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Rabbit Tracks

By John Haire 8

1
(And anyone else he can cjij

get to help) |

To me the most bizarre aspect of the case involving the
11-year-old who swiped his grandfather's truck, was his re-
action after he was stopped.

All he did was demand to see a lawyer and refused to
even tell police his name.

Does that spell too much television to you as it did to me?
It also tends to prove that the boob tube may have more

effect on young minds than many of us believed.
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All of us appreciate praise from our peers. Last week's
column was one that drew approval from Jim Sherman,
publisher of the Oxford Leader and other assorted papers.

It probably struck a responsive chord because it was
about the publishing business. If you thought it was zilch,
in all candor, I tend to agree.

The problem with column writing is that you need one
every week and some weeks are better than others. That
goes for trivial columns like this, too. If it didn't, items like

1 this never would appear here.

**********

Just when I was all puffed up because a washer was sold
after it was advertised one week in the Chronicle, the owner
informed me that the sale was made to an aunt. Maybe
she read it in the Chronicle anyway?

Either the Calka girls are extremely photogenic or have
i a knack for being at the right place at the right time. About

a year ago or so Carla Calka was a guest on one of the net-
work television contest shows.

In the recent Hula bowl in Hawaii the cameras scanned
the crowd and zoomed in on Mona Calka.

She was spotted by Dave Asher.

For basketball statistic buffs. Before the season started,
the prediction was that the Thumb B League would be
weaker than normal. That prediction is supported only if
you believe that the league is normally stronger than
others. For in games to date, league teams are exactly
even in games won and lost outside of the loop.

The averages were not helped Tuesday night when Caro,
Marlette, Bad Axe and Lakers lost non-league games.

PLUSES AND MINUSES -- Winter has its advantages
and disadvantages. A winter scene like this is one of the ad-
vantages, though admittedly not enough to outweigh the
disadvantages.

Thieves foiled in
radio theft try

Just because much of this column has been about news-
papering, let me say that my nomination for the best local
writer appearing in the Detroit dailies is George Cantor.
He writes a column for the Detroit News.

DeLong appointed
new Novesta planner

The Novesta Township
Board Monday night ap-
pointed Lucille DeLong as
ihe new township planning

, director. She had heen nomi-
) nated by the township plan-

ning board.
She replaces Jean Clarke,

whose resignation svas ac-
cepted by the township
board Monday.

Mrs. Di'Lnng's duties will
include issuing permits, at-
tending all planning and
/.oning meetings and acting
as liaison officer between
the p lann ing and township
boards.

Some minor modifications

to the zoning codes were
approved by the board.
Tabled until the Feb. 4
meeting was a decision on
the planning board recom-
mendation that certain prop-
erty along Kelly Road in
Section 4 be rezoned from
industrial to residential.

Appointment of a new
sexton was also delayed
until the next meeting as
David Moody, who had re-
signed, has agreed to con-
tinue until some later date.
To date, two applications
have been received for the
job.

Thieves apparently trying
to steal a radio from a new
car parked in the Kabideau
Motors lot caused an esti-
mated $250 damage, but
d i d n ' t get the radio.

Keith Poban/. reported the
damage to Cass City police
last Wednesday morning .

The dashboard around the
radio of the 197!) Chrysler
was damaged, plus wires
under the dash were pulled
away and broken.

Loss was es t imated at $150
when someone stole a c i t i -
/.ens band radio antenna
from the t runk lid of the car
of Ka th ryn Atk inson of Fair-
grove and damaged the lid
itself in attempting to re-
move the moun t .

The t h e f t occurred Nov. 15
or Hi while the car was
parked at the Charmont , but
wasn't reported to Cass Ci ty
police u n t i l Friday, the own-
er of the vehicle having done
so on the advice of her
insurance agent.

The antenna and mount
was valued at S50; the
damage estimated at $100.

Glenn Guilds of G17K Shab-
bona Road, reported to C'ass
City police Monday t h a t part
of the g r i l l of his car was
broken whi le i t was parked
at the Charmont la te Friday
and early Sa turday . No
monetary damage es t imate
was given.

Gerald Gat /a of 4527 Oak
Street reported to Cass City
police early Monday t h a t the
outs ide rear view mirror
was pulled from his car and
t h a t a t i r e was f l a t , possibly
from a punc tu r e . Damage
was es t ima ted at $40.

The incident took place
whi l e I he car was parked in
front of the Colonial Inn
from 1 1 p . m . Sunday to :>: : ! ( )
a .m. Monday .

Curt S t r i c k l a n d of the
Thumb Nat iona l Bank Cass
C i t y branch reported to v i l -
lage police . I an . '2 t h a t a
vehicle or vehicles had been
dr iven over the hank 's lawn.

A spruce tree, wor th an
es t ima ted Still, was broken
off and there was possible

damage to the underground
sprinkler system as one of
the spr inkler heads was run
over. The damage was done
Dec. 31 or Jan. 1.

Carol Pepl inski of mi l l N'.
Dodge Road told vi l lage
off icers Sunday that five
gal lons of gasoline was
siphoned f rom her car's t ank
while it was parked at the
IM/./.a V i l l a f rom 4 - lo p .m.
S a t u r d a y .

Rienstra
promoted

Dean D. Rienst ra has been
promoted to the rank of
major in the Idaho Air
N a t i o n a l Guard .

He serves as assistant

weapons system o f f i c e r i l l
an RF-4 reconnaissance jet .

R i e n s t r a is co-owner of a
res tauran t in Boise. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Rienstra of 454:i Oak
Street . Cass C i t y .

JANUARY

THE

SALE
YOU'VE

ALL

WASTED

FOR/
• Sportswear &
Jr. Sportswear

50% Off •Dresses •Accessories
50% Off 50% Off

Hats • Gloves • Scarves
Savings All Thru The Store!

THE TRADE WINDS
Cass City Frankenmuth Pigeon

Th,
Ha ire

Net

Robots will be available
for home use th is year.
That's the word from Quas-
ar Corporation tha t w i l l
offer one for about $4,000
that wi l l answer the door,
sweep the floor, serve dr inks
and do a couple of other
programmed household
chores.

That sounds great. If one
is invented that wi l l empty
the trash, mow the lawn and
rake the leaves. I might be
fi rs t in line to get one.

There are folks, I know,
that love manicuring a lawn,
growing a garden or t r im-
ming a hedge.

To each his own. That's
just work. Playing is a golf
game, a card game, a
fishing stream, a good book
or a good show, a good
movie. Or just cruising
around the country to see the
sights.

So you can see just how
much a robot would fit in
nicely in my plans lor how
idle time should be used to
best advantage.

The only trouble is that 1
don't believe that a robot is
ready for the Haire house-
hold.

This business of answer-
ing the door, for instance. I
fa i l to know how a robot will
know that the front door
sticks a l i t t le in the winter
and that it must be jiggled
just right to open without
taking the door jamb.

Or that this same door
becomes a shade loose in the
summer and that to close it
tightly a jiggle directly
opposite to the jiggle of
winter is required.

Whot) «prviMi< (li-inl/B hnw

is tha t robot to know when
it ' s diet t i m e and any th ing
but diet pop is verboten . . .
except on special occasions
t h a t pop up when the will
power is down.

Maybe these objections
can be overcome by the
electronic geniuses at
Quasar. Anyth ing ' s possible.

But there's one area in
which I know it w i l l f a i l .

If my wife can direct this
mechanical marvel from the
other room, how can I keep
control?

Now when I want to watch
the boob tube and she wants
to vacuum the house I have a
variety of strategics to keep
the machine off and the tube-
on.

The first and usually suc-
cessful ploy is to hide the
cord. If that doesn't work I
can push the circuit breaker
that controls that phase of
the current in the house.

If all else fa i l s I can turn
up the volume on the tube to
compete with the sweeper
and if the rug's not too dirty,
outlast her.

But how can you outlast a
pile of nuts and bolts and
electronic circuits?

They'll just go on and on
un t i l the rug is spotless and
never mind the important
issues on the tube. The score
could be tied with only 30
seconds to go and it would
undoubtedly find a dirty spot
directly in front of the
screen. ,

When that happens you
would be able to pick up a
used (and battered) robot
for a ridiculously low price.

You could probably get it
for nothing.

"If It Fitz..."
The bus-riding game

By Jim Fitzgerald

Twice every weekday I
play a game that even when
I win, I sometimes lose. On a
recent afternoon, on a De-
troit city bus, I lost big.

Because it's only a 20-
minute walk, and because
walking is healthy, I am
willing to walk to work and
back on even the coldest
days. But if there is a bus
available, I feel it is my
patriotic duty to take it. Our
leaders in Washington say it
is good citizenship to con-
serve energy by riding
buses.

That's the game. When I
leave home in the morning, I
stand at the bus stop across
the street and look up at my
wife in the window of our
apartment on the 26th floor.
From that high perch, she
can see miles down the
street. If she signals there is
no bus in sight, I walk to
work. If she signals there is
a bus coming, I wait for it,
and I win the game. What I
win is the satisfaction of
saving energy for my
country by riding the bus.

Sometimes my wife for-
gets to appear at the window
with her semaphore flags, in
which case I stand at the bus
stop and shake my fist at our
blank window in the sky,
looking very much like an
Iranian outside the U.S.
Embassy.

Sometimes a neighbor kid-
naps me on the elevator and
forces me to ride to work in
his car, which is parked in
the apartment basement.
When I never appear below
at the bus stop, my wife
thinks I fell down the ele-
vator shaft and she is angry
that she got out of bed for
nothing.

Some mornings it is foggy
and we can't see each other,
Separated by 26 floors, we
both can't help wondering
what was the sense in get-
ting married in the first
place.

Fortunately, the game
isn't so complicated at the
other end of the line. After
work, I simply look for my
bus at the bus station. If it's

not there, I walk. I'd wait for
it, except I'm over 50 years
old and probably don't have
that much time left.

If my bus is at the station,
I am able to conserve energy
for my leaders in Washing-
ton, and I win the game. But,
as previously stated, some-
times there is defeat in
victory. Sometimes, for in-
stance, there is a woman on
the bus who is cracking her
gum and she is sitting next
to me.

And sometimes I get the
bus driver who parks in
front of a grocery store and
makes his passengers wait
while he goes inside to buy
cigarets. He thoughtfully
parks in the middle of the
street, even if there's room
at the curb, so the nice
motorists trapped behind
him will have something to
honk at.

When this driver gets back
behind the wheel, he lights a
cigaret and blows smoke at
the sign which forbids pas-
sengers to smoke.

My worst bus ride oc-
curred when a fellow pas-
senger, a man who'd been
boozing, recognized me
from my picture in the
newspaper. This happens
very rarely and I'm always
surprised, and embar-
rassed. Usually, I retain my
built-in anonymity wherever
I am, even at family parties.
There is a woman whom I
see at least three times
every year and each time
she has to hear my name
before she remembers I'm
her brother.

But this drunk man some-
ho'" spotted me and loudly
and repeatedly insisted that
I was a famous columnist
and I should write about him
because he was the "brokest
man in town." The bus was
jammed and people stared.

I retreated to the back of
the bus and stepped down
into the well in front of the
rear exit. The brokest man
in town followed right along,
telling everyone I was going
to write something that
would improve his financial

condition.
The bus driver hollered for ,

"the man in the brown coat"
to get out of the exit well. He
meant me...

My drunk friend yelled
back: "Hey, this here is a '
famous man. You shouldn't
holler at him like that." The
bus driver hollered that he'd
holler at whoever broke bus
rules by standing in his well.
From where I stood, I
couldn't see if he was smok-
ing.

People who were sitting
down stood up to get a better
look at me. I wanted to crawl
into the pockets of my brown
coat. Instead, I got off and
walked, thus throwing the
game. Let our leaders in
Washington save their own
dumb energy.

Ernest A. Teidimon Jr.
6529 Main St.

Cass City, Mich.
Phone 872-338S

"See me for a
State Farm

pomeowners Policy
wiin

nflationGoverage
S T A T I F A B M

N i U D A N C I

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.

Siale Farm F^e am) Casually Company

Home O'ltce Blooming lor,, Illinois

Find The Service Or Product

You Need In TJiis

SERVICE DIRECTORY.
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/ A u t o Bump and Paint

U WHENCE BODY SHOP
• Complete Collision Service

• Bumping • Painting
• Rust Repair

^i1''" O.i.'/y tf d n: bo ni
S.if t>u n^jon

6853 Deckervil/e M., Decktr, Mi.
i/iMile W«ifof At-53

WOODRUFF'S
COLLISION

6248 W. Pine SI.
Cass Cily • Phone872-4735
• Bumping • Painting and

Frame Repair
Complete Auto Glass

Uij.ii.inkwJ. 22 yrs Enpeiience.

Auto Dealers

Ford.. . Better Ideas
For The American Road

GEIGER-HUNT
FORD, INC.

Sales & Service

6392 Main St. 872-2300

Auto Service

L & $ Standard Service
Phone 872-2342

Certified Mechanics

Complete Car

Care Service

WRECKER SERVICE

Village Service Center
Tires • V-Bells • Batteries

Tune Dps • Brakes ' Mufflers
OrMiciJ Mec/M/Jic

frtt
In-Town Pickup & Delivery

Phone 872-3850

Clare's Sunoco Service
TuneUps • Minor Repairs

• Tiros • Batteries
Underrating • Grease & Oil

Catlilma Mechanic

Call 872-2470

Auto-Farm-Commorciol
Rebuilding Service

Bakery }

Sommer's
Bakery & Restaurant

• Home of Iriifc Brtvd
• Doily tuned Special

Mon.-Thurs.-7 am.-5:30 p.m.
Fri.-7a.m.-8p.m.
Sat. -7 a.m. -5 p.m.

Cass City 872-3577

VLJ-

! Building Materials J
«•••—-'"•— •———~ -̂'~'-*»''—~ -̂*-*
Croft-Clara Lumber, Inc.
Cass City 872-2141

Amfonvn Wimfovi
D»f«r loci!

Prefiniihed Putting
Mon.-Fri.-8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat. -8a.m.-5p.m.

Chain Saws

McCulloch Chainsaw
Sales & Service

Phone 8 7 2 - 2 6 1 6

Rabideau Motors
Farm Division

1 Christian Book Store

THE WORD
Bibles • Books • Gifts

Records • Japes

Art Supplies • Crofts

Greeting Cards

Open Daily
Except Sunday

6451 Main Street
Phone 872-2026

PEOPLE READ
Little Ads

You're Reading One
Now!

Call 872-2010

| Dining

CHARMONT

Mdoy Buff ef 5 p.m.-to p.m.
Mon.-Thur». 5 p.m.-B p.m.

Frl.-Sat. 5p.m.-10p.m.
Sun. 12noon-8p.m.

Pizza & Short Orders
tiin a.m.
Cass City

Phone 872-4200

Veronica's Restaurant
Meeting & Banquet Room

Available
Salad Bar

Every Friday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
6:30 a.m. -8 p.m. -Closed Sundays

Phone 872-2550
6234 Main Street

liair Styling " J

HAIR BENDERS
Specializing in

Cuffing • Styling • Ptrmt ;
Tues.&Fri. -8a.m. -6p.m. ;

Wed. & Thurs. • 8 a.m. • 8:30 p.m.

Sat. - 7 a.m. -3 p.m. i

6350Gar1ield Phone872-3146 ;

Hillside Beauty Salon
6263 Church Phone 872-2740

Tues. Through Sat.
Hillside is the place for '.
Professional Hair Care

^̂ ^̂ 1̂̂ L™J
u

Haley Oil Co. ":
26 Wright St. .Elkton .;

• Fuel Oil • Diosel Fuel • Gasoline '. j
Delivery lor Home, Farm & Industry .'

* Call • |j
OSSSto Enterprise 6458 • ]
*m\*r or 375-4200 ,;

51
Wood Burning Equipment :•

-— L- a .,r., .-:!

fire house |
Wood Stoves and Solar Energy Components ju^ •• .J!j

6261 Church Street (Erla'8 Center) „. _,. ..,*8$r | Vi
(517)872-4664 Cass City, Ml. ™ I V

1 J- :i

Faust
Rebuilding Service

• Starlors • Generators
• Alternators

FREE CHECKOUT SERVICE
Open tt a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
6544 Main, Cass City 872-4700

LAMPLIGHTER FIREPLACE SHOP
HOME OF THE CERAMIC FIREPLACE

Woilti's Finest Wool Heal
• Complete Line ol Motalbestos

Chimneys
• Martin Stoves, Fireplaces

& Accessories
131N.SUUSI. C«ro

• Sierra Wood Burning
Air Tight Stoves

• Bennett-Ireland Glass
Enclosures • free Measure.'''
mem with Sale '7

_______ Phone 673-6464


