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arm
built from swamp, trees

If Col wood weren't on the
dividing line between Co-
lumbia and Elmwood town-
ships - the apparent reason
it got its name -- it probably
would be known as Dillon-
ville.

The Dillons were the first
ones there.

Now the farm purchased
by Edward Dillon in 1879,
when the land was basically

a swajnp and trees, has been
designated a centennial
farm by the Division of
Michigan History.

Its owners are Mary Rus-
sell, who still lives on the
farm, and her children,
Wayne Dillon and Gayle
Butzynski. Mrs. Russell's
first husband, Steve Dillon
Jr., was the grandson of the
original owner.

The family doesn't know
too much about Edward
Dillon, only that he came to
this area from Canada, ap-
parently from somewhere
around Montreal .

The Dillon clan came to
Canada from Ireland, but it
isn't known if Edward was
born in Canada or the old
country.

The original farm was 160

THREE GENERATIONS of the Dillon centennial farm
family are Mary Russell, son Wayne Dillon and the sons of
him and his wife Sherry, Scott, 8 ( lef t) and Jeff, 10.

New law needed if
prison tax defeated

By Warren M. Hoyt
Mich. Press Association

A special legislative task
force on prison overcrowd-
ing has reported a new law
will be needed for early
release of prisoners should
voters reject a proposed
increase in the state income
tax for new prison construc-
tion.

The legislature recently
took action to place before
the voters in November the
question of increasing the
state income tax rate by
one-tenth of 1 percent with
the revenues earmarked ex-
clusively for new prison
construction and updating
current facilities.

The tax hike would last
only for five years and would
produce some $275 mill ion,
offenders. ,

Actual legislation for con-
sideration by the legislature

A LIFE-TIME
RESIDENT
Paid lor by Citizens lor Muxlow

Task Force Chairman
Rep. Jeffrev Padden
(D-Wyandotte) said lin-
early release proposal is not
the primary item in the
package and expressed hope
that implementation of other
measures would not make it
necessary to ever use such a
plan.

HOWEVKR, DKPAKT-
ment of Corrections Direc-
tor Perry Johnson said that
the al ternat ive must be
made clear to the voters.
"You either provide ade-
quate space for prisoners or
you set them free," he said.

Padden said the early
release proposal would only
come into play if voters
reject the proposal or it
proves to be less effect ive
than projected.

Other proposals being con-
sidered by the task force
include a declaration of a
prison overcrowding
emergency by the governor
when prisons exceed their
capacities for more than 30
consecutive days.

Under., such circum-
stances, the last 90 days of a
sentence would be removed
from prisoners who have
served their minimum sent-
ences thus expanding the
number of prisoners who
would be eligible for parole
consideration by the state
parole board.

IF OVERCROWDING
continued, the proposal al-
lows for removal of addit ion-
al days from sentences, and
authorizes state officials to
refuse to admit nonviolent
has not yet been introduced
or even drafted.

House Speaker Bobby

Crim of Davison said he
hoped the exis!''tii'e "i the
proposal, and i ts possible
e n a c t m e n t , would put pres-
sure on lawmakers and the
governor to implemen t the
other par t s of the package,
p a r t i c u l a r l y the sen tenc ing
proposals.

l i e said not do ing a n y t h i n g
would inv i te prison riots or
federal court ac t i on order-
ing changes in the s ta te
prison system.

The proposed sentencing
s t ruc tu re would provide
judges w i t h guidel ines based
upon average sentences for
each cr ime, w i t h the judges
required to j u s t i f y on tin-
record impos i t ion of a great-
er or lesser sentence.

OVERCROWDING \VOl 'U>
be eased by r e d u c i n g
guideline sentence dura t ions
or amending guidelines to
recommend impr i sonmen t
for fewer c r i m i n a l s .

The task force also urged
prompt ac t ion of the Revised
Cr imina l C'ocle ( p e n d i n g in
the House Jud ic ia ry Com-
mittee) setting presumptive
sentcnces for the most seri-
ous crimes and c la r i fy ing
procedures for a l t e r n a t i v e s
to imprisonment.

Other proposals of the task
force include expansion of
both c o m m u n i t y residential
programs and communi ty
alternatives to incarcera-
t ion .

The group also urged en-
actment of a House-passed
bi l l (pending in the Senate
Judiciary , Commit tee)
broadening' authority of
judges to order res t i tu t ion
and communi ty service for
offenders.

acres, on the south side of
what is now Dickerson
Road, straddling both sides
of what is now Colwood
Road.

It is also known that
Edward lost his eyesight
here, went to a Catholic
shrine in Canada and re-
gained his vision.

-EDWARD DIS.LON AND
his .wife, whose maiden
name was Maude Reid, had
seven children. It was son
Steve, born in 1884, who
inherited the farm in the
early l!)()0s. Three other
brothers settled on farms
nearby and three sisters
married.

Steve Dillon married Jane
Munroe from Columbia
Corners, who gave birth to
six sons and two daughters.

They originally lived in
the house which still stands
across the road from the
centennial farm home. The
latter was probably built
about 190(1. The land was
tiled in 1910 and the still
s tanding barn was con-
structed in I91(i.

MOST OF THE CHIL-
dren of Steve and Jane
Dillon stayed close to home,
wi th the original farm
shr ink ing to 136 acres as
they were given land of their
own.

Some of the land either the
children owned or sold be-
came the founda t ion of Col-
wood. Though the commun-
ity was never very big, in the
early I9()()s there were a
bank, blacksmith shop, gen-
eral store, livery, doctor and
dentis t there. The bank
bu i ld ing , constructed in
1916, is now a home.

The1 only businesses
there now are the C'olwood
Bar. s t a r t ed by Lee Di l lon ,
one of the eight children,
about 1931), and the grocery-
and gas s t a t i o n , across the
road from the or ig ina l gen-
eral store.

STKVK . I K . , BORN IN
19(1;}. was t h e only one of the
eight to s tay on the f a m i l y
fa rm and inher i t ed i t when
his mo the r died in 1952. His
f a t h e r died in 194H.

He marr ied Mamie
i Mary i Seurynck in 19-13 and
they moved i n t o the centen-
n ia l f a rm home in 1948.
Steve Dillon Jr. died in 195:5.
His widow and two chi ldren .
Wayne and Gayle . became
and si i l l are the owners.
Mary Dil lon marr ied Don
Russel l in 196(1.

The s u r v i v i n g chi ldren of
Steve iSr . i and Jane Di l lon
are the t o u r umngesl . Kd,
who l ives next door to his
s is ter i n - l a w , Mary Russel l ;
Mae Secord. l iv ing in De-
t r o i t ; Bob D i l l o n . Reese, and
l . ea lha O ' R n e n . Bad Axe.

DON K I S S K I . I . . \ \ . \ V N K
I i i l l o n . counselor and voca-
t i o n a l d i rec tor a t Cass C i t y
High School, and a cousin.
Rick D i l l o n , f a rm -120 acres,
cons i s t ing of the o r i g i n a l
c e n t e n n i a l f a r m , some land
owned by Don and some
rented. Farming is also a
p a r t - t i m e occupat ion for
Hick , employed by Hunt
C o n s t r u c t i o n .

By some of their neigh-
bors' s tandards , Wayne
po in t ed o u t , t he i r s is a small
ope ra t i on . One arm of a
neighbor 's folding three-sec-
t i o n disk, for ins tance , cov-
ers as much ground as the i r
en t i re d i sk .

About 2011 acres is planted
w i t h navy and color beans,
wi th the other crops t h i s
year being wheat, sugar
beets and oats.

To Wayne Di l lon , f a rming
"is a break f rom one job. It 's
a whole different world,
even when you ' re hoeing."
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THE BARN on the Dillon centennial farm was erected in 1916 and is used for
storage of equipment and some grain. The barn and home, built about 1900, are
on the Columbia township side of Colwood Road.

Jail or detention - Where
do the delinquents

A
By James Iseler

It is 1 a.m. and a 15-year-
old boy has been appre-
hended by police in the act of
siphoning gas from someone
else's car.

He is taken to the police
station where repeated at-
tempts are made to contact
his parents. They cannot be
found.

The youngster has been
complaining all n ight that
his rights have been violated
and he is being held against,
his will. His fervor begins to
get more violent and the
police can look no longer for
his parents.

They cannot keep him at
the station and he cannot
face a Probate Court hear-
ing un t i l morning. He must
be lodged somewhere for the
n igh t .

If the above hypothetical
situation occurred in Tus-
cola county , police would
then call Probate Judge W.
Wallace Kent Jr. for his
decision. That decision,
which must come in the
form of a signed order, is
whether to send the boy to
jail or the Genesee Regional
Detention Center near Fl in t .

No one wants to see the i r
son or daughter thrown into
j a i l for the evening. Yet the
cost to the county for send-
ing him to thu center is ono
sheriff 's patrol car and two
off icers taken off the road.

It takes an estimated li-4
hours for the deputies to
transport the juvenile and
re tu rn . That w i l l be repeated
in the morning when they
must bring him back to face
a probate hearing before
Judge Kent .

All too o f t e n , unless the
youngster is under the age of
I f ) , he or she is lodged in jai l
for the evening, separated
from adul t inmates, accord-
ing to Sheriff Hugh Marr. He
added he does not l ike t ha t
idea. "Jail is no place for a
kid ."

J A I L I N G J f V K M L K S
may soon he i l legal if a new
juven i l e code is passed by
the legislature.

According to Judge Kent ,
the new code would allow
jai ls to be used only if they
are specially adapted for
minors.

"Hut I see tha t as an
empty promise. I don't know
of any jail that could be
licensed," Kent s tated.

The idea of a new code has
been kicked about the Legis-
la ture for some t ime but if it
passes, Kent wi l l have no
al ternat ive in cases such as
the theoretical one set forth
other than to send the youth
to Fl in t .

In addit ion to the cost paid
by the sheriff's department,
it'costs $81 a day to hold the
juvenile in detention in
Flint . Half of that is paid for
by the county, the rest by the
state.

AN OBVIOUS QUESTION
arises — why not build a

detention center in this
area?

Sheriff Marr said he is in
favor of such a center. Cass
City Police Chief Gene Wil-
son also said he would like
somewhere nearby where
juveniles may be lodged
overnight.

But Kent claims the
county neither needs nor can
afford a short-term deten-
tion center in this area.

"We don't have enough
kids in detention at any one
time to economically justify
a center in our county,"
Kent said.

From October, 1979 to
March, 1980, 19 youngsters
were taken to the Genesee
center, Kent said. Nine were
lodged in the jail during that
same period.

At both places, juveniles
are only detained overnight,
for their preliminary hear-
ing the next morning takes

priority over everytnmg
else, he added.

THE COST TO BUILD
and staff a center where
there would usually he only
one or two juveniles at one
time would far exceed the
money Tuscola county pays
to send them to Genesee,
Kent said.

O f f h a n d , Kent counted at
least 15 people t h a t would
need to be hired for such a
center. He did not specifical-
ly estimate how much it
would cost .

Kent pointed out t h a t Sani-
lac county has a short term
detention home in Sandusky
that is manned by a couple
who live and work on the
premises. However, j u v e -
niles there are not under
lock and key.

"When we need an over-
n i g h t , we general ly need
secur i ty . In e f f e c t , we need
lock and key," Kent said.

S K Y K R A l . Y K A H S A G O
there was d iscuss ion of

bu i ld ing a center for the
three-county area but the
idea fe l l through before any
f i r m plans mate r i a l i zed .
Marr recalled.

Even for a tri-county
center, the costs would ex-
ceed the benefits. Kent
pointed out .

He agreed more room
should be devoted to housing
juvenile delinquents but the
problem is a lack of space in
an already overcrowded
prison system.

Approximately half the
crimes committed in the
s ta te are by juveniles, Kent
slated, adding there arc only
KOO s ta te- run bed spaces for
them compared to the
thousands for adult cr imi-
nals.

The s t a t e beds are in
add i t i on to about l!2(i p r iva te
homes such as Teen Ranch,
near Marle t te . However,
such places arc p r i m a r i l y
long-term juveni le homes,
not designed for short- term
detent ion use.

IN J U D G I N G T1IK NEED
for a shor t - te rm f a c i l i t y in
t h i s coun ty i t may be useful
to look at some f igures for
Tuscola's juveni le crime
act ivi ty.

From Janua r y through
June of th is year there were
75 pe t i t ions brought before

Probate Court tor juvenile
crime. This compares with
73 adult cases that were
processed through Circui1

Court for the same period"

However, statistics can-hi
misleading. The juvenile fig-
ures are for criminal cases
only. They do not include
statute cases such as run.
awpvs and truancy.

Judge Kent said he has not
noticed any rise in the
juveni le crime rate over the
years although it does seem
to f l u c t u a t e during the year

With the advent of warmei
weather, the cr ime rate
tends to ri^e. he said.

In f a c t , h is argument t ha t
a de tent ion center in the
county is unnecessary may
f ind more support . He
claims the occurrence of
juveni le cr ime should begin
to drop since census results
predict a downturn in n u m -
bers of high school age
students.

ANYBODY KNOW what gasoline sold for back when the S.T. & II.
service station was new? The station, torn down recently, was built
about 1!)2X, when photo was taken. The Pinney State Kank was next
door and next to tha t , the stores that now form the Ben Frankl in store.
Photo was donated by Clifton Heller to Cass City Area Historical
Society.

SPECIALS
WHILE THEY LAST

4 Cubic Foot
CONTRACTOR'S WHEELBARROW

M©bil
10W30

All
Seasons

MOTOR OIL
IN CASE
LOIS OF
24

• Pfunnum IILMYV iluly oil
!)/0 '106 10W30IO 2 4 )

LESS IHAN CASE QUANTITIES
PER
QT

One-piece seainless tray; 36V/; x
27'/j" x 7V
Strong, smooth wooden handles'-
provide sturdy, solid frame
738 857/34BPIO 1)

NOTICE OF NEW HOURS

SATURDAYS ONLY
CROFT-CLARA WILL CLOSE

AT 3 P.M.
Your cooperation will be appreciated.

OPEN - 8 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. MONDAY thru FRIDAY
OPEN-8 A.M.-3 P.M.SATURDAYS

CROFT-CLARA
LUMBER, INC.

872-2141 Cass City


