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Dillon centennial farm was
built from swamp, trees
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Steve Dillon Jr. died in 1955 sherifl’s patrol car and two K

If Coiwood weren't on the
dividing line between Co-
lumbia and Elmwood town-
ships -- the apparent reason
it got its name -- it probably
would be known as Diilon-
ville.

The Dillons were the first
ones there,

Now the farm purchased
by Edward Dillon in 1879,

_.when the land was basically .

a swamp and trees, has been
designited a centennial
farm by the Division of
Michigan History,

Its owners are Mary Rus-
sell, who still lives on the
-farm, and her children,
Wayne Dillon and Gayle
Butzynski. Mrs. Russell's

first husband, Steve Dillon
Jr., was the grandson of the
original owner.

The family doesn't know
oo much about Edward
Dillen, anly that he came 1o
this area from Canada, ap-
parently from somewhere
around Montreal.

The Dillon clan came to
Canada from Ireland, but it
isn’t known if Edward was
born in Canada or the old
country.

_.The eriginal farm was 160

acres, on the south side of
what {5 now Dickerson
Road, straddling both sides
of what is now Colwood
Road.

It is alse known that
Edward losl his eyesight
here, went to a Catholic
shrine in Capada and re-
gained his vision.

EOWARD DILLON AND-

his .wife, whose maiden
name was Maude Reid, had
seven children. It was son
Steve. born in 1884, who
inbierited the farm in the
carly 1900s. Three other
brothers settled on farms
nearby and three sisters

married. ‘
‘ Steve Dillon married Jane
Munroe from  Columbia

Corners, who gave birth to
six sons and twe daughters.

They originally lived in
the house which still stands
across Lhe road from the

" THE BARN on the Dillon centennial farm was erected in 1916 and is used for
storage of equipment and some grain. The barn and home, built about 1900, are
on the Columbia township side of Colwood Road.

Jail or detention - Where
do the delinquents go?
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latler was probably buill el“’f’ he a‘dded N r center, the costs would ex-  crime. This compares with |
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they were given land of their

oW, '
Same of the land either the

children owned or sold be-

found.

The youngster has been
complaining all night that
his rights have been violated

need to be hired for such a
center. He did nol specificui-
ly estimate how much it

state are by juveniles, Kenlt
stated, adding there are only
OO state-run bed spaces for

awavs and truancy.

.Ju‘dge Kent said he has not
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early 1900s Lhere were a
hank, blacksmith shop, gen-
eral store, livery, doctor and

police can look no longer [nr
hig parents.
They cannot keep him at

that is manned by a couple
who live and work on the

addition to about 120 private
hontes such as Teen Ranch,
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there now are the Colwood
far. started by Lee Dillon,

night. _
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Rent said,

SCCUrity.
lock amnd kev,™

IN JUDGING THE NEKED
for a short-term facility in
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eight to stay on the family
tarm and inheritee it when

whether to send the boy to
jail vr the Genesee Regional

[ ]
mon wx ealed his mother dicd in 1952, His Detention Center near Flint.
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A special legislative task
force on prison overcrowd-
ing has reported a new law
will be needed for early
release of prisoners should
voters reject a proposed
increase in the state income
tax for new prison construc-
tion.

The legislature recently
took action to place before
the voters in November the
question of increasing the
state income tax rate by
one-tenth of 1 percent with
the revenues earmarked ex-
clusively for new prison

early release proposal s nol
the primary item in the
package and expressed hope
that implementation of ather
measures would not make it
necessary to ever use such a
plan.

HOWEVER, DEPART-
ment of Corrections Direc-
tor Perry Johnson said that
the alternative must he
made clear to the voters,
“You either provide ade-
quate space for prisoners or
you set them free,” he said,

Padden said the early
release proposal would only

enactment, would put pres-
sure on luwmiakers and the
governor Lo implement the
other parts of the package,
particularly the senfencing
proposils,

He said not doing anvthing
would invite prison riols or
federal gourt action order-
ing changes in the state
prison system.

The pmpnwri senienving
structure  would — provide
judges with guidelines hased
upon average sentenees tor
eiach crime, with [hc Judges
required 1o justify on the

CAlary) Seuryocek in 1943 and

His widow and two children,
Wavne and Gavle, became
and stll are the owners.
Mary Ditlen married Daon
Hussell in 1han,

The surviving children of
Steve oseoand Jane Dillon
are the four soungest, Bd,
who lives next door e his
sister-in-Liw, Mary Russell;
Mae Secord, living in De-
troit: Bob Dillon, Heose, and
Leatha °Brien, Bad Axe.

DON BUSSELL. WAYNIE
titilon, counselor and voca-
tional director at Cass City
High School, and o vousin,

jail for the evening. Yet the

officers taken off the road.

It takes an estimated 34
hours for the deputies to
transport the juvenile and
return. That will e repeated
in the morning when they
must bring him back lo tace
a4 probate hearing  bhefore
Judge Kent.

All too often, unless the
voungster is under the age of
15, he or she is lodged in jail
for the evening, separited
from adult inmates, accord-
ing to Sheriff Hugh Marr. He
added he does net like that
iden, Jail is no place for a

ANYBODY KNOW what gasoline sold for back when the 8.7, & H,

service station was new? The station, torn down recently,
The Pinney State Bank was next

about 1428, when photo

was taken.

was built
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- X come into play if voters pecordimposition of & preat- ! ‘ . ien.
construcft:opll and updating i the gragosal or 1 e e sentence. Rick Dillon, farn 420 acres,  kid. door and next to that, the stores that now form the Ben Franklin store,
current facilities. consisting of the origine JAILING  JUVENILES  Photo was donated by Clifton Heller to Cass City Area Ilistorical —

The tax hike would last
only for five years and would
produce some $275 million.

offenders.
Actual legislation for con-

- sideration by the legislature

BN | |
A LIFE-TIME
RESIDENT

Paia lor by Citizens for Muxlow

proves to he less effective
than projected,

QOther proposals being con-
sidered by the task force
include a declaration of a
prison overcrowding
emergency by the governor
when prisons exceed their
capacities for mere than 3¢
consecutive days.

Under. such circum-
stances, the last 90 days of a
sentlence would be removed
from prisoners who have
served their minimum sent-
ences thus expanding the
number of prisoners wha
would be eligible for parole
consideration by the state
parole hoard.

IF OVERCROWDING
continued, the propesal al-
lows for removal of addition-
al days from sentences, and
authorizes state officials to
refuse to admit nonviolent
has not yet been introduced
or even drafted.

House Speaker Bobby

OVERCROWDING WOULD
he eased by reducing
guidetine sentence durations
or amending guidelines to
recommend  imprisonment
for fewer criminals.

The task foree also urged
prompt action of the Revised
Criminal Code tpending n
(he House Judiciary Com-
mitlee) setting presumplive
senfences for the most seri-
ous crimes and clarifyving
p1 geedures for allernatives

o imprisonment.

Other proposals of the task
force include expansion of
both community residential
programs and community
alternatives 1o incarcera-
tion.

The group also urged en-
actment of a House-passed
bill (pending in the Senate
Judiciary Committee)
proadening authority  of
judges lo order restitution
and community service for
offenders.

HONESTLY
NOW...

centenntal Tarm. some land
owned by Don and some
rented. Farming s also @
part-time  occupation  far
Rick, emploved by Hunt
Constraction,

By some of their neigh-
bors'  standards,  Wayne
pomnted vut, theirs is a small
operation. One arm of a
neighhor's folding three-sec-
tion disk. lor instance, cov-
ers as much ground as their
entire disk.

About 200 acres is planted
with navy and calor beans,
with the olher crops this
vear being wheat,  sugar
heets and oals.

To Wayne Dillon, farming
“is o hreak rom one job, It's
@ whole dilferent  warld,
cven when you're hoeing.”

Catalogs loaned

may soon be illegal il a new
juvenile code is passed by
the regislature.

According to Judge Kent,
the new code would allow
jails to he used only if they
are specially adapted for
minors.,

“But 1 see that as an
empty promise. [ dan’l know
of any jail that could be
licensed,”” Kent stated.

The tdea of a new code has
been kicked about the Legis-
lature for some time but if it
passes, Kent will have no
alternatlive in cases such as
the theoretical one set forth
other Lhan o send the youlh
to Flind,

In addition to the cosl paid
by the sheriff’s department,
it costs $81 a day to hold the
juvenile in detention in
Flint. Hall of that is paid lor
by the county, the 1'0&1 by the
state.

AN OBVIOUS QUESTION

avises — why not build a
detention cenler in this
area”?

Sheriff Marr said he is in
favor of such a center. Cass
City Palice Chief Gene Wil-
son alse said he would like
somewhere nearby where
juvenites may be lodged
overnight.

But Kent claims the
county neither needs nor can

Society.
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CONTRACTOR’S WHEELBARBOW
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