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PEDALING AROUND

President
primaries

By Mike Eliasohn

By the time you read this,
it will be out of date.
,• As I write this, on Friday,
it is apparently a tossup

. whether the frontrunner for
•the Republican Presidential

• nomination is Ronald Reag-
an, George Bush or John

.'••Anderson.
• After the Iowa caucuses, it

'was George Bush. After the
- New Hampshire primary, it

' Was Reagan. After the Mas-
sachusetts and Vermont
.primaries, it was a tossup
between them and Ander-
son.

- Between now and the time
' this gets in the paper, there
•are four primaries.
' ' It was possible at one time
to win the presidential nomi-
nation without entering a
-primary. The last to do it
-was Hubert Humphrey in
1968.
' - There are now so many
•primaries -- 37 -- that it is
-impossible to win without
entering them and winning.

- The primary elections are
•A more democratic way to
choose our presidential can-
didates than the smoke-
filled rooms of the past, but I
have my doubts whether
they are the best way.

Part of the problem is that
the primaries are overcov-
ered by the media. There
were so many reporters in
the tiny state of New Hamp-
shire, probably citizens who
weren't interviewed were in
the minority.

The way to tell when an
event is being overcovered
is when reporters start re-
porting what the other re-
porters are doing, which is
what happened in New
Hampshire.

One disadvantage of the
overcoverage, in addition to
boredom by those who watch
or read the news, is that it
overemphasizes the im-
portance of the early pri-
maries.

For instance, Tennessee
Sen. Howard Baker has now
dropped out of the race
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because he didn't do well in
the early primaries, which
may have been too bad. He
has always impressed me as
extremely able. I think one
of Gerald Ford's big blund-
ers in 1976 was not picking
him to be his running mate.

Maybe if Baker had
stayed in the race longer, he
would have picked up sup-
port, but because the press
doesn't pay much attention
to those who don't do well
early, as well as ascribing
too much importance to the
early primaries, it's hard for
candidates who don't do well
early to get support.

For instance, had Baker
been able to hold on, he
might have started doing
well once the primary trail
finally got to his home state
of Tennessee May 6.

As of when I write this, the
current darling of the media
is Illinois Rep. John Ander-
son.

He did very well in Mas-
sachusetts and Vermont,
which helps.

The press also likes him
because to reporters bored
with wishy-washy polit i-
cians, Anderson is refresh-
ing. It takes guts to stand
before a group of gun owners
in New Hampshire and ad-
vocate gun control, but that
is what Anderson did.

It is interesting to note
that Anderson did well in
Massachusetts and Vermont
because he attracted sup-
port from independents and
Democrats, both states hav-
ing open primaries.

He did not do well among
Republicans, but, ii a Re-
publican candidate is to be
elected president, he is go-
ing to have to at t ract votes
from independents and
Democrats.

It is beginning to look
more and more l ike the
Republican candidate w i l l
be Ronald Reagan, even if
Gerald Ford chooses to
enter the race.

Reagan to me is the only
candidate that can make
Jimmy Carter look good,
who I predict wi l l be the
Democratic nominee.

I do have a n igh tmare ,
which is that not only w i l l
Reagan get n o m i n a t e d , he
wi l l gel elected.

If t h a t happens, the d ra f t
dodgers might not be the
only ones moving to Canada.

CASS CASS
CITY

•Thursday thru Sunday (4 Days)
March 13 -14 - 1 5 -16

Thursday "Bargain Nile" $1.50 -- 8:00
:Fri.-Sat.-Sun. 7:30 & 9:40 (Reg. Price)

XLORIS LEACHMAN & JAMES COCO

^
It's a wild, hilarious hunt.

Winner
take all!

COMING NEXT THURSDAY
Don Knotts & Tim Conway in

"The Prize Fighter"

Caro man
charged
with wife9s
murder

Glen A. Christner,
charged with murder in the
shooting death of his wife,
Edna, last Wednesday, is
expected to waive examina-
tion in Tuscola County Dis-
trict Court Thursday. He
will then be bound over to
Circuit Court for arraign-
ment.

It was one of two shootings
in the county last week.

Christner, 31, of 1580 W.
Sanilac Road (M-46), Caro,
was taken into custody by
sheriff's deputies after they
found the body of his wife
inside the Christner home.

According to the sheriff's
department, Christner's sis-
ter called the department
shortly after 7:30 p.m. She
told them she had talked to
her brother, that he had
sounded disturbed and
asked that officers be sent to
the house.

There, deputies found the
body of Mrs. Christner, who
had been shot in the head.

Christner, who was home,
was taken into custody and a
rif le confiscated.

The couple's two children
were reported to have been
in the home at the time of the
shooting, in an adjacent
room.

Christner was arraigned
before District Judge Rich-
ard F. Kern the day after the
shooting, who remanded
him to the county jail with-
out bond to await the prelim-
inary hearing. He is sched-
uled to waive his right to
hearing.

The murder of Mrs.
Christner was the first
in Tuscola county since 1978.

Victim in the second shoot-
ing was Kurt Urban, 19, of
Mayvil le , who was reported
in fair condition Tuesday
afternoon at St. Luke's Hos-
pital in Saginaw.

According to the sheriff 's
depar tment , Urban was shot
in the abdomen w i t h a
handgun early last Thurs-
day in his g i r l f r iend 's home
on W. Saginaw Road. Jun i -
ata township.

As of Tuesday, the shoot-
ing remained under i n v e s t i -
ga t ion. I n f o r m a t i o n wasn ' t
ava i l ab l e immed ia t e ly as to
whether Urban acc identa l ly
shot himself or was shot by
someone else.

no if in an
not seeking
re-election

State Rep. Quincy H o f f -
man (R-App lega t e ) of the
77th House Dis t r ic t , has
announced he w i l l not be a
candidate for re-election.

The dis t r ic t includes al l of
Snnilac and Huron counties.

Hof fman was elected to
the House of Representa-
tives in 11J(>4, fo l lowing 10
years as sher i f f of Sanilac
county.

He serves on the prestig-
ious Commit tee on Taxation,
the Joint Adminis t ra t ive
Rules Committee, and has
served the entire Hi years on
the Agriculture Committee,
of which he is now vice-
chairman.

Hoffman did not reveal his
plans for the future. "Since
the rumor became prevalent
in Lansing that I might not
seek re-election, I have been
offered a couple of attrac-
tive positions in the private
sector." These were not a
factor in his decision not to
seek re-election.

At the end of his term, he
will have served the public
in elected office for 26 years.
"Most of those years have
been enjoyable," he stated.
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Ubly play this week
The Ubly High School

junior class will present "A
Hillbilly Weddin1" Friday
and Saturday in the school
cafetorium.

Tickets will be available
at the door.

"A Hillbilly Weddin'"
takes place in a mountain
cabin in the Kentucky hills.
Juney Lou, the third oldest

Phone 67-3033

daughter is approaching
marriage, but Maw insists
their two older daughter^
must be married first. Paw
grabs the shotgun to go
looking for husbands and
that's when the action
starts.

The play is directed by
Colleen Schefka and Becky
Ruthko. Faculty advisor is
Camille Timm.

TWO ADMITTED
FOR $2.50

MON.andTUES.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

UBLY JUNIOR PLAY cast members are front row,
from left, Nanette Kolar, Bonnie Kolar and Rodney Walsh
(the priest). Back row, Sandy Vogel, Alger Lemke, Kathy
Longuski, Leslie Hagen, Dave Kubacki, Jeff Taylor,
Kathy Turner, Terry Peplinski and Dave Olshove.

Teens lead police
on wild car chase

Sunday 2:30 fill 6:00 Adults Only $1.50

Positively Ends On Thurs. March 20
Continuous Sunday from 2:45

Feature Starts @ 7:15 and 9:30 on
Friday thru Thursday...

Sunday Feature @ 3:00-5:14-7:34-9:50

Two Ifl-year-olds led Cass
City police on a wild chase
Friday night that resulted in
slight injuries lo the two
officers, a damaged patrol
car and hearings for both
youngsters in probate court.

Officer Phil Klaus was at
the wheel, with Ken Schott
r iding w i t h h im , when they
spotted two cars drag racing
westbound on Main Street at
11:40 p.m.

That was in the v i c i n i t y of
Oak Street. One of tin1 'two
cars was mak ing excessive
noise, so Klaus turned on his
flashers and s tar ted fo l low-
ing the car.

The ear turned no r th on
I.each, then headed east ( t h e
wrong way i down I ho alley
three blocks to Maple Street.
Klaus had turned on his
siren by then , but the car
d i d n ' t s top.

The pursued vehicle
t u r n e d n o r t h , circled the
Church-Oak - Huron-Map le
block, then went nor th on
Oak to Hose, east to Ale.
south to Huron , then west lo
Sceger.

At Sci'giT. i t tu rned n o r t h ,
l i in» ' ( i west onto K"!iiii'bec
and fo l l owed i t v ia Huron to
Dale S t ree t , tu rned south
onto H i l l and then turned le f t
onto Church Street .

The car turned south from
Church onto Downing , but
the d r ive r lost control h a l f -
way to Main Street , spun lltn
degrees and got s t u c k .
Downing is present ly un-
pavi'd.

Klaus pulled the patrol car
alongside and he and Schott
got ou t . K laus got the d r iv -
er's door open and told the
teenager to stop.

The driver refused and got
the car moving aga in . Klaus
was dragged 2U-:i() feet,
w h i l e Schott hung onto the
door. Klaus f i n a l l y was aiile
to reach in and turn off the
i g n i t i o n , then pulled the
driver out and handcuffed
him.

Schott ran around to the
other side of the car and got
the passenger out .

While the driver was try-
ing to get the car moving
again, it f ishtai led and
banged in to the lef t f ront
fender of the patrol car,
which is only a week old.

Milliken oks

funds for

Wheat crop prison camp
U.S. wheat producers har-

vested a 1979 crop of 2.11
billion bushels, 18 percent
more than 1978 and the
second largest crop on rec-
ord, says the Department of
Agriculture.

"TRAVEL WITH THE BIRDS"

Parrott's Tours
Presents:

GRAND OLE OPRY - OPRYLAND PARK
April 24-27

FISHER THEATRE - REN. CENTER -April 19
FAN FAIR NASHVILLE-juneiothrui5

ALASKA-July 10 thru 23

For Details Contact:

PARROWS TOURS
P. O.Box267, Deckerville.MI 48427, Tel. 313-376-9245

Gov. William G. Milliken
Saturday signed the capital
outlay bill which includes
$1.9 million for a state
Department of Corrections
work camp on the Caro
Regional Center grounds.

The outlay bill, approved
by the legislature several
weeks ago, included funding
for various state projects.

The timetable calls for the
hiring of an architect by
May to plan what changes
are needed in the former
Regional Center residential
facility, which hasn't been
used in about 10 years.

Remodeling work should
start there in late summer
or early fall, with the camp
for 80-100 inmates ready for
occupancy by fall, 1981.

A total of $2.1 million has
been authorized for the
camp, which means the
legislature will have to ap-
propriate $200,000 for the
1980-81 fiscal year to com-
plete the project.

The patrol car sustained a
heavy dent at the top of the
wheel arch. Damage was
estimated at $200.

Klaus sustained a scraped
knee and bumped and
bruised lef t shin. Schott
suffered a swollen hand.
Neither required hospital
t rea tment .

During the chase, the of-
ficers were able to radio the
car's license number to the
sheriff 's department dis-
patcher.

It was discovered the car
had been stolen from the
driver 's grandparents , who
declined to press charges.
Before t a k i n g the car about
7: i r > t ha t evening, he entered
the i r empty house on M-r>:i
and took two r i f l e s and a
shotgun, a m m u n i t i o n and
about $12 in cash. The guns
were found by the of f icers in
the back seat of the car.

He picked up his pas-
senger about 11:15. The
chase lasted about 10 min-
utes.

The driver was taken to
the county jail and then to
the Flint Juvenile Detention
Home, where he stayed unt i l
he appeared Monday morn-
ing before Probate Judge W.
Wallace Kent Jr., charged
with drag racing, fleeing
and eluding, reckless driv-
ing, felonious assault wi th a
vehicle and possession of an
uncased firearm in a ve-
hicle. He was released to the
custody of his parents, pend-
ing a f u r t h e r hearing.

The passenger was re-
leased to the custody of his
parents fo l lowing the inci-
dent. He also appeared be-
fore Judge Kent Monday
morning, charged wi th pos-
session of an uncased fire-
arm in a vehicle.

THE ELECTRIC
HORSEMAN

PREMIERE SHOWING FOR THUMB AREA!!!
STARTS FRI., MARCH 21. .. IT'S A SMASH!

STEVE The
MARTIN JERK

A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
••••!<< ^ r . ' V S H S A i O T ' S T

A,.! R IGHTS RESERVED
<NC <*£!»

save

Wright
Piping Odea
Aim a dt.'e.iyn.'i inucfi lo sh i r ts sk i r t s and
par,;:)' Chcosr !rum ,-; ra.ntjOtv ot colors Pe f -
f t ' c t tor any tah r i c And i t s t '. ' isy-to-uso'

Brite
Color

Stretch
Terry

Create an exciting collection of
fashion tops and pull together a
whole new look! A colorful array
of polyester blends. Ideal for
sportswear, loungewear and
playwear. Machine washable.

58160-lnches Wide

Ban-RolR

Ultra Sport -fl 37
*

yard

The non-roll waistband with color accents
for active sportswear Jusl fold and sew! It's
easy to create a new exciting look with elas-
tic

PLUSH VELOR
Bright Summer Colors

Stitch up something fun with this
easy-care, easy-wear fabric. Machine
washable. Arnyl Triacetate/Nylon. 54"
wide.

399
yard

349
yard & up

Coordinating
prints and solids!

PUCKER-UP
SEERSUCKER

44-45-fnches Wide
Get ready for Spring w i th this
beautiful selection of print and solid
seersucker! Makes up beautifully in
suits, skirts, pants and more!

SUPER SUEDE
A delectable selection of
colors. Just in time for spring
100% polyester. Machine
washable 60" wide.

449
yard

Sew
'n

Save! 199
yard

and up

44/45-lnches Wide

Calico Prints
Looking for home dec-
orating ideas? Let this
marvelous blend of poly
/cotton help you! Ideal
lor everything from quills
and curtains to dresses,
blouses and more!

139
yard

44145-lnches Wide

Dress-Blouse Leno
Lovely array of prints - . n
and solids meant for | °
pretty dresses and
blouses! Crisp poly/ .
rayon blends, all |
machine washable.

tolidi

printi

44145-lnches Wide

Print Voile
Need a new outfit for a
special occasion? Whip
up a luxurious dress in
this beautiful printed
p o l y / c o t t o n fabr ic .
Machine washable. 119

yard

Discover BEN FRANKLIN
We bring variety to lye!

Where everything you buy is guaranteed.
Cass City

r<V<'•*J^
i?


