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Blast from sheriff’s
department’s past
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Meet the latest
students of the month
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So, how are

you coping?
Reporter’s Notebook, page 5
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FIRE PREVENTION week was Oct. 4-10, and the

Elkland Township Fire Department took an active

role, with local fire fighters Adam Dorland and

Matt Guinther offering Cass City fifth graders

some lessons related to this year’s theme, “Serve

up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!” Cooking is the

number one cause of home fires and home fire in-

juries. Unattended cooking is the leading cause of

fires in the kitchen. (Related photo, page 12)

Village officials eye 2-percent water rate increase

THE LIKELIHOOD of being involved in a car-deer crash increases signifi-

cantly this time of year. Law enforcement officials say the most serious acci-

dents occur when drivers swerve to avoid a deer and hit another vehicle or a

fixed object, or when their vehicle rolls over. It’s a natural reaction, but one

that can also be dangerous and put motorists at risk for a serious crash.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Village Council
continued discussions last week
on proposal water and sewer rate
hikes designed to keep up with
water service maintenance needs
and extensive renovation of the
community’s wastewater treat-
ment plant.
During a committee of the whole

meeting Wednesday, the council
reached a general consensus on
raising water fees by two percent.
No formal action is taken during

committee of the whole sessions.
However, village Manager Debbie
Powell indicated the issue is ex-
pected to be addressed again dur-
ing the council’s next regular
meeting, which is scheduled for

Monday, Oct. 26, at 6 p.m.
In addition to the proposed water

rate hike, based on a recently-
completed water rate study con-
ducted by the Michigan Rural
Water Association (MRWA),
Powell said water and sewer bills
will be restructured to itemize
costs in two categories – water
usage, and a “readiness to serve”
charge, composed of expenses re-
lated to operation, maintenance
and repairs of the utility systems.
Currently, there is only one cate-
gory – usage, which includes ex-
penses tied to operation,
maintenance and repairs.

Cass City officials have not im-
plemented increases in water and
sewer rates for the past three
years, following multiple years of
rate hikes.

Between 2007 and 2011, there
were annual fee increases of four
percent for water and three per-
cent for sewer. From 2012 through
2017, the council approved water
fee increases annually, ranging
from 1.5 percent to three percent,
with sewer fee hikes ranging from
two to three percent each year (ex-

cept in 2016, when the fee re-
mained unchanged).
According to Powell, the biggest

change in the proposal to increase
water rates by two percent in-
volves requiring larger users –
businesses, industry, etc. – to pay
a bigger share of the cost.

For example, residential cus-

tomers with a three-quarter-inch
line who use the average of 4,000
gallons a month currently pay
$30.21 per month for water – an
amount that will not change under
the proposed rate increase.

In contrast, a business/industrial
customer with a 1 ½-inch line and

Please turn to page 6.

It’s deer season on Thumb roadways

Benson: no open carry
at polls; area officials
prepare for Nov. 3 vote

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The quickly approaching Tuesday, Nov. 3, general election has been
characterized as one of the ugliest presidential elections in memory,
with rumors and conspiracy theories involving alleged voter fraud and
potential voter intimidation flourishing across the country.

President Donald Trump has for months alleged the election will be
plagued by widespread voter fraud and abuse, although members of the
U.S. intelligence community have disputed those claims.

Trump has also urged his supporters to monitor poll sites, prompting
officials in a number of states, including Michigan, to voice concern
over possible voter intimidation – and to issue statements making it
clear that any attempts to do so will not be tolerated.
In Michigan, Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson on Friday issued a di-

rective to local election clerks statewide prohibiting the open carry of
firearms by citizens in polling places, clerk’s offices, and absent voter
counting boards on Election Day.
Benson’s directive also applies to “any hallway used by voters to enter

or exit, or within 100 feet of any entrance to a building in which a
polling place is located.
“Fair, free and secure elections are the foundation of our democracy,”

Benson said. “I am committed to ensuring all eligible Michigan citizens

Please turn to page 12.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s that time of year again – fall,
which brings cool nights, chang-
ing colors and…car-deer acci-
dents.

And in Michigan, especially in
the Thumb area, it’s not necessar-
ily a matter of if you will hit a deer
with your vehicle, but when you’ll
find yourself facing an imminent
collision.

Drivers are more likely to cross

paths with deer during the fall,
which is their mating season. In-
surance claims for collisions with
animals rise dramatically in the
last three months of the year.
Combine deer mating season with
fewer hours of daylight, and it’s a
recipe for disaster if you’re not
paying attention to your surround-
ings.

In 2019, Michigan recorded
55,531 car-deer crashes, repre-
senting nearly 18 percent of all
traffic crashes in the state.

Oakland County recorded the
highest number of car-deer colli-
sions – 1,928, followed by Kent
(1,684), Jackson (1,630), Lapeer
(1,394), Ottawa (1,288), Sanilac
(1,226), Genesee (1,212), Allegan
(1,210), Calhoun (1,195) and
Clinton (1,174), according to sta-
tistics compiled by the Michigan
State Police (MSP) Office of
Highway Safety Planning
(OHSP).
Huron County reported a total of

Covid cases take sharp upward turn in state

As the fall and flu seasons begin,
the number of positive COVID-19
cases and hospitalizations in
Michigan have recently trended
upward, prompting a call from
public health officials to increase
vigilance and preventative meas-
ures.

Those concerns were under-
scored Thursday, when Michigan
recorded the highest number of
new cases – more than 2,000 – in
one day since early April, with an
additional 32 fatalities.
The state’s total new COVID-19

cases increased from 130,000 to
140,000 in eight days, according
to health officials, who reported
more than 1,000 Michigan resi-
dents hospitalized with confirmed
or probable cases of the virus.

Nationally, 63,000 new cases of
COVID-19 were reported Thurs-
day – the highest one-day increase
since mid-August.

The Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS), hospitals and local
health officials are calling on all

residents to take simple steps to
prevent a surge in COVID-19
cases that could overwhelm the
hospital systems.
“Michiganders did a great job of

bringing our cases down after a
surge in the spring,” said Dr.
Joneigh Khaldun, MDHHS chief

medical executive and chief
deputy for health. “Basic things
like wearing masks, maintaining a
physical distance from others and
washing hands worked. Yet as the
colder months and flu season have
arrived, we now see a concerning

Please turn to page 12.

Medical care staffers test postive

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Officials at the Tuscola County Medical Care Community Friday sus-
pended outdoor visits with residents at the Caro facility after five staff
members tested positive for COVID-19.
The positive tests came during routine weekly testing of the staff, ac-

cording to officials, who noted all five staffers who tested positive are
off work for 14 days.

“All remaining staff and all residents are being tested at this time to
ensure all cases are identified,” a statement posted by the facility said.
“Outdoor visits are suspended for a minimum of 14 days.”

Window and virtual visits may still be arranged by contacting the fa-

Please turn to page 14.

Please turn to page 6.
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Cass City Schools announces
October Students of the Month

Nominated by:
Mrs. Jaworski

Characteristics she displays:

Addisyn Smith is such a
hard working Kinder-
garten student! She
comes into the room

with a smile and 
brightens our day with it
all day long. She is very
kind to her friends and
watches out to make
sure that everyone is

okay.

Some of her favorite things:

Going on a Disney cruise!
Homemade mac & cheese;

the color purple and
puppies

Kindergarten
Student of the Month is

Addisyn Smith

Nominated by:
Mrs. LeValley

Characteristics he displays:

Jerry is a hard working
1st grader. He is polite

and kind to his 
classmates and teacher.
Jerry loves learning and
gets very excited when

he discovers 
something new.

Some of my favorite things:

Catching turtles and
playing with them. 

Fishing with his
Grandpa and Dad and

looking at beetles.

Follow your favorite 
Red Hawks in the

Cass City Chronicle
Subscriptions 

as low as 

$25.10/yr

Call 872-2010

Addisyn is the daughter
of Frank & Kayla Smith

First Grade
Student of the Month is

Jerry Crandall III

Jerry is the son of 
Jerry Crandall II &
Camie Jo Christian

Nominated by:
Mrs. Dorland

Characteristics she displays:

Arianna is always 
volunteering to answer
questions. She partici-
pates well and is quiet

and well mannered. I am
very impressed with her

oral reading and 
comprehension skills. If
she doesn't understand a

concept, she still tries
her best.

Some of my favorite things:

Favorite color is pink;
favorite foods are tacos
& pickles, playing with
her kitten Asthanea and 

eating at her favorite
restaurant Taco Bell

Second Grade
Student of the Month is

Arianna Hendrick

Arianna is the daughter
of Daniel Hendrick.

Nominated by:
Mr. Hollocker

Characteristics she displays:

Dillan is a hard working
student. She is kind,

considerate, respectful
and a leader in the 

classroom.

Some of my favorite things:

Playing travel softball,
eating nachos and 

playing outside with 
her sisters

First Grade
Student of the Month is

Dillan Hollis

Dillan is the daughter
of Eric & Elizabeth

Hollis

Nominated by:
4th Grade Teachers

Characteristics she displays:

Ryleigh is an awesome
young lady that is a com-
plete joy to have in class.

She is quiet but is very ca-
pable of offering great de-
tails to class discussions.

She also does a wonderful
job talking personably

with the teachers. Ryleigh
works hard and is a cre-
ative person. Her hand-

writing is superb. We can
rely on Ryleigh to work

well with her peers and ask
good questions when she
is not understanding. She
brightens the day with her

smile and kindness. 

Some of my favorite things:
Cats, birds, and guinea
pigs, loves pizza and

grilled hot dogs, painting
& coloring and spending

time with family

Fourth Grade
Student of the Month is

Ryleigh Middaugh

Ryleigh is the daughter
of Anthony & Caitlyn

Middaugh

Nominated by:
5th Grade Teachers

Characteristics he displays:

Ronan is a hardworking,
conscientious young

man who is an 
outstanding asset to 
any classroom. He 
regularly displays 

kindness, cooperation
and dedication to 

his studies.

Some of my favorite things:

Playing outdoor games,
playing with his dog,

bike riding
Eating mac & cheese,

chicken strips and 
homemade chicken 

noodle soup

Fifth Grade
Student of the Month is

Ronan Johnson

Ronan is the son of
Rachael & John 

Johnson.

Nominated by:
6th Grade Teachers

Characteristics she displays:
Ava is a new student at Cass

City Elementary this year and
is adjusting very well to her
new school. She is a hard
worker, courteous, and is

helpful to other students who
may be having difficulties.

You will rarely see her with-
out a smile as she enters the

classroom. Ava is a great
young woman that displays

all of the Red Hawk traits and
we are very happy that she is
here at Cass City Elementary.

Some of my favorite things:
Drawing and painting,

swimming, playing
Minecraft, watching “Toy
Story 4” & the TV show

“Ghost Adventures”.

Fifth Grade
Student of the Month is

Ava Eremia

Ava is the daughter of
Robert & Sara Eremia

11th Grade Student of the Month is

Alex Hopper
Alex’s favorite hobbies are going up north on weekends & running.

Favorite staff & why: Mr Gruber & Mrs. Reif- both great & helpful with what they teach, 
Also Mr Ketterer & Mrs Hempton for their awesome advice.  

Favorite Subject & why: Science, I find it interesting learning what happens 
& why it happens, and how it happens!

Make a comment about Cass City Jr Sr High School: 
The staff is amazing & supportive 100% of the way!

� � � �
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

When technology bites back

them, making it possible to record messages.
The one girl had the other girl say a bunch of

bad words and secretly recorded her when she
said them. Then, she ran to tell the girl’s
mother what she had said to get her in trouble.

The girl proudly displayed the doll and
pushed play button to show the mother the ev-
idence of her daughter being bad.

However, technology tripped up her plan.
She pushed the doll’s record button too soon
which recorded her telling the other girl what
bad words to say. They ended up each getting
in trouble. The girl who instigated the incident
and did the recording got in more trouble than
the girl who repeated what she was told to say.

Like I said, technology is great when it
works, and there are times when it works a lit-
tle too well.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I have a love-hate relationship with technology.
I love it when it works and hate it when I do some-
thing that messes it up so it doesn’t work.

I’m old and some of the things that technology
can do now is totally amazing. However, I can’t
help but think if some of it is really necessary?

Like, do you really need a sink with a water
faucet you talk to, saying how much water you
need?

And, washing machines and dryers that have
dozens of settings now. We got by for decades
with only a few options on washers and dryers.

I remember all too well my mother spending
most of the day in the backroom doing laundry
using a wringer washer. For the young whipper-
snappers who do not know what that is, it is a set
of rollers that were used to squeeze the water out
of newly-washed clothes. There were times when
fingers and occasionally other body parts got
caught in the wringer.

And, no matter the time of year, the wrung-out
clothes were hung outside to dry. Mom would
come in the house with frozen fingers that were
cracked and bleeding from hanging the clothes on
the line in the winter.

For whatever reason, my mother never smiled
much, but she sure did when a brand-new Maytag
washer and dryer were delivered that replaced the
wringer washer and the need to hang clothes out-
side.
And, few may realize computers and the Internet

have only been around about 30 years, so I lived
and worked for a long time before technology be-
came a part of everyday life. Within three
decades, the Internet and computers have been in-
tegrated into every aspect of our lives.
Computers and the Internet are wonderful when

they work. I love them when they do and hate
them when they don’t.

Like I said, I’m old. I don’t like that my car has
a computer. When the battery in my car died, it
made the computer go crazy. While driving down
the road, the automatic locks would lock and un-
lock, and the channels on the radio would ran-
domly change.

I left the car running once when I went into the
store. While I was gone, the doors locked. I had
to listen and grab the handle to get in during the
few seconds the doors were unlocking.
And, I know two little girls who got into big trou-

ble because of the technology that came with their
dolls.

Back in my day, there were a few dolls that
would say “mama” if you squeezed them. That
was considered cutting edge in the doll world, and
was long before the term technology had been
coined.

Anyway, the girls’ dolls had voice recorders in
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Will you remember
to check detectors?

Michigan residents will soon say goodbye to Day-
light Saving Time once again, but it’s a good bet that
not everyone pairs the annual ritual of setting back
their clocks with another important task: checking
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and loading
them with fresh batteries.

If you haven’t picked up the habit in the past, do it
now. It could save your life.
With the arrival of cooler fall weather, the Michigan

Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
is reminding all residents to take action to prevent car-
bon monoxide poisoning.

“As it gets colder, we start seeing more carbon
monoxide poisonings,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun,
chief medical executive and chief deputy for health for
MDHHS. “To prepare for winter weather, Michigan-
ders should make sure their heat sources and carbon
monoxide detectors are in good working order.”

On average, 145 people are hospitalized for carbon
monoxide poisoning each year in Michigan, according
to data from the MDHHS Michigan Environmental
Public Health Tracking Program (MiTracking). These
hospitalizations are preventable when people are pre-
pared.

To protect yourself and your family from carbon
monoxide, follow these safety tips: 
*Make sure you have working carbon monoxide de-

tectors. Detectors on every level of your home, includ-
ing the basement, are strongly recommended. Daylight
Saving Time is a good time each year to replace the
batteries in your detector and push the “Test” button
to be sure it’s working properly. Replace your detector
every five years or according to manufacturer’s in-
structions.
*Have your furnace or wood-burning stove inspected

annually. Hire a professional to make sure it is func-
tionally sound and vents properly outside the home.

*Never run a gasoline or propane heater, or a grill
(gas or charcoal) inside your home or in an unventi-
lated garage. Any heating system that burns fuel pro-
duces carbon monoxide. Use a battery-powered
detector where you have fuel burning devices but no
electric outlets, such as in tents, cabins, RVs and boats
with enclosed cabins.
*Generators should be run at a safe distance (at least

20 feet) from the home. Never run a generator in the
home or garage, or right next to windows or doors.

*Never run a car in an enclosed space. If a vehicle
is running, you must have a door open to the outside.

At high levels, carbon monoxide can cause death
within minutes.

Symptoms of overexposure to carbon monoxide in-
clude headache, fatigue, dizziness, shortness of breath,
nausea and confusion. If you suspect you may be ex-
periencing carbon monoxide poisoning, or your de-
tector sounds an alarm, head outside immediately for
fresh air and call 911.
Visit the website Michigan.gov/MiTracking for more

information about carbon monoxide poisoning.
And, if you find yourself with a few extra minutes,

why not put them to good use by ensuring your carbon
monoxide as well as smoke detectors are in good
working order and ready to protect you during the
cold months ahead.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Janet Severance reminded us Monday that an-
other event is back on after a 7 month hiatus due
to the statewide shutdown. Shabbona Riverside
Church will be hosting their community lunch
Thursday, October 21 at 1 p.m.  The church, for-
merly known as Shabbona United Methodist
Church, is located at 4455 Decker Road. 

**********

I did it. Over the weekend I casted my mail-in
ballot, mostly thanks to my bride Karen, who also
dropped off her mail-in ballot at the Tuscola
County courthouse, where she is employed with
the Friends of the Court office.
According to White House officials, mail-in bal-

loting and early voting totals in Michigan show
that 41 percent of the 1.4 million votes so far were
cast by Republicans, and 39 percent by Democ-
rats. Another 20 percent of the vote was by inde-
pendents.

**********       

According to an article in USA TODAY,  four-
teen states – Alabama, Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho,
Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, New Mexico,
North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, South
Dakota, Vermont and Wisconsin – plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia and more than 130 cities were
scheduled to observe Indigenous Peoples Day
Monday instead of or in addition to Columbus
Day in 2020. 

The notion of an Indigenous Peoples Day took
root at an international conference on discrimina-
tion sponsored by the United Nations in
1977. South Dakota was the first state to recog-
nize the day in 1989, and the cities of Berkeley
and Santa Cruz, California, followed. California
and Tennessee observe Native American Day in
September.

Though some groups argue that Columbus Day
celebrates Italian American heritage, many say the
holiday glorifies an exploration that led to the
genocide of native peoples and paved the way for
slavery.

Columbus Day never meant the ladder to me.

**********

Do you have “cabin fever” amidst the Covid-19
pandemic? Do you enjoy Michigan’s brilliant fall
colors and its historic rural landscapes? If so, the
Michigan Barn Preservation Network (MBPN)
has something for you!  The organization—whose
mission embraces the “appreciation, preservation,
and rehabilitation of Michigan barns, farmsteads,
and rural communities”—announces a DIY,
drive-by barn and color tour into Michigan’s
Thumb using a free app—Map-N-Tour—that par-
ticipants download to their phone or tablet and
that can also be viewed on computers. 
“We are kicking off the 2020 barn tour for color-

season,” notes Stephanie White, Architect and
MBPN Board Secretary. “The Thumb Tour will
continue to be available into the future.”  

“This pandemic, and the importance of partici-
pating in experiences in a safe manner, has the
MBPN continuing our annual traditions and ex-
ploring new approaches to keep Michigan barns
on our radar! “
The tour is comprised of twelve suggested stops

that include drive-by private barns and public
venues such as museums and markets for partici-
pants to get out and explore. Participants can also
experience the tour at their fingertips through the
Map-N-Tour App or on the MBPN website. De-
scriptions, photographs, directions and near-by
sites of interest are provided.
•Take the tour!  More information and step-by-
step guidance is available at the MBPN’s website:
https://mibarn.net/

•The Map-N-Tour app is a free download, and
there is no charge to participate. 

• Check out the possibilities and explore the app
at home on your own computer:  www.story-
roadmichigan.com  
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Blast  from the (sheriff’s department’s) past...

BLAST FROM the past – The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department

posted a “throwback Thursday” photo related to the department’s long

history. The photo above was taken in 1976 and features (from left) then-

Sheriff Hugh Marr, Mel Williamson, James Giroux, Roger Zelmer,

Richard Blakely, Robert Kinney, Leonard Huff, Paul Megge, Ron

Phillips, Dave Bezenah, James Compo, Wayne Newton, Charlene Fields,

Delores Fiebig, Phillip Malloy and Bruce Tait, with Pat Finn behind the

wheel of this classic cruiser. (Photo courtesy of the Tuscola County Sher-

iff’s Department)

Huron deputies arrest
Sebewaing area man

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies arrested a 50-year-old Sebewaing
man Thursday on separate warrants alleging sexual assault and domestic
violence.
“The warrants allege James R. Haire committed a fourth degree crim-

inal sexual conduct assault on a teen in early summer of this year, which
is a two-year high court misdemeanor, along with being charged with
felony second-offense aggravated domestic assault from an incident in
Owendale during January of this year,” Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson re-
ported.
“He had been taken into custody at a local hospital after being treated

for injuries he received during an afternoon unrelated out-of-county
scuffle,” he noted.
Hanson said the suspect was scheduled to be arraigned in district court,

and he remained in custody at the Huron County Jail on $60,000 bond. 

“Musical chairs” plays
out in Huron Co. village

by Mary Drier 
For the Chronicle

The last few Owendale Village
Council meetings were like play-
ing musical chairs.

Council positions had to be
shifted when a council member
unexpectedly resigned during a
special hour-long meeting in Au-
gust, according to village Clerk
Randall Howard.
At that special meeting, President

Walter Howard read a letter of res-
ignation from village Treasurer
Manuel Thies. As a result, the vil-
lage president appointed Howard
as the new treasurer, and he ap-
pointed Trustee Sherry Fritz as the
village clerk, filling the vacancy
left by the appointment of
Howard.

By consensus, the council ap-
proved those changes.

The village president then ad-
ministered the oath of office to
Howard and Fritz.

Then, during the council’s Sep-
tember meeting, positions
changed again, with Howard re-
signing as treasurer and Fritz re-
signing as clerk.

Because village President Walter
Howard was absent at that meet-
ing, President Pro Tempore
Steven Story presided, and he ap-
pointed Lori Limberger as treas-
urer, and then appointed Randall
Howard back to his former posi-
tion as clerk.

In addition, Fritz was reap-
pointed to her former position as
trustee to finish out the remainder
of her term, which ends Dec. 31.

After the shifting of positions
was over, the council approved a
monthly salary of $1,000 for the
treasurer position, reported
Howard.

And, DPW Superintendent
Steven Sweatland reported he is
working with DTE on preparing
an estimate of cost to replace the
current streetlights with LED
lights, and he also reported he
found a place to purchase the
cordless power tools he previ-
ously requested.

Also during the most recent
meeting, Police Chief Anthony
Wood reported he is looking to
purchase a body camera from one
of two area police departments
that have one for sale.

Thumb Area Assault Crisis Center shares
one million in grant funding from DTE 

DTE Energy Foundation officials
last week announced they will
award $1 million in grants to all
45 domestic violence shelters
funded by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Serv-
ices (MDHHS), including the
Thumb Area Assault Crisis Cen-
ter.
The funding will be used to help

alleviate the significant financial
and operational stress the shelter
system has sustained due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The grants – awarded in obser-
vance of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month – will better po-
sition shelters to meet the unique
needs of domestic violence sur-
vivors during the pandemic, and
to continue to provide the sanctu-
ary, resources and support sur-
vivors need to find hope, build
resiliency and heal, officials said.

This $1 million commitment
comes less than a year after the
DTE Foundation awarded
$400,000 in grants to domestic vi-
olence shelters funded by
MDHHS.
“At the DTE Foundation, our as-

piration is to be a force for good
in communities across Michigan,
and achieving that aspiration be-
gins and ends with developing sta-
ble households and families,” said
Lynette Dowler, president, DTE
Foundation.

“That’s why we’re taking a stand
and expanding our commitment to
addressing the basic human needs
of domestic violence survivors,
including children, across Michi-
gan. Through the DTE Founda-
tion’s $1 million commitment –
and partnerships with shelters
statewide – we’ll continue to cre-
ate new pathways to safety and in-
dependence for survivors, and
ultimately a healthier, more vital
Michigan.”
For many domestic violence sur-

vivors, the pandemic has wors-
ened dangerous situations
statewide. The increased time sur-
vivors and perpetrators have spent
in their residences during the pan-
demic has, in general, expanded
perpetrators’ access to survivors
and reduced survivors’ opportuni-
ties to call for help.

“One in four women and one in
seven men will experience abuse
by an intimate partner in their life-
times; that means our very own
friends, family members and col-
leagues are represented in these
statistics,” said Dowler. “Their
stories often go untold, but today,
through our voices and platform,
the DTE Foundation once again
declares this is simply unaccept-
able

“We’ll continue to use our re-
sources and influence to bring
conversations about domestic vi-

olence to light, reduce the stigma
associated with discussing this
epidemic and speak loudly and
passionately on behalf of those
whose voices are often unheard.”

Domestic violence shelters in
Michigan are struggling to meet
surging demand for services and
support, and to cover new ex-
penses driven by the pandemic.

Those unexpected expenses in-
clude increased cleaning and san-
itization; COVID-19 testing;
heavier reliance on hotels and mo-
tels due to reduced bed counts re-
quired to meet safety guidelines
(beds are down about 50 percent
statewide); and cancelled/post-
poned fundraising.

“COVID-19 has forced shelters
and service providers to adapt
daily to the ever-evolving and un-
predictable nature of a global pan-
demic,” said Debi Cain, executive
director, division of victim serv-
ices, MDHHS.

“The steadfast support of our
partners at the DTE Energy Foun-
dation helps ensure local service
agencies continue the important
work of advocating for, and pro-
viding resources to, domestic vio-
lence survivors – and their
families – throughout Michigan.”

The grants announced by DTE
will provide amounts of $10,000
to Michigan’s 45 MDHHS-funded
shelters based on bed count.

Ag-related accidents
leave 1 dead, 1 hurt

Separate farm-related accidents over the weekend left one man dead
another seriously injured in the Thumb.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported the fatality occurred
Saturday night when deputies and first responders were dispatched to
the Michigan Sugar Co. piling ground on Limerick Road in Meade
Township at about 9:50 p.m.
“Preliminary investigation thus far is indicating 64-year-old farm truck

driver Gary E. Stockoski had unlatched his tailgate to dump into the
piler and somehow ended up in the piler,” Hanson said. “His extensive
injuries were fatal. The Huron County medical examiner has ordered
an autopsy, (and) the investigation will continue.
In Tuscola County, Sheriff Glen Skrent said a motorist struck the rear

end of a dump cart being pulled by a farm tractor Friday at about 7:40
p.m.

“A vehicle driven by a 87-year-old male from Deckerville was going
east on M-138 near Bradleyville Road when he struck the rear end of
(the) dump cart,” Skrent reported.
“The driver of the motor vehicle was seriously injured, and the driver

of the tractor and a passerby performed CPR to revive him. The driver
was transported by LifeNet (Helicopter) to the hospital,” said Skrent,
who noted deputies were assisted by the Fairgrove Fire Department and
MMR.

“This is peak harvest season in our area and farm equipment is out
and about — use caution,” the sheriff added.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Routine vital to
staying healthy

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

Veteran Cass City sixth grade sci-
ence teacher Ron Woloshen an-
nounces an upcoming model
rocketry unit to his students, cour-
tesy of a Michigan Wing Civil Air
Patrol (CAP) Aerospace Educa-
tion STEM grant he wrote to
cover the cost. Also present were
Major Beth Johnson, squadron
commander of the Cass River
Composite Squadron, CAP, Caro,
and her husband, John, also a
major in the CAP, who talked
about the grant and other opportu-
nities the Civil Air Patrol offers
youths.

Sarah Prahl recently celebrated
her 100th birthday on October 12
at Medilodge of Cass City with
family and friends. Prahl was also
named “Resident of the Month” at
Medilodge of Cass City.

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

All season long, cross country
sensation Alyssa Bennett has been
working her way up Cass City’s
Top Ten record board, which lists
all-conference performances. The
Cass City Lady Red Hawks were
crowned Greater Thumb West
cross country champions last
week in Marlette. Alyssa Bennett,
Ashley Potts and Jessa Prieskorn
all earned first team honors for the
champs, who downed runner-up
Reese, 40-49. Bad Axe with 61
points and Vassar with 67 rounded
out the team standings. Bennett’s
time of 19:48 was best among the
ladies, while Potts placed 6th and
Prieskorn, 7th, with times of 21:15
and 21:16, respectively. Coach
Amy Cuthrell also received a time
of 22:39 from Ashtyn Janiskee-
Weiler, which landed her on the
GTW all-conference second team,
while Becca Leslie’s time of 23:21
was worthy of honorable mention
among the school’s all-time fastest
5K runners. Saturday the Red
Hawk freshman reached the apex
and went beyond, way beyond,
when she posted a winning time of
19:17 at the Thumb Area Cross
Country Championship in Caro.
Bennett knocked over 30 seconds
off her previous best time, while
shattering Carrie Lautner’s long-
standing record of 19:41 estab-
lished in 1983. “Alyssa had her
eye on the record board from the
beginning (of the season). This
weekend we focused on a new
strategy of running and putting the
record board goal behind her,”
Coach Amy Cuthrell said.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

Art has always been an enjoy-
able pastime for Pat Britt, but it’s
much more than a hobby for the
Cass City area woman. Art is a
labor of love Britt has nurtured
throughout her lifetime, one that
until recently could be seen at an
occasional public showing of local
artists’ work, but other than that
was shared only with friends, fam-
ily members and a few others fa-
miliar with her ability. Now, the
self-taught artist is welcoming the
general public to her home, where
she has set up a studio filled with
her own original art and photo-
graphic work as well as col-
lectibles, crafts and art pieces
created by a few of her fellow
artists and craftsmen.

Richard VanVliet was recently
honored by United Parcel Service
for completing 20 years of service
with the company. VanVliet, who
is a delivery driver with UPS in
Cass City, was cited for his loyal
service contributions to UPS. Van-
Vliet began his career in 1975.
“I’m thankful I’ve had the job. I
consider myself fortunate,” said
VanVliet. VanVliet provides serv-
ice throughout the Thumb area.
VanVliet, and his wife Mary live
in Cass City. They have 4 chil-
dren: Lindy, 19, Kelli, 18, Bryce,
14 and Megan 5. 

35 YEARS AGO (1985)

Audley and Charlotte Horner
provided ice cream and cake Fri-
day at the senior citizens meal site.
Honored were Thelma Holcomb,
who has an October birthday, and
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Durham
whose 52nd wedding anniversary

was in October. 
Four Boy Scouts from Gagetown

Troop 589 attended a 75th an-
niversary Fall Camporee at the
Camp Pine Acres campgrounds in
Caro Oct. 11, 12 and 13. The four
scouts, Jeff and Rusty Hrycko, Joe
C. Garza and Shane Martindale,
were accompanied by scout mas-
ter Dave Kirby and assistant scout
master Roger Martindale. During
the three days and two nights they
spent at the camp, the Gagetown
scouts were instructed in archery,
camp fire building, canoeing and
marksmanship. They also com-
peted in pumpkin carving and pa-
trol flag competitions.
Georgine Jensen has been elected

as president of the Cass City Re-
tail Committee for the 1985-86
year.
The Cass City Gun Club is plan-

ning a 40x50 addition to be built
at the rear of the clubhouse. One
of the primary reasons for the ad-
dition is that with it the club’s
hunter safety program can be con-
ducted indoors. 

To the untrained eye one rock
looks about the same as the next,
but when a skilled craftsman like
Orrie Reimann looks at a stone he
can see hidden colors and patterns
waiting to emerge. Reimann, 77,
Kingston, became a rock hound
after he retired about 18 years ago.
“I was wondering what I was
going to do,” Reimann said about
the need for a hobby to fill his day.
“You have to do something. You
can’t sit around all the time.” He
decided to become a rock hound,
a title he prefers over the term lap-
idarian. He began practicing his
craft after he purchased a small
tumbler that polishes stones.

40 YEARS AGO (1980)

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Cooklin of
Kentland, Ill., announce the birth
of a six-pound daughter, Amy
Lynn, Oct. 28. Mr. and Mrs. Don-
ald Loomis went Sunday to Kent-
land to see their first grandchild
and Mrs. Loomis stayed to spend
the week.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Bukowski of Lake Orion, an
eight-pound, two-ounce daughter,
Amanda Marie, Oct. 24 at Lapeer
Hospital. Amanda Marie has two
brothers, Danny and Jeffrey, at
home. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Rumptz and Mr.
and Mrs. Sylvester Bukowski.
Bethany Thies has won the Cen-

tury III Leaders Scholarship com-
petition at Owendale-Gagetown
School, according to Principal
James R. Barr. The 17-year-old
senior is now eligible to compete
with other high school seniors
throughout Michigan for two
$1,500 state scholarships, two
$500 state scholarships, and a
$10,000 national scholarship that
will be awarded in a conference of
state winners in historic colonial
Williamsburg, Va. The scholarship
competition emphasizes the future
concerns of America. Students are
judged on the basis of their lead-
ership abilities, community in-
volvement and score on a current
events examination. To compete
at the state level, Miss Thies must
now write a brief projection out-
lining what she thinks is one of
America’s future challenges and
how it should be met. She is the
daughter of Carol and Manuel
Thies of Owendale.

Mrs. Leona Behr celebrated her
birthday Monday with dinner at
the Whipple Tree with her family
and friends. Guests were Mrs.
Julie Capala, Mrs. Iris Behr, Mrs.
Joyce Baer, Mrs. Mary Sue Blank,
Mrs. Connie Britt, Becky, Mrs.
Marilyn Deering and Sharon, Mrs.
Cathy Chard, Mrs. Alvena Rhine-
hardt and Peggy, Mrs. Nancy
Palmer and Todd, Mrs. Dawn
Deering and Brad, Mrs. Dorothy
Puterbaugh and Mrs. Audrey
Leslie.

50 YEARS AGO (1970)  

Cindy Strickland capped four
years as a member of the queen’s
court when she was named home-
coming queen Friday. Last year’s
queen, Jill Auten, placed the
crown on her successor and Prin-
cipal Russell Richards presented
the students’ choice with flowers. 

I recently overheard someone observe that the anxiety, fear and upheaval stem-
ming from the COVID-19 pandemic have been enough to make even a really nor-
mal person climb into a bottle and stay there.

It was humorous, but no joke when you’re in recovery (like me) after breaking
free from addiction to alcohol or drugs. Even after years of living sober, you can’t
let your guard down for even a minute.
Of course, it goes without saying that the past seven months have been a struggle

for all of us as we continue to do our best to navigate life under the cloud of this
COVID-19 pandemic, including self-quarantines, self-isolation, social distancing,
etc.
The struggle has been especially difficult for those who were already battling de-

pression or substance abuse, according to health experts, who cite a significant in-
crease in reported drug overdoses and suicides since the pandemic gripped
Michigan and the nation.

So, how are you coping?
I’ve been fortunate to have continued working throughout this health crisis (al-

though I’m relatively certain there’s some debate over just how essential I am). But
the pandemic has required a shift to spending most of my working days grinding
out copy from home.
I’ve managed to remain productive (and sober), having resisted the temptation to

toss routine into the wind.
Turns out that’s a wise idea, according to the folks with the International Society

of Bipolar Disorders Task Force on Chronobiology and Chronotherapy and the So-
ciety for Light Treatment and Biologic Rhythms. While medically necessary to
limit spread, Covid-related social policies that isolate can disrupt many of the sta-
bilizing factors in our lives that support mental health, they say.

“One of the most important brain systems contributing to daily wellbeing is the
body’s internal biologic clock. This system of clocks keeps our body and our be-
havior synchronized with the 24-hour cycle of light and dark,” a recent article pub-
lished by the society states.
“Predictable daily schedules and regular routines help to keep the body clock run-

ning smoothly. When our body clocks run smoothly, we feel better. Research shows
that disrupted body clocks are associated with many physical and mental health
conditions, including depression, diabetes, obesity, and cancer.

“When faced with major upheavals in our lives-such as those caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic-our body clocks have much more difficulty re-establishing
regular biologic rhythms. Absent the normal social routines of work, childcare and
socializing, the biological clock system may be confused or challenged. As a result,
we may experience negative physical symptoms similar to jet lag such as disturbed
sleep, appetite, energy, and mood.”
The story notes that individuals with mood disorder, such as depression or bipolar

disorder, may have an especially sensitive body clock, making it even more im-
portant to pay attention to routines.
The society offers a number of tips we can all use to stay on an even keel, includ-

ing:
*Set up a routine for yourself while you are in quarantine or working from home;

get up at the same time every day, for example, because regular sleep and wake
times are the most important input for stabilizing your body clock.
*Make sure you spend some time outdoors every day, especially in the early morn-

ing. If you can’t, try to spend at least two hours by a window, looking into the day-
light, and focusing on being calm.
*Set times for a few regular activities each day such as home tutoring, telephone

calls with a friend, or cooking; do these activities at the same time each day.
*Exercise every day, ideally at the same time each day.
*Eat meals at the same time every day. If you’re not hungry, at least eat a small

snack.
*Social interactions are important, even during social distancing. Seek out “back

and forth” social interactions where you share thoughts and feelings with another
person in real time; videoconferencing, telephone, or real-time text-messaging is
preferred to scrolling through messages.

*Avoid bright light (especially blue light – computer screens, smartphones, etc.)
in the evening, because blue spectrum light suppresses the hormone that helps us
sleep.

Here’s to hoping this nightmare will be over – or at least fade – soon. But in the
meantime, stay on top of your routine, and don’t go it alone.

Baptized Sunday, Oct. 18. in
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
was Matthew Wayne Spaid, son of
Mr. and Mrs. William Spaid of
Cass City. Sponsors for the infant
were Mr. and Mrs. William
Hacker. On Sunday, Oct. 11. Pas-
tor James VanDellen baptized
Shelly Ann Proctor, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Proctor.
Her sponsors were Robert Kappen
and Bonnie Kappen.
A birthday party in honor of Mrs.

Charlotte Bishop was held Satur-
day, Oct. 17, with 27 present at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Harland
Lounsbury and son Norris. Pres-
ent were: Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Bishop, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kain,
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Emery and
boys, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bishop
and daughters, all of Caro, Mr.
and Mrs. Leo Parker and children
of Bad Axe, Mr. and Mrs. Mike
Spaulding and children of Flint
and Jania Aguilera of Sebewaing.

Airman William A. Zulauf, son
of Mr. and Mrs. William J. Zulauf
of Ubly, has completed basic
training at Lackland AFB, Texas.
He has been assigned to Lowry
AFB, Colo., for training in the
munitions and weapons mainte-
nance field. Airman Zulauf is a
1970 graduate of Ubly Commu-
nity Schools.

The first apartment complex in
Cass City built especially for
rental purposes was given the
green light Tuesday at the village
council meeting. The apartments
will be adjacent to Hill Street
starting about 120 feet north of
Church Street.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)

George Rolston of New Green-
leaf purchased the frame building
on the lot on East Main Street sold
a few months ago by Manley
Asher to Brinker & Armstrong.
The sale was made Wednesday af-
ternoon and Mr. Rolston started at
once to tear down the structure.
Brinker & Armstrong, who are
erecting a new building for a lum-
ber warehouse, had planned to
leave the frame building on the
site until spring and use it as an of-
fice. They will now complete the
warehouse in its entirety this fall.
The building, constructed of ce-
ment blocks with a front of buff
brick, will cover 66 by 120 feet.
The frame building sold Wednes-
day formerly stood on the corner
of Main and Oak streets and was
occupied for many years for busi-
ness purposes. In 1888, Howe &
Bigelow conducted their hardware
business there. The building was
moved from that location when N.
Bigelow erected the brick block
on that site in 1901. 

Miss Shirley Ann Damm was
completely surprised Tuesday
when 32 of her friends walked
into her home to help celebrate her
17th birthday. The guests, joined
by Miss Damm, viewed pictures
at the Cass theatre and then re-
turned to the Damm home for
games and refreshments. The ta-
bles at which lunch was served
were decorated in Halloween em-
blems and Shirley’s table was cen-
tered with a birthday cake with
candles. She received many gifts.

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Miss Hazel Mead entertained ten
little girls from four to six cele-
brating Frances Middleton’s sev-
enth birthday. Halloween
decorations and games furnished
a jolly time for the guests. Ice
cream and cake and jelly were
served in the dining room with a
brightly lighted birthday cake with
seven candles around which the
little guests made merry. 

Eugene Cameron and Robt. J.
West brought two auto loads of
former parishioners of Rev. Wm.
Richards at Deckerville to Cass
City last Thursday. The company
came laden with well-filled bas-
kets and the M.E. Parsonage was
the scene of a happy gathering. 

Announcements have been re-
ceived of the marriage of Miss
Mayme Young to Mr. Carl Binkle
at Milford on Wednesday, October
20. Mrs. Binkle is the daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. J.D. Young, who
are well known to Cass City peo-
ple.
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News briefs

Tuscola County Recycling moving
CARO – The Tuscola County Recycling Center’s long-awaited move
is at hand, according to Mike Miller, recycling coordinator.

“We will be closing the current recycling facility on Oct. 28. We will
then finish the moving process, and reopen at the new facility on Nov.
9,” Miller said. “Our new address will be 987 Ellington St. (M24), Caro,
MI (the former Riverview Auto site).

“We will operate with the same days and hours of Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,” added Miller, who expressed his appreci-
ation to county residents.
“Thank you for the support of the millage renewal to make this happen.

We appreciate your patience and understanding during this transition.”
Additional information will be available on the county’s website at

www.tuscolacounty.org, the Tuscola County Recycle Facebook page,
via email at recycle@tuscolacounty.org, or by calling (989) 672-1673.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Cass City Village Council 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The Cass City Village Council will be holding a  
Public Hearing  

at the Municipal Building,  
6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan,  

 
Monday, October 26, 2020, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. 

To receive comments on  

Proposed Ordinance # 188, 

  

 Chapter 38, Traffic and Vehicles,  

Article IV (4), ORVs 

 
The proposed ordinance can be found on the  

Village Website at www.casscity.org 
Drop down to Government, Ordinances,  

Proposed Ordinance 188 

  
The Public is invited to attend. 

Nanette S. Walsh 

Clerk/Treasurer   

usage of 50,000 gallons of water is currently charged $187.13 a month,
but will pay $223.37 under the two-percent fee increase, and a customer
with a two-inch line and usage of 75,000 gallons would be charged an
additional $65.45 a month, increasing their current water bill of $266.75
to $332.20.

Now, the bad news

While many residential customers will not see significant hikes in their
bills for water usage, all village residents are facing the prospects of
sharing the cost – over time – for major renovations of an aging waste-
water treatment plant that is already five years beyond its useful life ex-
pectancy of 35 years.
The village’s sewer fees are generally based on water usage, but village

officials are currently looking at a multi-million-dollar project.
The need for an updated facility was again the topic of discussion ear-

lier this year after village officials were forced to shell out another
$285,000 in equipment replacement expenses at the wastewater treat-
ment plant.

In July, the village council heard a presentation from representatives
of Johnson Controls regarding upgrades needed at the plant – which
was built in 1993 — in order to ensure an up-to-date facility that will
continue to protect public health.
Aside from discussing retrofitting an existing plant versus construction

of a new one, the presentation included an option that would change
how processing waste is done; switching from anaerobic digesters –
currently in use at the Cass City WWTP — to aerobic digesters, which
are cheaper and require less expensive equipment to process the waste.

By definition, anaerobic wastewater treatment is a biological process
in which microorganisms degrade organic contaminants in the absence
of oxygen. Conversely, the aerobic process relies on a continuous sup-
ply of air to be mixed in with the waste material.
The first option presented by Johnson Controls officials called for up-

grades to the plant, as an “asset management plan” is written, while
continuing to use an anaerobic setup. It comes with a price tag of $15.9
million. 

Option two, meanwhile, would switch the processing method from
anaerobic digesters to aerobic digesters along with upgrades at the plant,
at a projected cost of $11.2 million.
The council hasn’t formally acted on the matter, but Powell said Friday

that the council is no longer considering construction of a new plant.
“They have decided the cost to build new is too high – we’re going to
be using the existing building and structures,” she added.
Much work is yet to be done with respect to determining and proposing

sewer rate increases that will support extensive renovations at the plant,
said Powell, who pointed out the work will likely take place over a pe-
riod of two to three years, and the rate hikes will likely be incremental.

“However, honestly, we know there’s a great cost (involved),” she
said. “(But) we really must do something – this is public health.”

Continued from page one.

Council eyes water rate hike

1,085 car-deer accidents last year, while Tuscola County had 1,066.
Statewide, 1,429 people were injured and a dozen people were killed

(four in passenger vehicles and eight were motorcyclists).
The highest number of crashes (9,885) occurred during November,

and about 43 percent occurred during the fourth quarter of the year.
Nationally, more than 1.5 million deer-vehicle collisions occur each

year in the United States, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
estimates. Those collisions result in about $1 billion in vehicle damage
and cause 150 deaths each year.

Normally, the accidents increase towards the end of the year because
deer are on the move, with bucks chasing does during mating season
and trying to avoid hunters.

While the state’s two million deer are most active in spring and fall,
vehicle-deer crashes are a year-round problem. Each year, there are
roughly 50,000 reported vehicle-deer crashes in Michigan. About 80
percent of these crashes occur on two-lane roads between dusk and
dawn.

The most serious crashes occur when drivers swerve to avoid a deer
and hit another vehicle or a fixed object, or when their vehicle rolls
over. It’s a natural reaction, but one that can also be dangerous and put
motorists at risk for a serious crash.

MSP officials say the best ways to avoid a collision with a deer in-
clude:

*Stay aware, awake, and sober.
*Be especially wary in the spring and fall.
*Keep an eye out for signs placed at known deer crossing areas to alert

you of the possible presence of deer.
*Keep in mind that deer are herd animals and frequently travel in sin-

gle file. If you see one deer cross the road, chances are there are more
waiting.

*Be alert for deer, especially at dawn and dusk. If you see one, slow
down.
*Don’t rely on gimmicks, flashing your high-beam headlights or honk-

ing your horn to deter deer.
If a crash is unavoidable:

*Don’t swerve. Brake firmly, hold onto the steering wheel, and bring
your vehicle to a controlled stop.

*Pull off the road, turn on your emergency flashers, and be cautious
of other traffic if you exit your vehicle.
*Report the crash to the nearest police agency and your insurance com-

pany.
Remember to buckle up, as seat belts are motorists’ best defense in

the event of a crash.

Continued from page one.

It’s deer season on roadways

Daley: plot against Whitmer,
state officials kept under wraps

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The terrorist plot against Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer was kept under
wraps — even from lawmakers
who were also prospective targets,
according to Senator Kevin Daley
(R-Lum).

“We found out at the same time
the general public did about the
threat that also included an attack
on the government building,” said
Daley, whose 31st District in-
cludes Tuscola County. “The (al-
leged terrorists) were trying to
find 100 men to attack the Capitol
to take prisoners and kill as many
people as they could.

“They didn’t care if you were a
Democrat or a Republican -
woman or man. They do not like
elected officials… period.”
Michigan Attorney General Dana

Nessel, in conjunction with the
U.S. Attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Michigan, Andrew Birge,
the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern
District of Michigan Matthew
Schneider, the FBI and the Michi-
gan State Police, joined in a law
enforcement effort that, after
months of work, culminated in the
execution of a series of search
warrants and arrest warrants –
both in-state and out-of-state – re-
lated to alleged planned acts of
terrorism.
“The suspects, now under arrest,

are alleged to have called on the
groups’ members to identify the
home addresses of law enforce-
ment officers in order to target

them, made threats of violence to
instigate a civil war leading to so-
cietal collapse, and engaged in the
planning and training for an oper-
ation to attack the state capitol
building and kidnap government
officials, including Whitmer, ac-
cording to information released by
the state.

“It was a planned attack on our
state as a whole. I’ve seen the
video of the guy that was planning
the (attack). He stated he hated all
officials,” said Daley. “This is a
dangerous, dangerous situation.”

Daley noted he felt that the gov-
ernor turned the situation “into a
political thing. It is a shame we
cannot be on the same page,” he
said.
Through the efforts of more than

200 state and federal law enforce-
ment officials  – including experts
from outside of Michigan – offi-
cers executed a series of search
warrants in more than a dozen
cities around the state, including,
Belleville, Cadillac, Canton,
Charlotte, Clarkston, Grand
Rapids, Luther, Munith, Orion
Township, Ovid, Portage, Shelby
Township and Waterford.

“There has been a disturbing in-
crease in anti-government rhetoric
and the re-emergence of groups
that embrace extremist ideolo-
gies,” Nessel said. “These groups
often seek to recruit new members
by seizing on a moment of civil
unrest and using it to advance
their agenda of self-reliance and
armed resistance.

“This is more than just political

disagreement or passionate advo-
cacy; some of these groups’ mis-
sion is simply to create chaos and
inflict harm on others.”
So far, more than 19 state felony

charges have been filed by Nessel
against eight individuals known to
be members of the militia group
Wolverine Watchmen or associ-
ates of Wolverine Watchmen.

In addition, six individuals were
charged by Birge with separate,
federal felony charges as a result
of the execution of the warrants.

“Michigan law enforcement of-
ficers are united in our commit-
ment to rooting out terrorism in
any form, and we will take swift
action against anyone seeking to
cause violence or harm in our
state,” said Col. Joe Gasper, direc-
tor of the Michigan State Police.
“Michigan residents can assist us
in this mission by speaking up if
you see suspicious activity or be-
come aware of someone making
threats. 

“No tip is too small; don’t wait
until it’s too late. Tips can be sub-
mitted confidentially 24/7 online
at our website.”

Since the initial arrests were
made, FBI officials have alleged
anti-government activists dis-
cussed kidnapping not only
Michigan’s governor, but also Vir-
ginia Gov. Ralph Northam during
a meeting this year.

Their grievance with the gover-
nors stemmed from the lockdown
of businesses in an effort to slow
the spread of COVID-19.

Green: bills designed to address Covid
State Rep. Phil Green (R-

Millington) says the Michigan
House is continuing its efforts to
combat the COVID-19 pandemic
by crafting legislation designed to
help the unemployed, nursing
home residents and other residents
hit especially hard by the virus.

Green, who represents the 84th
District (Tuscola and Huron coun-
ties), noted the latest House votes
came in the wake of a recent

Michigan Supreme Court ruling
that struck down Gov. Whitmer’s
coronavirus-related executive or-
ders.

“My colleagues and I have tried
to work with the governor to im-
prove the state’s COVID-19 re-
sponse from the very beginning,”
Green said. “We’re still working,
and the measures we approved
today will help Thumb residents
and their families in all sorts of

ways,” Green said.
“I am hopeful the days of the

governor vetoing the Legislature’s
efforts to help Michigan families
are over, and that she will partner
with us to do the right thing for
everyone in our state trying to
make it through these challenging
times.”

Senate Bill 886 – approved by
the House last week – would safe-
guard the Unemployment Insur-
ance Agency (UIA) benefits put in
place to address the pandemic and
guarantees those claims will con-
tinue uninterrupted for the maxi-
mum number of weeks allowed by
the federal government.

Green explained the plan would
protect workers who left jobs to
self-isolate or quarantine, as well
as people who are immunocom-
promised or need to care for a
family member diagnosed with
COVID-19. “It also ensures job
providers will continue to be held
harmless for unemployment ben-
efit charges if their employees
were laid off because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Green said other measures are
designed to help prevent the
spread of COVID-19 in nursing
homes by implementing recom-
mendations of the Nursing Homes
COVID-19 Preparedness Task
Force.

“It prohibits the return of
COVID-19-positive residents to
nursing facilities unless they have
recovered, or the facility has es-
tablished a state-approved and
dedicated area to care for people
with the virus,” Green said. “The
legislation also allows in-person,
indoor visitation in nursing
homes.”

The House also approved meas-
ures that would:

*Extend the validity of vehicle
registrations, driver’s licenses and
state identification cards that ex-
pired after March 2020, and waive
late fees associated with renewing
expired documents.

*Allow important documents,
such as wills, deeds and other
forms to be signed and witnessed
electronically through the end of
2020.
*Allow retirees to return to work

to help the UIA or the Michigan
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration with the over-
whelming number of claims with-
out forfeiting their retirement
benefits.

*Prompt the full reopening of
state unemployment offices and
Secretary of State branches to bet-
ter serve the public.

*Provide local governments,
school boards and other public
bodies with a method to meet
electronically, if necessary, to con-
duct business and engage with the
public.
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Best Wishes for a Safe and Successful Season from your Friends at

Serving the entire Upper Thumb with quality Cellular, Broadband, and Computer Sales & Service
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Special needs clinic
funding set in budget
State Senators Kevin Daley and Ken Horn recently supported a fiscal

year 2021 budget plan that includes funding for the Special Needs Vi-
sion Clinic in Saginaw County.
The Special Needs Vision Clinic has been in operation for nearly four

decades and is the only one of its kind in Michigan. The clinic operates
as a non-profit vision clinic and is specifically dedicated to the care of
developmentally disabled and handicapped patients.
The clinic has served thousands of patients, including many from the

Thumb region, since its inception in 1982, and continues to reach 700
to 900 patients each year.
The staff also travels to lesser served areas to provide care to individ-

uals who are unable to travel or do not have the means to attend the
clinic in Saginaw.
“The staff at the clinic possess an extreme dedication to helping meet

the needs of their patients,” said Daley (R-Lum), whose district includes
Tuscola County. “They provide vital services to patients in the Great
Lakes Bay Region and throughout the state. This funding ensures that
this deserving population can continue to receive appropriate care that
meets their unique needs.”
Daley and Horn, along with other lawmakers, worked with the Special

Needs Vision Clinic to include $100,000 in funding that would allow
the clinic to continue providing optometric services to Michigan’s de-
velopmentally disabled and handicapped population.

Daley said the idea was brought to his attention by the Bay City Lion’s
Club, which organized a tour and an opportunity for the senator to meet
with the director of the clinic.
“I’m still on cloud nine about this funding being secured for the clinic,”

said Special Needs Vision Clinic Director Dolores Kowalski. “I appre-
ciate the hard work and support from our legislators in Lansing — this
funding will allow us to continue to provide essential services to this
most-deserving population.”

New farmers market project underway

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Construction of a farmers’ market in Caro is just starting, and vendors
are already vying for a space.
A permanent farmers market is being built at 238 S. State St., former

home of Stephen’s Tire Service.
The general contractor doing the work is Three Rivers Construction

of Midland.
The market will include a pavilion with bathrooms, water and electrical

service, solar panels, two entrances and a paved parking lot.
“It’s not completed yet and requests from vendors who want to be a

part of it are being made,” said Thom Bardwell.
Aside from his role as a chairman of the Tuscola County Board of

Commissioners, Bardwell operates several small businesses, and as
such, is a frequent vendor at markets throughout the Thumb area.
To kickstart the project, the Michigan Strategic Fund awarded the city

of Caro a Community Development Block Grant of $1 million.
“The building should be up sometime in late October, and DDA is put-

ting together the qualifications for a market manager,” Bardwell said.
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Carlton Buehrly

Carlton Edward Buehrly, 92, of Kiva, entered eternal life Wednesday, October 14, 2020, at UP
Health System – Marquette.
Born April 29, 1928, in Detroit, son of Edward and Jennett Buehrly, Carl was raised on the family

farm in Cass City, Michigan, where he learned the value of work at an early age and developed a
strong lifelong work ethic.  

As a youth, he longed to drive the large farm equipment but his father
deemed it too dangerous, so Carl was placed in charge of a team of
horses to do his portion of the farm work.   Growing up in a farm-
ing community, Carl also belonged to the local 4-H Club.    
Following graduation from Cass City High School, Carl was

hired as a herdsman with Jensen Farms in Marlette.  It was
there he met their secretary, Carolyn Satory, who became the
love of his life.  The couple was married on October 28,
1950, in Sandusky, Michigan, making their first home at
Jensen Farms.  

Carl later began a 20 year employment with McKone
Farms in Clarklake, where he performed a multitude of farm
tasks, including working with registered Hereford cattle and
the company’s fruit orchards.  Recognized for his agricultural
talents, particularly with cattle, Michigan State University on
their third attempt to hire Carl finally succeeded.  In December
1973, Carl became herdsman for the Michigan State University Ex-
periment Station in Chatham.  After ten years at Chatham, MSU again
asked him to relocate, this time to East Lansing to manage their herds involved in the MSU Embryo
Transplant Program.  In his new job, Carl worked with veterinarians and students in a team approach.
He enjoyed mentoring the students and earned the respect of students and peers alike.  

Retiring at age 65, Carl and Carolyn purchased property in the Kiva area.  In retirement, Carl as-
sisted his son, Bob, with his farm in Traunik, naming their combined cattle and farm operation
“Buehrly’s Buckeye Spur Farm”.  Throughout the years, Carl enjoyed mentoring numerous students
and was generous with the sharing of his
time and knowledge.  He especially
liked to attend cattle events and en-
joyed interaction with anyone, espe-
cially youth, concerning anything
agricultural in nature.  His hobbies
and interests centered around being
an enthusiastic Spartan fan and
work, work, work!  Carl was a mem-
ber of the Michigan Cattlemen’s As-
sociation and was their 2008
recipient of the Cattle Businessman
of the Year award.  He was deeply
loved by his family and friends, and
has enriched the lives of many he en-
countered.  Carl had a long and fruit-
ful life full of hard work, warmth and
humor and although he will be greatly missed, there is no doubt that he left this world a better place.
Carl is survived by his wife of 70 years, Carolyn; his children, Robert (Vickie) Buehrly of Traunik,

Colleen (Mike) Portale of Avon Lake, OH and Mary Lynn Buehrly of Mason; his grandchildren,
Bridgette (John) Woodham, Tiffany (Terry) Johnson, Bethany Buehrly, Andrew (Chelsea) Portale
and Ashley Portale; and great-grandchildren, Clay Dean Johnson, Stella Rae Johnson, John Hunter
Woodham, and Audrey Kathleen Portale.
Private family services will be held.
Fassbender Swanson Hansen Funeral and Cremation Services is serving the family.  Interment will

be made in the spring at the Juhl Cemetery, Marlette, Michigan.
Condolences may be expressed online at fassbenderswansonhansen.com.

Mary Karr

On the morning of October 9, 2020, Mary Karr, of Milan, Michigan died peacefully
in her sleep at the age of 60, surrounded by her loving family.

Mary Christine Kreuz was born the twentieth of December 1959, in Cambridge,
Massachusetts to Edward and Jean Kreuz. The youngest of six, Mary was the darling
of the family home on Cleveland St. in Arlington, Mass. 
She played clarinet and softball at Arlington High, later starring as the centerfielder

on the 1986 City of Boston Mayor’s Cup championship team. At age 20, Mary moved
to France to serve as an au pair for a family in the Loire Valley and to backpack her
way around Europe. Upon her stateside return, she and her sister Sally found an apart-
ment in Woburn, MA. In 1984 she became godmother to her sister Nancy’s son, Ben-
jamin Eaton.
While working in Cambridge at MIT, she met a curious professor from the Midwest

named Dale George Karr. They began dating, fell in love, and were married June
18th, 1988 in Woburn, MA. Their son Jesse Dale was born in March of 1989; not
long after, Dale received an offer to teach at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor,
and a chance to return home to Michigan. Around Christmas of 1989 the young fam-
ily moved to the “frontier”, finding a house with a
barn and five acres in Milan, MI. Mary set to
work transforming the house and property into
a beautiful home, and in November 1991
they welcomed Grant John into the world.
While she certainly missed Boston and
her family and friends back east, Mary
built herself a wonderful new circle of
friends in Michigan and gave countless
hours of service to the schools, sports
programs, and Marble Memorial
United Methodist Church. While she
grew to love Milan and its people, she
always looked forward to the annual
family vacation to the cottage, beach
and family at Little Neck in Ipswich,
MA.

In February 1994, Lucas Gabriel was
born, and the family was complete. Mean-
while, Mary continued to overhaul the family
property in Milan, discovering a particular penchant
for gardening. Therefore, once all three sons were in
school, Mary decided to become a florist. It was a job she loved and at which she
excelled for the next two decades, allowing her to spread love and happiness to the
world via her work and her personality.

As the boys grew up and it became clear that sports, not music, were where their
talents lay, Mary decided to pick up golf. She found she was also a gifted golfer; so
good, in fact, that her skills rapidly surpassed those of her three boys and husband.
She and Dale joined a golf league, and she especially enjoyed playing with (and out-
classing) her sons whenever they were home.
Mary was a spectacular and remarkable woman. She emanated love and happiness

every day, enriching the lives of everyone she met. She was both adaptable and pas-
sionate, allowing her to absorb and grow from every challenge life sent her way. As
her time to meet God grew near, countless friends and family reached out to show
her how much she meant to them, and not a few expressed a similar sentiment: that
it would not be possible to live life better than Mary Karr. She taught us so much,
particularly how to live with love and happiness, and she will continue to inspire us
all in perpetuity.
She was preceded in death by her sisters, Nancy and Sally. 
In addition to her husband Dale, Mary is survived by her sons Jesse, Grant and

Luke; her brothers, David and Ricky; her sister Patti; and 14 nieces and nephews. 
A private service was held October 16th. A public memorial service will be sched-

uled and announced at a later date.

Sidney “Sid” Parsell 

Sidney Douglas “Sid” Parsell, 65, of Cass City, died Tuesday October 13, 2020 in Hills and Dales
General Hospital of Cass City.  
He was born April 18, 1955 in Cass City to Norman and Mary (Faszcza) Parsell.
He married Elizabeth K. Anthes-Dickinson August 20, 2016 in Cass City.       
Sid graduated from Akron Fairgrove High School.  
He worked as a farmer his entire life on his parents’ farm.  Sid

was skilled at fixing cars and enjoyed time spent tinkering with
them.  He loved a good round of golf, traveling and was a loyal
Detroit Lions fan.  Sid attended Novesta Church of Christ,
Cass City.   
He will be fondly remembered for loving life; always jok-

ing, never too serious and always having fun.              
Sid is survived by his wife, Beth; daughters:  Shawna

(Brian) Walts of Caro and Kristin Parsell of Caro;  eight
grandchildren:  Alexis, Bryce and Colton Laskowski, Devin,
Shilynn, Dawson, Adalynn and RayLynn Parsell; siblings:
Gene (Pearl) Parsell of Pigeon, John (Caroline) Parsell of
Fayetteville, GA, Timothy Parsell of Caro, Debra Parsell  (Ron
Watson) of Westminster, CO and Mark (Denise) Parsell of Cold-
water; three step-sons and spouses; and four step grandsons.
He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Susan Miller.   
A funeral service was held Monday, October 19, in Novesta Church of Christ, Cass City with Brad

Speirs officiating.  
Interment is in Elkland Township Cemetery.   
Memorials may be made to Novesta Church of Christ, Bay Shore Camp, or American Cancer So-

ciety.  
Friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

LaVern Rutkoski 

LaVern Peter Rutkoski, 80, of Cass City, passed away peacefully Friday, October
16, 2020 in McLaren Bay Region, Bay City.  

He was born September 22, 1940 at home in Cumber, the sixth of fifteen children
born to Enick and Helen (Jurkowski) Rutkoski.  
He married Carol Ann Walmsley September 7, 1963 in St. Pancratius Church, Cass

City.
LaVern graduated in 1958 from Cass City High School.  
He worked as a Process Engineer at General Cable for thirty-eight years, earning

patents and accolades for his work.  One of his proudest accomplishments was de-
signing and building his family’s home in Cass City, where he raised his three children
with Carol and provided a nurturing environment for his three grandchildren.  

LaVern enjoyed woodworking, gardening, and his John Deere tractor.  He shared
these hobbies with his family, teaching them the importance of hard work, faith and
compassion.   
A sports fan, LaVern cheered for the University of Michigan, the Detroit Pistons and

the Detroit Tigers.  LaVern and Carol traveled extensively, visiting Italy, Ireland and
the United Kingdom, as well as friends and family through-

out the United States. 
LaVern was well known in the community as a
generous and hard-working man with an enthu-

siasm for mentoring others and helping peo-
ple in need.  He was an active member and
leader of the Knights of Columbus Thumb
Council and organized many events at his
church like the annual Potato Drive, Toot-
sie Roll drive and Fish Frys.  LaVern
started each day with a cup of coffee with
his good friends at Nick’s, discussing the
news of the Thumb.  

LaVern is survived by his wife, Carol
Ann; children:  Lisa Marie (Kirk) Winter of

Cass City, Christine Ann (Randolph) Hasson
of Merritt Island, FL and Matthew James (Erin

Hitchins) Rutkoski of Chicago, IL; grandchil-
dren:  Brennan (Tiffany) Winter, Chase Winter and

Emily Hasson; siblings:  Herb Rutkoski of Cass City,
Catherine Keahn of Utica, Ron (Caroline) Rutkoski of Decker, Veronica (Gary)
Priestly of Caro, JoAnne (Tom) Osantowski of Cass City, Larry (Ann) Rutkoski of
Essexville, Patti (Rennie Sandercott) Willcocks of Sterling Heights and Mike (Ce-
celia) Rutkoski of Columbus, OH; sister-in-law, Joanne Rutkoski of Ocala, FL; and
many nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his parents; siblings: Mildred (Ralph) Orzel, Frank
Rutkoski, Lucille Rutkoski, Phyllis (Del) Lowrie, Jeanne Rutkoski and Rosemary
Rutkoski; brother-in-law, Gerald Keahn; and sister-in-law, Kay Rutkoski.    
Visitation will be held from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Wednesday, October 21, in Kranz Fu-

neral Home of Cass City and from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Thursday, October 22, in St.
Pancratius Catholic Church of Cass City  
A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday, October 22, in Our Lady Conso-

lata Parish, St. Pancratius Catholic Church, Cass City with the Rev. Theo Nnabugo
officiating.

Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to Our Lady Consolata Parish, St. Pancratius Catholic

Church, Knights of Columbus, or the American Heart Association.
Friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranzfu-

neralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Ann Craig

Ann Louise Craig, 74, of Cass City, died unexpectedly Saturday, October 17, 2020 in her
home.  
She was born January 27, 1946 in Saginaw, to Bernard and Lucy (Wadsworth) Starmann.  
She married Thomas Craig December 26, 1965 in Cass City United Methodist Church.    
Ann graduated from Cass City High School in 1964.  She studied history and received her

Bachelors of Arts from Central Michigan University and years later, earned a Master’s Degree
in Library Science from Wayne State University.  

She enjoyed researching her family history and genealogy.
Ann was employed as a substitute teacher in the Cass City
High School Library.  Her knowledge and love of books
and reading aided many visitors of the Rawson Memo-
rial District Library in Cass City, where she worked for
over twenty-five years.   She would read anything,
from classic literature to contemporary horror novels.
Ann loved her pet cats and had a tremendous sweet
tooth for cookies and candy.  She served as a Deacon
of First Presbyterian Church of Cass City and was an
active member of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women. 
Ann is survived by her husband, Tom; daughter: Bar-

bara (Shea) Charles of Howell; grandson, Ethan Charles
of Howell; sister: Suzanne (Michael) Mulligan of Arlington
Heights, IL; Goddaughter and niece, Susan (Jack) Kasko;
nieces and nephews: Amy (Patrick) Sacor, Anne Mulligan, Elsa
(Scott) Starmann-Sprague, Hannah Starmann and Jonny Starmann.  

She was preceded in death by her parents and siblings: Barbara Starmann and John Starmann.  
Visitation will be held 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Tuesday, October 27,  in Kranz Funeral Home of

Cass City. A funeral service will take place at 12:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 27, in Kranz Funeral
Home of Cass City with the Rev. Michele Hile officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to Rawson Memorial Library or First Presbyterian Church of Cass

City.   
Friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at

www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
In accordance with the current state executive order, social distancing and limitations on num-

bers gathered in the funeral home will be observed. Attendees are also kindly reminded to wear
a mask or other facial covering. 
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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IN ADDITION to fire safety lessons, the Elkland Township Fire Department

has invited local fifth grade students to participate in a coloring/poster contest

related to fire safety in the kitchen. The winners, to be announced over the next

couple of weeks, will receive a trophy along with a pizza and pop.

October is Fire Prevention
Month, and state officials are
helping to spread a message de-
signed to protect Michigan resi-
dents and save lives.
“It is important for Michigan res-

idents to recognize that fires can
impact anyone, and we must all
take action to protect ourselves
and our families,” said Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer. “With these
practical and essential preventive
measures, people can help avoid
fires in their homes and also be
better prepared if a fire does
occur.”

According to data collected by
MI Prevention – a statewide com-
munity risk reduction effort led by
the Department of Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs (LARA) in
collaboration with the State Fire
Marshal and Michigan’s fire
safety organizations – most of
Michigan’s fire deaths happen
overnight, with 50 percent of
those fatalities resulting from fires
that started in the living room, 17
percent that started in the kitchen
and 16 percent, in bedrooms.

“It is critical for each of us to
practice fire safety in our home
with our entire family, including
our children,” said Orlene Hawks,
LARA director. “Create a fire es-
cape plan and practice it often as
a family – it is a simple thing to do
and it can save the lives of the
people we love.”
LARA has created several public

service announcements to help
spread the word on how to best
prevent fires by focusing on topics
such as careless smoking, smoke
alarms, heaters, Christmas trees,
and prevention measures.

“Having working smoke alarms
in every bedroom and on every
level of your home, including

closing your bedroom doors when
you are sleeping, are the best de-
fenses against fast-moving fires
and can cut a family’s risk in half
from dying in a home fire,” said
State Fire Marshal Kevin
Sehlmeyer.

State officials are asking resi-
dents to check the smoke alarms
that protect their elder family
members, and to identify fire haz-
ards in their homes and correct
them. It is also important to be
cautious while smoking, as 51
percent of the fire deaths in Michi-
gan since 2017 have involved
careless smoking.

In order to make your home
more fire-safe, MI Prevention of-
fers the following tips:

*Install smoke alarms on every
level of the home and inside every
sleeping area.

*Check smoke and carbon
monoxide alarms by pushing the
test button every month.

*Never smoke in bed, and keep
lighters and cigarettes away from
children.

*Never leave lit candles unat-
tended; place them in sturdy hold-
ers on uncluttered surfaces,
keeping them at least one foot
away from anything that can burn,
including curtains, bedding, furni-
ture, and carpeting.

*Have fireplaces, chimneys,
wood stoves, and coal stoves in-
spected annually by a professional
– and cleaned if necessary.

*Never leave a fire in the fire-
place unattended.

*Use caution when using space
heaters; never leave them unat-
tended, keep them at least three
feet away from anything that can
burn, and place them on a hard-
nonflammable surface, like a ce-

ramic tile floor.
*Replace frayed extension cords

and do not overload extension
cords.

*Never overload electrical out-
lets; plug only one heat-producing
appliance into an outlet at a time.
*Major appliances should not be

plugged in using extension cords
or plug strips. Plug appliances and
space heaters directly into the wall
electrical outlet.

*Keep clothes and other items
three feet away from gas water
heaters.
*Clean the dryer lint screen after

each load – lint is extremely flam-
mable.

*Have fire extinguishers in the
home and know how to use them.

*Make sure all doors and win-
dows leading outside open easily
and are not blocked by furniture or
clutter.

*Sleep with your bedroom door
closed with a smoke alarm in your
bedroom; this can save lives by re-
ducing toxic smoke levels and
slowing down the spread of fire
and smoke into bedrooms.
*If you need to escape out a win-

dow, close the door between you
and the fire before opening the
window to escape, as a closed
door slows down the spread of fire
and smoke as you escape.

This year’s National Fire Protec-
tion Association theme is “Serve
Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!” It
is imperative to never leave cook-
ing unattended and to keep the
stove and burners clean and free
of grease to avoid the potential for
a small kitchen fire that can get
out of hand quickly.
To learn more about MI Preven-

tion, visit the website www.michi-
gan.gov/miprevention.

October Fire Prevention Month in state

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

jump in our cases – a trend we can
reverse if we all take this seriously
and follow best practices to slow
the spread of COVID-19.”

The recent increase in cases,
along with people gathering in-
doors more frequently due to
cooler weather, creates a risk of
greater community spread.

To protect against the risk of a
devastating surge in cases and its
impact on Michiganders,
MDHHS has issued additional
emergency orders to clarify gath-
ering definitions, capacity restric-
tions, mask requirements and
worker protections.

Wearing masks, practicing social
distancing, washing hands, and
participating in contact tracing
with public health officials are
proven, effective ways to slow the
spread of this virus.
As Michigan works to safely re-

open, Khaldun said, it’s important
to remember that does not mean
that the virus is gone, or the risk
of infection is less. Scientists and
doctors agree that masks and face
coverings can help to reduce the
spread by about 70 percent.

“Not feeling ill is not a sign that
you are not infected – the reality
is that about 40 percent of people
who have COVID-19 may be
asymptomatic and capable of
spreading the virus to others,”

Continued from page one. Khaldun pointed out.
“Although many people getting

infected with COVID-19 this fall
are not needing to be hospitalized,

it still important that we wear
masks and socially distance to
prevent people who will have se-
vere disease from getting infected.

Covid cases take sharp upward turn in state 

can freely exercise their fundamental right to vote without fear of
threats, intimidation or harassment. Prohibiting the open-carry of
firearms in areas where citizens cast their ballots is necessary to ensure
every voter is protected.”

Attorney General Dana Nessel, who noted laws related to carrying a
concealed firearm still apply, supported Benson’s decision.
“Michigan voters have the right to vote in person on Election Day free

from threat and intimidation. An armed presence at the polls is incon-
sistent with our notion of a free democracy,” Nessel said.
“Michiganders should know that law enforcement across multiple lev-

els is working together to ensure that anyone who wishes to exercise
their right to vote in-person on election day can do so safely and without
the threat of intimidation,” added Col. Joe Gasper, director of the Michi-
gan State Police.

County preparations

In Tuscola County, there have been discussions related to ensuring
election security, with Emergency Management Director Deputy Steven
Anderson, Sheriff Glen Skrent, Clerk Jodi Fetting and Prosecutor Mark
E. Reene among the participants.

Skrent says he doesn’t anticipate serious problems on Election Day,
but he also isn’t dismissing the possibility.
“You just (consider) the mood of the country and think, what can hap-

pen, because this is a pretty heated election. The tension, (on top of)
Covid, is just horrible,” he said, noting short tempers and a lack of re-
spect have been on the rise for some time now.

Skrent said deputies will be working extra hours Nov. 3 and “we al-
ways have security in the courthouse during election night.”
As for election integrity, Fetting, the county’s chief elections officer,

says the process designed to make sure each citizen can cast only one
vote – and that each of those votes, including absentee ballots, will
count – remains in place today.

Michigan residents in 2018 approved a wide-ranging constitutional
amendment that allows citizens to register and vote on the day on an
election, and to request absentee ballots without having to give a rea-
son.
“It’s still absentee voting today as it was two years ago. It’s just avail-

able to everybody today. The process is the same as it always has been
– we still have checks and balances,” explained Fetting, who said she’s
comfortable with absentee voting and cast her own vote that way this
year.
The checks and balances in place include election workers comparing

the signature on each ballot with citizens’ signatures on the qualified
voters files. If the signatures don’t match, workers contact the voter in
question and ask them to come in to resolve the issue. “We can also
track individual ballot numbers issued to each voter,” Fetting noted.

As of Oct. 12, Fetting said, 10,814 absentee voter (AV) ballots had
been sent out in the county, with 4,600 of those returned by voters.
“At this point, our AV rate is 42.5 percent,” she continued, adding local

clerks are seeing a trend of voters who have previously voted absentee
returning their ballots earlier.”

So, what happens if a voter at first opts to cast an AV ballot but later
decides to vote in person?
They can do that, according to Fetting, who explained election workers

will check their records to make sure the citizen’s AV ballot has not
been returned, and they will ask the voter to sign an affidavit.

While Fetting is confident in the system, she does have concerns re-
garding residents understanding all of the election laws currently in
place, including exercising their right to vote in person, without letting
their emotions get the best of them.

“I want people to come in to vote. I want people to vote safely,” she
said.
Among those laws is that while state health department laws generally

require residents to wear masks indoors, residents are encouraged – but
not required to — wear them while at a polling place for the purposes
of voting.
Another law in place for many years prohibits citizens from wearing

political gear – shirts, hats, masks, etc. – in support of a specific candi-
date inside a polling place.
Voters who plan to cast their ballots in person this year will find wait

times to be longer this year due to measures in place to reduce the po-
tential spread of COVID-19 – sanitizing voting machines after each use,
for example, and having fewer machines available to allow for social
distancing.

Michigan law allows for “election challengers” and “poll watchers”
to observe the election process on behalf of candidates or partisan en-
tities, but they are prohibited by law from threatening or intimidating
voters or poll workers, or in any way disrupting the voting process.
In addition, “campaigners” are allowed to be on the premises of polling

places, but must stand a minimum of 100 feet from the polling place
doors.
Fetting said election challengers must be certified by the state and ap-

pointed by a political party or organization (two challengers from each
party/organization may be appointed), and they may challenge votes
for good cause.
According to the Michigan Department of State Bureau of Elections,

poll watchers:
*Must conduct themselves in an orderly manner at all times.
*Can be expelled from the precinct for acting in a disorderly manner,

including by campaigning; threatening or intimidating voters or election
inspectors; touching any election equipment; or disrupting the admin-
istration of the election. If a poll watcher violates these standards of
conduct, an election inspector will ask them to leave. If they refuse to
leave, an election inspector will call law enforcement.

*Are not required to be registered to vote in Michigan.
*Cannot be candidates for an elective office to be voted on at the elec-

tion.
*Are not authorized to challenge a person’s right to vote or the actions

of a precinct board.
*Are not permitted to position themselves or sit behind the election

inspectors’ processing table.
*Must sit or stand in the “public area” of the polling place where they

will not interfere with the voting process.
*Are not authorized to approach or talk to voters for any reason.

Continued from page one.

Benson: no open carry
at polls; county officials
prepare for Nov. 3 vote
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the Southwest 1/4 of the
Southeast 1/4 of Section
29, Town 10 North,
Range 7 East 420.0 feet
East of the Northwest
corner of said 1/4 Sec-
tion; thence South paral-
lel to the 1/4 line of said
Section 753.0 feet; thence
East parallel with the
South line of said 1/4
Section 255.0 feet; thence
South parallel with said
1/4 line 567.0 feet to the
South line of said 1/4
Section; thence East
along said line 200.0 feet;
thence North parallel to
said 1/4 line 567.0 feet;
thence West parallel with
said South Section Line,
55.0 feet; thence North
parallel with said 1/4 line
753.0 feet to the North
line of said 1/4 Section;
thence West along the
North line of said 1/4
Section 400.00 feet to the
point of beginning.
Common street address
(if any): 9182 Arbela Rd,
Millington, MI 48746-
9576
The redemption period
shall be 6 months from
the date of such sale, un-
less determined aban-
doned in accordance with
MCL 600.3241a; or, if the
subject real property is
used for agricultural pur-
poses as defined by MCL
600.3240(16).

If the property is sold at
foreclosure sale under
Chapter 32 of the Revised
Judicature Act of 1961,
pursuant to MCL
600.3278 the borrower
will be held responsible
to the person who buys
the property at the mort-
gage foreclosure sale or
to the mortgage holder for
damaging the property
during the redemption pe-
riod.
Attention homeowner: If
you are a military service
member on active duty, if
your period of active duty
has concluded less than
90 days ago, or if you
have been ordered to ac-
tive duty, please contact
the attorney for the party
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CLASSIFIEDS
Transit  (nonbusi-
ness) rates, 10
words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  ad-
ditional words 15
cents each.  Three
weeks for the price
of 2-cash rate.
Save money by en-
closing cash with
mail orders.  Rates
for display want
ads on application.

General Merchandise

Facilities For Rent
VFW HALL - weddings,
parties, funeral, dinners.
Please call 989-872-4933.

4-2-22-tf

• Central A/C

• Gas & Oil Furnaces

• Mobile Home Furnace

•Sales & Service

HEATING

and

AIR

CONDITIONING

Paul L. Brown

Owner

State Licensed

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL

989-872-2734
8-5-3-tf

Dave Nye
Builder
* New Construction

* Additions
* Remodeling

* Pole Buildings
* Roofing
* Siding

* State Licensed *

(989) 872-4670
8-8-10-tf

Ken Martin

Electric, Inc.
Homes - Farms

Commercial

Industrial

STATE LICENSED

Phone 872-4114
4180 Hurds Corner Rd.

8-8-10-tf

SALT FREE iron conditioners
and water softeners, 24,000
grain, $750. In-home service
on all brands.  Credit cards ac-
cepted.  Call Paul’s Pump Re-
pair, 673-4850 or
800-745-4851 for free analysis.

8-9-25-tf
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Real Estate for Sale

LIGHT PRODUCTION WORKER - We have a position
available at competitive wages with excellent benefits. Qual-
ifications: High school diploma, excellent work attendance
record, good math, reading and writing skills, Excellent man-
ual dexterity. For consideration please send resume with ref-
erences to Anrod Screen Cylinder Co., Attn: Human
Resources, P.O. Box 117, Cass City, MI 48726.

11-9-30-4

Real Estate For Rent

CASS CITY Apartments,
an elderly community (el-
derly being defined as 62
years of age or older; dis-
abled regardless of age) lo-
cated in Cass City, MI is
currently accepting appli-
cations for 1 Apartments.
Units of barrier free design
may also be available. Rent
based on income, starting
at $499. For affordable
housing call (989) 872-
2009. Free Heat & Water!
Pet Friendly! "This institu-
tion is an equal opportunity
provider” TDD/TTY #711"

4-9-9-tf

Automotive

Notice of Foreclosure by
Advertisement
Notice is given under
section 3212 of the re-
vised judicature act of
1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL
600.3212, that the fol-
lowing mortgage will be
foreclosed by a sale of
the mortgaged premises,
or some part of them, at a
public auction sale to the
highest bidder for cash or
cashier's check at the
place of holding the cir-
cuit court in Tuscola
County, starting
promptly at 10:00 AM,
on November 5, 2020.
The amount due on the
mortgage may be greater
on the day of sale. Plac-
ing the highest bid at the
sale does not automati-
cally entitle the purchaser
to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. A
potential purchaser is en-
couraged to contact the
county register of deeds
office or a title insurance
company, either of which
may charge a fee for this
information:
Name(s) of the mort-
gagor(s): Lynn
Buchanan, a single
woman
Original Mortgagee:
Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as
nominee for lender and
lender's successors
and/or assigns
Foreclosing Assignee (if
any): Wilmington Trust,
National Association not
in its individual capacity
but solely as Owner
Trustee of OSAT Trust
2019-1
Date of Mortgage: Janu-
ary 31, 2005
Date of Mortgage
Recording: February 15,
2005
Amount claimed due on
date of notice:
$107,452.07
Description of the mort-
gaged premises: Situated
in Township of Arbela,
Tuscola County, Michi-
gan, and described as: A
parcel of land commenc-
ing on the North line of

Medilodge of Cass City is now hiring Full Time RN and
LPN’s!  Sign on bonuses:  RN’s $6,000 / LPN’s $3,000.  We
are also hiring CNA’s! Not a CNA and interested in starting
your career in healthcare? Come join our team as a Waiver
Care Aide and obtain your CNA license!  For further infor-
mation please email your resume to Sally in HR department:
SProkopenko@medilodgeofcasscity.com or apply online at
www.medilodgeofcasscity.com                             11-10-7-3

Help Wanted
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Services

foreclosing the mortgage
at the telephone number
stated in this notice.
This notice is from a debt
collector.
Date of notice: October 7,
2020
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern Hwy,
Suite 145
Farmington Hills, MI
48334
(248) 642-2515
1422616

10-7-4

Notice of Foreclosure by
Advertisement
Notice is given under sec-
tion 3212 of the revised ju-
dicature act of 1961, 1961
PA 236, MCL 600.3212,
that the following mort-
gage will be foreclosed by
a sale of the mortgaged
premises, or some part of
them, at a public auction
sale to the highest bidder
for cash or cashier's check
at the place of holding the
circuit court in Tuscola
County, starting promptly
at 10:00 AM, on Novem-
ber 19, 2020. The amount
due on the mortgage may
be greater on the day of
sale. Placing the highest
bid at the sale does not au-
tomatically entitle the pur-
chaser to free and clear
ownership of the property.
A potential purchaser is
encouraged to contact the
county register of deeds
office or a title insurance
company, either of which
may charge a fee for this
information:
Name(s) of the mort-
gagor(s): Dale R. Hughey
and Ardith L. Hughey,
husband and wife
Original Mortgagee: Citi-
corp Trust Bank, FSB
Foreclosing Assignee (if
any): Towd Point Mort-
gage Trust 2019-3, U.S.
Bank National Associa-
tion, as Indenture Trustee
Date of Mortgage: August
14, 2003
Date of Mortgage Record-
ing: August 19, 2003
Amount claimed due on

date of notice:
$35,607.58
Description of the mort-
gaged premises: Situated
in City of Caro, Tuscola
County, Michigan, and
described as: Lot 5,
Block 5 of Montague and
Wilmot's Addition to the
Village of Caro, Tuscola
County, Michigan, ac-
cording to the recorded
plat thereof in Liber 1 of
Plats, Page 17, now Page
18A, Tuscola County
Records.
Common street address
(if any): 909 Monroe St,
Caro, MI 48723-1762
The redemption period
shall be 6 months from
the date of such sale, un-
less determined aban-
doned in accordance with
MCL 600.3241a; or, if
the subject real property
is used for agricultural
purposes as defined by
MCL 600.3240(16).
If the property is sold at
foreclosure sale under
Chapter 32 of the Revised
Judicature Act of 1961,
pursuant to MCL
600.3278 the borrower
will be held responsible
to the person who buys
the property at the mort-
gage foreclosure sale or
to the mortgage holder
for damaging the prop-
erty during the redemp-
tion period.
Attention homeowner: If
you are a military service
member on active duty, if
your period of active duty
has concluded less than
90 days ago, or if you
have been ordered to ac-
tive duty, please contact
the attorney for the party
foreclosing the mortgage
at the telephone number
stated in this notice.
This notice is from a debt
collector.
Date of notice: October
21, 2020
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern
Hwy, Suite 145
Farmington Hills, MI
48334
(248) 642-2515
1423097

10-21-4

POLEGA’S PRODUCE -
Monday-Saturday 9 a.m. to
6 p.m.; Sunday noon to 5
p.m. Jack-o-lanterns, pie
pumpkins, mini pumpkins,
small gourds, indian corn,
cornstalks, straw, home-
grown tomatoes, potatoes,
onion, pepper, carrots, cab-
bage, cauliflower, apples,
watermelon, most varieties
of winter squash and much
more. We accept WIC and
Senior Project Fresh
coupons. MASK RE-
QUIRED. Just east of M-
53 at 6480 Bay City
Forestville Rd. 989-872-
3348 or Harold’s cell: 989-
670-2836.               2-10-7-3

KIRBY VACUUM - Do
you want your carpets to be
clean & free of dirt and
dust? Try our new 100 year
anniversary vacuum
sweeper. Manufactured in
Cleveland, Ohio. This car-
pet sweeper is made and
built in the USA ensuring
quality, reliability and per-
formance. Used Vacuums -
Kirby, Eureka, wet & dry,
Sears, tank, Oreck etc.
Warranty 90 days.   KIRBY
VACUUM OF BAD AXE
(located across from the
Franklin Inn on the East
end of Bad Axe) or call
989-269-7562, 989-551-
7562 for repairs, parts or
service.               8-12-17-tf

PAUL’S PUMP REPAIR -
Water pump and water tank
sales.  In-home service.
Credit cards accepted.  Call
673-4850 or 800-745-4851
anytime.              8-9-25-tf

ELECTRIC MOTOR and
power tool repair, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays, 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday.  John Blair,
1/8 mile west of M-53 on
Sebewaing Road. Phone
269-7909 or 989-553-
7960.                 8-12-13-tf

FOR SALE - Fresh
chicken eggs, $1.50/dozen.
4211 Doerr Rd., Cass City
or call (989) 286-1770.

2-10-14-3

POSITION AVAILABLE: Bus Driver – Qualifications -
CDL license with S and P endorsement, bus classes, phys-
ical, fingerprinting. *District will provide training and as-
sistance to selected individual. Job description - Morning
and afternoon runs, and some extracurricular runs. Call or
send resume to: Owendale-Gagetown Area Schools, Atten-
tion: Fred Ondrajka, Transportation - 7166 Main Street,
Owendale, MI   48754 or call:  (989) 678-4141 or (989)
665-0034.                                                          11-10-14-3

FARM CREST FOODS is now hiring Egg Packagers and
Farm Workers.  Farm Crest Foods offers competitive wages
and benefits such as health insurance, dental and vision in-
surance, 401k retirement plan with matching contributions,
short term disability coverage, life insurance, flexible spend-
ing accounts, overtime, paid holidays, and paid time off.
Please contact HR at (989) 453-2472 for details.  Applica-
tions may be submitted at 7564 Pigeon Rd., Pigeon, MI, or
emailed to activefeedco.hr@gmail.com.             11-10-14-3 

�������������� ����!��!������!��������#������!��
�� ����"���!���������#������!��"��������
��
	���

�������
���������������	��������������
�������

��	���


�����������
����

�� �������������

� �� ����� ��������
	����
�������
�����

	��������
���������������

BARTNIK TOWING is
auctioning a 2003 Interna-
tional garbage truck. If in-
terested, the auction will be
Monday, November 2 at
10:00 a.m. at 6524 Van
Dyke Road, Cass City. 

2-10-21-2
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Don’t wait to get screened!Don’t wait to get screened! 
We have the newest & most 

advanced 3D mammogram  
machine in the Thumb.

Schedule your screening today. 
Call 989-912-6295.

4675 Hill St, Cass City | www.hdghmi.org
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Michigan is launching a new initiative to promote awareness and ed-
ucation about suicide, an issue that affects all areas of the state, includ-
ing the Thumb.
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)

received a $4.35 million dollar grant from the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to be used over the next five years to
help address the rising issue of suicide in adult men, according to Kay
Balcer, network director of the Thumb Community Health Partnership.
The newly-funded MDHHS program Preventing Suicide in Michigan

Men will focus on reducing the number of suicide deaths and attempts
among men ages 25 and older.

“Locally, in the Thumb of Michigan, there were 41 deaths by suicide
in 2018. Men made up 90 percent of suicides in the Thumb,” Balcer
said. “Suicide is a growing public health crisis, and the Thumb Com-
munity Health Partnership is making local efforts to help combat this
crisis.”

The Thumb Community Health Partnership is made up of seventeen
organizations throughout Tuscola, Huron, Sanilac and Lapeer counties.

As a partnership, they have identified two major areas of focus, one
area being behavioral health,” Balcer said. “The data that the partner-
ship has collected shows suicide being one of the top ten leading causes
of death in all four counties in 2018.”
Anyone facing a crisis involving possible suicide is urged to call the

National Suicide Hotline at 800-273-8255. There are also area crisis
lines available 24/7 for those who need to talk to someone: Tuscola
County – 1-800-462-6814, Huron County — 1-800-356-5568 and Sani-
lac County — 1-888-225-4447.

Medical care staffers test positive

Funding will be used to
focus on suicide issues

cility’s Life Enrichment Department at (989) 672-0524.

Covid numbers update

The number of COVID-19 cases in Michigan continues to climb, ac-
cording to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS).

The state reported 2,030 new cases Thursday, which marked a new
record. Michigan is now averaging nearly 1,300 new cases a day – the
state’s highest average since mid-April.

More than 1,000 people are currently hospitalized with COVID-19,
according to MDHHS officials, who are reporting the state’s testing
positivity rate is also on the rise; it was 4.7 percent Thursday, compared
to a goal of three percent.

Monday’s total confirmed cases reached 147,806 statewide, with a
total of 7,031 deaths, compared to 136,465 cases and 6,898 deaths a
week earlier. Health officials are reporting that an estimated 109,539
Covid patients have recovered statewide.

In the Thumb, between Monday, Oct. 12, and Monday, Oct. 19, the
number of combined confirmed cases in Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac
counties increased by 61 – from 830 to 891 — with the three counties’
combined death toll remaining at 45 fatalities.

According to the latest data, Tuscola County has recorded 514 con-
firmed cases, an increase of 41 cases compared to a week before, and
34 deaths (no change).

In Huron County, meanwhile, there are 215 confirmed cases (an in-
crease of 11 from a week earlier), with five deaths (no change), and
Sanilac County has a total of 162 confirmed cases, up from 153 cases
a week earlier, and six deaths (no change).
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