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The former Cass City resident
and Thumb Youth For Christ
Campus Life director accused of
attempting to meet with an indi-
vidual he believed was a 14-year-
old boy in Bay City early last
month waived his preliminary ex-
amination last week in Tuscola
County District Court.
Jeffery Lloyd Bader, 47, of Caro,

was bound over to circuit court,
where he will be arraigned on
felony charges of using a com-
puter to commit a crime and ac-
costing a child for immoral

purposes.
Using a com-

puter to com-
mit a crime is
punishable by
up to seven
years in
prison, while
accosting a
child for im-
moral pur-
poses carries a
m a x i m u m

four-year prison term.
Bader remains free on bond,

which was set at $20,000 (10 per-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Detroit man has been arraigned
on felony charges stemming from
a recent crime spree across multi-
ple counties that included several
alleged offenses ranging from ve-
hicle thefts to robbery to home in-
vasions.

Devon Esco-Malek Butler, 24,
faces two counts of first degree
home inva-
sion, which
carries a
penalty of up
to 20 years in
prison; one
count each of
r e c e i v i n g
and conceal-
ing stolen
property and
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ONGOING renovations at the former

Carmela’s Pizzeria, 6414 Main St., Cass City –

future home of the Revive Ministries Common

Grounds Café, continued last week with several

noticeable improvements to the building’s

façade.

PROGRESS
Revive officials moving forward with

cafe project; hope to land grant funds

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“It’s a mess but (we’re) making progress.”
That’s how Rob Sangster recently described the ongoing renova-

tions at the former Carmela’s Pizzeria, 6414 Main St., Cass City –
future home of the Revive Ministries Common Grounds Café.

“We have been heavy into cleaning at the cafe, washing walls,
scrubbing floors and several repairs and updates. Repairs have in-
cluded plumbing, lighting and some equipment repairs,” Sangster
said of the building, which is located next to the Revive Ministries
thrift store and food pantry operations. Revive, which brought a
portion of the Carmela’s building in 2016 to house its Common
Grounds outreach, closed on the purchase of the remainder of the
building late last year.

“We have received some generous donations from the Cass City
Chamber and other individuals. These donations made the way for
the much-needed ceiling tiles,” Sangster noted, adding other do-
nations have included an eight-burner commercial stove, convec-
tion oven and soup warmers.

Improvements to the building continued last week as an Amish
crew made short work of putting a new face on the café, including
completing repairs to the wall, replacing the windows and installing
a new door. The canopy is also being refurbished. 
“This is exciting as the community will see very visible progress,”

said Sangster, a veteran Revive Ministries Board of Directors mem-
ber who agreed last year to also head up the project as manager of
the Common Grounds Cafe.
There is much work left to do, and Revive officials are looking at

ways to raise the funding needed to cover the project.
“We’re (applying) for some grants right now. We’re finishing

those up and getting them turned in,” Sangster said. “Our re-
model/update project for the cafe is estimated to cost about
$55,000. With the donations and Revive input, we are at a shortfall
of approximately $30,000.

“So, with all of this being said, we do have some big prayer and
financial needs. We continue to trust in God as He has called us to
these next steps for Revive,” Sangster said. “I have received my
ServeSafe certificates and am looking forward to serving the com-

Please turn to page 7.

THE SEARCH for a new mascot continues in the Kingston Community School

District, where the board of education hosted a pair of special meetings last

week, including one devoted to finding a replacement for the logo featuring a

cardinal in a swirling vortex. One variation (pictured above) was painted on

the north side of the gym a few years ago.

Special meetings in
Kingston focus on
grading, new logo

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

While there was a lot of interest and discussion during special meetings
regarding the Kingston Community School District’s grading method
and logo replacement, in the end there were no easy answers.

The district hosted the back-to-back meetings last week on both is-
sues.

“The meeting on the grades was a little more passionate, I guess you
would say. People had a variety of feelings about the issue and the way
we do things,” said school Supt. Matt Drake. “We talked about three
different ways (of calculating) grade-point average.
“We fully acknowledge the way we figure final semester grades is dif-

ferent than other schools in the Thumb — as far as we can tell, this
change was made in Kingston around 1999-2000. Other schools just go
with straight percentages,” said Drake.

“Most high schools that I am aware of use a method where the final
semester grade is composed of 40 percent for the first nine-week grade,
40 percent for the second nine-week grade, and 20 percent for the final
exam,” he explained. “The final grade percentages may look like this:
93 percent the first nine weeks, 93 percent second nine weeks and 90
percent on the final exam.”
Drake went on to outline the different methods:
*The math would be as follows for the straight percentage grading

system used by most all Thumb Schools; 93+93 (40 percent) +93+93
(40 percent) + 90 (20 percent) = 92.4% (final grade of A-minus).

*Using the same numbers, the final grade using the 4.0 scale as
Kingston does would translate into 3.94 (grade of A).

“Using these two formulas, you can run different scenarios and see
how each system impacts students. Using straight percentages, the
higher the A’s the more weight they carry. The lower the A’s the less
weight they carry,” Drake said. “Using the Kingston 4.0 system, a 100
percent A counts the same as a 94 percent A when the translation to 4.0
scale is used.

“In another example, if a student earned a 98 in the first nine weeks,
and 98 in the second nine weeks, and got an 86 percent on a final exam,
that student would earn a 4.0 (A) on percentages. However on the 4.0
scale method Kingston uses, they would get an A-minus,” he added.
“The differences between these two methods will impact different stu-
dents in different ways.  They are both fair, but they are different.
“So that all comes down to where do you want to put more weight —

the nine weeks of instructions or on the final exam.
“In the community meeting and in a past board meeting, we talked

about a straight percentage, which is used everywhere else in the
Thumb, versus our system,” Drake continued. “Using the percentage
system, a student could get a C on their final exam and, if your other

Please turn to page 7.

Detroit man charged in crime spree
unlawfully driving away an auto-
mobile – both five-year felonies;
and two counts of attempted un-
lawfully driving away an automo-
bile, which is punishable by up to
2 ½ years in prison.

A trooper from the Michigan
State Police post in Caro arrested
Butler without incident in Tuscola
County’s Koylton Township Feb.
29 following a bizarre string of al-
leged crimes that started in Wayne

County, according to investiga-
tors.

“It is certainly an odd case. The
list of concerns in regards to his
behavior is lengthy and exten-
sive,” said Tuscola County Prose-
cutor Mark E. Reene, who
acknowledged Butler may also
face criminal charges in Wayne,
Macomb and Lapeer counties.
Butler’s arrest in Koylton Town-

Please turn to page 8.

Bader waives
prelim exam,
bound over

Please turn to page 6.

Devon Butler

Jeff Bader
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Obituaries
Carolyn A. Hall

Carolyn A. Hall, 78, of Cazenovia, passed peacefully away at home with her family by her side February
11, 2020 after a long illness.  
Born June 19, 1941 in Cass City, she was the daughter of James and Katherine Gross.
Carolyn was a member of the Hurley Hospital School of Nursing Class of 1962 in

Flint.  She then worked as an emergency room RN in Michigan and Wisconsin
before working as a pediatric nurse in Syracuse, NY.
Known for her blue eyes, radiant smile and laugh, Carolyn was loved by so

many people whose lives she was a part of around the world.  A member of
Christ Church in Manlius, NY, she volunteered in many capacities for F-
M Schools and Christ Church.  She enjoyed traveling, reading, boating,
hiking, dogs, entertaining, gardening, and practical jokes.  She was also
an ornament painter and volunteered at the Bear’s Paw.

Surviving are her husband of 58 years, Dennis; daughters, Elizabeth
Angelastro of Cazenovia, NY, Leslyn Hall of Burlington, VT and Helle
Solund of Denmark; grandchildren, Joseph, Jake & Thomas Angelastro,
Isidora & J.P. Bailly-Hall; and sisters, Barbara Kube of Bad Axe and Vir-
ginia Bullock of Decker.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on May 9, at Christ Church
in Manlius, NY.  
Burial will be in Manlius Village Cemetery.
Contributions in lieu of flowers may be made to Doctors Without Borders, P.O.

Box 5030, Hagerstown, MD 21741-5030 or Christ Church, 401 E. Seneca St., Man-
lius, NY 13104.
For guest book, please visit: www.SCHEPPFAMILY.com
Arrangements were made by Schepp Family Funeral Home, Newell-Fay Manlius Chapel, 8171 Cazenovia

Road Manlius, NY 13104.

Linda McIntosh 

Linda Sue McIntosh, 70, of Cass City, formerly of Kingston, died following a brief illness Thursday, March
5, 2020 in Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit.  

She was born May 19, 1949 in Cass City to Leland and Emily (Rodenbo) Lester.  
She married Floyd D. McIntosh April 18, 1986 in the Evangelical Free Church of Cass City.        
Linda graduated from Kingston High School with the class of 1967.  She worked for a short time for Wild

John’s in Cass City.  For over forty years she worked as a hairdresser and had a shop in her home.  Linda
was the hairdresser at Kranz Funeral Home for many years. Linda was a member of the Fraser Presbyterian
Church of Cass City.  She enjoyed garage sales and going shopping, sometimes getting lost all day.  She was
fond of camping in the Caseville County Park with family and friends.  She worked in her flower garden
and completed many jigsaw puzzles.  A kind and generous woman, she always put others first including her
cocker spaniel, Mac.  Linda loved spending time with her grandchildren, especially the sleepovers in the

camper at the lake.  Her grandchildren fondly remember Linda giving them rides
on the barrel train.    

Linda is survived by her husband, Floyd and their children:  Timothy
(Shawna Phillips) Stoll of Mason, Pamela (Dave) Kolacz of Cass City, Lorn
(Diane) McIntosh of Decker, Rhonda (Michael) Truemner of Longview,
TX,  Paula (Jeffery) Papp of Alma, AR and Colleen (Bill) Sontag of Wake
Forest, NC; grandchildren:  Evie Stoll, Hailey Stoll, Brady Kolacz, Brax-
ton Kolacz, Brooklyn Kolacz, Ryan McIntosh, Justin McIntosh, Andrea
Jaskowski, Alexandria Bunt, Brandon Truemner, Amanda Nutter, Eric
Papp, Karissa Hill and Billy Sontag; fourteen great-grandchildren; broth-
ers:  Burton (Jane) Lester of Kingston and Dennis Lester of Marlette; sis-
ters-in-law: Cheryl Lester of Cass City, Judy Britt of Cass City and Betty
Bensinger of Ubly; brothers-in-law, Carl (Shirley) McIntosh of

Williamston and Clarence (Karen) McIntosh of Presque Isle; and many
nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her parents; grandson, Jeffery Papp II; brother,

Robert Lester; brothers-in-law:  William Britt and Kirk Bensinger.  
A funeral service was held Tuesday, March 10, in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City,

with Chaplain Kim Strunz officiating.  
Interment is in Evergreen Township Cemetery.   
Pallbearers for Linda will be:  Brad Lester, Dave Lester, Denny Lester, Jamie Guc, Brent Reehl and Archie

Rodenbo.  
Memorials may be made to Revive Ministries of Cass City or Fraser Presbyterian Church.  Family and

friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City. 

Marian Spencer

Marian Spencer passed away February 23, 2020 in Sierra Vista, Arizona, surrounded by her friends of
Tombstone, where she lived for 29 years.  

She was born March 21, 1919 to her school teacher mother and her Great Lakes ship’s officer father from
a farm near Carsonville, where she grew up.  
Marian taught in rural schools near the border of Tuscola and Sanilac counties

from 1938 to 1950. 
She married Lynn Spencer in 1939, worked on their dairy farm and raised

children. 
Marian was the secretary/treasurer for many organizations of churches,

OES and Masons, Cass City High School Band Boosters, Lynn’s Rural
Mail Carriers Association and Extension Homemakers, which led her to
sewing 3-piece suits and later, fuzzy animals.

She and Lynn loved to travel and often camped, it would only take 7
minutes from parking at a campsite to raising the tent and lighting the
Coleman campstove for dinner, throughout the U.S. and Canada. They
also traveled to many annual conventions for Lynn’s National Association
of Rural Letter Carriers.  The couple moved from part-time cattle farming
near the Sanilac Petroglyphs to Tombstone, Arizona permanently in Sep-
tember, 1991.  
Lynn died in 1992, and Marian continued her activities in the tombstone area’s

organizations while she continued to print bulletins and membership directories for
her organizations in Michigan.  

Marian’s memorial service is being planned for April 11 at 11 a.m., in the First Presbyterian Church of
Cass City.  
Marian’s preferred contribution is to Revive through Judy Brown of the Fraser Church, or Norma Wallace

of the First Presbyterian Church.

Frederick Smith

Frederick C. Smith of Lapeer, formerly of Cass City, passed away on Friday, March 6, 2020 at McLaren –
Lapeer Region at the age of 78. 

Fred was born July 29, 1941 in Cass City, the son of the late Lee & Celia (Evans)
Smith. 

He graduated from Cass City High School with the class of 1959. 
Fred was united in marriage with the former Nancy Jean Kelly on October

26, 1968 in Linkville and celebrated forty years of marriage before her pass-
ing on July 17, 2009.   

He was employed with General Motors Fisher Body in Pontiac for the
majority of his career and retired from Orion Assembly after thirty years
of service to the company. 
He was happy to be home watching television, but also enjoyed tending

to his pets and yard. In Fred’s younger years, he liked horses, camping,
Euchre, and held an appreciation for antique cars until the end.
Left to cherish his memory are two children, David Smith of Muskegon

and Kelly Smith of Lapeer; one brother, Donald Lee Smith of Cass City;
and many nieces and nephews. 
In addition to his parents and wife, Fred was preceded in death by one sister,

Shirley Hendrick. 
Fred’s family will gather with friends on Tuesday, March 10, from 5:00 p.m. to

9:00 p.m. at the Ransford Collon Funeral Home in Caro.
A private burial will take place at the Almer Township Cemetery in Caro on Wednesday. 
The family was assisted with these arrangements by the Ransford Collon Funeral Home of Caro.  
Friends may share memories, thoughts and prayers online at www.RansfordCollon.com.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Starry, starry night

While I never did see the Northern Lights that
night, I must say the sunrise that morning was
exceptionally beautiful. So, Mother Nature
came through after all.

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

While I can appreciate some paintings and pho-
tographs, I think nothing can beat the beauty that
nature provides.
I enjoy marveling at the uniqueness of sunrises

and especially sunsets, flowers in bloom, the
changing colors of leaves on trees and crops as
they ripen, and the different colors of skies and
shapes of clouds.

Although I do not like winter, there are times
when it can be breathtakingly beautiful. The sun
can make snow crystals shine like diamonds,
and frost can make the most insignificant little
weed look beautiful wrapped in a layer of ice
with frost crystals.
I’ve only had the opportunity to see the North-

ern Lights, also known as “Aurora Borealis” on
and off a few times for only a few minutes at a
time.
A few years ago, a friend called me at about 2

a.m. to tell me there was a spectacular Northern
Light show going on that I should check out. I
put on a pair of old jogs and dragged myself out-
side. I stood in the middle of the yard, looking
skywards for quite some time, and didn’t see
much of anything.

Because my friend lived several miles from
me, I figured it might take a while for the light
show to reach my neck of the woods in northern
Tuscola County.
The temperature that night was rather brisk and

it was uncomfortable standing for so long, wait-
ing to see the lights. So, I got a blanket out of
the house and got out a lawn chair and a bottle
of wine, some cheese and crackers (what the
heck. I figured I might was well make myself
comfortable while I’m waiting to see the lights).

The crackers got eaten as well as the cheese,
and still there was no Aurora Borealis show on
the horizon.

Later, the wine was gone and still there were
no dancing lights in the north.

I tilted the lawn chair back to get more com-
fortable as I kept watch, hoping to see green,
yellow and purple lights appear.
Long story short: I eventually fell asleep wait-

ing for Mother Nature to show me what she
could do — and in this case, not do.

I woke up stiff, cold and with a light layer of
frost covering me and my blanket.

I can only imagine what the farmer working
the field next to me thought about my sitting out
in the yard at daybreak, wrapped in a blanket,
with an empty box of crackers and wine bottle
beside me.
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We realize it may sound like a broken record, but as
long as area residents are targeted by scam artists and a
few fall for their lies, we figure it’s worth repeating the
warnings offered by law enforcement officials.

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent reported such an
incident Thursday.

“Another senior in our county fell for the scam of a
person calling (and) pretending to be a grandson and
needing money because he was in jail,” Skrent said.

“Even though the senior was aware of this type of
scam, the person calling sounded like her grandson. She
was told not to tell anyone and go get the cash and mail
it to him,” the sheriff added. “Deputy Spangler followed
up with Canadian authorities, and they are working on
trying to get the money back and catching the suspect.
Normally it does not turn out this way, so that at least is
one good thing.

The sheriff reminds residents to be on their guard for
any red flags when they receive a call that doesn’t sound
quite right. “The biggest clue here is that she was told
not to tell anyone,” he noted.

**********

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Make yourself count
during the ‘20 census

In mid-March households across the nation will begin
receiving official Census Bureau mail with detailed in-
formation on how to respond to the 2020 Census.
Don’t let this opportunity to be counted pass you by, be-

cause a few moments of your time could mean bettering
your community by securing a fair share of state and fed-
eral funding, as well as ensuring fair representation in
government.

The 2020 Census will count the population in all 50
states, the District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories
(Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands).

By April 1, when Census Day is observed nationwide,
every home will have received an invitation to participate
in the Census. Once the invitation arrives, you should re-
spond for your home in one of three ways: online, by
phone, or by mail.
Later in this year, from May through July, census takers

will begin visiting homes that haven’t responded to the
2020 census in an effort to ensure that everyone is
counted.
Once a decade, America comes together to count every

resident in the United States, creating national awareness
of the importance of the census and its valuable statis-
tics.

The decennial census was first taken in 1790, as man-
dated by the Constitution. The last census, completed in
2010, showed the resident population of the United States
was 308,745,538.
Participation in the census is vital because it counts pop-

ulation and households, providing the basis for reappor-
tioning congressional seats, redistricting, and distributing
more than $675 billion in federal funds annually to sup-
port states, counties and communities’ vital programs —
impacting housing, education, transportation, employ-
ment, health care and public policy.
So, how does the census benefit Cass City and its neigh-

boring communities across the Thumb, state and coun-
try?
Federal funds, grants and support to states, counties and

communities are based on population totals and break-
downs by sex, age, race and other factors.

Detailed population information is also critical for
emergency response in the wake of disasters. First re-
sponders and disaster recovery personnel use census data
to help identify where and how much help is needed. Sim-
ilarly, demographic details from the census assist epi-
demiologists and public health personnel in everything
from tracking disease outbreaks, to combating the opioid
epidemic, to improving child health.
Census data is used to support community initiatives in-

volving legislation, quality-of-life and consumer advo-
cacy; businesses use the census to decide where to build
factories, offices and stores, and these create jobs; local
government officials use the census to ensure adequate
services such as public safety; and real estate developers
and city planners use the census to plan new homes and
improve neighborhoods.
Ultimately, the success of the census depends on every-

one’s participation.
Will you make a difference and be counted this year?

Going out to eat at Gilligan’s restaurant in Cass City
Saturday, March 14, will help some Cass City School
District students.

The eighth-grade class is planning a trip to Mack-
inac Island, and Gilligan’s, 6444 Main St., has agreed
to help the students in covering costs for that event.
The restaurant will share a portion of their sales be-
tween 4 and 8 p.m. on that day to help students pay
for the trip.

**********

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources’
Becoming an Outdoors-Woman Program is offering
a turkey hunt workshop for women in Tuscola
County.

The program, scheduled for the weekend of May
15-16, is for women with no previous turkey hunt-
ing experience, or for those who would like to ex-
pand on their skills and abilities.
This free Beyond BOW event will be held in Cass

City and is sponsored by the National Wild Turkey
Federation, Cabela’s and Ben’s Great Outdoors.
“We are so appreciative to these sponsors for their

continued support for this program,” said Michelle
Zellar, BOW coordinator.

Shotguns, ammunition and lunch all will be pro-
vided. However, overnight lodging will be the re-
sponsibility of the participants.
This workshop is open to any properly licensed fe-

male hunter who is at least 10 years old. Proper
safety and hunting techniques will be taught and fol-
lowed.
Friday, participants will gain knowledge of turkey

biology, general turkey hunting techniques, calls and
calling, hunting ethics, general firearm safety and
shooting. Participants then will be paired with hunt-
ing mentors and sent afield to hunt.
Saturday, participants and mentors will meet at the

Cass City DNR Field Office for a light breakfast be-
fore heading out for the early morning hunt. Follow-
ing lunch, the attendees will have an opportunity to
participate in bird cleaning prior to workshop wrap-
up.

To attend this event, participants must have a
Michigan base hunting license and a turkey license,
which is available as an apprentice option, Hunt
Unit ZB, Hunt Number 0117 purchased prior to at-
tending the workshop.

Enrollment is limited to 18. Deadline for registra-
tion is May 1. Class information and registration
materials are available online at
Michigan.gov/BOW. This will be a rain or shine
event.
For further information, contact Michelle Zellar at

906-293-5131, ext. 4004, Ron Sting, 989-872-5300
or email DNRBOW@michigan.gov.

**********

Reminder. The Cass City Junior-Senior High
School performances of “The Enchantment of
Beauty and the Beast” is on tap this week. The cur-
tain will rise for the musical production Friday,
March 13, and Saturday, March 14, at 7 p.m., and
on Sunday, March 15, at 2 p.m. in the junior-senior
high school cafeteria. Reserved patron seats are
available by contacting Director Connie
Iwankovitsch at 872-4667.  General admission tick-
ets will be available at the door. 
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Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Veronica S. Martin, 32, Sebe-
waing, pleaded guilty to charges
of welfare fraud involving more
than $500 and welfare fraud – fail-
ure to provide the department of
human services with information
related to income – involving
more than $500 between May 23,
2018, and Oct. 31, 2018, in Tus-
cola County.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Barbara A. Applebee, 57,
Mayville, pleaded guilty to two
counts of embezzlement of $1,000
to $20,000 from a non-profit or
charitable organization between
June 1 and July 31 in Mayville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $6,000.
*Caden C. Curran, 21, Cass City,

pleaded no contest to charges of
delivery/manufacture of cocaine,
heroin or another narcotic (less
than 50 grams), receiving and
concealing stolen firearms, carry-
ing a concealed weapon and pos-
session of a firearm in the
commission of a felony Aug. 21 in
Cass City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued

at $15,000.
*Kiva Mahatma, 33, Caro,

pleaded no contest to attempting
breaking and entering with intent
to commit larceny Nov. 30 in

Ellington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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Troopers seeking public’s help in
recent fleeing and eluding probe

Troopers from the Michigan
State Police (MSP) post in Caro
are asking for the public’s help in
an investigation that began with
an aborted pursuit of a vehicle in
Sanilac County last Wednesday
night.

According to information re-
leased by the post, troopers were
patrolling in the city of Marlette at
11:24 p.m. when they attempted to
stop a white colored Chrysler 300
that had an improper plate. When
troopers activated their emergency
lights, the driver of the Chrysler
accelerated and did not pull over.

In accordance with Michigan
State Police policy, the officers
did not pursue the vehicle, but a
Marlette City officer who was in
the area and immediately initiated
a pursuit, travelling north on M-

53. The chase continued into Tus-
cola County and troopers at-
tempted to use spike strips in the
area of Severance Road and
Dodge Road.

“The spike strips were not suc-
cessful in deflating the suspect’s
tires. The suspect continued to
drive at high speeds, down back
roads, and the Marlette officer
eventually ended the pursuit,”
troopers reported.
Troopers from the MSP Tri-City

Post conducted a follow-up inves-
tigation early Thursday morning,
tracking down the last known
owner of the license plate on the
suspect vehicle. They learned the
plate was on a vehicle which was
sold to a Tuscola County resident
three months ago.

“Just after 5 a.m., Tuscola
County Sheriff deputies were sent
to the 2800 block of North Hurds
Corner Road for a suspicious sit-
uation. Deputies arrived in the
area and stopped a vehicle at
Hurds Corner Road and Dodge
Road,” troopers reported, adding
deputies later located the white
Chrysler 300 and another vehicle
which were stuck in the yard of a
residence.
The three occupants of the vehi-

cle were questioned and evidence
was seized, according to reports,
which state no arrests have been
made but the investigation is con-
tinuing.

Anyone with information related
to the incident is asked to call the
Caro post at (989) 673-2156.

Two passengers seriously injured 
in weekend crash in Tuscola Co.
Two people suffered injuries in a

traffic crash Saturday evening in
Fairgrove Township.

The two-vehicle accident oc-
curred at about 6:30 p.m., accord-
ing to Tuscola County Sheriff
Glen Skrent, who reported a car
driven by a 16-year-old male, with
two female passengers, was trav-
eling south on Hinson Road when

it failed to stop for a stop sign at
the Gilford Road intersection and
struck a vehicle driven by a 35-
year-old female who was east-
bound on Gilford Road.

“Both vehicles had persons that
were pinned in, and (the) Caro and
Fairgrove Fire departments res-
cued those people,” Skrent said.
“LifeNet and FlightCare helicop-
ters were called in to transport the

two passengers in the vehicle that
had been southbound on Hinson.”

The sheriff noted MMR crews
transported both drivers to an area
hospital.

Troopers from the Michigan
State Police post in Caro assisted
deputies at the scene of the crash,
which remains under investiga-
tion.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

It’s about instant

gratification. Now

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

Ginny (Gross) and Donald Bul-
lock of Decker recently celebrated
their 50th anniversary. They were
united in marriage at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cass City
on February 20, 1965. Ginny and
Donald both graduated from Cass
City High School in the class of
1963. Together they have 3
daughters, Laurie (John)
Ganzberg of Fort Myers, Fla.;
Kristin (Jeff) Fuller of Greer, SC;
and Lynette (Matt) Waligora of
Rochester Hills. 
Red Hawk wrestler Darren Dick-

son competed in the 140 weight
class and went 0-2. He lost to Cole
Gonzalez of Norway 6-1 on
Thursday and Taylor Whitmore of
Springport 7-2 on Friday. Darren
completed his year with a 38-14
record. Red Hawk T.J. Moore
competed in the 189 weight
class and went 1-2. Moore lost to
Charlie Robertson of Sand Creek
8-1 on Thursday and then defeated
Zev Powell of Marcellus 15-0 on
Friday before falling to Cole
Southworth of Decatur 1-0.
Moore completed his season with
a 46-10 record.

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

Lee Hutchinson, a 2005 Cass
City High School graduate, has
earned his degree from Kettering
University in Flint. Hutchinson
graduated cum laude (with hon-
ors) with a degree in mechanical
engineering, specializing in de-
sign and automotive powertrain.
During his time at Kettering, he
served as the head residential
tutor, assisting other students for
4 years. He was also an active
member in the Firebirds, Ketter-
ing’s motorsport club. Hutchinson
is the son of Brian Hutchinson of
Cass City and Carol Koretch of
Caro.

Sue (Ganley) and Mark
Copeland recently celebrated their
10th wedding anniversary March
11. They were married March 11,
2000. The couple has 3 children:
Whitney Ganley, and Mason and
Riley Copeland.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

Debbie Timmons, home on break
from Michigan State University,
spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs.
Gaylord LaPeer. Debbie and Pat-
tie Timmons and Ruth Timmons
spent Sunday, March 12, with the
LaPeers.

Jack and Vera Hirsch of Decker
will mark their 69th wedding an-
niversary March 24 at their winter
home in Davenport., Fla. They
were married March 24, 1926, in
Argyle. They have 3 children,
Lula Lindsay, Delia Ray1 and Le-
land Hirsch, all of Decker; 6
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchil-
dren, and one great great-grand-
daughter.

Cori Bullock, a Cass City High
School senior, was recently recog-
nized as Outstanding Secondary
Student by the Michigan Occupa-
tional Special Populations Associ-
ation (MOSPA). Bullock, a
second-year sales and marketing
student at the Tuscola Area Skill
Center, received her award at the
MOSPA annual conference, held
March 2-3 at Radisson-on-the-
lake in Ypsilanti.

Coaches in the Thumb C Na-
tional Division elected an all con-
ference team, voting Monday
night at a meeting in Cass City.
Named to the first team from Cass
City was Jason Morgan, senior.
He led Cass City in rebounds and
scoring and was the player that
opposing coaches designed de-
fenses to stop. Seth Maust, Laker
junior, was selected for his play at
guard. A marked man all season,
he often faced a special defense to
stop him, but led his team in scor-
ing.

35 YEARS AGO (1985)  

Mr. and Mrs. Don Tonti of Cass
City announce the engagement of
their daughter, Nancy Louise, to
David Dennis Johnson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dennis Johnson of Flint.
Miss Tonti is a 1980 graduate of
Cass City High School and will
graduate from Saginaw Valley
State College in August with a de-

Cleaners from Mr. and Mrs. Jim
King who founded and operated
the business in Cass City for 23
years. The transaction was effec-
tive at the beginning of the month.
While the cleaners is a family af-
fair, the day to day operation will
be with Mrs. Trisch and her
brother. They received their train-
ing in the dry cleaning business in
their homeland. Tony is an expert
on spot removal, Robert Trisch
says, and my wife is experienced
in the cleaning business.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Kas-

mier Szarapski gathered at their
home Sunday to celebrate the cou-
ple’s birthdays. Dinner was
served, including a birthday cake
made and decorated by Mrs. Stan
Szarapski. Among those present
were:  Mr. and Mrs. Chet Szarap-
ski of Mt. Clemens, Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Szarapski and children of
Detroit, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Szara-
pski and boys and Mr. and Mrs.
Stan Szarapski and Rena.
Pvt. E2 David Guinther, who has

spent a furlough with his family in
Cass City, will leave Friday from
Tri-City airport for Oakland,
Calif., from where he will leave
for duty in Vietnam.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)

James Stirton, who has been
training in the Merchant Marine
corps at Sheepshead Bay, N. Y.,
arrived early Saturday to spend a
week with his parents and rela-
tives here and in Detroit. He will
leave Detroit early Sunday to re-
turn to his station.
Sgt. Harry Wood, son of Mr. and

Mrs. Arthur Wood, is spending a
21-day furlough at his home here.
Sgt. Harry Wood, who has been in
the Army two years and overseas
10 months, was wounded in the
right hand by shrapnel while in ac-
tion in Germany. He was in a hos-
pital in England and at
Indianapolis, Ind., before coming
home and will return to the latter
hospital. He received the Purple
Heart.

Boy Scout Report: By Jerry
Fritz. William Weatherhead re-
ceived a warrant to serve as patrol
leader and William Burrows was
granted a warrant to serve as as-
sistant patrol leader of the
Chippewa patrol of Gagetown.
The Scouts practiced first aid in
which the Wolf and Beaver patrols
won a lively contest. They were
getting ready for the first aid meet
which will be at Reese on Mar. 20.
Edward Baker and Glenn McCul-
lough of the troop committee were
judges in the contest.

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Henry Karr, who recently sold
his farm to Elmer Butler, has pur-
chased the McBurney 80-acre
farm in Elkland Township from
the Joseph McBurney Estate for
$10,000.
“Everybody satisfied” seemed to

be the prevailing sentiment re-
garding the caucus nominees at
the village election. P.A. Schenck
is president; J.C. Fareell, clerk;
H.L. Hunt, assessor; Geo. C.
Hooper, treasurer; F.A. Bigelow,
trustee for one year; J.A. Sand-
ham, H.D. Schiendel and B.J. Dai-
ley, trustees for two years.
Election officials developed a lit-
tle excitement around a checker
board while waiting for voters to
appear. P.S. McGregory won the
championship. 
Not every man carrying a sack to

the greenhouse is delivering flour
or provisions to the florist. He
may have an assortment of weasel
and owl heads, or it may be a
hawk or a woodchuck, or possibly
a select bunch of rat heads. No,
the florist is not a taxidermist, nor
does he exactly relish the visits,
but it’s all in a day’s work as
township clerk, and because it is
one of his duties, Mr. Hunt does it
willingly. The bounties on these
different birds and animals are
paid by the township clerk and it’s
up to him to see that the heads are
destroyed. The steam plant at the
greenhouse furnishes a convenient
and satisfactory crematory. The
bounty on a weasel is 50c., a hawk
50c, crow 25c, owl 50c, and
woodchuck 50c. Rats bring 10c a
head and not so long ago one
farmer brought in 40 heads, then
another 30. 

gree in business management.
Johnson is a 1980 graduate of
Flint Carman High School and a
1984 graduate of Saginaw Valley
State College with a degree in
business management. He is with
Johnson Mayhew Graphics Inc.,
Flint. An Oct. 5 wedding is
planned.

Five Cass City School District
fourth grade students competed
against 33 of the best spellers in
the county at the Mar. 1, fourth an-
nual Tuscola Area Skill Center
spelling bee held at Kingston.
Campbell Elementary student
Melissa Micklash finished sev-
enth overall at the Competition.
The school district entered five
students, one from each of the
fourth grade classrooms. Five al-
ternates were also selected from
each of the five fourth grade class-
rooms. The alternates would have
competed in the spelling bee if the
room champion had been unable
to do so. All of the winners and al-
ternates were treated to a pizza
lunch Monday at the Charmont by
their principals.

Kevin James Downing of Gage-
town has been named to the
Dean’s List at Cornell University,
Ithaca, N.Y., for the fall term.
Shirley Hoffman, Sales Manager

at Cass City Ford was presented a
gold and diamond watch by Ford
Motor Company Sales Represen-
tative Ricardo Bailey. Hoffman
earned the watch by selling the
most Ford Escorts, EXPs and
Tempos in the district.

40 YEARS AGO (1980) 

Erwin and Florence Wanner of
Houghton Street will celebrate
their 58th wedding anniversary
March 27 at a family dinner. Wan-
ner and the former Florence L.
Parker were married in Cass City
March 27, 1922, by Rev. Lewis H.
Bacheller. Wanner operated a
plumbing and heating business in
Cass City for 20 years. He and his
wife moved to Bay City in 1945,
where he started the Book of the
Hi bitHouse and served as pastor
of several Baptist churches. They
moved back to Cass City in 1907.
The couple has two daughters,
Mary Lou (Mrs. Edward) Sprague
of Bay City and Phyllis E. (Mrs.
Jinn Mark of Cass City, five
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.)
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Perry spent

the weekend in Lansing with their
daughter and family, the Neil
Holts. En route there Friday they
joined Mr. Perry’s sister, Mrs.
Beatrice Deming of Caro, for din-
ner in Lapeer, celebrating her
birthday. In Lansing they attended
a state meeting of the Cancer so-
ciety and en route home Sunday
they visited Mr. Perry’s brother,
Forrest Perry, a patient in Hurley
Hospital, Flint and also visited his
brother, Kenneth Perry, in Flint.

Kingston High School Principal
Lee C. Robinson has announced
the 1980 valedictorian, salutato-
rian and top 10 honor students.
The 1980 valedictorian is Elisa-
beth Ann Britton, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Britton of Plain
Road, Kingston. Her accumula-
tive grade point average is 3.976,
out of a possible 4.0. She has re-
ceived a letter of commendation
for outstanding performance,
placing in the top 5 percent on the
PSAT-NMSQT test, administered
nationwide to college-bound high
school juniors in October, 1978.
As a result of her ACT scores, she
was named a State of Michigan
Scholarship semifinalist. Elisa-
beth is a three-year letter winner
in track and cross-country. She
has also played French horn in
band for four years and has been
in the National Honor Society for
four years, where she has served
as president the last two years.
She has been a class officer the
last three years and a member of
4-H.

50 YEARS AGO (1970)  

Mrs. Robert A. Trisch and her
brother have come a long way to
run a cleaners in Cass City. Dark,
slim and vivacious Mrs. Trisch is
a native of Italy who has been in
the United States for six years and
her brother, Tony Nappo, has been
here for just six months. Mr. and
Mrs. Trisch purchased King’s

Research has consistently revealed that people in America’s Midwest are the
least patient in the country when it comes to waiting on hold during calls to busi-
nesses.

One study of 2,234 consumers revealed that just 53 percent of respondents in
the Midwest are prepared to wait on hold longer than one minute, putting them
level with those in the South as the most impatient in America. Consumers in the
Northeast received the title as most patient in the country (57 percent).

I guess I could buy that, but I’m not convinced patience is a regional virtue.
I mean, this study also notes that millennials (the whipper snappers born between

1975 and 1995) are among the least patient.
Well, stop the presses.
What have millennials ever had to wait for?
It’s no wonder young people (well, many of them) have even less patience than

those of us born a couple (or many) years earlier – they’re spoiled, not to put too
fine a point on it. I mean, start with instant information; this is a generation that
was born at a time when most homes already had a computer, excluding third
world countries, and could do more with that computer by the time they finished
kindergarten than some of us can yet today.
And they know how to use the technology, to be sure. When was the last time

you went out and didn’t see a dozen or more of them with their eyes glued to a
cell phone, iPad or whatever, checking email, Facebook, Twitter or some other
social networking site? And it doesn’t really matter what else they’re doing at
the time (i.e. crossing a busy street, changing a baby, driving, etc.).

Now, if we could just convince them – and this is a lesson for all of us — that
most of what you see on social media websites should never be taken at face
value, we might be on to something.

But that’s another column entirely.
Anyway, that sort of demand for instant gratification would leave most of the

younger generations horrified at the thought of having to use a telephone that
was physically connected to anything (like a wall), and if no one answered, you
simply had to try again.  Later.

I won’t even go into memories of that golden oldie — the party line. 
Just try to get one of them to imagine limiting their communication options (say,

with their friends) to making such a phone call or – gasp — actually writing a
letter by hand.  With a pencil or pen. No keyboard, no cell phone, no instant mes-
saging, no Skyping, no email and no fax (if you don’t know what that is, young-
ster, look it up). Yup, no anything but a piece of paper, an envelope and a stamp.
Oh, I forget: and no selfies, thank goodness.
Yeah, I know, letter writing is ancient, gone the way of the telephone directory,

which I still find quite useful on occasion.  
Most of this generation also has never known a time when they didn’t have 300

or more television channels to choose from (and most wouldn’t know how to
turn on a television without a remote). When we were young, we had to wait until
our favorite show or movies came on (and for some of us, we were looking for-
ward to seeing it in black and while for a time). There was no recording – if you
missed it, you missed it.  

Today? There’s streaming, Netflix, etc.  And there’s no limit to the resources
for their favorite shows, music or whatever – there’s always YouTube, iTunes
and countless other resources. Commercials?  Forget about it.

The millennials are probably the most educated generation to-date. Even so,
they don’t seem to know much about being patient.

I guess patience just comes easier for baby boomers like myself.
Well, once that knot head driving in front of me figures out where he’s going.

C’mon, dad, pick a lane!
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Sharing the issues
important to you

by Senator
Kevin Daley

Listening is important.
To most of us, that seems like common sense. It sounds like some-

thing my wife Debbie would say to her second grade class. But I often
think it bears repeating. In my experience, many politicians are more
interested in hearing their own voice than they are in hearing yours.
The reality is some communities aren’t truly represented by their
elected officials.
That’s a shame, but it happens.

I’m determined to make sure this doesn’t happen so long as I am
your state senator. One of the best ways to hear from you is to meet
with you face-to-face. That’s why I host office hours across the 31st
Senate District every month.

Each month I travel to events in Bay, Lapeer and Tuscola counties
to ensure people across the district have a chance to make it to these
meetings. Details for my monthly office hours can be found on my
website (www.SenatorKevinDaley.com) by clicking “office hours”
under the “resources” tab.
Meeting folks, solving issues and getting to hear about what matters

the most to you is one of my favorite parts of being your state senator.
Everyone has a story to tell, and it’s important that I hear from you
about how we can continue moving Michigan forward.

Unfortunately, I’ll never be able to meet face-to-face with each of
the nearly 250,000 people that make up our district, but that doesn’t
mean your opinions should go unheard. Similar to last year, my office
is putting out a survey of state issues to gather input from folks back
home in the district.

This is an opportunity for you to let me know what issues you care
about most. I want to know what you think — even if you don’t think
we’ll agree on an issue; you just might be surprised by the common
ground we can find.
I especially want to know what state issue is most important to you.

What should we be focused on in Lansing during the upcoming year?
Should it be roads, education, more auto insurance reform, health care,
public safety or something else? Is there a local issue that sticks out
in your mind that the state may be able to help with?

As your legislator, it is my job to be your voice in the state Capitol.
You elected me to represent you, and it’s been one of the greatest hon-
ors of my life. In order to do the best job possible, I need to keep an
open line of communication with folks back home. So please feel free
to visit my website at www.SenatorKevinDaley.com to fill out this
survey whenever you can.
As always, my staff and I are available to help with any state issue.

Whether it’s a problem navigating state bureaucracy or dealing with
government, or if you just want to share your thoughts and ideas on a
legislative issue, you can contact my staff and me whenever you need
to.
My office can be reached at (517) 373-1777, at www.SenatorKevin-

Daley.com, or by mail at Senator Kevin Daley, P.O. Box 30036, Lans-
ing, MI 48909-7536. If you’re ever in the Lansing area during the
week, we’d love to have you drop by the office, which is located at
201 Townsend St., Suite 5200, Lansing.

No matter what the issue may be, I want you to know that my staff
and I will be there to do whatever we can to make our community the
best place possible. We’re here to help and to listen.

Sen. Kevin Daley represents the 31st state Senate District, which in-
cludes Bay, Lapeer and Tuscola counties.

Schools address concerns over
virus risk to student travelers

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Tuscola County Health Depart-
ment officials are closely monitor-
ing the wellbeing of students in
two school districts in the county
who may have come into contact
with the COVID-19 (novel coro-
navirus).

The schools are Vassar and
Unionville-Sebewaing Area. Vas-
sar Schools is in the southwestern
part of the county and USA is in
the northern part of the county and
extends into Huron County.
Vassar School officials sent out a

notice that two of its students trav-
eled through a New Zealand air-
port that had exposure to the
coronavirus as a passenger passed
through the airport.

“We were informed that mem-
bers of our school community re-
cently traveled through an airport
after a person who tested positive
for coronavirus. The individual
who tested positive did not travel
on the same flight, but they trav-
eled through the same airport for
their own flight,” explained USA’s

press release regarding the possi-
ble exposure.

Both school districts immedi-
ately consulted with the Tuscola
County Health Department to de-
termine appropriate actions to pro-
tect students, staff and their
communities.
According to Ann Hepfer, health

officer for both the Tuscola and
Huron county health departments,
students from both schools were
involved in “a very low risk situ-
ation” as the students never came
in contact with the person in-
fected.

“If parents or schools are con-
cerned, they could take the stu-
dents’ temperatures daily for 10
days, but this is not a situation that
we would quarantine for,” Hepfer
said.

Hepfer encourages all area resi-
dents to become educated about
the new virus, although many
questions remain unanswered.

“We do know enough about this
infection to provide you with
common sense approaches to re-
duce community-wide out-
breaks,” she noted.

The virus is highly infectious, so
everyone is urged to wash their
hands frequently and to keep their
hands away from their face.

Other general recommendations
at this time include being prepared
by keeping two weeks’ worth of
cold medications, prescriptions,
and household staples on hand so
you do not have to go out when
you are sick.

“Stay home when you are sick,”
was the advice Hepfer gave. “If
you think you have coronavirus,
call and tell your doctor or ER be-
fore you go so they can prepare
for your arrival.”
The elderly and those with weak-

ened immune systems are at the
greatest risk for severe illness.

School officials throughout the
region, including Cass City, re-
main in contact with local health
officials and are working to keep
the lines of communication open
in their communities.
More information is available by

visiting the local health depart-
ment website as well as the state
website at Michigan.gov.

State doubles capacity to test for virus
As cases of coronavirus disease

(COVID-19) increase in the
United States and internationally,
the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) Bureau of Laboratories
has increased its testing supplies
to test more than 300 Michigan-
ders for the virus, more than dou-
bling its previous testing capacity.

That’s according to officials at
the MDHHS lab, which received
additional test kits from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) last week. The kits
are currently undergoing a valida-
tion process, but were expected to
be ready for use by the end of the
week.
“We want Michiganders to know

that their state laboratory is ready
and able to provide testing for
COVID-19,” said Dr. Joneigh
Khaldun, chief medical executive
and chief deputy for health at
MDHHS. “We are currently able
to provide same day turnaround
for test results.”
The new test kits arrived follow-

ing news from the CDC that test-
ing criteria had expanded to
include any persons, including
healthcare workers, who have had
close contact with a laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19 patient

within 14 days of symptom onset,
or a history of travel to one of the
affected geographic areas within
14 days of symptom onset. The af-
fected areas include China, Iran,
Italy, Japan and South Korea.

The new testing criteria will
allow Michigan and other states to
confirm COVID-19 cases much
quicker in an effort to slow the
spread of the disease in the United
States, Khaldun said.

In addition, the MDHHS state
lab is in the process of surveying
hospital labs across the state to de-
termine which labs wish to begin

providing testing. A Laboratory
Leadership Service Fellow has
been requested from CDC to help
Michigan hospitals with the vali-
dation process.

To-date, there are no confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Michigan. As
of March 4, eight people have
been tested for COVOD-19 in the
state; five by CDC and three by
MDHHS.

Officials note this is a rapidly
evolving situation. For the latest
information, visit
Michigan.gov/coronavirus or
CDC.gov/coronavirus.

cent). Tuscola County Prosecutor
Mark E. Reene said conditions
placed on Bader’s bond include
orders that he have no contact
with minor children in any man-
ner. He is also prohibited from ac-
cessing the Internet.
The charges followed an investi-

gation launched by Caro police
after the department along with
the Tuscola County Sheriff’s De-

Continued from page one.

Bader waives prelim exam
partment received numerous con-
tacts from alarmed citizens who
had viewed a YouTube video
posted on Facebook Feb. 1.

“Search warrants were prepared
and executed (the next day), with
several items of evidence having
been seized and which are cur-
rently being analyzed,” Reene
said, noting Bader could face ad-
ditional charges.
The video starts out with the de-

piction of online conversations,
allegedly between the suspect and
an individual identifying them-
selves as a 14-year-old boy. Later
in the video, after the two al-
legedly make arrangements to
meet in the parking lot of the
YMCA in Bay City, the adult who
posted the clip approaches the sus-
pect’s vehicle and confronts him.

Bader is perhaps best known in
the Cass City area for his longtime
affiliation with the Youth For
Christ organization as a Campus
Life director for the Cass City and
Kingston areas. He also served as
a youth camp counselor and as a
youth leader for Christian clubs
organized in area school districts,
including Cass City. 
Bader’s LinkedIn profile lists his

latest job title as chaplain and ac-
tivities director at Lighthouse
Neurological in Caro, although he
had not been employed there in
years.

Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in Cass City will host its
next Movie Matinee Friday,
March 20, at 1:30 p.m.

Slated to be shown this month is
“A Dog’s Way Home” — based
on the beloved best-selling novel.
The film chronicles the heart-
warming adventure of Bella, a de-
voted dog who embarks on a
400-mile journey home after she
is separated from her beloved
human (96 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This adult program is offered free
of charge.

Movie Matinee

at library set

for March 20
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News briefs
Coaching changes set in Ubly
UBLY — The Ubly Board of Education recently addressed some coach-
ing positions.
The board approved the hiring of Alyssa Briolat as the new junior var-

sity softball coach, and accepted the resignation of Moses Garner as
varsity boys track coach. Garner will continue to teach English for the
school. 

College/ag night rescheduled
CARO – The Tuscola Technology Center’s fifth annual Agricultural
Career and College Night, previously canceled due to inclement
weather, has been rescheduled for Thursday, March 19, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the tech center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro.

The evening will feature more than 25 employers as well as college
representatives who will be on hand to discuss agricultural industry
needs. There will also be drawings for door prizes.
Registration will begin at 5:45 p.m. More information is available by

calling (989) 673-5300.

Board okays reappointments
CARO — The Tuscola County Board of Commissioners recently reap-
pointed Daniel Grimshaw, Joann Helmbold and Kenneth Partridge to
the Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems Board of Directors.

Commissioners also approved a resolution honoring Paula Ca-
vanaugh’s years of service on the Tuscola Behavioral Health Board.
She is moving out of county and therefore will have to resign from the
board.

In addition, the board approved the hiring of Jennifer Hinojosa as a
full-time dispatcher.

“Market on river” set in July
CASS CITY – Organizers are gearing up for the annual “Market On
The River” this summer, Friday, July 24, through Sunday, July 26, at
Evergreen Park, 4731 N. Van Dyke Rd. (M-53), Cass City.

The event will feature craft vendors, a flea market, “up-cycled” craft
vendors, food trucks and more. To sign up as a vendor, or for more in-
formation, call (989) 325-6501 or send an email to: brooke-
spencer33@yahoo.com.
The 103-acre Evergreen Park is located nine miles north of M-46 along

M-53, and it is adjacent to the Cass River. The facility is handicap ac-
cessible and offers camping and bathroom/shower facilities, complete
with modern pull-through sites.

Tech students shine at event
CARO – Some Tuscola Technology Center law enforcement students,
under the direction of new teacher Steve Roland, a former Tuscola
County Sheriff’s deputy, made a name for themselves during a recent
SkillsUSA competition at Delta College.
Morgan Russell of Cass City won the overall Law Enforcement Skills

competition and qualified to compete at the state level. Matthew Piazza
of Vassar also qualified for states. In addition, the Crime Scene Inves-
tigation Team, which consists of Haley Skunda of Millington, Angela
Lemmon of Caro and Karalee Nusz of Caro, placed second.

Sign up for 4-H Exploration Days
LANSING – Registration for this year’s 4-H Exploration Days was
scheduled to open Tuesday, March 10, and is open to Michigan 4-Hers
ages 11 and older as of Jan. 1, 2020.

4-H Exploration Days is designed to help youth build the skills they
need to successfully transition to college and to life as an adult. Michi-
gan 4-H youth who participate have the opportunity to stay in MSU
campus residence halls while attending classroom and field trip sessions
throughout their stay.
With more than 200 session choices held on and off campus, there are

topics for everyone including animal science, business and entrepre-
neurship, international language and culture, performing and visual arts,
and science, engineering and technology.

During the 2019 4-H Exploration Days, nearly 2,000 youth attended
and they gained important life skills like decision making, problem
solving and communication.

Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. All registration in-
formation should be turned in to an MSU Extension office. The deadline
to register is Friday, April 24. For more information, visit the website
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_exploration_days.

Pheasant hunt fundraiser set
UBLY — A day of pheasant hunting, camaraderie, and good food will
help to support a Huron County Hospital.

The Harbor Beach Hospital Foundation will again host its European
Tower Pheasant Hunt Saturday, April 18, at the Rooster Ranch, 7480
Germania Rd., Ubly.
Participants must register by Monday, April 13. The price is $260 per

adult hunter and $200 per youth hunter. The event includes breakfast,
clay pigeon shooting practice, a tower hunt, homemade lunch, and
walking pheasant hunt with guides and dogs.
All proceeds from the event will go to benefit the Harbor Beach Hos-

pital’s Foundation.
More information is available by calling event coordinator Laura Janks

at (989) 479-5023.

Weather spotter workshop set
CARO — The National Weather Service Skywarn will conduct a severe
weather/tornado spotter workshop Wednesday, April 8, starting at 7 p.m.
at the Tuscola County Medical Care Business Annex, 1285 Cleaver Rd.,
Caro.

Participants are asked to register by sending an email to tcemander-
son@tuscolacounty.org or by calling (989) 673-5181.
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Kingston Schools addresses grading, logo

Funding awarded to shelters
SANILAC COUNTY -- The Michigan Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development (MDARD) recently announced the recipients of
2020 Animal Welfare Fund grants, and a Thumb animal shelter is
among them.
The Sanilac County Humane Society Inc. was awarded a $7,000 grant.
This year, MDARD distributed $127,240 to 23 registered animal shel-

ters throughout the state to support the spaying and neutering of shelter
dogs and cats.

The funding also helps to support many anti-cruelty and proper care
programs and training around the state. Registered shelters also can re-
ceive assistance through the grant program for the unrecovered costs
of care for animals involved in legal investigations.  

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

munity in our next steps here at
Revive.”

The Common Grounds Café
promises to be unique among
most eateries in the Thumb.

“It’s going to be a very simple
café,” Sangster explained in De-
cember. He said the initial plans
call for offering a couple of staple
food items, such as burgers and
pizza, along with a daily dinner
special. There will also be soups,
chili, etc.

Like Revive Ministries, the café
will be a non-profit operation, re-
lying on donations only. In other
words, Sangster said, customers
will be asked to pay what they can
afford. The idea, he added, is that
those who can afford to buy a
meal will do so and also donate a
few extra dollars to cover the cost
of those unable to pay.

“We’re looking at it as another
tool to reach into the community,”
he said. “We’re stepping out on
faith, for sure. (But) we have had
a lot of support from the commu-
nity already – and excitement.”

Members of the Revive Min-
istries Board of Directors have
talked about the café idea for sev-
eral years, but they knew they
couldn’t make it work without hir-
ing someone dedicated solely to
managing the operation.

However, the board decided to
pursue opening the café and offer
the job of managing the operation
to its longtime board president —
Sangster – last fall after Sangster
found himself at a crossroads in
his career.

Sangster figures God’s timing
had everything to do with him los-
ing his job as an engineering de-
signer at Walbro in conjunction
with a round of cutbacks in late
October, the same way the door to
employment at Walbro was
opened up after he was forced to
close the books on a 17 ½-year ca-
reer as a mechanic with the clo-
sure of J and C Service, Cass City.
And while he’s been busy prepar-

ing for his new career with com-
mercial food preparation training
and health department paperwork,
Sangster is eager to get started.
“I went to college (to study auto)

mechanics, but I’ve always loved
cooking and always had a passion
to have a restaurant,” he said. “So,
we’re excited. Thumb Bank (and
Trust) has backed us very gra-
ciously. Right from the start,
they’ve been a very big supporter.

“This creates another avenue to
be involved in the community…
by giving back – reaching into the
community and showing God’s
love,” Sangster said of the Com-
mon Grounds Cafe. “It’s building
relationships with (members of)
the community, and getting them
to build relationships with each
other.”

Editor’s note: More information
related to the Common Grounds
Café and all Revive Ministries
programs is available by calling
(989) 551-7803.

Continued from page one.

percentages were high enough in
two nine-week final grades, stu-
dents could still get a 4.0 final
grade using the 4.0 conversion
scale that Kingston currently
uses.”

The initial consensus during the
meeting was to continue with the
grading system the district has
used for a number of years, but to
possibly change the percentages to
45, 45 and 10.
“If that is done, the student could

still get a B on finals, and had A’s
for the other weeks. It would still
be a 4.0, but that would de-empha-
size someone else’s percentages,”
Drake said. “Those were the dis-

Continued from page one. cussions we had.”
Some asked why the district’s

grading system is so much differ-
ent than the other school districts
in the area.

“Historically, we’ve had a hard
time trying to track the reason
down,” Drake said. “It seems the
system has been used since 1999
or 2000.  This is the first time our
method has been questioned in the
seven years I’ve been here. We
figured it was because there was
such wild disparity between when
it is done by straight percentage.
On the other side, if a student had
a horrible first nine weeks and
posted a 35 percent for a final
grade, it would be nearly impossi-
ble to pass the semester.”

At the end of the meeting, there
were a few who said they felt the
district should grade the way other
districts do, while others wanted
more time to think about the issue.

“My personal opinion, as an ed-
ucational leader, is that getting a
C on a final exam should disqual-
ify you from getting a perfect 4.0,
but on the flip-side, saying stu-
dents have to get a B+ on a final
exam to earn a 4.0 “A” might be a
little too much to ask,” he said.
“Dropping that down to getting a
B on the finals would be okay
with me to be able to keep that
4.0.”
“We don’t have higher standards,

but we are making attainment of a
4.0 harder with our method —
harder than any of the other
schools in our area,” one parent
commented. “Doing the math our
way makes it harder for them to
get a 4.0…and, that is a true state-
ment.”

The solution at the end of the
meeting was to have options sent
in emails to the high school prin-
cipal, who will share the results he
receives during the school board
meeting scheduled for March 16.

School mascot

Turning to the school mascot,
those in attendance viewed more
than two dozen different images
that could be adopted as
Kingston’s new logo. The images
included some using the same car-
dinal head with a different back-
ground and some without the
cardinal coming out of a vortex.
The search for a new logo began

earlier this year when Kingston
School officials were contacted by
Iowa State University (ISU),
which uses a copyrighted version
of the same mascot featuring an
angry cardinal with a clenched fist

inside of a swirling image.
The only difference between the

two is Kingston’s letters of KHS
and the college’s spelling out the
name Iowa State Cyclones.

“Everyone looked at (the new
image possibilities during last
week’s special meeting), but no
one picked one. So we still
haven’t found a logo to go with. It
seemed like we were shying away
from just using a cardinal head,”
Drake said. “The consensus
seemed to be to use some kind of
logo with an open wing. It is hard
to find just a cardinal head that
hasn’t been copyrighted.”

The open winged concept was
sent out to some graphic design
companies to see if they can de-
velop a new logo from that con-
cept.
Just taking out the vortex part of

the logo was considered as a sim-
ple and possible option, but it re-
ally isn’t.
If Kingston just removed the vor-

tex part of their logo, it would
have to be sent to Iowa State to
see if it was an acceptable enough
change or not. And, even if the
new design were feasible,
Kingston officials would eventu-
ally have to look at revising the
design already in place on the
gym floor, mats and uniforms.

“Either way…it will all have to
be replaced,” he noting, adding
whatever logo the district decides
to go with, “We will have it copy-
righted. If we don’t get it at least
copyrighted in Michigan, some-
one could take it and use it and get
it copyrighted and we would be
back in the same situation.”

In the meantime, Kingston’s at-
torney and the college’s attorney
are still working out the details
and issues, and the district is
slowly starting to transition away
from the logo it has used for years,
removing it from school letter-
heads and its Facebook page.

“We are hoping the college will
allow us 15 years to transition the
big items like the logo on the gym
floor and such,” Drake said.
“Even though they are making us
change our logo, they have been
very, very gracious about the
issue. They have not been threat-
ening or asking for monetary
damages.
“We acknowledged we are work-

ing on making the changes, and
they seem to be satisfied with
that.”

Until a logo design has been of-
ficial approved by the school
board, Drake said, Kingston “will
be the school without a logo.”

Revive cafe

WHAT’S

YOUR

FLAVOR?

We deliver the Cass City
Chronicle to your mailing
address or e-mail!

Call (989) 872-2010
for more information!
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A TUSCOLA County woman survived and her two-year-old passenger escaped

unharmed when the vehicle she was driving struck a train at a railroad crossing

in Vassar Township Friday morning. Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies re-

ported the accident occurred on Kirk Road, south of Waterman Road. Deputies

said a 28-year-old female from Caro was driving a Chevrolet Impala when she

struck a train that was crossing the intersection. The driver, whose name was

not released, was transported to a hospital for treatment of her injuries. (Photo

courtesy of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department)

CASS CITY’S Addy Battel was among the 2020-21

Michigan FFA state officers elected during the 92nd

Michigan FFA State Convention at MSU last week.

A member of the Cass City FFA Chapter, Battel was

named vice president of Region I. She also earned a

gold award in the 2020 Prepared Public Speaking

Competition, won the agricultural processing pro-

ficiency award for maple syrup production, and was

named state Star in Agribusiness for her work with

County Line Kids Pure Maple Syrup and Meating

the Need for our Village Hunger Project.

Detroit man charged in crime spree

ship came shortly after 5 p.m.
after a resident called 911 to re-
port a home invasion in progress
in the area of Kingston Road near
Marlette Road.

The investigation revealed the
suspect possibly stole a vehicle in
Wayne County earlier in the day
and was involved in at least one
robbery, which happened in
Lapeer County, troopers reported.

“Around 5:13 p.m., the sus-
pected crashed the stolen Dodge
pickup in the area of Kingston

Continued from page one. Road near Marlette Road and fled
on foot. The suspect then stole a
second pickup and again crashed
just down the road.
“After this second crash, the sus-

pect entered an occupied resi-
dence and demanded…keys but
was run off by the occupants and
a dog. These homeowners called
911 and followed the suspect east
on Marlette Road and updated 911
on the location of the suspect.”

It was during that time, troopers
said, that the suspect entered an-

other residence and threated to kill
a female and demanded the keys
to her vehicle, but her husband
chased him out of the couple’s res-
idence.

“As the suspect was fleeing, he
was attempting to stop vehicles in
an attempt to carjack them,” a
news release issued by the post
stated.

Butler was transported to the
Tuscola County Jail, where he
was lodged and remains behind
bars pending his next court date.

TELE-NEUROLOGY
NOW IN CARO

DON’T SIT ON A WAIT LIST FOR MONTHS!

JODI GANLEY, DO

McLaren Caro Region
Speciality Clinic
705 E. Franks Street
(989) 673-1670

Dr. Ganley from McLaren Flint’s Neuroscience Institute is accepting 
new patients in the Caro area through telemedicine. Telemedicine uses 

technology to offer long distance patient and clinician contact, advice, and 
monitoring. With this technology, patients are able to be seen faster than 

waiting to see a doctor in their office.
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(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro

CURTIS GARBER 
CHEVROLET  CADILLAC
www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra
*W.A.C. - Finance terms vary, see dealer for details

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

JOHN 
MERZ

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

MEGAN
SAYLES

SALES TEAM

2017 CADILLAC XT5 LUXURY
$353/MO

AWD, Leather, Bose, 
Navigation,

Heated seats, Backup 
camera, Sunroof,

Power liftgate

2014 RAM 1500 EXPRESS

$299/MO
Crew Cab, 4x4, 

Tow pkg, Tonneau 
cover, Running 

boards

2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT

$242/MO
Leather, Backup 

camera, Remote start,
Stow n’ Go seating, 

3rd row

2016 GMC SIERRA SLE

$358/MO
4x4, Running boards, 

Tonneau cover, Carpeted 
bed liner, Back up camera,

Remote start, Heated seats, 
GM Certified!

2018 CHEVROLET COLORADO Z71

$398/MO
4x4, Crew Cab, Heated 
seats, Backup camera,
Remote start, Tow pkg, 

Only 16,000 miles!
GM Certified!

2018 GMC TERRAIN DENALI

$364/MO
AWD, Leather, Heated seats,
Bose, Advanced safety pkg, 

Navigation, Moonroof, Heated 
steering wheel, 

GM Certified!

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$249/MO
Backup camera, Remote 

start, Heated seats, Safety 
pkg, Power liftgate, 

GM Certified

VIEW MORE
INVENTORY AT

WWW.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.COM
OR STOP BY OUR

PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM
AT 700 N STATE ST

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$268/MO
AWD, Roof rack, Heated seats, 
Remote start, Backup camera, 

Blind spot monitoring,
GM Certified!

2017 CHEVROLET IMPALA PREMIER

$299/MO
Heated/Cooled seats, Remote 

start, Leather, Heated 
steering wheel, Safety

pkg, GM Certified
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IN ALL, 65 Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)-posi-

tive deer were identified from the 2019 hunting sea-

sons – and all were from counties with a known

CWD presence, according to the Michigan Depart-

ment of Natural Resources (DNR).

DNR: highlights of
‘19 hunting seasons
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is sharing some high-

lights of the 2019 deer hunting seasons, which ended in late January
2020.
Those seasons were marked by widespread participation in the state’s

surveillance efforts around chronic wasting disease, especially in areas
of the state with a known CWD presence. In addition to those CWD
testing results, the department also takes a look at license sales, com-
pliance with the deer and elk baiting and feeding ban and more.
During 2019, the DNR tested just over 20,000 deer for chronic wasting

disease, continuing Michigan’s role as a national leader in CWD sur-
veillance efforts. The year before, during the 2018 seasons, about 25
percent of all deer heads tested in the United States were tested in
Michigan.

For the 2019 seasons, the department set testing goals of about 9,200
deer in the Lower Peninsula’s 16-county CWD management zone and
about 3,300 in the Upper Peninsula’s surveillance areas. Those regions,
respectively, saw 16,000 and 1,500 deer tested.

More than 2,500 deer also were tested in other parts of Michigan not
associated with disease surveillance goals.
“This year, we achieved most of our individual county and area goals,”

said DNR deer specialist Chad Stewart.
“The goals we set and the ensuing test results help us to determine

where on the landscape the CWD is found and the scale at which it ex-
ists.”

In all, 65 CWD-positive deer were identified from the 2019 hunting
seasons – and all were from counties with a known CWD presence.

“Our primary area of infection remains in parts of Montcalm and
northeast Kent counties, where we knew the disease existed going into
2019 hunting seasons,” Stewart said. “We are encouraged that we have
not found new CWD positives outside of this known area.”
Despite finding 65 positive animals, officials caution about comparing

the low number of positives with the high number tested and saying
there is not a problem.
“Fifty-three of our total positives came out of Montcalm and northeast

Kent counties, where we tested about 3,000 deer,” Stewart added. “This
may not sound like much, but we know from the experience of other
states that without active management of the disease, CWD prevalence
rates can increase rapidly over time.”
Stewart said that CWD is a problem in Michigan’s deer herd that will

require a commitment to long-term solutions.
“Active management includes targeted removals, baiting and feeding

bans and carcass movement restrictions and is our best chance of keep-
ing the disease as limited as possible for as long as possible,” he said.

Disease control permits

At this time of the year, the department has shifted its CWD manage-
ment focus by asking private property owners in CWD areas to assist
in disease surveillance – and provides disease control permits to help
them do it.
In townships where CWD has been identified, hunters and landowners

with five acres or more are eligible to receive disease control permits,
which allow landowners to take deer on their property and submit deer
heads for testing. If the test does not detect CWD, the property owner
may keep the deer.

Hunter participation

Last fall, much media attention was given to the fact that hunter num-
bers are declining in Michigan. While true, the trend isn’t new, and it
isn’t specific to Michigan, according to DNR officials, who say across
the country, states are feeling the financial pressure from reduced hunter
numbers, because revenue from hunting license sales makes up a large
portion of the funding for critical conservation work.

“Nationwide, hunting has had a gradual decline over the last several
decades,” said Eichinger. “The trend is likely due to a combination of
factors, including generations of hunters that are aging out of the sport
and younger generations that are less likely to participate in hunting
due to societal changes.”
Last year, deer license sales were down about three percent over 2018.

That decline mirrored past years, despite predictions of greater de-
creases due to Michigan’s deer and elk baiting and feeding ban. In fact,
the hunter numbers declined least in the CWD core area, which is ben-
eficial for monitoring and managing the disease.
“While the decline in hunters is certainly discouraging, we know that

hunting remains an important part of Michigan’s rich heritage,”
Eichinger said. “That’s why we always encourage veteran hunters to
introduce the sport to new hunters whenever and wherever they can.”

Deer baiting ban

The prohibition of deer baiting and feeding in the Lower Peninsula
was another important hunting topic. The ban, which was implemented
to limit the spread of CWD and bovine tuberculosis, sought to reduce
the congregation of deer over bait piles, where disease can be spread
through bodily fluids like saliva, urine and feces.
“While feedback we’ve heard indicates this hasn’t been the most pop-

ular regulation, the best available science shows that baiting bans are
an effective tool to limit disease spread,” said Stewart. “Anything that
we can do to limit the chances for deer to return to the same location
hour after hour, day after day, helps to reduce the risk of disease spread.
It’s a lot like not hosting a dinner party when you’re sick, to prevent
your family or co-workers from getting sick.”

DNR conservation officers enforced the baiting ban in its first year
and found that overall hunter compliance was satisfactory, though cer-
tainly not 100 percent.


