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Desert isn’t sand, Ruggles finds
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Arizona trip reward for district’s efforts

It was a trip to Arizona

with a purpose other than

fun in the sun.
Not that there wasn't sun
and that the trip was boring.

Albert Ruggles of Kings-
ton and John Findlay of
Reese went to Litchfield
Park, Ariz., as representa-
tives of the Tuscola County
Soil Conservation Distriet,
recipient of the Goodyear
Conservation “Award - desig-
nating it as the top district in
the state,

There were only 106 per-
sons from across the country
at the awards program,
officials from first place
districts and individual co-
aperators.

The, tire company has
sponsored the competition
for 32 years in cooperation
with the National Associ-
ation of Conservation Dis-
tricts.

The usual practice is for
one member of the district's
board of directors, usually
the chairman, to go, along
with the district's outstand-
Ing cooperator of the year.

Findlay is the board chair-

man, Ruggles, a beard
member, got to go when the
1979 outstandmg coeperator,
John Feoley of Millington,
couldn’t go,

Goodyear paid for both
men's trip. At their own
expense, they took their
wives, Glennadihe Ruggles
and Kay Findlay.

The four departed Dec. 7
and returned Dec. 11.

Headquarters. - for what
was billed a vacation-study
program was the Wigwam
resort in Litchfield Park,
about 20 miles west of
Phoenix,

LITCHFIELD PARK IS
also headquarters for the
12,360-acre Goodyear
Farms.

Ruggles’ first discovery
there was that “the desert
wasn’t sand.” It's more like
clay,

All crops grown in Ari-
zona, he also discovered, are
irrigated. In fact, rain isnt
very welcome as when it
does come, it usually is in
such heavy amounts it
causes flash floods. Irriga-
tion is easier to control,

Goodyear Farms, the vis-

itors were told, was started
before World War [ for
purposes of growing cotton,
the fibre being needed for
tires.

Cotton is still the main
crop at the farm, but lots of
fruit (mainly citrus) and
vegetables are also grown,

The 106 conservationists
also toured a beef and a
dairy farm,

As a dairy farmer —he and
brother Arlo milk 80 cows at
their farm just east of
Kingston -- Ruggles found
those of special inferest.

The main difficulty for
livestock in Arizona, he
learned, is coping with the
extreme difference hetween
daytime and nighttime
temperatures,

Overhead shelters protect
livestock from the intense
heat hut there are no en-
closed buildings for them,

In addition to the farm
tours, the participants also
went on 8 scenic tour of the
mountains,

With two represeniatives
from each state, Ruggles
said, the program presented

DESERT DELIGHTS -- Albert Ruggles (left) and John
_Findlay inspect a variety of the fruits and vegetables
grown at Goodyear Farms in Arizona, which they visited in
conjunction with the Goodyear Conservation Awards
.Program in early December.

.Record yields of oats
and wheat in 1979

There were record
vields of winter wheat
and oats in1979, according

to the Michigan Agricul- .

tural Reporting Service.
\ The winter wheat yield

of 43 bushels per acre
broke the previous record
of 40 hushels. Total winter
wheat production was 33.8
million bushels, up 88
percent [rom last year's
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small crop. The 785,000
acres barvested is 74
percent above the 1978
crop.

The record oat yield of
61 bushels per acre
topped the previous rec-
ord by one bushel. & 25
percent drop in harvested
acreage to 270,000 re-
sulted in a 20 percent
decline in {otal produc-
tion.

Total U.S. winter wheat
production for 1978 was
1.61 billion bushels, 29
percent above last year
and the second largest
crop ever, Oat production
was 534 million bushels
and is the smallest crop
since 1881.

Scedings of winter
wheat this fall rese 10
percent from the previous
crop, according lo the
reporting service.

Growers planted 880,000
acres. If no unusual con-
ditions or problems arise
this coming spring, Mich-
igan wheat farmers could
produce about 35 million
bushels.

Nationally, winter
wheat seedings rose 9
percent to 56.8 million
acres. Based on the condi-
tion of the crop as of Dec.

.1, tota] winter wheat pro-
duction is forecast at 1.57
biillion busheis, 3 percent
less than 1979,

an opportunity to *‘get lots of
different ideas on how
people farm and how they're
doing their conservation
work, It's always interesting
when you get people from
different areas.”

Other nice things about
the trip were the food -
“They fed us well,” -- and
the weather, The weather
was nice, Ruggles said, hut

-the weather was also-nice

back in Michigan, consider-
ing the month. “It would
have been nicer (in Arizona)
if we had known there was a
blizzard back here,” he
joked.

THE TUSCOLA COUNTY
Soil Conservation District
won the award because of its
numerous activities in fur-
thering water and soil con-
servation.

It promoted and now as-
sists with the county soil
survey, a five-year pro-
gram, It has sponsored land
judging, scrapbook and
poster contests and conser-
vation tours for school stu-
dents, Surveying and settmg
of its priorities in conjunc-
tion with the national Re-
source Conservation Act
was a consideration,

The number of cooper-
ators and conservation prac-
tices in the county was
another factor.

The judging period was for
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the year that ended in
March, 1979,

It was the first time the
district had enlered the con-

test in about 10 years, ac-
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The Tuscola County Soil
-Conservaticn District will
hold its annual meeting
Wednesday, Jan, 16, at 7
p.m. at Caro High School.

Speaker will be Walt Rum-
mel of Sebewaing, who will
present a program on agri-
culture in Communist China.

Cooperator of the year
award will be presented to
Carl and Ed Mantey, owners
of Mantey Pedigree Seed
Producers of Fairgrove.

Awards will be presented
for the poster, scrapbook
and land judging contest
winners.

The terms on the bcard of

directors of Dave Loomis of
Cass City and Albert Rug-
gles of Kingston, filling out
the term of his late father,
Bruce Ruggles, will be ex-
piring.

Nominated for new three-
year terms are Ruggles;
Loomis; Randy Hampshire,
Kingston; Gerald Hicks, De-
ford, and Lee Voss, Deford.
All directors are elected at
large.

Maynard McConkey of
Cass City will be in charge of
the election,

Tickets are available from
all directors and at the
disirict office, 852 S, Hooper
Street, Caro.

cording to District Aide
Mary Lou Earl. It didn’t
enter again until this year
because of the large amount
of work involved in filling
out the contest forms.
Although it was a joint
effort by staff, district direc-
tors and cooperators which
resulted in winning of the
award, it was Mrs. Earl
who had to do most of the

contest.paperwork.and that ..

took her about a month,

Selection of the state win-
ner was made by the Mich-
igan Department of Agricul-
ture,

The district won’t get its
award to hang on the wall
until the Michigan Assoei-
ation of Soil Conservation
Districts meeting later this
tmonth in Midland.

Each of the directors and
cooperator of the year John
Foley..will -also-get -a-small--
plague or some other award,
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Our Finest I\Ion-Drip Latex Flat
For Walls and Ceilings.
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Supreme Sat-N-Hue Flat Interior Latex is 'the
decorators’ choice™. It s rich-as-velvet finish looks

so0 good on walls, ceilings and trim. Easy to

apply with brush or roller. Won't drip '

because of its thick, creamy formula.
One coat usually covers. Dries in 30
minutes. Soapy water cleanup. For

primed or painted plaster, wallboard, etc.

M

LATRY AT

“‘“, .m:;l s
-,GM Houtskaaping
c) momst

Kraiay oy nnnd W

&

resists steam,

minutes.

No Finer Finish
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Provides a durable,

in every room.
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MARVELUSTRE LATEX SEMI-GLOSS

super-scrubbable finish
kitchen and bath; for walls, ceilings and woodwork
It's smooth, tightly sealed finish
moisture and soifing. One coat

usually covers. Goes on easily, dries in just 30

Leaves no lap marks; no painty odor,
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Water cleanup. Same colors as our latex flat,
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44 Decorator Colars
and Pure White in a
Fully Washable Finish!
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E-Z KARE LATEX FLAT FINISH IS HERE.

As Rich as Flat! As Washable
as Enamel! latex Easy-to-use!
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Looks like a flat,
enamel. Most dirt
readily penetrate i

easily without le

or damage to th
perfect for w

cleanup. 44
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LATEX FLAT
WALL FINISH

High
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LATEX FLAT WALL

Decorate your rooms even on the smallest paint
budget! This select quality fatex flat produces a
rich, velvety finish that's fully washable. |t spreads
on easily; usually covers most colors in one coat.
Dries in 30 minutes: use your freshly decorated
rooms the same day. Soapy water cleans your

painting tools, White and 6 pastel colors.

sealed finish - so they scrub off

woodwork. It spreads on smooth-
ly, dries in 30 minutes. Water

Colorful New Rooms Today!

Inexpensive Way To Enjoy

$697
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New “Wash ‘N Wear”
Finish That's Ideal
For Every Room!
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