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Leaders recall successful
Cass City Home-coming

Festivals have come and included Bill Zinnecker and festival once the orgamza-
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SUMMER HOURS:

Open 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Tues., Wed. & Thurs. — 7:30 a.m -7 p.m. Fri.
7:003.m.-1:00 p.m. Saturday

Five Operators To Serve You
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festivals have gone at Cass
City but they seem to have
one thing in common --
community involvement.

The Fourth of July Festi-
val holds many similarities
with an earlier event that
took place during the 1950s
called the Cass City Home-
Coming.

It originally began as an
expansion on the 4-H live-
stock judging festivities that
chose winners for county
and state f{fair competition,
according to  Dr. Harry
Crandell who was invelved
with 4-H at the time.

“It was more or less the
same thing thev have today
only on a smaliler scale. It
was a gettiogether for family
and friends.™

The livestock club was a
big organization in those
days and a good share of the
contestants a{ the Caro Fair
were from Cass City, ac-
cording to Llayd Severance,
another active member of
the club in those days.

Though the 4-H helq Jjudg-
ing previous to the Home-
Coming, the new festivities
gave Cass City “‘their own
little fair built aroynd the
livestock club,” Severance
said,

Some of the names fre-
quently awarded ribbons for
prize animais in thosge days

Severance’s sons for sheep
and Dale Leslie for beef, he
added.

The livestock Judging was
the kickoff for a day of
festivities including a talent
show, pie-eating contest,
swimming competition and
fireworks -- all for free.

The first Home-Coming, in
August of 1930, drew an
estimated 4,000 persons.
Somewhat smaller than the
estimated 16,000 that were in
Cass City last vear but the
same spirit surrounded the
185G festival, Severance
said.

The early festival was
coordinated by the Chamber
of Commerce, as is the
present one. but he pointed
out many ¢lubs pitched in to
help make it a success.

And a success it was - {or
12 vears.

Bul by the early 1960s the
Home-Coming had taken on
4 more carnival atmos-
phere, with games and
shows that were charging
peaple for a good time
rather than the free enter-
tainment of years before,
according to then-Chamber
President Gerald Prieskorn.

Interest in the festival
among organizations also
began 1o wane, Prieskorn
said, so it was halted.

The end is in sight for any

tions that kept it vibrant and
alive in the past lose interest
and the celebration begins to
look the same vear after
vear.

“You've got to have a
person that wants to keep it
going and see that every-
thing gets done." Prieskarn
explained.

He said the present cele-
bration is still new enough to
keep the interest of clubs
alive.

Although some events
have started charging ad-
mission this vear. it is only
50 the festival can start to
pay for itself in lhe future.
he explained.

Last vear the Chamber
lost approximately $4.000 on
the first Fourth of July
Festival, The price of keep-
ing a large parade with good
acts from all over ig Ccostly .
parade  chairman  Mike
Weaver said.

The focus of all the festi-
vals Cass City has had
centers around the need for
fun. inexpensive activity o
break up the monotonies of
every day life.

And as long as the interest
is held by the community
those goals can be reached,
Severance said.

“Bul in all celebrations
somehody who does the
work gets tired,” he said.
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Phone 872-3355

CALL THE HELPFUL PEOPLE

We have a Lot of Good
Reasons Why We Should Be
Your Family Realtors
All of Them Add Up To Experience

B. A. CALKA, REALTOR

6306 W. Main
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1886 - 1980 -
Serving Cass City Area
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Pinney State Bank
Built in 1889

1922 Inside Photo Of Bank
Mr. Frederick Pinney, Fourth From Left

Through The Years Our Bank Has
Grown To Meet The Changing Needs
Of The Cass City Area And Will Continue
To Do So To Better Serve Our Com-
munity In The Future.

Member
FDIC

Cass City, Michigan
(517)872-4355




