
WHATEVER

YOUR

BUILDING or REMODELING NEEDS..

suggestion . . .

Reshape space with
linen wallcoverings

Construction firms agree

Additions
Insulation
Roofing

• Siding
• Replacement Windows
• Interior or Exterior Remodeling

Our Competent, Experienced Carpenters
Are Here To Serve You

Call Today For A Free Estimate

ELMER FRANCIS
Phone 872-2921 Cass City

Today, it is more important
than ever to provide ourselves
with a living space that is multi-
f u n c t i o n a l , comfortable and
personal.

This office-den lends itself as
a convenient and practical place
to work and relax in.

Walls account for the single
largest space in a room. What
you do to them can change the
whole character of that room.

Attractive solution
In this case, a Belgian linen

textile wallcovering is used as a
solution to several decorating
problems: to hide wall irregular-
ities, to amplify space, to create
dimension, and to add decora-
tive appeal.

Like a fine piece of furniture,
l i n e n ages we l l and even ly ,
w h i c h makes it a top q u a l i t y
product for covering walls to-
day.

Many advantages
The a d v a n t a g e s of l i n e n

wal lcover ings arc numerous .
Sonic of the outs tanding fea-
tures include: insu la t ion from
the cold, durability, easy main-
tenance due to low static dust at-
tract ion, and sonic acoustical
properties.

Designed in American Tradi-
tional, this den is furnished with
such great furniture classics as
the Chippendale Wing Chair
and the Duxbury Arm Chair.
American Traditional has al-
ways been appreciated and cher-
ished for its grace and beauty.

Space-savers
For practicality and good de-

sign,, the Custom Room Plan
Modular Units by Ethan Allen
are great space-savers for stor-
age problems. These units con-
t a i n o rganizers for papers ,
records and typewriter.

Another space-saver is the
flip top table. It functions as a
table for both writing and din-
ing.

Satisfying contrast

Naturals abound in a play of
rich woods against texture; this
room is satisfying to the senses.

The blending of warm and
r u s t i c woods, the sheen of
highly polished wood and plank
floors, the nubby texture of Bel-
gian linen wallcovering, and the
feel of wool carpeting underfoot
—al l harmonize to make t h i s
room a favorite niche to spend
lots of time in.

humb National Bank
The One to
Count On
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Christmas Club
Personal Money Orders
Travelers Cheques
U.S. Savings Bonds
Bank by Mail
Retirement Savings Plans (IRA & Keogh)
Cashing of customers paychecks
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6-Month Money Market Certificates
( M i n i m u m deposit SlO.OOO p.iying 11.8"2' i <

30-Month Treasury Bill Certificates
( M i n i m u m deposit S500 paying 11-3 -1 ''< )

Free Checking
Full Service Trust Department
Free Message Center

THUMB
6128 Cass City Road

CASS CITY OFFICE

NATIONAL
& TRUST COMPANY

Member FDIC

BANK
Phone 872-4311

No building boom or bust in area
The construction industry

may be suffering from a
near-depression elsewhere,
but local builders say condi-
tions aren't so bad here, nor
do they expect they will be.

"It's not going to be a
banner year," said builder
Elmer Francis, who does
mainly commercial work
and remodeling.

"From what I can see, it's
not going to be that bad.
We're not living in Detroit."
There, he said, 75 percent of
the carpenters are out of
work.

'In contrast to the Detroit
area, with its heavy depend-
ence on the auto industry,
explained Larry Hartwick,
"Things will always be bet-
ter up here."

Nevertheless, there will be
some changes from 1979,
which those contacted de-
scribed as from "fair" to
"average" to "pretty good."

Last year, for instance,
Hartwick. who works with
Randy Doerr under the tit le
Doerr Builders, did all new
construction. This year, he
has doubts whether they will
build any new homes - "At
Ifi percent ( interest on mort-
gages i . there aren't going to
be too many." -- but fore-
casts they will be doing
remodeling and repair work.
"All 1 can say is. we've got
enough work to get us by."

That is a trend noted by
the builders. Families who
in better times might have
sold their old homes and
moved into new ones instead
are staying put . but are
having remodeling done,
rooms added, etc.

Another change is that the
builders may have to go
far ther to f ind work.

Developer Tom Herron.
whose biggest home building
terri tory is usually right in
('ass City, will be building a
home in Pigeon and another
in Caseville. That is fa r ther
than he and his crew norm-

ally have to travel, he noted.
"It's not going to be a big
year, but it won't be as bad
as everyone is predicting."

BUILD NOW?

Although the current 16-17
percent interest rate is very
high -- a year ago, it was
hovering around 11 percent
- Herron pointed out there
may be an advantage to
building a new home now,
rather than wait for interest
rates to drop.

Mortgages can be refi-
nanced when the interest
rates decline, plus now is a
good time in terms of mater-
ials costs.

Because of the big slump
in building, the cost of
lumber has stabilized or
declined. The cost of other
materials is still going up,
however.

When Hartwick got into
the business 10 years ago,
three bundles of asphalt
shingles, to cover 100 square
feet. cost S9. Now the price is
S34.

A 2x4 stud, which sold for
69 cents back then, is $2 now.

The cost of labor has also
gone up.

Gagetown builder Gary
McKellar estimated an
average house might cost
860.0(10 to build today. $5,000
more than a year ago and
Sio.ooo more than two years
ago.

Still , for that price, a
buyer here will get a lot
more house than in the
Detroit area.

Hartwick said he was in
Dearborn recently, where
homes with 1.200-1.400
square feet were selling for
S60.000-80.000. "Here you
could build twice as big and
have change left over."

A big reason for the di f -
ference, he explained, is that

in the Detroit area, middle-
men developers often take a
big chunk of the sales price.

but don't do any of the
construction. Labor and
land costs are also higher.

The big reason for what is
expected to be a slow year,
of course, is the high
interest rates. When they do
finally drop, local builders
expect the building business
will boom, due to pent-up
demand and members of the
post World War II baby
boom being of house build-
ing age.

Hartwick doesn't expect a
big drop in interest rates
until after the November
election.

Francis predicted that
whereas they went up 9
percent in one year, it will
take two years to decline
that much.

LAST YEAR

In 1979, there were a total
of eight homes built in
Elkland and Novesta town-
ships, including Cass City, at

Choosing paint colors
to showcase fabrics

This yc.ir. home turn i sh i t i i i s
.ire more imagina t ive and exc i t -
ing than we've seen in recent
memory.

Found abundant ly on uphol-
stered pieces and in drapery fab-
rics, they ' re the perfect focal
point around w h i c h to p lan a
new decorating scheme.

Designers have created mate-
rials that st ir the senses and ex-
c i t e t h e m i n d : f i n e l y d r a w n
florals in sumptuous color com-
b i n a t i o n s ; o p u l e n t O r i e n t a l
shades in exotic f lorals , many
elegantly o u t l i n e - q u i l t e d : dra-
matic abstracts and geometries
in vibrant, up l i f t i ng colors: and
lush velvets and corduroys, ol-
ten in two-color patterns.

To create the right setting for
these scene-s teal ing designs.
wall paint colors should he care-
ful ly selected so tha t they en-
hance rather than compete wi th

the patterns.
Here are a few suggest ions

from the N a t i o n a l P a i n t and
Coatings Association:

• With a p r i n t that has two
rather dominant colors, use a
very pale version of one of the
colors for walls and ceiling, and
a darker shade of the other for
woodwork:

• V ib ran t l y colored plushy
fabrics can be displayed beauti-
f u l l y aga ins t w a l l s t reated to
deep-toned, n e u t r a l t e x t u r e d
paint;

• Heighten the s t i m u l a t i n g
effect of an abstract or geomet-
ric pattern by continuing it onto
the w a l l with a color-cued super-
graphic;

• For an Oriental- inspired
design, set off the j e w e l - l i k e
colors by p a i n t i n g an accent
wall deep turquoise, emerald or
ruby enamel.

an average cost of $43,632,
according to the records in
the county building code
department. The cheapest
was $24,000; most expen-
sive, $63,000.

In Cass City proper, four
building permits were taken
out for new homes, com-
pared to 10 in 1978. The
average cost of those homes
in 1978 was $39,082.

Through early April, no
permits had been taken out
yet for new homes.

In 1979, there were per-
mits taken out for installa-
tion of 13 mobile or modular
homes in the two townships,
value not available.

The most popular item of
construction last year was
garages. Permits were tak-
en out for 22 of them. Not
including the one commer-
cial type at $17,280, *hey
ranged in cost from $1,000 to
$7,200.

The most costly construc-

tion projects in 1979, both
now about done, were
churches. The Novesta
Church of Christ auditorium
and fellowship hall-gymnas-
ium-kitchen buildings on
Cemetery Road were valued
at $289,090 on the building
permit application. The
Good Shepherd Lutheran
church addition housing
classrooms and offices is
listed at $173,571.

The biggest commercial
project started last year was
the new Mutual Savings and
Loan building on Main
Street, not yet done, for
$46,916.

The biggest project to
begin this year here will be
the most expensive in Cass
City history.

Construction of the Cass
City wastewater treatment
plant expansion and im-
provement project will cost
$5.48 million, with the total
cost projected at $6.05 mil-

lion. Contractor is H.C. Web-
er Construction Co. of Bay
City.

Construction should begin
by June 1 and be completed
in 18 months.

Landscaping
Full Line of
Trees and

Shrubberies

Call
872-2932
Evening or

The "hearth transplant"
The "hearth transplant" that converts

existing masonry fireplaces into energy-
saving heating units!

THE

TAMRAK

Only

36 inch
Model
Reg. $641.00

SAVE $146.00

$49500

Only
30 inch
Model
Reg. $622.00

SAVE $153.00

$46900

FIREPLACE
HEATER

A TAMRAK FIREPLACE HEATER.
EASILY INSTALLED IN YOUR MASONRY
FIREPLACE. BRINGS YOU THE FULL
HEAT-PRODUCING EFFICIENCY OF AN
AIRTIGHT STOVE WHILE RETAINING

THE BEAUTY OF YOUR WOOD-
BURNING FIREPLACE

• GLASS DOORS LET YOU ENJOY THE
FIRE » NO COSTLY INSTALLATION
. DECORATOR WOOD HANDLES WITH
BRASS TRIM • INCREASES HEAT
OUTPUT OF NORMAL FIREPLACE 3.5
TIMES • USES '/, THE WOOD • TESTED


