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One is never to old to
learn.

Just ask Lillian Otulakow-
ski, age 82.

Thursday evenings she

five. When she and her
brothers, who were younger,
arrived in Detroit on the
train from New York, they
only had a photograph with

city, and Stanley, St. Clair
Shores, and two daughters,
Pat (Mrs. Joe) Walsh, Ubly,
and Lillian (Mrs. Evans)
Gibbard, Cass City. Mrs,

Polish class at the high
school and persuaded her
mother to also take it.
Mrs. Otulakowski points
out with pride that all of her

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN |

correspond  occasicnally
with eousins who still live
there and reads newspapers
and other materials printed
in Polish.

If she did go back to

Never too old to learn — Lillian
| Otulakowski, 82, goes to school

|
i
!
\

can be found in Mark Wit- Wwhich to identify their moth- Otulakowski also has 33 children have at least some

N czak’s Polish Language and  er, who mel them. She, in grandchildren and 12 great- knowledge of Palish, al- Poland, she doubts that she |

I Culture class at Cass City turn, did not know what her grandchildren, though most can only read Would recognize anything |

{  High School. children looked like. She and her late husband, it. ' She also believes that the \

| The class, sponsored by =~ Mrs. Otulakowski's two also born in Poland, moved  Although instructor wit- local or regional accents |
- / _ 8 the Cass City Community brothers and one of two here from Detroit in 1944, CZak spent the first 12 years thal existed there when.she _!
: s i SPRING 8 Education Department and sisters born to her parents settling on a farm south of ©f his life in Poland, cc- E&réw up have disappeared |
§ Saginaw Valley State Col- here before their other chil-  Cass City. He had grown up ¢asionally Mrs, Otulakowski _ She is, incidentally, espec- |

B lege's Institute of Polish dren arrived live in Detroit. onafarm in Poland and her lends him an assist, “I'm ially proud of one Pole. A |

co ATS u n d D R ESSES f  Studies ran for eight weeks The other sister is deceased. father had farmed and oper- that old, but I still remem- Photograph of Pape John |
| starting ‘Feh. 7 and was MRS. OTULAKOWSK]. ated a water-powered grain ber from my younger years Faul Il hangs in her kitchen. |

B renewed for a second eight ywhose maiden name was‘ mill. William Otulakowski and everything,” she ex- As for whether she might |
— :‘ Weeks, Stal'tlng Apl‘ll 24 Gorecki was almost l?when dled in 1969.” we liked to be plained take anDther C]aSS ance the ‘
o B Admittedly, Mrs. Otula- ghe was married for the first O @ farm,” she explained. She has never been ableto  F0lish class is finished, she |

@ kowskiisn'tlearningalotin (ime. Her hushand was 1T WAS HER DAUGH. fulfill one dream of hers, to replied, “If my daughter |
- ' the class, because she al- killed four years later in an  [eT; Lillian Gibbard, who B0 back to her native Will. maybe I will. I really

country for a visit. She does €NJOY it.” .
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ready knows a lot. She was
born in Poland and still
speaks, reads and writes

The class marks the first
time she has been in a
schoolroom since she left
her native Poland in Decem-
ber, 1912, when she was 14,
and came to Detroit.

Her parents had preceded
her, leaving her and her two
brothers with their grand-
parents. After their father
died, their mother had them
come live with her.

When her parents left
Poland, she was only four or

v

automaobile accident.

By then, she was the

LADIES" Polish fluently. ““I just like mother of two children,
LADIES! . £S B togo back and learn a little  Stella Leszezynski, who
f Rayon 4 bit more,” she said, lives in Detroit, and Leo

Leszezynski, of Sterling
Heights,

During this period, she
worked in a cigar factory
and later as a parts press
operator in an auto hody
plant.

In 1926, she married Wil-
liam Otulakowski, a widow-
er with two children, one of

whom is living, in Detroit.

They had five children
together, Richard, now liv-
ing in Detroit, Eugene, Cass

v
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had the idea to take the
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language and culture”

Perhaps surprisingly, the
majority are not of Polish
descent,

According to class in-
structor,  Mark  Witezak,
about 1 percent of (hose
enrolled are of Polish de-
scent,

The [(irst 8-week session,
which began Feb, 7, had 40
students. The second d-week
session, which started April

the Cass City Community
Education Department and
Saginaw Valley State Col-
lege Institute  of  Polish
Studies,

Local bisiness
club receives

money gift

to the club from the state
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POLISH STUDIES -- The Polish Language and Culture
class Lillian Otulakowski (left) is taking is the first subject
she has studied in school since leaving Poland in 1912. Next
to her is her daughter, Lillian Gibbard. At right is Frances

Kloe.
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their heritage.

One first-session  studenl
has already gone on a trip o
Poland. Others were plan-
ning visits, including some
as parl of a church mission
group.

A nurse emploved at a
nursing home wanted to he
uble to converse with etderly
residents who only speak
PPolish. A doctor wanted to
he able 1o talk 1o his Polish-
speaking patients,

Wilezak, a special educa-
tion instrueter in the Elkton-
Pigeon-Bay Dot Schools,
immigrated to this country

and national arganizations,
recognizing the Jocal club as
sponsars of Lthe new Bay
areda club.

“Thank vou™ noles were
read from Tammie McKee,
Kelley Hall and Anna Osen-
tuski for the scholarships
awarded hy the cluh.

Nina Davis reported on
the bike-u-thon to raise moe
ney for St. Jude's Hospital,
to which the locai club had
made a contribution.

Verna Mae MacRae was
in charge ol installation of
officers for the coming yvear,

General Telephone

honors employees

Greneral  Telephone  Co.
recognized 46 employvees for
their years of service with

ol ceremonics.

Together, the 46 enmploy-
ees have 385 vears of tele-
phone industry experience

: the company at a hanguet
EIGS"C May 23. al General Telephone,
Those honored rvom the
2-6yd. pe. The service recognition  Cass Cily arca for 15 years
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banquet Tor the company's
northeastern  division was
held at the Davison Country
Club, Bob Kowalski, division
nmanager, served as master

with the eompany were Iva
Webb,  Cemetery  Hoad:
Greg  Thompson, Brenda
Drive, and Ray Garety, Bay
City-Forestville Road.
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160 attend
ladies” banquet

One hundred and  sixty
altended the mother-daugh-
ter banguet Friday evening
in the lellowship hall at the
Novesta Church of Christ,
The meal was served by the
men ol the church.

The theme of the program
was A Garden of Memor-
jes."

Guests were welcomed by
Mrs. Vern Lockard. The
tribute te mothers was given

with the prosecution. He was |

originally charged with at-

tempted breaking and enter- §

mng. i
Listrict Judge Richard F.

Kern Monday placed the |

defendant on probation, as-
sessed 8100 costs and or-

dered him to pay $32 resti- §

tution.
If Hagood complies with
all provisions of his sentence

and probation, the charge §

against him may be dis-
missed in a year,
He was arrested by village

police early April 11 after an §

payment.

It's the better way to
pay for car and home in-
surance. Call us for full
details.

Edward H. Doerr

Cass City Jaycees

2nd Annual

Golf Tournament

Men's and Women’s Divisions

Sunday, June 1

Rolling Hills Golf Course

$10.00 Entry Fee

First Prize $100 Team

For Tee-off Times Call
Ken Maharg - 872-3569
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