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"If It Fitz... "
Heroes forget

By Jim Fitzgerald
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At one of those huge, semi-
. public cocktail parties the

.' other evening, I suddenly
• - found myself standing next

to Mickey Lolich, the base-
ball pitcher, and I was

, -instantly reminded of the
day I severely stretched the

1 duties of fatherhood in a
!.; magnificent attempt to be-
" come a hero to my son.
.••; It happened in 1968, the
/year Lolich won three
-games and hit a home run

: for the Detroit Tigers in the
;- World Series against St.

:Lbuis. One afternoon in the
. -middle of that glorious sum-

:mer, the famous Mickey
-; Lolich was scheduled to visit
'- my little hometown, Lapeer.
'-,' -All I could think of was
; Charlie Gehringer and how

this was my chance to
" ..impress my son the same
• ' w a y my father had im-

•pressed me 32 years earlier.
-/ Gehringer was a marve-
Jous second baseman during
the Tigers' greatest hours,

" in the 1930s, when they won
',two pennants and were al-
ways near the top, battling
the lousy Yankees for pride
and glory, not for money and
the chance to make a TV
commercial. Players didn't
have agents in those days,
owners weren't bribed with
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tax money to move their
teams to a new city over-
night, and life was much
sweeter for the fans.

Gehringer played bad-
minton in the winter to keep
in shape. In 1936, someone
got him to play an exhibition
for charity in the Elks
Temple in my town. My dad
was an Elk. He took me right
up to Gehringer and said,
"I'd like you to meet my son.
He is your greatest fan."

I was 10 years old. Charlie
Gehringer smiled and shook
my hand and gave me his
autograph. I haven't felt so
good since. Besides being
thrilled at actually touching
an old hero, I had also
gained a new hero — my
dad.

Anyone who could walk up
to Charlie Gehringer like
that, and get him to speak to
a little kid — that was some
kind of dad. I was so grateful
to him I swore off shoplifting
for life, which lasted three
weeks.

So 32 years later, when I
heard Mickey Lolich was
coming to town, I recognized
my chance to impress my
son with what an important
man his dad was. Eddie was
the same age I was when
Charlie Gehringer and I
were buddies. I knew he'd be
eager to meet a real live
Tiger. I discovered where
Lolich would be — right
outside my office! — and at
what time. I told Eddie to
show up and he'd get to
shake hands with his favor-
ite pitcher. The kid seemed
really excited, and he prom-
ised to be there.

But Eddie didn't show up.
I met Lolich and figured he
probably wondered why I
kept looking up and down the
street. I even sent friends
searching'for Eddie, to no
avail. I phoned home but he
wasn't there. Was that rot-
ten lit t le kid going to spoil
my chance to be his hero?

Yes. He strolled into my
office two hours after Lolich
lef t . He said he had gotten
busy playing baseball and
forgotten about meeting
Lolich.

I'm sure there was a
moral there. Something
about it being better to
participate than spectate,
which is not spit. That way,
some clay a guy might give
autographs, not collect
them. But I was in no mood
for morals.

"Get in the car," I told
Eddie. "I know where Lolich
is eating and you are going

to meet him. I am going to
be your hero whether you
like it or not."

Eddie finally got Lolich's
autograph, along with some
gracious conversation.

That was in 1968. When
next I met Lolich, at that
1980 cocktail party, I was
naturally eager to remi-
nisce. I thought Mickey
might be interested to learn
that Eddie is now 21 and is
known as Nerd. He just
dropped out of college so he
could spend the winter work-
ing in a liquor store in
Minnesota, a move that
explains the change in
name. In July, he probably
will move to Florida.

Lolich didn't remember-
ever meeting Eddie or me,
which isn't surprising. A big
leaguer meets a lot of hero
worshippers who are easily
forgotten. But Lolich swore
he had never even been in
Lapeer, which is only 40
miles from his home. He had
forgotten our whole town,
population 6,000.

I told Lolich I had taken
his picture for the Lapeer
newspaper and he had
cupped his pitching hand so
readers couldn't see he was
holding a cigaret. I told him
that photo was still hanging
in my home. He still couldn't
remember ever being in
Lapeer. It's not easy being a
hero.

If Charlie Gehringer can't
remember ever playing bad-
minton at the Elks Temple
in Port Huron, Mich., popu-
lation 40,000,1 don't want to
hear about it.

GERRY RADER
and d a u g h t e r
Beth, when she
was age 2. A more
recent photo of
Beth, now 5, is
shown at right.

Russell
funeral
Thursday
George Franklin Russell,

87, of Gagetown died Mon-
day at Provincial House
after a long illness.

He was born July 9, 1892,
in Elmwood township, the
son of Albert and Minnie
(Prestage) Russell.

He married Bessie Burton
in 1925 in Gagetown. Mrs.
Russell died in August, 1945.

Russell was a life member
of Tyler Lodge F&AM No.
317 of Cass City, a member
of the Gagetown United
Methodist church, and a
past member of the Grange.

He is survived by one son,
Lee A. Russell of Gagetown;
one brother, Harry Russell
of Owendale; one sister,
Mrs. Clara Sharrock of
Washington, Mich.; four
nieces and one nephew. One
brother, Earl, preceded him
in death.

A Masonic memorial serv-
ice was to have been con-
ducted Wednesday evening
at 8 under the auspices of
Tyler Lodge F&AM.

Funeral services will be
conducted Thursday at 1
p.m. from Little's Funeral
Home, Cass City, with Rev.
Gilson M. Miller of the
Deford United Methodist
church officiating.

Burial was in Elmwood
cemetery.
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Rabbit Tracks

ByJohnHaire

(And anyone else he can

get to help)
:%:::::m̂

1

1
Intellectually I know that the best interest of everyone

would be served if D.B. Cooper were caught or found dead in
the woods. Cooper is the first airplane hijacker. He's never
been found and most of the money is still missing.

I feel that way intellectually. Sentimentally I keep hoping
that he got away with it. You know what I mean? Of course
you do. What I'm saying is in this grey, dismal world you
can't help but feel happy for someone who beat the system.
All of us know too many losers already.

Ah! Progress. The Chronicle was going to run its
commercial printing press around the clock over the week
end to catch up on orders.

With that production the plan was to be slightly ahead of
pressing deadlines. What happened was that the njght shift
never got started because a part broke on the press and less
work than usual was completed Saturday and Sunday.

Ah! Progress. The idea Wednesday was that I was to
teach students how to prepare a news release for
publication. Fifteen minutes after I started dropping pearls
of wisdom two of the students in the front row were fast
asleep. I couldn't be too critical.... I can remember how it
was when I was a student in a boring class.

Child helps blind
JL

parents with baby

Ah! Progress. Dan Osen of Shabbona agreed to cut the
tree in the Haire yard. He spent an hour or so in the tree with
ropes and saw and then left with the tree standing. I suspect
he'll be back. The ropes are still on the tree and have been
for about a week.

Up and Atom
farm group
meets in Caro

The Up and Atom Farm
Bureau met Monday in the
Farm Bureau building in
Caro. Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Janks were hosts. Sixteen
members were present.

The meeting began with a
potluck dinner at 12:30.

Harry Foster presided
over the business meeting
and Fred Janks led the
discussion on township gov-
ernment.

Editor's note: The follow-
ing United Press Internat-
ional article is reprinted
from the Sarasota, Fla.,
Herald Tribune. Gerry (Ger-
aldine) Rader is the daugh-
ter of Mable Brown of Cass
City. She and her husband,
James, were married in
August, 1970, having met
while at tending school in
Arkansas. They were l iving
in Louisville, Ky., Rader's
home town, u n t i l about a
year ago, when he was
transferred to Jacksonvil le ,
Fia., by his employer.

While most l i t t l e girls her
age are playing wi th dolls,
5-year-old Beth K;idor,
wlio.se parents are b l ind , is
ge t t ing ready to take care of
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DR. W.S. SELBY
Optometrist

Hours. B-S except Thursday
8-12 noon on Saturday

4624 Hill Si
A c r o s s f rom

Hiiis iifia Dales Hospital
Phone 872-3404

Allen Witherspoon
New England Life
NEL Growth F-urtd
NEL Equity Fund
Value Line Fund
Keystone Funds
Phone 872-2321

4615 Oak Cass Cily

K. I. MacRae, D.O.
Osteopathic Physician

and Surgeon
Come' Church and Oak Slreels

OMice 872-2880 Res. 872-3365

Sang H. Park, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology

4672 Hill Street
Phone 872-2800

Oflica Hours by Appointment

James Ballard, M. D.
Office at 4530 Weaver Street

Hours: It) OOa n; lo I200noon
2 00 p m lo •! :iO p m

DiiNy except Tnuisdiiy
dllumoon

DR. E.PAUL LOCKWOOD
Chiropractic Physician

Off ice Hours: Mon .Tues W«?U Fn
9-12 noon and I 30-5 00 p m

Sdlurday 9-12 a m
Closed An Day Thursday

Phone 672-2765 Cass Cily
for ^ppomtment

Harold T.Donahue
M.D.

Physician & Surgeon
CLINIC

4674 Hill Street, Cass City
GlliceH/7-232:i Heb H<7 .Mil

Harris-Hampshire
Agency, Inc.

Complete Insurance Services
6815 E. Cass Cily Rcwd

Cass Cily, Michigan

Phone 872-2688

00 YOU HAVE A
DRINKING PROBLEM?

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
andAL-ANON

Every Friday Evening - 8:00 p.m.
. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Cass Cily

Edward Scollon,
D.V.M.

Veterinarian
Call for Appointment

for Small Animals
Phone 872-2935

4649 N Seerjer St., Cass City

Richard A. Hall, D.O.

Osteopathic Physician

4672 Hill Street
Cass City, Michigan

ijllice 872-4725 Home872")762

Salb A. Isterabaril, M.D., FRCS
4674 Hill Street

Cass City.Michigan 48726

Surgeon, General & Thoracic
Outpatient Clinic

Hills & Dales Hospital

Each Wednesday
8a.m.-1 p.m.

Dr. J. Geissinger
CHIROPRACTOR

Mon.,Tues.,Thurs.,Fri.
9-12 a.m. and 2-6 p.m.

Sat.,9-12 a.m.
21 N. Aimer, Caro, Ml.
Across from IGA Store
Phone Caro 673-4464

Hoon K. Jeung, M.D.
General Surgery

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Daily
Saturday-9 to 12 noon

Office Hours by Appointment
Phone 072.4611

4672 Hill St.
Cass City, Mich. 48726

Home 872-3138

Harry Crandell, Jr.

D.V.M.

Office 4438 South Seeger St.
Phone 872-2255

There are hard decisions
on the horizon for the Cass
City School Board. Decisions
that will affect our pocket-
books and the education of
our youth.

This spring a contract
with the teachers needs to be
hammered out. This sum-
mer the school will ask for
an increase in millage.

It doesn't take a genius to
figure out that a resolute,
steadfast school board will
best serve the interest of the
people in the district. The
people paying the bills.

If you examine the record
of the board these past few
months it's reasonable to
ask if board members are
ready to face up to the task
ahead.

The decisions reached re-
cently are trivial compared
to those facing the board
now. But the board has
vacillated from one position
to another in at least three of
its recent rulings. A record
that doesn't inspire confi-
dence.

The three decisions and
the board's inconsistent ap-
proach to the answers are:

Sunday basketball prac-
tice. When it was granted to
the girls it should have been
granted to the boys on the
same basis. That basis was
early week games and gym
availabili ty. Using that
yardstick the boys should
have been allowed to prac-
tice on three Sundays, not
two.

Senior swing-out. The

board voted to cancel this
event and then bowed to
pressure and reinstated it.
The time for study is before,
not after a decision is
reached.

Voting on policy decisions.
When it adopted a policy
saying that new policy de-
cisions would wait a month
before coming to a vote, it
shouldn't ignore the rule as
it did, just because a policy
was suggested that everyone
approved of.

Although we don't agree
with Trustee Thresa Bur-

nctte t ha t Supt. Don Grouse
and most of the administra-
tive s t a f f may be overpaid,
we do agree wi th two of her
other complaints.

One is that she had the
recommendations for salary
increase just minutes before
a vote was scheduled. The
other is t ha t evaluations of
the adminis t ra t ive s taff are
needed.

As a board member. Bur-
nette has not only a right but
a duty to check how our
dollars are being spent.

There's a concern here
about the dropping off in
efficiency in reading and
math from the fourth to the
seventh and 10th grades.

Perhaps the reasons given
by the administrators in
charge are correct. Per-
haps.

The board has no right to
get involved in the "whys"
directly, but it has an un-
deniable right to see that the
superintendent does and to
find out what remedies arc
being effected.

It's time for the board to
take a hard look at the total
picture, to forget about pet
projects and zero in on the
major problems facing the
district.

To make decisions after
careful study and then stick
to them.

a real-live baby, her new-
born brother, John Christ-
opher.

To prepare the child for
the weighty responsibility,
Beth is being taught by
nurses at St. Luke's Hospital
now to help her mother
bathe, diaper and feed John,
who was born Jan. 31.

When John was 4 days old,
Beth held h im, and when he
was 5 clays old she gave him
a sponge ba th . On Wednes-
day, she gave her 7-day-old
brother two sponge baths
and changed his diaper.

"Careful, hold his head,"
whispered obstetrics clinical
coordinator Mar ian Burns.

(Chimney fire
» •*
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hy firemen
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K l k l a m l townsh ip f i remen
ex t ingu i shed a ch imney f i re
Saturday morning at the
home of Stanley Dercn-
gowski , 44^11 Sherman
Street .

Fire in the woodburning
stove had igni ted creosote
b u i l t i i j ) in the chimney.

Firemen disconnected a
section of the stovepipe tha t
led to lho chimney, which
extended to Ihe basement
furnace, then used a carbon
dioxide ex t ingu i she r aimed
up the ch imney to ex t ingu ish
the f lames.

They were there about a
hal l hour, hav ing received
the cal l a t 7 a .m. There was
no damage to the home.

Feb. 29 last
day to buy
tabs by mail

Michigan Secretary of
State Richard Austin re-
minds all car and motor-
cycle owners that Feb. 29 is
the last day to purchase 19110
license plate tabs by mail .

More than 800,000 tabs
have been sold by mail
already, 18 percent ahead of
last year's pace,' however,
sales at Secretary of State
branch offices is down,
which likely means the last-
minute rush wil l be worse
than ever, Austin said.

New license plate tabs
have to be on commercial
vehicles, pickup trucks and
trailers by March 1; on cars
and motorcycles by April 1.

John and Jeff Maharg attended the Olympics at Lake
Placid. According to the grapevine John says that the
transportation crunch was greatly exaggerated. We had
little trouble getting where we wanted to go and the big
transportation jams didn't affect more than 10 percent of
the people, he says.

Although the businessmen are reported to be disappointed
He's helping you, with results so far, Maharg said that he couldn't figure why.

Prices are sky high, he claims,
when

"That's right. Wet your
hand and rub soap on his
chest.
Beth."

Some months ago,
James and Gerry Rader told
Beth she was going to have a
baby brother or sister, her
reaction heartened them.

"As soon as I heard Mama
was pregnant, I jumped on
her!" said the little girl.

That pleased Mrs. Rader,
who is more used to negative
responses — because of her
blindness. "Others are
afraid of the unknown," she
said.

Mrs. Rader has worked as
a darkroom technician in a
hospital X-ray lab, and her
husband is a taxpayer serv-
ice representative for the
Internal Revenue Service,
going back and forth to his
job by bus.

Beth especially likes to
dress John. At home, before
he was born, she proudly
dragged out all the baby's
new blankets, then — like
any 5-year-old — had to be
coaxed to put them back.

The fact she helps her
father te l l the difference
between a can of tomatoes
and a can of pineapple and
helps her mother with the
vacuuming doesn't intrude
on her playtime. She par-
ticular ly likes to play dress-
up.

But now that John Christ-
opher is going home, Beth
Racier wi l l be a grown-up for
real.

Long distance
service jammed

Difficulty in making long-
distance telephone calls
from Cass City Friday and
Saturday was due to prob-
lems with facilities in Sagi-
naw, according to Clyde
Weir, local switching office
supervisor for General Tele-
phone.

The problem was with
what is called the "call
identifier system," in Sagi-
naw, he explained, which
identifies from where long-

distance calls are being
made.

Problems there resulted in
two-thirds of the 36 long
distance trunk lines being
out of service until Saturday
afternoon. The resulting
overload on the lines still in
service made it difficult to
make a long distance call as
the lines were usually busy.

There was nothing that
could have been done locally
to solve the problem, Weir
said.

The weather
High Low Precip.

: Wednesday 33
: Thursday 40
• Friday 32

Saturday 30
Sunday 34
Monday 36
Tuesday 45
(Recorded at Cass City wastewater treatment plant.) g

•(Snow recorded as melted water -10 in. snow r l in. water):

11
11
7

-6
•6.
6

28,

. 0
..01
..03

,.10
. 0

0
0

Greenleaf Township

MEETING
FRIDAY, FEB. 22

At Town Hall
8 O'clock ,

Revenue Sharing Discussion

Clare Brown
Clerk

Clinton C. House j
Attorney j

ANNOUNCES THE

OPENING
j Of New Offices

I 6148 E. Cass City Road
In Plaza West


