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Disability wonh keep George idle

Ubly man carves dreams from wood
If the devil's workshop is

manned by idle hands, then
that probably is the only
shop in which George Sim-
merlein would feel uncom-
fortable.

For his hands are rarely

idle.
Simmerlein, of 320 Morri-

son Road, Ubly, was forced
to retire in 1978 when a heart
attack and subsequent surg-
ery made it impossible for
him to continue as a tool and
die maker. That setback has

not stopped him from work-
ing altogether.

Simmerlein's home is
adorned with wood carvings
and sculptures fashioned by
his skilled hands.

Until recently. Simmer-

lein also made jewelry.
"I'm always getting

compliments on these," his
wife, Mary, says, showing
off one example of her
husband's jewelry making,
a brightly polished pendant
which began life in 1927 as a
silver dollar. Much of the
coin had been carved away
leaving only the face of Miss
Liberty, the date and the
word "Liberty" inside the
ring of silver.

Simmerlein has made
everything from tie tacks to
earrings but had to stop
making the jewelry due to
the high cost of silver.

AT THE MOMENT, HIS
main love is woodcarving.
Simmerlein is more than
just a nickle-and-dime whit-
tier.

His most recent accomp-
lishment, which he claims is
"my pride and joy until I
make something better," is
a pinewood bald eagle meas-
uring approximately 3 feet
long and 14 feet high.

The project took him three
months to complete and
after examining its work-
manship, the time was
clearly worth it.

The flags furled below the
eagle are stained red, white
and blue with colored stain
made by Simmerlein. The
stain is better than paint
because it shows off the
beauty of the grain, he says.

SIMMERLEIN IS NOW
working on his next "pride
and joy," a scale model of
the famous Budweiser
Clydesdales. The eight-
horse team, recognizable
from television commer-
cials, sits in various stages

of completion on Simmer-
lein's worktable. He also has
plans for a wagon and
detailed rigging.

Although not sure whether
the project will be sold to the
beer company, Simmerlein
has talked to representa-
tives of Anheuser-Busch Inc.
and "They seemed very
impressed."

So far, Simmerlein has
sold none of his handiwork,
preferring to keep it himself
after all the work is done.

Aside from the sculptures,
Simmerlein also carves wall
plaques, which is how he got
started in the art about two
years ago. The main prob-
lem with his hobby is getting
the right kind of wood in
large enough quantities.

SIMMERLEIN LIKES TO
use hardwoods for their rich
grain, but usually uses soft-
er scrap wood, such as pine.

Oak, maple, mahogany
and cherry are all beautiful
woods, he says. The problem
is the beautiful wood is
expensive and harder to
work with but Simmerlein
said if he could get it, the
extra trouble would not both-
er him.

When working to turn a
piece of lumber into a work
of art, problems arise with
cracking and knots in the
wood.

Often he tries to work
the knots into the design of
the sculpture.

"You've got to look at a
piece of wood and see how
you can utilize it," Simmer-
lein says. "You've more or
less got to make the design
to fit the wood."

"PRIDE AND JOY" -- George Simmerlein shows the
pinewood eagle that took him three months to carve. Un-
able to find wood large enough, Simmerlein glued several
pieces together, then carved his masterpiece.

CRACKING CAN ONLY
be avoided by drying the
wood quickly in an oven, a
process too expensive for
Simmerlein whose only in-
come is from Social Security
benefi ts and a small pension
from General Motors, where
he worked for 12 years.

St i l l , the Simmerleins and
their two sons, George, who
wi l l be 14 June 8, and Greg,
11, are not complaining.
Simmerlein and his wife
agree l i f e in the Thumb is
more relaxed and friendly

STEADY NOW -- A discerning eye and a well-placed tap
of the mallet are needed as George Simmerlein works on a
model of one of the Budweiser Clydesdales. He prefers the
large end of an old baseball bat when carving, rather than
a regular mallet.

Aspiring young authors
display literary efforts

Budding literary giants
had an opportunity to show
Ihc- i r s t u f f at Campbell Ele-
menta ry School's f irst
"Young Author 's Day" Mon-
day. June 2.

Carol Farley of Mount
Pleasant , an author of 10
children's books, was guest
speaker at ;m assembly.

Winners from the first
grade, all submitting books,
were Mindy Fulcher - 1
Am a Li t t le Flower; Marney
Konkel -- Sunshine, My
Horse; Brian Moore - The
Dinosaur and I; Steven
Tuckey - Something About
Horses.

Six books were chosen to
be the best from the second
grade.

They were Oh Poor
Squirmy by Jim Stimpfel;
Jass From Outside of Outer
Space, Ken Micklash; The
Knit ted Bear, Janet Erla;
The Little Red Bug in Battle,
Steven Bills; Super Robin
and the Five Blue Jays,
Michael Bi l l s .

In the third grade, short
story awards were given to
Mike Scollon, A Fishy Story;
Bill Zeidler, A Surprise; Pat
McDonald, If I Were an Ox,
and Melissa Knowlton, If I
Could Join the Circus.

Third graders who won
awards for books were Julie
Loomis, Bad Luck, Good
Luck; Amy Francis, Droppy
the Dog; Stacey Capps, Two
Stray, Lonely Dogs; Brent
Beecner, My Dog Junior,
and Lisa Edwards, Rich
Dogs, Poor Dogs.

In the fourth grade, Roy
Schaft won an award for his
play Snoopy Goes to College.
Chris Klco was given a
poetry award for Rhyme
Time and Paul Asher and
Deanna Hutchinson won
specialty awards for Felt-n-
Fun Baby Animal Book and
My Book of Animals.respec-
tively.

HERE COME THE "CLYDES" -- The detailed precision
of George Simmerlein's woodworking skill is displayed in
his model of the Budweiser Clydesdales. Far from finished,
the project includes a wagon and scaled rigging for the
eight-horse team.

FOR THE MAN IN YOUR LIFE

One Croup Men's

Sport Shirts
r\K and Short Sleeves

Now 25% Off
Reg. 7.98 Now 5.99

Special Group — Men's Short Sleeve Knit

Sport Shirts with collar
Reg. 8.98

Men's Crew Neck

Knit Shirts

NOW $/;74
Only 6

Reg.598

Men's Colored

Knit Shirt
Sizes S - M - L - X L

$399
$-169

Men's

Jogging Oxfords

Sizes
7-12

Reg.
8.98

Color Ian wi th white racing stripes on
sides. Padded Collar.

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF
SPORT SHIRTS PRICED FROM $6.98 to $14.98

MEN'S HOSE MAKE IDEAL GIFTS
Men's White

TUBE
SOX

With Stripes

2 *1.75

Men's

STRETCH
SOX

Plain Colors

$1.50

Elkland board

reorganizes

zoning body

The Elkland Township
Board Monday evening
voted to reorganize the
township zoning board into a
six-member planning com-
mission.

Appointed as the new
member to represent the
township board was trustee
Fay McCornb.

Zoning board members
continuing on the planning
commission are Bob Tuck-
ey, Tom Herron, Jack Laur-
ie, Ed Karr and Howard
Muntz.

Basically, the switch to a
planning commission is a
change in name only, Tuck-
ey said. The state zoning
ordinance laws give powers
to a planning commission
that a zoning board does not
have.

The board approved a
Class C liquor license for
John and Kally Maharg,
owners of Rolling Hills Golf
Course. It must now be
approved by the state Liquor
Control Commission.

The board had approved a
license application last fall,
It was thought at the time it
allowed selling of liquor by
the glass at the golf course,
but'turned out only to auth-
orize beer and wine sales.

Payment of $35 as the
township's share for fire-
men's dress uniforms was
approved, up from the prev-
ious $20.

than their former home,
Dearborn Heights.

"You have to live in the
city and work in the city to
appreciate it up here," Sim-
merlein says.
Always looking for some-

thing bigger and better, Sim-
merlein said he would like to
try his hand at sculpting a
life-size cigar store Indian.

So far , the lack of a large
enough log has prevented
the dream. That doesn't stop
him from planning, though,!
according to Mrs. Simmer-i
lein.

"Every time he sees one
(an Indian) on TV he says,
'There it is, there's my
Indian. That's what I want to I
do.'"
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The perfect gift... ^
a Keepsake diamond

Chosen once,, cherished forever...
guaranteed for perfect clarity...precise cut...
fine white color. You

can choose no finer
diamond ring. Keepsake

Registered Diamond Rings

Brides-to-be in our Bridal Registry
Keri Dillon

Loretta Morawski

for Your Fabulous Feller

FATHERS DAY GIFTS
• Travel Alarm Clocks

• Ronson Cigarette Lighters

• Anson Money Clips and Tie Tacks

• Buxton Wallets

• Watch Chains - Pocket Watches
• Fine Selection of

Briefcases and Portfolios

• Pocket Knives

• Men's Neckchains and Bracelets

• Keychains

• Shavers — Norelco, Shickand
Sunbeam

FATHER'S DAY SPECIAL

10% OFF
ALL WATCHES

Engraving Done Free On Watches

FINE SELECTION

McConkey
Jewelry & Gift Shop

CassCity6458 Main


