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Barb Ball creates
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THE DAZZLERS rocketry team’s achievements in-

clude a second-place finish in the Team America

Rocketry Challenge (TARC) National Finals about

four years ago. This year’s team is pictured with the

nine-foot rocket they planned to enter in the Battle

of the Rockets, which was canceled due to the

COVID-19 pandemic. However, competition officials

subsequently ranked the participants based on their

design documents, presentations and other factors,

and the team from Deford came in second place in

the nation out of roughly 60 teams. (See story, page

9)

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Huron County motorist faces multiple charges – including his 13th
operating while intoxicated (OWI) offense — after allegedly resisting
troopers from the Michigan State Police post in Caro following a traffic
stop Thursday night in Tuscola County’s Akron Township.

The incident unfolded at about 9:20 p.m. when troopers were dis-
patched to the area of Liken and Berger roads to investigate a reported
vehicle in a ditch, according to Specialist Lt. Liz Rich, public informa-
tion officer for the MSP Third District.
“Troopers discovered the vehicle was not occupied and their prelimi-

nary investigation led them to the residence of the vehicle owner, 53-
year-old Robert Elias of Sebewaing,” Rich said. “Elias was arrested for
OWI and taken into custody. 
“Elias became combative while being transported to the jail, breaking

out the windshield of the patrol vehicle and assaulting the trooper while
kicking the windshield and steering wheel. The trooper was not in-
jured,” she added.

Elias was lodged at the Tuscola County jail and formally arraigned
Friday on charges of resisting or obstructing a police officer, OWI (ha-
bitual offender), felonious assault on a law enforcement officer, and
malicious destruction of police property.

Huron Co. man faces 13th
charge of OWI Thursday

THUMB RESIDENTS whose holiday traditions include driving a few miles east of Cass City to

take in the annual Nicol’s Christmas Light Extravaganza have nothing to fear from the COVID-19

grinch. Joel and Jaime Nicol unveiled this year’s display Friday night at their Germania Road res-

idence.

Nicol’s light extravaganza welcoming crowds
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Thumb residents whose holiday traditions include driving out to
Joel and Jaime Nicol’s place in western Sanilac County to take in
an amazing spectacle of Christmas lights and music have nothing
to fear from the COVID-19 grinch.

In fact, this year’s Nicol’s Christmas Light Extravaganza display
is already up and running, and the Nicols will be welcoming visitors
throughout the remainder of December, from 5:30 to 10:30 p.m.
each night.
The display is located four miles east of M-53 on Cass City Road

(M-81) and a half-mile south on Germania Road.
“We are expecting larger than normal crowds this year because of

Covid. There’s just nothing else to do, and people need some nor-
malcy and positivity in this cultural climate,” Jaime Nicol com-

mented last week.
“All we ask is that people are patient and kind to one another out

here,” she added. “People need to slow down because of other cars.
If you aren’t patient, this display is not for you.”
As has been true in the past, members of the Nicol family will be

on hand to welcome residents anxious to get a look at this year’s
light extravaganza.

Jamie Nicol says Covid hasn’t changed those plans. “We will be
out greeting visitors. It is outside and there’s plenty of room,” she
noted.

The Christmas display, which these days incorporates some
150,000 lights, is a tradition that was started by Joel’s parents, John
and Gayle Nicol, at their nearby residence on Robinson Road.

“John and Gayle started it 39 years ago,” said Jaime Nicol, who
noted Gayle had a lifelong interest in holiday decorating, having

Please turn to page 12.

Commissioners discuss options

Complaints target building codes
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

A variety of complaints lodged
against the company the Tuscola
County Board of Commissioners

hired to handle the county’s build-
ing codes duties nearly two
decades ago has prompted com-
missioners to explore other op-
tions for providing the service.

SCMCCI (South Central Michi-

gan Construction Code Inspec-
tions), Athens, was hired about 19
years ago when county officials
decided to privatize the building
codes office due to the expense of
the county operating its own de-
partment.

However, in the years since,
commissioners have voiced some
concerns, including having to re-
peatedly ask for a report on the de-
partment’s activities, and residents
started coming to them with com-
plaints that SCMCCI wasn’t ad-
dressing their needs or issues.

One of the issues brought to the
commissioners involved property
flooding in the village of Reese,
with two residents stating they
couldn’t get the company to ad-
dress issues they were facing.
In the fall of 2019, Marilyn Holt

and Nancy Erdody sought com-
missioners’ help regarding flood-
ing on their property after the
Reese School District razed its
middle school. They had experi-
enced flooding for two years after
that. 

Their properties abut the former
school site on Center Street, and
they contend the water runoff
from the site was the cause of
flooding on their property. They
sought relief for the issue from
SCMCCI, the school board, the
village and the township, all with-

Please turn to page 4.

Covid rules

in place for

12 more days

across state

Please turn to page 10.

O-G School chief
gets top marks

Page 4

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

COVID-19 continues to hammer
rural counties across Michigan,
including the Thumb, where
health department officials say
positivity test rates for the virus
remain a serious concern.

With Michigan reporting some
6,000 new cases and nearly 100
deaths a day, Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer Monday announced a 12-day
extension — through Sunday,
Dec. 20 – of restrictions on indoor
social gatherings and other group
activities.

Those temporary restrictions,
first authorized by the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) in mid-No-
vember, include:
*Suspension of all in-person high

school and college classes.
*Movie theaters, bowling cen-

ters, ice rinks, bingo halls and
casinos must remain closed.
*Restaurants are prohibited from

offering dine-in service, but may
continue drive-through and carry-
out service.

*Group fitness classes and non-
professional organized sports are
prohibited.

Everyone who can work from
home is also asked to continue
doing so.
The restrictions allow schools to

offer in-person instruction for
younger children, through grade
eight, providing they wear masks.
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel
said the local district will offer in-
person classes for youngsters in
those grades (including children in
the Great Start Readiness Pro-
gram) starting today (Wednes-
day). All other students will
continue to be offered virtual in-
struction for the remainder of the
calendar year.
While parents may send younger

children to school this week, Har-
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Cass City Schools announce
Dec. Students of the Month

Nominated by:
Mrs. Stoutenburg

Characteristics he displays:

Lucian displays all the
SOAR traits. He is a
dedicated worker, al-

ways striving to do his
best. Lucian is honest

and ready to help when-
ever needed. He always
has something interest-
ing to add to a class dis-

cussion. Lucian is a
great addition to our
Kindergarten class.

Some of his favorite things:

Playing sports, 
especially wrestling,
playing with his dog,

Lucy, going fishing and
eating hotdogs and

pizza.

Kindergarten
Student of the Month is

Lucian Scott

Nominated by:
Mrs. Schefka

Characteristics she displays:
While working from
home, Kimberly is
making the effort to 

attend Google Meets 
and complete her assign-
ments. In addition, she is 
a good friend to others. I
am proud of your hard

work Kimberly!

Some of her favorite things:

Hanging out with friends
& going to the waterparkLucian is the son of 

Ian Scott & 
Nicole Carlisle

First Grade
Student of the Month is

Kimberly Michael

Kimberly is the daughter
of Kirk Michael II &

Amanda Ertman

Nominated by:
Mrs. Sweeney

Characteristics she displays:

Ella is a kind person to
everyone! She is a hard

worker, and a big helper.
She is very polite, and

always has a good 
attitude.

Some of her favorite things:

Family & friends, her
dog, Rocky, school,

singing, acting
& fashion

Second Grade
Student of the Month is

Ella Ligrow

Ella is the daughter of
Johnathon & Laura

Ligrow

Nominated by:
Mrs. Stec

Characteristics she displays:

Allyson is a very kind
and thoughtful student.
She is always looking
out for others. I have

often heard her encour-
aging other students

when they have needed
it. Allyson gets along

well with her classmates.
In class, she is very re-
spectful and follows the

school rules.

Some of her favorite things:

Her dog, Moxie and her
cats, Libby and Kitty,

playing on her iPad, her
favorite place to go is

Meijer, her favorite food
is cheeseburgers

Third Grade
Student of the Month is

Allyson Lockard
Allyson is the daughter

of Jill & Andrew
Lockard

Nominated by:
4th Grade Teachers

Characteristics she displays:

Brinley is an awesome
young lady who has shown
some great improvement
since the beginning of the
year. She is much more
comfortable in class dis-
cussions and is willing to
ask for help when she is
not understanding some-
thing. We have seen how
hard she works to do her

best, is doing a great job at
getting her work done on

time and is very neat.
Brinley is also a very kind

and considerate young
lady. We are so very proud
of you Brinley and know
that you have a bright fu-

ture ahead of you! 
Congratulations!

Some of her favorite things:
Playing with her cousins
and friends, swimming in

the pool, learning at school
and playing with her dogs

Fourth Grade
Student of the Month is

Brinley Weippert

Brinley is the daughter
of Alecia Little and

Jason Weippert

Nominated by:
5th Grade Teachers

Characteristics he displays:
Evan regularly displays the
characteristics of SOAR. He

is a polite student who 
always has a smile on his

face. Evan puts forth a lot of
effort in all that he does. He

always follows the classroom
rules, is considerate of others

and gets along well with
everyone. Evan sets a good

example behaviorally for his
peers. We enjoy having Evan

in our classes, especially 
when he shares his dance

moves with us.

Some of his favorite things:

Playing video games, riding

bikes, watching the Detroit

Pistons, Dr. Pepper & hot

wings

Fifth Grade
Student of the Month is

Evan Arthur

Evan is the son of
Brandy Rabideau &

Michael Arthur

Nominated by:
6th Grade Teachers

Characteristics she displays:
Kayla is a pleasure to have in class.
She is always willing to share sto-

ries and adventures from her life. If
something needs to be done in the
classroom, Kayla is always one of

the first to volunteer. She is diligent
in her work and takes pride in her
accomplishments. Kayla enjoys

sketching her favorite animal which
is a wolf. She also enjoys writing.

Some of her favorite things:
Sketching her favorite animal, the

wolf, going for walks in the woods,
swimming, roller skating 

and writing

Sixth Grade

Student of the Month is

Kayla Stout

Kayla is the daughter of
Ryan Stout.

9th Grade Student of the Month is

Trysten Gruber
Trysten goes out of his way to help others on a daily basis. He is thoughtful and caring to
everyone around him. Trysten displays the quality of integrity through his actions of helping
peers while being an outstanding academic student! 
Tessa Campbell LMSW SSW, School Social Worker 

Trysten is compassionate and kind; he has been there for others who need a friend and is
dependable and reliable. Congratulations Trysten keep up the good work! 
Heather Middleton, Cass City Jr/Sr High Agriscience Instructor

Trysten is very conscientious and takes time to get his work done well.  He is friendly and
courteous, and is a pleasure to have in class.
Garrett Gordon, Algebra 

Trysten is an outstanding student in US History. He is always willing to participate in class
discussion and willing to help other students around him so they can succeed also. Day in
day out he comes to class with a positive attitude that is contagious in class. 
Jeremy Buxman , US History 

Trysten’s hobbies: 
Sports

Favorite staff & why:
Mrs. Middleton because 

she is always 
helpful with all students 

Favorite Subject & why: 
Math, because I have always

understood it.

Make a comment about 
Cass City Jr Sr High School:
It is in my opinion one of the
best schools in the area and is
always bringing the best out of

the students.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Things to be thankful for

Even during this trying time, there are things to
be thankful for. Be thankful for shelter, be thankful
for being warm, for having some food, be thankful
for health, and be thankful for being alive.
As of early last week, there was no Thanksgiving

for more than 9,100 people in Michigan because of
the virus.
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It’s Christmas Tree
Month in Michigan

It’s Christmas Tree Month in Michigan, and state of-
ficials are recognizing the economic, environmental
and social benefits of the Christmas tree industry.
“Real Michigan Christmas trees are an important tra-

dition for many families, whether you visit a Christmas
tree farm or a retail tree lot,” said Gary McDowell,
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment director.

“You not only get a fresh, fragrant, beautiful tree as
the centerpiece of your holiday decorations, but at
many locations you also get the experience of a variety
of activities like hayrides or sleigh rides, petting farms,
visits with Santa and more.”

Michigan’s integrated network of family farmers,
processors, wholesalers, and retailers work together to
ensure a quality product celebrated by millions
throughout the state and country.
It’s an industry that, like many others, has been chal-

lenged by the COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in imple-
mentation of safety measures to keep patrons safe while
still giving them a fresh, fragrant Michigan Christmas
tree to adorn their holidays.

Michigan ranks third in the nation for the number of
Christmas trees harvested, supplying about two million
fresh trees – with an annual net value of $30 to $40
million – to the national market each year. There are
more than 560 Christmas tree farms on a combined
37,000 acres in Michigan, ranging from large whole-
sale farms, to choose and cut farms, to small farms with
a few acres selling pre-cut trees.

“Michigan Christmas tree growers and sellers are
taking precautions this season due to the coronavirus
pandemic, to make sure visitors stay safe and healthy,”
said Amy Start, executive director of the Michigan
Christmas Tree Association.

“Key safety measures have been implemented to as-
sure the well-being of their customers and employees.
Visitors can help our agriculture community by follow-
ing on-farm safety protocols, wearing masks, social
distancing, washing their hands often, and staying
home if they are not feeling well.”

Michigan grows and sells more than nine major
Christmas tree species on a wholesale level, which is
more species than any other state.

The most popular types of Christmas trees available
in Michigan include: Scotch Pine, White Pine, Blue
Spruce, Black Hills Spruce, Balsam Fir, Concolor Fir,
Douglas Fir and Fraser Fir. In addition to Christmas
trees, the industry makes an additional $4.1 million in
the sales of wreaths, cut boughs, garland and other re-
lated items. 

Real Christmas trees are also a great environmental
choice. They grow on rocky soil typically unsuitable for
other crops. They provide extra woodland for animals,
create oxygen, and take carbon dioxide out of the air,
helping combat global warming. Christmas trees can
also be recycled.
For every Christmas tree harvested, Michigan grow-

ers plant three new trees for future harvests.
“The Friday right after Thanksgiving is the unofficial

start of Michigan’s Christmas tree season and most
farms are open through Christmas Eve,” said McDow-
ell. “I invite you to celebrate the season and to make a
fresh, fragrant, farm-grown Michigan Christmas tree
part of your holiday traditions.”

Visit www.MichiganFarmFun.com for a directory of
Michigan Christmas tree farms.

The Cass City High School Peer Mentors in col-
laboration with the Tuscola County Prevention and
Recovery Coalition are promoting a Red Ribbon
Campaign for safe and sober driving through the
holidays.

Each year, Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) launches the campaign to raise aware-
ness about the risks and consequences of impaired
driving. The Red Ribbon Campaign has been a
symbol of driving sober during the holiday season
for over three decades. The campaign will high-
light the motto, “Tie One on For Safety” to refer-
ence the red ribbons that symbolize the need for
safe and sober driving. The Cass City High School
Peer Mentors will share this message into the hol-
idays due to the months of celebration.

As part of the campaign, red ribbons will be
placed all over the community, including cars, and
public locations. Our red ribbon is a small but pow-
erful symbol of the wearer’s commitment to sober
driving, and helps keep the sober driving message
top of mind for all who see it.
* Never drive impaired or ride with an impaired
driver.
* Plan ahead if you’re going to be drinking or con-
suming cannabis or other drugs. Call a Uber or a
cab, arrange a designated driver, take public transit
or stay the night.
* Call 911 if you see a driver you suspect is im-
paired. For information on the signs of an impaired
driver and what to do, visit our Campaign
911 page. 
* Tie it! Put the ribbon on your car, your purse or
briefcase, your bike or your backpack to show your
commitment to sober driving.
* Wear it! Show your support by picking a day to
wear RED in honor of Project Red Ribbon.

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent commented,
“You can’t give back someone’s life after you take
it from killing them in a crash.  A small amount of
alcohol can affect your driving ability.  The price
you pay for taking that chance is great.” 

Contact Amy Cuthrell with any questions at
Acuthrell6@gmail.com or (989) 670-8238.   

**********      

This from our DNR:
Whether you’re at home or visiting a nearby nat-

ural area, wintertime provides plenty of opportu-
nities to observe birds across Michigan. Our open
lakes and rivers have turned into a cornucopia of
waterfowl and water bird activity. Northern
finches, sparrows and owls are descending upon
forests and suburbs, and woodlands and grasslands
provide winter cover and seeds for birds like the
dark-eyed junco, white-throated sparrow and
American tree sparrow.  
You can contribute to community science, too, by
joining a bird count this winter. With bird popula-
tions in decline since the 1960s, it is increasingly
important that scientists and land managers under-
stand all aspects of a bird’s life cycle. Winter bird
counts help scientists track bird movements, assess
bird population health and guide meaningful con-
servation action. There are a few ways to get in-
volved in a winter bird count near you:   

Participate in Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count 
The CBC is the longest running community sci-

ence bird census in North America. For more than
a century, birders and volunteers have braved
snow, wind and occasional rain to take part in this
early-winter bird census. Join a local count, which
will take place over a 24-hour period between Dec.
14 and Jan. 5. Explore the interactive CBC map to
join a Christmas Bird Count near you! 

Keep in mind that the COVID-19 pandemic will
affect CBC participation. Pending local restric-
tions, many counts will be done under the COVID-
19 guidelines sent to compilers, while others likely
could be canceled. See the map for current infor-
mation.  

**********      

Join a Winter FeederWatch Count
If you have a bird feeder visible from a window

at your home or office, you’re ready to participate
in a winter feeder survey, taking place now through
April 2021. Monitor your bird feeder as often as
you’d like. Participation is easy, and all age levels
and birding skills are welcome.  
* Register to volunteer for the Michigan Winter
Feeder Watch with Kalamazoo Nature Center. 
* Register to participate in Cornell’s Project Feed-
erWatch. Please note there is an annual participa-
tion fee of $15 for members or $18 for
nonmembers. 

MI Birds is a public outreach program presented
by Audubon Great Lakes and the DNR, aimed at
increasing all Michiganders’ engagement in the un-
derstanding, care and stewardship of the public
lands that are important for birds and local com-
munities. Follow along
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

“Be careful what you wish for” has been my mantra
ever since I read the short story, “The Monkey’s Paw.”
That story by W. W. Jacobs has haunted me since my

childhood. The story is about a family that was content
with their lives until a visitor tells them about the
power of the monkey’s paw. He said the paw could
give its owner three wishes, but you had to be very
careful what was wished for.

Of course, the family was intrigued. The father
wished for $200. The next day the family received
$200 as compensation for their son being killed in an
accident at work.

Because the mother was overcome with grief, she
wished on the paw for her son to return. However, it
wasn’t really the son she had known who returned. So,
the paw was used again to wish the monstrosity away.
There were many times in my life that I wished things

were different. Then, I would remember the Monkey’s
Paw and still my thoughts.

However, I have often written columns complaining
about how Thanksgiving is overshadowed by Christ-
mas’ commercialism. So, because of the Monkey’s
Paw, I can’t help but wonder if I had a small part in
what has happened.

Halloween and Thanksgiving are my two favorite
holidays. Halloween because you can dress up to be
anything you want to be. And, Thanksgiving is a sim-
ple holiday to be grateful for what you have.

Thanksgiving is a quiet, unassuming holiday to enjoy
family, friends, food, and to be thankful. The only
commercialism tied to it is buying turkeys and all of
the trimmings.

I have riled against store sales on Thanksgiving Day
because it should be spent with family, and/or friends.
And, of course, being thankful.

I feel even those without family or friends to spend
the day with should just relax enjoy the day and be
thankful for what they have — even if it isn’t a lot.
This is the first Thanksgiving I can remember without

mega sales going on to lure shoppers away from
spending time with family and/or friends. Not shop-
ping on that holiday has been my stance so workers
could also spend time with their families. It is a shame
it took an epic pandemic to do that.
I know it was difficult, but I applaud those who stayed

home to stay safe and keep others safe.

The holiday season can bring out a wide range of
emotions – the good, bad and the ugly.

You may feel overwhelmed planning gatherings,
stressed about time management, or feel exhausted
thinking about everything on your calendar. To top it
all off, add COVID-19 into the mix.
The tough challenges you may be dealing with during

the holidays may seem never ending, but there are still
many things to celebrate this holiday season.

The Thumb Community Health Partnership wants
you to celebrate so you don’t just survive the holidays,
but thrive this season.

Mental Health America (MHA), a national effort to
promote overall mental health, suggests a few holiday-

Don’t just survive -- thrive
during the holiday season

Editor,

I write this letter to carry on an annual tradition that
U.S. Navy (retired) Chief Dagmar Brown went every
year to the editor to note the importance of Dec. 7,
1941, and that it should be a national holiday.

As long as I can remember, she penned the letter to
the editor every year, as religiously as she walked the
Mackinac Bridge every Labor Day. Because it is not
yet established as a national holiday, it was business
as usual.

It was Dec. 7, 1941, that brought the United States
into World War II. Dec. 7 should be a national holiday

Dec. 7, 1941, should
be a national holiday

Please turn to page 10.

Please turn to page 10.
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Undersheriff Robert Baxter (pic-

tured above, right) recently accepted a check from John

Hunter, executive director of the Tuscola County Com-

munity Foundation. The William A. and Ruth Janks

Fund, one of many funds overseen by the foundation,

awarded the sheriff’s office a grant totaling $4,607 to

pay for two ballistic shields that the officers will have

available while on patrol. When the chance of gun fire

and heavily armed resistance is possible, policemen turn

to bulletproof ballistic shields, Baxter explained. He

noted the shields, which are hand-held and weigh 15 to

20 pounds, protect against weapon projectiles and items

that may be thrown towards or at officers. (Photo cour-

tesy of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department).

Early Christmas gift...

out redress.
That is when they took the issue to county officials.
During a recent meeting, Commissioner Kim Vaughan read a letter to

the board from a man who alleged wrongdoing by building codes per-
sonnel. However, after further study, it was determined the allegations
were not exactly as presented. So, nothing further was done.
But commissioners have been receiving an increasing number of com-

plaints from residents, contractors and local governments regarding
SCMCCI, and when commissioners pushed for more information, it
wasn’t immediately forthcoming.

During a virtual commissioners meeting, it was explained part of the
reason for the issues is the recent retirement of two key employees at
the SCMCCI office in Caro, along with waiting for two other inspectors
to get licensed, and some difficulty with managing an office so far from
the main office.

In response, commissioners asked county Controller-Administrator
Clayette Zechmeister to draft a request for quotes for building codes
services to be presented at the board’s Jan. 25 meeting.
The only cost benefit to the county is from the rent SCMCCI pays to

house their operations in part of a county-owned building, Commis-
sioner Dan Grimshaw pointed out several times.

“If it isn’t viable and there is no cost benefit to use or for the people,
then we may have to do something different,” he said.
It was also noted the agency’s rent has been reduced a couple of times

due to reduced income.
“We need to get out of the building codes business altogether. Let the

townships contract for that service themselves,” Grimshaw said, noting
some townships do that now. “Tuscola and Arbela townships have done
that for several years.”

However, Commissioner Kim Vaughan felt the townships in the dis-
trict wouldn’t want the burden of dealing with building code issues, and
he’s in favor of the county going back to operating building codes again
and to also get bids for services.
Grimshaw explained Vassar City and Vassar Township are each look-

ing at pulling out of SCMCCI.
Although commissioners approved exploring other avenues for build-

ing code services, that doesn’t necessarily mean they will end the
county’s contract with SCMCCI.
“We are exploring our options,” board Chairman Thom Bardwell said.

Continued from page one.

Complaints target building codes

Terri Falkenberg

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Under Michigan’s Department of
Education regulations, students
are not the only ones who have to

worry about getting a good grade.
The state also requires teachers

and administrators to be evaluated
and graded. The law requires each
school’s board of education and
each intermediate school district’s
board of education to conduct an
annual evaluation of administra-
tors’ job performance.

The Owen-Gage Board of Edu-
cation recently met that rule by
evaluating school Supt. Terri
Falkenberg.

Board members went into closed
session and, after 55 minutes of
discussion, returned to open ses-
sion and announced they have de-
termined Falkenberg to be “highly
effective” in her performance as
the district’s superintendent.

Highly effective is the highest
grade possible.

Falkenberg, who was hired as a
teacher in 1999, was named prin-
cipal in 2010. She became super-
intendent in 2015.

The evaluation process takes in
several factors and complicated
regulations. After reviewing an
administrator’s performance, a
school board assigns the adminis-
trator with a rating of: highly ef-
fective, effective, minimally
effective or ineffective.

O-G School chief gets top marks

Hospital fills
local patient
services post

Hills and Dales General Hospital
officials recently introduced the
Cass City hospital’s new vice
president of patient services,
Christie Bishop.

“Christie joins Hills and Dales
after most recently serving as the
director of Patient Care Services
at McLaren Bay Region,” said
Danielle Blaine, marketing direc-
tor at Hills and Dales. “She over-
saw the ER, CCU, cardiology and
nursing areas while in this role.

“Prior to
that, Christie
was the chief
nursing offi-
cer at
M c L a r e n
Thumb Re-
g i o n .
Christie has
years of
management
experience,
as well as ex-
perience with

working in a critical access hospi-
tal setting.”
As vice president of patient serv-

ices, Bishop will oversee the ER,
operating rooms and med/surg
units at Hills and Dales, as well as
the quality department and nutri-
tion services, according to Hills
and Dales President and CEO
Jean Anthony.

“Christie has excellent manage-
ment experience and was a great
candidate to fill this role for us,”
she said.
The current vice president of pa-

tient services, Jennifer TerBush,
will be retiring mid-December.

“Jennifer came to Hills and Dales
as the director of nursing in Octo-
ber of 2011 from Covenant’s man-
agement team,” Blaine noted.
“Not many years later, in 2014,
Jennifer was promoted to VP of
patient services. In this role, she
led the charge of many new
things; she was involved in EPIC
implementation, the swing bed
program development, and was
crucial in the 2017 renovation
project.”

In the coming days, Bishop will
be training with TerBush to learn
about the local hospital, Anthony
said. “We wish Jennifer all the
best in her retirement and look
forward to this transition in our
vice president role,” she added.

Christie Bishop
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Elected leaders’
silence deafening

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

The Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 8892 has awarded college
scholarships to two recent Cass
City High School graduates. Chris
Pawloski, the area Knights’ schol-
arship chairman, presents the
awards to Erin Zdrojewski, at-
tending Central Michigan Univer-
sity, and Chandler Pawlowski,
attending Saginaw Valley State
University.

Local spelling bee winners in
grades five and six were: Vaughn
Severance, first place; Alexandria
Tilt, second place; Lukas Sheri-
dan, third place; Olivia Graff,
fourth place; and Quentin Rick,
fifth place. Each of them received
a McDonald’s gift card and Cass
Theatre pass.

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

Sanilac County Victim Services
Unit member Karen Baranowski
was recently honored with the
Michigan Sheriff’s Association
2010 Victim Advocate of the Year
Award. Allegan County Sheriff
Blaine Koops, who serves as the
Victim Services Committee chair-
man, presented the award during
the Michigan Sheriff’s Associa-
tion Fall Training Conference.
“Karen has been a faithful advo-
cate to the citizens of Sanilac
County, being utilized on numer-
ous call-outs since joining the Vic-
tim Services Unit since it was
formed in 1997,” said Sanilac
County Sheriff Garry Biniecki.
Taylor Wells was among 15 Tus-

cola County youth who competed
in the 2010 Michigan State Horse
Show. Wells, a Caro area resident,
was named Grand Champion in
Gymkhana Showmanship.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

ITT Engineering and Drafting In-
stitute in Troy announces the ac-
ceptance of Brian C. Seeley into
the National Vocational Technical
Honor Society. Induction cere-
monies were held Tuesday, Dec.
12. Seeley is seeking a career in
the mechanical Computer Aided
Drafting field and will graduate in
March 1996. In addition to full
time college, he also works part
time with United Parcel Service in
Madison Heights, He is the son of
Roberta Seeley and the late
Charles (Buzz) Seeley. He gradu-
ated from Cass City High School
in 1994.

Terry L. Cleeton, son of Roger
and Janice Cleeton of Snover, has
been named to the dean’s list for
fall term at Northwood University,
Midland. To achieve dean’s list
recognition, students must earn a
3.0 grade point average on a 4.0
scale.

35 YEARS AGO (1985)

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Lowe of Cass
City are parents of twin sons, born
in Huron Memorial Hospital, Bad
Axe. Kevin James weighed five
pounds and 14 ounces and Kyle
Robert weighed seven pounds and
four ounces. They join a sister,
Kari, 2. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Butler of Cass City
and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lowe of
Snover.

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Merchant
left Nov.  23 for Florida where
they flew to watch Brewster
Shaw’s space flight. They spent
Thanksgiving with their daughter,
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Miracle at
Merritt Island and visited Mr. and
Mrs. Clinton Law at Sarasota.
They returned to Cass City Dec. 3.

Rev. Joe Robertson officiated at
the baptism Sunday in Trinity UM
Church of Jessica, daughter of
Bob and Bonnie Kozan, on her
first birthday. Also baptized was
Tina Ballard, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Steve Skripy. Steve and Tol-
lice Skripy were sponsors for Jes-
sica. A dinner at the church
followed for the families, Rev.
Robertson and family, Mrs. Eliza-
beth Skripy of Deford, Mr. and
Mrs. Ervin Walrod of Gagetown,
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Kozan and
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Kozan.
The Cass City Red Hawks rolled

past North Branch, 62-45, Friday

to remain undefeated in Thumb B
competition. Dave Miller led all
scorers with 23 points and Mike
Kelley added 17.

40 YEARS AGO (1980)

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ball enter-
tained relatives at dinner Sunday
following the baptism of their
children in Salem UM Church and
also to celebrate the sixth birthday
of their son Donald. Guests were
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Parker and
children of Caro, Mr. and Mrs.
Wesley Ball and children of
Reese, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne
Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Hunt
and children and Mrs. Grant Ball.

Rev. Eldred Kelley officiated at
the baptism of four children dur-
ing the worship service in Salem
UM Church Sunday. They were
Matthew Louis Wright, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Bradley Wright of Bay
City, Adam Joseph Lalko, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lalko and
Donald and Douglas Ball, sons of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ball.

Matthew Louis Wright, son of
Bradley and Pain Wright of Bay
City, was baptized by Rev. Eldred
Kelley at Salem United Methodist
Church Sunday, Dec. 7. Mr. and
Mrs. Louis Verduyn of Bay City
and Mr. and Mrs. Charles W.
Wright are the grandparents of
Matthew.

The top salesmen in the Cass
City Intermediate School popcorn
and salt and pepper shaker sale
were Barry Brown, $157; Mark
Gracey, $119, and Deb Mclntosh,
$115. A total of $2,300-2,500 was
raised, with proceeds being used
by the student council for various
projects, including a new gym
scoreboard, already installed. Top
salesmen received cash prizes.

C. Edward Fox has been pro-
moted from lieutenant colonel to
colonel in the U.S. Air Force. His
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Ronald
Fox of Cass City. Fox has been in
the Air Force almost 22 years and
is assigned to the Tactical Air
Command at Luke Air Force
Base, outside Phoenix, Ariz. He
and his wife Greta have two chil-
dren, Lisa and Julie.

50 YEARS AGO (1970)  

The most unusual deer shot in
the Cass City area this season was
downed by Mrs. Gerald Curtis of
Deford. It was a Spikehorn doe.
The doe horns were in the velvet
stage and the kill was confirmed
by the Department of Natural Re-
sources. Posing with the animal
are Gerald Curtis and Donovan.

In the Thumb of Michigan the
creamery business has been
steadily declining in most com-
munities as companies turned to
more economical production areas
for products. In Cass City the
giant Nestles plant closed, later to
be followed by Freiburger Cream-
ery. A year or so ago Nestles
slashed operations at its plant in
Ubly. Spokesmen cited regula-
tions, red tape or cost of milk as
reasons for quitting business here.
A bright exception to the rule in
Cass City is Wesley Milk Com-
pany, now a division of giant Bor-
man Foods, Inc. For quietly,
without fanfare, Wesley’s has
been steadily expanding in Cass
City.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Roger
Root, Nov. 25 in Huron Memorial
Hospital at Bad Axe, a seven-
pound, four and a half ounce son,
Roger Charles. He joins a four-
year-old sister, Barbara, at home.
Mrs. Root and baby returned to
their home Saturday from the hos-
pital.

Tuscola County Farm Bureau
President David C. Loomis of
Cass City called his first county
Farm Bureau Board meeting to
order recently, taking the gavel
from Gerald Hicks of Deford.

Mrs. Lila Arroyo was named to
head the Cass City Band Boosters
for 1970-71 in a meeting held
Monday, Nov. 23, at Cass City
High School. She will be assisted
by Mrs. Iris Tuckey, vice-presi-
dent; Mrs. Janet LaPeer, secretary,
and Mrs. Violet Wills, treasurer.
Band Director James Kot told of
the progress of the school’s band

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel recently joined attorneys general represent-
ing 43 states, the District of Columbia and five U.S. territories in urging Congress to
extend the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economy (CARES) Act funding beyond the
deadline of Dec. 30.

It’s a shame that request had to be made.
Over the past few weeks, the number of cases of COVID-19 has skyrocketed across

Michigan and the nation, hospital Covid units are nearing or exceeding their capacities,
and the economic toll on communities small and large continues to mount again.

In Washington, D.C., our elected leadership has been silent on the pandemic for
weeks, deadlocked on how much money should go into the next relief package and,
apparently, focusing instead on the results of a general election that unseated an in-
cumbent Republican president who insists the election was rigged.
I don’t doubt there are legitimate issues to consider after the 2020 vote about the se-

curity of mail-in ballots and the process of counting votes, but the search for evidence
of widespread voter fraud has fallen flat.

President Donald Trump’s own (now former) director of the Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agency, Chris Krebs, called the Nov. 3 election the most secure
in American history, and his attorney general has said, on the record, there is no evi-
dence of widespread fraud.
And courts across the nation, including three in Michigan, have now tossed out more

than 30 legal challenges related to the election, most of them filed by legal teams rep-
resenting the president and/or the Republic Party.

In each case, the judges have repeated similar messages: calling an election rigged,
without evidence, doesn’t make it so.

But I digress.
Congress, meanwhile, remains focused on Senate run-off elections in Georgia next

month that will determine which party will have the upper hand.
That has left state and local leaders pleading for additional financial resources at the

federal level as they place new or extend restrictions on some businesses across the
country in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19 – restrictions that are costing
local economies dearly.
Congress initially passed the CARES Act last March, providing more than $2 trillion

in economic stimulus to state and local governments in an effort to combat the impacts
of the pandemic. One of the restrictions placed on the funding, however, limited the
money’s use to expenses incurred between March 1 and Dec. 30, 2020.

“Given the current status of the pandemic, that assistance will be needed well into
the new year,” the attorneys general point out in their recent letter to congressional
leaders.

“As the pandemic continues to set record infections, states and local communities
will continue to incur COVID-related expenses next year. By extending the deadline,
communities nationwide will be able to be more strategic with the use of CARES Act
funds.”
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s repeated requests for federal help have been ig-

nored, prompting her to send a letter to the state’s legislative leaders, asking for a $100
million state-based stimulus package.
State lawmakers, many of whom appear to have put more time and effort into fighting

the governor’s pandemic-related executive orders than coming up with their own com-
prehensive plan to address COVID-19, were scheduled to return to Lansing from their
vacation early last week.

Here’s to hoping they – and their peers in Washington – will take a vacation from
politics and conspiracy theories and get down to the business of fulfilling their obli-
gations to the people who elected them.

and explained that about 40 new
uniforms are needed. It was an-
nounced that the Christmas con-
cert will be held Dec. 16 when the
Junior and Senior bands and the
choir will perform. Following the
business session, the sixth grade
band played. It was the final meet-
ing conducted by retiring presi-
dent, Mrs. Lenore Field.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)

Lt. Wm. J. Toner has retired from
the Detroit Fire department after a
25-year service. He entered the
department in December, 1920,
and has served under a number of
well known fire chiefs. He has
seen the city and its fire depart-
ment double in the last quarter
century. At the time he retired he
was stationed with Engine 55 at
Joy Rd. and Ashton Ave. He has
been on furlough the past month.
The Toner family live on R. R.
No. 3, Cass City. Mr. Toner was
born on a farm near Kinde and is
the son of the late Charles and
Emma Humphrey Toner. He mar-
ried Edith McCleary in Detroit.
They have nine children living
and one dead. A daughter was
born Nov. 17.
The Cass City High School foot-

ball team elected Bob Foy as cap-
tain and Wilbur Silvernail as most
valuable player for the 1945 sea-
son.
Harold R. Crane, S 1/c, and Mrs.

Crane have received the honor-
able discharge papers for “Gin-
ger,” the dog with which Harold
has patrolled the coast at Patuxi-
tent River, Maryland, for the past
two years. The dog arrived here
last week and is making his home
at the James Crane farm until his
master receives big discharge.
Harold is now at Curtis Bay,
Maryland, where Mrs. Crane also
joined him last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Tesho wel-
comed a little son into their family
when Garry Thomas arrived Dec.
5. Mother and baby are in the
Morris hospital and expect to go
to their home during the weekend. 

The annual Christmas party of
the Gagetown Grange was held on
Tuesday evening of last week at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Clara. Mrs. Mose Karr, the lec-
turer of the Grange, presented a
program of songs and readings.
The songs, “The Christ Child” and
“Away in the Manger” was given
by the grandchildren of the mem-
bers. An exchange of gifts was su-
pervised by Santa. At the close a
two-course potluck supper was
served. Mr. and Mrs. Basil Quick
of Aimer Grange were guests. The
January meeting of the Grange
will be held January 2 at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. John Doerr.

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Under a new law, people using
sleighs must see that they “track’
the same as wheeled vehicles. The
law goes in effect January 1st, and
is designed to help keep the high-
ways of the state open to all kinds
of traffic. Heretofore sleigh-run-
ners have made a track of their
own, which wheeled vehicles
could not follow. Present indica-
tions are that there will be little
need for widening sleighs this
winter, but it will be well to be
prepared. 
James E. Doerr recently received

a medal from the U.S. Marine
Corps headquarters at Washington
in recognition of good conduct
while in the service of his country.
The message accompanying the
medal was dated at Washington,
D.C. on Sept. 28, 1920, signed by
F. A. Barber, Major of the U.S.
Marine Corps, and read as fol-
lows: “Sergeant James E. Doerr,
U.S. M.C., being distinguished for
obedience, sobriety, industry,
courage, cleanliness and profi-
ciency and having been duly rec-
ommended is, in accordance with
U.S. Navy Regulations and by di-
rection of the Major General
Commandant awarded a medal for
good conduct during his first en-
listment from Oct. 1, 1917 to July
14, 1919.” This is the third medal,
Mr. Doerr has received commend-
ing his military record. 

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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THE CASS City Chamber of Commerce erected its

Christmas tree at Rotary Park Friday with the help

of D/Services of Cass City. Pictured above decorat-

ing are Stacy

and Justin An-

thes, Amy Pe-

ters and Kevven

Dorland. A bulb

was created for

each chamber

business mem-

ber, and project

was sponsored

by Cass City

Hardware, CLS

Management,

D/S Services

and Thumb

Bank and Trust.

PAGE SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020

Wishing you  
a healthy & 
safe holiday 
season. 
Visit us at hdghmi.org  
to see all of the providers 
available for your care.

4675 Hill St, Cass City | 989-872-2121
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Decking the halls...

Unique Santa art 
Ball’s specialty

2,459 and counting for Cass City artist

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Ever since Barb Ball was old
enough to hold a crayon in her
hand, making marks on paper, she
knew artwork would be in her fu-
ture.

“I always wanted to be an artist
and I wanted to be an art teacher.
I’ve always been interested in
doing something creative,” the
Cass City resident commented. “I
loved working on coloring books
and have always loved to paint.”

Although she took art classes
while attending Cass City High
School, she is basically self-
taught.

“I got married and had a family
instead,” added Ball, who with her
husband, Don, has two sons and
seven grandchildren.

Even though she didn’t follow
her dream of being an art teacher,
she turned her passion for art into
a specialty — painting Santas.
Ball has painted 2,459 Santas —

and counting. Most of her Santas
are painted on pieces of driftwood
from Caseville’s beach. Her sister,
who has a cottage in Caseville,
collects driftwood for her.

“My sister gave me a piece of
driftwood and told me to paint it,
and I did. That was back in 1998.

I’ve been painting Santas on drift-
wood ever since,” she noted.
She has also been given pieces of

driftwood from places where peo-
ple have walked on the beach
while vacationing.

Each of her Santa’s are different
and unique because the shape of
driftwood dictates the design of
the painting, and each piece of
driftwood is unique in texture and
weight. Some of the tiny pieces
can be heavy and some of the big-
ger ones, light.
Normally, about this time of year,

she takes her art collection to the
Holly Berry Craft Show, but that
show, like most others, was can-
celed this year due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

“I love Santas. The reason I
started painting Santas was that I
wanted to collect them, but most
of the ones I found looked so sad.
They were not jolly at all. They
didn’t look like the happy Santas
that I wanted to collect. That is
one of the reasons I started paint-
ing my own,” she said.

“I wanted Santas that have a
twinkle in their eye, rosy red
cheeks, and a nose like a cherry —
Like the story, the ‘Night before
Christmas’ said he looked like.”

Ball, who uses acrylic paint on
her driftwood pieces, noted it is
the eyes on her Santas that most
people comment on.
Although her main focus is paint-

ing Santas, she does canvas paint-
ings as well. “I will paint on any
kind of a surface that will hold
paint,” she said. “I have even
painted on a dry cactus leaf.”

Ball has also branched out this
year, painting gnomes and snow-
men.

Aside from creating pieces for
her own enjoyment and to sell,
Ball has shared her talent with the
Cass City community — She
painted the farm scene featured on
the playscape in town.

Area residents can see more of
her work by logging onto Ball’s
Facebook page, or by contacting
her at (989) 872-3807.

CASS CITY’S Barb Ball typically spends about three hours in her craft

room, doing what she loves best — painting Santas on driftwood. She

has painted 2,459 Santas, and counting.

HER SEARCH to find “happy” Santas to collect turned into a hobby

for Barb Ball. She mostly paints Santas on driftwood, but she has also

painted gnomes and snowmen.

ASIDE FROM painting
Santas on pieces of drift-
wood from Caseville
Beach, she also utilizes
canvas for some of her
creations.
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Best Wishes for a Safe and Successful Season from your Friends at

Serving the entire Upper Thumb with quality Cellular, Broadband, and Computer Sales & Service
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MARK AND Patricia Hansen, who established the Deford Dazzlers 4-H Club

and Rocketry Team a decade ago, last week announced the club is disbanding

permanently. The Hansens are pictured above (Mark in back, third from left,

and Patricia far right), working with their students early this year as they pre-

pared for their first planned appearance in the Battle of the Rockets competi-

tion in Culpeper, Va.

Bids benefit free kids’ books
TUSCOLA COUNTY – Area residents can help support Great Start
Tuscola’s Imagination Library – which provide free hundreds of free
books for the county’s youngsters each year – by participating in an on-
line auction now underway.

“Sadly, due to COVID-19, Great Start Tuscola was forced to cancel
our annual Imagination Library fundraiser scheduled for this year,” said
Rachael Koepf, Great Start Tuscola director.

However, Koepf added, “Due to our generous local donors, we have
several wonderful items to be auctioned off to support the 1,800 chil-
dren receiving books each month in Tuscola County. The yearly cost
for the purchase and mailing of these books is over $54,000. We are
able to pay this invoice each year because of the unwavering support
of this community.”
Residents can support early literacy in Tuscola County by placing bids

during an online auction at www.kaauction.com until Monday, Dec. 14.
Purchased items will be delivered at no cost.

More information is available by emailing
greatstarttuscola@gmail.com or by calling (989) 912-9806.

Kingston’s book fair is still on
KINGSTON – there are still a few days to take advantage of the
Kingston Community Schools Book Fair, which continues through Sun-
day, Dec. 13.

Organized by the Jacquelin E. Opperman Memorial Library and
Kingston Junior-Senior High School, the fair is a virtual event that can
be accessed online at www.athomebookfairs.com (enter the Zip Code
48741).

Proceed from the book fair go to benefit the Kingston Community
Schools.

Photo contest deadline Dec. 30
THUMB — State Rep. Phil Green’s fall photo contest is still going on.
Photos should be submitted by Wednesday, Dec. 30.
The winners will be selected in early January, and the winning photos

will be displayed in Green’s office in Lansing.
The contest centers around the seasonal theme Fall Fun in the Thumb.

Winners will be chosen in the following four categories: fall harvest,
foliage and wildlife, family fun, and fall décor.

Photos can be submitted to RepPhilGreen@house.mi.gov or mailed
to S-1188 House Office Building, P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, MI 48909.
All submissions should include the name, address and contact informa-
tion of the individual entering the contest, as well as where the photo
was taken within Huron and Tuscola counties.

More information is available by emailing Green’s office at Rep-
PhilGreen@house.mi.gov or by calling (517) 373-0476.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Hansens: Deford Dazzlers closed 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A decision to temporarily sus-
pend the Deford Dazzlers 4-H
Club and Rocketry Team – an-
nounced over the summer – is
now permanent, according to club
mentors Mark and Patricia
Hansen, whose students made
multiple appearances in national
rocketry competitions during the
club’s decade-long existence.

The Hansens made the an-
nouncement last week on the 4-H
club’s Facebook page.

“It is with great sadness that we
announce the closure of the De-
ford Dazzlers 4-H STEM Club
and competitive rocketry team,”
they wrote.

“This was not an easy decision
for us to make. Due to changes in
work situations, the beginning of
transitioning our future residency
to Huntsville, Ala., to be near our
grandsons as well as pursue per-
sonal goals working on the educa-
tion outreach and competition
organization side of the aerospace
industry, we will not have the time
nor the consistent in-state pres-
ence to run a club and team in the
upcoming years as well as meet 4-
H requirements in order to main-
tain sponsorship.

“We are disappointed to be end-
ing our time with the organization,
and will deeply miss our stu-
dents,” the Hansens said. “But we
are also excited to be able to spend
more time with our grandchildren,
as well as assist with NAR (Na-
tional Association of Rocketry)
events, mentor at the university
level, potentially compete at
NARAM (National Association of
Rocketry Annual Meet), and work
at the International Rocketry En-
gineering Competition at Space-
port, USA.
“We wish all our alumni the very,

very best. We have been so privi-
leged, so proud to be your men-
tors. These memories and
experiences will last a lifetime.”

The Hansens in August an-
nounced plans to temporarily dis-
band the club due to issues related
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Covid has taken its toll on youth

programs and education around
the U.S.A., and 4-H is no excep-
tion,” Mark Hansen said at the

time. “No in-person instruction
will be allowed to take place for
the remainder of the year, which
forces us to scrap all of our STEM
(science, technology, engineering
and mathematics) education and
rocketry plans.
“We have loved working with all

of you. We are so proud of every
Dazzler alumnus. You have given
us, for sure, more than we have
given you.”

Many achievements

The Hansens established the
model rocket team in 2010-11, a
year after forming the Deford 4-H
STEM club. The couple selected
the club’s oldest members who
met age and grade requirements,
and the team made its first attempt
to qualify for the TARC (The
American Rocketry Challenge)
Finals, which are held annually in
The Plains, Va.  Unfortunately,
they failed to qualify among the
top 100 teams vying for a spot.

TARC is the world’s largest
rocket contest, with nearly 5,000
students nationwide competing
each year.

However, the team from Deford
qualified the next year, coming
home with a 10th-place finish and
receiving an invitation to serve as
special speakers at a 4-H STEM
conference at Michigan State Uni-
versity.

The Dazzlers went on to qualify
for the TARC National Finals in
each of the next four years, finish-
ing in 14th place in 2013, and in
38th and 36th place in 2014 and
2015, respectively. The team also
finished in third place in the
TARC Engineering Presentation
Competition in 2014 before win-

ning the same competition out-
right in 2015.
A year later, the Deford Dazzlers

was named one of the best student
model rocket teams in the country
following its impressive second-
place finish at the TARC National
Finals, which also qualified the
team for a coveted spot in the
2016-17 NASA Student Launch
event.

“The team took a year off from
TARC for ‘student launch’ and
successfully completed the eight-
month engineering program,”
Hansen noted. “Students spent
nearly a week in Huntsville, Ala.,
for aerospace education, science
fair, touring RedStone Arsenal
Base and Marshall Space Flight
Center, and participating in the
launch event.”
The Dazzlers were the only team

from Michigan chosen to take part
in the 2017 NASA Student
Launch, which offers middle
school to college-aged students a
chance to design, build and launch
high-powered, reusable rockets to
one-mile-above ground level. In-
terested teams are required to sub-
mit a proposal for comprehensive
review by NASA subject matter
experts. Teams are then chosen to
participate based on detailed out-
lines of their rockets, its recovery
systems, payloads, safety and ed-
ucational engagement plans.

In 2018, the Dazzlers returned
home from the TARC National Fi-
nals without a top-25 finish, but
the Tuscola County youths did
their hometown proud just the
same. The team claimed first
place in the 2018 TARC Presenta-
tion Contest, and Mark Hansen
was honored as the Outstanding
Mentor of the Year.
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themed tips and practical strategies to help you thrive during this unusual holiday season.
First and foremost, identify how you’re feeling. Take some time to sort through your

emotions in whatever way is most productive for you. You can journal, talk to a friend, or
just go for a walk. Second, don’t romanticize your typical holiday plans. Even though you
may be giving up some of your favorite things about the holidays this year, you’re probably
leaving some stressors behind too.
Last, always practice gratitude. Make a conscious effort to regularly identify things that

you are thankful for.
For more ideas on how to “thrive” this holiday season, please visit

www.Facebook/ThumbHealth.

Kari White, program coordinator
Thumb Community Health Partnership

like Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Christmas and others.
Many lives were lost on that day. Life for the United States of America was changed in

so many ways. Our nation rallied behind our troops, and everyone was involved in World
War II, whether abroad or at home. Our factories were converted to making supplies and
equipment, helping the war effort. Everyone did their part.
Please let us never forget Dec. 7, 1941, as this day should be a day we never forget.
God bless America.

Respectfully,

Mark D. Zmierski
NCCS-USN retired
Tuscola County Veterans Affairs
Caro

Continued from page 3.

Thrive during holiday season

Dec. 7, 1941, should be a holiday

Obituaries
Robert Howard 

Robert John Howard, 64, of Cass City, our loyal and hardworking husband, dad, grand-
father, son, brother, uncle and friend passed away on Thursday, December 3, 2020 at
Covenant – Cooper in Saginaw.

Bob was born in Sandusky November 20, 1956, the son of Richard and Hazel (Smith)
Howard. 

He was a graduate of Deckerville High School and went on to
attend Port Huron School of Business. 

Through mutual friends, Bob happened to meet the for-
mer Tanya (Rolston) Vincent. They dated, fell in love,
and were united in marriage on August 8, 2008. 
Throughout life, Bob was known for his love for his

family, and love for living off the land. He enjoyed
tending to his garden, cutting wood for his wood
stove and kept busy on his hobby farm, where he
raised cows and pigs. Bob was employed as a Grain
Merchant with Michigan Agricultural Commodities
and was looking forward to his retirement in February
of 2021.

Bob leaves to carry on his legacy, his wife, Tanya
Howard and children, Bonnie Melnik, Steve (Autumn)
Howard, Jenny Howard, Anna Howard, Stephanie (Bob)
Ross, Kimberly Vincent and Timothy Vincent (Kimberly
Proctor).  He was the most loving and supportive Grandpa Bob
and Papa of Alyssa, Carter, Markus, Zoe, Jack, Andy, Trinity, Bobby,
Alex, Addyson, Avery, Wesley, Waylon, Patrick, Sean and Darby.  Bob will forever be
missed by his mother, Hazel Howard; siblings, Lee (Janice) Smith, Betty Mogielski, Ar-
lene (Dave) Berger and Frank Howard; along with many in-laws, nieces, nephews and
friends. 
Bob was preceded in death by his father, Richard Howard.
A Life Celebration will be held in the Summer of 2021. 
Memorial contributions may be directed to the wishes of the family c/o Tanya Howard

via Skorupski Family Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 821 N. Pine Rd., Essexville,
MI 48732.   
Contributions will be utilized toward an educational fund for Bob’s grandchildren, who

were the lights of his life. Expressions of sympathy may be shared with the family online
at www.skorupskis.com.

Helen Ramsey

Helen Marian Anderson Ramsey, 89, of Cass City died November 23, 2020 from COVID-
19. She was born March 7, 1931 in Windsor, Ontario. Her husband, Charles “Ed” Ramsey,
her parents, Charles and Julia Anderson her brothers Gerald,
Edwin, Bob, Raymond, and sister June Wilgus preceded her. 

She is survived by her son Chuck (Jill) Ramsey of Las
Vegas, and daughter Ann (Chuch) Keiser of Cass City, her
brother Don (Margaret) Anderson of Livonia, grandsons
Chuck and Chad (Lauren) and two great-grandchildren. 
A graduate of Hamtramck High School, Helen worked

for her Aunt who owned a travel agency, Joan Ander-
son Travel Inc. It was located in the Detroit’s Penob-
scot building. Working for the agency gave her the
opportunity to travel many parts of the world. Helen
married Ed May 2, 1953. Immediately after their wed-
ding reception they went to pay for lumber for the home
they then built. Helen was not afraid of hard work. 

Family and friends were always around to give them a
hand. They built four more homes together while raising
two children before retiring to Cass City and their farm. They
enjoyed gardening and entertaining family and friends were al-
ways welcome. There were many holidays and family celebrations with lots of great food
prepared by her. She was especially known for her pierogis, cabbage rolls, apple pies and
exceptional hospitality to all. 
Helen became a United States citizen on the fateful 9/11. After Ed died she moved to the

Northwood Lake Condo’s for many years. Her last year was spent in Northwood Mead-
ows, where she felt thoroughly at home with old and new friends. 
A private service is planned.  

tel emphasized that the decision to do so is entirely up to families, as school officials
will continue to offer virtual instruction.

Positivity rates climb

While positive COVID-19 test rates averaged 13.4 percent statewide last week, the
numbers in some Thumb counties far exceeded that figure. Tuscola County’s climbed
to about 19.7 percent, while Sanilac County reported a positivity rate of 16.7 percent
and Huron County, 13.1 percent.
During the week-long period that ended Monday, the number of confirmed COVID-

19 cases in the upper Thumb counties increased by a combined 736.
The sheer number of cases has local health officials struggling to keep up.
“In the last two weeks, Sanilac County has averaged over 200 cases weekly,” Bryant

Wilke, health officer for the Sanilac County Health Department, reported Friday. “This
week alone, we have had five fatalities for a total of 18. “Our case count is changing
and rapidly increasing.
“Masking, social distancing and hand-washing are the only protective techniques we

have right now to reduce the spread. Even if you acquired COVID-19 while wearing
a mask, you are lowering your risk because you are exposed to a lesser amount of the
virus than without a mask,” Wilke said.

“We all need to bring our community together to knock down the spread and stop
unnecessary illness and death.”

Ann Hepfer, health officer for the Tuscola and Huron county health departments,
echoed those comments.

“Many people believe that we cannot beat this, but I am an optimist. I know that as
a community we are stronger than this virus,” she said. “We know what steps to take
to reduce our chances of being infected, and then spreading it to others. It’s pretty
easy, and the science supports wearing a mask, social distancing, washing your hands
and isolation and quarantine those that have potential of spreading the virus.

“Our most vulnerable residents in our community are counting on all of us to stop
the spread of this infection.”
Hepfer reported Friday that Tuscola County had averaged more than 260 Covid tests

a day over the previous seven days – including tests administered by the health de-
partment, clinics and hospitals — with nearly 20 percent of subjects testing positive.
“The rate of positivity has not changed much in the past three weeks,” she noted.

“Huron’s seven-day average of positive tests is running at 16 percent for the past
seven days, up from 14 percent over the past three weeks, (with an) average 142 tests
a day.
“The regional hospitals continue to struggle to keep up with ICU admits for COVID-

19. Our local hospitals are also treating COVID19 patients,” Hepfer added.
Likewise, local health department officials are being pushed to their limits.
“Both (Tuscola and Huron) health departments are managing this infection with just

about the same number of staffs we normally have,” Hepfer said.
“Almost all of our staff have been moved from their regular jobs to the front line and

are now working on contact tracing, case investigations, tracking, stats, gearing up
for COVID19 vaccinations, conducting flu vaccinations, assisting those in the greatest
of need in finding local resources for food, assisting with Medicaid applications, con-
ducting testing in Tuscola and assisting with testing in Huron — the list of unmet
needs is very long.”

The good news, she noted, is that officials have not seen any surge in seasonal flu
activity yet.
“We have not seen any surges in seasonal flu yet. Seasonal flu normally does not re-

sult in widespread community infection until Mid-January and February,” Hepfer ex-
plained. “We all know that 2020 has been a rather odd year — let’s hope and pray that
influenza does not occur at all.
“There is still time to get that flu vaccination; the local pharmacies, your local physi-

cian and health department have plenty of vaccine for everyone who still desires a
vaccination.”

The latest numbers

Michigan health officials reported the second highest single-day increase in additional
COVID-19 cases — 8,689 new cases for a total of 389,032 – Friday afternoon. The
highest number of new daily cases was set Nov. 20 at 9,779 cases.
The number of Michigan residents hospitalized with confirmed or probable COVID-

19 cases decreased slightly for the fourth consecutive day on Friday to 4,113, which
is 37 fewer than Thursday’s total. Of those, 3,764 patients are confirmed COVID-19
cases, which is 29 fewer than Thursday.
The number of COVID-19 patients in intensive care and on ventilators both increased

Friday statewide, when Michigan hospitals were treating 855 coronavirus patients in
ICUs, with 513 patients on ventilators.

Monday’s statewide total confirmed cases reached 404,386, with a total of 9,947
deaths – that’s an increase of 43,937 cases and 813 more deaths compared to a week
ago, when the totals were 360,449 cases and 9,134 deaths. State health officials esti-
mate roughly 197,750 Covid patients have recovered statewide to-date.
In the Thumb, between Monday, Nov. 30, and Monday, Dec. 7, the number of com-

bined confirmed cases in Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties increased by 736 –
from 3,070 to 3,806 — with the three counties’ combined death toll increasing by 19
to 103 fatalities.
According to the latest data (Monday afternoon), Tuscola County has now recorded

1,838 confirmed cases, an increase of 235 cases compared to a week before, and 64
deaths (an increase of 10).
In Huron County, meanwhile, there are 896 confirmed cases (an increase of 230 from

a week earlier), with 16 deaths (an increase of one), and Sanilac County has a total of
1,072 confirmed cases, up from 801 cases a week earlier, and 23 deaths (an increase
of eight).

The latest statistics available in the Chronicle’s coverage area (as of Thursday) re-
vealed 213 confirmed cases, up from 181 cases a week earlier, in the Cass City zip
code. State officials are reporting 79 recoveries in this area.
The only county zip codes reporting higher numbers of cases are Caro (402 – an in-

crease of 69 cases over the previous week), and Vassar (276 cases – an increase of 36
cases).

Over the same week-long period, there was an increase of seven active cases (for a
total of 99) in the Unionville zip code, where there have been 52 recoveries; Deford
has 39 (an increase of 15) cases and 13 recoveries; Gagetown, eight cases (no change)
and four recoveries; Kingston has 60 cases (up from 50) and 26 recoveries; Ubly has
39 cases (an increase of 17) and 16 recoveries; and Owendale, 15 cases (an increase
of two) and one recovery.

Covid rules in place for
12 more days across state

Continued from page one.



plat thereof, recorded in Liber
1, Page 65 now being Page
15B of Plats, Tuscola County
Records.
Common street address (if
any): 3312 River St, Kingston,
MI 48741-9701
The redemption period shall be
6 months from the date of such
sale, unless determined aban-
doned in accordance with MCL
600.3241a; or, if the subject
real property is used for agri-
cultural purposes as defined by
MCL 600.3240(16).
If the property is sold at fore-
closure sale under Chapter 32
of the Revised Judicature Act
of 1961, pursuant to MCL
600.3278 the borrower will be
held responsible to the person
who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale or to
the mortgage holder for dam-
aging the property during the
redemption period.
Attention homeowner: If you
are a military service member
on active duty, if your period of
active duty has concluded less
than 90 days ago, or if you
have been ordered to active
duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing
the mortgage at the telephone
number stated in this notice.
This notice is from a debt col-
lector.
Date of notice: November 25,
2020
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern Hwy,
Suite 145
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 642-2515
1425140

11-25-4

Notice of Foreclosure by Ad-
vertisement Notice is given
under section 3212 of the re-
vised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212,
that the following mortgage
will be foreclosed by a sale of
the mortgaged premises, or
some part of them, at a public
auction sale to the highest bid-
der for cash or cashier's check
at the place of holding the Cir-
cuit Court in Tuscola County,
starting promptly at 10:00 AM,
on January 14, 2021. The
amount due on the mortgage
may be greater on the day of
the sale. Placing the highest bid
at the sale does not automati-
cally entitle the purchaser to
free and clear ownership of the
property. A potential purchaser
is encouraged to contact the
county register of deeds office
or a title insurance company,
either of which may charge a
fee for this information.
Name(s) of the mortgagor(s):
Grace Davis, a Single Woman
Original Mortgagee: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-

redemption period.
Attention homeowner: If you
are a military service mem-
ber on active duty, if your pe-
riod of active duty has
concluded less than 90 days
ago, or if you have been or-
dered to active duty, please
contact the attorney for the
party foreclosing the mort-
gage at the telephone number
stated in this notice.

This notice is from a debt
collector.
Date of notice: November
25, 2020
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern Hwy,
Suite 145
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 642-2515
1425392

11-25-4

Notice of Foreclosure by Ad-
vertisement
Notice is given under section
3212 of the revised judica-
ture act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.3212, that the
following mortgage will be
foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some
part of them, at a public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder
for cash or cashier's check at
the place of holding the cir-
cuit court in Tuscola County,
starting promptly at 10:00
AM, on January 14, 2021.
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the
day of sale. Placing the high-
est bid at the sale does not
automatically entitle the pur-
chaser to free and clear own-
ership of the property. A
potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county
register of deeds office or a
title insurance company, ei-
ther of which may charge a
fee for this information:
Name(s) of the mortgagor(s):
Rudyard K. Fay, a single man
Original Mortgagee: Finan-
cial Freedom Senior Funding
Corporation, a subsidiary of
Indy Mac Ban k, F.S.B.
Foreclosing Assignee (if
any): Bank of New York
Mellon Trust Company, N.A.
as Trustee for Mortgage As-
sets Management Series I
Trust
Date of Mortgage: March 12,
2005
Date of Mortgage Recording:
April 20, 2006
Amount claimed due on date
of notice: $114,145.14
Description of the mortgaged
premises: Situated in Village
of Kingston, Tuscola County,
Michigan, and described as:
Lot 3, Block D, Legg's Addi-
tion to the Village of
Kingston, according to the
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CLASSIFIEDS
Transit  (nonbusi-
ness) rates, 10
words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  ad-
ditional words 15
cents each.  Three
weeks for the price
of 2-cash rate.
Save money by en-
closing cash with
mail orders.  Rates
for display want
ads on application.

General Merchandise

Facilities For Rent
VFW HALL - weddings,
parties, funeral, dinners.
Please call 989-872-4933.

4-2-22-tf

• Central A/C

• Gas & Oil Furnaces

• Mobile Home Furnace

•Sales & Service

HEATING

and

AIR

CONDITIONING

Paul L. Brown

Owner

State Licensed

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL

989-872-2734
8-5-3-tf

Ken Martin

Electric, Inc.
Homes - Farms

Commercial

Industrial

STATE LICENSED

Phone 872-4114
4180 Hurds Corner Rd.

8-8-10-tf

SALT FREE iron conditioners
and water softeners, 24,000
grain, $750. In-home service
on all brands.  Credit cards ac-
cepted.  Call Paul’s Pump Re-
pair, 673-4850 or
800-745-4851 for free analysis.

8-9-25-tf
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Chronicle Classifieds Get Results
Call 872-2010 or 

e-mail: sales@ccchronicle.net 
to place your ad here. 

Real Estate for Sale

Real Estate For Rent

CASS CITY Apartments,
an elderly community (el-
derly being defined as 62
years of age or older; dis-
abled regardless of age) lo-
cated in Cass City, MI is
currently accepting appli-
cations for 1 Apartments.
Units of barrier free design
may also be available. Rent
based on income, starting
at $499. For affordable
housing call (989) 872-
2009. Free Heat & Water!
Pet Friendly! "This institu-
tion is an equal opportunity
provider” TDD/TTY #711"

4-9-9-tf

Automotive

Notice of Foreclosure by Ad-
vertisement
Notice is given under section
3212 of the revised judica-
ture act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.3212, that the
following mortgage will be
foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or
some part of them, at a pub-
lic auction sale to the highest
bidder for cash or cashier's
check at the place of holding
the circuit court in Tuscola
County, starting promptly at
10:00 AM, on January 14,
2021. The amount due on the
mortgage may be greater on
the day of sale. Placing the
highest bid at the sale does
not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear
ownership of the property. A
potential purchaser is en-
couraged to contact the
county register of deeds of-
fice or a title insurance com-
pany, either of which may
charge a fee for this informa-
tion:
Name(s) of the
mortgagor(s): Michael
Arends III, single man
Original Mortgagee: Mort-
gage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee
for lender and lender's suc-
cessors and/or assigns
Foreclosing Assignee (if
any): PennyMac Loan Serv-
ices LLC
Date of Mortgage: Septem-
ber 7, 2018
Date of Mortgage Record-
ing: September 10, 2018
Amount claimed due on date
of notice: $53,409.89
Description of the mort-
gaged premises: Situated in
Village of Cass City, Tuscola
County, Michigan, and de-
scribed as: Lot 2, Block 1 of
Pinney's Addition to the Vil-
lage of Cass City, according
to the plat recorded in Liber
1 of Plats, Page 60, now
being Page 6B
Common street address (if
any): 6742 Main St, Cass
City, MI 48726-1528
The redemption period shall
be 6 months from the date of
such sale, unless determined
abandoned in accordance
with MCL 600.3241a; or, if
the subject real property is
used for agricultural pur-
poses as defined by MCL
600.3240(16).
If the property is sold at fore-
closure sale under Chapter
32 of the Revised Judicature
Act of 1961, pursuant to
MCL 600.3278 the borrower
will be held responsible to
the person who buys the
property at the mortgage
foreclosure sale or to the
mortgage holder for damag-
ing the property during the

tems, Inc., as mortgagee, as
nominee for Quicken Loans
Inc., its successors and as-
signs Foreclosing Assignee
(if any): Quicken Loans,
LLC Date of Mortgage: Sep-
tember 21, 2018 Date of
Mortgage Recording: Sep-
tember 25, 2018 Amount
claimed due on mortgage on
the date of notice:
$82,279.18 Description of
the mortgaged premises: Sit-
uated in the Village of Cass
City, Tuscola County, Michi-
gan, and are described as:
Lot 4, Block 3, Plat of Jesse
Fox Addition to the Village
of Cass City, according to
the plat thereof, as recorded
in Liber 15 of Plats, Page
277, Tuscola County
Records. Commonly Known
as: 6407 Church St., Cass
City, MI 48726 The redemp-
tion period shall be 6 months
from the date of such sale,
unless determined aban-
doned in accordance with
MCL 600.3241a, in which
case the redemption period
shall be 30 days from the
date of such sale, or upon the
expiration of the notice re-
quired by MCL
600.3241a(c), whichever is
later; or unless MCL
600.3240(16) applies. If the
property is sold at foreclo-
sure sale under Chapter 32
of the Revised Judicature
Act of 1961, under MCL
600.3278, the borrower will
be held responsible to the
person who buys the prop-
erty at the mortgage foreclo-
sure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the
property during the redemp-
tion period. Attention Pur-
chaser: This sale may be
rescinded by the foreclosing
mortgagee for any reason. In
that event, your damages, if
any, shall be limited solely to
the return of the bid amount
tendered at sale, plus inter-
est, and the purchaser shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee, or the Mort-
gagee's attorney. Attention
homeowner: If you are a
military service member on
active duty, if your period of
active duty has concluded
less than 90 days ago, or if
you have ordered to active
duty, please contact the at-
torney for the party foreclos-
ing the mortgage at the
telephone number stated in
this notice. This notice is
from a debt collector. Date
of notice: 12/09/2020 Potes-
tivo & Associates, P.C. 251
Diversion Street, Rochester,
MI 48307 248-853-4400
313768

12-9-4

LET ME BE YOUR SANTA
CLAUS! Specials now until
Christmas! Do you want your
carpets to be clean & free of
dirt and dust? Try our new 100
year anniversary vacuum
sweeper. Manufactured in
Cleveland, Ohio. This carpet
sweeper is made and built in
the USA ensuring quality, reli-
ability and performance. Used
Vacuums - Kirby, Eureka, wet
& dry, Sears, tank, Oreck etc.
Warranty 90 days.   KIRBY
VACUUM OF BAD AXE (lo-
cated across from the Franklin
Inn on the East end of Bad
Axe) or call 989-269-7562,
989-551-7562 for repairs, parts
or service.     8-12-17-tf

PAUL’S PUMP REPAIR -
Water pump and water tank
sales.  In-home service.
Credit cards accepted.  Call
673-4850 or 800-745-4851
anytime.              8-9-25-tf

ELECTRIC MOTOR and
power tool repair, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays, 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday.  John Blair,
1/8 mile west of M-53 on
Sebewaing Road. Phone
269-7909 or 989-553-7960.

8-12-13-tf
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ServicesServices

FOR RENT - Cute little
house for 1-2 people in
country between Caro and
Cass City. Heat, air condi-
tioning, electricity, internet
all included $575, Jim
Baughman 989-912-0531.

4-11-4-6

Services

Services
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Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $22/year

Call 872-2010

Located in Cass City but feels 
like country living!  1150 sq ft, 
3 bed, 1 bath, full basement. 

Move in ready!
$115,000    

Beautifully restored turn of 
the century Cass City home.  

1750 sq ft, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 
completely remodeled.

Price Reduced!
$229,900

Gary Bader 
989-553-0236REALTY

MDL

310 Center Ave, Bay City

WHAT’S

YOUR

FLAVOR?

We deliver the Cass City
Chronicle to your mailing
address or e-mail!

Call (989) 872-2010
for more information!



PAGE TWELVE CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020

������������
���
	����		����������
����	��				

����������
����
��



���������������������

��������

�������		��
��

��������

����
��

�����

����
��		����

���������������

���������� ������		��

�� �������� ������ ����

��

��&�'�)))�$&�#'$& ��(�'�$#��$"��$%��(!!�&�!����!!&�

�.+ ��(++$0
��������
���

� 027��1$-2.1*(
��������
���

�.--($��1$-2.1*(
���������
��

�$2'��$++$-#.0%
������	�����

� 4(1��1$-2.1*(
��������	���

���������
������
����������
�����
*����	���

�
	��
	���
�." 2$#�)312�.321(#$�.%
�(&$.-��2'(1�+ 0&$�% ,(+7
1(8$�'.,$� 5 (21�7.3�2.
".,$�&(4$�(2�1.,$�+.4$�
�.� 4$07� 1/ "(.31� 5(2'
$-#+$11� /.11(!(+(2($1�
�(23 2$#�.-���
� "0$1��1$21�! "*�.%%� 2'$�0. #�
� 1�' 0#5..#�%+..01�2' 2�".3+#�!$�!0.3&'2�! "*
2.�1/$"2 "3+ 0�5(2'�1.,$�1 -#(-&� -#�%(-(1'(-&�

�	
�	�����


�.-#.� %.0� 1 +$�

!$#0..,�.-$� (-
2'$� ! 1$,$-2�
 -#� 
� %3++� ! 2'1
23"*$#�  5 7�� �.
,.0$� ,.5(-&� .0
1'.4$+(-&�� �$5
+(4(-&� 0..,� %+..0�
(-&�� %0$1'+7
/ (-2$#��5(2'�./$-�".-"$/2���$ #7�2.�&.���� *$� �+..*
 -#�" ++�2.# 7�������������������������������������������
��	����	


�
����
�'(1�'.,$�.%%$01� �&0$ 2
+." 2(.-���.,$�"'$"*�.32
2'$� 2'(1� ' -#7�, -� 1/$�
"( +�� �.3� ".3+#� +(4$� '$0$
5'(+$� 7.3� %(6� (2� 3/�� �-$
!$#0..,�#.5-� -#� �/.1�
1(!+$� 	� !$#0..,1� 3/
12 (01���'$�*(2"'$-�' 1�+.21�.%�5(-#.51�%.0�- 230 +
+(&'2���'$�#(-(-&�0..,�(1�+ 0&$� -#�/+$-27�.%�0..,
%.0� �!(&�2 !+$�%.0�$-2$02 (-(-&�������������
��	����
�

����
�������
������
�' 2�(1�5' 2�7.39++�%(-#�.-�2'(1�&.0&$.31�/($"$�.%�/0./�
$027���(+#+(%$� !.3-#�5(2'�5'(2$�2 (+�#$$0��230*$7�� -#
 �,3+2(23#$�.%�1, ++�& ,$�" ++�2'(1�/($"$�.%�/0./$027
'.,$���'$�+ -#.5-$0�' 1�#.-$�2'$�' 0#�5.0*�"+$ 0�
(-&�&0.3-#�%.0�%..#�/+.21� -#�2'$0$� 0$�	�!3(+#(-&�1(2$1
2' 2�' 4$� +1.�!$$-�"+$ 0$#�.-$�%.0� �'.,$� -#�2'$
.2'$0�%.0� �1'$#�.0�1'./���.5$0�' 1�!$$-�03-�2.�2'$
/0./$027��-#�2'$�#0(4$5 7�' 1�!$$-�/32�(-� 1�5$++
".,/+$2$�5(2'� 1/' +2�,(++(-&91���03(2�20$$1� 0$�/+$-2(�
%3+�2'0.3&'.32�2'$�/0./$027� -#�2'$0$� +1.� �-("$�,(6�
230$�.%�, 230$�5..#1� -#�2'("*�3-#$0&0.52'��/$0%$"2
".4$0�2.�'.+#�!(&�!3"*1������������������������������	����
	

���	����

grown up in a family that would
drive around to view Christmas
lights.

As an adult, Nicol said, Gayle
“wanted to put some up in the
yard, and John then got the Christ-
mas light bug. Every time they
would stop at a store, he would
have to go check out what the
store had for lights. And then he
just started building and fabricat-
ing items for the yard.”
The work and care that John and

Gayle put into those creations can
still be seen at the home of their
son and daughter-in-law.

“The merry-go-round and the
Ferris wheel, the lighthouse, Santa
in a hot air balloon, and the castle
are all from the original display.
We have updated them with lights,
of course, but they are original –
30-plus years old,” Jaime said.

“There is something nostalgic
about those pieces. And it also
helps to keep the history of the tra-
dition. People that…came out to
(Gayle and John’s) display on
Robinson Road still remember
those pieces.”
Jaime and Joel Nicol started car-

rying on his parent’s lighting
legacy about 13 years ago.
“It wasn’t like an official thing,”

Jaime recalled. “For a couple of
years, mom and dad and us, we
were (all) putting up lights. Then
they stopped...too much work and
none of the kids were at home
anymore. We still continued to do
lights, and all of a sudden, the cas-
tle made its way down here, then
the Ferris wheel, then the merry
go round.
John and Gayle Nicol also make

their way down to Germania Road
to help keep the tradition alive.
“(They) both come over and still

work on the display,” Jaime said.
“And we owe a lot of our success
to them.
“The year before we took it over,

my father-in-law, John, bought the

Continued from page one.

Nicol’s light extravaganza up and running

first ‘box’ to animate the display,”
Jaime pointed out, referring to the
high-tech equipment in use today.
“(They) run commands to the
lights — that’s where you get the
animations.”

The set-up involves hundreds of
feet of computer cables connected
to a computer that sends out data
“directing” how each portion of a
light show unfolds.

“That’s where you get the lights
to dance to the music, flash, etc.,
etc.” Jaime explained. “Each song
has to be programmed to the beats
of the music, So, when we have an
animated song on, all that’s been
programmed by hand. A computer
just doesn’t ‘do it’.
“Joel ‘sections’ the song — finds

the beats — zooms into millisec-
onds and tells what we want each
strand or individual bulb to do. A
song could take 8 to 10 hours of
work or more.”

The Nicols have expanded the
production over the years, making
some changes as new innovations
have come along.

“Well, it’s grown in number of
lights and technology. We are al-
most completely converted to
LED lights with a mix of pixel
(RGB) lights,” said Jaime, who
added an RGB light is a bulb with
three bulbs – red, green and blue.
“You can tint the colors to create

up to 16 million different colors.
It’s like those stadium scoreboards
you see at like Lions games. You
can program each individual bulb
and even make pictures out of
them, like we have a cross that
displays on the 50-foot tree, be-
cause we can program that picture
into it.”

Joel is the mastermind behind
making all of that technology
work, according to Jaime.

“Joel is just super intelligent,”
she said. “He does his research
and belongs to a lot of Christmas
light forums online, and he reads
and researches all this stuff.”

That knowledge and curiosity

has played a key role in the fam-
ily’s dedication to share their love
of the season with others.
“Well, we love Christmas and all

the people that come out. We love
to spread the word of the birth of
Jesus. Someone once told me ‘our
display might be the one and only
time someone hears about the
story of Christmas’,” Jaime said.
“And my husband loves the chal-

lenge; he loves getting everything
to run and (to see) his vision come
to life.”

The Nicols, who have two chil-
dren — Justin, eight, and Jenna,
six – enjoy creating the sort of
imaginative and spectacular dis-
plays made possible by advances
in outdoor lighting, but they also
strive to honor the past. 

“Although we add the latest tech-
nology, we like to still keep the
feel of traditional Christmas
lights. If you get too ‘techy’, it
doesn’t feel like Christmas lights,”
Jaime said. “So, we try to ride that
line of traditional mixed with
technology. We try to keep that
nostalgic, traditional feel.”

WORK ON the Christmas light extravaganza starts

weeks before the holiday season, according to Jaime

Nicol, whose husband, Joel is pictured above. “We

started this year first week in October,” she said.

“We had a great fall, too, putting up lights. A couple

of days we were wearing shorts. How often does that

happen here in Michigan?”

JOEL NICOL’S parents, Gayle (pictured above)

and John Nicol first created the popular Christmas

light display about 40 years ago at their Robinson

Road home.

THE NICOL’S Christmas Light Extravaganza will

be running throughout December, from 5:30 to

10:30 p.m. each night. The photo below was taken

with a slow shutter speed, giving a slow-moving

train the appearance of racing past visitors amidst

a backdrop of thousands of lights.

Cass City Chronicle Subscriptions
As Low As $22/year - Call 872-2010


