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Ubly cheerleader tells how it is

Cheerleaders train for tourney glory
Don't try to tell Michelle

Fligger that cheerleaders
aren't athletes.

She has the muscles to
pfove they are.

Not only that , cheerlead-
ers these days compete
Against other cheerleaders

^nd win and lose like in more
conventional sporting
events.

The May graduate of Ubly
High School spent the sum-
mer as a staff member at
U.S. Cheerleading Associ-
ation (USCA) clinics in six
states, teaching younger
cheerleaders to improve
their techniques.

The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. James Fligger of N.
Ubly Road, Ubly, began her

MICHELLE ELIGGER

to receive aid
Continued from page one

Whether the present
"strong surge" remains de-
pends on how wel l 'he new
cars sell. "We're j u s t hoping
• t stays there." he com-
nented.

Employees a l K i n g s t o n
Kiome b u t t and pol i sh pa r t s
made at (he o ther Trim
Tiends p l a n l s .

A l t h o u g h Id in 11 a rc
employed there . Dr ive r
said, more t h a n t h a t may I n -
e l igible for the TKA b e n e f i t s
since more t h a n t h a t may
have worked then- d u r i n g
the e l i g i b i l i t y period.

Those e l ig ib le who have
ot yet applied should do so

t h i o u g h t h e i r local Mich igan
Employment S e c u r i t y Com-
mission o f f i c e .

Coming- Auction

Saturday , Sept. 27 - W a l t e r
Van Turner w i l l sell person-
i l property i n c l u d i n g some

ant iques at the place located
three miles n o r t h of Kings -
ton and one and a h a l f miles
east on Bevens Hd. Lorn
Hi l l ake r , auc t ioneer .

SPEED L I M I T

When fo lks decide to pay
is they go, i t ' s wise to
•emind them to l a k e i t nice

id slow.

Driver said it is his under-
s t a n d i n g the MESC sends
out the TKA benef i t check in
one lump sum. The Kingston
Kronu- workers should have
t h e i r checks by the end of
t h e m o n t h .

The execut ive d i d n ' t know
the t o t a l a m o u n t they wi l l be
receiving.

Once the company applied
tor the TKA benef i t s in
behalf of its employees, he
exp l a ined , it was about a six
month process before ap-
proval was granted.

The U.S. Labor Depart-
ment examines the f inances
and operat ion of the plant to
de te rmine whether i t s oper-
a t ions were severely af-
fected by foreign competi-
t i o n .

Once t h a i d e t e r m i n a t i o n is
made, (he government ex-
amines each employee's
records to determine the
amoun t of benefi ts to which
he or she is en t i t l ed .

The e l i g i b i l i t y period for
Kingston Krome dates back
to Sept. 7, 1979, the date
established by the Labor
Department as to when the
company f i r s t began to be
affec ted by imports. In es-
sence. Driver said, that
means the date when the
f i r s t layoffs began.

There were some periods
of 2-.'i weeks, according to
the executive, when the
e n t i r e plant was closed.

career as a cheerleader for
the seventh grade basketball
team.

In high school, she was a
member of the junior var-
sity squad two years and the
varsity squad two, which in
her senior year finished f i f th
in the state in Class C
competition and 21st nation-
ally.

Getting a job with the
USCA isn't easy. Pauline
Hess, an instructor at Michi-
gan State University who
started the organization 25
years ago, conducts 15 or 16
tryouts across the country.

Michelle's tryout came
April 20 in Lansing, where
she had to perform various
cheers, tumbles, dance rou-
tine and other talents. Of the
600 who tried out nationally,
only 60 were hired.

Those selected were split
into 10 separate staffs, with
a director for each, with
each group assigned to a
different part of the country.

Michelle found herself as-
signed to staff 9 and by the
time summer was over, she
was in Cincinnati , Alliance
and Columbus, Ohio; Val-
paraiso and Muncie, Ind.,
Danville, Owensboro, Lex-
ington, Louisville, Ky.;
Hunt ington, W. Va., and
Spring Arbor, Mount Pleas-
ant and Lansing, Mich.

She lef t home June 6 for a

one-week orientation at
Hartland, and didn't return
until Aug. 23.

The 18 clinics she helped
conduct, each 3'/a days long,
were held on college camp-
uses, with the participants
staying and eating in the
dormitories.

The cheerleaders who at-
tended, an average of about
130 per clinic, ranged from
elementary school age
through college, though Miss
Fligger didn't teach any of
the latter. She worked a lot
with the elementary youngs-
ters.

THE EMPHASIS WAS ON
cheers and techniques for
use at games, but not all the
squads came to the clinics
for that purpose.

Competition is held the
final two nights of each
clinic and for those squads
who chose to compete, the
big prize was an invitation to
the USCA Grand Nationals,
held in Lansing Aug. 21-23.
At least one team from each
clinic was selected and as
many as the judges thought
were deserving could go.

In Michigan, where com-
peti t ive cheerleading is
more developed, more
squads came for the oppor-
t u n i t y to qua l i fy for the
nat ionals than to learn.
"Michigan is bad competi-
tion," Michelle explained.

Area to feel

budget cuts
Continued from page one

pointed ou t . is "the bot tom
of the barrel," being the
catch-al l program for those
who don ' t q u a l i f y for other
welfare programs.

If the general assistance
cutback is approved, those
affected w i l l hopeful ly f ind
jobs or l i v e off fami ly or
fr iends.

Meanwhile , the caseload
at the Caro of f ice is sky-
rocketing. Since October.
1979, the Aid to Dependent
Children caseload has in-
creased 29 percent (to 1,097
cases); general assistance,
up 2» percent (to 15-1), and
food stamps, up liii percent
i t o l.ii-13 rec ip ien ts ) .

Al though Mrs. Detwiler
d idn ' t have any statist ics
available, she said, "more
and more" welfare recipi-
ents are laid off workers who
have exhausted their unem-
ployment benefits.

IXSS employees are paid
by the state and one result of
the state's f i nanc ia l crunch
is she can ' t hire as many
workers as needed to handle
the burgeoning caseload.

On a recent day, she said,
25 persons seeking to apply
for benefi ts were (old to
come back another day be-
cause the s taf f d idn ' t have
enough t ime to take care of
them.

Another result of the s taff
shortage, she admitted, is
tha t some otherwise manda-
tory home checks to verify
what the welfare recipients
say regarding their e l ig ib i l -
ity aren't being done.

COl'NTY G O V E R N M E N T

State revenues, such as
from income tax, in tang i -
bles tax and sales tax, make
up a substantial portion of
the Tuscola county budget.

In 1979, state revenues
totaled $508,930, out of total
revenues to the county of
$2.7mil l ion. (Property taxes
make up about half of the
to ta l . )

So far in 1980, according to
Ken Kennedy, chairman of
the finance committee of the
county Board of Commis-

sioners, s ta te revenues have
held up f a i r l y wel l , but t h a i
could change w i t h receipt of
the revenue report for the
t h i r d quar ter of the f iscal

The county board recent ly
had to autliori/ .e expendi ture
of about $1.r>,()00 for an a u d i t
of 1979 county revenues and
expenses, to be performed
by a cer t i f ied public ac-
counting f i r m .

That is a func t ion t h a t
according to the s ta te const i -
t u t i on is supposed to be done
by the state for all counties,
but the state doesn't have
the money.

In add i t ion to it being good
f i n a n c i a l practice, an audi t
is necessary in order to
cont inue receiving federal
revenue sharing funds ,
which amounted to $320,000.

Of the county c o m m u n i t y
m e n t a l hea l th services
budget of $r>72. ( ) (H> for the
present f i sca l year. Director
Dennis Johnson said, SHU,ooo
comes from the coun ty , w i t h
the rest coming from the
s ta le .

Thi' county ' s share is sup-
posed to increase by a h a l f of
a percent in 19KO-1U, but how
much money the s ta te wi l l
provide is s t i l l up to the
legis la ture .

The county program had
to refund $10.000 to Lans ing
dur ing the present f i sca l
year because of a budget
cutback.

Johnson added tha t as
more persons are unem-
ployed, the number of per-
sons in need of mental health
counseling has increased.

Lansing pays 20 percent of
the county hea l th depart-
ment budget, which by law
was supposed to be in-
creased to 30 percent in 1981.
The state has now an-
nounced tha t because of lack
of money, its share wi l l
remain at 20 percent next
year.

County commissioners
wi l l approve the 1981 budget
in November, but w i th the
state cutbacks and depart-
ment county heads and
judges up for pay raises,
Kennedy predicted, "I look
for q u i t e a struggle."

WE TAILOR
INSURANCE

TO YOUR NEEDS...
As INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS, we can
pick the best plan for your needs from those
offered by several insurance companies. You
know you're getting the most for your money
from our AGENCY — call us today!

HARRIS-
HAMPSHIRE

AGENCY, INC.
G815E.CassCityRoad

Phone 872-2688

Mr. Farmer!
READ AND USE

c-c-c
CLASSIFIED ADS

'To sell or rent a (arm

'To sell or buy livestock

'To sell or buy implements!

' lo prolitably sell or

buy anything

The Classified Section is
Where Interested

Prospects Look First

The Chronicle
Phone 872-2010

"They're out to kill."
Competition routines can

run 1'i; minutes, tell a story
(going on a "shopping spree
and went to buy a victory,"
being one example) and can
be "as good as Broadway
plays even."

As for the idea of cheer-
leaders cheering on the guys
to victory, forget it.

The top rated team at the
nationals was from Lake-
view High School in St. Clair
Shores, which practiced
eight hours a day, seven
days a week, all summer
prior to the big event. "You
can't say they got out there
and did it for the guys,"
Michelle commented.

MOST OF THE CI IEER-
leaders she encountered
weren't out to win and she
found her job was a strenu-
ous one.

Sessions ran from 9 a.m.
to lunch time, 2 p.m. unt i l
supper and 7 p.m. unt i l as
l a t e as 12:30 a.in. on the f ina l
n i g h t of each cl inic.

Jumping around for two
hours, she said, "that's a

workout."
At night, the staff mem-

bers were still on duty,
keeping order in the dorms.

Clinics ended in the morn-
ing and if the next one was
on the same campus, it
started in the afternoon. If
the staff had to travel to
another place, the most time
they had was a day to get
there.

"It's a lot of hard work,"
she said, as she flexed one
arm. "I feel like a Russian
weight lifter." (She does not
look like a Russian weight
l if ter , however.)

THE WORST PART OF
her experience, other than
the packing and unpacking,
was being on the go con-
stant ly. "The hardest part
was to be peppy when you
wanted to sleep, because you
don't get much sleep on this
job.

"You actually feel gui l ty if
you're sitting down."

She admitted there were
times when she said to
herself, "Shut up, you little
brats."

Michelle departed Labor
Day for Western Michigan
University in Kalamazoo
where she plans to major in
dance with the aim of event-
ually teaching "little kids
how to dance." She doesn't
think she will try out for the
WMU cheerleading squad
her freshman year.

Despite the trials and
tribulations and low pay
($500 for the summer, plus
room and board), the Ubly
graduate hopes to be an
instructor at the cheerlead-
ing clinics again next sum-
mer.

"I loved it because the
kids made it worthwhile."

DEERING PACKING
~\ mile North, V2 mile East of

Silverwood at 4808 E. Mayville Road

FRESH COUNTER MEATS
CHECK OUT PRICES ON

LAMB ^ PORK ^ VEAL

BEEF HALVES AND QUARTERS

FOR BUSINESS TRUCKING AND
SLAUGHTERING CALl 517-761-7073
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Plus Coach Light's Every day
Low, Low Discount Prices!

HALLMARK
"MUPPET"

•Puzzles
•Cookie Cutter
•Election Buttons
•Super Stickers
•'Kermit' Decoration

Fantastic
Spray 99

22 oz.

24 Johnson

Daytime $ A 26
Diapers v

Deodorant
66

40Z.
Super dry

KODAK
C110-12

FILM
2.17
Value

$147

Poly Vi Sol
Chewable

100

$349

28

PLAYTEX
TAMPON

Reg. or Super

S209

We accept all pre-pay prescription plans

COACH LIGHT PHARMACY
\ I IKK V t K A V K K . OWIHT

Your Family Discount Dru<r Store

"SUM"
SWIM
POOL

CHEMICALS
In Stock

Authorized Thumb Distributor For Hollister Ostomy Products.


