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Spring’s sweet bounty
Syrup season off to fast start, but concerns over
coronavirus cancel Battel’s annual open house

School serves up
800 meal kits for
students at home

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The spread of positive novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) cases in
Michigan prompted Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer Thursday night
to order the closure of all K-12
school buildings to students for
three weeks, effective Monday
(March 16) until Sunday, April 5.

School buildings are scheduled
to reopen on Monday, April 6.

In addition, Tuscola County
court officials announced plans
over the weekend to close all
county courts and offices within

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Take heart, winter-weary res-
idents of the Thumb; at least
two harbingers of spring are
here.
Aside from Daylight Savings

Time, which returned to Michi-
gan over the weekend, March
is a busy month in sugar

bushes across the state, where a
harvest of sweet sap is yielding
fresh batches of pure maple syrup
– an average of 90,000 gallons a
year statewide.

It’s spring’s typical weather pat-
tern of cold nights followed by
mild days that are vital to a suc-
cessful and bountiful harvest of
maple sap, according to members
of the Battel family, whose Cass

City area sugar bush has been
churning out the sap used to
create their trademark fresh,
pure maple syrup for 138
years.

Unfortunately, the family’s
tradition of hosting area resi-
dents to take part in this rite of
the season during an annual
open house won’t take place

Please turn to page 7.

Area voters support Biden,
approve millage proposals

Cass City twins boast GPAs of 4.11, 4.12

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Thumb voters followed their neighbors across Michigan in giv-
ing Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden a decisive vic-
tory over Bernie Sanders in last week’s presidential primary
election in Michigan.

The former vice president handily won the state’s Democratic
primary — the biggest delegate prize among the March 10 pri-
maries — winning more than 53 percent of the vote, with
Sanders garnering more than 36 percent.
As expected, President Donald J. Trump easily won the Repub-

lican primary, winning roughly 94 percent of the state vote.
In the Thumb, about 24 percent of 41,343 residents turned out

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 12.

Mary Muter Marla Muter

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

On the advice of the Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB),
the Cass City Board of Education canceled its regular monthly meeting
scheduled for Monday night.

But efforts to slow the spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in
Michigan weighs heavily on the minds of school Supt. Jeff Hartel, board
members and the entire staff.

While Cass City School officials have continued to keep up with the
new rules and restrictions coming out of Lansing at breakneck speed,
the district has managed to keep its focus on students, and that includes
working to ensure no youngster goes hungry during a state-ordered can-
celation of classes through early April.

Towards that end, district officials began offering free meal kits to
families with children Monday and plan to continue to do so during the
shutdown.
Cass City Food Service Director Shari Bock and her staff played a key

Please turn to page 7.

Cass City School officials suf-
fered a case of double vision in
determining the valedictorian and
salutatorian for the local Class of
2020.

Twin sisters Mary Muter and
Marla Muter, the daughters of
Dale and Catherine Muter, earned
the coveted titles.
Not only does this year mark the

first time in recent memory that

twins topped a graduating class in
Cass City, the sisters’ cumulative
grade point averages (GPAs) were
virtually identical – separated by
just one hundredth of a point —
with Mary posting a GPA of 4.12
and Marla, a 4.11.

This year’s honors-heavy class
also boasts two other seniors with
GPAs topping 4.0; Hailey Beck-
row and Hanna Dobson, who both

earned cumulative GPAs of 4.01.
Mary Muter, who plans to attend

the University of Michigan in the
fall, has been on the honor roll
throughout her high school career.
She has also been active in the
Cass City chapter of the National
Honor Society (NHS), student
council, Academic Games and 4-
H.

Her honors have included earn-
ing academic pins in a variety of
subjects, including algebra, biol-
ogy, English, Geometry, Spanish,
Anatomy, pre-calculus and litera-
ture. She earned academic varsity
letters in each of the past four
years.

In addition, she is an accom-
plished athlete, earning multiple
varsity letters in cross country and
field and track.

In cross country, she earned
Greater Thumb Conference sec-
ond team all-conference honors in
2017 and 2019, and all-conference
honorable mention in 2016 and

essary step to protect our kids, our
families, and our overall public
health,” Whitmer said last week as
she became one of at least 20 gov-
ernors across the nation to order
K-12 schools temporarily closed.
“I am working with partners
across state government to ensure
educators, parents, and students
have the support they need during
this time, and to ensure our chil-
dren who rely on school for meals
have access to food.
“I know this will be a tough time,

but we’re doing this to keep the
most people we can safe. I urge
everyone to make smart choices

nouncement, measures designed
to help slow the spread of novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) were
being implemented by area school
officials in the wake of last week’s
announcement that Michigan
health officials had confirmed the
state’s first cases of the virus.

In the Cass City Public Schools,

those measures had already in-
cluded postponement or cancella-
tion of field trips and a variety of
other activities. In addition, the
Michigan High School Athletic
Association (MHSAA) suspended
all winter sports tournaments in-
definitely.
Additional information, as it be-

comes available, will be posted on
the school district’s website at
www.casscityschools.org/coron-
avirus/.
Many of the nation’s colleges, in-

cluding those in Michigan, have
shifted to online learning.

Closer to home, Tuscola County

Local schools, county work to slow virus spread

Please turn to page 6.

Sheriff implements precautions at the

county jail; state officials ready to lift

weight restrictions to move supplies

more quickly.
See stories, page 7

the courthouse to the public start-
ing at the close of business today
(Wednesday) and continuing until
April 6.

And officials continue to an-
nounce new restrictions. Whitmer
announced Monday morning that
she planned to sign an executive
order temporarily shutting down
bars and restaurants across the
state, although carry-out and de-
livery services will be allowed to
continue. The order would also
impact fitness centers and other
“large places of assemblage.”   

The latest figures at press time
revealed a total of 53 confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in Michigan.

“This (closing schools) is a nec-

during this time and to do every-
thing they can to protect them-
selves and their families,” she
added.
“Closing our K-12 school build-

ings is the responsible choice that
will minimize the risk of exposure
for children, educators, and fami-
lies and mitigate the spread of
coronavirus,” said Michigan State
Supt. Michael Rice. “The Depart-
ment of Education will continue
to work closely with our partners
in state government to help our
students and educators in each
school district get through this
time. This is about protecting the
most people in Michigan.”

Even before Whitmer’s an-

A PAIR OF employees were startled, but no one was injured when a vehicle

crashed through the front of the Family Dollar Store in Cass City Monday morn-

ing. The accident, which damaged two large windows and metal window frames,

occurred at about 9:20 a.m., according to Cass City Police Chief Craig Haynes,

who reported the driver of a 2000 Volkswagon was pulling up to the store at 6094

Cass City Rd. when his foot became entangled between his brake and gas pedals.

The driver’s name was not released.
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2nd Marking Period
3rd Grade:  Derek Bowers, Axton
Hellebuyck, Brotey Hewitt, Au-
tumn Hoppe, StarAnn Miller,
Olivia Sheufelt*.
4th Grade:  Hailey Forman*,
Nolen Gruehn, Cailum Hewitt,
Hunter Mihacsi, Sierra Miller*,
Gavin Neal-Arnold, Madalyn
Rabun.
5th Grade:  Jessica Bowers*,
Wynter Brinkman*, Steven Hicks,
Hunter Hoppe*, 
Rylin LaCroix*, Mya Mc-
Creedy*, Faith Morrish*, Jayden
Prokop, Jessie Rolston, Ava
Sheufelt*.
6th Grade:  McKenzie Baker,
Aubrey Hellebuyck*, Brooklyn
Hunt, Logan Mihacsi.
7th Grade:  Danielle Hunt*, Lucas
McKnight*.
8th Grade:  Shelby Bowers*,
Karsyn Gruehn*, Hannah Wood. 
9th Grade:  Allison Haldane*,
Amber Haldane*, Dagon
LaCroix, Erin Morrish*, Emily
Schultz*.
10th Grade:  Haden Gruehn,
Madelyn Haldane*, Dana Mor-
rish*, Cydnee Waske.  
11th Grade:  Katriana Curtoys,
Boyd Evans*, Clay Evans*, Jame-
son McKnight*, Libby Ondra-
jka*, Andrew Partaka, Alivia
Roehrig*.
12th Grade:  Branden Fritz*, Car-
ley Haldane*, Chase Howard*,
Kaitlyn LaCroix, Madyson Men-
zel*, Andrew Roemer*, Hailey
Schave*. 

1st Semester
6th Grade:  McKenzie Baker,
Aubrey Hellebuyck*, Brooklyn
Hunt, Logan Mihacsi.
7th Grade:  Danielle Hunt*, Lucas
McKnight*.
8th Grade:  Shelby Bowers*,
Karsyn Gruehn*, Hannah Wood.
9th Grade:  Brianna Bergman, Al-
lison Haldane*, Amber Haldane*,
Dagon LaCroix*, Erin Morrish*,
Emily Schultz*.
10th Grade:  Haden Gruehn,
Madelyn Haldane*, Dana Mor-
rish.
11th Grade:  Katriana Curtoys,
Boyd Evans*, Clay Evans, Jame-
son McKnight*, Hunter Meier,
Libby Ondrajka*, Alivia Roehrig.
12th Grade:  Branden Fritz*,
Aaliyah Gonzales, Carley Hal-
dane*, Kaitlyn LaCroix, Madyson
Menzel*, Andrew Roemer*.
*DENOTES ALL A’S

SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-
dents of the month for March is
being a “Critical, Creative
Thinker”.  A student who is a crit-
ical, creative thinker identifies
problems, collects information,
and organizes, compares and con-
trasts data.  The student also forms
opinions, develops strategies to
solve problems, and evaluates
their conclusion.  

The following students have
been chosen: Wynter Brinkman,
fifth grade (elementary level),
daughter of Matthew and Cather-
ine Brinkman; Shelby Bowers,

Owen-Gage announces students of month
eighth grade (junior high level),
daughter of Todd and Janice Bow-
ers; Allison Haldane, ninth grade
(high school level), daughter of
Robert and Patty Haldane; and
Andrew Roemer, twelfth grade
(senior student), son of Matthew
and Angie Roemer. 

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Andrew Roemer.  Roemer has
been a member of the band each
year, in which he plays the alto
saxophone.  As a senior, he is also
a member of the school’s jazz
band.  He has participated in
Solo/Ensemble each year and was
chosen to participate in the Tri-
County Honors Band this year.
Roemer has been a member of the
Huron County Youth Advisory
Committee all through high
school.  He has also been a mem-
ber of the Vex Robotics team for
Owen-Gage as well as for the
Huron ISD.

Roemer has been a member of
the National Honor Society since
his sophomore year.  He has been
on the honor roll and a member of
the 3.0 Honors Club each year.
He served as class representative
to the student council his fresh-
man year.  As a sophomore, he
served on the PAC (Post-Sec-
ondary Action Council) Squad
and served as his class vice-presi-
dent.  Roemer was a homecoming

Wynter Brinkman

Shelby Bowers

class representative two years and
a snowball class representative
three years.  The past two years he
has been enrolled in the Mechani-
cal, Architecture, Engineering and
Design program at the Huron Area
Technical Center.
Roemer is very active in his
church.  He has been the Nazarene
Youth International President the
past three years, has provided
music at his church, participated
in Mission Outreach, and was a
church board member/trustee.
Roemer has also volunteered at
Lions Club breakfasts, senior cit-
izens’ breakfasts/lunches, and at
blood drives sponsored by the Na-
tional Honor Society.  He has
worked at Scheurer Family Phar-
macy in Pigeon the past two years.   

Roemer is the son of Matthew
and Angie Roemer of Owendale.
He plans on attending Lake Supe-
rior State University in the fall to
pursue a degree in wildlife biol-
ogy.

Allison Haldane

Andrew Roemer

O-G officials name 
honor roll students
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Can trees be happy?

CossM@Michigan.gov.
Whether they are happy or not, there can never

be enough trees, especially with the wildfires
that have been making the news.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Do trees and clouds really have feelings? Can
they feel sadness or joy?
That question has been in the back of my mind

ever since I saw my first television show years
ago about a guy painting and talking about mak-
ing happy trees with his paint brush.

Bob Ross a was painter, art instructor and tel-
evision host in the 1980s and 90s. He shared his
love for painting and the environment with mil-
lions of viewers in the program, “The Joy of
Painting” on public television. He was known
for simple brushstrokes that brought gorgeous
landscapes – full of happy little trees – to life on
canvas.

Bob Ross Inc. is partnering with the U.S. For-
est Service Great Lakes Restoration Initiative in
conjunction with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources’ (DNR) Happy Little Trees
program. The aim of the program is to help state
park campgrounds recover from invasive forest
pests and diseases, such as emerald ash borer
and oak wilt, that damage and kill trees.
The DNR is hosting a Bob Ross-themed virtual

5-K race. According to the event’s billing, it
doesn’t matter if you walk, run, or hike, any
place outdoors will do for the event as long it is
done between April 17 and April 26.
I applaud Michigan for embracing Ross’ enthu-

siasm for trees.
Although I didn’t see it, I was told there was a

billboard in Huron County, near the Port Cres-
cent State Park, last summer that promoted Bob
Ross and the DNR’s Happy Little Trees pro-
gram.
While placing paint here and there, Bob would

often note the technique was ideal for painting
“happy little trees.”
I think that marketing technique for helping the

environment is a great idea.
Whenever I do any of my art projects, I often

think of Bob. I silently thank him for making
painting fun and interesting, and remember how
upbeat he was about everything.
The cost to participate in the upcoming virtual

5-k race is $34 per person, with about $10 from
each registration going towards planting “happy
little trees” in Michigan’s state parks.
Each participant will be shipped a Happy Little

T-shirt, a commemorative bib and a medal.
To sign up, contact Michelle Coss via email at
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The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Prevent potential
tip-over accidents

Many useful and seemingly harmless items in our
homes – televisions, furniture and appliances, for exam-
ple – also have the potential to cause serious injuries,
especially among children.
In fact, every three weeks a child dies from a television

tipping over, and an estimated 71 children are injured or
killed every single day when a piece of furniture, a TV,
or an appliance falls on them.

A television tipping over from an average size dresser
falls with thousands of pounds of force. The impact is
like being caught between two NFL linemen colliding at
full-speed – 10 times – according to a Consumer Pro-
tection Safety Commission report, which notes a child in
the United States goes to the emergency room every 24
minutes due to tip-over incidents involving furniture or
a TV.
The youngsters who survive these accidents may be left

with severe and debilitating lifelong injuries.
The numbers are sobering, particularly when you con-

sider that all of these accidents can be prevented.
That’s why the Injury and Violence Prevention Unit of

the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) encourages residents to keep their loved ones
safe by taking some simple steps to avoid accidents.

Incidents of tip-over injuries and related deaths have
increased over the past ten years by 31 percent, accord-
ing to officials with the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services.
In the United States, thousands of injuries are reported

annually among children ages 17 and under due to tel-
evision, furniture and appliance tip-overs.

The good news is there are simple, preventive steps
everyone can take to ensure their homes are safe for peo-
ple of all ages, according to MDHHS officials, who rec-
ommend that homeowners and renters check their
furniture, appliances, and especially TVs to ensure they
are properly secured and anchored in place so that they
don’t pose a risk of tipping over.
It is estimated that only one in four adults anchors their

televisions.  Using furniture straps or a bracket to secure
heavy items is an easy way to protect everyone, espe-
cially curious youngsters.

For example, mount flat-screen TVs on a wall and put
older-style TVs on low, stable pieces of furniture. How-
ever, keep in mind that even lower pieces of furniture can
destabilize if they have drawers that can pull out, or if a
child tries to climb it.  Book shelves and any cabinets or
dressers with drawers should also be secured to a wall
with a brace or strap.

Child safety experts recommend that adults take a few
minutes to assess the stability of TVs and top-heavy fur-
niture in their homes, and then secure each one to pre-
vent an accident.

Visit the Safe Kids Michigan Coalition website at
www.michigan.gov/injuryprevention for information
about your local coalition and resources such as instruc-
tion videos, tip sheets, and even directions on how to re-
cycle your old TV.

Residents will also find more information and tips for
keeping their homes safe by visiting the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission www.cpsc.gov, and Safe Kids
Worldwide www.safekids.org.

It may sound cliché, but safety really is no accident.
Taking a few minutes and spending a few dollars could
save the life of a child who means everything to you.

The Cass City Chronicle received a pair of awards
in the 2019 Michigan Press Association Better News-
paper Contest.

Chronicle Editor Tom Montgomery’s photo of a
Blood Moon won first place out of 14 entries submit-
ted in the Weekly/News Media Class D Feature
Photo category. Montgomery was also awarded third
place in the Weekly Class D Best Editorial category
for his piece on the governor’s gas tax proposal,
Whitmer proposal too great a burden. There were 10
entries in that competition.

Members of the Montana Press Association re-
viewed 3,500 entries submitted by 106 Michigan
newspapers and individual members during this
year’s statewide competition.

Aside from the Better Newspaper Contest, the
Chronicle was recognized for its contribution to the
cover of the 2020-21 Michigan Press Association Di-
rectory, which features the work of four photogra-
phers whose pictures were selected to represent the
beauty of the state’s four seasons. Montgomery’s
photo of a tree in the Deford area, bursting with vivid
orange and red colors, was chosen to represent fall in
Michigan.

**********

If you have business in the Tuscola County Court-
house in the near feature, please note by administra-
tive order of the Chief Judge Amy Grace Gierhart,
the Tuscola County Courthouse, including the
Courts, the Friend of the Court office, and the County
Clerk’s Office, will be closed to the public at the
close of business today (Wednesday, March 18) until
Monday, April 6 due to the coronavirus. 
Also, all jury trials during this time period have been

adjourned and the March jury panels for Circuit
Court and District Court have been dismissed and
will not have to report. April jurors for Circuit Court
can call (989) 672-3770 for undated information
about their services. April jurors for District Court
can call (989) 763-5899 for updated information
about their service.

Information regarding continuation of operations
while the Courthouse is closed to the public is avail-
able on www.tuscolacounty.org.

Information regarding the County Clerk’s Office
continuation of operations can be found at www.tus-
colacounty.org or by calling (989) 672-3780.

**********     

Three quick myths and facts about COVID-19.

MYTH 
Wearing a mask will protect me from the virus.

FACT
Unless you have been told by your doctor that you
should wear a mask because of a chronic medical
condition, masks are not necessary. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention recommends that
only people having symptoms such as coughing,
sneezing or a runny nose should wear a mask. This
will help effectively prevent the spread of COVID-
19. Healthy people do not require a mask. 

MYTH 
COVID-19 is a bigger risk to our health than the flu.

FACT
Influenza (also known as the flu), has a much bigger
impact on the United States than COVID-19 cur-
rently. So far this season, 22 million people have been
affected by it and over 15,000 have died from the flu.
It is expected that flu transmission will continue until
mid-March.
Vaccination, hand-washing and avoiding ill persons
will help protect you from the flu. If you get the
flu, schedule an appointment with your primary care
doctor. Medications such as Tamiflu ® can be used
for treatment, particularly if you are older or have un-
derlying illnesses.

MYTH 
Pets can carry and spread COVID-19.

FACT
At present, there is no evidence that any animals, in-
cluding domestic pets, can be infected by or spread
the virus. However, according to the CDC, since an-
imals can spread other diseases to people, it’s always
a good idea to wash your hands after being around
animals.
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Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Codi L. Giddings, 27, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to charges of
first degree home invasion, use of
a computer to commit a crime and
assault with intent to do great bod-
ily harm less than murder Nov. 29
in Juniata Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was re-
voked and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Eric S. Bomsta, 45, Flint,
pleaded guilty to attempted as-
saulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer Oct. 23 in Caro.

He was immediately sentenced,
with the court ordering him to
serve 63 days in the county jail.
He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $185.

*David C. Knight, 53, Milling-
ton, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail following his pleas of no con-
test to two counts of assault with
intent to do great bodily harm less
than murder between May 14 and
May 22 in Millington Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 24 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $326.

*Jason J. Flum, 46, Clinton
Township, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following his pleas
of no contest to fleeing a police
officer, operating an ORV at an
unreasonable speed, and assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a po-
lice officer April 8 in Wells
Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,626.
*James L. Swinton Jr., 47, Vas-

sar, pleaded guilty to welfare
fraud involving more than $500
between Feb. 9, 2015, and Jan. 31,
2017, in Tuscola County. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled. 

*Callie R. Csercsa, 25, Es-
sexville, pleaded no contest to ob-
taining land valued at $20,000 to
$50,000 by false pretenses and
fraud involving food stamps total-
ing more than $1,000. The defen-
dant was also convicted of being
an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Dennis P. Clara, 68, Caro,
pleaded no contest to malicious
destruction of property totaling
$1,000 to $20,000 Aug. 21 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was revoked and
the defendant was remanded to
the custody of the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jacinto D Aguilera, 35, Sebe-
waing, pleaded guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
Aug. 23 in Akron Township. The
defendant was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was revoked and
the defendant was remanded to
the custody of the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Justin A. Terbush, 30, Caro,
pleaded no contest to domestic vi-
olence, third offense, Nov. 16 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$4,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Michael A. Leverenz, 26,
Mayville, pleaded no contest to
assault with intent to do great
bodily harm less than murder, op-
erating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, and
domestic violence Nov. 29 in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Burton Colman, 66, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to carrying a
weapon with unlawful intent, pos-
session of a firearm by a felon,
possession of ammunition by a
felon and possession of a firearm
in the commission of a felony be-
tween Sept. 28 and Sept. 30 in
Tuscola Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Kayla R. Vandecar, 23, Caro,
pleaded guilty to delivery/manu-
facture of methamphetamine and
possession of methampheta-
mine/Ecstasy Nov. 5 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$2,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Audreanna M. Johnson, 26,
Caro, pleaded no contest to two
counts each of perjury during an
exam by a prosecuting attorney,
and delivery of a controlled sub-
stance to a minor between Aug.
25, 2014, and March 15, 2019, in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Richard B. Cayer, 50, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to carrying a
weapon with unlawful intent, as-
sault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) and reckless
use of a weapon Nov. 27 in Vassar
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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����		�� Sanilac drug team arrests pair
from Sandusky on meth charges

A traffic stop led to two arrests
on drug charges and a search war-
rant for the suspects’ home in
Sanilac County earlier this month.

“On Friday, March 6, the Sanilac
County Drug Task Force con-
ducted a traffic stop within the
city limits of Sandusky. During
the traffic stop, a quantity of crys-
tal methamphetamine was
seized,” Jim Johnson, drug task
force director, reported.

“Both occupants of the vehicle,
a 42-year-old male and 36 year-
old-female, both from Sandusky,
were arrested and lodged at the
Sanilac County Jail.”

“Following the traffic stop, a
search warrant was obtained for
their residence in the 400 block of
Woodland Drive in Sandusky,
(where) additional methampheta-
mine and paraphernalia related to
the sales of methamphetamine
was located,” Johnson said.

Both suspects were arraigned on
charges of possession with intent
to deliver methamphetamine, pos-
session of methamphetamine and
maintaining a drug house, and
both remained lodged on bond.

Johnson noted the county’s drug
team was assisted by the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department,
Sandusky Police Department,
Michigan State Police and St.
Clair County K-9 Unit.

�
��	����

������
��������������
�������

�������
������
#���������"���������
#������������
#������������������
#�	����������
������

������
#�������������
#�������������������
#������������
#������������������
#�	����������
������
#��� ������������� ������

�����������������
�������	��

�
��
���������������
������
�����)������	�����������������	���

�'�	##��'�%'&��"'!��$(��%"� &���������������
������������������!��������������������������������� ���������

�	��
�����

�	��
�����

�	��
�����

�	��
�����

�	��
���
����'$
����

������		
�������

	��
����
���
�������



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020

Down Memory Lane
by Tina PallasDarned if we do...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

The Huron County Sheriff’s De-
partment recently honored several
of its own during the department’s
annual staff meeting, including
Deputy Ryan Swartz, Lt. Josh
Powell, Cpl. Stephanie Voss, Sher-
iff Kelly J. Hanson, Undersheriff
Duane Miller, Deputy Dave Nav-
ock, Deputy Steve Bismack and
Deputy Matt Blaine.
Kristen R. Kawecki of Cass City

has been named to the Saginaw
Valley State University dean’s list
for the fall 2014 semester in recog-
nition of her high academic
achievement.  Kristen is a 2012
high honors graduate of Cass City
High School. Kristen is the daugh-
ter of Maureen and Mark
Kawecki. 

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

Cass City students whose essays
earned them the right to lay a
wreath at Arlington National
Cemetery this summer are Shania
Chambers, Brock Thane, Michael
Mulligan and Kristin Ewald. 

Audrey VanAuken was the win-
ner of the Kally Maharg Scholar-
ship, which will cover a portion of
her expenses to attend this year’s
eighth grade trip to Washington,
D.C.

You may not know Kay Warner,
but if you’ve ever attended Sum-
mer Mania in Cass City, or taken
part in any of the many Christmas
in the Village events, you’ve en-
joyed a taste of her talent. Warner
has served as administrator of the
Cass City Chamber of Commerce
since the position was created 8
years ago. Warner recently retired
from her job with the chamber, but
remains active as coordinator of
the Cass City Downtown Devel-
opment Authority and Economic
Development Corporation. 
Brandon Wyckoff of Kingston, a

sophomore majoring in computer
science, has been named to the
dean’s list for the fall semester at
Lake Superior State University,
Sault Ste. Marie. To be named to
the list, a student must achieve a
3.5 grade point average or higher.

Aaron Anthes and his cousin,
Justin Anthes, have spent the past
several months perfecting what
they’ve labeled the “Trail-Mate,
The Original Portable Game
feeder” The invention consists of
a 72-inch frame composed of
sturdy, 11-gauge steel that sup-
ports a 200-pound capacity plastic
barrel, which holds corn or any
other game feed. Anthes pointed
out that a built-in safety brake
winch is part of what sets his game
feeder apart from the standard, sta-
tionary feeder mounted on a steel
frame tripod.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Ed-
ward G. Schwartz, son of Margie
Muggue of Cass City, recently re-
ported for duty aboard the aircraft
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, homeported in Norfolk, Va.
The 1976 graduate of Cass City
High School joined the Navy in
October 1976. Petty Officer
Schwartz is also a 1984 graduate
of St. Leo’s College, Jacksonville,
Fla., with an associate of arts de-
gree. 

Sue Pawloski retired from the
Michigan Army National Guard
this month after 21 years of serv-
ice. The National Guard awarded
plaques to her as well as to her
family for their support of her mil-
itary career. 

The following women were
awarded Bowler of the Week hon-
ors for the month of February. For
the week ending Feb. 4 - Sue
Southworth, who bowled a 600 se-
ries at Almac Lanes on the Mon-
day Night Ladies’ League. Week
ending Feb. 11 - Joanne Stevens,
who bowled a 634 at Charmont
Lanes in Cass City on the Thurs-
day Morning Coffee League.

Ubly High School officials this
week announced the honor stu-
dents of the class of 1995. Jill and
Jennifer Trepkoski, daughters of
Joseph and Eileen Trepkoski of
Ubly, are the valedictorian and
salutatorian, respectively. Jill is
completing her high school career
with a grade point average of 3.98,
while Jennifer will graduate with
a 3.94 grade point average, school
officials said.

Joey and Mary Sue Decker,
Timmy and Danny Smith, Greg
and Kevin Bliss, Brian Klaus and
Dana Zdrojewski all helped Jon
Zdrojewski celebrate his fourth
birthday at a party held Thursday
afternoon, March 12, at the Zdro-
jewski home. Games were played
by the youngsters and ice cream
and cake were served.

James G. Heckman, Gagetown,
is one of 1,387 students to earn a
degree at the end of winter term at
Michigan State University. He re-
ceived a BA degree in business ad-
ministration. Exercises were held
Sunday, Mar. 15, at MSU Audito-
rium where Dr. William D. McEl-
roy, director of the National
Science Foundation, was the guest
speaker. Heckman is the son of
Mrs. Melvin Heckman and the late
Mr. Heckman of Gagetown. His
future business plans are indefi-
nite. Heckman is a 1965 graduate
of Owen-Gage High School.  
Two Cass City High School Sen-

iors will be honored as State Farm-
ers during Farmer’s Week at
Michigan State University next
week. The boys are Dave Milli-
gan, son of James A. Milligan, and
Dave Little, son of Keith Little.
The farm awards run in the fami-
lies of both boys. Milligan’s
brother, Bob, was a State Farmer
and Little’s dad was a State
Farmer and American Farmer.
Both Bob and Keith were State
FFA secretaries. State Farmers are
selected on the basis of their work
on farm projects and FFA work.
Dave earns about $500 a year with
his dairy cattle. He has 3 cows and
12 heifers. He rents 80 acres as
part of his project.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Beardsley of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment and coming marriage of their
daughter, Shirley Elizabeth, Ser-
geant in the United States Marine
Corps Woman’s Reserve, to
Archibald A. Stephenson, Jr., First
Lieutenant, United States Army.
The wedding date is set for Satur-
day, Apr. 7, at the Sutton
Methodist Church at Ellington.

Mr. and Mrs. John Zmierski of
Greenleaf township were made
happy by the visit of one of their
soldier sons, Pvt. Chester Zmier-
ski, home on a 15-day furlough
from Camp Joseph Robinson, Ark.
They have three more sons in the
service—Sgt. Ed Zmierski, who
after three months’ training at Jef-
ferson Barracks, Mo., went to
Australia nearly three years ago,
then to New Guinea and the
Philippines; Corp. Cassimer K.
Zmierski now in France and over-
seas two years; and Pfc. Sylvester
Zmierski in Texas over two years.

Mrs. DeEtte J. Mellendorf re-
ceived a letter Monday from her
son, Pfc. Perry Mellendorf, saying
that he had gone to a hospital in
the Philippine Islands to see Lt.
Col. Lee Wallace, son of Mrs. Vina
Wallace, of Grant, who was a pa-
tient there but not seriously ill. Pfc.
Mellendorf found Lt. Col. Wallace
asleep, woke him up and said to
him, “I bet you don’t know who I
am.” Lt. Col. Wallace said, “Like
heck I don’t!” They had a great
talk and the colonel asked about
Mellendorf’s; brother, Stanley, and
the rest of his family. Lt. Col. Wal-
lace told him that he tried twice to
find him when they were both sta-
tioned in Hawaii but one time he
had moved and the other time he
was on a detail, Pfc. Mellendorf
wrote that he was going to try to
spend a day with Lt. Col. Wallace
in the hospital again., Mothers of
the two boys are happy over the
sons’ meeting.

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Little Miss Catherine Todd cele-
brated her birthday on the same
day that St. Patrick did, so Satur-
day afternoon a number of her lit-
tle friends and her teacher, Miss
Hazel Hickey, gathered at her
home for a St. Patrick’s party. The
children played games and Mrs.
Murphy served a dainty lunch. 

Edwin R. Andrews has sold his
interest in the Elkland Milling Co.
to Roy M. Taylor of Grand Ledge,
who expects to move to Cass City
July 1 and assist his partner, Har-
vey Hyde, who has been associ-
ated with Mr. Andrews. Mr. Taylor
has been head miller in the Grand
Ledge mill for several years. 

35 YEARS AGO (1985) 

Jeff and Beth Mellendorf of Caro
announce the birth of a daughter,
Emily Eloise, born March 14. The
baby weighed six pounds and 10
ounces and was 19” long. Grand-
parents are Wayne and Helen Mel-
lendorf of Cass City and George
and Betty Abke of Caro. Great-
grandmother is Erma Mellendorf
of Owendale, and great-grandfa-
ther is Glen Churchill of Cass City. 

Celebrating the birthday Sunday
of Mrs. Pearl Hartwick with din-
ner at Wildwood Farms were Mr.
and Mrs. Ernest Nicol of Marlette,
Mrs. Hartwick and daughter, Vir-
ginia Greenlee of Argyle, Mr. and
Mrs. Max Agar and Mr. and Mrs.
Clayton Hartwick.

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas VanAllen
of Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Debi
Marie, to Craig Emke, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Chuck Emke of Sterling
Heights. Miss VanAllen is a 1976
graduate of Cass City High School
and is a cosmetologist in Lake
Orion. Emke works for GM as a
millwright. A June 29 wedding is
being planned.
Coaches of the Thumb B Associ-

ation volleyball teams selected the
annual all conference teams and
the undefeated Lakers landed three
of the six first team berths. Cass
City was represented by Julie
Miller on the first team and
Colleen Irrer and Julie Smith who
received honorable mention.

40 YEARS AGO (1980) 

Eleven persons celebrated the
birthday of Mrs. Gerald Stilson
Sunday with dinner in Bay City.
Present, besides Mr. and Mrs. Ger-
ald Stilson, were Mr. and Mrs.
Eldon Stilson and Bob Kitchen of
Caro, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Parrish
and children of Gagetown, Mary
and Jerri Stilson.

Mr. and Mrs. John Zinnecker,
who sold their 165-acre farm on
Schwegler Road to William Krohn
of Elkton, are moving this week to
their home on N. Seeger, pur-
chased from Mr. and Mrs. Willis
Campbell.
Billy Coston, construction super-

visor for General Telephone in
Cass City, recently completed a re-
fresher course in basic cable con-
struction at the company’s service
training center in Muskegon. Cos-
ton has held various craft positions
in his 11 years with the company
before becoming construction su-
pervisor. Coston, his wife Sharon,
and daughter Greta, 3, live on Her-
ron Drive.

Richard Hartwick received his
master’s degree in business ad-
ministration at Michigan State
University in commencement cer-
emonies marking the end of the
winter quarter. He is the son of
Laurence and Gloria Hartwick of
Cass City. He and his wife, Janet,
live in Haslett, near East Lansing.
A 1966 graduate of Cass City High
School, he received his bachelor’s
degree from Alma College in
1970. He then worked as an audi-
tor for a Detroit certified public ac-
counting firm and as comptroller
for Travco, a recreation vehicle
manufacturer in Mount Clemens,
before beginning his master’s de-
gree studies. He will now be work-
ing part-time at MSU on his
doctoral degree and be employed
part-time. He presently is editing a
textbook for an MSU professor,
his mother said. 

50 YEARS AGO (1970) 

Sandra “Sandy” Schuette, 19, en-
listed in the WAFT after she grad-
uated from Cass City High School
last spring to see the world. She
was accepted in November. After
four months in Air Force blue she
has seen a small slice of it, but she
is still determined that she will see
much more before her four-year
hitch is over. Tops on her list of
things to do -when she returns
from furlough to Lackland AFB in
Texas will be to apply for overseas
duty. This is my chance to see the
world and I’m going to see as
much as possible, she says with an
infectious smile. While things
aren’t exactly as she imagined
they would be Sandy has no re-
grets. I’ve already learned a lot,
met a host of wonderful new peo-
ple and am looking forward to
meeting more, she confides.

“The media is creating hysteria!”
“This coronavirus isn’t nearly as big a deal as the media is making it out to

be.”
“The media just wants everyone to panic.”

If you’ve been on Facebook or any other social networking site recently, chances
are good you’ve seen one of these comments or something similar since the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) took over the airwaves and headlines across the globe.
I’ve been a journalist for roughly 35 years now, so I’m not altogether surprised

with the “shoot the messenger” mentality some folks are embracing these days,
but it still irks me a little.
It’s easy to blame the media for store shelves emptied by selfish, ignorant indi-

viduals who are interested only in looking out for themselves, and for the reac-
tions of everyone from your neighbor down the street to government officials at
the local, state and national levels.

But is the media’s reporting of stories related to this new strain of coronavirus
really to blame for the reaction of readers and viewers?
Reminds me of centuries ago when I was a kid and I would get into a fight with

a sibling. Once confronted by my mother, my excuse was quite often something
like, “I pushed her because she made me so mad!” Mom’s answer was always
the same: “No one can make you angry – you allowed yourself to get angry.”

Even so, a number of people insist on accusing “the media” of blowing every-
thing out of proportion.
How do they know that? I mean, do we really know the full impact COVID-19

will have? What we do know is that tens of thousands of people have been sick-
ened worldwide. People are dying, and the experts are telling us that the only
way to slow that trend is to take decisive action.
Say what you want about journalists, but we didn’t close the schools; we didn’t

break your heart by taking away every form of sporting event known to man (for
a while); and we didn’t ruin your (or our) spring break vacations.
What most news outlets are doing is this: our best to inform the public by talking

to health experts, government officials, the schools, hospitals, etc., in order to
ensure everyone is on the same page with respect to the seriousness of a pandemic
and what we can all do to constructively and effectively address it.

Ironically, if we weren’t drowning citizens in reports surrounding this health
crisis, we would be accused of failing in our mission and in our responsibility to
the public we serve. 

Maybe, instead of blaming “the media”, people could stop posting photo after
photo of empty shelves in grocery stores (seems to me that’s a great way to create
hysteria).

Why not focus on sharing messages offering a little hope? How about a few
words encouraging all of us to support one another and to keep in mind that the
fear and anxiety and disappointments and boredom we’re all facing now – yes,
even journalists — isn’t going to last forever.

So, what can we do?
Pointing to the obvious will do for a start: yes, wash your hands thoroughly and

wash them often; practice social distancing, be ever mindful that the elderly and
those with compromised immune systems are the most vulnerable (in other
words, just because you don’t feel sick doesn’t mean you can’t infect someone
else). Stay informed.
COVID-19 is scary, but we can and will get through this. Together.
How we get through this will say a lot about us as people and our capacity to

demonstrate courage, compassion and understanding in the face of our fears.
Talk about a great story.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

for the election in Tuscola
County, where Biden received
more than 57 percent of the vote,
followed by 31.8 percent for
Sanders. The results in Huron
County revealed Biden easily
won Huron County with nearly 60
percent of the vote compared to
29.5 percent for Sanders, while
Sanilac County residents also fa-
vored Biden (57 percent) over
Sanders (31 percent).

Cass City area township offi-
cials were celebrating following
Tuesday’s election after residents
approved a number of millage re-
quests.
The results included:
*Elmwood Township – voters

said “yes” to the proposed re-
newal of 1.5 mills to preserve, im-
prove, repair and maintain
township roads. The final count
was 142 votes to 62 votes.

The request was composed of a
1.485-mill tax, plus an additional
.0015 of a mill to restore the rate
to the original 1.5-mill tax rate
previously authorized for 10
years.

The tax will remain in effect
through 2029 and generate
roughly $63,000 the first year. For
the owner of a home with a mar-

Continued from page one.

Voters support Biden, okay millage requests

ket value of $80,000, the millage
translates into about $60 annually.
*Kingston Township – Residents

approved a two-mill renewal re-
quest, 147 votes to 84 votes, for
road maintenance for the years
2021 through 2024.

The tax is expected to generate
about $71,900 the first year and
cost the owner of an $80,000
home roughly $80 per year.
*Novesta Township – Voters ap-

proved a two-mill increase for
four years for construction, recon-
struction, repair and maintenance
of roads in the township. The vote
was 146 votes to 118 votes.

Residents aren’t expected to see
a tax increase, because the town-
ship last year levied a pair of one-
mill taxes for roads and a
one-time, one-mill tax for ex-
penses related to roadside mow-
ing, for a total of three mills. Both
the roadside mowing millage and
one of the previously one-mill
taxes for road improvements have
expired, leaving the township with
three mills, all for roads, in the
coming year.

The two-mill millage approved
last week is expected to generate
about $73,615 the first year and
cost the owner of an $80,000
home $80 annually.

In Sanilac County, residents sup-

ported the renewal of a trio of
county-wide levies for various
services.

Voters renewed the county’s re-
cycling millage to its original rate
of .15 of a mill for four years, ef-
fective from 2020 to 2023, by a
vote of 5,857 to 2,193.

The tax costs the owner of a
home valued at $80,000 about $6
a year and will raise roughly
$245,072 in the first year. The
funding generated by the millage
is earmarked for recycling and
household hazardous waste col-
lection services only.

Residents approved the renewal
of .2 of a mill for four years, also
from 2020 through 2023, to fund
Sanilac County public libraries.
The final vote was 6,191 to 1,885.
The millage translates into an an-

nual tax of $8 for the owner of an
$80,000 home and generates
roughly $326,762.

Finally, residents renewed .2 of
a mill to fund medical emergency
services in the county for four
more years, from 2020 through
2023, by a vote of 6,805 to 1,276.
The millage covers a wide range

of emergency medical services
overseen by the Sanilac Medical
Control Board and raises about
$326,762 annually.

Continued from page one.

Schools closed to help slow spread of virus

school officials, including Cass
City Public Schools Supt. Jeff
Hartel, met Thursday with Ann
Hepfer, health officer for the Tus-
cola and Huron county health de-
partments, to discuss prevention
plans for the coronavirus and to
follow the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
guidance along with various other
public agencies to stay updated on
the status and spread of COVID-
19.    
“Tuscola County school districts

continue to monitor the coron-
avirus situation and take precau-
tionary measures to keep our
schools and communities safe,”
Hartel said.

“It is expected we will see more
cases of the coronavirus in Michi-
gan, and while we want our par-
ents, students and staff to be
aware, we don’t want to create a
panic.”

Preparation is also the focus at
Hills and Dales General Hospital
in Cass City, where officials have
been working to implement an ex-
ecutive order issued by the gover-
nor Friday related to non-hospital
personnel entering the hospital.

Under the state order, effective
through April 5, all health care fa-
cilities, residential care facilities,
congregate care facilities, and ju-
venile justice facilities must pro-
hibit any visitors that are not
necessary for the provision of
medical care, the support of activ-
ities of daily living, or the exercise
of power of attorney or court-ap-
pointed guardianship for an indi-
vidual under the facility’s care; are
not a parent, foster parent, or
guardian of an individual 21 years
old or younger who is under the
facility’s care; are not visiting an
individual under the facility’s care
that is in serious or critical condi-
tion or in hospice care; and are not
visiting under exigent circum-
stances or for the purpose of per-
forming official governmental
functions.
In addition, the facilities were re-

quired, as of Monday, to assess for
COVID-19 symptoms and risk
factors all individuals not under
their care who are seeking entry
into their facilities.

More information regarding the
policy at Hills and Dales is avail-
able by calling (989) 872-2121.

Courthouse closing

Following a weekend meeting,
Tuscola County Chief Judge Amy
Grace Gierhart issued a news re-
lease announcing the closure of
the courthouse in Caro, including
the courts, friend of the court of-
fice and county clerk’s office until
April 6.
All court staff will continue to re-

port to work and operations will
be continuing, according to the
news release, which encourages
residents with business at the
courthouse to check for additional
information by visiting the web-
site www.tuscolacounty.org or by
calling (989) 672-3772.

“All jury trials during this time
period have been adjourned, and

the March jury panels for circuit
court and district court have been
dismissed and will not have to re-
port,” Gierhart stated. “April ju-
rors for circuit court can call (989)
672-3770 for updated information
about their service. April jurors
for district court can call (989)
673-5899 for updated informa-
tion.”  

Slow the spread

State officials say they are
closely monitoring the spread of
the virus.
“Michiganders have been prepar-

ing for COVID-19 for weeks, in-
cluding by taking basic measures
such as washing their hands often,
covering their mouths and noses
when coughing or sneezing, and
staying home when they are sick,”
said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief
medical executive and chief
deputy for health for the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS).

“However, Michigan must take
further action to avoid a rapid in-
crease of cases in the state. Com-
munity mitigation strategies are
crucial to slowing the transmis-
sion of the virus in Michigan, par-
ticularly before a vaccine or
treatment becomes available.”
To slow the spread of COVID-19

in Michigan, health officials are
recommending the following mit-
igation measures:

*Learn about the signs and
symptoms of COVID-19, which
include fever, cough and difficulty
breathing.

*Stay home when you are sick,
and individuals at risk of severe
illness should consider staying at
home to avoid others who are
sick.

*Regularly clean and disinfect
frequently touched surfaces such
as doorknobs, keyboards, cell
phones and light switches.

*Communicate and reinforce
best practices for washing hands
and covering coughs and sneezes.
*Be sure to maintain a supply of

medications, food and other es-
sentials in your house.

*Cancel or postpone large gath-
erings, conferences and sporting
events (e.g. events with over 100
people).

*Reduce in-person gatherings
and activities, especially for or-
ganizations with individuals at

risk of severe illness. Consider of-
fering video or audio of events.

*Consider tele-learning or tele-
work opportunities, where feasi-
ble.
*Limit non-essential work travel.
*If you care for a loved one liv-

ing in a care facility, monitor the
situation, ask about the health of
the other residents frequently, and
know the protocol if there is an
outbreak.

*Limit visitors at hospitals and
other facilities to only those who
are absolutely necessary and im-
plement screening of visitors for
temperature and respiratory symp-
toms.

Information related to the
COVID-19 outbreak is changing
rapidly. The latest information is
available at Michigan.gov/Coron-
avirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) last week classified the
rapidly spreading coronavirus out-
break as a pandemic.
The CDC defines a pandemic as

a global outbreak of a new viral
form of illness. Pandemic ill-
nesses spread rapidly from person
to person and most don’t have
built-up immunity. The last global
pandemic declared was the H1N1
flu in 2009.

While the state is continuing to
implement new measures de-
signed to protect the public’s
health, Whitmer said Sunday that
officials are also working to pro-
tect consumers in light of reported
incidents of price-gouging by in-
dividuals and businesses.
Whitmer on Sunday said anyone

caught attempting to sell any
goods, material, emergency sup-
ply or consumer food item at a
mark-up of more than 20 percent
will be prosecuted.

“We take this order seriously,”
Michigan Attorney General Dana
Nessel said. “And we have seen a
dramatic increase in complaints
related to price-gouging and we
have taken action on those com-
plaints.”

Editor’s note: The MDHHS has
launched a statewide hotline to re-
spond to health-related questions
about COVID-19. Public health
and other experts will be available
via a hotline at 1-888-535-6136,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. seven days a
week.
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News briefs

A LARGE number of businesses in Tuscola County, as

well as the Tuscola County Economic Development Cor-

poration (EDC), will benefit from a donation awarded

by Chemical Bank representatives during the February

meeting of the Tuscola County EDC Board of Directors

in Caro. The donation will allow for additional gap fi-

nancing loans going to businesses from the EDC Revolv-

ing Loan Fund. Pictured above is EDC Board Chairman

Gary Fritz (far right) accepting the $10,000 check do-

nation from Chemical Bank’s (from left) Margaret

Jensen, senior commercial banker; Kim Stevenson, AVP

and banking center manager of the Caro Banking Cen-

ter; and Walter Szostak, group manager and community

president Bay-Caro.

Events set at the courthouse
CARO — There are a couple of events planned at the Tuscola County
Courthouse in the coming months.

County commissioners approved Nancy Matuszak’s request to stage
an annual gathering of the National Day of Prayer on the courthouse
lawn Thursday, May 7, from noon to 1 p.m.

And, Susan Holder’s request for the Caro Chamber of Commerce to
use the courthouse Lawn Friday and Saturday, June 5 and 6, for chil-
dren’s activities during the annual cars and crafts weekend was ap-
proved as well.

Food distributions set in Caro
CARO — The Anchor Cove Church, 201 E. Sanilac Rd., Caro, will
host food distributions for five months this summer.
Distributions have been scheduled for April 19, May 16, July 18, Aug.

15 and Sept. 19, each starting at 10 a.m.

Battels cancel syrup open house 

this year due to concerns related
to the novel coronovirus.

Sue Stuever Battel announced
Friday that the 12th annual Maple
Syrup Saturday Open House at the
Battel Sugarbush has been can-
celed.
“(We’re) just canceling it in light

of current events,” Battel said.
“We do love having people out
and hope that we can enjoy pan-
cakes with friends and visitors in
the woods at a later date.”

And, Battel noted, syrup is still
available to those who were
counting on it by contacting Mark
Battel at (989) 550-2621.

The Battel’s sugaring operation
is located just a few miles north-
east of Cass City at 7964 Daus
Rd., also known as Ritter Road.

“The season started Sunday,
March 1, with excellent sap flow
the first four days,” Sue Battel re-
ported.

“It’s hard to guess how long the
season will last since it seems to
be warming up early. Chances are
that will cut our season short, so
we’re glad to get what sap we can
while we can. Already all over the
forest floor, last year’s maple

Continued from page one. seeds are starting to germinate,
and that doesn’t usually happen to
this degree for another month,”
she noted.

“There comes a point where the
tree begins to come out of dor-
mancy because of the warmth.
When that happens, the tree be-
gins to use the stored carbohy-
drates in the sap for its own
energy source, meaning what’s
left for us is bitter. We don’t want
bitter syrup, of course, so we have
to pull taps before that.”

The Battel family, including
Mark and Diane Battel and their
son and daughter-in-law, Bob and
Sue Stuever Battel, and their chil-
dren, has been producing high-
quality, wood-fired, pure maple
syrup in the same woods near
Cass City since 1882.
While some things have changed

since the Battel ancestors of the
19th century boiled sap in an open
kettle, the basic process is still the
same – and nearly as quaint.

In the spring, as the sun begins
to warm the sugar maple trees –
yet winter’s grip still brings freez-
ing temperatures at night – family
members start the annual tradition
of tapping trees.  Sap is coaxed
from the sugar maples and boiled

for hours over a rolling fire until
nothing remains but pure syrup.

It takes about 40 gallons of sap
to produce one gallon of syrup.

The Great Fires of 1871 and
1881 that swept across the Mid-
west managed to miss the family’s
stand of more than 300 sugar
maple trees, although much of the
surrounding Thumb was devas-
tated.
These days, the Battel sugarbush

continues to produce a bounty of
sap, and the family offers visitors
the chance to purchase and take
home their own supply of pure
maple syrup in various-sized con-
tainers.

Aside from the family business,
Bob and Sue’s oldest daughter,
Addy, along with neighbor and
partner Ethan Healy, established
their own business – County Line
Kids Maple Syrup — and the Bat-
tel’s other daughter, Dori, has her
own maple candy business, Dori’s
Sweets.

“Our customers primarily buy
pints, quarts, half-gallons and gal-
lons (of syrup),” Sue Battel said.
“The kids fill some of those larger
containers, but mostly specialize
in smaller, pretty syrup jars that
make nice gifts.”

2018. Team captain in 2019, she
was a regional qualifier in 2016,
2017, 2018 and 2019.

She has been named a Greater
Thumb Conference Scholar Ath-
lete in each year of high school
and participated in the Thumb
Meet of Champs each year.

Mary has also earned multiple
letters in track and field. High-
lights of her career include:
Greater Thumb Conference hon-
orable mention 1600-meter relay
(2017), Greater Thumb Confer-
ence Scholar Athlete (2017, 2018
and 2019), Greater Thumb Con-
ference Second Team All-Confer-
ence 3200-meter relay and
1600-meter run (2018), first team
all-conference 3200-meter relay
(2019 and third team all-confer-
ence 800 meter (2019).
Marla Muter has also been on the

honor roll throughout her high
school career as well as being ac-
tive in NHS, 4-H, Social Studies
Academic Games, publications
and the prom committee.
She has earned academic pins in

algebra, Spanish, English, pre-cal-
culus, American history, forensics,
advanced placement literature and
college algebra. She also earned
third- and second-place wins in
Social Studies Academic Games
competitions as a sophomore and
junior, respectively.

Marla has earned athletic letters
in both cross country and track
and field.
She was named a Greater Thumb

Conference All-Conference
Scholar Athlete in track in 2016,
2017, 2018 and 2019.

In cross country, she was also
named an all-conference scholar
athlete (2017, 2018 and 2019),
earned all-conference second
team honors in the 3200-meter
relay in 2018 and first team hon-
ors in the 3200-meter relay in
2019.

Her future plans include attend-
ing the University of Michigan,

Continued from page one.

Twins top Cass City High Class of 2020
where she plans to earn a bache-
lor’s degree in chemistry.

Honor graduates

Also graduating with honors are
the following Cass City seniors:

*GPA of 3.5 or above – Kendall
Anthes, Tiara Anthony, Hailey
Beckrow, Hunter Caister, Jozie
Chippi, Taylor Cumper, Sandyn
Cuthrell, Tyler Czekai, Hanna
Dobson, Robin Edwards, Kevin
Estrella, Drew Markel, Leevy
Matthews, Katherine Mendrick,
Kristofer Nika, Olivia Peters,
Taryn Pisarek, Kate Pohlod,

Abbey Salcido, Landon Schenk,
Olivia Schuette, Logan Sever-
ance, Lucas Swiderski, Tristan
Swiderski, Colby Sutton, Tiana
Tageson, Madilyn Tschirhardt,
Gracie Williams and Brayden
Wilson.
*GPA of 3.0 to 3.49 – Cora Cole,

Aaron Darr, Quintessa Gaeth,
Hadyn Horne, Matthew House,
Alexis Hull, Kevin McArthur,
Carlie McFarland, Gavin Medere,
Elizabeth Morrish, Thom Ri-
jshouwer, Evan Roggenbuck,
Morgan Russell, Imogen Sanders,
Rachel Skiles, Andrew Venema
and Collen Wruble.
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Changes in place at jail
to prevent virus spread 

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Until the COVID-19 outbreak subsides, various operations in Tuscola
County – and all other counties – will be far from business as usual.
Among the changes are revisions to policy and procedures at the sher-

iff’s department and county jail, according to Tuscola County Sheriff
Glen Skrent.
Those changes were implemented following Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s

decision Thursday to order all K-12 schools closed for three weeks. A
day later, the governor announced additional restrictions, including pro-
hibiting large gatherings of 250 or more people until 5 p.m. Sunday,
April 5.

Skrent says new policies at the sheriff’s department/jail – which will
also be in effect for at least three weeks – are designed to reduce the
risk of exposure to the virus among inmates and staff.

“Inmates coming into the jail will have their temperature taken upon
entry (and) asked if they have a fever, cough or shortness of breath,”
said Skrent. “If so, they will be denied entry and transported to a med-
ical facility for assessment.
“All non-essential, non-mandated ancillary and educational programs

will be suspended for the duration of the emergency, including sub-
stance abuse programs, church services, Bible studies and any other
programs that are facilitated by individuals from the general public that
require entrance to the jail,” the sheriff noted.
“In order to reduce the amount of public traffic through the visitation

area and to accommodate attorney and clergy services, public visitation
will be suspended for the duration of the state of emergency. Inmates
still will have the ability to utilize the inmate phone system.”

Attorney visits will be conducted through the use of the non-contact
visitation area of the jail, according to Skrent.
“Any paperwork that requires a signature by the inmate can be passed

through the bank window intake, provided to the inmate, and passed
back to the attorney. Staff (will continue to) ensure the attorney visits
remain private/confidential in the same manner as under general jail
policy.

“Religious services may still be provided to the inmate population
through one-on-one visits with an approved clergy member or other ap-
proved religious leader utilizing the non-contact visitation area of the
jail.”

Skrent said personnel have been disinfecting the sheriff’s office and
jail on a regular basis.
“We have emptied some jail cells in case we need to quarantine an in-

mate or inmates, and looking into possibly suspending inmate visitation,
jail ministries and psychological visits on a temporary basis,” he added.

In Huron County, Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said he has also taken pre-
cautionary steps.

“Many temporary changes in our operation are taking place — a lot
of it on the jail side. Not sure on how long though; we’ll be going day
by day,” Hanson added. “We have been in consultation with our emer-
gency management and our health department.”
Freelance writer Mary Drier contributed to this report

MDOT will exempt weight
rules to move goods quickly
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) officials announced

Friday that the department will exempt from seasonal weight restric-
tions motor carriers and drivers providing direct assistance in support
of relief efforts related to the COVID-19 outbreak.
“Knowing the importance of getting food and other supplies to retailers

during this time, we are taking steps to ensure carriers can make deliv-
eries as quickly and efficiently as possible,” said MDOT Director Paul
C. Ajegba. “We are going to get through this by working together and
taking collective action for the greater good.”

Michigan law allows the state transportation department, or a local
authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, to suspend re-
strictions when necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the pub-
lic.

Direct assistance means transportation and other relief services pro-
vided by a motor carrier or its driver(s) to the immediate restoration of
essential services, such as medical care, or essential supplies such as
food, related to COVID-19 outbreaks during the emergency.
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HANSON (far left) presented awards for professional excellence to deputies (front row, from left) Kim Kociba-Webber, Marc Wood-

ward, Alex Jobes, Josh Loss, Ryan Neumann, Katie Carter, Stephanie Voss, Erik Raymond, Bret Zagorski, (back row, left) Jim

Hunt, Todd Schember, Gabe Callender, Jake Dhyse, Steve Bismack, Roy Williamson, Justin Tietz, Charlie Stevens, Lucas Loss and

Randy Smaglinski. Missing from the picture is Nathan Leppek.

HANSON (right) is pictured above with outstand-

ing service award recipient Steve Bismack. Missing

is award recipient Ryan Swartz.

TODD Schember (center) and Jim Hunt (right),

both recipients of awards for outstanding service,

are pictured above with Sheriff Kelly Hanson. Miss-

ing from the photo is award recipient Doug Gen-

tner.

OUTSTANDING service award recipients, pictured

above with Hanson (far left) included Jeff Ney (cen-

ter) and Charlie Stevens.

Huron Co. Sheriff honors officers
during annual departmental meet

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Huron County Sheriff’s De-
partment recently honored its own
during an annual departmental
meeting.

“The activities of the prior year
were reviewed and expectations
and goals for 2020 were dis-
cussed. Many deputies received
awards for the past year’s serv-
ice,” Huron County Sheriff Kelly
J. Hanson said.

Among the officers recognized
were deputies Alex Jobes and
Ryan Swartz, who were presented
with lifesaving awards.

“Deputy Jobes and Deputy
Swartz for (honored) their quick
response and lifesaving efforts
along with others on March 27 for
a Sand Point man that accidentally
caught himself on fire while doing
yard work,” Hanson explained.
“The deputies used a fire extin-
guisher to extinguish the victim’s
burning clothes, then administered
emergency first aid to the badly
burned man.”

Professional excellence awards,
meanwhile, were presented to sev-
eral deputies who performed 150
or more hours of overtime service.
They are: Chuck Bolzman, Char-

lie Stevens, Katie Carter, Alex
Jobes, Gabe Callender, Jake
Dhyse, Jim Hunt, Ryan Neumann,
Marc Woodward, Erik Raymond,
Kim Kociba-Webber, Nathan
Leppek, Josh Loss, Todd Schem-

ber, Randy Smaglinski, Justin
Tietz, Lucas Loss, Ryan Swartz,
Steve Bismack, Stephanie Voss
and Roy Williamson, according to
Hanson, who noted Bret Zagorski
put in more than 300 hours.
Hanson also recognized a pair of

officers with commendations for
outstanding service.

“Deputy Charlie Stevens’ and
Deputy Jeff Ney’s quick actions
during the discovery of two fe-
male inmates in a cell being under
the influence of smuggled nar-
cotics on June 13, 2019, likely
averted the cell’s other inmates
with the opportunity of also be-
coming under the influence of the
dangerous drugs,” Hanson said.

“Both deputies further saw that
the affected inmates received im-
mediate medical treatment, then
carried out an investigation that
led to a Sebewaing female being
criminally convicted and held ac-
countable.”

Hanson also cited the quick re-
sponse and lifesaving efforts of
Deputy Steve Bismack along with
others during an incident last No-
vember that probably proved to be
the difference between life and
death for a Pigeon man.

“The victim had experienced an
incapacitating drug overdose,
which required emergency life-
saving actions and the application
of Narcan to make him regain
consciousness,” the sheriff ex-
plained.

Likewise, he said, the quick re-
sponse and lifesaving efforts of
Deputy Ryan Swartz also made
the difference between life and
death for a Clarkston woman and
a Harbor Beach man during the
July 4 holiday. “Both victims had
experienced incapacitating drug
overdoses, which required emer-
gency lifesaving actions and the

application of Narcan to make
them regain consciousness.”

In addition, Hanson recognized
Sgt. James Hunt, Sgt. Todd
Schember and Deputy Doug Gen-
tner, each for dedicating 30 years
of full-time service to the sheriff’s
department.
“Those were just a few of the ex-

ceptional good deeds that our
deputies preformed last year,”
Hanson said.

“All deputies often find them-
selves involved in difficult situa-
tions, which many times require
spur-of-the-moment decisions, de-
cisions that can be the difference
between life or death, or many
that can turn out unpopular be-
cause of enforcement action
taken,” he added. “Regardless, it’s
not all that uncommon for me to
receive compliments from people
who have had interactions with
our staff and agency. In fact, that
occurred more last year than any
other of the last 11. That in itself
says a lot about the people who
work at (the) sheriff’s office.

“Our main functions are to pro-
vide 24/7 police services to areas
without law enforcement cover-
age, and staffing our jail of 70
beds with deputies 24/7 as well.
Some of the other services it pro-
vides is illegal drug enforcement,
civil process, handgun registra-
tion, child safety education, law
enforcement training to other po-
lice agencies, marine safety patrol,
search and rescue, along with un-
derwater recovery,” Hanson con-
tinued.

“Our office takes pride in what
we do for the people of and visi-
tors to our county, while looking
out for their safety, health and
property. Rest assured we’re try-
ing to do our best.”

The Michigan Sheriffs’ Association (MSA) is awarding scholarships
for five high school seniors entering the criminal justice field.
The MSA Criminal Justice Scholarship was created to provide support

to young adults who aspire to further their education and develop
knowledge in criminal justice at a college or university in Michigan.
The association is offering a $1,000 scholarship to five graduating sen-

iors. One student from each of the five districts in the state will be cho-
sen to receive a scholarship. The Thumb region is part of District Five.
Nominations for the scholarship can only be made by a member of the

Michigan Sheriffs’ Association, and each member may make up to two
nominations.

The requirements to apply for a scholarship are: a high school senior
who is accepted to a community college, four-year college, or university
in Michigan; a copy of the applicant’s high school transcript; and a letter
of acceptance from a college or university.
Applicants will be notified of the scholarship recipients on or before

May 1. Awards will be presented in the county where the award recip-
ient resides.
The deadline to submit an application is March 31.

State’s sheriffs offer scholarships
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Continued from page one.

School distributes meals
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role in spearheading the effort, but they had no idea the response would
be as great as it was.

In fact, at press time, the staff had filled orders for 800 meal kits –
each containing one breakfast and one lunch (enough for two meals per
child per day for an entire week). “And that doesn’t include any walk-
ins. Those are just the ones who pre-ordered,” an exhausted Bock com-
mented late Monday afternoon.
“It was just like unheard of numbers. It was a lot. The girls (food serv-

ice staff) worked very, very hard today,” added Bock, who noted a cou-
ple of bus drivers and other volunteers stepped up to help deliver some
meals to families unable to pick them up.

Going forward, families can order the meal kits by logging on to the
Cass City Public Schools website at www.casscityschools.org and click
on the “coronavirus” tab at the top.

Once ordered, the meal kits can be picked up for each child 18 years
old and younger at one of two locations; Revive Ministries, 6400 Main
St., Cass City, or the Novesta Church of Christ, 2896 N. Cemetery Rd.,
Cass City.
Bock noted the kits can be picked up by the child or parents, but chil-

dren do not have to be present when the meal kits are picked up. The
only restriction is the meals cannot be consumed at the pick-up loca-
tions.

“At Christmas when we send our kids home for two weeks, parents
know that it’s coming and have had time to prepare, but this (shutdown
of schools) gave them no notice,” Bock said. “People are scared.
“We have a freezer full of food, and an administration and school board

that know what a benefit this is to parents in a time of stress and un-
easiness -- some parents worried about losing jobs,” she added. “It’s
our duty (and) pleasure to be able to help.”

Hartel agreed, saying Bock and her staff have come through with
strong leadership for the community.
“She (Bock) has a good group of people helping her, and we freed up

the funds” to get the meal program up and running, he said.
Although all Michigan K-12 schools have been ordered to remain

closed through April 6, school officials subsequently learned that an-
other executive order from the governor’s office provides for keeping
all daycares – including Campbell Daycare and preschool in Cass City
– open.

But even that rule was revised a day later, and now both the school
daycare and preschool in Cass City have been closed in Cass City.

Hartel initially reported the programs would reopen this week. How-
ever, he reported Monday that all of the affected families had made
other arrangements for their children, eliminating the need to keep the
school programs open.

As for resuming classes, Hartel acknowledged there are no clear-cut
answers. “This is a quickly evolving situation with many questions re-
maining and minimal guidance available at this time.”
However, he added, “Our goal is to get the third marking period com-

pleted when we return.  We are making every effort to ensure no stu-
dent’s grades are adversely affected by this.”
In fact, the board of education was scheduled Monday to consider on-

line/digital curriculum offerings that would enable students to finish
this school year, under a worst-case scenario.
“I promise…we will do all we can to keep our entire community safe

and make sure our students educational needs are met to the best of our
ability,” Hartel said.

Bock indicated officials will also do their best to continue meeting
students’ nutritional needs.

“We’re going to keep doing this as long as we can keep our shelves
filled and we stay healthy,” she said.
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CASS CITY sixth grade student Jeevesh Prabaha-

ran, son of Praba and Priya Prabaharan, was

named this year’s Michigan Knights of Columbus

Spelling Bee champion among competitors in

grades four through six following the state-level

competition earlier this month. “The competition

consists of about 575 words. The last two spellers —

Jeevesh and Peyton, from Harbor Beach, finished

being asked quite a few more words from another

list until Jeevesh won by spelling ‘coyote’ correctly,”

Daryl Iwankovitsch, K of C Council 8892, Cass

City, reported. “There were 11 spellers who started

the competition at this level.”

State champ!

DOING WHAT’S BEST IN
UROLOGY
MICHAEL MACDONALD, MD

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
IN BAD AXE!

Dr. MacDonald is located at
1011 S. Van Dyke, Bad Axe. 

To schedule an appointment,
please call (989) 269-6651.

Fish Point among
birding tour sites

Early signs of spring are arriving in Michigan, and area residents are
invited to celebrate the season and explore Michigan’s Wetlands with a
birding tour at a “wetland wonder” near them.
Highlights of the birding tours may include diving and dabbling ducks

in full breeding plumage, trumpeter and tundra swans, osprey, bald ea-
gles, sandhill cranes and more. The tours will be led by Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife biologists and
technicians, Audubon Great Lakes staff, and volunteers from Ducks
Unlimited and local Audubon Clubs. Tours may include a sneak peek
driving tour into refuge areas that are normally closed.

The upcoming birding tours include one slated for Saturday, March
28, starting at 9 a.m. at the Fish Point State Game Area, 7750 Ringle
Rd., Unionville (call 989-674-2511).

Participants at most of the tours will meet at the area’s headquarters
building. Please dress for the weather and bring binoculars. Spotting
scopes are also helpful for long-range viewing. The ground may be
quite muddy and wet, so plan to wear boots.

THE MICHIGAN DNR is gearing up to host a se-

ries of spring birding tours, including one scheduled

for Saturday, March 28, starting at 9 a.m. at the

Fish Point State Game Area, 7750 Ringle Rd.,

Unionville. More information is available by calling

(989) 674-2511.
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