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A STATEWIDE order closing K-12 schools in an effort
to slow the spread of novel coronavirus in Michigan left
Cass City Junior-Senior High School agriscience teacher
and FFA Advisor Heather Middleton with the unique
challenge of ensuring continued care of the school’s live-
stock. Middleton, pictured above with Archi, an orphan
lamb given to the program to raise, decided to pack up
all of the animals and move them temporarily to her
Mayville farm.

Safe and sound

Cass City teacher, FFA advisor
takes her work home with her

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Talk about taking your work home with you.

Like her fellow teachers in the Cass City Public Schools, Heather Mid-
dleton was recently sent home after state officials ordered all K-12
schools in the state temporarily closed in an effort to stem the tide of
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) spreading across the country.

Unlike many of her fellow educators, however, she didn’t go home
alone.

Middleton, who took on the roles of agriscience teacher and FFA ad-
visor at Cass City Junior-Senior High School last fall, arranged to trans-
port the small menagerie of farm animals kept inside the Cass City Ag
Learn Lab — including sheep, goats, cows and a few rabbits — to her
own home.

“I made the decision on Saturday (March 14) to move all the animals
to my farm,” said Middleton, who along with her husband and four chil-
dren own and operate a beef farm in Mayville.

“The type of care the animals are accustomed to would not have been
feasible if I were to leave them at the school facilities,” she explained.
“The animals are all very happy at the Middleton Farm — so much so
we have a beautiful, brand new addition of a baby buck kid goat.

“I have been trying to update students through Facebook on the birth
of our goat,” Middleton added. “When the students left (school), they
were full of uncertainty and worried about the animals. I am hoping
with the updates on Facebook, it eases their fears.”

Middleton noted the school’s ag barn houses a variety of farm ani-
mals.

“We have two adult sheep, the two lamb babies that were born at the
school barn, and we were given an orphan lamb about a month ago to
raise,” she said. “We have two adult goats, with one giving birth (last

Please turn to page 14.

Loans designed to aid businesses

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced Thursday that the U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA) has approved her request for a
statewide Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) declaration, opening
the opportunity to small businesses to access low-interest loans from
the SBA.

“This designation unlocks critical financial resources for small busi-
nesses across the state impacted by the tough, but necessary steps we
have taken to mitigate the spread of coronavirus here in Michigan,”
Whitmer said. “While access to these loans is vital, we are continuing
to look at every resource available to support our businesses, commu-

Please turn to page 4.

Whitmer signs “stay at
home” order for state

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer signed a “Stay Home, Stay
Safe” Executive Order late Mon-
day morning directing all Michi-
gan businesses and operations to
temporarily suspend in-person op-
erations that are not necessary to
sustain or protect life.

The order also directs Michigan-
ders to stay in their homes unless
they’re a part of that critical infra-
structure workforce, engaged in
an outdoor activity, or performing
tasks necessary to the health and
safety of themselves or their fam-
ily, such as going to the hospital
or grocery store.

The order, which went into effect
Monday at midnight and will re-
main in place for at least three
weeks, states residents may only
leave their home or place of resi-
dence under very limited circum-
stances, and they must adhere to
social distancing measures recom-
mended by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) when they do so, including
remaining at least six feet from
people from outside the individ-
ual’s household to the extent fea-
sible under the circumstances.

“In just 13 days, we’ve gone
from zero to over 1,000 COVID-
19 cases,” Whitmer said in her ad-
dress to the state Monday. “This is
an unprecedented crisis that re-
quires all of us working together
to protect our families and our
communities. The most effective
way we can slow down the virus
is to stay home. I know this will
be hard, but it will be temporary.

If we all come together, get seri-
ous, and do our part by staying
home, we can stay safe and save
lives.”

“Taking aggressive action to pro-
tect our communities is the most
important thing we can do to mit-
igate further spread of COVID-
19,” said Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) Chief Deputy for

Health and Chief Medical Execu-
tive Dr. Joneigh Khaldun.

“If we do this now, we can make
sure our hospitals and healthcare
workers are prepared to take care
of the sickest people. It is crucial
that people do the right thing by
staying home and staying safe,”
she added.

Executive Order 2020-21 pro-

Please turn to page 11.

Village officials close
all municipal offices

Cass City Village officials closed all municipal buildings to the public
Monday in response to recommendations from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and executive orders issued by Michigan Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer in an effort to limit the spread of novel coronavirus
(COVID-19).

Village Manager Debbie Powell said all subcommittee meetings of
the village council are canceled for March. However, the regularly
scheduled council meeting will be held Monday, March 30, at 7 p.m.

“Staff is working out the details to conduct the meeting in a public but
safe environment in accordance with the governor’s executive order,”
Powell noted. “More information will be forthcoming on the meeting
arrangements.

“Employees will still report to work,” she said. Staff at the municipal
building will be available to take phone calls and emails at
ccvillage@casscity.org from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. If you need to meet with staff, please call and scheduled an ap-
pointment at (989) 872-2911.”

The village police department will continue to staff its operations 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

Powell said utility payments can be mailed to the village of Cass City
at P.O. Box 123, Cass City, MI 48726, or placed in the drop box located
in front of the municipal building, or paid online at the website
WWW.casscity.org.

Powell added there will be no water shut-offs due to non-payment for
the months of March and April.

HOLDING THEIR full-scale model rocket are Deford Dazzlers 4-H
Rocketry Team members (from left) Kian Hoppe, Sam Gordon, Ethan
Thane, Teresa Tomasino, Mia Wright and Jannaeya Thomas. The team
was recently named the second-place winner of this year’s national Bat-
tle of the Rockets competition.

Dazzlers second in the nation in
“battle of rockets” competition

by Tom Montgomery

Editor

You couldn’t blame members of the Deford
Dazzlers 4-H Rocketry Team for the disap-
pointment they feel after putting months of
work into preparing for their first ever ap-
pearance in the Battle of the Rockets compe-
tition in Culpeper, Va., April 17-20, only to
see the event canceled this month.

Organizers of the national competition made
the decision in response to the novel coron-

avirus threat.

Much of the local 4-H rocketeers’ disap-
pointment, however, melted away last week.

“Battle of the rockets (officials) decided to
total the scores for the preliminary design
documents and presentations, as well as the
critical design documents and presentations
for each team (scheduled to compete in the
contest) — also looking at results from each
team’s test launch and rover designs — and
then rank the teams one through sixth,” said

Please turn to page 4.



PAGE TWO

CASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020

-~

WHAT A SURPRISE - Pauline Hulburt recently spent her 100th birth-
day opening 267 birthday cards after her family placed an ad in the
Chronicle asking for our readers to shower her with birthday wishes.
Hulburt celebrated her birthday with her family at Petal N Bean in Cass
City.

McLaren officials recognize Kretzschmer

March 8 was International
Women’s Day, and to recognize
the observance, McLaren Caro
Region officials singled out an

area woman to recognize for mak-
ing a difference in the community.
Brenda Kretzschmer, R.N., was

selected for recognition.
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Here's How It Works:

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzie!
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Kretzschmer is the chief execu-
tive officer of the Tuscola County
Medical Care Community in
Caro. She has served in that role
for three years.

Prior to being named CEO, she
was the director of nursing for 10
years at the Tuscola County Med-
ical Care Community.

Kretzschmer is very active in the
Rotary Club of Caro and has been
on the club’s board of directors for
the last seven years. She currently
serves on the Michigan County
Medical Care Facilities Council as
secretary and is a member of the
Mid-Michigan College Thumb
Advisory Board.

In addition, Kretzschmer, who
lives in Owendale, has also served
on the Owendale-Gagetown
Board of Education for several

years.

17.7 milli n

Adults 1n the U.S.
live with major depression.
You are not alone,

1BHS can help.

Call 989.673.6191 or
L 300.462. 6814

ral Health S
onlhine.com
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- Redhawk Review

by
Taryn Pisarek

Be hopeful when
others are fearful

As everybody knows, COVID-19, or the novel coronavirus, is every-
where you look. There are different statistics in each new article and
the response is ever-changing.

One of these responses that is hitting quite a few students is the closure
of schools statewide. Before going into this shutdown, there was some
talk of how a break would be a great time for everyone to meet with
friends and have fun.

I think we realized pretty quickly that this was not the case, but rather
we would have to be staying away from others as much as possible.

This is an entirely new experience for everyone, and it can be scary if
we let it be.

There are a lot of fears right now. Among seniors at Cass City High
School, we are facing the probability that we will not have our senior
prom, awards night, senior trips and maybe even the graduation cere-
mony that we have spent thirteen years of our lives working towards.

The next few months were supposed to be spent squeezing in as many
memories as we could before venturing off to build our futures.

While we deal with these fears, we are also figuring out how to navi-
gate a new way of learning. Some of the classes are switching over to
online learning as there is no guarantee of a return to school any time
soon. The school has taken many measures to make sure that kids have
access to their work and even meals during the week if they need them.

These actions are helping to ease some of those fears we’re facing,
and it is appreciated. While there are still so many unanswered questions
about this virus, there is one thing for sure; we must have hope.

In uncertain times like these, the strength and unity of our tight-knit
community shines through.

I think the best thing any of us can do is listen to the recommendations
of health professionals and leaders and stay positive. This can help in
any bad situation and remind us to keep the end in mind.

Though we may not see it clearly right now, we will meet better days.
I’m finding, along with a lot of seniors in Cass City and across the coun-
try, that having hope is how we will get through this difficult situation.

Public Notice

for Novesta Township

In the best interests of Public Health/Safety and in keeping with
the guidelines established by the C.D.C., Federal, State, and local
health representatives and their recommendations to restrict
Public Meetings to 10 or less persons.

The meetings scheduled for
March 31, 2020 & April 6, 2020 has been cancelled
we will reschedule the meetings at a later date.

Pennie Rienas,
Novesta Township Clerk

Professional and Business

DIRECTORY
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Anderson, Tuckey, J W/‘
s s

Bernhardt & Doran, P.C. .
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Thomas B. Doran, CPA
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fgg,:sd,ﬁ;,,,’:ﬁg;@egf,;jggg‘, homes, garages, fences & decks
wwwathdopacom N0 JOB T00 SMALL!

Three locations to serve you
-Caro- 715 East Frank St.

Ph. (989) 673-3137 25 years of
-Cass City- 6476 Main St. Suite 1 .
F:h].,(989) 872.3730 N, experience!
-Marlette- 2956 Main St. Very
Ph. (989) 635-7545 Reasonable
Email: cpa@atbdcpa.com
Rates!
CHIROPRACTORS Call 989 392-7355
Yealbh Cove bon Com Fzel INSURANCE

Great Rbemt”

Croile

Chiropractic ' 872-5114

4452.Doer.r RFI' Thumb Insurance
Cass City, Michigan Agency, Inc
(785) 8724247
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O Agents:
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Q 0 Valerie Peters & Andy Gray

6867 Cass City Rd., Cass City, MI 48726
989-872-4351
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4335 Pringle Rd., Snover, Ml 48472

989-872-2884 VETERINARIANS

We carry a full line of windows and doors to

meet eve‘ry need. From premium to economy, ALL PETs
basic to fully customized,
we a::llcle:e :lo i‘lecl;sy?):l;"ﬁd the VETERI NARY CLINlc P.c.
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We also specialize in glass & screen repairs. Susan Hoppe D.V.M.
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Fighting a virus with
truth, transparency

Guest Editorial
by Ken Paulson, director
Free Speech Center
Middle Tennessee State University

As the scope and threat of the coronavirus pandemic
become clear, people all over the world hunger for two
things: an effective vaccine and truthful information
about the disease.

The former may be more than a year away, but the lat-
ter is critical to stemming the pandemic in the meantime.

This is Sunshine Week, a time each year when people
like me write columns about some legislatures’ wrong-
headed move to limit access to public records, and then
try to make the case for greater access to public infor-
mation and transparency in government.

But were facing something far more dangerous than
any state legislature could conjure up. It’s a worldwide
crisis worsened by governments whose impulse is to
hide, control and censor news and information.

When a Chinese doctor shared with his colleagues his
concerns that a mysterious new virus might be emerging,
he was reprimanded and silenced. The doctor, Li Wen-
liang, died last month of coronavirus.

After China mishandled and hid the virus from the pub-
lic, the epidemic dramatically worsened. The Chinese
government ‘‘is now leading a sweeping campaign to
purge the public sphere of dissent, censoring news re-
ports, harassing citizen journalists and shutting down
news sites,” according to the New York Times.

Similar suppression has appeared in other nations, ac-
cording to the Committee to Protect journalists.

In Thailand, the prime minister has threatened to arrest
Jjournalists who publish ‘‘fake news” about the virus, and
Iran detained a journalist for posts critical of the gov-
ernment s response.

But even a democracy is going to be tempted to manage
the messaging, as the United States did by initially chan-
neling the government’s comments through a single
spokesman — Vice President Mike Pence. That has im-
proved significantly in recent days.

When the public is desperate for information, govern-
ment needs to maximize authoritative information from
scientists and experts on the public payroll. That appro-
priately gives Americans what they need to know, and
counters irresponsible pundits who have sought to min-
imize the threat to score political or ratings points.

Most encouraging, though, has been the response of
state and local governments, schools and the private sec-
tor.

Governments at every level resist disclosure and
scrutiny, but this has been a refreshing change, with
leaders saying: “Heres what we need to do, here'’s why
we re doing it and here's how you can find out more.”

Sports leagues and private businesses, not known for
transparency, have been refreshingly transparent, too.
How many emails have you received this week that
began, “Out of an abundance of caution...”?

There are a lot of institutions making tough decisions
these days, but they re largely doing it in partnership
with the American people.

More than anything, else, though, this crisis reminds
us of how wise the first generation of Americans was in
demanding a free press. Despite the inevitable accusa-

Please turn to page 5.

CASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020

PAGE THREE

Drier Humor

by Mary Drier

Can the sky really fall down?

With everything that has been in the news
lately, all I can do is think of the story, Chicken
Little.

It is a European folklore story about Henny
Penny, who is also called Chicken Little. It is
about a terrified little chicken convinced that the
sky is falling and that life as he knows it is about
to end because an acorn hit him on the head.

I am not making fun of the situation with the
COVID-19 outbreak; this is very real and it is
very scary. I’'m worried and I’m taking precau-
tions to stay safe.

In my more than 60 years on this earth, [ have
never seen anything like it, but other generations
before have in one way or another. There have
been other pandemics and crisis situations.

Throughout history, infectious diseases spread
as humans traveled about.

From 1347 to 1351, the Bubonic Plague killed
200 million people. In 1520, smallpox killed 56
million, the Spanish flu killed 40 million to 50
million in 1918 and 1919, and there have been
other diseases over the years that have claimed
many lives.

So far, HIV-AIDS has killed 25 million to 35
million people since 1981.

And, wars have also killed billions of people
since man started walking the earth.

The point is, there have been hard times, but
there are ways to survive.

Most of the generations that are around today
have no idea how to deal with tough times or go
without in this era of instant gratification.

During World War 11, there were many short-
ages; goods were rationed.

Back then, people learned to grow victory gar-
dens to have fresh vegetables and for canning.

Several years ago, I covered a story at a school
that had children planting a small garden and
harvesting what they grew. The children were
amazed that such a thing could be done, and
even some of the parents who were on hand to
help were rather baffled about how to plant a
garden.

And, I’m old enough to remember back when
outhouses had a real use instead of just being
decorations for flower gardens. They were not
pleasant or fun to use, but they served their pur-
pose.

While we had toilet paper in ours, there were
others who really did use the pages from Sears
and Montgomery Ward catalogs to get that job
done because it was free paper.

There were many tough years in times past. I’'m
sure there will be tough times ahead before all
of this is finally over.

The world as we knew it before COVID-19
might never be the same again.

At least today, there are many, many resources
that outline survival techniques and methods.

a D\
Have a concern? A complaint?
Just want to voice your opinion?

The Cass City Chronicle
welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes

@or a raffle. 4
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What they outline is not what we are used to,
but they are ways to adapt and overcome.
Anyway, the moral of the Chicken Little story
is to have courage when it feels like the sky is
falling. And to have courage even if it is.

Rabbit Tracks

by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Rob Sangster at Revive Ministries in Cass City
asked us to pass on this note to the community:

“Revive thrift store is closed during this time,
(but) we are still accepting donations, and we will
continue to distribute food as available,” he said.
“Please watch Revive’s Facebook page (Revive
Ministries) for updated times.”
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Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent announced
over the weekend that it’s once again time to start
thinking about being prepared for severe weather.
And he added a special twist involving activities
for area youngsters.

The week of March 22 through March 28 is Se-
vere Weather Awareness Week.

“On Wednesday, March 25, at 1 p.m. is the
statewide tornado drill that Tuscola County will
be participating in again this year,” Skrent said.

“Because of the unique situation facing our state
and our county, we are going to try something dif-
ferent to keep parents and your kids occupied and
have some fun with learning about weather. Each
day of the upcoming week there will be a new
topic, to coincide with that topic, we will have
some fun activities for parents to do with their
children,” he explained.

Details were still being ironed out at press time.
Residents can learn more by visiting the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Department Facebook page.

As for Severe Weather Awareness Week:

Severe Weather can strike at any time, so it’s im-
portant for everyone to be prepared to act when
the sirens sound and/or alerts are issued. The
statewide tornado drill is an excellent opportunity
for Michigan families, schools and businesses to
practice their emergency plans and enhance their
readiness for a real severe weather event.

More information is available on the website
www.michigan.gov/miready
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We know there’s been a steady stream of “clo-
sure” information and messaging about self-iso-
lating to slow the spread of COVID-19. It’s true,
we are in uncharted territory, and such steps are
critical in protecting Michigan residents from
coronavirus risk. Safeguarding mental health is
just as important, and spending time outdoors —
whether in your backyard, on your balcony or in
big, open spaces — can boost mind, body and
spirit.

Although the public contact areas (restroom
buildings, shooting ranges, visitor centers) at
many DNR-managed facilities are temporarily
closed, people are still welcome to enjoy the pub-
lic outdoor areas at state parks and recreation
areas, state game and wildlife areas, state forests,
state trails and, of course, our lakes, rivers and
streams. For the duration of the COVID-19 situ-
ation, we’re waiving the need for the Recreation
Passport for entry at state parks and other desti-
nations.

Whether you want to hike or bike a new trail,
scout your next hunt, paddle the open water or
find a favorite fishing spot ... Michigan’s out-
doors are here. Explore things to do on our web-
site for inspiration; check out our YouTube
channel for how-to videos; and get hunting and
fishing licenses at our new license system web-
site. Closer to home, you could soak up some sun
on the back deck, walk around the block or jog
the nearest local trail.

No matter how you enjoy the outdoors, we urge
you to practice effective “social distancing” and
other measures to help stop the spread of the
coronavirus and keep you, your family and your
community safe:

* Go out only if you’re feeling healthy.

* Stay at least 6 feet away from others when in a
public setting, including the outdoors.

* Wash hands often with soap and warm water for
20 seconds. If those aren’t available, use a hand
sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol.

* Minimize UV sun exposure by properly apply-
ing a broad-spectrum sunscreen with a sun pro-
tection factor of 15 or higher.

* When driving, keep windows slightly open to
provide air flow.

Thanks for doing your part to protect the health
and safety of Michigan residents! Before you
head outdoors, be sure to check the latest on fa-
cilities and state COVID-19 recommendations.
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CALENDAR EVENTS

Deadline for submitting items in the calendar is the Friday noon
before publication. Please send calendar items to:
Cass City Chronicle P.O. Box 115, Cass City MI 48726
Phone: (989)872-2010 Fax: (989)872-3810 chronicle@ccchronicle.net

Wednesday, March 25

*Spoonfuls of Plenty Free Community Meal, 3:30-6 p.m., Human Develop-
ment Commission at 429 Montague Ave., Caro. Open to anyone wanting a
hot, home-style meal.

*Owen-Gage School Board meeting, 7 p.m.

eHuron County Alzheimer’s and Family Caregiver Support Group, Huron
Behavioral Health, Bad Axe. For more information, contact Rhonda Quinn
at (989) 269-9293.

*Sanilac County Alzheimer’s and Family Caregiver Support Group, Sanilac
County Medical Care Facility. Noon to 2 p.m. For more information, contact
Merry at (989) 673-4121.

Thursday, March 26

*AA meeting, 7-8 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City. For more
information, call (989) 553-5932.

Saturday, March 28

*Al-Anon meeting, 11 a.m., Cakima Serenity Home, Mayville. Call 989-912-
5478 for more information.

Sunday, March 29

*Thumb Area Companions, 3 p.m., hosted by Dawn Woidan at 6048 Delong
Rd., Deford. Social support group that strives to benefit from social contact
with others experiencing grief/loss.

Monday, March 30

*Alcoholics Anonymous, “Monday at a Time,” 8 p.m., Parkside Cafe, 2031
Main St., Ubly. For more information, call Angela R. at (989) 658-2319.
*AA meeting, 7-8 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City. For more
information, call (989) 553-5932.

Tuesday, March 31

*Crafty Ladies Group, 1-4 p.m., Common Grounds (next to Revive). Bring a
crafting project to work on. Call 989-551-7803 for more information.

*AA Meeting, 7-8 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 4960 N. Argyle Rd. (Meeting will
be held in the hall next to the little stone church.)

*Al-Anon meeting, 7 p.m., Cakima Serenity Home, Mayville. Call 989-912-
5478 for more information.

Shouldn't a
memorial
reflect the

beauty of life?

VELMA weenes G, THOMAS
MAR. 8. 1915 s MAY 23, 1913
" JAN. 2. 2000

Our monuments combine the finest granites in an assortment of colors,

exquisite craftsmanship and gracious design to express the sentiment
and joys of life.

Come talk to us. We are people you alrcady know and trust. We'll help
you select a memorial to be cherished.

Place marker orders before
April 23, 2020
Jer FUNERAL HOME
Memorial Day delivery.  Depra L. Kranz, Manager/Director
(earlier for special orders) 6850 Main Street, Cass City
989-872-2195 or 989-683-2210

Special Meeting Notice
Greenleaf Township
Zoning Board of Appeals

Address: 6435 Bay City Forestville Road, Cass City, Ml 48726
Meeting Date: April 2nd, 2020
Meeting Time: 7:00 p.m.

Meeting Location: Greenleaf Township Hall

Purpose(s) of Meeting: Robert Delong is seeking
variance approval to add onto an existing
non-conforming structure. Porch on the east side
will be remodeled and added on to wrap around
the south side of the house. Property located at:
8673 Hadley Rd. Cass City, Ml 48726.
Parcel No.: 130-004-300-020-00

This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act,
Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 41.72a(2)(3)) and the
Americans With Disabilities Act.

The Greenleaf Township Board will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired
and audio recordings of printed materials being considered at the
meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting or public hearing
upon 10 days notice to the Greenleaf Township Board. Individuals with
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the
Township Board by writing or calling the following: Judy Keller,

Township Clerk P.O. Box 135, Cass City, M| 48726

Written comments may be mailed to the Township Clerk, P.O. Box 135,
Cass City, M1 48726.

Posted on: March 10, 2020 Judy Keller

Greenleaf Township Clerk

A copy of this notice is on file in the Clerk’s Office, located at
6435 Bay City Forestville Road, Cass City, Ml 48726.
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Sheriff: scammers out in force
as residents face virus fears

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

While addressing the challenge
of a pandemic has brought out the
best in some people, it’s also
brought out the worst in others,
county and state officials say.

“Even with the threat of the
virus, scammers are still out there
preying on citizens,” Tuscola
County Sheriff Glen Skrent re-
ported Thursday.

“Yesterday someone in our
county was bilked out of money
from an online loan company,”
Skrent said. “Use caution, as al-
ways, dealing with online and
phone call solicitors. Other states
are reporting scammers pretend-
ing to be the Red Cross (represen-
tatives), saying they can provide
at-home Covid-19 tests. Always
verify.”

Michigan Attorney General Dana
Nessel, meanwhile, issued a state-
ment the same day, that scammers
are “spoofing” phone numbers of
at least one Michigan public

health department and calling res-
idents to offer medication while
asking for their Medicaid and
Medicare numbers for billing pur-
poses.

The resulting calls to the local
health department are jamming up
phone lines and delaying official
business in responding to the
novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-
19).

“Scammers will not hesitate to
gain access to your private infor-
mation, and false promises of
medications will not be fulfilled,”
Nessel said. “As a result of this
scam, the number of calls to local
public health departments are also
hindering their ability to respond
to the current COVID-19 pan-
demic. Never provide any per-
sonal information over the phone
unless you have first independ-
ently confirmed who you are talk-
ing to.”

To seem more official to prospec-
tive victims, scammers often use
a process known as spoofing — in
which a call appears to be coming

from a legitimate government
phone number. The caller may
also sound professional and be
very persuasive.

“Anyone who receives a phone
call they suspect to be a scam
should hang up the phone. No one
should give out personal informa-
tion to an unsolicited caller,” Nes-
sel said.

“Residents should also be aware
of online coronavirus scams sell-
ing bogus products and providing
false information on COVID-19
tests and treatments,” she added.
“These attempts to obtain the per-
sonal information of consumers
may include emails or online
posts pitching unreliable products,
advice, fake tests and cures to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19.”

Anyone wishing to report a po-
tential scam, price-gouging and
any other violation of the Michi-
gan Consumer Protection Act can
do so by filing a complaint with
the attorney general’s consumer
protection team online, or by call-
ing (877) 765-8388.

Dazzlers second place in “battle of rockets”

Continued from page one.

Patricia Hansen, who along with
her husband, Mark, serve as men-
tors of the Deford Dazzlers.

“Deford Dazzlers came in sec-
ond place in the nation out of
about 60 teams that began the
competition!”

The Dazzlers finished behind the
first-place team from Rensseslaer
Polytechnic Institution — an engi-
neering university in New York,
and in front of the third-place
team from the New York Univer-
sity Tandon School of Engineer-
ing, Hansen noted.

“I just want everyone to under-
stand that this second-place finish
is huge, absolutely huge in terms
of accomplishments. One of our
rover robotics payload specialists
is only in eighth grade.

“We are thrilled for them. Their
plaques are being engraved so it
will be a few weeks before their
official recognition arrives,”
Hansen said.

“In the midst of all the crazy out
there, it is so nice to have good
news, absolutely stupendous
news,” she added. “We are happy
for the kids that they have some-
thing positive to end the year on,
and know that they did so well.

“We will still be taking them,
when restrictions are lifted, to
Muskegon in the late summer to
launch the rocket and rover, and
complete the rover mission in real
time, not just hypothetically. It
should be really good. Their
launch and deployment was ab-
solutely excellent at their test
launch, and they got bonus points
for having estimated in those wind
conditions, the altitude of the
rocket, and drift of the rover
within 30 feet of accuracy, which
is the kind of accomplishment that
makes NASA sit up and take no-
tice.”

Members of the Deford Dazzlers
4-H Rocketry Team are Captain
Mia Tomasino, 17, of Caro; Sam
Gordon, 16, Snover, co-captain;
Mia Wright, 16, Cass City, safety
officer; Kian Hoppe, 13, Cass
City, rover/robotics specialist;
Jannaeya Thomas, 15, Cass City,
vehicle specialist; and Ethan
Thane, 16, Caro, propulsion spe-

cialist.

The Dazzlers, which celebrated
a second-place finish in the Team
America Rocketry Challenge
(TARC) National Finals just four
years ago, was among a host of
high school, 4-H and scout teams
— along with about 30 university
teams — scheduled to compete in
person during Battle of the Rock-
ets.

Members of the Deford contin-
gent spent months preparing,
planning and building a rocket
measuring 109 inches in height
and 7.65 inches in diameter that
houses a team-designed and con-
structed robotic Mars Rover. The
rover had to be designed to deploy
from the rocket prior to touch
down, and then execute a series of
commands.

“There (is) a secondary ejection
charge that separates the nose
cone with its chute which (pulls)
the rover out of the payload tube.
If the chutes do not tangle, then
the rover and nose cone land sep-
arate of the rocket,” Hansen ex-
plained. “The first command
(releases) the parachute so the
rover can then drive away from
the recovery harness.”

When launched, the rocket,
weighing in at about 24 pounds
with its engine, can reach a maxi-
mum height of 1,300 feet before

the main chute deploys, according
to Mark Hansen, who said the
rocket is capable of accelerating to
a speed equal to about one-third of
Mach, or roughly 254 miles per
hour. He estimated that by the
time the rocket clears the 12-foot
launch stand/pad during take-off,
it has already attained a speed of
55 miles per hour.

Mark said the rocket’s secondary
charge fires at an altitude of 250
feet, releasing the land rover,
which drifts down under its own
parachute. After landing, it sheds
its parachute harness and travels
about 36 inches. Both of those ac-
tions were pre-programmed by the
students, who will then manually
control the vehicle as it takes a
photo and collects a soil sample.

The team last month completed
what the Hansens described as “an
amazing test launch” of its full-
scale nine-foot-tall competition
rocket at Michiana Rocketry in
Three Oaks.

“The rocket achieved 1,277 feet
in altitude, performed perfectly
with an as-planned and engineer-
ing deployment of the (land) rover
and nose cone,” Patricia said.
“Every single component worked
as designed, and as it turns out
their (team members’) math and
theory was 100 percent accurate.”

Loans designed to aid businesses

Continued from page one.

nities and entrepreneurs around the state impacted by coronavirus.”
The EIDL designation means that Michigan small businesses, small
agricultural cooperatives, and non-profit organizations that have suf-
fered substantial economic losses as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak
will now have the ability to apply for low-interest loans as part of $1
billion in funding made available to the SBA by Congress earlier this

month.

“These SBA loans will provide critical capital for businesses facing a
temporary loss of revenue as a result of coronavirus,” said Mark Burton,
CEO of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.

“We are working closely with the Michigan SBDC and small business
organizations around the state to ensure we can overcome the significant
challenges coronavirus presents and protect the livelihoods businesses

throughout the state provide.”

Applications for disaster loan assistance are available at https://disas-
terloan.sba.gov/ela/. Businesses looking for more information on how
to apply for an SBA EIDL loan or whether it is something they should

consider are encouraged
michiganbusiness.org/covid19.

to visit the website

“Making Economic Injury Disaster Loans available in Michigan is the
first step in helping small businesses recover,” said J.D. Collins, State
Director of the Michigan SBDC. “Our team is ready and available to
help businesses evaluate this loan program and access support for their
long-term success.”

Last week’s EIDL declaration adds to the growing number of resources
m . - available to small businesses in Michigan negatively impacted by
- COVID-19, including the Michigan Small Business Relief Program,
authorized by the Michigan Strategic Fund, which will provide more
than $20 million in grants and loans to support businesses facing drastic
reductions in cash flow and the continued support of their workforce.

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation’s (MEDC) call
center stands ready to support businesses with questions about assis-
tance available to small business through existing state programs by
calling 888-522-0103.

The Michigan Small Business Development Center can also provide
resources for small businesses impacted by COVID-19. Visit their web-
site https://sbdcmichigan.org/small-business-covid19/ for additional in-
formation.
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Reporter’s notebook

Look for (and
thank) helpers

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I've always been amazed at the work my wife, Deb, tackles day in and day out
as a registered nurse specializing in dialysis care.

I have no idea how anyone can handle that sort of work — I don't even watch
when I'm having blood drawn.

For Deb, nursing is far more than a job; she has a heart for helping others.
She’s no stranger to picking up an extra shift or coming home 18 or more hours
after she left the house for what was supposed to be a 10-hour day.

1 appreciate that, but her devotion and job title have me feeling uneasy these
days, giving how quickly and drastically all of our lives have been changed by
the novel coronavirus.

Frankly, sending her off in the morning to this hospital or that hospital is a little
scary right now.

But I'm proud of what she does, just as I appreciate all nurses, who along with
doctors, technicians, reception staff, custodians — everyone working in our hos-
pitals and clinics — are on the frontlines of this healthcare crisis, putting others
first.

That's the sort of dedication we should all take a moment and think about in a
time like this. And while we’re at it, consider local police officers, sheriff’s
deputies and state police troopers; ambulance crew members, and fire fighters,
most of whom are asked to respond to emergencies without the personal protec-
tion gear healthcare workers are used to having at their disposal.

You can lump into that same group the truck drivers who deliver food, grocery
store employees and pharmacy workers, electricians, plumbers, heating contrac-
tors, etc. And the list goes on.

How about the Cass City Public Schools Food Service staff, bus drivers and
other volunteers who didn t hesitate to gather in an effort to make sure hundreds
of local students don t go without school breakfasts and lunches, in spite of school
being shut down?

You don t have to look far to see equally dedicated folks launching the same ini-
tiatives in neighboring school districts.

You can also depend on countless other examples of sacrifice and giving un-
Jolding in communities throughout the Thumb.

Somehow, in spite of the fear and anxiety a pandemic is naturally going to cre-
ate, just knowing there are so many people out there looking out for the rest of us
is comforting. It reminds us that we re not alone and, while the days may be long
and uncertain, we will get through them.

Hopefully, it will also serve as a reminder that we can all make a difference,
however small, if we reach out with whatever skills or goods we may have to
share.

I'm reminded of Fred Rogers, who left us with a simple but powerful message
for parents trying to reassure inquisitive children in the face of frightening events
in the news.

Rogers, the gentle and genial television host who for more than 30 years deliv-
ered lessons on love, kindness, and friendship to children on the Public Broad-
casting Service (PBS) program Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, shared a story
about when he was a boy and would see scary things on the news.

“My mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people
who are helping,”” he said. “To this day, especially in times of disaster, I remem-
ber my mother s words, and I am always comforted by realizing that there are
still so many helpers — so many caring people in this world.”

In Our

OPINION..

Fighting virus with transparency

Continued from page three.

tions by some that the news media were “hyping” this
threat, traditional media have been measured and thor-
ough in their coverage, making the most of their on-air
medical and scientific consultants.

Closer to home, local newspapers and broadcasters
have devoted extensive resources to reporting how the
virus will affect the communities they serve.

President Trump told the nation that “we are all in this
together” and thats exactly what needs to happen: the
government sharing what it knows truthfully and without
spin or bravado, private and public institutions engag-
ing constructively with America's most pressing chal-
lenge and news organizations keeping the public
informed in a thorough and even-handed way.

In the end, science will prevail in curbing this virus. Yet
the path to that victory can only emerge from true col-
laboration and collective sacrifice, fueled by a shared
understanding of exactly what we 're up against.

That can only come from the free flow of information.

Let us spoil your parent!
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Retirement Home/AFC
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Respite Care Options

(989) 665-2493 '
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Gagetown

Call today for more information.
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Down Memory Lane
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by Tina Pallas

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

When two upcoming leaders join
a community bank on the same
day, some amazing history can
take place, with plenty of laughs,
some tears, and a tremendous
amount of work along the way en-
route to growing a local commu-
nity bank franchise into a
successful, vibrant partner in the
communities it serves. Now, one of
those leaders is retiring while the
other stays at the helm. Jay Dubey,
president and CEO of Thumb Na-
tional Bank and Trust Co., recently
announced the retirement of Cass
City’s Curtis “Curt” Strickland. It
was Aug. 15, 1978 when Strick-
land and Dubey joined Thumb Na-
tional Bank and Trust Co. Today,
Dubey is president and CEO and
Strickland is retiring from his du-
ties as chief operating officer and
chief credit risk officer

There are high expectations sur-
rounding Mason Erla as he enters
his junior season on the Cass City
baseball team. The third year slug-
ger with a golden arm earned
Greater Thumb West all-confer-
ence, all-regional and all-state hon-
ors last year when he batted for a
.500 average and .579 on base per-
centage. His offensive stats in
2014 included 3 home runs, 5
triples, 8 doubles and 31 singles.
Erla fanned just 9 times in 119
plate appearances. Erla was
equally impressive on the mound
as a sophomore and his fast ball —
nearly 90 MPH - has drawn the at-
tention of Michigan State Univer-
sity, where the 6’ 5” flame thrower
verbally committed to attend this
fall.

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

Evidently, the apples didn’t fall
far from the family trees of the
2010 Cass City Citizen of the Year
and Junior Citizen of the Year
award winners. Richard Little and
Emily Martin headlined Saturday’s
Chamber of Commerce Annual
Community Dinner celebration,
held at Northwood Meadows,
where the pair received what are
generally considered the village’s
most prestigious annual honors. A
long and tireless record of public
service earned Little this year’s cit-
izen of the year tribute, while the
same holds true for Cass City High
School senior Martin who was
tapped as the junior citizen of the
year for 2010.

Cass City High School officials
have named the top graduates of
the Class of 2010. Emily Martin is
the valedictorian, while Jacob Bal-
lard earned the title of salutatorian
this year. Martin, who achieved a
grade point average of 4.062, is the
daughter of Ken and Roselyn Mar-
tin, Cass City.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

Stacey A. Klinkman, a freshman
at Michigan Technological Univer-
sity, was named to the dean’s list
for the winter quarter. Students
must maintain a 3.5 or better grade
point average to be listed.

Kevin D. Smith of Decker has re-
ceived a 1994-1995 Dr. Dorothy
M. Ross Scholarship from the Au-
tomotive Hall of Fame. Smith, cur-
rently enrolled at Central Michigan
University, Mt. Pleasant, where he
is majoring in physics and electri-
cal engineering, received the $250
scholarship based on his outstand-
ing academic achievement and
work experience.

35 YEARS AGO (1985)

Cass City Intermediate School
Principal Robert Stickle congratu-
lates sixth grade student Kelley
Champagne on winning first place
at a regional spelling bee held last
Wednesday in Lapeer. Champagne
defeated 16 fifth, sixth, seventh
and eighth grade students from
schools in the four county area
who participated in the competi-
tion. The spelling bee was spon-
sored by the Detroit News and
Lawrence Institute of Technology.
Champagne will participate in a
statewide spelling bee to be held at
Lawrence Institute of Technology,
Detroit.

Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher, Sr.
were Sunday evening guests in the
Don Finkbeiner home for cake and
ice cream to celebrate the 21st
birthday of Jon Finkbeiner. Mr.
and Mrs. Fisher and Mrs. Clark
Helwig were guests in the
Finkbeiner home March 15 when
the birthday of Judy Finkbeiner
was celebrated.

40 YEARS AGO (1980)

For the first time in the 18-year
history of the Cass City Chamber
of Commerce Citizen of the Year
program, two persons received the
honor Saturday evening, Esther
McCullough and Delbert E. Raw-
son, DOS. Ken Martin was named
Junior Citizen of the Year. The
1979 Citizen of the Year, Bill
Kritzman, presented the honor at
the chamber banquet at the Colony
House. Mrs. McCullough came to
Cass City from Illinois in 1927.
She taught school here three years
and two years elsewhere.

Airman Robert L. Drake Jr., son
of Beatress D. Sosynksi of Sault
Ste. Marie, has graduated from the
U.S. Air Force fuel specialist
course at Chanute Air Force Base,
Rantoul, 111. Drake learned proce-
dures for receiving, storing and is-
suing petroleum products. He is
being assigned to Wurtsmith Air
Force Base, Oscoda. His wife,
Carol, is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Gilmore.

50 YEARS AGO (1970)

The Eckenswiller garage and gas
station in Argyle is the oldest in the
community and has been run by
the family for over 50 years now.
And even though Argyle is far
from booming these days, it ap-
pears that the business will remain
in the family and it is not unlikely
that the diamond anniversary of the
business will be celebrated with an
Eckenswiller at the helm. It’s not
that the present owner, Clarence
Eckenswiller, 44, is so wrapped up
in the business that he would re-
main at all costs, but at 44, the
chances of making a change for the
better are harder than they would
be at 25.

Joe Hillaker capped a top year
as the top Cass City High School
basketball player by earning selec-
tion on the 1970 Thumb B All
Conference first team. The players
are selected by a vote of the
coaches with each coach rating 10
players with numbers one through
10. No coach can vote for mem-
bers of his own team. Mike Piesko
of Frankenmuth led the way with
69 of a possible 70 points. He re-
ceived the top rating from all
coaches except Marlette which
gave the top rating to his team-
mate, Rick List. List, Piesko and
Bruce Bublitz were repeaters to the
dream team. Rounding out the
starting five was Lloyd Schinnerer,
the slick ball handling, top shoot-
ing sophomore from Bad Axe.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)

Mrs. Vera Harrison of Cass City
was naturally greatly disappointed
in not hearing the broadcast mes-
sage of her son, Pfc. Wm. Harri-
son, from a German prison camp
on Friday, Mar. 23, but she was
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greatly gratified and pleased with
the messages she received from
those who did hear it and feared
she had missed the broadcast. Up
to Tuesday noon, she had received
24 messages from as many persons
in 10 different states informing her
of the prisoner’s message. The
message read: “Dear Mother,
Doing fine—hope all at home well.
No letters yet, expect one soon.
How are the children? Has Tommy
started school? Your loving son,
Wm. Harrison, Pfc., 077027 Stg-
7A.” Pfc. Harrison has been con-
fined in a German prison camp
since Oct. 4, 1944.

Pfc, Robert Tebedo, recently on
furlough from the Hines General
hospital, is the son of Mrs. John
Tebedo of Gagetown. He has been
in the service of Uncle Sam for
three years, two and a half of
which have been spent overseas.
He was with one of the first con-
voys to leave the States and landed
in Iceland which he refers to as
“the rock.” He remained in Iceland
for over a year and a half and then
was transferred to England. This
he referred to as “Paradise.” He
was in England for a brief time and
then in Ireland for eight months be-
fore joining General Patton’s Third
Army. While serving with this
army he received wounds from a
piece of shrapnel and was taken to
England by plane just prior to D-
Day. He has been awarded the Pur-
ple Heart and is now looking
forward to a happy future in the
good old U.S.A.

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

At the silver medal contest which
the W.C.T.U. held at the Evangeli-
cal church Monday evening, the
contestants were Helen Hower,
Ernest Goodall, Eva Cole and
Ethel Wager, the last mentioned re-
ceiving the medal. The judging
was very close, for all the contest-
ants spoke exceptionally well.
There was a good attendance and a
fine program consisting of musical
numbers and recitations was given,
each participant responding to an
encore. The offering amounted to
about $10.

Chas. E. Patterson, who recently
sold his interest in the implement
business of Striffler & Patterson,
was not long in getting lonesome
outside of business circles and just
this week completed a deal
whereby he became the sole owner
of the general merchandise stock
of Wood & Ewing in the Cement
Block. Mr. Patterson took posses-
sion of the store Saturday morning.
Chas. Ewing had been interested in
the store less than a month when
the stock was sold. L. H. Wood,
who owned the business for sev-
eral years, will devote his entire
time to the egg business.

PUBLIC NOTICE
for Elkland Township

In the best interests of Public Health/Safety and in keeping
with the guidelines established by the C.D.C., Federal, State,
and local health representatives and their recommendations
to restrict Public Meetings to 10 or less persons.

The Elkland Township Planning Commission is postponing
the March 26, 2020 Public Hearing on Gentner LLC, Special
Land Use Permit application until a later date.

John Tilt-Chairperson

Elkland Township Planning Commission

NOVESTA TOWNSHIP NOTICE

Novesta Township Cemetery
Reminder to please remove all
winter decorations and grave blankets
by April 1st.

Not responsible for decorations
left on site.

Graves must remain clear until May 1st.

Pennie Rienas
Novesta Twp Clerk
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Schools face much uncertainty

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Everyone is grappling with the
unprecedented changes the spread
of the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) has brought, disrupting every-
day life, including the lives of
youngsters who are used to spend-
ing their days in classrooms.

Some area school officials say
they weren’t completely caught off
guard, although they are struggling
with the issue of how to address
their mission these days with
school doors closed across the
state.

“I believe we have done a good
job preparing ahead (for illness)
under the circumstances. We had
been hit hard with the flu viruses
this year and began extra cleaning
regimens early on,” said Owen-
Gage School Supt. Terri Falken-
berg. “We know a lot of viruses
get spread through the children at
school.

“We are not only trying to protect
them, but those they come in con-
tact with. Time will tell how bad
the situation really gets.”

As the 2019-20 school year
started, officials in the Kingston
School District were facing a dif-
ferent health concern.

“This year we have dealt with an
Eastern Equine Encephalitis scare
to start off the year, and now two

weeks off for the coronavirus. I
know there is nothing that we can
do about it, but it is frustrating,”
Kingston Supt. Matt Drake com-
mented.

“I am also disappointed for our
students and staff that are going to
miss out on school, sports, clubs
and other activities that are so im-
portant to everyone.”

Before the total shutdown of
schools, Owen-Gage staff mem-
bers started preparing.

“We had arranged to be able to
function administratively from
home. The teaching staff and sup-
port staff put together work pack-
ets and a culmination of activities
for students to work on while we
are off,” Falkenberg said. “They
will remain available via email to
those that need assistance. We
have others who will work online
in some classes.”

When the order came down to
close schools, the district went the
extra mile to make sure students
were prepared as well — bus driv-
ers volunteered to stop at homes of
children that were not in school
that day to hand deliver home-
work.

Although the doors to the school
are locked and will remain so until
at least April 5, efforts are being
made to provide educational in-
struction.

However, the district does not

Ubly FFA members shine
at annual state convention

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Nearly 50 Ubly Community School students represented their district
well at the 92nd annual Michigan FFA State Convention earlier this
month.

“Our chapter had multiple members and teams receive awards, partic-
ipate in band, chorus and talent, and we were led at the convention by
the 2019-20 state president, our own Haili Gusa,” said Ubly Supt. Joe
Candela, who noted about 47 Ubly students attended the event.

According to Candela, Grant Geiger was named the 2020 State Star
Farmer and recipient of the Baker Memorial Scholarship, while
Danielle Umbreit was a State Star Finalist in Agricultural Placement.

Ubly earned 19 state degrees: Silver Degrees were presented to Han-
nah Schroeder and Rachel Leppek, and Gold Degrees were presented
to Jaiden Schulte, Danielle Umbreit and Grant Geiger.

In the State Proficiency Awards, Grant Geiger was named the state
winner for Specialty Crop Production.

Ubly FFA members earned an additional seven gold proficiencies, two
silver proficiencies and two bronze proficiencies in various areas. They
included Jaiden Schulte, Jazmyn Warchuck, Danielle Umbreit, Grant
Geiger and Adam Weber.

Students with state winning and gold proficiencies earned prize money
totaling $950.

Ubly was also earned a Gold Rated National Chapter Award and was
the top “Tons of Tabs” contributor. Tons of Tabs is a state service project
in which each chapter is asked to bring as many can tabs as possible
for the Ronald McDonald House Charities. Ubly took 234 pounds of
tabs to the convention.

In addition, nine members were recognized with Academic Excellence
Awards, including Shelby Messing, Sierra Walker, Nolan VanErp,
Jaiden Schulte, Abigail Sorsenson, Danielle Tschirhart, Ellie Peruski,
Grant Geiger and Rachel Leppek.

Ubly had one Outstanding Junior award recipient, Nolan VanErp.

Three students qualified to participate in the Arthur Berkey State Sci-
ence Fair. Bryce Essenmacher earned a Silver, Jesse Travis a Bronze,
and Isaac Warczinsky received a participation medal.

Two members tried out for the State Talent Show and both — Lindsey
Guza and Bryce Essenmacher — earned a spot to perform on stage.

Bryce Essenmacher and Abigail Guza, meanwhile, both participated
in the State FFA Band, and JaCie Tyrrell sang in the state chorus.

In leadership contests, Maze Gusa was named the state champion in
Greenhand Public Speaking, and Utah Gusa earned fourth place Gold
in Creed Speaking.

The Ubly Junior High Conduct of Meetings Team earned a Gold rating.
Team members were Makaila Cantrell, Caiden Parker, Mitchell Foote,
Jaxson Susalla, Austin Gentner, Morgan Schulte, Emily Greyerbiehl,
Luke Volmering and Miranda Smigielski.

The Greenhand Conduct of Meetings team earned a Bronze award.
Team members were Carly Guza, Anthony McCarty, Jalyn Kolar,
Christopher Oswald, Mark Heilig, Cameron Ferris, Alyson Jones,
Caden Osantowski and Alex Flemming.

Finally, the Parliamentary Procedure team earned a Silver award. Team
members were Isle Roggenbuck, Rachel Leppek, Bryce Essenmacher,
Hannah Schroeder, JaCie Tyrrell and Alex Susalla.

ELKLAND TOWNSHIP CEMETERY
Rules and Regulations

Planting, of trees or shrubs is prohibited unless
permission is given by sexton.

No decorative stones around markers or monuments.
One arrangement per grave site.
All flowers must be in containers.

All glass jars or bottles used for arrangements are pro-
hibited.

Monuments and markers are to be installed by sexton.

All lots will be cleaned off on April 1st, and remain clean
until May 1st.

The township shall not be financially responsible for
damage to flowers, shrubs, lots, stones, objects or
articles removed from any grave in this cemetery.

Elkland Township Board
Effective Since: April 12, 1946

have a distance learning system in
place.

“We do have many students who
have online courses,” Falkenberg
said, noting the district will ex-
plore options if the shutdown is
extended. “We will do what is nec-
essary to provide our students an
education, whether they report to
the building or not.”

In the Kingston Community
Schools, every student has a
Chromebook.

“But, we do not have consistent
internet connectivity in our com-
munity, district, our county, or in
the Thumb in general,” Drake
said. “We cannot realistically ex-
pect all of our students to partici-
pate in online learning at this
time.”

Drake, who added the district
does have some students who are
enrolled in virtual/online classes,
is taking the situation in stride.

“Life is full of happy times and
disappointments. I guess [ will say
this, too, shall pass,” he said. “We
will remain positive and support
our students, families and commu-
nity to the best of our abilities.

Several Internet websites offer
educational offerings and tutorials,
but it’s unclear how local efforts to
continue educating students will
mesh with state requirements.

Existing state law and the goal of
ensuring equitable education ac-
cess for all students prompted the
Michigan Department of Educa-
tion (MDE) to notify local school
districts that distance learning
strategies in individual schools
and districts will not be counted as
official student instructional time
during the COVID-19 school clo-
sure.

“State law limits us in this situa-
tion — not for an individual child in
an individual cyber school or an
individual virtual course offering,
but for children across the state,
many of whom have no computers
at home, no connectivity, and no
adults to monitor their learning
and/or technology,” said State Su-
perintendent Dr. Michael Rice.

“The state legislature should
change state law to permit days
out of school, (during) this public
health emergency, to be counted as
instructional days.”

Currently, state law requires
schools to have 75 percent student
attendance each day in order for a
district to receive full state funding
for that day. However, attendance
is impossible to determine and
verify when traditional public
schools not designed to provide
distance learning strategies need to
do so.

MBDE officials say they are work-
ing with partners to flesh out a
longer-term approach to support
students in learning at a distance,
while taking into account the ex-
traordinary challenges of equity
and access.

“We are encouraging every
school district to continue provid-
ing enrichment and supplemental
learning opportunities for their
students,” Rice said.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer subse-
quently addressed the MDE’s con-
cerns last week.

“I know (this has) caused a lot of
confusion and panic among
schools, teachers, students and
families,” Whitmer said. “(This)
does not mean that schoolwork
done during the mandatory school
closure won’t ‘count’ toward
grades, credits, or graduation.

“Each district should determine
what services and supports they
are able to provide during this un-
precedented crisis,” she added.
“Many are focusing on meeting
basic needs and are working
around the clock to provide break-
fast and lunch for hungry students.
Other districts have the ability to
provide more learning support as
a result of one-to-one technology
initiatives. I am in awe of the work
that school employees are doing to
support their kids and I applaud
their efforts.

“As you know, the situation has
changed rapidly over the course of
the past ten days,” Whitmer said.
“We do not know what the future
will hold, but we are absolutely
committed to ensuring the needs
of our students, parents, and fami-
lies are met as we navigate these
uncharted waters. I will be work-
ing in the coming days to ensure
our seniors graduate and that no
child is held back as a result of our
inability to provide face-to-face
instruction during the COVID-19
school closure.

“To teachers, administrators, and
support staff — I thank you for
stepping up and helping your stu-
dents and families,” the governor
added. “To students and especially
parents, hang in there. We will get
through this.”

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN

An opportunity
to grow in faith

by Brad Speirs, minister
Novesta Church of Christ

Dr. Seuss is credited with saying, “You never know the value of a mo-
ment until it becomes a memory.”

Just a few weeks ago, many of us were taking for granted the school
day routine, dining out, movies at the theatre and time at the gym. While
we hustled and bustled through our lives, we rarely stopped to pause
and & breathe in the blessings that were all around us.

Now, as we watch history unfold before our eyes, many of us are strug-
gling to not give in to fear, panic and anxiety.

For some of us, it’s just the frustration of lost opportunities; sports,
leisure, travel and daily freedoms and privileges. For others, though,
the very real threat of sickness for themselves and loved ones has caused
genuine worry and outright fear.

This novel virus has created so many questions. How many will get
sick and die? What do we do with our time? Will I keep my job? When
will the kids go back to school? Where can I find some toilet paper?

While I won’t claim to have all of the answers, I do think that there
are some things that we can know and do during this season of our lives.
Let me offer you some encouragement as we navigate these uncertain
times together.

*Disruption can lead to Innovation — Throughout history, unforeseen
changes have become opportunities to learn and do things better. No
doubt many businesses, groups and individuals are going to discover
new and better ways to improve productivity, meet needs and grow their
lives. Perhaps in our own lives, this disruption will lead to break-
throughs and positive changes as well.

*Rest is a good thing — As a world, we have been living at a speed
that was unsustainable. Even God took a break on the 7th day! While
many of us were unable to have the self-discipline for rest, this coron-
avirus has given us one, whether we want it or not. So, don’t waste this
chance to catch your breath and rest a bit.

*Idolatry is sinful — We have become a nation of idol worshippers;
work, pleasure, sports, academia and entertainment. All of these are fine
as things to enjoy and pursue, but they all make lousy gods. A hard re-
ality is that many of us have taken these good things and turned them
into God things. In a matter of days, we were forced to see how quickly
all of these things can be changed or taken away, and maybe that’s a
good thing for a short time.

*There’s someone on your couch — Many of us have families that we
come home to, but rarely invest in. If you’re a mother or a father, use
this time well. Your kids WILL remember this time off...what will they
remember about it? If you’re a husband or wife, open your eyes and re-
alize that your spouse is right there beside you, and fall back in love
with them again!

*You have neighbors — Even in our small town and country roads,
there are people that live near you. We may not all end up at the school
for a band concert or sports event, but you can go for a walk and have
a nice conversation with the people you share a property line with.
There are also many in our community that will greatly struggle during
this time who could use a good neighbor to love them, hear them and
walk beside them in their anxiety and fear.

*You can find peace — In the Bible, in Mark 4, Jesus asks the disciples
a question. He asks, “Why are you afraid?” In the moment, it’s kind of
a silly question, because they were in the middle of a huge lake, there
was a crazy storm, and they were almost going to sink and drown. It
was easy to see why they would be afraid, but Jesus wanted them to see
that they need not live in fear because HE was with them.

We live in a time where the same question might seem just as silly.
We’re afraid because a scary virus, with no cure, is ravaging the world,
our government has closed down everything, the economy has crashed,
and there’s no toilet paper! But the same Jesus who spoke to them, then,
is wanting to speak to us, now. There is a peace that passes understand-
ing and I’d invite you to consider and trust in Him who holds the stars
and calms the seas.

I guess in closing, I’d offer this final thought: None of us wanted this
break or change to our lives, and we certainly need to keep praying for
those affected by the virus. But someday this, too, will pass, and then
this, too, will be left to a memory, so let’s not miss this moment to love
our families, serve our communities and grow in our faith.

n Find us on:
facebook.

ORTHWOOD
MEADOWS

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

<7 Assisted Living

<7 Medical and Memory Care Unit
<7 Short Term Respite Care

<7 Rooms Available

Northwood Meadows invites you to visit
the senior living community where you

can choose the service that matches
your “distinctive living” needs.

Call today for your appointment!

(989) 872-8131

6086 Beechwood Drive, Cass City
www.northwood-meadowsmi.com
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by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Whoever said you can’t buy love
has never looked into the eyes of
a dog.

Whether a rescue dog or a spe-
cially-bred one, dogs are faithful
companions whose love and devo-
tion knows no bounds.

That is one of the reasons Ryan
Herford and his family established
their Thumb Silver Labrador Re-
trievers business.

When the Herfords were looking
for another lab to replace one that
accidentally got out and was
struck, they came across silver
Labradors.

“They are really unique looking,
so we decided to get a female.
Once we had her for a while, we
decided we might as well get a
male for companionship and to
breed,” said Ryan Herford. Their
female silver Lab is called Sadie
and the male is called Dozer. They
are both three years old.

And that’s how the Thumb Silver
Labrador Retrievers business
started.

According to Herford, his inter-
est in Labradors also comes from
when he had a black one when he
was younger.

“Silvers have been around for a
while. I did some research on
them. They are still pretty new but
getting more popular,” he said.

Because they have only received
attention recently, some think sil-
ver Labradors are a new breed, but
they are not. They were first bred
in the 1950s and have gained pop-

THE RYAN Herford family of Cass City recently
established Thumb Silver Labrador Retrievers. Pic-
tured above are a pair of the family’s silver labs
along with a friend, Jack Muska (left) with Sadie,
and Lane Herford with Dozer.

A SILVER Labrador’s coat is short, dense and
straight with an eye-catching silver-grey-blue color
that gives them their name. They have been bred
since the 1950s but have surged in popularity over
the past several years.

5. TUSCOLA COUNTY
- MEDICAL CARE
FACILITY

Your Care Fantner Jn Life's Continuum

* 159 Skilled Nursing Beds

» Alzheimer’s Care
» Physical Rehabilitation

* Medication Administration

* Meal, Laundry & Beauty Salon Services

We accept Medicare & Medicaid

For Admissions Call: (989) 673-4117

1285 Cleaver Rd. * Caro, Michigan 48723
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Breeding silver labs a labor of
love for Cass City area family

ularity over the past decade.

A silver’s coat is short, dense,
and straight with an eye-catching
silver-grey-blue color that gives
them their name. The breed is the
result of a diluted gene from
chocolate Labradors.

“They are glorious colored pup-
pies and turn into beautiful adults
that are good hunters and great
family pets,” noted Herford,
whose day job is serving as
weighmaster for the Tuscola
County Road Commission.

The Herfords’ female Labrador
had puppies earlier this year.

“This litter was kind of an oops.
I’m not out to just breed them.
They are our family’s pets. The
plan is to only breed once a year,”
Herford explained. “Having more
than one litter a year is hard on the
female. They can have two litters
a year, but it is better for the dog
not to do that.

“We are not looking to get rich
off this,” he added. “We like the
dogs. They are family. Breeding is
something to do and kind of a
family business.”

The bottom line for the Herford
family is all of the dogs are family
pets, treated as such, including
sharing the family’s home.

Both Sadie and Dozer have been
tested for any health issues. In
fact, they were DNA tested for
160 health issues that dogs can
have, and they both cleared.

No matter the color, Labradors
make great family pets because of
their gentle nature. They’re also
good hunters. The Herford’s dogs
come from hunting stock and have
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good hunting genes.

“A lot of the people who bought
them will use them for duck and
pheasant hunting,” Herford said.
“Two of the dogs were sold to a
man who hunts for antlers. When
bucks lose their antlers, you can
train a dog to smell them out. He
is training the dogs to find antlers
in the woods that deer have
dropped. I guess he collects
them.”

And, one of the puppies is going
to be a service dog for a disabled
veteran in Saginaw.

There were 10 puppies in the last
litter. They sold for $1,000 each
and were sold out in two weeks.
Some other breeders sell them for
$2,000 to $3,000, with the price
based on uniqueness.

Before the Herfords proceeded
with any sales, they took their
puppies to All Pets Veterinary
Clinic in Cass City where they re-
ceived their first shots and were
dewormed.

The Herfords will soon be adding
to their fur family. They will be
getting a black Labrador and a
white Labrador — both females
that will be bred with Dozer.

“The litter will probably be a mix
of silver, white, charcoal or black
labs — not sure what color they
will be,” he said, adding it will be
about two years before they are
bred.

Thumb Silver Labrador Retriev-
ers is located at 4265 Hurds Cor-
ner Rd.,, Cass City. More
information is available by con-
tacting Herford at (989) 293-2798.

SO FAR, THE main breeding stock of Cass City’s Thumb Silver Labrador Re-
trievers are Dozer and Sadie. Ryan Herford, who owns the dogs, will soon be
adding other varieties of Labradors to his business.
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IN THE MIDST of turmoil created by the spread of the
novel coronavirus in Michigan, the work of some tal-
ented Thumb photographers is a reminder of the beauty
the state offers as wildlife in the area welcome spring.
Above, Cheryl Viney Osentoski, Cass City, captured this
photo of a sandhill crane in a pond along the edge of a
road south of Kingston.

ANOTHER CASS City photographer, Paul Bessler, took
advantage of a mink sighting to get these shots in north-
western Tuscola County. “He ran on the edge of the road
next to a water-filled ditch and eventually met up with
a female. He was within six feet of wife, Mickie, and I,
which is very uncommon for a mink,” Bessler said.
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

Important COVID-19 Update:
In light of Governor Whitmer's Executive Order
our Visitor Restrictions have
been changed effective immediately.

Please visit www.hdghmi.org/covid-19b,
as we have many other facility updates to share.
or follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/hillsanddalesgeneralhospital

Call us anytime at
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Cuthrell siblings top Cass City’s Greater
Thumb West all-conference hoop selections

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Cass City Schools landed a pair
of hoopsters on the 2019-20
Greater Thumb West all-confer-
ence first teams determined by the
vote of league coaches in the 7-
school association.

Named to the Greater Thumb
West all-conference dream teams
were Red Hawk freshman Saylar
Cuthrell among the girl stars,
while her older brother, senior
Sandyn Cuthrell, is a repeat hon-
oree on the fantasy boys’ team.

Saylar Cuthrell averaged a team-
best 11.4 points per game in her
maiden varsity season. She also
averaged 5.8 rebounds and dished
out 3.2 assists per outing to the de-
light of Coach Justin Ketterer.

“Saylar had an incredible fresh-
man year. We asked her to do a lot
for us and she accepted that re-
sponsibility and excelled. She has
an exciting basketball future
ahead of her,” he said.

Also earning Greater Thumb
West all-conference first team
praises were a trio from league
champs Caro, and two Reese
Rockets who finished as the
Greater Thumb West runner-up.

Adelyn Moore, freshman, high-

lighted the Caro selections and
was joined on the all-conference
first team by teammates Ellie
Hornbacher and Kaitlyn Arebalo,
both seniors. Hornbacher ended
her high school career as a two-
time first team choice.

Sophomores Maddi Osantowski
and Aydan Dalak represent Reese
on the all-conference first team.
Osantowski is a member of the
elite listing for the second straight
year.

Rounding out the all-conference
first team are solo selections from
Elkton-Pigeon-Bay Port and Bad
Axe. Emma Irion, a second team
all-conference pick last year as a
junior, is the Lakers’ first team
player and senior Laken Chapin
represents district champs Bad
Axe.

The Greater Thumb West all-
conference second team included
Cass City seniors Tiara Anthony
and Abbey Salcido. Anthony av-
eraged over 7 points and 5 re-
bounds in her final go-around
while Salcido averaged slightly
less than 7 points and 3 rebounds
per game during the 2019-20 cam-
paign.

“Tiara was the driving force of
our team. As she was scoring and
playing well we played well. She

LADY RED HAWK Saylar Cuthrell heads to
the basket during the 2019-20 season. She is only

a freshman.

fought for everything she got this
season and I’'m very proud of how
tough she was,” said Ketterer,
adding, “Abbey came to work
every day this season and demon-
strated great leadership and tough-
ness. She embodied spirit and
toughness the team was trying to
reach.”

Rounding out the Greater Thumb
West all-conference second team
players were Caro senior Raegan
Ball, Reese sophomore Josie
Johnson, USA juniors Maci Mont-
gomery and Brynn Polega and
Vassar senior Emilee Whitney.

Earning honorable mention
praises: Bad Axe’s Jelena
Prescott, Sophie Shuart, and Kate
Clancy; USA’s Chelsea Bolzman;
Elkton-Pigeon-Bay Port’s Lauren
Henry and Savannah Schultz;
Vassar’s Jasa Ross and Sarah
Colosky; Cass City’s Haven Bou-
verette; Caro’s Aylssa Corrion;
and Reese’s Alex Reinert and De-
laney Peyok.

Turning to the boys’ all-stars,
four members on last year’s dream
team were honored again as sen-
iors in 2020 including Sandyn
Cuthrell- Cass City, Landin Zim-
mer — USA, Cody Talaski and
Trevin Phillips — Caro. Complet-
ing the Greater Thumb West all-
conference first team are USA
senior Nash Morton and Reese
sophomores Damarquss Palm-
reuter and Levi Foco.

Cuthrell averaged 13.3 points
and 6 rebounds per game in his
fourth and final season under
Coach Aaron Fernald.

“Sandyn has had a really nice 4
year career in basketball scoring
980 points. I don’t think there is
any question he would have
reached the 1000 point milestone
if we could have finished the sea-
son. His scoring and leadership
will be missed,” Fernald said.

The Greater Thumb West all-
conference second team consisted
of Cass City senior Thom Ri-
jshouwer — an exchange student
who averaged 10 points for the
Red Hawks - Reese senior Isaac
Johnson, Reese senior Darnell
Davis, USA junior Connor Gettek,
Bad Axe sophomore Aaron

Sowles, Bad Axe junior Jensen
Emerick and Elkton-Pigeon-Bay
Port junior Anthony Sheridon.
Honorable mention players in the
Greater Thumb West included:
Jake Rau, Reese sophomore; Tan-
ner Terbush, Reese sophomore;

Cade Rierson, USA senior;
Walker Foley, USA junior; Bryce
Langmaid, USA junior; Landon
Schenk, Cass City senior — he av-
eraged 8.2 points and 7 rebounds
per game- Jack Clancy, Bad Axe
senior; Sawyer Kozfkay, Elkton-
Pigeon-Bay Port junior; Hunter
Keim, Elkton-Pigeon-Bay Port
senior; Mason Williams, Elkton-
Pigeon-Bay Port junior; Tyler
Foster, Caro senior; Coby Fetting,
Caro junior; Monte Davis, Vassar
sophomore; Gideon Damm — Vas-
sar junior; and Matthew Amend,
Vassar junior.

SANDYN CUTHRELL always gave his best ef-
fort during a brillent 4-year career in Cass City.

MARK DAN
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North Central Thumb League - Stripes stars aired

Three Bulldogs selected among best from Akron-Fairgrove, Bay City All Saints,
North Huron, Carsonville-Port Sanilac, Caseville, Peck and O-G schools

NCTL - Stripes NCTL - Stripes

All League 2019-20 All League 2019-20

Boys Basketball Girls Basketball
First Team First Team
1.) De’Andre Morris North Huron 12" grade 1.) Stacia Cohee Akron-Fairgrove 11" grade
2.) Will Case North Huron 10" grade 2.) Samantha Bissett Peck 11" grade
3.) Kaden Geilhart Caseville 12" grade 3.) Abbey Bullis Peck 12" grade
4.) Grant Gehringer BCAS 12t: grade 4.) Taylor Sempf Peck 11th grade
5.) Alex Czyzewski BCAS 117 grade 5.) Emily Judd BCAS 12" grade
6.) Peyton Mooney CPS 12" grade 6.) Emily Huiskens BCAS 12" grade
Defensive Specialist Defensive Specialist
Peyton Mooney CPS 12" grade Emily Judd BCAS 12™ grade
Second Team Second Team
1.) Brad Hoody North Huron 12" grade 1.) Cynthia Beauvais Akron-Fairgrove 12" grade
2.) Zack Kontes BCAS 10" grade 2.) Chelsey Breismiester Caseville 10" grade
3.) Nick Kontes BCAS 12" grade 3.) Jenna Stull Peck 11" grade
4.) Ethan Handley CPS 12t: grade 4.) Lilly Grigg CPS 10" grade
5.) Andrew Partaka Owen-Gage 11" grade 5.) Stephiane Cahoon CPS 11" grade
6.) Andrew Pettengill  Caseville 11" grade 6.) Caitlyn McDonell BCAS 12" grade
Honorable Mention Honorable Mention
1.) Tyler Ducolon BCAS 11" grade 1.) Kaylin Ewald Caseville 12" grade
2.) Antonio Reyes BCAS 11" grade 2.) Dezi Breismiester ~ Caseville 12" grade
3.) Tyler McClelland CPS 11t: grade 3.) Emma Engler Peck 11" grade
4.) Trenton Mitchel CPS 10th grade 4.) Rocio Costilla BCAS 12" grade
5.) Reese Campbell Akron-Fairgrove 11" grade 5.) Carley Haldane Owen-Gage 11" grade
6.) Jaylen Su Akron-Fairgrove 10" grade 6.) Libby Ondrajka Owen-Gage 10" grade
7.) Ethan Volkert Akron-Fairgrove 10" grade

FINAL STANDINGS
North Central Thumb League - Stripes
Boys Basketball

FINAL STANDINGS
North Central Thumb League - Stripes
Girls Basketball

Team League Ovr Team League Ovr
BC All Saints ~ 8-2 12-9 BCAIll Saints ~ 9-1 13-8
North Huron 8-2 9-12 North Huron 9-1 12-9
CPS 7-3 8-13 Owen-Gage 5-5 8-10
Caseville 5-5 9-8 Akron-Fairgrove 3-7 4-17
Akron-Fairgrove 2-8 2-18 Caseville 3-7 4-17
Owen-Gage 0-10 0-17 Andrew Partaka ) ) CPS 1-9 4-17
Owen-Gage Carley Haldane Libby Ondrajka
Owen-Gage Owen-Gage
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Whitmer announces new order

hibits all businesses and operations from requiring workers to leave their homes, un-
less those workers are necessary to sustain or protect life or to conduct minimum
basic operations. Businesses and operations are to designate the workers that meet
those criteria, and must adopt social distancing practices and other mitigation meas-
ures to protect workers and patrons in the performance of that necessary in-person
work.

Workers that are necessary to sustain or protect life include those in health care and
public health, law enforcement and public safety, grocery store workers, and more.

In addition, all public and private gatherings of any number of people occurring
among persons outside a single household are temporarily prohibited. People may
leave the house to perform for limited, necessary purposes, and may engage in out-
door activities like walking, hiking, running, cycling or any other recreational activity,
consistent with remaining at least six feet from people from outside a person’s house-
hold and with other restrictions imposed by prior executive orders.

Michigan is currently in the top five states in the nation in number of confirmed
COVID-19 cases. Several governors across the country have taken similar steps to
protect their communities from the spread of the virus.

In the Thumb, Tuscola County recorded its first confirmed case of novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) Friday, although few details have been released about the patient, de-
scribed only as an 88-year-old male.

The announcement capped off a week in which area residents watched the number
of confirmed cases in Michigan soar to nearly 550, including three deaths — just 10
days after Whitmer declared a state of emergency following the announcement of
Michigan’s first two cases of COVID-19.

And, as testing has increased, the number of confirmed cases continued to climb
over the weekend, with state officials reporting a total of more than 1,230 cases and
nine deaths as of Monday. In all, at least 33 counties have reported one or more cases,
with the majority of them centered in the metro Detroit region.

Local hospital officials, meanwhile, say they are continuing to adapt to the latest
state and federal guidelines established to reduce exposure to the virus.

According to Ann Hepfer, health officer for both the Tuscola and Huron county
health departments, the newly diagnosed COVID-19 patient in Tuscola County has
no travel history related to his exposure.

“The Tuscola County Health Department (TCHD) will contact people who have
been in close contact with the patient. They will be assessed for symptoms and mon-
itored appropriately,” said Hepfer, who noted officials will not be releasing where
the individual is from.

“(All) residents should behave as though the virus may be present when they are in
public places in the community. The health department reinforces that people should
be taking all recommended prevention measures.”

As a precaution, the health department is asking anyone with symptoms of COVID-
19 to self-isolate for 14 days to avoid potentially exposing others. COVID-19 symp-
toms may appear in as few as two days or as long as 14 days after exposure to the
virus. Symptoms include fever, cough and shortness of breath.

Hospital prepared

Locally, Hills and Dales General Hospital officials have already implemented a
number of measures in an effort to prevent the spread of COVID-19, including pro-
hibiting visitors, with few specific exceptions. Anyone entering the building must
also undergo a screening, according to Danielle Blaine, director of marketing for the
Cass City hospital.

“For our employees, they must have their temperatures checked and go through a
verbal assessment before they can enter any of our buildings,” she explained. “Spe-
cific to the hospital, we are taking temperatures and performing a screening assess-
ment at the door for patients as well.

“The clinics are performing the screening assessments over the phone, and if it is
warranted a patient needs to be seen, and they have a fever and/or they are having
symptoms that could be COVID-19, we will meet them at the door to be masked.
Each clinic (also) has a designated room to see these patients in.”

Individuals who believe they might have contracted the virus are asked to first con-
tact their physician, Blaine said.

“Through the screening, the provider can provide guidance to the patient on their
next course of action. If a person believes they’ve been exposed and is exhibiting
symptoms and their symptoms worsen, we ask that they call ahead to our ER if they
are planning to be seen through ER, so that staff can be prepared appropriately to
care for them,” she added.

While media reports regarding hospitals’ preparedness to address COVID-19 have
varied widely from community to community, Blaine said Hills and Dales is ade-
quately equipped for now.

“At this time, we are very prepared as far as PPE (personal protection equipment),”
she said. “Our supply is good.

“We just received a shipment of masks that was extremely helpful to our inventory.
The region has also been instrumental in getting us gowns and other supplies, so that
when/if the worst-case scenario unfolds, we are prepared,” Blaine continued. “We
also have N-95 masks that our front-line staff are actively being fitted for, which is
another source of protection.”

As for testing for the virus, Blaine pointed out hospital officials are following the
same rules as other healthcare facilities across the state.

“We don’t set the protocol for conducting the testing — we get that guidance from
the state. There is a list of certain criteria that must be met before a patient is author-
ized to be tested, which we want patients to understand — we can’t just test because
they want a test. Once it is deemed appropriate, we obtain a COVID number from
the health department to go with the collected specimen and it is sent to the state of
Michigan lab.”

While preparing locally, Hills and Dales officials are also keeping in contact with
their partners throughout the region, according to Blaine.

“We are working closely with our other local hospitals and Covenant as well. We
are really just checking in, seeing what they are doing, are we preparing in the same
way, are they doing something that is a better process, etc.,” she said. “We are all in
this together.”

Hills and Dales President and CEO Jean Anthony echoed that comment.

“We know that our community members are scared; this is an unprecedented time
for us as a hospital as well. But I want to assure you, our staff is working daily to be
prepared for what is to come. We are here for you, whether it is a COVID-19 ques-
tion, or emergency room visit, or something else you need to see your physician for,”
Anthony said.

“We continue to review and change our processes as new changes occur through
the CDC and MDHHS,” she added.

“We have the best people at the table to be prepared to care for our patients. [ urge
(everyone) to listen to the CDC, to practice their recommendations, and know that
we will get through this time.”

Self-isolate

As a precaution, the Tuscola County Health Department continues to urge anyone
with symptoms of COVID-19 to self-isolate for 14 days to avoid potentially exposing
others.

COVID-19 symptoms may appear in as few as two days or as long as 14 days after
exposure to the virus. Symptoms include fever, cough and shortness of breath.

“(We are working) hard to manage and respond to the presence of COVID-19 in
Tuscola County through established public health measures such as quarantine, iso-
lation, and contact tracing,” Hepfer said.

To prevent the spread of COVID-19, people should:

* Wash their hands.

* Stay home when sick.

* Avoid close contact with sick people.

* Avoid touching their face.

* Disinfect commonly touched surfaces.

* Avoid shaking hands.

* Follow suggested guidelines for social distancing.

* Keep six feet between yourself and others when possible.

* Avoid public places at their busiest times.

» Work from home when possible.

* Cancel gatherings of more than 50 people as required by Michigan law. However,
it is recommended gatherings not exceed 10 people.

e Limit travel.

Health officials continue to remind residents to seek updates and information on
COVID-19 from legitimate sources.

For general questions about COVID-19, call the state hotline at 1-888-535-6136.
For more information, visit the websites https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html, https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus, and www.tchd.us.
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Obituaries

Mark Kappen

Mark Anthony Kappen, 51, of Marlette, died following a courageous battle with brain cancer
Thursday, March 19, 2020 in United Hospice of Marlette Residence Center.

He was born June 11, 1968 in Lapeer, the fifth of eleven children born to Gerald and Catherine
(Beckett) Kappen.

He married Tamara Lynn Kady on July 29, 1989 in St. Agatha Catholic Church, Gagetown.

Mark graduated from Cass City High School with the class of 1987. He graduated from the
University of Michigan with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1992.

He worked as a Design Supervisor with ZF Automotive in Washington Township.

Mark loved his job and work family. Mark enjoyed running, back-
packing, hiking, camping, traveling with his family and competing
in triathlons. Coaching his sons, nephews and many area youths
in baseball, soccer and wrestling brought Mark great pride and
fulfillment. Mark enjoyed golfing with his father-in-law and
was a dedicated Michigan Wolverine fan.

Mark valued his faith and was proud to be an active mem-
ber of the Holy Family Parish in Marlette. Mark’s greatest
joy in life was spending quality time with his sons and
beloved wife and best friend Tamara.

Mark is survived by his loving wife of thirty years,
Tamara; sons: Anthony (Amanda Aldapa) Kappen of Char-
lotte and Jacob Kappen of Marlette; parents, Gerald and
Catherine Kappen of Defiance, OH; siblings: Susie (Jim)
Maynard of Howell, Joe (Michelle) Kappen of Dowling, Mary
(Wayne) Shantz of Cass City, Tim (Ren) Kappen of Billerica,
MA, Alice (Steve) Zaleski of Gagetown, William Kappen of Al-
abaster, AL, Peter (Tammy) Kappen of Defiance, OH, Tammie (Tim)
Rettig of Bryan, OH, Matthew (Lori) Kappen of Carlisle, PA and Michael (Tana) Kappen of
Defiance, OH; father and mother-in-law, Ronald and Joann Kady of Gagetown; brother-in-
law, Shane (Sarah) Kady of Marlette; sister-in-law, Sara (Robert Herek) Kady of Gagetown;
and many nieces and nephews.

A private funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 24, at Our Lady Con-
solata Parish, St. Agatha Catholic Church in Gagetown with the Rev. Robert Schikora offici-
ating.

Pallbearers for Mr. Kappen will be Zachary Kady, Blake Kady, Nicholas Shantz, Nathan
Shantz, Jacob Shantz, Alexander Zaleski, Justin Zaleski and Noah Zaleski.

Interment will be in St. Agatha Cemetery, Gagetown.

Memorials may be made to MASAP Youth Baseball, Marlette Youth Soccer or Holy Family
Parish St. Elizabeth Catholic Church.

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranz-
funeralhome.com. A private Vigil service will be held on Monday, March 23, led by the Rev.
Robert Schikora.

**Due to an executive order by the state government, the visitation and funeral service is
limited to no more than 50 people**

Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Theodore “Ted” Marshall

Theodore “Ted” Norman Marshall, 74, of Caro, died after a lengthy illness, Thursday, March
17,2020 in his home.

He was born April 14, 1945 in Wayne, MI, the second of four children born to Ted Roy and
Eleanor Mary (Neff) Marshall.

He married Victoria Irene Kerns in Detroit. She died June 6, 2006.

Ted graduated from Cass City High School with the class of 1963.
He worked in Cass City for General Cable then joined the U.S.
Army, serving in Vietnam for 19 months, working as a wireman £
and as a radio operator. After his military service, Ted worked
for Ford Motor Company on the assembly line, as a manager
of a farm, and for a contractor as a plumbing repairman. In
the past, Ted especially enjoyed helping family and friends
and occasional casino visits. Ted cherished time with
Vickie, the love of his life.

Ted is survived by his son, Robert (Cherie) Marshall of
Taylor; grandchildren: Justin, Briana, Alexander, Nicholas,
Ryan and Isabella; great-grandchildren: Rose, Eloise and
the third, Beau, on the way; brother, David (Ruth Ann) Mar-
shall of Cass City; step-mother, Evelyn Marshall of Seal
Beach, CA; and several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father, Ted Marshall; mother,
Eleanor Hotchkis, brother, James Marshall; sister, Judith Ann Mar-
shall.

A graveside service will be held at a later date in Evergreen Township Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Kranz Funeral Home for the benefit of the family.

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranz-
funeralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Dale Mellendorf

Dale Stanley Mellendorf, 85, of Cass City died following a brief battle with cancer Wednes-
day, March 18, 2020 peacefully at his home.

He was born January 12, 1935 in Elkton to Stanley and Erma (Hartwick) Mellendorf.

His first wife was Nancy Lee Sowden. Dale married Charlotte Florence Furness April 10,
1971. She died June 9, 2003. Years later, Dale married Elizabeth A. “Betsy” Thorpe-Sowden
July 31, 2010.

Dale graduated from Owendale High School in 1953 and went to work for Ideal Plumbing
and Cass City Fuel Gas. Later, he became a journeyman tinsmith and worked second shift for
the Ford Motor Company in Detroit. For more than thirty years, he made the eighty mile drive
to work and back until retiring. In retirement, Dale kept busy helping
friends and neighbors with their plumbing, heating and building
duct work. He would do anything for anyone at any time.

Dale was a former member of Fraser Presbyterian Church of
Cass City. On Tuesdays, he could be found bowling at the
Brentwood Lanes of Caro. Dale also enjoyed the excitement
of NASCAR racing on television. He loved trying his luck
with the slot machines at the Soaring Eagle Casino and the
anticipation of a winning scratch off ticket.

Dale is survived by his wife, Betsy; children: Tom

(Cindy) Mellendorf of Gagetown, Dan (Beth) Mellendorf
of Cass City, Lona (Robert) Piaskowski of Cass City, Char-
lene (Ken) LaBeau of Chesterfield, Minnie (Rick) Avery of
Vassar and Ray (Maureen) Sowden of Vassar; grandchildren:
Chad Mellendorf, Shane Mellendorf, Cole Mellendorf, Dalton
Mellendorf, Jeff (Jennifer) Piaskowski, Jacob Piaskowski, Travis
LaBeau, Christopher LaBeau, Dena (Josh Smith) Kabat, Alaina (Je-
remy) Poulos, Taylor Brown, Kennedy Brown, Kendra (Mike) Dunlap,
Jill (Brent) Rathka and Stephanie Leach; twenty great-grandchildren; brothers: Wayne Mel-
lendorf of Cass City, Bruce (Bev) Mellendorf of Fairgrove, Clare (Ruth Ann) Mellendorf of
Cass City, Joe (Sue) Mellendorf of Caro, Art (Romelle) Mellendorf of Kansas City, MO; Gary
(Linda) Mellendorf of Cass City and Glen Mellendorf of Cass City; sister, Ruth (John) Ja-
worski of Owendale; and many nieces and nephews; and his cat, Ned.

He was preceded in death by his parents; sisters: June (Don) Ackerman, Janet (Dan) Hartz;
sister-in-law, Helen Mellendorf.

A funeral service was held Monday, March 23, in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with Brad
Speirs of Novesta Church of Christ, Cass City officiating.

Interment is in Elkland Township Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Rawson Memorial District Library or Fraser Presbyterian Church.

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranz-
funeralhome.com.

**Due to an executive order by the state government, the visitation and funeral service is
limited to no more than 50 people**

Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Legal INotices

FORECLOSURE  NOTICE
(ALL COUNTIES) AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR, WE
ARE ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION  OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. ATTENTION
HOMEOWNER: IF YOU ARE
A MILITARY SERVICE
MEMBER ON ACTIVE
DUTY, IF YOUR PERIOD OF
ACTIVE DUTY HAS CON-
CLUDED LESS THAN 90
DAYS AGO, OR IF YOU
HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO
ACTIVE DUTY, PLEASE
CONTACT THE ATTORNEY
FOR THE PARTY FORE-
CLOSING THE MORTGAGE
AT THE TELEPHONE NUM-
BER STATED IN THIS NO-
TICE.

Notice of Foreclosure by Ad-
vertisement — Notice is given
under section 3212 of the re-
vised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212,
that the following mortgage will
be foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some
part of them, at a public auction
sale to the highest bidder for
cash or cashier's check at the
place of holding the circuit
court in Tuscola County, start-
ing promptly at 10:00 a.m. on
April 16, 2020. The amount due
on the mortgage may be greater
on the day of the sale. Placing
the highest bid at the sale does
not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear own-
ership of the property.

A potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county reg-
ister of deeds office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge a fee for this
information. Default having
been made in the terms and con-
ditions of a certain mortgage
made by Joann T. Jezewski of
Tuscola County, Michigan,
Mortgagor to Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems,
Inc. dated the 16th day of April,
2014, and recorded in the office
of the Register of Deeds, for the
County of Tuscola and State of
Michigan, on the 6th day of
May, 2014, Instrument No. 53
2014 978822 L-1306 P-1034
(11) of Tuscola Records, which
said mortgage was assigned to
Chemical Bank, a Division of
TCF National Bank, thru mesne
assignments, on which mort-
gage there is claimed to be due,
at the date of this notice, for
principal  of  $24,645.21
(twenty-four thousand six hun-
dred forty-five and 21/100) plus
accrued interest at 4.875% (four
point eight seven five) percent
per annum. All that certain
piece or parcel of land situate in
the Village of Cass City, in the
County of Tuscola and State of
Michigan and described as fol-
lows to wit: Lot 7, Block C,
Also commencing at the North-
east corner of Lot 7; thence
North 16.5 feet; thence West
132 feet; thence South 16.5 feet;
thence East 132 feet to the point
of beginning, James L. Hitch-
cock's Second Addition to the
Village of Cass City, Elkland
Township, Tuscola County,
Michigan, according to the
recorded plat thereof. Com-
monly known as: 4169 Seeger
Street, Cass City, MI 48726
TAX ID: 035-500-321-07000-
00 If the property is sold at a
foreclosure sale the borrower,
pursuant to MCLA 600.3278
will be held responsible to the
person who buys the property at
the mortgage foreclosure sale or
to the mortgage holder for dam-
aging the property during the re-
demption period.

The redemption period shall be
six months from the date of
such sale, unless determined
abandoned in accordance with
MCL 600.3241a, in which case
the redemption period shall be
30 days from the date of such
sale. Dated: March 18, 2020
By: Benjamin N. Hoen Attor-
ney for Plaintiff Weltman,
Weinberg & Reis Co., L.P.A.
965 Keynote Circle Brooklyn
Heights, OH 44131 216-685-
1170 WWR# 10150988

3-18-4

Xatice of Foreclosure by Ad
tisement
Notice is given under section
3212 of the revised judicature
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL
600.3212, that the following
mortgage will be foreclosed by
a sale of the mortgaged prem-
ises, or some part of them, at a
public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash or cashier's
check at the place of holding the

circuit court in Tuscola County,
starting promptly at 10:00 AM,
on April 9, 2020. The amount
due on the mortgage may be
greater on the day of sale. Plac-
ing the highest bid at the sale
does not automatically entitle
the purchaser to free and clear
ownership of the property. A po-
tential purchaser is encouraged
to contact the county register of
deeds office or a title insurance
company, either of which may
charge a fee for this informa-
tion:

Name(s) of the

mortgagor(s): Paul Taylor aka
Paul M. Taylor and Kimberly
Taylor, aka Kimberly K. Taylor
husband and wife

Original Mortgagee:
FLAGSTAR BANK, FSB, A
FEDERALLY CHARTERED
SAVINGS BANK

Foreclosing Assignee (if any):
Mill City Mortgage Loan Trust
2018-1

Date of Mortgage: May 13,
2005

Date of Mortgage Recording:
August 3, 2005

Amount claimed due on date of
notice: $37,271.24

Description of the mortgaged
premises: Situated in Township
of Watertown, Tuscola County,
Michigan, and described as: Sec
2 Town 10 North, Range 9 East,
com at a Point that is South
918.42 feet from NorthWest
corner of said Section, then East
232 feet, then South 375.52
feet, then West 232 feet, then
North 375.52 feet to POB, 2 A
Common street address (if any):
7101 Edwards Rd, Mayville,
MI 48744-9543

The redemption period shall be
6 months from the date of such
sale, unless determined aban-
doned in accordance with MCL
600.3241a; or, if the subject real
property is used for agricultural
purposes as defined by MCL
600.3240(16).

If the property is sold at foreclo-
sure sale under Chapter 32 of
the Revised Judicature Act of
1961, pursuant to MCL
600.3278 the borrower will be
held responsible to the person
who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale or to
the mortgage holder for damag-
ing the property during the re-
demption period.

Attention homeowner: If you
are a military service member
on active duty, if your period of
active duty has concluded less
than 90 days ago, or if you have
been ordered to active duty,
please contact the attorney for
the party foreclosing the mort-
gage at the telephone number
stated in this notice.
This notice is from a debt col-
lector.
Date of notice: March 11, 2020
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern Hwy, Suite
145
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 642-2515
1412525

3-11-4

KUS, RYAN & ASSOCIATES,
PLLC 2951 High Meadow Cir-
cle, Ste. 120 Auburn Hills, MI
48326-2790 NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE BY ADVER-
TISEMENT- Notice is given
under section 3212 of the re-
vised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212,
that the following mortgage will
be foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some
part of them, at a public auction
sale to the highest bidder for
cash or cashier’s check at the
place of holding the circuit
court in Tuscola County, start-
ing promptly at 10:00 A.M. on
April 9, 2020. The amount due
on the mortgage may be greater
on the day of the sale. Placing
the highest bid at the sale does
not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear own-
ership of the property. A poten-
tial purchaser is encouraged to
contact the county register of
deeds office or a title insurance
company, either of which may
charge a fee for this informa-
tion. Default has been made in
the conditions of a Mortgage
made by GRICE RENTALS,
L.L.C., a Michigan limited lia-
bility company, whose address
is 2560 Mertz Road, Caro,
Michigan 48723, dated April 1,
2010, and recorded April 6,
2010, in Liber 1195, Page 631,
Tuscola County Records, on
which Mortgage there is
claimed to be due as of Febru-
ary 5, 2020, the sum of Two
Hundred Forty-Two Thousand
One Hundred Seventy-Six and
55/100 Dollars ($242,176.55),

including interest at the rate of
Twelve and One-Half Percent
(12.5%) per annum. The Mort-
gage Electronic Registration
Systems (MERS) is not a fore-
closing party. Under the power
of sale contained in said Mort-
gage and the statute in such case
made and provided, notice is
hereby given that said Mortgage
will be foreclosed by a sale of
the mortgaged premises, or
some part of them, at public
vendue at the front entrance of
the Courthouse in the City Caro,
Tuscola County, Michigan at
10:00 o’clock A.M., local time,
on THURSDAY, APRIL 9,
2020. Said premises are situated
in the Township of Indianfields,
Tuscola County, Michigan, and
are described as: Land in the
Township of Indianfields,
County of Tuscola, State of
Michigan Parcel 2: A parcel of
land in the Northeast one-quar-
ter of Section 27, Town 12
North, Range 9 East, Indian-
fields Township, Tuscola
County, Michigan, described as
follows: Beginning at a point on
the East line of said Section
which is 600.00 feet, South 00
degrees 40 minutes 42 seconds
West of the Northeast corner of
said Section; thence continuing
South 01 degrees 40 minutes 42
seconds West on said East sec-
tion line, 325.42 feet; thence
North 89 degrees 15 minutes 51
seconds West 573.45 feet;
thence North 01 degrees 43
minutes 57 seconds East 338.89
feet; thence South 87 degrees
55 minutes 01 seconds East par-
allel with said North section line
573.06 feet to the point of be-
ginning, subject to highway use
of the East 33.00 feet which lies
along and adjacent to said East
section line and subject to any
easements of record. Parcel 3: A
parcel of land in the Northeast
one-quarter of Section 27, Town
12 North, Range 9 East, Indian-
fields Township, Tuscola
County, Michigan, described as
follows: Beginning at a point on
the East line of said Section
which is 925.42 feet, South 00
degrees 40 minutes 42 seconds
West of the Northeast corner of
said Section; thence continuing
South 01 degrees 40 minutes 42
seconds West on said East sec-
tion line, 398.98 feet to the
North one-eighth line of said
Section; thence North 87 de-
grees 54 minutes 10 seconds
West on said North one-eighth
line 573.75 feet; thence North
01 degrees 43 minutes 57 sec-
onds East 385.38 feet; thence
South 89 degrees 15 minutes 51
seconds East 573.45 feet to the
point of beginning. Subject to
highway use of the East 33.00
feet which lies along and adja-
cent to said East section line and
subject to any easements of
record. Commonly known as:
2560 Mertz Road, Caro, MI
48723 including adjacent va-
cant parcel. Tax ID No. Parcel
2:013-027-200-0100-02 Tax ID
No. Parcel 3: 013-027-200-
0100-03 The redemption period
shall be six (6) months from the
date of such sale. If the prem-
ises are sold at the above-de-
scribed mortgage foreclosure
sale, under the provisions of
M.C.L.A. 600.3278 the Mort-
gagor will be held responsible
to the person who buys the
property at the mortgage fore-
closure sale or to the Mortgage
holder for damaging the prem-
ises during the redemption pe-
riod. CHEMICAL BANK 2301
W. Big Beaver Road, Ste. 525
Troy, MI 48084-3320 KUS,
RYAN & ASSOCIATES, PLLC
MICHAEL J. RYAN, ESQ. At-
torney for Mortgagee 2851
High Meadow Circle., Ste. 120
Auburn Hills, MI 48326-2790
(248)364-3090

3-11-4

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
BY ADVERTISEMENT

Notice is given under section
3212 of the revised judicature
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL
600.3212, that the following
mortgage will be foreclosed by
a sale of the mortgaged prem-
ises, or some part of them, at a
public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash or cashier's
check at the place of holding the
circuit court in Tuscola County,
starting promptly at 10:00 a.m.
on April 16, 2020. The amount
due on the mortgage may be
greater on the day of the sale.
Placing the highest bid at the
sale does not automatically en-
title the purchaser to free and
clear ownership of the property.
A potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county reg-
ister of deeds office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge a fee for this

information.

Name of Mortgagor(s): Joel J.
Stoick, an unmarried individual
Name of Mortgagee: Independ-
ent Mortgage Co. East MI,
which became Independent
Mortgage Co., a dissolved
Michigan corporation, and suc-
cessor-by-merger to Independ-
ent Mortgage Co. East MI, as
assigned to Independent Bank,
a Michigan banking corporation
Name of Foreclosing Assignee:
Independent Bank

Mortgage Date: March 6, 2000
Mortgage Recording Date: Au-
gust 22, 2000

Mortgage Recording Informa-
tion: Liber 808, Page 1415
Assignment Recording: Liber
01440, Page 848

Amount claimed due on date of
this notice: $34,982.12

Interest Rate on date of this no-
tice: 6.375% variable

The property to be sold is lo-
cated in the Township of Juni-
ata, County of Tuscola,
Michigan and is described as:
The E 5 acres of the SE 1/4 of
the NW 1/4 of Section 23,
T12N, R8E, Juniata Twp., Tus-
cola Co., Michigan.
Street Address: 3750 Densmore
Road, Caro, MI 48723
The redemption period will ex-
pire twelve (12) months after
the date of the foreclosure sale,
unless the property is deter-
mined abandoned under MCL
600.3241a, in which case the re-
demption period will expire 30
days after the date of the fore-
closure sale, or when the time to
provide notice under MCL
600.3241a(c) expires,
whichever is later.
Attention homeowner: If you
are a military service member
on active duty, if your period of
active duty has concluded less
than 90 days ago, or if you have
been ordered to active duty,
please contact the attorney for
the party foreclosing the mort-
gage at the telephone number
stated in this notice.
Under MCL 600.3278 the bor-
rower will be held responsible
to the person who buys the
property at the mortgage fore-
closure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the prop-
erty during the redemption pe-
riod.
This firm is a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt. Any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
SMITH, MARTIN, POWERS
& KNIER, P.C.
Dated: March 9, 2020
By: Henry L. Knier, Jr
(P46393)
Attorney for Independent Bank,
Mortgagee
900 Washington Ave., P.O. Box
219
Bay City, MI 48707 - (989)
892-4574

3-18-4

Mortgagee SHAHEEN, JA-
COBS & ROSS, P.C. By:
Michael J. Thomas, Esq. Attor-
neys for Mortgagee 615 Gris-
wold Street, Suite 1425 Detroit,
Michigan 48226-3993 (313)
963-1301

Notice of Foreclosure by Ad-
vertisement. Notice is given
under section 3212 of the re-
vised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212,
that the following mortgage will
be foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some
part of them, at a public auction
sale to the highest bidder for
cash or cashier’s check at the
place of holding the circuit
court in Tuscola County, start-
ing promptly at 10:00 AM, on
April 16, 2020. The amount due
on the mortgage may be greater
on the day of the sale. Placing
the highest bid at the sale does
not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear own-
ership of the property. A poten-
tial purchaser is encouraged to
contact the county register of
deeds office or a title insurance
company, either of which may
charge a fee for this informa-
tion.

MORTGAGE: Mortgagor(s):
William Anthony, a married
man Original Mortgagee: Mort-
gage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. ("MERS"), solely
as nominee for lender and
lender's successors and assigns
Date of mortgage: July 6, 2011
Recorded on July 12, 2011,
Liber 1225, on Page 1290,
Foreclosing Assignee (if any):
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
Amount claimed to be due at
the date hereof: Fifty-Four
Thousand Seven Hundred
Sixty-Two and 35/100 Dollars

($54,762.35) Mortgaged prem-
ises: Situated in Tuscola
County, and described as: Be-
ginning at a point that is 204.55
feet South 0 degrees 31 minutes
East along centerline of 4th
Street and 257.70 feet North 77
degrees 09 minutes West of an
Iron at intersections of center-
line of 4th and Center streets
thence North 12 degrees 58
minutes East 169.90 feet to a
Southerly line of Center Street,
North 76 degrees 45 minutes
West  182.30 feet along
Southerly line of Center Street,
South 12 degrees 58 minutes
West 172.30 feet, South 77 de-
grees 09 minutes East 182.30
feet to place of beginning. Part
of the Southwest 1/4 of Section
28 of Township of Tuscola,
Town 11 North, Range 7 East.
Commonly known as 8949 Van
Cleave Rd, Vassar, MI 48768
The redemption period will be 6
months from the date of such
sale, unless abandoned under
MCL 600.3241a, in which case
the redemption period will be
30 days from the date of such
sale, or 15 days from the MCL
600.3241a(b) notice, whichever
is later; or unless extinguished
pursuant to MCL 600.3238.

If the above referenced property
is sold at a foreclosure sale
under Chapter 32 of Act 236 of
1961, under MCL 600.3278, the
borrower will be held responsi-
ble to the person who buys the
property at the mortgage fore-
closure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the prop-
erty during the redemption pe-
riod. Attention homeowner: If
you are a military service mem-
ber on active duty, if your pe-
riod of active duty has
concluded less than 90 days
ago, or if you have been ordered
to active duty, please contact the
attorney for the party foreclos-
ing the mortgage at the tele-
phone number stated in this
notice. Lakeview Loan Servic-
ing, LLC Mortgagee/Assignee
Schneiderman & Sherman P.C.
23938 Research Dr, Suite 300
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
248.539.7400

3-18-4

Attention homeowner: If you
are a military service member
on active duty, if your period of
active duty has concluded less
than 90 days ago, or if you have
been ordered to active duty,
please contact the attorney for
the party foreclosing the mort-
gage at the telephone number
stated in this notice.

Notice of foreclosure by adver-
tisement. Notice is given under
section 3212 of the revised ju-
dicature act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.3212, that the
following mortgage will be
foreclosed by a sale of the mort-
gaged premises, or some part of
them, at a public auction sale to
the highest bidder for cash or
cashier’s check at the place of
holding the circuit court in Tus-
cola County, starting promptly
at 10:00 AM on APRIL 23,
2020. The amount due on the
mortgage may be greater on the
day of the sale. Placing the
highest bid at the sale does not
automatically entitle the pur-
chaser to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. A potential
purchaser is encouraged to con-
tact the county register of deeds
office or a title insurance com-
pany, either of which may
charge a fee for this informa-
tion.

Default has been made in the
conditions of a mortgage made
by John H. Berlin a single man
and Kathy Maize a single
woman, joint tenants with full
rights of survivorship, to Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A., Mortgagee,
dated September 20, 2006 and
recorded September 27, 2006 in
Liber 1097, Page 54 Tuscola
County Records, Michigan.
Said mortgage is now held by
Citibank, N.A., as trustee for
CMLTI Asset Trust, by assign-
ment. There is claimed to be
due at the date hereof the sum
of Seventy-Five Thousand
Seven Hundred Fifty-Eight and
9/100 Dollars ($75,758.09), in-
cluding interest at 2.125% per
annum.

Under the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage and the
statute in such case made and
provided, notice is hereby given
that said mortgage will be fore-
closed by a sale of the mort-
gaged premises, or some part of
them, at public vendue at the
place of holding the circuit
court within Tuscola County,
Michigan at 10:00 AM on
APRIL 23, 2020.

Said premises are located in the
Township of Vassar, Tuscola

County Michigan, and are de-
scribed as:
Commencing at a point 20 rods
North of the Northwest corner
of the Southwest 1/4 of the
Southwest 1/4 of Section 25,
Township 11 North, Range 8
East, thence East 330 feet;
thence South 280.50 feet;
thence West 330 feet; thence
North 280.50 feet to the point of
beginning.
6851 Sheridan Road, Vassar,
Michigan 48768
The redemption period shall be
6 months from the date of such
sale, unless determined aban-
doned in accordance with
MCLA §600.3241a, in which
case the redemption period shall
be 30 days from the date of such
sale.
If the property is sold at foreclo-
sure sale, pursuant to MCL
600.3278, the borrower will be
held responsible to the person
who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale or to
the mortgage holder for damage
to the property during the re-
demption period.
Dated: March 25, 2020
File No. 20-002618
Firm Name: Orlans PC
Firm Address: 1650 West Big
Beaver Road, Troy MI 48084
Firm Phone Number: (248)
502.1400

3-254

Notice of Foreclosure by Ad-
vertisement. Notice is given
under section 3212 of the re-
vised judicature act of 1961,
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212,
that the following mortgage will
be foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some
part of them, at a public auction
sale to the highest bidder for
cash or cashier’s check at the
place of holding the circuit
court in Tuscola County, start-
ing promptly at 10:00 AM, on
May 21, 2020. The amount due
on the mortgage may be greater
on the day of the sale. Placing
the highest bid at the sale does
not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear own-
ership of the property. A poten-
tial purchaser is encouraged to
contact the county register of
deeds office or a title insurance
company, either of which may
charge a fee for this informa-
tion. MORTGAGE: Mort-
gagor(s): John H. Berlin, a
single man Original Mortgagee:
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. Date of mort-
gage: October 24, 2001
Recorded on January 4, 2002,
Liber 854, on Page 663, and
modified on September 1, 2011,
recorded November 14, 2011, in
Liber 1234, on Page 1250,
Foreclosing Assignee (if any):
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint
Mortgage Servicing Amount
claimed to be due at the date
hereof: Forty-Nine Thousand
Six Hundred Eighty-Nine and
36/100 Dollars ($49,689.36)
Mortgaged premises: Situated
in Tuscola County, and de-
scribed as: Commencing at a
point 20 rods North of the
Northwest corner of the South-
west 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of
Section 25, Town 11 North,
Range 8 East; thence East 330
feet; thence South 280.50 feet;
thence West 330 feet; thence
North 280.50 feet to the point of
beginning. Commonly known
as 6851 Sheridan Road, Vassar,
MI 48768 The redemption pe-
riod will be one year from the
date of such sale, unless aban-
doned under MCL 600.3241a,
in which case the redemption
period will be 30 days from the
date of such sale, or 15 days
from the MCL 600.3241a(b)
notice, whichever is later; or un-
less extinguished pursuant to
MCL 600.3238. If the above
referenced property is sold at a
foreclosure sale under Chapter
32 of Act 236 of 1961, under
MCL 600.3278, the borrower
will be held responsible to the
person who buys the property at
the mortgage foreclosure sale or
to the mortgage holder for dam-
aging the property during the re-
demption period. Attention
homeowner: If you are a mili-
tary service member on active
duty, if your period of active
duty has concluded less than 90
days ago, or if you have been
ordered to active duty, please
contact the attorney for the
party foreclosing the mortgage
at the telephone number stated
in this notice. NewRez LLC
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Serv-
icing Mortgagee/Assignee
Schneiderman & Sherman P.C.
23938 Research Dr, Suite 300
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
248.539.7400

1413962
3-254
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Transit (tnonbllii(; @eal Estate For Relﬂ C Services )
i,lvis: ()15 0: silesss i $5.00 SALT FREE iron conditioners
each insertion,r f:ld— APARTMENT and water softeners, 24,000 Dave N e Pro Wall 2 Wall
.. ° FOR RENT grain, $750. In-home service on y Cleaning C
ditional words 15 all brands. Credit cards ac- o emp sy
cents each. Thl:ee 2 BEDROOM cepted. Call Paul’s Pump Re- Bullder g e &52“",’113 _
weeks for the price DOWNSTAIRS pair, 673-4850 or 800-745-4851 * New Construction ting & Cooling Wbt ST EEEDER
of 2-cash rate. Save APARTMENT for free analysis.  8-9-25-tf * Additions - Central A/IC (989) 262-0444
money by enclosing * Remodeling - Gas & Oil Furnaces T S;:fl::s"t"
cash with mail or- COMPLETELY * Pole Buildings * Mobile Home Furnace Basodut o Cas Gy o
ders. Rates for dis- g *Sales & Service ., vith this ad!
pl ay' want ads on REMODELED KIRBY VACUUM - Do you want * Roofing -
application. No pets, No Smoking | Your carets to be clean & free of « * Siding % HEATING Customized -
dirt and dust? Try our new 100 year State License and cleaning to fit
(‘General Merchandise ) Call 872-3315 anniversary vacuum sweeper. Man- (989) 872'46&ng AIR vour needs and
Ask for Bud. ufactured in Cleveland, Ohio. This CONDITIONING "specifications
SPRING PUPPIES FOR carpet sweeper is made and built in Paul L. Brown
SALE - Yorkie/chihuahau prvm the USA ensuring quality, reliability Owner Cleaning Hours:
3 F ) . tate Licensed i
mix, 7 weeks old. Good ( acilities For Renﬂ and performance. Used Vacuums - /Zéf? ,é’ : é Y e HOURiMERGENCYSERVICE by appoitment Phone Hours:
rices for good homes. Call . Z Tuesday-Thursda
889-25 4. 4‘(’;11 : VFW HALL - weddings, Kirby, Eureka, wet & dry, Sears, CALL P Af%nday-Sagturday
’ 3.18.» Darties, funeral, dinners. ftank Oreck etc. Warranty 90 days. - - Fiyy  Saturd am.-opam
2-3-18-2 Please call 989-8731_2933.& KIRBY VACUUM OF g AD A)}(IE Scott M. Bel“lan, 989-872 27ii 4pm.-8pm. Wafn-urog%.m.
GET RESULTS - Call 872- 7 (located across from the Franklin DDS, MS
2010 to place your adver- Services ) Inﬁoélgglzg;‘s;;gg ngggag;}x%g ; | g fr N - o -.=
tisement here. 8-1-8-tf ca =207-1902, 765-291- 118 North Hanselman St. d B b
PAUL’S PUMP REPAIR - Water  for repairs, parts or service. | e eau len 1
pump and water tank sales. In- §-12-17-4f Bad Axe, M 48413 0 i
EHRLICH’S home service. Credit cards ac- N AW el‘Vlce
AI\:EQI%SA N cepted.  Call 6734850 or | Ken Martin ) ~ | i = : :
800-745-4851 anytime. Electric 1 ¥ D ]
MADE 8.0.05.4f ’ A1 sl B CALL Blaine I
Inc. [ EBTL’RE?RE‘W,_
US -STATE-WORLD | ELECTRICMOTOR  and Homes - Farms B : (9 89) 670 6700 :
MILITARY - POW power tolgérepair, 8am. to5 Cﬁ]rg:‘sf;gf' b s e e e e . o o s ma12-10-t1
: , IS)T Zlvee Ja}}lls’ %la - 'lt/(;;nogln STATE LICENSED 989.269.6811
Bill Ehrlich, Jr. cturday. Jobn Blat, S mil ot donscom Send Letters to the Editor to
west of M-53 on Sebewaing WWW, i . .
989-977-1231 Road. Phone 260-7909 or 989- | Phome 872-4114 Cass City Chronicle
srang|  333-7960. 8-12-13-tf 881041 8-6-11-52 PO. Box 11 5, Cass Cllj/'
¢ Automotive ) ( Services )
N LADNER Y NAEGELE & SONS EXCAVATION | | \irx pE'S LAWN SERVICE
' GMC BAD AXE =T M A AT B oA
| Domn Ouvry BASEMENTS, SEPTICS, 25 Years | Spring & Fall Clean-up
— — DRIVEWAYS & MORE! of experience
2016 Chevy Equinox FWD FULL SITE PACKAGES ém;}.{? Moz.:;rng . T}";","Chf;fg
olling » Edging * Fertilizing
$I 3’ 750 NO JOB TOO SMALL Shrub & Small Tree Trimming
CALL DON FOR DETAILS Jeff Naegele

“l can find you exactly what you’re looking for!”
Call Don for lease specials on NEW vehicles &
more details on USED vehicles at (989) 269-6401.

( Real Estate for Sale )

ca 989-450-9960
orrice: 989-872-2248

Y&,
e

HOLLY COOPER

www.realestate-mls.com
hollycoopersells@gmail.com

T™~o

6451 Main 5t.
Cass City, Ml 48726
Fax: 989-872-2939

ELW&}O
e

JEAN BOARD
SALES ASSOCIATE
6451 ?:hm Slr:;t Just call Jean!

s T 989-233-5882 Q
X 989-872-2039  jeaneboard@gmail.com multiiiee
( Help Wanted )]
Accepting Applications

Tuscola County Medical Care Community
is accepting applications for the following positions:

Nurses- RN’s and LPN's - part time A shift (6:30am to 7pm) and
full and part-time positions available for B shift (6:30pm to 7am).

CNA's- 2nd and 3rd shift.
Applications may be completed at www.tcmcf.org

Applicants considered for
potential employment will be required to submit to a criminal back-
ground screening and pre-employment drug test.

11-3-18-2

4323 Krapf Rd., Cass City

989-325-5424 or 989-672-9373 m

Serving the
community
for more
than
45 years

we'r®

8-3-18-6

Mike Ware

ol Cell: (989) 912-0869

king ha
o WO rd fol. Yoo
OSENTOSKI

REALTY & AUCTIONEERING

=T

Cass City (989) 872-4377 ® Caro (989) 673-7777
Kingston (989) 683-8888 e¢ www.osentoski.net

3 bedroom, 2 full S
bath with semi-fin- P
ished basement.
Cape Cod style fas
home in the coun-

try. Open concept kitchen-main floor laundry-
main floor master bedroom-well maintained.
Large space in the basement. Furnace is up-
dated 7 years ago. Large yard with pole
barn/garage. 038-20-0040

REDUCED!!!

ThIS beautlful 3,100 sq. ft. Ranch sets on 4.12
- g u.,“ jj gorgeous wooded

attached
% 1garage also comes
with a 6 000 sq. ft. steel workshop, with a
heated paint booth, heated flooring, water
service, and very well insulated. 038-19-0135

-

Lola Flores
989-551-3577

989-550-3400

Marty Osentosk| Connle Osentoski
989-551-4695

Move In ready,
Very well main-
tained stick built B
home. Nearly 3F :
acres in country of bee— e e
Cass City with 3 bedroom , th. A full mostly fin-
ished basement, great for entertaining. Many updates
in recent years which include roof, windows, siding,
hot water heater, water pump and bladder tank. If
power ever goes out, no worries the Generic will kick
on and take over. The garage is a dream that fits 3
cars. 123-20-0012

CUSTOM BUILT HOME!!!

The home fea- [
tures 4 bedrooms, %
2 bathrooms, 2
kitchens, 2 living [&
rooms, 2 laundry | s = .
rooms. Home is well built and only 1 owner. Cus-
tom birch cabinets, Andersen windows, open lay-
out and a polebarn of every man’s dream. There
are groomed trails, a horseshoe pit, 2 bonfire
spots, camping area and 6.01 acres in the country,
yet not far from town. 038-20-0003

Beth Mellendorf
989-912-0055

Tavis Osentoski
989-551-2010

100% SUCCESS RATE - CALL OSENTOSKI’S TODAY!
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SLELEP DISORDERS
CENTER

March is National Sleep Awareness Month

Take a minute and look at your own sleep habits. If you're interested in
PICTURED ABOVE is Snickers and her buckling — learning about ways you can improve the quantity and quality of sleep, join
the Cass City Agriscience Program’s newest addition, us for one of our monthly CPAP Clinics:
born last week. Local teacher and FFA Advisor Heather

Middleton is keeping her students updated on their an- ) ;
imals via Facebook, where she has also asked her classes McLaren Caro Region McLaren Thumb Region

for name ideas. 2nd Thursday of every month 1st Thursday of every month
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

- N. Hooper St., Caro S. Van Dyke, Bad Axe
FFA animals safe, sound 401 R, Hooper S 1100 8. Van Dyke,

Board Room

Call (989) 672-5097 Call (989) 269-1507

week) to one 1 buckling. We (also) have five adult rabbits with five ba- for more information for more information
bies, so a total of 10; and two cows. The chickens went to a student’s
home.”
The decision to ensure all of the animals are well cared for came nat-
urally for Middleton, a lifelong Tuscola County resident who says
teaching agriscience has always been among her goals.
“I was the Tuscola County 4-H coordinator for eight years,” she said. '
“I left to pursue teaching and found a paraprofessional position at the
Tuscola Technology Center, where I worked as a paraprofessional in
agriscience and construction for a year and a half before coming to Cass
City.
“(This job) was an opportunity that I have always dreamed about,”
Middleton said. “Agriscience programs are designed to inspire youth
to pursue agricultural careers by teaching students about the many dif-
ferent aspects of agriculture, including large and small animals, leader- ) ®
ship, wildlife, horticulture and aquaculture. It is a passion and love of DOING WHAT S BE ST'
mine to open those doors for our youth.

“I love my job, I love my students, and I’m very passionate about live-
stock, so I feel the decision to take (the animals) home was easy.”

|\

Years

M(){),‘. Motor ‘:—‘,_“Ii‘“

Do you need | PREVIOUSLY OWNED ———

e —— N EW p——
2019 RAM REBEL collision work? 2014 GRAND CARAVAN
CREW 4X4 Ca"
AIpir?:gr:eoafkers Moore Motors
Spray in bedliner (800)516-6673
Very clean
Save over J

$10,200 trade only
H wan you 05ee STK #13197¢

2019 DODGE GRAND what we have to offer!
CARAVAN 10% OFF
7 Passenger any single repair to 3rd row seat

! keyless ent

Rear St‘jw-"'9° first time customers! 1| | sirius Sateliite
List Call us to schedule Very clean

o your appointment today! local

Now st trade only
$23,564 Ut have coupon STK #29406b

MON. & THURS. 8:30 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. | TUES., WED. & FRI. 8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. | SAT. 9:00 A.M. - 1:00 PM.

L1 Eo X o) & =N 725 W. Caro Rd. Caro, MI | WWW.THEMOOREAUTOGROUP.COM
Motors [l SERITRCIT L
—e— [Jeep

(800) 516-6673 memew O




