); Campbell Element-
ary, 468 (507); Deford, 134
(144), and Evergreen, 142
(128).

The reason for the fewer
students, school officials
contacted agreed, was fewer
babies being born. Crouse
pointed out that districts
throughout Michigan are an-
ticipating enrollment de-
clines this year, as lower
birth rates are being re-
flected in the school popula-
tion.

Another factor, but not
easily measurable, is fami-
lies moving out of local
school districts.

OWEN-GAGE

Since the district doesn't
qualify for general state aid.
the decline in number
of students won't hurt reve-
nue.

The distr ict does receive
some categorical s tate aid,
such as f or driver education
and t ransportat ion, but that

isn't based on total enroll-
ment.

The big reason for the
decline, Supt. Ronald Erick-
son said, was that there
weren't as many kindergar-
teners starting school this
year as there were seniors
who graduated last year.

The high school (grades
7-12) counted 214 students,
down 32 f rom las t year, and
elementary, 217, two more
than last year.

KINGSTON

The 817 students counted
Friday were 19 fewer than
a year ago.

The elementary grades
(K-6) increased in enroll-
ment from 413 to 419, but the
high school lost 25 students,
from 423 down to 398.

Supt. Robert Cameron
couldn 't be reached for com-
ment.

UBLY

The Ubly district had 1,243
students last year and has
1,208 this year.

Most of the loss, accord-
ing to Business Manager
Mark Tenbusch, was at the
junior high and in the fresh-
man class.

Please turn to page 20.

Tennis court grant accepted

Police may join union;
STANDING BY -- Firemen could only stand by and watch as the north wall of

the barn rented by William Hacker came tumbling down Tuesday evening. Sift
thousand bales of hay and straw were lost, although some bales were pulled out
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Firemen fight Tues

An electr ical f a u l t is
"lamed as the probable

luse of a f i r e t h a t de-
roved a barn on Krap l
oad Tuesday.
Elkland t ownsh ip f i r emen ,
ho were at the scene

I most seven hours, were
misled by l i re f igh te r s
oin four other depart -
ents, w i th f i remen from
Imwood-Gagetown there
'jut f ive hours.
j'he barn, A mi le sou th of

' - H I , east of Cass C i t y .
?longed to Diedrich B;mm-
-irt of Drayton Plains.
It was rented to W i l l i a m

_acker of Greenland Road.
ccording to his son. John.
iere were about 4,000 bales

straw and 2,000 of hay
ored inside, worth $1 each
Firemen estimated the old

I,

wood barn , about 40-by-70
feet in size, was w o r t h
$10,000. but would be much
cost l ier t h a n t h a t to replace.

The cal l to the t i r e depa r t -
ment was made about 4 : 4 f >
p .m .

The f i r e was discovered by
Steve .Smi th . 14. who l ives
nex t door, and called in by
his f a t h e r , Donald Boyee.
The you th said he saw
smoke and t h e n f lames, and
t h a t there was no one in or
close by the burn at the t ime.

E l k l a n d Assistant Fire
Chief .Jerome Hoot .Jr. said
electr ical wires led to the
north wal l and then to the
lower level, where the fire
s tar ted , thus an electrical
f a u l t is believed to have been
the cause.

The fire went up the wall

between the bales and the
wa l l , which made i t hard to
reach. The bales on t h a t end
were stacked to the roof.

When f i r emen a r r ived , he
said, "We thought we had a
Hood chance of saving i t . "
The problem was t h a t they
couldn ' t get to the source,
pa r t ly because the inside of
the barn got too smoky, plus
there was the danger, if the
floor was burn ing under the
hay and straw, t h a t i t could
collapse.

The nor th end wall fel l at
6:45 p .m. The rest of the
structure collapsed about 9.

Firemen repeatedly hosed
down two close-by small
buildings to keep them from
burning. Little or no wind
aided their efforts in keeping
the blaze contained.

The second depar tment to
a r r ive was Elmwoocl-Gage-
t o w n , which got there about
5: i f ) and l o f t f i ve hours la te r .

Oilier depar tments there
w i t h tankers or t rucks were
Lamot le township , Caro and
Moore townsh ip .

AI 10 p .m. , E lk land Fire
Chief Jack H a r t w i c k est i-
mated 40,0(10-50,000 gal lons
of water had been used in
l i g h t i n g the bla/e. Possibly
3,000 more were used by the
t i m e f i remen le f t a t 11:45,
a f t e r the f lames were safely
confined w i t h i n the cement
basement.

Once back at the stat ion,
they had to clean their hoses
and put them back on the
t rucks , so d idn ' t got home
u n t i l a f t e r 1 .

Please turn to page 3.

Cass City's four fu l l - t ime
policemen are seeking to be
represented by the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, the
vi l lage council was informed
Monday evening.

The council also scheduled
a publ ic hearing Oct. 27 on a

•change in the vi l lage ordi-
nance in order to al low new
apar tmen t s in old downtown
bu i ld ings .

In a Sept. Hi l e t t e r to
Village President Lambert
A l t h a v e r , K. Ray Harwood.
field representa t ive for the
FOP s ta te lodge labor
counci l , said the four of-
ficers have signed show-of-
interes t cards ind ica t ing a
desire to be represented by
the FOP "in bargaining for
wages, hours of work and
other terms and condi t ions
of employment ."

iThe vil lage police force
consists of the four and
Police Chief Gene Wi l son , i

Harwood's l e t t e r was
turned over to the vi l lage 's
a t to rney , Cl inton House,
who wrote back, "If some
village police officers do
wish to be represented by
your organizat ion, then I
suggest t ha t you or they
follow the s ta tutory petit ion
procedures.

What that means, House
explained to the Chronicle
Tuesday, was tha t the union
should petition the Michigan
Employment Relations
Commission to conduct an
election by secret ballot .

The oll icers could then
vote on whether they wanted
to lie represented by the
FOP "without anyone look-
ing over their shoulder."

All vi l lage employees
presently are not unionized.

APAKTMKNTS

Present vi l lage zoning or-
d inance prohibits rental of
apar tments in downtown
bui ld ings once they have
been vacant six months.
Conversion of vacant space
in to a p a r t m e n t s is also pro-
h i b i t e d , all being considered
a non-conforming use.

At the request of the
council to review the ordi-
nance, the p lann ing commis-
sion is recommending it be
changed to allow living
quarters in existing build-
ings downtown, provided
they comply with building
code requirements and that
they are not on the first
floor.

The council scheduled a

public hearing on the pro-
posal at 7 p.m. Oct. 27. The
meeting may be held in the
Elkland township f i re hal l .

Reservations were ex-
pressed about some of the
suggested changes, such as
whether all first floor apar t -
ments should be barred.

Suggestions can be made
at the hearing.

TKNMS CO CRTS

The council voted to ac-
cept the federal grant of
S30.800 for new tennis courts.

Application for the grant •
bad been made on the prem-
ise the courts would cost
$61,000, wi th the village pay-
ing the remainder.

The new estimate, how-
ever, is the cost will be
$63.500.

The only way lor the
village to get more federal
funds, it has been in formed,
would be to reapply, which
could delay the entire proj-
ect.

Thus the village wil l pay
the entire amount beyond
the $30,800, with contribu-
tions being solicited to de-
fray its share. The Rotary
Club is interested in spear-
heading a drive to raise

contr ibut ions, it was re-
ported.

The courts have to be done
by the end of 1981. If next
year the council decides it
cannot afford the project,
for instance, should the
Tisch Amendment be ap-
proved in November, it can
reject the federal grant.

Althaver estimated Tisch
could reduce village prop-
erty tax revenues by 60
percent, plus there would be
addit ional cutbacks in state
revenue to Cass City.

OTHKR ITEMS

The request of Ron Nich-
olas of 4721 S. Seeger Street
for g ran t ing of an easement
to 3 acres ho owns off
Hillcrcst Drive was denied
because the property is ac-
cessible via his driveway off
Seeger.

The annexation request of
Richard Biddinger, owner of
Engineered Tools, Inc., was
accepted and forwarded to
the county Board of Com-
missioners for its required
approval.

The property on the west
side of Doerr Road is 165-by-

Please turn to page 20.

Decker man dies Sunday*/
jvhen car slants into tree

Robert Roy Clark of Deck-
became Tuscola county's

th traffic victim of the
ar Sunday when he lost his
e in an accident in Novesta

township.
Sheriff's deputies reported

that Clark, 42, of 3973 Van
Dyke Road, was eastbound
on Shabbona Road, east of
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Cemetery Road, when his
car went off the north side of
the road and slammed head-
on into a tree.

He died in the ambulance
while being transported to
Hills and Dales General
Hospital, according to the
medical examiner's report.
The accident took place at
6:20 p.m.

Investigating officers
could find no holes in or
objects on the gravel road-
way that would have thrown
his car out of control and no
indication that he had ap-
plied his brakes.

Clark did not have his scat
belt fastened.

He was born Sept. 27, 1938,
in Detroit, the son of Mrs.
Antonia Luptec and the late
Gilbert Clark.

Clark married Valeria
D'Amour April 8, 1960, in
Detroit. Following their
marriage, they made their

home in Warren. They came
to Decker in 1974.

Clark served with the U.S.
Air Force during the Korean
War. He was a member of
St. Pancralius Catholic
church of Cass City.

He is survived by his wife;
three sons, P-0 3C Charles
Clark, U.S. Navy, Wau-
kegan, 111., Robert Clark and
Philip Clark, both at home;
two daughters, Constance
Clark and Josephine Clark,
both at home; his mother,
Mrs. Antonia Luptec of War-
ren; one sister, Mrs. Daniel
McMastor of Warren, and
two brothers, Samuel Clark
and Daniel Clark, both of
Warren.

Please turn to page 17.

K U M M A G K SALE
Saturday, Oct. 4, at Presby-
terian church basement,
Doors open 9a.m. 9-18-3

FATAL CRASH -- The impact wrapped the front end of the car of Robert
Clark around the tree it hit before bouncing off. Clark died while being taken to
the hospital following the Sunday evening accident.


