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MEMBERS OF the Tuscola County law enforcement community, fire depart-

ments and ambulance crews staged in Caro Thursday morning for a parade that

took a multitude of police cruisers, fire trucks and ambulances past the Tuscola

County Medical Care Community, central dispatch building, the county health

department and Caro McLaren Region Hospital in honor of frontline health

care and emergency response workers. “They deserve much more – it’s the least

we can do,” commented Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent. “Without all these

people, doing what they do on a daily basis, we would be much worse off.”

A salute to frontline heroes...

Whitmer extends 
executive order,
eases restrictions
Lawmakers meet in special

session Friday, saying the
governor’s actions have
gone too far.

by Tom Montgomery
editor

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer Friday announced extension
of her stay-at-home executive
order through May 15 along with
an easing of some restrictions.

The state Legislature, mean-
while, met in special session Fri-
day, approving measures designed
to limit the governor’s authority
after a state of emergency has
been declared, and to investigate
the state’s response to the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Closer to home, testing for the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19),

arrived in Tuscola County this
week and will be available to eli-
gible residents at the local health
department, located at 1309
Cleaver Rd., Caro, on a weekly
basis.

The governor’s latest executive
order requires people to wear face
coverings when they enter en-
closed public spaces. It will also
lift some restrictions on outdoor
activities and allow some workers
who perform previously sus-
pended activities to go back to
work.

“Data shows that most Michi-
ganders are doing their part by
staying home and staying safe.
That’s good, but we must keep it
up. Social distancing is our best
weapon to defeat this enemy,”
Whitmer said. “With new
COVID-19 cases leveling off,

County unveils dashboard 
detailing local virus stats

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Health Department officials last week unveiled
their new COVID-19 dashboard, offering residents updates on the
number of cases reported in the county as well as a breakdown of
the cases by zip code and age groups.
According to the data, Tuscola County has recorded 76 cases and

12 fatalities as of Friday.  The total includes 11 new cases last week,
down from 17 new cases the week before.

Of the 76 cases confirmed as of Friday, 27 were reported in the
Caro zip code, followed by 18 in the Vassar area and 12 in Milling-
ton. Officials reported seven cases in the Cass City zip code, with
three in the Deford area and one in the Kingston area. No cases have
been reported in the Gagetown zip code.

Among the total patients confirmed with COVID-19 to-date, the
county’s most affected age groups are 20 to 29 years of age, and 80
to 89 years of age, with 13 cases reported in each group. There are
a dozen cases among those ages 50 to 59, and 11 cases each in the
40-49 and 60-69 age groups. The county has not had any cases con-
firmed in teens or children.

The Tuscola County data map can be found on the website
https://arcg.is/08qrqn.
“As we start to expand testing in the county, we expect the numbers

will go up. This data is for Tuscola County only, and we started with
our first case from the week of March 15,” noted Ann Hepfer, health
officer for the Tuscola and Huron county health departments. She
said updates will cover periods from Fridays at 3 p.m. through
Thursdays at 3 p.m., with the data maps updated on Fridays.
“We are in the process of developing the same type of data mapping

for Huron County,” added Hepfer, who lauded Cody Horton, Tuscola
County GIS coordinator, and Jon Suber, health department MIS
manager for their work in developing the new data site.

Few county races scheduled
in August primary election

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Tuesday, Aug. 4, primary election will be a quiet one for area
county officials, but last week’s deadline to file nominating petitions
did pave the way for a number of local, state and congressional races.
The deadline for partisan candidates to file for the primary was Tues-

day at 4 p.m.
In Tuscola County, Sheriff Glen Skrent, Prosecutor Mark E. Reene,

Clerk Jodi Fetting and Register of Deeds John Bishop are all running
unopposed, as are Drain Commissioner Robert Mantey and road com-
mission board members Jack Laurie and David Kennard. All of the can-
didates filed as Republicans.

Veteran county Treasurer Patricia Donovan-Gray, meanwhile, opted
not to seek another term, setting the stage for a race between Republican
challengers Ashley Bennett and Rita Papp.

State Representative

In the 84th District, comprised of Tuscola and Huron counties, first-
term state Rep. Phil Green (R-Millington) filed to seek reelection. Also
seeking the two-year term are a pair of Democrats; Douglas P. Marker
of Bay Port and Patrick J. Wood of Otisville.

Green won his first term in 2018 by defeating Democrat William

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 2.

School officials: virus casts
financial cloud over district

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Educa-
tion began the process of looking
to an uncertain financial future —
due to a variety circumstances
brought on by the COVID-19 pan-
demic – during a virtual monthly
meeting Monday night.

Cass City Schools Chief Finan-
cial Officer Allison Zimba dis-

cussed some of the potential im-
pacts on state funding for the com-
ing budget year, which officially
begins July 1, including a pro-
jected revenue loss of $300 to
$1,000 per pupil.

Most schools are anticipating a
loss of $500 per student, Zimba
said, adding another potential hit
could come in the form of a dip in
enrollment, which is likely given
the pandemic’s potential impact

on exchange student programs.
As an example, if the Cass City

Schools loses 30 students as well
as $500 in per-pupil funding from
the state, the local district would
face a revenue shortfall of roughly
$438,000 next year after a federal
CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security) Act sub-
sidy is figured into the equation.

The good news, Zimba pointed

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Rotary Club mem-
bers typically honor their Ro-
tarian of the Year award
recipient during the group’s an-
nual St. Pat’s dinner/auction,
but like many other events in
recent weeks, restrictions de-
signed to slow the spread of
COVID-19 put the kibosh on
those plans.

However, that didn’t stop the
club from figuring out a way to
honor 2020 recipient Amy Pe-
ters.
“We wanted to make the pres-

entation special in another way.
(So) as many of us as could get
away, we invaded her lawn and
driveway, keeping our six-foot
social distancing in mind,” said
club member Debra Kranz,
who added the group used a

Please turn to page 10.

AMY PETERS, the Cass City Rotary Club’s 2020 Ro-

tarian of the Year award recipient, is pictured above

on her front lawn with club President Kevven Dor-

land, who along with other local club members sur-

prised Peters during a special “isolation style”

presentation Thursday.

Rotarians find

a way to honor

local member

Please turn to page 8.

COVID-safe celebration...
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Officials at Owendale Gagetown
Schools announce 3rd Marking
Period Honor Students, they are:

3rd Grade:  
Derek Bowers 

Vincent Dzielinski 
Axton Hellebuyck* 

Brotey Hewitt 
Autumn Hoppe* 
StarAnn Miller
Alexander Nutt
Landen Percell
Keaton Sanders
Olivia Sheufelt*

4th Grade:
Hailey Forman*
Nolen Gruehn 
Cailum Hewitt

Logan Kaminski 
Hunter Mihacsi* 

Sierra Miller*
Gavin Neal-Arnold 

Madalyn Rabun
5th Grade:

Jessica Bowers* 

Wynter Brinkman*
Steven Hicks

Hunter Hoppe*
Rylin LaCroix*

Mya McCreedy* 
Faith Morrish
Jessie Rolston 
Ava Sheufelt*
6th Grade:  

McKenzie Baker 
Aubrey Hellebuyck* 

Brooklyn Hunt
Logan Mihacsi

7th Grade:
Danielle Hunt* 

Lucas McKnight 

8th Grade:
Shelby Bowers* 
Karsyn Gruehn*

9th Grade:
Allison Haldane*
Amber Haldane* 
Dagon LaCroix 

Erin Morrish

Emily Schultz*

10th Grade:
Madelyn Haldane* 

Dana Morrish
MaKayla Sparks

11th Grade: 
Katriana Curtoys 

Boyd Evans*
Clay Evans*
Ethan Harp

Jameson McKnight*
Libby Ondrajka 
Alivia Roehrig

12th Grade:
Branden Fritz*

Aaliyah Gonzales 
Carley Haldane* 
Chase Howard* 
Kaitlyn LaCroix 

Madyson Menzel*
Andrew Roemer*
Hailey Schave*
*Denotes all A’s

Owen-Gage announces honor roll

however, we are lifting some of
the restrictions put in place in the
previous order. I want to be crystal
clear: the overarching message
today is still the same. We must all
do our part by staying home and
staying safe as much as possible.”

The order will require people to
wear homemade, non-medical
grade face coverings when they
enter enclosed public spaces. It
will also require employers to pro-
vide at least cloth face coverings
to their employees. People won’t
have to wear face coverings when
they’re taking a walk in the neigh-
borhood, but when they go to the
grocery store, they should be
wearing one.
Under the order, however, no one

will be subject to criminal penalty
for going without a mask.
The new executive order also al-

lows some workers to go back on
the job. Landscapers, lawn-ser-
vice companies, plant nursery em-
ployees and bike repair and
maintenance workers can return
resume business, subject to strict
social distancing.

Retailers that do not sell neces-
sary supplies may reopen for
curbside pick-up and for delivery,
and big box stores are allowed to
reopen closed areas such as like
garden centers.

At the same time, the order will
ease some restrictions, allowing
for motorized boating and golf
(but no golf carts), consistent with
sound social distancing. It will
also permit individuals to travel
between their residences, though
such travel during the epidemic is
strongly discouraged.

Lawmakers take action

State legislators, including 31st
District Senator Kevin Daley (R-
Lum), say Friday’s special session
in Lansing was in response to
Whitmer’s decision-making re-
lated to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Folks in my district are upset
with the governor’s stay-home-
order and rightfully so,” said
Daley, whose district includes Tu-
socla County. “People deserve to
have their voices heard when de-
cisions about their livelihoods are
being made. Placing unchecked
power in one branch of govern-
ment is not in the best interest of
our state.”
The bills approved Friday would

repeal the Emergency Powers of
the Governor Act of 1945, which
does not require legislative input
on executive actions, and would
amend the Emergency Manage-
ment Act of 1976 to only allow

Continued from page one.

Whitmer extends order, eases restrictions

declarations of disaster or emer-
gency to last 14 days before re-
quiring legislative approval,
instead of 28 days.

“I believe the governor’s previ-
ous stay home order went beyond
reason, and the measures taken
today would increase the possibil-
ity of having an open discussion
regarding the state’s response
rather than single-handed execu-
tive action,” Daley said.

The Legislature also approved
House Concurrent Resolution 20,
which would create the Joint Se-
lect Committee on the COVID-19
Pandemic to more fully review
Michigan’s preparedness for and
response to the virus outbreak.
Daley noted the bipartisan, bicam-
eral committee will have the abil-
ity to subpoena information
related to the governor’s actions
thus far during the pandemic.
Fellow Republican and 84th Dis-

trict state Rep. Phil Green,
Millington, echoed Daley’s com-
ments.

“The people of Huron and Tus-
cola counties have grave concerns
about how the state is responding
to the COVID-19 pandemic. This
new committee is designed to in-
vestigate the state government’s
actions during the state of emer-
gency and give the Legislature
some oversight in the process,”
Green said.

“I am glad this new committee
has subpoena powers because it
will help the Legislature get an-
swers to the people’s questions
more quickly and thoroughly. It’s
a step in the right direction.”

Daley said the Legislature’s ac-
tion was more important than ever
following Friday morning’s news
that the governor would be ex-
tending her the stay-at-home
order.

“The governor’s blanket rules
have resulted in hundreds of thou-
sands of Michiganders being out
of work and struggling to provide
for their families,” he added.

“While I am happy to see that
some of the burdensome and il-
logical restrictions included in the
previous order have been lifted, I
still believe decisions of this mag-
nitude should require input from
more than just the executive
branch of government.”

Thumb testing 

Testing for COVID-19 in Tus-
cola County is being offered
through a partnership with Great
Lakes Bay Health Care, according
to Ann Hepfer, health officer for
the Tuscola and Huron county
health departments, who an-
nounced the service would be of-

fered starting Tuesday (April 28)
from 9 to 11 a.m., and continue on
Thursdays from 9 to 11 a.m. until
further notice.
The actual testing will take place

in the parking lot in front of the
Great Lakes Bay Health mobile
unit (follow the signs).
Hepfer said testing is continuing

in Huron County on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10
a.m. to noon at the Bay Great
Lakes Health Care Center parking
lot in Bad Axe.

“The testing supplies have in-
creased, but there are still not
enough to widely test everyone
who might want a test,” Hepfer
pointed out.
Among the testing changes is the

elimination of the requirement of
a testing order issued by a medical
provider. However, anyone wish-
ing to be tested must present “face
sheet” that includes full name,
date of birth, address, phone num-
ber and insurance information and
numbers. Those who do not have
insurance should call (989) 673-
8114 and ask for a CD nurse.

Residents eligible for testing in-
clude:

*Health care facility workers
with or without symptoms (all
workers within a health care facil-
ity – not just providers of direct
health care services).
*Patients over the age of 65 with

symptoms.
*Patients with underlying condi-

tions with symptoms.
*First responders (with or with-

out symptoms).
*Individuals with mild symp-

toms.
*All health care workers and first

responders (with or without symp-
toms).

*Critical infrasture workers
(those still leaving home for in-
person work, with or without
symptoms) – provided there are
sufficient testing supplies.

Updated numbers

Between Monday, April 20, and
Monday, April 27, the number of
combined confirmed cases in Tus-
cola, Huron and Sanilac counties
increased from 105 to 137, with
the three counties’ combined
death toll rising slightly from 16
to 17 victims.
As of Monday afternoon, Tuscola

County had recorded 90 con-
firmed cases and 13 deaths, Huron
County had recorded 13 cases and
no deaths, and Sanilac County, 34
cases and four deaths.

Statewide, Monday’s total of
confirmed cases reached 38,210,
with a total of 3,407 deaths, com-
pared to 32,000 cases and 2,468
deaths a week earlier.

Pair recently sentenced on felony charges

Editor’s note: while the COVID-
19 pandemic has forced local
courts to significantly scale back
proceedings, a few criminal cases
are now being adjudicated virtu-
ally via video conferencing tech-
nology.

The following individuals re-
cently appeared on criminal
charges in Tuscola County Circuit
Court through video conferenc-
ing:
*Gina M. Nickens, 40, Caro, was

sentenced to 18 months to 20
years in prison following her plea

of guilty to operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Aug. 12 in
Fremont Township. She was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, she
was ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $308.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, her bond was
revoked and she was remanded to
the custody of the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jason Samuel-Harley May-
berry, 35, Caro, was sentence to
three to 20 years in prison follow-
ing his plea of no contest to as-
sault with intent to do great bodily
harm less than murder July 11-13
in Indianfields Township.

In a separate case, Mayberry
pleaded no contest to interfering
with a witness July 30 in Caro.

He was also convicted of being
an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $516.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Will green thumbs prevail?

Whichever method is used, I hope everyone’s
garden produces well.
There is nothing like eating a fresh tomato in the

garden when it’s still warm from the sun.

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The COVID-19 pandemic has created a lot of inse-
curity, confusion and boredom.

Insecurity because of perceived toilet paper and
food shortages.

Confusion on whether to mask or not mask your
face when going out, and boredom by not being able
to get in a car and just go anywhere you want to at
any time.
I guess because of all of that, more people than ever

are talking about planting a garden. And, many of
them will do that for the first time this year.

My dad was a farmer. As soon as you were old
enough to wield a hoe, you were expected to help
keep crops free of weeds. And, as soon as you were
tall enough to reach the pedals you were expected to
help with driving the tractor.

Mom always planted a big garden and canned the
produce that was left from what we didn’t eat.
I remember them talking about helping and teaching

some friends who lived in Bay City how to plant a
“Victory Garden” during World War II. Back then
gardens were planted both at private residences and
on public land to reduce the pressure on the public
food supply because of the war.
The Victory Garden campaign served as a success-

ful means of boosting morale, expressing patriotism,
safeguarding against food shortages on the home
front, and easing the burden on the commercial farm-
ers working to feed the troops.

We are fighting our own war against an invisible
enemy.

And, although the governor has restricted large
stores from selling gardening items, there are other
stores and catalogs where those items can be bought.

Even though it has been several years since I have
had a vegetable garden, if I remember right, it is too
early to plant one.
Anyway, back to my original point. My parents both

swore by the Farmer’s Almanac and when it said it
was time to plant.

Some of their friends followed the “natural order”
of when to plant gardens. Those who planted using
the natural order used the following planting sched-
ule:

When apple trees bloom, it is time to plant bush
beans; and when apple blossoms fall, it is time to
plant cucumbers and pole beans.
When the lilacs are in bloom, squashes and flowers

can be planted.
When peonies bloom, cantaloupe can be planted.
Back then everyone started their tomato plants in

the house. It was time to transplant them when the
lily of the valley are in bloom.
I never did hear if their planting according to vege-

tation guidelines worked or not, but some of the tim-
ing does make sense as to when certain seeds have
to be planted.
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World War II was really a difficult time for every-
one, making this pandemic a cake run by compari-
son, although it was still an unpleasant time.
To a seven-year-old kid in the early 1940s, I didn’t

like it and didn’t fully understand the situation. Be-
cause of the restrictions, we as a family we could not
visit family members who lived just a few miles
away, because gas was rationed. We had to stay at
home.
I remember needing shoes, for they had holes in the

soles, and mom saying there are restrictions on buy-
ing shoes until we receive a ration coupon.
The COVID-19 virus moves rapidly through the air,

infecting people in close contact. Therefore, we wear
masks or stay away from family and friends to stop
the movement of the virus to prevent infection.

I didn’t like WWII restrictions that limited where I
could go or visit, a lot like today.

Our family lived in Pontiac during WWII, giving
them a simple marketing scheme to buy gasoline
coupons. With the family in Pontiac and our grand-

Pandemic restrictions
tough? Not that bad

Miss Arbor Day?
It’s not too late
It’s no surprise that Arbor Day came and went with lit-

tle in the way of celebrating, given the new (isolated)
normal most of us are living in these days.
But it’s not too late to mark the observance in a mean-

ingful way and, at the same time, get some fresh air and
better your backyard.

Michigan’s 20 million acres of forests and abundant
urban trees do a lot for us: trees clean our air and
water, make homes for wildlife, create forests for us to
hike and bike through, absorb carbon, keep us cool,
supply renewable materials for the things we need and
provide natural beauty.
Arbor Day, celebrated the last Friday in April, is a hol-

iday dedicated to all the great things trees do for people. 
It’s especially important for Michigan. Did you know

Arbor Day, first held in 1872, was championed by
Michigan native J. Sterling Morton? He envisioned it
as a way to spread awareness about the importance of
trees and encourage tree planting.
While shutdowns and cancellations have been hogging

the headlines in recent weeks, the folks at the Arbor Day
Foundation say residents can participate in Arbor Day-
themed celebrations and still practice social distancing
guidelines.

Here are a few ideas:
*Hike through a forest. Find a nearby trail in a forest

(or park) and go for a walk, hike or bike ride. Natural
settings are effective in lowering stress. Exercising out-
doors compared to exercising indoors helps people feel
more revitalized and less tense.

*Try some online nature learning. When you can’t
make it outdoors, stay in and learn about it. Carly’s
Kids Corner is full of fun and educational resources to
connect children with nature. The site includes interac-
tive games that highlight the value of trees.

*Draw your favorite trees. This is a great activity to
do with young ones. Bring out the colored pencils and
crayons, and start drawing your best artwork.
*Experiment with nature-based crafts. Indoor days are

perfect for arts and crafts. Pinterest is full of creative
ideas for crafts made with natural materials like
pinecones, needles, leaves, and twigs. See what you can
find in your backyard and let your imagination get to
work.

*Order a tree. Can one ever have too many trees?
Whether you find a tree from a local nursery or the
Arbor Day Foundation Tree Nursery, nothing says
Arbor Day like buying and planting a tree.

*Become a member of the Arbor Day Foundation.
You’ll not only be supporting tree planting efforts
around the globe, membership also includes discounted
trees from the tree nursery, a bi-monthly newsletter and
a copy of the Tree Book.

While there is a lot of uncertainty in the air, it’s still
important to take time to pause, relax and continue to
celebrate the good things. Trees are proven to reduce
stress and improve well-being. If ever there was a time
for trees, now is that time.

Area residents can find more information by visiting
the Arbor Day Foundation website at
www.arborday.org and the Michigan Arbor Day Al-
liance website at www.miarbordayalliance.org.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, the
Michigan 4-H community has stepped up to
help. CDC guidelines encourage the use of
cloth face coverings to protect against disease
spread; 4-H families across the state have
sewn homemade cloth face coverings to pro-
tect the public, essential workers, and health-
care workers. By mid-April, more than 2,400
cloth face coverings had been donated to more
25 organizations. These cloth face coverings
were created in 32 counties by more than 40
4-H youth and adult volunteers.

Though an amazing feat, the need is still
great. MSU Extension has a goal of providing
5,000 cloth face coverings in the next 10 days
for area community members. Fortunately, the
Michigan 4-H community is as great as the
need; by working together, we can help to ad-
dress this and more. 

The newly launched Michigan 4-H Mask
Project website has instructions for making
and donating to our efforts, using basic sewing
skills and a few simple supplies. Join us in
making a difference in the fight against
COVID-19. Questions about this project?
Contact MSU Extension staff: Anne
Kretschmann at kretsc11@msu.edu or Gary
Williams at will1009@msu.edu. 

********** 

A sure sign of spring is nearly here: morels.
As sunshine and rains wake up the forests,

the annual search for the elusive mushrooms
is a great way to enjoy the outdoors. You can
find them from late April to early June, and –
according to Michigan State University Exten-
sion – they’re believed to grow in every
Michigan county.

Most Michiganders will tell you that the lo-
cation of a good morel patch is a matter of ut-
most secrecy. This makes mushroom hunting
a perfect chance to practice the six-foot-
minimum social distancing that is such a crit-
ical step in slowing the spread of the
coronavirus. Mushroom hunters should plan to
search locally, too, and only with people who
live in their household.
To find morels, target hilly areas with plenty

of hardwood trees like maple, beech and oak,
checking for burn scars where a wildfire or
prescribed burn has occurred. Pick a warm day
after a rain to start your hunt, when mush-
rooms are most likely to have bloomed. When
heading to the woods, take a mesh bag for car-
rying your prizes, a knife (always cut, never
pull morels) and a map of your hunting area.

Learn how to find morels, tell a false one
from a real one, prepare them, and boost your
odds of success – with a map showing sites of
last year’s wildfires and prescribed burns – at
Michigan.gov/MiMorels.

**********

Please turn to page 5.

The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for ver-
ification, but won’t be used in the newspaper. Names will
be withheld from publication upon request, for an ade-
quate reason.  The Chronicle reserves the right to edit let-
ters for length and clarity.
We will not publish thank you letters of a specific nature,

for instance, from a club thanking merchants who donated
prizes for a raffle.
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CASS CITY High School’s 71 seniors are being honored with specially-de-

signed tribute signs recently placed near the school along Seeger Street. Stu-

dents are invited to pick up their signs Friday, May 8.

Cass City School officials honor
members of the Class of 2020

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although there may not be the
traditional pomp and circum-
stance associated with high school
graduation ceremonies this year,
the Cass City School District is
taking steps to honor its 2020 sen-
ior class.

District officials are in the
process of developing a way to
honor each and every one of the
71 seniors in the class, and plan-
ning is underway to tentatively or-
ganize some celebrations later this
summer.

The first honor is a tribute sign
created for each senior. The signs
are similar to the campaign signs
that are typically posted on lawns
in an election year.

“To celebrate the Class of 2020,
we were able to get double-sided
lawn signs made for each senior.
The signs (are being) displayed in
front of the school and along
Seeger Street,” said Superinten-

dent Jeff Hartel. “Each senior will
be able to take their sign to display
in their own yard later.”

Each sign has the graduation
photograph of the senior on it and
says “congratulations”.

“Misty Delong, a parent and ac-
tive member of the athletic boost-
ers, brought this idea to my
attention,” explained the Cass
City Student Services Director
Christen Hempton. “We were
looking for ways to recognize our
seniors.”

A junior-senior high committee
composed of Tessa Campbell,
Christin Hempton, William
Hartzell, Justin Ketterer and
Stephanie Moore was charged
with placing the signs.

Should Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
lift restrictions on social gather-
ings in time, school officials hope
to honor seniors and families. Ac-
cording to Hartel, plans call for a
make-up prom to be held at
Rolling Hills Golf Course Satur-
day, July 18.

“There will be a tent set up out-

side. The golf course provides a
beautiful setting for pictures and
for an evening of fun. We hope
students will take advantage of
this event and make new memo-
ries,” Hartel said, noting more de-
tails and ticket information will
hopefully be available in the near
future.

“A special thanks to Ryan and
Amy Lowman (who own the golf
course) for their assistance in set-
ting up this event.”

If things work out, plans also call
for a commencement ceremony to
take place Friday, July 31, at 7
p.m. at the football field. If the
weather doesn’t cooperate, the
event would be held in the high
school gym.

“Prom and graduation were
scheduled so that people…could
make plans accordingly,” said
Hartel. “We intend to honor our
seniors in the best manner possi-
ble, (but) if the current situation is
still in place, those events would
be cancelled.”

County health officials,
TBHS offer support to
address mental health

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

It’s safe to say the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and result-
ing restrictions are new to Ameri-
cans, resulting in much
uncertainty and fear.
The ease those concerns, officials

at the Tuscola County Health De-
partment and Tuscola Behavioral
Health Services (TBHS) are en-
couraging area residents to take
advantage of hotlines established
to address worries related to the
novel coronavirus.

“I have talked to the sheriff and
List Psychological about this.
They have seen an increase in
those who are very nervous about
being out of a job and feeling dis-
connected,” said Ann Hepfer,
health officer for both the Tuscola
and Huron county health depart-
ments. “We started the second
week in March when this started
to put together information (to ad-
dress concerns).”
TBHS provides community men-

tal health services, so it is consid-
ered an essential service and
continues to serve clients. Emer-
gency Services are available 24/7.
More information is available by
calling (989) 673-6191 or 1-800-
462-6814, or by logging on to the
website www.tbhsonline.com.
The hotline is for anyone. A per-

son does not need to be using
community mental health services
to receive assistance.

Tuscola County Commissioner
Dan Grimshaw, who serves on the
TBHS Board, concurred there are
concerns the pandemic could lead
to more suicides, domestic vio-
lence and substance abuse due to
stress.
“The first Executive Order (was)

dated March 24. From March 24
to April 22 we’ve had 19 domestic
violence cases. In 2019, we inves-
tigated six for the same time
frame,” said Tuscola County Un-
dersheriff Robert Baxter.

“There are many possible rea-
sons why domestic violence cases
have increased. They range from
people spending more time to-
gether, more alcohol consumption
and drug use while being together,
and people’s routines have been
changed.”

Although anxiety is high, the
number of suicides has not in-
creased significantly.

“The numbers are low and rela-
tively the same for the same time
period last year,” noted Baxter.

Hepfer, meanwhile, is also wor-
ried about the impact pandemic
restrictions are having on chil-
dren.

“I’m concerned about the
trauma; the social isolation and
not being with their peers…and
seniors who cannot graduate in
the traditional way,” she said.

Hepfer and Grimshaw agreed
some employees will understand-
ably be nervous about the virus
and going back to work when re-
strictions are eased.
However, Hepfer added, “We are

resilient. We know how to take
care of ourselves, and there are
others to depend on. I’m confident
we will get through this, but it will
take a while.”

The emotional and financial im-
pact of the virus will be more than
the 2008 economic crisis because
it is affecting so many more peo-
ple.
Key concerns include the unpre-

dictability of the virus and the lack
of a vaccine and proven treat-
ments at this point, not to mention
spikes in cases, depending on the
region.

“Right now, our medical system
here is not taxed. There is no
COVID in our hospitals here.
They are at Covenant, and it is

getting full, so we have to be care-
ful not to overwhelm that system.
They are the experts in dealing
with this,” Hepfer said. She added
healthcare workers are also com-
ing down with the illness.

“This is overwhelming the
healthcare system (in parts of the
state). If we had not taken the
drastic measures that we did, you
would have seen a lot more infec-
tion. I believe that is very true.
This virus is highly infectious.”
Testing for the virus remains lim-

ited due to inadequate supplies of
testing materials.

“Testing (cannot be done) for
when someone coughs or sneezes
because testing too early gets a
false negative as it has not reached
its viral mode yet, it doesn’t show
up on tests,” she explained. “We
have learned to wait this out. Put
them in quarantine and isolation,
then do testing. Even with a nega-
tive test, you cannot let your guard
down.
“Tomorrow the person could test

positive because at the time of
testing they did not have enough
virus load to test positive,” Hepfer
explained. “People do not under-
stand that testing is not cut and
dried.”

Research is ongoing to develop
a vaccine using the blood of those
who have recovered. “(But) there
is no research yet to tell us how
long the antibodies last. We don’t
know if it is for a lifetime, 30 days
or one day,” she said.
Hepfer noted COVID-19 is a lin-

gering illness that frequently leads
to pneumonia, which is why there
has been a shortage of ventilators.
With most illnesses, ventilators
are used for a short period of time,
she said, but a COVID-19 patient
can need to remain on the lifesav-
ing equipment for weeks.
As for the near future, Hepfer is

hopeful but very cautious regard-
ing the lifting of restrictions.

“I believe there will be some
things opening May 1, but things
will have to be rolled out slowly.
We can’t let our guard down.”
At the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention (CDC), Direc-
tor Dr. Robert R. Redfield is
warning there could be a second
wave of COVID-19 coming in the
fall along with flu season, which
could be more disastrous than the
current outbreak, especially for
states that lift lockdowns too soon.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Yup, my waiting

room is better...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

It may not have been quite the
level of roar Matthew Stafford is
used to when he and his Detroit
Lions teammates take the field,
but the veteran quarterback ap-
peared genuinely impressed and
appreciative of the welcome
Cass City Elementary School
students offered him last Tues-
day afternoon. The veteran quar-
terback was greeted by a sea of
Honolulu blue and about as
much enthusiasm as a gym full
of 560 kids in grades K-6 can
muster as they chanted and
cheered. 

If you know any of the life
savers listed here, let them know
job well done. Seventy-one he-
roes donated blood earlier this
month at a blood drive sponsored
by the Hills & Dales General
Hospital Auxiliary and our local
VFW Post. Daniel Kurtz earned
a one-gallon pin, James Hiser,
Cheryl Lester and John Kurtz
earned 2-gallon pins, Barb Mer-
chant earned a 3-gallon pin,
Marlene Donaldson earned a 5-
gallon pin, Marilyn Mastie
earned a 7-gallon pin, Connie
Schwaderer earned a 9-gallon
pin and Edsel Ford and Gerald
Guinther earned 12-gallon pins.
Daniel Torrez, Amy Matthewson
and Margaret Mozden were all
first-time donors. Thank you!

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

A former Cass City resident and
U.S. Army veteran is among 5
individuals who were recently
honored by Northwood Univer-
sity as 2010 “Outstanding
Alumni Achievement Award”
winners. The former area resi-
dent is Lisa Hirn, daughter of
Bob and Mary Ann Hirn, Cass
City. She is a 1987 graduate of
Cass City High School. The Out-
standing Alumni Achievement
Award is given annually to those
alumni who exhibit the highest
qualifications, including
achievement and dedication in
their respective careers, support
and involvement in their local
communities, support and com-
mitment to Northwood Univer-
sity and their commitment to
promote and better the university
whenever the opportunity arises,
and for their interest in other
Northwood alumni living in their
communities.  
Owen-Gage School officials re-

cently announced the area school
district’s top graduates in the
Class of 2010. They are Kelsey
M. Quick, who has been named
valedictorian, and Christine B.
Schmidt, who has earned saluta-
torian honors. Quick, the daugh-
ter of Larry and Deb Quick of
Gagetown, achieved a cumula-
tive grade point average of 3.94.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

Longtime educator Bob Stickle
was honored as Cass City’s 1995
Citizen of the Year during the
Cass City Chamber of Com-
merce’ s annual dinner, held Sat-
urday at the Cass City VFW
Hall. Also honored were Cass
City High School seniors
Michelle Brown and Mandy
Nizzola, who were selected to
receive the Junior Citizen of the
Year award.

Kathleen M. Gavalas of Sagi-
naw announces the engagement
of her daughter, Nicole M., to
Jeffery W. Hartwick, son of Car-
ole A. and Leslie W. Hartwick of
Cass City. The bride-elect, who
is also the daughter of the late
Constantine N. Gavalas, is a
graduate of the University of
Michigan-Flint. Her fiancé is a
graduate of Ferris State Univer-
sity. A fall wedding is planned.

35 YEARS AGO (1985)  

Walter E. Walpole, 79, of Cass
City, Wednesday was the first
person to be presented the master
entrepreneur award at the Sagi-
naw Valley Entrepreneurs Club
meeting held at Saginaw Valley

ters of Bad Axe to Caro Sunday
where they were dinner guests of
Mrs. Lucille Bush. The birthdays
of Mrs. Anthes and of Bonnie
Kay Beecher were celebrated.
Also present in the Bush home
were her son Donald and two fel-
low students from MSU, East
Lansing. Donald will spend the
summer in Holland where he
will live in the home of one of
the students.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)

Sgt. Verne W. Crane of Cass
City, top turret gunner on a B-17
Flying Fortress in the 351st
Bombardment Group, has been
decorated with an Oak Leaf
Cluster to his Air Medal for
"meritorious achievement" on
bombing attacks on strategic and
tactical objectives in Germany.
The 27-year-old flier is a veteran
of a dozen combat missions. He
has taken part in assaults on tar-
gets in Berlin, Chemnitz, Essen,
Kassel, Bremen, Swinemunde,
Lohne, Hopsten, Vechta and
other war centers. The citation
accompanying his award read in
part: "The courage, coolness and
skill displayed by this enlisted
man upon these occasions reflect
great credit upon himself and the
Armed Forces of the United
States." Before entering the army
June 3, 1943, Sgt. Crane was a
machinist for the Pontiac Motor
Co. in Pontiac. His wife, Mrs.
Marilynn A. Crane, lives at Tyre.
His parents are Mr. and Mrs.
James Crane of Cass City.
Cpl. Leland C. Hartwick, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hartwick,
of Cass City, is a member of the
40th Mobile Communication
Squadron of the Ninth Air Force
that recently was awarded the
Meritorious Service Plaque for
superior performance of duty in
connection with tactical opera-
tions of both the Air and Ground
Forces prior to and during the in-
vasion of the continent, accord-
ing to a release sent to the
Chronicle by the Public Rela-
tions Office. Cpl. Hartwick, a
driver and vehicle mechanic, is
charged with seeing that the ve-
hicles are ready for movement at
any time. The citation covered
the period from Jan. 1, 1944, to
July 1, 1944, when the squadron,
with detachments working in
England, France, Belgium, Hol-
land, Luxembourg, and Germany
— furnished weather communi-
cations to all commands of the
Ninth Air Force, in addition to
the U. S. First, Third, Seventh,
and Ninth Armies, and the First
Tactical Air Force and First Al-
lied Airborne Army. Cpl.
Hartwick has been overseas 13
months. He served in England
before going to the continent.
Capt. Ferris A. Kercher came to

Cass City Saturday afternoon to
spend a 45-day leave after being
overseas nearly four years. He
has been in Iceland, Ireland,
England, France, Luxembourg
and Germany. 

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Mrs. McPherson spent a few
days the past week with her rel-
atives living north and east of
here, J. McIntyre, Mrs. J. Allen
and Mrs. R. Moore. The few
days we spent in Marlette last
week called upon old friends and
Saturday evening witnessed the
grand display of the new electric
street lights. The numerous cars
lined up on both sides of Main
street gave us the impression that
Marlette was booming. Attended
the M. E. church on Sunday and
was much pleased with the
music rendered by the Wilson or-
chestra.   

Miss Genevieve Wills gave a
party Monday evening at her
home in honor of her neighbor
and schoolmate Miss Mae
Toohey. Music, games and danc-
ing were enjoyed by 20 of her
high school friends. Mae was re-
minded of her birthday, when her
sister, Julia, presented a beautiful
story cake lit with 19 candles.
Mae received wishes for her
bright and prosperous future.  

State College.   Besides the mas-
ter award to Walpole, three en-
trepreneur of the year awards
were presented to Donald R.
Golding, Bay City, Mrs. Sharon
Long, Midland, and Guy D. Wa-
trous, Midland. Walpole, who re-
tired from Walbro Corporation in
Cass City in 1984, now serves as
chairman of the board of direc-
tors. He was originally from
Chicago and started his career as
a messenger boy for a bank in
1919. He started working for
Borg-Warner in 1927 and 10
years later transferred to Marvel
Schebler Division of Borg-
Warner in Flint, serving as secre-
tary-treasurer. He left to establish
Walbro Corporation in Fenton in
1950. He moved the company to
Cass City in 1954. Walbro now
has facilities in Cass City, Caro,
Auburn and Bad Axe and in
Mexico, Japan, Singapore and
West Germany.

Rebecca Ann Hartel, infant
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jeff
Hartel, was baptized Sunday at
Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. Amy Buchholz and
Clarke Haire were sponsors.
Frank Easlick, Jr., a 1984 grad-

uate of Kingston High School,
has completed recruit training at
the Navy Recruit Training Com-
mand, Navy Training Center,
Great Lakes, Ill.  Easlick, son of
Rita M. and Frank N. Easlick,
Sr., 3485 Linden Rd., Kingston,
began basic training Jan.14,
1985. After basic training,
Easlick was assigned to the
Damage Control Training Cen-
ter, Philadelphia, Pa., where he is
taking training to be a hull-tech-
nician.

40 YEARS AGO (1980) 

Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Tobias and
daughter Jamie, Mrs. Genevieve
Erla and Miss Gertrude Erla had
dinner at Wildwood Sunday. Fol-
lowing dinner, all but Mr. Tobias
went to Fair Haven where they
visited Mrs. Erla's daughter and
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley
(Florence) Pijnawoski.

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hennessey
left Wednesday to take their
daughter, Sue Parker, and grand-
son Joshua to join her husband
stationed at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. Hen-
nessey plan to be gone two
weeks.

Teresa J. Scollon has been
awarded a four-year National
Merit Scholarship at Michigan
State University. She is the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Edward
Scollon of Cass City, and a sen-
ior at Interlochen Arts Academy,
near Traverse City. She gradu-
ates from there May 31. The
scholarship is awarded with the
stipulation that she attend MSU,
which finances it.

50 YEARS AGO (1970)  

Tom Proctor was named Rotary
district governor nominee Thurs-
day at the annual meeting of the
district held at Chesaning. Be-
coming the nominee is tanta-
mount to election in the Rotary
election system. When he takes
office, Proctor will become the
first Rotarian from Cass City to
be the governor. He won the of-
fice in competition with a candi-
date from Alpena and during the
course of the campaign visited
nearly all of the 29 clubs in the
district

Mrs. E. C. Fritz arrived home
Sunday night from a South
American trip with Mr. and Mrs.
C. R. Hunt. The Hunts are en
route home from Florida and will
arrive this week. The Cass
Cityans spent 24 days in South
America, 12 days with Mr. and
Mrs. Jerry Forthun (Sally Hunt)
at Ascuncion, Paraguay, and with
James Fritz at Rosario, Paraguay,
where they are serving in the
Peace Corps. The other 12 days
were spent in various South
American countries. Mrs. Fritz
was impressed with the work
that UNICEF is doing in the
South American countries.
Mrs. Elsie Anthes accompanied

Mrs. Barton Beecher and daugh-

It wasn’t on my bucket list, but I can now say I’ve successfully completed a
virtual appointment with my family physician.
Unfortunately, I managed to fully showcase my ignorance along the way, thanks

to a stubborn tendency to understand only enough technology to get by at home
and on the job.
I’ll explain.
I was attempting to obtain authorization for a prescription renewal when the

doctor’s office informed me it was that time again for a face-to-face visit. So, I
scheduled a day and time, and was informed that the office is scheduling only
“virtual visits” through the end of the month.
“Okay, I said, I have no idea how to do that.”
“No, problem,” the gal from the office responded. “Do you have an Android or

an Apple (phone)?”
Silence.
First of all, no, I wasn’t sure what kind of phone I have. Second of all, don’t

judge – it was only a few years ago that my wife was finally forced to pry the re-
ally cool and faithful flip phone I had learned to really love from my clenched
fist.
Anyway, the lady at the doctor’s office instructed me to turn my phone over and

look for an apple symbol.
“Yes,” was my sheepish response.
“Okay, she continued, adding the office would be calling me at 9 a.m. to check

me in using FaceTime, which would be followed by a call from the doctor a few
minutes later, also on FaceTime.
“Do I have FaceTime on my phone?” I asked (hey, might as well be honest and

dive all the way in, right?). Truth is, I had heard of the app, which allows people
to see one another during a conversation or meeting, but I had never used it.

Guess you could say I’m a pre-COVID-19, old school reporter who prefers to
talk to and interact with people in person.
Regardless, I received the call from the office and, turns out, FaceTime is really

easy to use, pretty much the same as answering a phone call. After hanging up, I
waited for my official doctor’s appointment to arrive. 

I decided to wait in my home office. The room isn’t large, but it’s wall-to-wall
windows, giving me a great view of the woods, pond and all sorts of wildlife
from every view. And, I wanted to edit some copy at the same time.

I figured it was a safe venue, given the warnings I had received about making
sure you’re adequately dressed when you receive a FaceTime call, given the fact
that the caller can see you and your background. So, standing in front of a castle
built out of empty beer cans during my isolation would be a bad idea, for exam-
ple.

It would also be awkward in my case, considering my physician is well aware
of my battle with alcoholism in the past and my eight-plus years of sobriety since,
you know?

But I digress.
The doctor called, we had a brief chat, he asked about any issues I might be

having, and it was over.
Have to admit, a FaceTime appointment has its advantages, including the fact

that there was no waiting involved. At. All. His call arrived precisely at 9:15 a.m.
as promised. And, there was also no travel on my part.

Still, it left me with the same empty feeling that’s been nagging at me since
most of us started isolating ourselves at home more than a month ago in the name
of protecting everyone’s health against the novel coronavirus.

Honestly, I missed the in-person contact, even with a health professional who
ordered a colonoscopy for me last fall.

On the other hand, I like my waiting room better.

parents in Kingston, we wanted to make the trip often but were re-
stricted because of the rationing of gas. I am sure the statute of limita-
tions has passed to tell this story, for some of the actions were not
completely legal. On these trips the car often included farm products
like eggs, butter and meats that could be bargained for gas ration
coupons back in Pontiac.

I am telling this story to communicate the feelings I have today re-
garding the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions compared to WWII re-
strictions. The gas ration coupons were designed to restrict the use of
gasoline by keeping everyone at home. Like all Americans, we were
pushing the intent of restrictions just a little bit.

Today, the restrictions ask us to use a face mask, stay six feet away
from others and stay at home, for we may contaminate someone else or
ourselves. Back then, we could not leave the home to save fuel for the
war. In both cases, we were restricted or asked to stay at home.
I did not like the restrictions in WWII and I do not like the restrictions

today, but I am complying with the current restriction today, for we are
in a life and death situation.

Richard Peter
Kingston

Continued from page three.

Restrictions not that bad
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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CASS CITY High School senior Morgan Russell is

among 62 Michigan students named 2020 Breaking

Traditions Award recipients, the Michigan Depart-

ment of Education announced last week. The stu-

dents were recognized for overcoming obstacles and

stereotypes to succeed in career and technical edu-

cation programs. Russell, who was enrolled in the

law enforcement program at the Tuscola Technol-

ogy Center in Caro, has enlisted in the National

Guard, according to her instructor, Steve Roland,

who noted Russell aspires to join the Michigan State

Police in the future.

Shoop in the general election after
emerging the victor in the Repub-
lican primary over two other can-
didates.
The 84th District seat was previ-

ously held for two terms by Dr.
Edward “Ned” Canfield (R-Sebe-
waing).

Rep in Congress

Races are also set for representa-
tive seats in both the Fifth District
and 10th District.

In the Fifth District, incumbent
Dan Kildee (D-Flint) is being
challenged by Republicans
Christina Fitchett-Hickson, Bur-
ton; Tim Kelly, Saginaw; and Earl
Lackie, Hale.
In the 10th District, a trio of Re-

publicans are vying for the post
previously held by two-term in-
cumbent Paul Mitchell (R-Dryden
Township), who opted not to seek
a third term. The challengers are
Lisa McClain, Clinton Township;
Doug Slocum, Macomb; and
Shane Hernandez, Port Huron.

U.S. senator

Democratic incumbent U.S. Sen-
ator Gary Peters, Bloomfield
Township, is seeking reelection
and faces challenges from a pair
of Republican candidates; Bob
Carr, Mackinac Island, and John
James, Livonia.

Commissioners

Races are set in three of five Tus-
cola County Board of Commis-

Continued from page one.

Few county races in August primary vote
sioner districts, including in Dis-
trict Two, where current board
Chairman Thom Bardwell faces a
challenge from fellow Republican
Richard A. Lipan. District Two is
comprised of Almer, Ellington,
Kingston and Novesta townships
and the city of Caro.

In District Four, meanwhile,
Commissioner Mark Jensen opted
not to seek reelection, setting the
stage for a two-man race, with Re-
publicans Roger A. Bacon, Sr. and
Douglas DuRussel vying for the
two-year term. District Four is
comprised of Arbela, Millington,
Tuscola and Watertown town-
ships.
Incumbent Commissioner Daniel

Grimshaw is being challenged by
fellow Republican Dean A. Tom-
linson in District Five, which is
comprised of Denmark, Juniata
and Vassar townships and the city
of Vassar.

Running for reelection unop-
posed are Republicans District
One Commissioner Tom Young,
who represents Akron, Columbia,
Elkland, Elmwood, Fairgrove,
Gilford and Wisner townships;
and District Three Commissioner
Kim Vaughan, who represents
Dayton, Fremont and Indianfields
townships.

Townships

Among Cass City area town-
ships, Veteran Elkland Township
Board member Terry L. Muntz is
seeking the supervisor’s post un-
opposed following longtime Su-
pervisor Dan Erla’s decision to
retire. Also running unopposed in
the township are Heather Sever-

ance, clerk; Cindy Kruse, treas-
urer; and trustees Tavis Osentoski
and Steve Wright. All of the can-
didates filed as Republicans.
Candidates running in other area

townships include:
*Ellington Township – Russell

Speirs, supervisor; Suzy Rock-
well, clerk; Carmell Pattullo,
treasurer; and trustees Laura
Boyke-Hawes and Gregg Camp-
bell. All the candidates filed as
Republicans.

*Elmwood Township – Christo-
pher Graff, supervisor; Pam
Brinkman, clerk; and trustees
Nicholas Bliss and Joan Sattel-
berg, all Republicans.

*Kingston Township – Wm.
Jesse Zimba, Democrat, supervi-
sor; Carrie Gilley, Republican,
clerk; Mary Lou Wolak, Democ-
rat, treasurer; and trustees Gary
King and Timothy Ruggles, both
Republicans.

*Koylton Township – Doug
Kramer, supervisor; Rex Vroman,
clerk; Linda Jobson, treasurer; and
trustees Justin Boyl and Lawrence
Sabin. All of the candidates filed
as Republicans.

*Wells Township – Carmen
Stevens, Republican, clerk; Ste-
fanie Bruce, Republican, treas-
urer; and Albert Pearsall III,
Republican, trustee.

Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fet-
ting said the names of some indi-
viduals, including a number of
candidates in Novesta and Wells
townships, won’t be listed until
after July 16 – the filing deadline
for those planning to run without
a party affiliation and whose
names will appear only on the No-
vember ballot.

Community foundation announces
emergency fund, thanks to donors

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Tuscola County Community
Foundation (TCCF) has estab-
lished a new emergency needs
fund, thanks to donations totaling
more than $10,000, foundation
Executive Director John Hunter
announced Friday.

“Recently two generous donors
stepped forward to jump start this
new fund to help meet emergency
needs in our Tuscola County com-
munities,” said Hunter, who added
Northstar Bank chipped in $1,500,
while an anonymous donor of-
fered a gift of $10,000.

“(Both) recognized that our com-
munities will have additional, un-
foreseen challenges to meet
today’s changing COVID-19
world we are living in,” he said.

“The sole purpose of this emer-
gency needs fund is to provide
support for emergent needs that
arise for residents residing in Tus-
cola County. Priority emergent
needs are defined as food, cloth-
ing and shelter,” Hunter ex-
plained. “Applicants who are
addressing these needs will be
given preferred consideration in
grant decisions.
“Secondary needs include organ-

izations that are ‘first responders’

in times of community crisis,
(and) tertiary needs include those
organizations providing services
during times of emergency in Tus-
cola County not (previously)
listed,” he said.

Hunter welcomes any other con-
tributions to the new fund. Dona-
tions earmarked for the “Tuscola
County Emergency Needs Fund”
can be sent to TCCF, P.O. Box
534, Caro, MI 48723, or by utiliz-
ing PayPal’s secure network on
the foundation’s website at
www.tuscolaccf.org. More infor-
mation is available by calling
(989) 673-8223.
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Fern McCreedy 

Fern Lorraine McCreedy, 90, of Cass City, passed away following a lengthy illness Saturday, April 25,
2020 in Courtney Manor Skilled Nursing and Rehab of Bad Axe.  

She was born July 8, 1929 in Caseville to Vern and Mary (Cobb) Langley.  
She married Harvey Alger McCreedy March 4, 1950 in the Caseville Methodist Church.  He died October

27, 1999.  
Fern graduated from Bay Port High School.  She worked for various companies over the years, including

Sherwood on the Hill and General Cable.  Fern had a passion for singing. She sang
at weddings, in the Sutton Sunshine Methodist Church choir, with the Tom
Thumb Singers, to her family; quite frankly, to anyone that would listen. Fern
was known to call loved ones to sing a song, and if they didn’t answer, she
would sing anyway in a message. She also enjoyed spending time with her
family and friends, reminiscing about her younger years, growing up in
Caseville and all of the fun she used to have there. Fern loved to cook,
bake, write and read poetry, eat sweets (even when she knew she was not
supposed to) and spend time with her cat Nikki. She was passionate about
her faith in the Lord and prayed for her family and loved ones every night.
Fern was always asking people if they knew Jesus. She was known for
her quick wit and always had a new joke to tell.  This same wit continues
to be passed down to further generations.       

Fern is survived by her children:  Mitch (Sharron) McCreedy of Deford,
Robert (Gail) McCreedy of Gagetown, James McCreedy of Gagetown, Marie
McCreedy of Cass City, Bill (Toni) McCreedy of Cass City, Gayl Ann (Richard)
Patera of Cass City, Tim McCreedy of Caro and Diana (Kurt) Mika of Unionville;
fifteen grandchildren; ten great-grandchildren; sisters-in-law:  Dorothy McCreedy of Cass City and Leona
Langley of Caseville; and her very special friend, Jesus Christ.  

She was preceded in death by her husband, Harvey; two infant sisters; brothers:  Fred Langley, Eugene
Langley and Ed Langley.    
A private funeral service was held in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with Brad Speirs of Novesta Church

of Christ, Cass City officiating.
Interment is in Hillside Cemetery, Cass City.  
Memorials may be made to Sutton Sunshine United Methodist Church of Caro.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Larry Milazzo

Larry Milazzo, 72, of Thomas Twp., formerly of Gagetown, was born into eternal life on the morning of
Monday, April 20, 2020, at his home, due to complications from Parkinson’s Disease. 

Larry was born in Cook County, Illinois on September 22, 1947, the son of the late Tony A. and Victoria
(Alonge) Milazzo and grew up in the Downers Grove neighborhood of Chicago. 
As a young man, Larry was active in football, track, music, drama club, reluctantly took accordion lessons,

and enjoyed fishing trips with his mother and father to Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
On June 19, 1971, Larry was united in marriage to the love of his life, the former

Dianne Lubaczewski, at St. Agatha Church in Gagetown.  
A man of strong character and integrity, Larry first began work in the broad-

casting field as an announcer in 1968, then transitioned to Regional Sales
Manager and Food Distribution for various companies on the East Coast. 

25 years later, Larry returned to Michigan to resume his first love of
broadcasting as his on-air personality, L Maxi Mills, where he worked
until retiring in 2005. It’s as a young man in college where Larry devel-
oped his love of music; a love that carried on throughout his life, espe-
cially when Larry was playing the drums in various bands and listening
to Motown music with his family. Larry was a parishioner of Holy Spirit
Parish in Shields, and formerly St. Agatha in Gagetown, where he enjoyed
his weekly lunches at Sherwood on the Hill with his friends from church.
After returning to Michigan in 1998, Larry enjoyed the annual Christmas
time tradition of helping his bother-in-law Ted, his nephews Nick and Brett,
and close family friends at the Lubaczewski Tree Farm. Family always came
first with Larry. He passed on a strong work ethic to his children and always be-
lieved success came from a positive attitude and hard work. Larry was a pillar of
strength and a mentor to all. He will be deeply missed, yet lovingly remembered for years to come.
He leaves to carry on his legacy, his faithful wife of 48 years, Dianne Milazzo and their two children, An-

thony L. (Teresa) Milazzo and Gina F. (Christopher) Roka. Larry was the most loving and proud “PopPop”
of Jordan, Aaron, Colin, Ava and Dylan. He also leaves behind his brother-in-law, Ted (Linda) Lubaczewski;
sister-in-law, Sylvia Gucwa; and many nieces and nephews, who he loved dearly.

In addition to his parents, Larry was preceded in death by his father-in-law and mother-in-law, Walter &
Irene Lubaczewski, brother-in-law, Stanley Gucwa, and first cousin, Patricia Terone.
A private family funeral will be held at Skorupski Family Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 1550 Mid-

land Rd., between State & Gratiot with the Rite of Committal to follow in St. Agatha Cemetery, Gagetown. 
A Memorial Liturgy will be held at Holy Spirit Parish, following the COVID-19 pandemic. Memorial con-

tributions may be directed to the wishes of the family, for a charitable donation to be made by the family at
a later date.
Expressions of sympathy may be shared with the family online at www.skorupskis.com.

Rosemary Rutkoski 

Rosemary Jean Rutkoski, 73, of Cass City, died following a lengthy illness Thursday, April 23, 2020 in
Tuscola County Medical Care Facility, Caro.  
She was born January 3, 1947 in Cass City, the tenth of fifteen children born to Enick and Helen (Jurkowski)

Rutkoski.  
Rosemary graduated from Cass City High School.  
She worked for Sherwin-Williams in Hamtramck, MI and Dayton, OH.  Rosemary finished her career

working for Beau Townsend Ford in Dayton, OH.  
She made approximately thirty-five Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls for her nieces and nephews.  Rosemary

enjoyed annual summer trips with her friends from Ohio.  Frankenmuth and Dol-
lywood were among many favorite locations.  Rosemary enjoyed visiting with
family and friends, sewing and cake decorating.  She was skilled at making
crafts and especially talented at scrapbooking.  Her family and friends will
miss her delicious, homemade pumpkin rolls.  Rosemary had a lifelong
love of Elvis Presley and his music.  
Rosemary is survived by her siblings:  Herb Rutkoski of Cass City, LaV-

ern (Carol) Rutkoski of Cass City, Catherine Keahn of Utica, Ron (Car-
oline) Rutkoski of Decker, Veronica (Gary) Priestly of Caro, JoAnne
(Tom) Osantowski of Cass City, Larry (Ann) Rutkoski of Essexville, Patti
(Rennie Sandercott) Willcocks of Sterling Heights and Mike (Cecelia)
Rutkoski of Columbus, OH; sister-in-law, Joanne Rutkoski of Ocala, FL;
and many nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her parents; siblings: Mildred (Ralph) Orzel,

Frank Rutkoski, Lucille Rutkoski, Phyllis (Del) Lowrie, Jeanne Rutkoski;
brother-in-law, Gerald Keahn; and sister-in-law, Kay Rutkoski.    
A memorial service will be held at a later date in Our Lady Consolata Parish, St.

Pancratius Catholic Church, Cass City.
Interment is in Novesta Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to Tuscola County Medical Care Facility, or Our Lady Consolata Parish, St. Pan-

cratius Catholic Church.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

out, is the Cass City Schools has a heathy fund balance equal to nearly
20 percent of the district’s general fund budget, so the school could
spend $300,000 of the surplus in the next school year and still retain a
15 percent fund balance.
“We’ve always been against spending fund balance, but this is (an un-

precedented) deal we’re looking at,” said school Supt. Jeff Hartel. “It’s
kind of a ‘rainy day’ fund, and it’s raining out.”

According to Zimba, the district has already cut expenses this year
stemming from the shutdown of schools and cancellation of athletics
for the remainder of the school year. A number of daycare workers have
been laid off along with some third-party contractors (bus drivers, etc.).

Zimba didn’t outline any proposed additional cuts Monday, but she
said the impact of the pandemic on school operations is likely to be felt
for at least a couple of years. “We’re probably going to have to make
some tough decisions coming up next year,” she added.

Hartel agreed, but pointed out that in his first year as superintendent
nearly a decade ago, the local school board was forced to cut nearly $1
million from the budget due to a downturn in the housing market
“Somehow we got through that – we’ll get through this,” he said.

Education plan

Turning to the district’s efforts to continue educating students long-
distance, Hartel and board members both lauded the teaching staff for
getting a head start on implementing the district’s Continuity of Learn-
ing and COVID-19 Response Plan required by the state.
In short, schools are expected to provide instruction at a distance using

a variety of methods that meet local needs, including printed materials,
phone contact, email, virtual learning, or a combination of those means.
Although educators are required to do so by April 28, the Cass City
teaching staff has been actively working on their plan for at least two
weeks.
“We got a quick start and our staff has really stepped up,” Hartel told

the board.
As for the remainder of this year, school work completed during the

fourth marking period will be evaluated for student learning and will
be documented in Google Classroom or other similar platforms used
by staff, according to Hartel, who said fourth marking period grades
will not be officially recorded.

“We feel there is too much of an inequality in learning opportunities
across our community to fairly assign grades. However, a student who
shows dedication, effort and engagement in the lessons for fourth mark-
ing period assignments will have their second semester grade improved
as determined by the teacher using documented engagement time, work
completed and overall effort in doing the work assigned.”

No student will have the grade they earned during the third marking
period lowered by electing not to do work for the fourth marking period,
but school officials have been encouraging all students to stay engaged
in the lessons provided by their teachers.
Grades earned during the third marking period (which ended April 13)

will be the second semester grade and count as a half-credit towards
graduation — just like every year.
“All seniors on track to earn the required graduation credits are exempt

from any further schoolwork,” Hartel said. “Seniors are encouraged to
maintain contact with Mr. Daniels, Mrs. Hempton and Mrs. Fluegge to
ensure (they) are all set to graduate. All students in grades K-11 on track
to advance to the next grade will do so based on progress made through
the third marking period.”
Provided the state’s executive orders prohibiting public gatherings are

lift in time, local school officials are planning both a prom and com-
mencement ceremony this summer.
Prom is slated for Saturday, July 18, at Rolling Hills Golf Course, Cass

City, while graduation will be held, if possible, at the football field Fri-
day, July 31, starting at 7 p.m.

In other business

In other business during the regular monthly meeting, the board:
*Approved fourth year probation for four elementary school teachers.

They are: Matt Sweeney, sixth grade; Kelli McIntyre, special teaching
assignment; Stacey Gruber, kindergarten; and Emily Bauer, second
grade. Probation was also approved for junior-senior high teachers
Heather Middleton, second year, science; Andrew Whittaker, second
year, special teaching assignment; Chris Kimble, third year, science;
Jeremy Buxman, fourth year, social studies; and Susan Hanby, second
year, math.
*Approved plans to complete some capital improvement projects this

summer – all funded by a voter-approved bond extension approved two
years ago. Work planned this summer will include installation of new
boilers at the elementary school, bathroom renovations at both the ele-
mentary and high school, and installation of a heating-air conditioning-
ventilation system in the high school office.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

School officials: virus casts

financial cloud over district
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Real Estate for Sale

Automotive
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Transit  (nonbusi-
ness) rates, 10
words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  ad-
ditional words 15
cents each.  Three
weeks for the price
of 2-cash rate.   Save
money by enclosing
cash with mail or-
ders.  Rates for dis-
play want ads on
application.

General Merchandise
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Facilities For Rent

VFW HALL - weddings,
parties, funeral, dinners.
Please call 989-872-4933.

4-2-22-ft

Services

• Central A/C

• Gas & Oil Furnaces

• Mobile Home Furnace

•Sales & Service

HEATING

and

AIR

CONDITIONING

Paul L. Brown

Owner

State Licensed

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL

989-872-2734
8-5-3-tf

Dave Nye
Builder
* New Construction

* Additions
* Remodeling

* Pole Buildings
* Roofing
* Siding

* State Licensed *

(989) 872-4670
8-8-10-tf

Ken Martin

Electric,

Inc.
Homes - Farms

Commercial

Industrial

STATE LICENSED

Phone 872-4114
4180 Hurds Corner Rd.

8-8-10-tf

SALT FREE iron conditioners
and water softeners, 24,000
grain, $750. In-home service on
all brands.  Credit cards ac-
cepted.  Call Paul’s Pump Re-
pair, 673-4850 or 800-745-4851
for free analysis.          8-9-25-tf

KIRBY VACUUM - Do you want
your carpets to be clean & free of
dirt and dust? Try our new 100 year
anniversary vacuum sweeper. Man-
ufactured in Cleveland, Ohio. This
carpet sweeper is made and built in
the USA ensuring quality, reliability
and performance. Used Vacuums -
Kirby, Eureka, wet & dry, Sears,
tank, Oreck etc. Warranty 90 days.
KIRBY VACUUM OF BAD AXE
(located across from the Franklin
Inn on the East end of Bad Axe) or
call 989-269-7562, 989-551-7562
for repairs, parts or service.       

8-12-17-tf

ELECTRIC MOTOR and
power tool repair, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays, 8 a.m. to noon
Saturday.  John Blair, 1/8 mile
west of M-53 on Sebewaing
Road. Phone 269-7909 or 989-
553-7960.                8-12-13-tf

PAUL’S PUMP REPAIR - Water
pump and water tank sales.  In-
home service.  Credit cards ac-
cepted.  Call 673-4850 or
800-745-4851 anytime.        

8-9-25-tf
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WANTED - 1964 and ear-
lier silver dollars, half dol-
lars, quarters and dimes.
Paying 10 times the face
value. Call 989-392-7355,

2-4-22-52

Chronicle Classifieds
Get Results

Call 872-2010 or e-mail: 
sales@ccchronicle.net 
to place your ad here. 

HUD Homes!  
"We sell them!"  

Call Jean for 
Information on how 
to make an offer and
how to view a HUD

owned home.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY ADVERTISEMENT. 

Notice is given under section 3212 of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that the
following mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale of the mortgaged premises, or some part of them, at a public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder for cash or cashier’s check at the place of holding the circuit court in TUSCOLA
County, starting promptly at 10:00, a.m. on May 21, 2020. 

The amount due on the mortgage may be greater on the day of the sale. Placing the highest bid at the sale does
not automatically entitle the purchaser to free and clear ownership of the property. A potential purchaser is en-
couraged to contact the county register of deeds office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge
a fee for this information. 

MORTGAGE INFORMATION: Default has been made in the conditions of a certain mortgage made by Eric Al-
brecht, a single man, whose address is 6709 Vassar Road, Vassar, Michigan 48768, as original Mortgagors, to
CSMC Inc., DBA Central States Mortgage, being a mortgage dated July 27, 2007, and recorded on August 15,
2007 in Liber 1127 Page 806, Tuscola County Records, State of Michigan. Said Mortgage is now held through
mesne assignments by 

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC, as assignee as documented by an assignment dated March 28,
2019 and recorded on April 8, 2019 in Liber 01419 Page 00939, Tuscola County Records, Michigan, on which
mortgage there is claimed to be due at the date hereof the sum of SIXTY-THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUN-
DRED FORTY-THREE AND 77/100 ($63,443.77). 

Said premises are situated in the Township of Vassar, County of Tuscola, State of Michigan, and are described as:
PART OF THE SOUTH 20 ACRES OF THE SOUTHWEST FRACTIONAL 1/4 OF THE NORTHWEST FRAC-
TIONAL 1/4 OF SECTION 30, TOWN 11 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST, DESCRIBED AS: BEGINNING AT A
POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID FRACTIONAL SECTION 30 WHICH IS NORTH, 229.90 FEET FROM
THE WEST 1/4 CORNER OF SAID SECTION 30; THENCE CONTINUING ALONG SAID WEST LINE
NORTH 165.00 FEET TO THE NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTH 20 ACRES; THENCE ALONG SAID NORTH
LINE OF SAID SOUTH 20 ACRES, NORTH 88 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 20 SECONDS EAST, 264.00 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 165.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 20 SECONDS WEST, 264.00
FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING. 

Street Address: 6709 Vassar Road, Vassar, Michigan 48768 The redemption period shall be 6 months from the
date of such sale, unless the property is determined abandoned in accordance with MCLA § 600.3241a in which
case the redemption period shall be 30 days from the date of the sale. If the property is sold at a foreclosure sale
under Chapter 32 of the Revised Judicature Act of 1961, pursuant to MCLA § 600.3278, the borrower will be
held responsible to the person who buys the property at the mortgage foreclosure sale or to the mortgage holder
for damaging the property during the redemption period. 
THIS FIRM IS A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
WE OBTAIN WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

ATTENTION HOMEOWNER: IF YOU ARE A MILITARY SERVICE MEMBER ON ACTIVE DUTY, IF
YOUR PERIOD OF ACTIVE DUTY HAS CONCLUDED LESS THAN 90 DAYS AGO, OR IF YOU HAVE
BEEN ORDERED TO ACTIVE DUTY, PLEASE CONTACT THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PARTY FORECLOS-
ING THE MORTGAGE AT THE TELEPHONE NUMBER STATED IN THIS NOTICE. Dated: April 15, 2020
For more information, please contact the attorney for the party foreclosing: 

Kenneth J. Johnson, 
Johnson, Blumberg, 
& Associates, LLC, 
5955 West Main Street, Suite 18, Kalamazoo, MI 49009. Telephone: (312) 541-9710. File No.: MI 20 4079

4-15-4
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A MUSKRAT glides across a farm pond south of Cass City recently. Muskrats

are large, semi-aquatic rodents that spend most of their time in water. They

resemble beavers but are more closely related to mice and rats, earning their

name a strong smell or “musk” that they produce during mating season and

to mark territories.

News briefs
M-53 project is now underway
HURON COUNTY – A road construction project targeting a section of
M-53 in Huron County was scheduled to get underway Monday, ac-
cording to Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) officials.

MDOT plans to invest $832,000 to resurface two-tenths of a mile of
M-53 at Atwater Road. The work will include concrete curb and gutter,
drainage, maintenance on the bridge over the Pigeon River, and widen-
ing for a center left-turn lane to improve traffic operations and safety at
the intersection.
One lane of M-53 will be open with traffic moderators during daytime

hours. Atwater Road will be detoured for up to five days to accommo-
date widening of the road via Bay City Forestville Road, Bad Axe Road
and Atwater Road.
The project, designed to improve the safety and operation of the inter-

section and extend the life of the bridge, is expected to be completed in
June.

Food giveaways slated in Caro
CARO — The Anchor Cove Church 201 E. Sanilac Rd., Caro, will be
hosting free food distributions in the coming weeks and months.
Distributions are planned for 10 a.m. Saturday, May 16; Saturday, Aug.

15; and Saturday, Sept. 19.

Avoid sharing your info online
SANDUSKY — Bored? Playing question games on the Internet, such
as on social networking websites, can be risky.
The Sandusky Police Department recently shared a scam warning orig-

inally posted by the Glendale Police Department in Wisconsin, where
law enforcement officials are urging residents to think twice before
clicking.
The warning focuses on participation in filling out quick quizzes that

could lead to giving out personal information scammers can use to fig-
ure out your password and security questions. Some of the standard
questions on these quizzes include your pet’s name, where are you from,
mother’s maiden name, street you grew up on, first job, child’s first
name, etc.

Bids sought for new sidewalk
CASS CITY —The village of Cass City is moving forward with some
planned improvements, with bids being sought for the M-81 sidewalk
project.

The 660 lineal-foot sidewalk extension will start at the Videomation
store, 6234 Main St., then run west to Doerr Road. There will also be
sidewalk work along Shell Gas station and Thumb National Bank to-
wards Doerr Road. The work will also include two drive entrances at
the elevator along with five handicap approaches at the end of drive-
ways.
The project also calls for some curb work at the post office, which will

be paid for by the U.S. Postal Service.

Plans set for mosquito season
TUSCOLA COUNTY – Spring-like days have been few and far be-
tween this year. But the cooler temperatures have prevented mosquitoes
from developing, so there has not been a need for Tuscola County
Abatement to ramp up operations in early April, according to the de-
partment’s new director, Larry Zapfe.

Zapfe has been working with Tuscola County Emergency Services
Manager Steve Anderson and Ann Hepfer, health officer for the Tuscola
and Huron county health departments, on precautionary steps to be able
to start suppression.

“We have been out in the field doing (trap number) surveillance. So
far, we have not had a significant hatch yet,” Zapfe said. “The weather
has been cooperating with colder temperatures.”

“I’ve gotten phone calls to come for treating standing water, and res-
idents concerned about getting started,” Zapfe added. “I explained we
are shut down because of the virus. They have been understanding about
that so far.”

Because mosquito season will be starting soon, Zapfe has developed
a plan to get started with a limited number of employees.
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bullhorn to get Peters’ attention inside her home.
Once she and her husband, Virgil, emerged, club members presented

Peters with her certificate, balloons and flowers.
“She was very pleasantly surprised to see all of us. It was nice to see

everyone in person — even at a six feet distance. The only thing miss-
ing was hugs,” Kranz said of Thursday’s surprise presentation.
Cass City Rotary Club President Kevven Dorland read a tribute in Pe-

ters’ honor.
“Six years ago, the Cass City Rotary Club started honoring a local

Rotary ‘hero’ each year for their service to the club and community,”
he explained.

“Our past Rotary heroes are Bert Althaver, Val Hartel, Debra Kranz,
Carolyn Sorenson and Dave Milligan. These individuals have and con-
tinue to show exceptional service and dedication to our club and our
community. This year’s recipient is no different,” Dorland said, noting
Peters has been a member of the club since 2006.

“She has served and continues to serve on our board and many area
boards. She is a past Rotary Club president along with being a Rotary
Foundation member, and (she) received the Paul Harris Fellow award.
She has chaired and worked on highway clean-up, St. Patrick’s Day
Committee, Wine and Cheese Fundraiser, and is the person we go to
when we need to make sure something is done.”
Peters grew up in Cass City, later moving to Cedar Springs in her early

teens. She returned to the area in 1998.
“She and her husband, Virgil, raised two children here, Justin and

Emily. She attended CMU and SVSU. She holds a Michigan State li-
cense to sell property, casualty, life and health insurance and has her
Certified Insurance Service Representative designation,” Dorland said.
“She serves on the Tuscola County Community Foundation Board of

Directors, the Cass City Chamber Board of Directors and is the chair
of their membership committee. She serves on the board of the
DDA/EDC.”

Peters also continued the “chili cook-off” tradition started by her fa-
ther, Alan Klco, and still heads up the event for the local chamber of
commerce. She purchased the insurance business from her father in
2011 and is the current owner of Knights Insurance Agency. 

Continued from page one.

Rotarians honor Amy Peters

Kate Van Auken, a Cass City res-
ident and former longtime Raw-
son Memorial District Library
director, was recently elected to
the 2020 Michigan Library Asso-
ciation (MLA) Board of Directors.

Kelly Richards, library director,
Muskegon District Library, was
voted president-elect of the MLA.
Van Auken, who now serves as di-
rector of the White Pine Library
Cooperative, was elected a board
member-at-large along with Tim
Gleisner, head of special collec-
tions, Library of Michigan; and
Jasmine Parker, youth
services/teen librarian, Ferndale
Area District Library.

Members-at-large are elected to
three-year terms.

Van Auken has served as the di-
rector of the White Pine Library
Cooperative in Saginaw since Au-
gust 2019. Prior to her role as co-
operative director, she served as
library director of Rawson Memo-

rial District Library in Cass City
from 2002 through July 2019 and
as a local library board trustee
from 1999 through 2002.
Van Auken holds a Master of Li-

brary and Information Science
Degree from Wayne State Univer-
sity, Detroit, and a Bachelor of
Science-Administrative Manage-
ment Degree from Clemson Uni-
versity, Clemson, S.C.
She has been a member of MLA

for more than 15 years and in that
time has attended numerous MLA
annual and Spring Institute con-
ferences and presented at MLA’s
annual conference.
Van Auken has served as a mem-

ber of numerous boards and com-
mittees, including the Rawson
Memorial District Library Board
of Trustees, White Pine Library
Cooperative Board (serving as
board president and vice presi-
dent), Baker College Business and
Technology Advisory Board, Tus-

cola County Brownfield Redevel-
opment Authority Board, Tuscola
County Community Foundation
Board, Tuscola County Economic
Development Corporation Board,
Hills and Dales General Hospital
Foundation Board, Cass City Arts
Council Board and the Cass City
Schools Technology Board.

Van Auken elected to MLA board

Kate Van Auken


