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A LACK OF deep snow cover has enabled the Thumb’s wildlife pop-

ulation, including deer, to find enough to eat this winter, at least so

far. These whitetailed deer were spotted in a field south of Cass City. 

HIS NAME MAY not be Frosty, but this snowman has put his time in as

Cass City’s own temporary winter welcome wagon at the corner of Main

and Seeger streets over the past week or so, thanks to Ethan Bulla, 17,

and Vincent Favazza, 18, both of Cass City, who constructed the patriotic

snow figure Feb. 9.

Local schools among
districts beating the
odds in pupil success

Student count trend
continues to improve

State: Tuscola County Land Bank 
Authority is now up and running

Planning board

okays permit for

gravel operation

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Elkland Township Planning
Commission approved recently a
permit that will allow representa-
tives of a Huron County firm to
open a gravel mining operation
just east of Cass City.

The local planning board ap-
proved a special land use permit
for A3 Crushing and Aggregate
LLC, Ruth, during a public hear-
ing at the Elkland Township Hall,
attended by a handful of area res-
idents, according to Elkland
Township Zoning Administrator
Gary Jones.
Jones noted the mining operation

is located at 4312 Crawford Rd.,
about a half-mile south of M-81
on the east side of Crawford Road.
Jones wasn’t certain of the total
acreage involved, but said A3
Crushing and Aggregate officials
have the minimum 20 acres re-
quired for a mining operation. The
land is zoned for forestry-conser-
vation use.

The company had already
cleared one hurdle in the process
required to obtain the township’s
okay to open for business.

Jones noted mining operations
are required to have access to a

Please turn to page 16.Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Har-
tel will tell you he doesn’t put
much stock in the annual winter
enrollment count school districts
conduct every February, largely
because the numbers don’t have
nearly the impact as the statewide
tally completed each fall.
But he’ll also tell you this year’s

student enrollment marks a con-
tinuing – and welcome – trend in-
dicating student numbers are
finally leveling off.

The February count was com-
pleted last Wednesday, and Hartel
reported a total of 524 students at
Cass City Elementary School, an
increase of one student compared
to last fall. At the junior-senior
high school, the enrollment is at
466 students, a loss of seven stu-
dents since October. That’s a net
loss of six kids.
“It sure beats losing 15 or 20 stu-

dents, which we’ve done in the
past. So, I’m seeing a good trend
there,” Hartel said.

School officials in Cass City,
along with those in districts across
the Thumb, have watched student
numbers fall by hundreds of
youngsters over a period of about
two decades.
For several years, Cass City was

losing an average of 3.7 percent of
the district’s student population
annually after the 2005-06 school
year, when the district boasted an
enrollment of roughly 1,500 kids.
In 2001-02, Cass City had more
than 1,600 students enrolled.
Over the past decade, from 2010-

11 through this school year, Hartel
said, Cass City has lost roughly
164 kids, which translates into a
14 percent enrollment decline.
During the previous decade –
2001-02 through 2010-11, the dis-
trict lost 442 students for an en-
rollment decline of about 28
percent.

“We’ve cut (our losses) in half,”
Hartel said, noting the district’s

enrollment has shrunk by just one
percent in each of the 2017-18,
2018-19 and 2019-20 school
years.

Enrollment plays a key role in
school funding from the state,
which “blends” student counts
conducted twice a year by dis-

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The State Land Bank Authority
announced Friday the creation of
the Tuscola County Land Bank
Authority.

Tuscola County joins 47 other
local land banks statewide, and is
the third county in the Thumb to
create a land bank authority.
Huron County and Sanilac County
have each created one.

“The new Tuscola County Land
Bank Authority will give us the
economic development tools
needed to help eliminate blight,
spur economic development in
our county, fix title problems and

deal with properties that have little
or no market value,” explained
Tuscola Economic Development
Corporation Executive Director
Stephen Erickson.
Although Tuscola County Com-

missioners recently approved
forming a land bank, it was the
second time that they did that.
In October 2018, commissioners

approved forming a land bank at
the urging of state officials, be-
cause it would be beneficial to the
county regarding 650 acres of
land — including the two state
prisons outside of Caro – that
were ripe for development.
However, while encouraging the

county to form a land bank, the

Michigan Land Bank Fast Track
Authority posted on its website a
request for proposals for 226 acres
of land that included the former
prison camp and some psychiatric
hospital property in Tuscola
County. The posting also took
place in October 2018.

Commissioners were surprised
by the state’s action. It was noted
that at the time the state was inter-
ested in giving county officials the
property to develop if they formed
a land bank.
Although the state didn’t directly

guarantee the state land if a land
bank was formed, “they suggested
we strongly consider” developing

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A number of area school districts, including the Cass City Public
Schools, are “beating the odds” when it comes to educating students
facing socioeconomic challenges.
That’s according to the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, which re-

cently released its 2019 Michigan Context and Performance (CAP) Re-
port Card. The “CAP” Report Card measures elementary and middle
school performance across the state by adjusting average test scores for
schools based on their unique student demographics.
Schools that are “beating the odds” stand out by this measure, and the

report card gives parents and educators a fuller perspective when com-
paring schools, according to Ben DeGrow, director of education policy
at the Mackinac Center and co-author of the study.
The report ranks the performance of students in grades three through

eight at 2,203 public elementary and middle schools across the state,
including 254 charter public schools.
“The CAP Report Card compares multiple years of state test results to

the expected result given the socioeconomic makeup of a school’s stu-
dents,” DeGrow explained. “Because student poverty is strongly asso-
ciated with lower achievement scores, this allows for a more
comprehensive view when evaluating school performance.”

Under the Mackinac Center grading/ranking format, a CAP Score of
100 indicates that a school performed exactly as expected, given the so-
cioeconomic status of its student population. A score greater than 100
means a school exceeded expectations, while a score less than 100
means a school achieved below expectations.
Among Tuscola County schools, most earned a minimum CAP score

of 100. Topping the list was Akron-Fairgrove Elementary School with
a CAP score of 114.08, a statewide ranking of 64th (enrollment of 157,



PAGE TWO CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2020

��	�����
��������������������

������������

�����������!���$�
�������� ���
�������	�

	�� ������!���������!� �� �
%������������%

� &$�(�����&'�%�����
��#�'!�������')�#�����
��$!��������(#�+�����
������		�������������	����
��

��������
��������
���
�
###�� ���������

���������� ����� �����"��$�!�
�	����������()��'�%"��)�

� ���������	�	�	�
�	����	� $���
����!%��)���*!)���

� �����������		��
������  ����������!%��)�

� ���������	���
�
������������ ���������

��

�����
��	������

 �
�������������
 ������������ �������

 �
��������� �
�������

�������������
��������������	���
������
�
�	�

		�������������
��������������		�����

��������

�����

��

�����
�����	�����
���������������
��������������

���������������������������

��

		



��������		������

����������		��

��

��������������		����		����

��
�����
	����	�����	���

	�
����

������ �	���� �����

�������� ������

	������
��������������������������
��������������������������

��������������������������������������
�
��
	������

��

�����������������������
��		�����������������

��������

�������������������������������

�������������������������
	������

���	�����������������������
������
�
�������
��������������
�������������������	�������

����	����������	��������
��
���������������������������
����
�����	�����
�	������������������
�

�����������	������������������	�������������



����������		

�������� �����
��
���	���
�&*�("'(��+*�("'(���"&*"& ����*�"&"& 

!'%�)�� �(� �)����&��)������#)
�����������������

����	�����
�
	��	��	�	�

�	���
�	������	�
���	��

��$$ ������������


����		�������������������

����

��������������������
�����������������������������  

��������
�������������������������

��������������������
��

		

�������������������

�������!��
���������������
 �������������
��������������

������������
����������������
����������������

���
�����������
��������������

��������������
���������	�����


�����
���������������

��������
�����������������

���������	�������
��

	
����������
����������


����������
����������
��

Grade 3
Weston Guza
Gabby Hagen
Tyler Hartel

Audra Maurer*
Trenton Maurer

Meghan Mausolf
Liam Mueller

Landyn Raymond
Katherine Sulkowski

Avery Tenbusch*
Jolene Vogel

Lucas Volmering
Andrew Aumann

Mason Cady*
Adrienne Cleland*

Connor Essenmacher
Marquel Essenmacher

Ella Grifka*
William Grifka*
Lacie Horetski

Cooper Langenburg
Bristol Messing

Blaine Nicol
Asher Waterbeck

Grade 4
Hunter Budzisz

Brooklyn Morell*
Sophia Mueller
Myah Peruski*

Brianna Schmidt
Madyson Schumacher*

Xavier Sweeney
Anastasia Warchuck

Addison Weber
Ronna Yaroch

Alaina Donnellon*
Ava Donnellon*

Elle Marks
Sarah Romzek
Laura Roth*

Ian Schumacher
Blake Soule

Derek Stringer
Wyatt Walsh

Grade 5 
William Alburg 

Theodore Bischer* 
Carter Budzisz 
Claire Grifka* 
Beckett Hagen 

Waverly Hagen* 
Ian Harris* 
Nicole Klee 

Brooke Kolar* 
Graham Nicol 
Hope Ogryski* 

Brayden Sweeney*
Weston Bambach 

Collin Franzel 
Landon Greyerbiehl 

John Guza 
Destiny Leipprandt 
Irelyn Wolschleger 

Lily Wright

Grade 6
BreeAnn Adams
Arianna Aumann

Ella Gilliam
Sadi Heleski

Sophi Heleski
Logan Johnson*
Guy Knoblock*

Diamond Leipprandt
Griffin Messing

Lillian Michalski
Maleah Roth

Wyatt Schumacher

Ubly schools announce second 
marking period honor students

Suzanne Smigelski
Conner Smith

Makenzi Smith
Kylee Stirrett

Jordan Susalla*
Katie Sweeney
Michael Walsh

Owen Warchuck
Aaron Weber

Isabel Wright* 

Grade 7
Arabella Coddington* 

Miley Donnellon* 
McKenzie Essenmacher 

Kaden Flikkie 
Brayden Franzel 

Allie Guza* 
Grant Guza 
Rayne Guza 

Jacob Halifax 
Aiden Kolar 

Ethan Maurer* 
Miette-Pamela Maurer* 

Ryan McCarty 
Kara Morell 

Kaily Oberski 
Collin Osantowski 

Jullia Pawlosky 
Caleb Ratcliff 

Morgan Schulte 
Abbey Shaltonis 
Claire Smalley 
Cameron Smith 

Skyler Smith 
Addison Stomack* 
Camry Stringer* 

Javien Susalla 
Luke Volmering 

Auron Waterbeck 
Jasmine Wilbur 

Daniel Zdrojewski

Grade 8
Christopher Arlitt 
Jocelyn Bambach 
Brianna Beaver 
Nicole Benson 
Rose Brilinski* 
Jadyn Brown 

Landon Dekoski 
Mitchell Foote* 
Austin Franzel 
Austin Gentner 

Emily Greyerbiehl* 
Colin Grifka 
Utah Gusa* 

Addison Hagen 
Aran Harris* 

Mason Hughes 
Erica Klee 

Madeline Langenburg 
Ryan Learman* 
Seth Maurer* 
Jacob Messing 
Wade Messing 
Brett Mueller 
Caiden Parker 
Jenna Particka 
Evan Peruski 

Courtney Puvalowski 
Leah Schumacher 

Tori Shaltonis 
Jaxson Susalla* 

Aaron Weber

Grade 9
Haylee Arlitt 
Joy Auman 

Jeanna Bischer* 

Elizabeth Glentz 
Christopher Gosdzinski 

Maze Gusa* 
Abigail Guza* 

Carly Guza, 
Mark Heilig 
Alyson Jones 
Jalyn Kolar 

Anthony McCarty 
Abigail Michalski 

Jarrett Nast 
DeLaney Peruski 

Taylor Peruski 
Jace Susalla 

Seth Sweeney 
Andrew Vogel 

Logan Volmering 
Samantha Warczinsky 
Mercedes Wolschleger

Grade 10
Jenna Arntz* 

Matthew Brandel* 
Alexander Foote 
Nora Franzel* 

Trinity Franzel* 
Ethan Gillig 

Katelyn Grifka* 
Tess Grifka 

Alexiss Guigar* 
Lindsey Guza 

Theron Harris* 
Ryan Hill 

Carter Hughes 
Lily Kieliszewski* 
Brady Langenburg 

Kylie Maurer* 
Hailey Mausolf 
Logan Mueller* 
Colin Oberski* 
Myah Schulte 

Emma Smalley* 
Annisa Smith 
Leah Stringer* 
Kyle Sweeney*
Hunter Walker 
Emma Widger*

Grade 11
Alivia Bischer* 
Kendra Glaza 

Josephine Gusa* 
Carson Heleski 
Amanda Hill 

Haley Klama* 
Coryne Klemmer 
Haley Krueger* 
Allison Lautner 

Dajnae Leipprandt 
Erin McCarty* 

Reese McLellan* 
Shelby Messing 

Madison Michalski 
Sarah Peplinski* 

Levi Peruski 
Samantha Souva* 
Gabriel Sweeney 
Nolan Van Erp 

Elizabeth Weber* 
Hally Ziehm 

Grade 12
Olivia Brown 
Grace Conley 

Austin Cregeur 
Jacob Davis 
Kali Dutcher 

Grant Geiger* 
Rachel Leppek* 

Shelby May 
Claire Melnik 

Hannah Melnik 
Ellie Peruski 
Caleb Powers 
Ethan Sabins 

Hannah Schroeder
Jaiden Schulte 
Haley Smith 

Abigail Sorenson 
Katelyn Sweeney* 
Danielle Tschirhart 

Sierra Walker

*Denotes all A’s  

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Rockets = body parts

still times when a doll’s body part surfaces in the
lawn. When that happens, I can smile now as I re-
member my grown sons as mischievous little boys.

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Chronicle Editor Tom Montgomery’s recent article
about a 4-H rocket club in the tiny community of De-
ford was nothing short of amazing.

For several years, Tom and I were “frenemies”
(friendly enemies), competing against each other
when I worked at another newspaper. Because of
that, I would never admit that I enjoyed, much less
admired, his writings.

Now that we are co-workers, I can admit that fact.
We touch base about once a week on what articles
we are working on. He told me about a story he was
doing on a rocket club that had built a large rocket.
What I saw in my mind’s eye was nothing to the jaw
dropping size of the rocket his photograph showed.
His article about the Deford Dazzlers 4-H Rocketry

Team told about and showed the nine-foot-tall model
rocket the youth are constructing and hope to launch
during the Battle of the Rockets Competition in
Culpeper, Va., in the spring.

Tom’s article brought back memories of my sons’
attempts at rocketry.
I think every child goes through a stage of building

rockets and launching them. My sons were no differ-
ent.

They spent many an hour building, perfecting,
painting and launching their creations into the heav-
ens.

As they got older, they continued to build and
launch rockets on their own without me knowing
about it, but mothers have a way of finding out
things.

It started when I was mowing the lawn and found
parts of their GI-Joe figures scattered about the lawn.
I didn’t think much about finding an arm, leg, or head
of an Army guy here and there. After all, boys will
be boys, and they had a ton of GI-Joes they played
with.
Although they were older, I chalked it up to their ei-

ther hanging on to their childhood in still playing
with them, or that the toys had been left outside years
ago and just resurfaced.

But then I started finding body parts to my stored
childhood Barbie Doll collection while mowing. The
jig was up for them. It didn’t take a rocket scientist
to figure out what they had been up to.
When I confronted them with a severed Barbie head

and a left arm, they admitted they had not only con-
tinued to build rockets, but also built them to explode
with a GI-Joe onboard.

They decided to up the ante with stronger rockets
and added my dolls for a heavier payload.
While the sky may be the limit, there is a limit to a

mother’s patience, and they found it that day.
Although all of that was several years ago, there are
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The new Michigan Press Association (MPA) Directory,
due out in a few weeks, will feature a small slice of (De-
ford) heaven on the cover. MPA officials solicited Michi-
gan-themed photo submissions from member newspaper
staffers across the state a few months ago, and after re-
ceiving a monster load of submissions, decided on a four
seasons theme for the 2020 directory cover. One of the
pictures selected was a fall photo – shot by Chronicle Ed-
itor Tom Montgomery — featuring a large tree bursting
with vivid fall orange colors, next to an old brick home
just west of Deford.

Montgomery and the other three photo winners will be
recognized and presented with plaques featuring the new
directory cover during the annual MPA Convention next
month in Dearborn.

**********

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

3D-printed gun file
challenge spot on

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel has joined a
coalition of 21 attorneys general in challenging the
Trump administration’s latest effort to allow 3D-printed
gun files to be released on the internet.

The gun files would allow plug-and-play access to 3D-
printed unregistered, untraceable firearms that can also
be very difficult to detect, even with a metal detector. Un-
traceable firearms are sometimes called “ghost guns.”
This challenge is a no-brainer, isn’t it?
“Allowing instructions for building unregistered and un-

traceable weapons on the internet is reckless,” Nessel
said. “If access to these so-called ‘ghost guns’ becomes
available to essentially anyone with a computer, the
United States risks opening itself up to the possibility of
widescale harm. We must act sensibly and responsibly,
and that means opposing this administration’s illogical
attempt to subject Michigan residents and other Ameri-
cans to the wills of terrorists and extremists.”

As a result of a previous multistate lawsuit, a federal
judge struck down the Trump administration’s prior at-
tempt to allow the release of the gun files.

Now, the administration has embarked on a new effort
by pursuing formal rules. The attorneys general filed
their lawsuit immediately after the rules were finalized,
arguing those rules are unlawful for many of the same
reasons as the previous attempt.
In 2015, Defense Distributed, an organization dedicated

to global distribution of open-source, downloadable 3D-
printed guns, sued the Obama administration after the
U.S. State Department forced Defense Distributed to re-
move its files from the internet. The federal government
successfully argued before federal trial and appellate
courts that posting the files online violates firearm export
laws and poses a serious threat to national security and
public safety.

In defending against Defense Distributed’s lawsuit, the
federal government stated it was “particularly concerned
that (the) proposed export of undetectable firearms tech-
nology could be used in an assassination, for the manu-
facture of spare parts by embargoed nations, terrorist
groups, or to compromise aviation security overseas in a
manner specifically directed at U.S. persons.”
In an abrupt reversal, the Trump administration settled

the case in 2018. As part of the settlement, the adminis-
tration agreed to allow unlimited public distribution on
the internet of the downloadable files for 3D-printed
guns.

In response, a multistate coalition filed a lawsuit, and
Judge Robert Lasnik ruled the Trump administration’s de-
cision to allow distribution of the gun files was arbitrary,
capricious and unlawful.

“Given the agency’s prior position regarding the need
to regulate 3D-printed firearms and the CAD files used
to manufacture them, it must do more than simply an-
nounce a contrary position,” Lasnik wrote. “Overall, the
Department of State concluded that the worldwide publi-
cation of computerized instructions for the manufacture
of undetectable firearms was a threat to world peace and
the national security interests of the United States and
would cause serious and long-lasting harm to its foreign
policy. Against these findings, the federal defendants offer
nothing.”
After losing in court, the Trump administration is trying

again, this time by publishing new rules that would trans-
fer regulation of 3D-printed guns from the U.S. State De-

Please turn to page 5.

Old Man Winter hasn’t been kind to outdoor festi-
vals in the Thumb this winter, and last week officials
at The Fowler Center announced they were canceling
their 25th annual ice fishing contest, which we men-
tioned in this column last week along with a photo of
Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent lending a hand
with fish planting duties on Harmon Lake.
“We did not come to this decision lightly as it is one

of our favorite days of the year,” center officials noted
on their Facebook page. “This past weekend Rob and
Susie Trott walked all over the lake with us to meas-
ure the thickness of the ice. What we found was 3.5”-
4.5” all over. We were hoping that if we got some
good cold days…we might still have a chance of
holding the event. However, the mild temps Monday
and the snow Sunday along with the forecast forced
us to make the decision to cancel.”

In lieu of this fundraiser, the center is planning a
chicken dinner Saturday, March 21, at the K of C hall
in Caro.

In case you’re not familiar with the program, The
Fowler Center is a year-round serving children and
adults with disabilities since 1957. The center is lo-
cated on more than 200 acres in the Mayville area,
and is accredited by the American Camp Association
and also licensed as an Adult Foster Care Camp and
a Children’s Camp by the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services.
The Fowler Center offers programming for children,

teens and adults throughout the year, with an empha-
sis on the ability of each camper to participate in
camping experiences according to his or her physical,
cognitive, and psychological abilities. A concerted ef-
fort is made to remove any possible barriers and to
create a secure, positive, and reinforcing environ-
ment.

**********

A tidbit courtesy of Mary Drier.
Some former state champions received some recog-

nition recently from their glory days. 
Kingston School District’s 1983 Women’s State

Championship Cross Country team was honored
with the unfurling of their new banner that recog-
nized their accomplishment from 37 years ago.
“We had a banner for them before. When we gutted

the gym and did the full remodel, it was an old scrag-
gly felt banner,” explained Superintendent Matt
Drake. “Our AD (athletic director) Carl Nicol auc-
tioned off all of the old felt banners to the individual
with the highest bid.”

The proceeds from the sale of the old banners was
used to purchase the new banners and the record
boards currently on display in the gym.
“We just thought we would re-recognize them as we

replaced the banner,” Drake explained.
“It was a nice night for them, some of whom came

from long distances to be here.”
Those who were honored include:  Marcia Britton,

Karen Laycock, Michelle Landram, Monica Tait,
Melissa Banowski and Jeanette Randall Landram.
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Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Timothy J. Ziegler, 63, Vassar,
was sentenced to one day in jail
following his pleas of no contest
to charges of delivery/manufac-
ture of a controlled substance (hy-
drocodone), subsequent offense,
and two counts of possession of a
controlled substance (morphine
and amphetamine, subsequent of-
fense, April 3 in Indianfields
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
He was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$394.

*Christopher B. Vanderpoel, 31,
Kingston, was sentenced to two to
20 years in prison following his
pleas of no contest to domestic vi-
olence, third offense, two counts
of possession of a weapon by a
felon, and possession of a firearm
in the commission of a felony
Aug. 26 in Koylton Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $394.

*Paul G. Stoner, 60, Caro, was
sentenced to seven to 30 years in
prison following his pleas of no
contest to home invasion, second
degree, June 29 in Vassar Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $258 plus restitution of
$2,200.

*Larry D. Pardue, 35, Vassar,
was sentenced to 18 months to 15
years in prison following his plea
of no contest to tampering with an
electronic monitoring device Sept.
3 in Vassar. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-

taling $258.
*Dean V. Bickel, 50, Franken-

muth, pleaded guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
Oct. 27 in Tuscola Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $12,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Brandon J. Gilliam, 31, Cass
City, pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle with a high BAC
(blood alcohol content) Oct. 19 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Casey M. Borcherding, 40,
Vassar, pleaded no contest to pos-
session of cocaine, heroin or an-
other narcotic (less than 25
grams) June 6 in Caro. The defen-
dant was also convicted of being
an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Dennis P. Clara, 68, Caro, was
sentenced to 180 days in jail fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor, third of-
fense, Feb. 23 in Almer Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 60 months
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,258 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Kelly D. Beardt, 39, Marlette,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail
following his pleas of no contest
to operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor and
possession or sale of stolen or
counterfeit insurance certificates
July 20 in Fremont Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,058 plus at-
torneys fees of $500 and restitu-
tion of $5,714.83.
*Marie A. Payne, 50, Vassar, was

sentenced to one day in jail fol-
lowing her plea of no contest to
two counts of unlawful use of a
motor vehicle between June 1 and
Aug. 21, 2018, in Vassar Town-
ship.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $585 plus resti-
tution of $521.40.
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Huron County deputies arrest
fugitive following recent chase

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A domestic assault complaint
early last week led Huron County
Sheriff’s deputies to the village of
Owendale, where officers appre-
hended a man wanted in
Wyoming for parole violations.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson said the arrest came Mon-
day night after deputies were dis-
patched to investigate a report
involving a woman who had been
assaulted and sought help at a
local convenience store.

“It was further reported that the
perpetrator/boyfriend was driving
around Owendale looking for
her,” Hanson said. “While the
deputies were responding from
different areas of the county,
Deputy Nathan Leppek was the
first to arrive and saw a vehicle
matching the description of the
suspect vehicle. He then turned

around to attempt to catch up to it
in order to stop it.
“While doing so, the suspect ve-

hicle appeared to be trying to
elude the deputy and drove
through an empty lot south of
Beech Street, through a yard,
through a ditch and then fled from
his vehicle at the local farm eleva-
tor,” the sheriff continued.

“Deputy Leppek took chase of
the suspect on foot and was able
to take him into custody near the
corner of Mill Street and Fifth
Street.”
Hanson noted two other deputies

arrived at the scene to assist, and
it was determined that the 24-
year-old suspect, who along with
the victim/girlfriend was currently
staying with relatives on Fifth
Street, had physically assaulted
the 20-year-old woman, including
choking her.

“He had also destroyed her cell
phone earlier so she couldn’t call
for help,” Hanson said. “He was

transported to our jail and booked
in for domestic assault and inter-
fering with electronic communi-
cations.”

The suspect’s bond was initially
set at $50,000.
“His damaged car, with no insur-

ance and improper registration,
was impounded,” added Hanson,
who said deputies also learned
during the course of the investiga-
tion that the suspect is wanted for
prison parole violations in
Wyoming. “He will at some point
be extradited back to Wyoming
pending local criminal charges.”

The suspect, later identified as
Shane L. Cook, was formally
charged by the Huron County
Prosecutor’s Office with assault to
do great bodily harm and interfer-
ing with electronic communica-
tions. He was subsequently
arraigned and his bond set at
$75,000 cash. He remains lodged
in the county jail.
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TWICE THE FUN. Cass City resident Matt

Lynch proudly displays a pair of rabbits he shot

Monday using a .410 shotgun on state land in

Tuscola County.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

This lady is

still my world

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

Pat Curtis and Erika Martin high-
lighted the Cass City Chamber of
Commerce Annual Dinner gala
Saturday, when the pair was an-
nounced as the 2015 Citizen of the
Year and Junior Citizen of the
Year selections.

Cass City’s Seth Osentoski de-
feated Ubly’s Roger Franzel by
fall in 3 minutes and 11 seconds
during his opening match Satur-
day at the GTC League meet in
Bad Axe. The Red Hawk sopho-
more won gold in the 130-weight
class.   

10 YEARS AGO (2010)
Dirk, Kristina and brother Hunter

Hartman, of Unionville, announce
the birth of Logan Gerald Hart-
man. Logan was born Jan. 25,
2010 at Bay Regional Medical
Center. He weighed 7 pounds, 2
ounces and was 20 inches long.
His grandparents are Ron Spauld-
ing of Cass City, Tim and LuEllen
Romain of Caro, and Dennis and
Midge Hartman of Unionville.
Great-grandparents are Ray and
Shirley Spaulding of Cass City,
Arlene and the late Gerald Lowe
of Deford, Dale and Diane Ro-
main of Caro, and the late
Clarence and Cora Hartman of
Unionville.

Three students from Owendale-
Gagetown Area School in Owen-
dale have been named local
winners in the 41st annual Amer-
ica and Me Essay Contest, spon-
sored by Farm Bureau Insurance.
The 3 students, who earned the
first, second and third place
awards for their school, are Dako-
tah Alcorn, first; Benjamin Good,
second; and Quinn Smith, third.
All 3 received an award certificate
for their achievement. As the
school’s first place winner, Al-
corn’s name will also be engraved
on a plaque for permanent display
in the school.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)
Bill McFarland of Cass City,

who enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps delayed entry program, will
report this month to the Marine
Recruit Depot, San Diego, Calif.
He is a 1993 graduate of Cass City
High School.

Juniors Natalie Ponder and Ed
Hartwick won’t have much time
to relax this summer. In fact, the
hard work will have just begun for
the pair, who were recently ac-
cepted for membership in the
Northern Aurora Drum and Bugle
Corps.

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Wright of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Heather
Lorene Wright, to Lyle David
Severance, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Leslie Severance of Decker.
Heather and Lyle are currently at-
tending Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity. Heather is majoring in
accounting and Lyle in computer
information systems. A May 13
wedding is planned at the Shab-
bona United Methodist Church.

Army Warrant Officer Carl A.
Palmateer, Jr. has arrived for duty
in Augsburg, Germany. Palmateer,
a counterintelligence officer, is the
son of Carl A. Palmateer and Jean
Deering, both of Cass City. He is
a 1977 graduate of Cass City High
School. He received a bachelor’s
degree in 1991 from Regents Uni-
versity of New York, Albany.

35 YEARS AGO (1985)  
Linda Adam, daughter of Wayne

and Faye Adam, Snover Rd.,
Snover, has been selected as 1985
United States National Award
winner by the United States
Achievement Academy. She was
nominated for the award for her
speech abilities. The academy se-
lects award winning students upon
the exclusive recommendation of
their teachers, coaches, counselors
and other school sponsors. The
criteria for selecting a student is
based on academic performance,
interest and aptitude, leadership
qualities, citizenship, and other
recommendations by the instruc-
tor. Adam was nominated as an
award winner by English teacher
Terry Conard. Adam will appear
in the United States Achievement
Academy yearbook, published na-
tionally.

Visitors at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Jack (Jake) Blades Sunday

50 YEARS AGO (1970)  

Mrs. Elsie Hicks became the first
woman ever to serve as clerk of
Tuscola County this week follow-
ing her appointment to the post by
Circuit Judges Norman A. Bagu-
ley and James Churchill Tuesday.
Mrs. Hicks was sworn in Tuesday
afternoon. She will be replacing
her father-in-law, Archie Hicks,
who succumbed to a heart attack
with a little less than a year left to
serve on his current term in office.
Most of the duties of the clerk will
not be new to Mrs. Hicks. She is
an eight-year veteran of the clerk’s
office and has been a deputy clerk
for five years. Mrs. Hicks has
served as Circuit Court clerk for
four years. She will give up this
post as soon as a replacement can
be found and trained.

Joseph V. Scott, president of the
Echlin Manufacturing Co. of
Branford, Conn., and Walter E.
Walpole, president of Walbro
Corp. of Cass City, jointly an-
nounced that Echlin has pur-
chased the principal assets of
Allied Walbro Corp. 

J. Glenn McCullough and Mrs.
Gladys Albee won nomination for
seats on the village council.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)
T-5 Anthony A. Kapala, son of

Mr. and Mrs. John Kapala, of De-
ford, has won the right to wear the
“Boots and Wings” of the U.S.
Army Paratroops. He has com-
pleted four weeks of jump training
during which time he made five
jumps, the last a tactical jump at
night involving a combat problem
on landing.

After serving four years in the
U.S. Army, Cpl. Chester L. Or-
lowski, son of Mrs. Francis Or-
lowski, of Cass City, returned
home from overseas service in the
Southwest Pacific theater of oper-
ations. He has been stationed in
the New Guinea-Australian area,
lacking two months of three years’
overseas duty. He must report at
the Ambassador Hotel, Miami,
Fla. for a 14-day rest cure due to
malaria fever. 

Ten voters attended the village
caucus Friday evening and placed
the following ticket in the field for
the March 12 election: President,’
Ernest L. Schwaderer. Clerk, Otto
Prieskorn. Treasurer, Ernest Croft.
Assessor, Chester L. Graham.
Trustees for two years, Dr. B. H.
Starmann, Arthur Kettlewell and
Dr. E. C. Fritz. Members of library
board for three years, Mrs. E. C.
Fritz and Mrs. Frank Reid.
Messrs. Croft, Graham and Fritz,
Mrs.. Reid and Mrs. Fritz are can-
didates to succeed themselves in
their positions. 

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Miss Frances Helyn Wright of
Cass City and Erwin A. Baker of
Pontiac were united in marriage
Wednesday evening, Feb. 25, at
seven o’clock at the methodist
parsonage at Pontiac by Rev. A.
Kuehn. The bride was becomingly
gowned in gray satin and the cou-
ple were attended by Mr. and Mrs.
Gus Frahm of Pontiac, the latter
being a sister of the bride.   

E. W. Jones, Cass City grocer,
was honored by being re-elected
president of the Retail Grocers
and General Merchants’ Associa-
tion of Michigan which held its
22nd annual convention in Grand
Rapids last week. He was also
unanimously chosen as delegate
to represent the state association
at the national convention which
convenes at Atlanta, Georgia, in
May. An additional mark of appre-
ciation for Mr. Jones’ excellent
work as an official was the pres-
entation of an imported hand
carved Chinese ring from the as-
sociation. Mrs. Jones was remem-
bered with a beautiful cut glass
bowl and their two daughters with
gold pins. The 1920 convention
was well attended and was one of
the best on record. While the en-
tertainment features were much
enjoyed the real meat of the con-
vention was the consideration of
practical matters relating to the
every-day problems of a mer-
chant. These were profitably dis-
cussed and the interchange of
ideas made each attendant the bet-
ter qualified to take up the busi-
ness burdens.

were Mr. and Mrs. Syd Hawley
and children of Lapeer, Barbara
Bennett and son Chris and friend
Hugh and Mr. and Mrs. Randy
Purdy of Pontiac and Mr. and Mrs.
Bernard Pine of Shabbona. They
came to honor Mr. and Mrs.
Blades for their 50th wedding an-
niversary, which is March 1. Carol
Hawley, Barbara Bennett and
Donna Purdy are nieces of Mrs.
Blades.

David McPhail may never re-
ceive the worldwide attention that
skiing greats Phil Mayer or Billy
Kidd have had, but he will have
his opportunity to “go for the
gold” at the upcoming Interna-
tional Special Olympics games.
David, 12, a student at Highland
Pines, is one of about 20 students
from Michigan who will compete
at the Special Olympic games
March 25 at Park City, Utah.
David’s Father, Charles McPhail,
2676 Englehart Rd., Cass City, ex-
plained that David began skiing
last year, training for the Michigan
Special Olympic games at Sugar-
loaf Ski Resort. David won a
bronze medal in the Alpine Com-
petition, which includes races in
slalom, giant slalom and downhill
events. He competed again this
winter, again winning a bronze
medal. This time David stayed for
two additional days, training for
the international games.

40 YEARS AGO (1980) 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Tracy had

with them for the weekend, Mr.
and Mrs. Jim Bolz and daughter
Minde of Willis. Theo Hendrick
was also a dinner guest Sunday.
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas O’Dell and
Erin were Friday evening callers
and Mr. and Mrs. Duane O’Dell of
Decker were Saturday callers.

The Hobby club met Monday
evening at the Rawson Memorial
Library at 7:30 to view a film on
Lake Superior. From there the
group went to the home of Mrs.
Iva Profit where Mrs. Profit and
co-hostesses, Mrs. Harold Perry
and Mrs. Dave Ackerman, served
dessert. Ten women attended the
meeting.

Fred Joos of Caro will be cele-
brating his 98th birthday Saturday.
He was born Feb. 16, 1882, near
Saginaw, and came to Cass City as
a small boy. He and his wife,
Mary, moved in with their daugh-
ter, Mrs. Harley Dean and her hus-
band, in the fall of 1958 from their
farm northeast of Cass City. Mrs.
Joos died a few months later. Joos
still lives with his daughter. He
has a grandson, Fred Dean of
Spring Arbor, and two great-
granddaughters, all of whom are
expected to be in Caro Saturday
for Joos’ birthday party, along
with nieces and nephews.

Mr. and Mrs. Orris Reid of
Harper Woods are celebrating
their 63rd wedding anniversary
this Thursday. Reid and the then
Clara Dolwick were married Feb.
14, 1917, at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. A.A. Hitchcock, in Cass
City. They lived on a farm north-
west of Cass City until they
moved to Detroit about 1938.
Reid worked as a painter and pa-
perhanger. Their children are Mrs.
Ilene Jones of Detroit, Mrs. Peter
Trofimuk of Mount Clemens,
Charles of California and Paul of
the Detroit area. A son, Earl, died
last August.

Cass City High School debate
team finished fifth at the state
final debate tournament at Central
Michigan University, Jan. 31
through Feb. 6. The team of John
Scollon, Steve Corcoran, and
Crystal Gallaway was in third
place after the six preliminary
rounds. In the quarter final round
against Ithaca High School, the af-
firmative team of Corcoran and
Gallaway lost on a split decision. 

Three students from Owendale-
Gagetown High School have been
named local winners in the llth an-
nual America & Me Essay Con-
test, sponsored by Farm Bureau
Insurance Group. The three are
Scott Thies, first, Carolyn Zim-
mer, second and Glenda Sue
McPhail, third. All three received
award certificates for their
achievement. As the school’s first
place winner, Scott’s name will be
engraved on a plaque for perma-
nent display in the school. His
first place essay now advances to
the state level competition.

We met on a blind date – a first for both of us. Deb was shy and as uncertain of
herself as I was about myself, but she pretty much had me at “hello”.
As I recall, she wasn’t impressed with my posture or my taste in music. I didn’t

care much for her music, either. In fact, it didn’t seem like we had much in com-
mon. And, yet, something somehow blossomed between us. Before I knew it, we
were standing at an alter together inside a country church in Lowell, Mich., prom-
ising to devote our lives to one another for the rest of our days.
That was 38 years ago.
I had no idea back then what mature love was all about. I don’t think either of

us did, at least not in the sense we’ve come to know it through the years.
Together we brought four children into this world – each birth an amazing,

miraculous experience beyond compare as I look back. We went on to find that
parenting isn’t an exact science – or anything close to it — and things often don’t
turn out the way you expect them to.

Deb was always an amazing mom – still is. Never too tired to listen, always
protective and willing to sacrifice, always ready with a hug or word of advice.
Even now, long after the kids have grown up and left the nest, she’s there for
them 24/7, and they know it. 
Grandchildren have brought an equally amazing element into our lives. 
We’ve lived through times when we couldn’t have been happier in spite of being

dirt poor. In time we improved our financial position with a lot of hard work and
perseverance, and we celebrated. But we also struggled through some miserable
days because we temporarily lost sight of what was most important in our rela-
tionship.

We’ve survived and overcome some challenges that neither of us ever antici-
pated when we said “I do”.
Deb has put up with a lot, living with me. I’m guessing just about anyone who

knows me would make that assumption. I have a rather overactive sense of humor
that can be a godsend at times, but more often than not results in my wife rolling
her eyes and sighing because remarks tend to leave my mouth before I have the
time to consider whether or not they should.

Of course, that isn’t the problem it used to be, largely because the years have
taken a toll on our hearing; we spend more time saying “Huh?” to each other than
we do responding to original questions. A lot more time. Well, unless we’re at
different ends of the house; then we don’t hear each other at all.
At least now I have a legitimate excuse for not listening as well as I should.
In any event, like many couples, we both have habits that drive the other nuts,

and we’ve wasted far too much time arguing over the silliest things – while trim-
ming a Christmas tree together, trying to figure out directions to wherever we
were traveling on any given day, or deciding who was right (it was me) over
something so trivial it defies any sort of logic.

But that sort of thing doesn’t matter. What does is love, devotion and an un-
yielding determination to stick it out – together — no matter what.
We’ve always had those things. Still do.
Deb has always been there for me, even during my darkest days, and I’ve tried

to be there for her when she’s struggled. Sometimes that’s meant just being there
because neither of us really had a clue of how to make everything okay again.  

Deb tells me she’s the lucky one in this marriage, but I don’t buy that. I know
it hasn’t been easy.  I also know I’d do it all over again because she was – and
still is — my world.

partment to the U.S. Department of Commerce, effectively
allowing their unlimited distribution.

In the rules, the administration acknowledges the dan-
gers posed by the distribution of 3D-printed gun files.
However, due to loopholes in the commerce regulations,
the agency will lack the power to regulate 3D-printed
guns in any meaningful way.
The latest multi-state lawsuit, filed last month, holds that

the rule is unlawful because the administration has still
offered no evidence supporting its about-face on the risks
of allowing unregulated access to firearms worldwide,
making the rule arbitrary and capricious.
Bureaucracy and lawsuits aside, this issue deserves im-

mediate attention before the floodgates are opened, giv-
ing anyone – regardless of age, mental health or criminal
history — access to downloadable guns that are unregis-
tered, very difficult to detect and, most importantly, lethal.

Continued from page three.

3D challenge is spot on
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Fixing our roads
the right way

by Senator
Kevin Daley

Michigan’s troubled roads and bridges have been an important issue
in Lansing since before I even took office.
It’s been a failure of both parties, Republicans and Democrats. Instead

of fixing the problem, the state has a history of focusing on patchwork,
Band-Aid fixes and short-term political decisions, all while our roads
remain a mess.

Last year, the governor fought until the very end to burden residents
with a colossal hike to the state’s gas tax to keep her campaign promise
to fix the roads. Lawmakers and residents alike universally opposed the
drastic tax increase, and despite her continued efforts, the proposal was
largely dead on arrival.

Michigan families have been taxed enough as it is, and lawmakers
from both parties knew it.
Fast forward to this year’s State of the State speech, where she admit-

ted to the whole state that she doesn’t want to wait for the Legislature
to help her keep her promises, so she’s choosing to bypass the people’s
voice altogether. Less than 24 hours after her speech, the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation was given the authority to sell bonds to pay
for repairs to Michigan state roads only.

Just like that, her plan has taken shape and Michiganders are on the
hook for billions of dollars.

This move plunges the state into over $3.5 billion of debt — every
dime of which you, and future generations of taxpayers, are responsible
for paying back. Folks across the state didn’t want to pay the governor’s
gas tax increase then, and they don’t want to let her charge $3.5 billion
to the state’s credit card now. Yet the governor again went alone to get
her own way.
The good news is you no longer have to worry about getting taxed out

of driving — at least for the time being. The bad news is she’s going to
ignore your pleas and borrow billions of dollars without you having a
say where it goes and then force you to pay it back.
What the governor won’t tell you is that we’re still paying off bonding

from the Gov. Engler era over 30 years ago. We are stuck paying down
that debt and the roads still aren’t fixed. The solution is not to do the
exact same thing and saddle the state with even more debt. It’s this kind
of thinking that got Michigan into trouble last time around.

The money is there to fix the roads. We need to use existing funds to
invest in our roads and bridges.

Over the last year my colleagues and I looked at ways we could use
existing revenue to make repairs. We moved up funding from the 2015
road funding plan, and we paved the way for future revenue and meas-
ures to continue making updates where needed — all in a fiscally re-
sponsible way. The result was a record investment in the budget for
roads and bridges, including a nearly $500 million increase using ex-
isting funds.

Sadly, Gov. Whitmer vetoed this extra funding — all because she
didn’t get her 45-cent gas tax increase. She took her red pen to rural
hospitals, rural schools, skilled trades education, autism support serv-
ices, veteran care, and more. Rural communities all over Michigan took
a financial hit because the governor didn’t get her way. The pattern is
difficult to ignore, and most people can see her motives for exactly what
they are. 
Unfortunately, rural Michigan is once again on the chopping block as

the result of the governor’s executive actions. The governor’s bonding
plan largely focuses on southeast Michigan and does nothing to address
funding for local roads in our district, despite sticking all taxpayers with
the bill.
Borrowing $3.5 billion now, just to pay that plus interest back later, is

not the answer. Bonding isn’t a funding source; every time we borrow
more money, that payment has to come from somewhere else in the
budget.

Despite the governor’s criticisms and continued threats toward the
Legislature, I remain committed to moving Michigan forward. We’ve
now begun another budget season and my focus remains on getting our
finances in order and funding important programs that so many Michi-
ganders rely on.
We’ve come a long way in Michigan. Now is not the time to turn back

to the same irresponsible decisions that hurt us in the first place.
Sen. Kevin Daley represents the 31st state Senate District, which in-

cludes Tuscola, Lapeer and Bay counties.

THE 16TH ANNUAL Taste of the Thumb was recently held in Peck at the Car-

man Banquet Hall as a fundraiser for the Sanilac County Child Abuse Preven-

tion Council. Amy Dumaw, prevention education specialist for the council,

reported the event was a big success, raising more than $4,000 for child abuse

prevention in Sanilac County. The Sanilac County Child Abuse Prevention

Council is part of the S.A.V.E. (Sanilac Area Violence Elimination and Educa-

tion) Partnership, a collaboration of Sanilac County entities that provide pro-

grams related to child abuse, domestic violence, sexual assault and

homelessness.

Raising cash to protect kids...

Updates aplenty at the Jacquelin

E. Opperman Library in Kingston
The Jacquelin E. Opperman Me-

morial Library, located inside
Kingston High School, has under-
gone a facelift and offers a myriad
of resources and services to its pa-
trons.
And Librarian Glenna Ford can’t

wait to showcase them all.
Ford is encouraging residents to

visit their local library to see all it
has to offer, including physical
upgrades such as new windows,
lighting and carpeting.

“The library now has a new
‘open sign’ in the window with the
public hours listed,” Ford noted.
“Our new public hours (are) Mon-
day, 4 to 6 p.m.; Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 4 to
8 p.m.; Fridays closed; and Satur-
days 9 to 3 p.m.” during the
school year.

During school breaks and sum-
mer vacation, the public hours are:
Monday closed; Tuesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.; and on Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 5 to 8 p.m.
“As of Jan. 2, 2020, the library is

now late fine free. All late fee
fines have been removed.  Pay
only if you have lost or damaged
an item or have an elementary li-
brary fine,” said Ford, who added
items 90 days overdue will be
marked lost.
In addition, Ford said patrons can

view the issues of the former
Kingston Enterprise newspaper
from 1941 to May 22, 1975, at the
www.Opperman Memorial Li-
brary.com home page — the link
is connected to the Marlette ge-
nealogy page, and Opperman Me-

morial Library is an associate
member of the page.
The library also offers current is-

sues of several area newspapers,
including the Cass City Chronicle.
“Come on in and check out the…

seven books for sale by (local au-
thors) Jane and Richard Peter and
one written by a school staff mem-
ber, Deborah L. Woodard,” Ford
added.
She said patrons also have access

to 4,108 titles of eAudiobooks and
14,136 titles of ebooks through
Overdrive/Libby, while students
at the high school have access to
5,500 ebooks and 97 eaudiobooks.

“There are nine titles of maga-
zines at the library to look through
and check out past issues, while
the library has 175 active sub-
scription emagazines titles online
through RBdigtial. Plus, another
152 titles…which consist of a
combination of one-time publica-
tions, titles that have gone out of
publication, titles that are still
published but are no longer avail-
able for purchase through RBdig-
ital Magazines, and titles that
were dropped because of low
usage.”

And, thanks to donations from
Kingston, Wells, Dayton and
Koylton townships as well as the
village of Kingston, the library of-
fers 944 DVDs for free, noted
Ford, who said the videos can be
checked out for two days, and
music CDs can now be checked
out for two weeks instead of two
days at a time.

The library, which also has a
large print rotation of 45 books
made available through the St.
Clair County Library from Port
Huron, hosts its own children
story time programming for
Thanksgiving, breakfast with
Santa at Christmas time, and
Easter, along with a summer read-
ing program that is made available
online through Wandoo Reader.

“There is a nice rocking chair to
sit and read to your children in the
children’s room,” she said, adding
he library now has a section of do-
nated books to offer to the public
for free, a total of seven desktop
computers for public use, and free
Wi-Fi for patrons to use their own
computer devices.
“If you cannot find what you are

looking for in the library, you can
go to elibrary.mel.org and inter-
loan the item from over 400-plus
Michigan libraries.”
Library patrons can create a login

and renew their items checked out
online at Kingstonk12.follettdes-
tiny.com. The library has its own
webpage at www/Opperman-
MemorialLibrary.com, and its
own Facebook page.

“Staff is available to help with
any questions you have.  You can
call (989) 683-2500 or email  li-
brary@kingstonk12.org,” Ford
said.
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News briefs

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Town’s future focus of meet
CASS CITY – “Future Plans for Cass City” is the theme of a program
the Cass City Area Historical Society will be hosting today (Wednes-
day), starting at 2 p.m. at Rawson Memorial District Library.

Cass City Village Manager Debbie Powell will be the guest speaker.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

More information is available by calling (989) 872-2856.

Quilter’s Tea on tap at church 
CASS CITY – Threads Across the Thumb VII will present a Quilter’s
Tea, featuring a luncheon and trunk show by the Loose Threats Quilt
Group of Mayville, Saturday, Feb. 22, from noon to 2 p.m. at the Cass
City United Methodist Church, 5100 N. Cemetery Rd.
The cost is $15. Tickets are available at the circulation desk at Rawson

Memorial District Library in Cass City. No tickets will be sold at the
door.

Library events slated in March
CASS CITY – Rawson Memorial District Library’s special program-
ming in March will include a gardening presentation and a family game
night.

“Planning and Planting Your Seed Garden” will be presented by Ben
Cohen, author of “Saving Our Seeds”, Wednesday, March 18, at 1 p.m.
Cohen, an author, herbalist, gardener and educator, will share the prac-

tice of seed saving from planting through the harvest.
The Cass City library will host its Friends and Family Game Night

Friday, March 27, from 6 to 8 p.m.
The event encourages families to participate in fun away from com-

puter and phone screens by bringing their favorite board game or choos-
ing one from the library’s collection for an evening of fun.

Children must be accompanied by an adult. Snacks will be provided.
Call (989) 872-2856 to register or for more information.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 

County approves purchase of parcel
By Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

Although Tuscola County al-
ready owns 16 properties, the
county’s board of commissioners
approved the purchase of another.

The board recently authorized
Mike Miller, director of the build-
ing and grounds department, to
execute a purchase agreement for
a parcel of land located at 234 E.
Grant Street in the city of Caro.
The cost of the property is $6,500,
and the county will pay all other
costs and expenses related to the
land deal.

The reason given for the pur-
chase of a 17th property was be-
cause it was available and could
be needed.

“The house at that location re-
cently burned, and with a possible
future jail expansion, the commis-
sioners thought it might be a good
investment for the future,” ex-
plained county Controller-Admin-
istrator Clayette Zechmeister.

The county owns the other lots
around that property. This latest
purchase will give the county
ownership of a complete rectan-
gle.

“The property is located next to
the county jail. We may need it
someday if we ever build a new
jail,” said District One Commis-
sioner Tom Young. “The property
is behind the jail.”
Assessments of the aging jail fa-

cility and its future needs have
been done a couple of times over
the last 25 years. Each assessment
noted the need for more space and
building updates.

The last study, conducted in
2018, went beyond those propos-
als. The 43-page assessment con-
ducted by the National Sheriff’s
Association concluded the jail is
“outdated, inefficient and unsafe
for staff and inmates.” The study
also “strongly recommended” a
new jail facility.

The jail, located behind the
county courthouse at 420 Court
St. in Caro, was built in 1966 with
a 46-bed capacity. There have
been several renovations to the jail
over the years. In 1988, renova-
tions were done to create 56 beds.
In 1997, major renovations and an
addition were done to create an
80-bed facility. And, interior ren-
ovations were completed six years
ago to create 12 more beds for a
total of 92 beds due to chronic
overcrowding.
Because of the overall age of the

jail – in spite of renovation al-
ready completed — the jail is
showing its age with breakdowns
and maintenance issues, and find-
ing replacement parts is proving

increasingly difficult.
Plus, changing state regulations

have made it even more difficult
for the jail to comply with the lat-
est mandates.

Under regulations, inmates now
have to have a private conference
room area to talk to their attorney,
to meet with DHS (Department of
Health and Human Services)
workers, mental health service
professionals, clergy and repre-
sentatives of various agencies, ac-
cording to Sheriff Glen Skrent.
In order to provide a private area

for inmates to have those discus-
sions, a storage closet was con-
verted into a meeting space.

In addition, there are new regu-
lations related to housing female
inmates that have to be met. The
number of females being incarcer-
ated has increased, and space to
house them has become an issue.

“Besides separating inmates by
gender, they also have to be sepa-
rated by security classification,
risk, and custody level and type of
crime,” noted Skrent.

The National Sheriff’s Associa-
tion report concurred.

“The facility is not staffed as it
could be to meet the require-
ments,” the organization’s report
states. “The lack of staffing puts
the staff and inmate population at
a higher risk.”

Throughout 2019 county offi-
cials met several times about ad-
dressing the jail issue, but so far,
a solution has not been fully de-
veloped.
Commissioners have tried to ad-

dress the jail issue twice over the
last two decades via public fund-

ing proposals, but voters rejected
both ballot measures.

County officials say that, unlike
the county’s other properties, the
newly acquired parcel will not re-
quire a lot of maintenance.
The facilities the county owns in-

clude an annex building, court-
house, MSU Cooperative
Extension, animal control, health
department, department of health
and human services, dispatch cen-
ter, recycling center, the Michigan
State Police Post (which the
county owns and rents to the
state), the Grant Street pole build-
ing, the maintenance building, the
Purdy Building, the Luder Road
pole building, Vanderbilt Park,
and the jail.

And, it is a never-ending job
keeping up maintenance on all
those buildings and grounds, as
well as being a costly proposition.
In order to stay on top of that
many buildings, a comprehensive
10-year plan is in place, but it is
subject to change if a need arises.

According to the plan, the aver-
age annual cost to maintain the 16
buildings and grounds totals more
than $300,000. The plan also out-
lines that over the next decade,
about $3,059,000 is expected to
be spent on maintenance of those
facilities.
An aging jail isn’t the only prob-

lem facing the county; storage
space is once again at a premium.

In September 2019, Tuscola
County Clerk Jodi Fetting in-
formed commissioners that, “in
about a year or less, record storage
will reach ‘critical mass’ in her de-
partment.”

Redhawk Review

We’re almost there!

by
Taryn Pisarek

The next few weeks in Cass City are going to seem long for students.
Spring break is around the corner, and hopefully that means sunshine
for most.
Whether your plans are to travel or stay right at home, spring break is

a perfect time to regroup and catch up.
This year, I am going to Belize with the Spanish group, and I can’t

wait! We have to keep the break in mind so there is something to look
forward to, but it is still some weeks away. It’s not quite time to get too
excited yet.

To help with the anticipation of the coming weeks, I found a couple
tips that have been quite helpful to me in the past. These should work
for anyone, parents or students.

Make sure you are sleeping! When it comes time to venture off, you
don’t want to be completely drained. Make sure to get enough sleep
each night so that you have enough energy to actually enjoy your time
off. Also, just give it your all these next couple weeks. It is going to
feel long and the work will seem never ending, but the end will come
and you will feel so much better knowing that everything is done. You
won’t have to worry about loose ends, from work or school.
Lastly, make sure you are staying hydrated! This may sound silly and

seem like common sense, or you may think, “Shouldn’t I be focused to
stay hydrated during my trip?” You’re right, you definitely need to drink
lots of water during your vacation, but it’s just as important before. If
you aren’t drinking water and staying healthy, there’s a higher chance
you’ll be sick when you leave. Nobody wants their time off to be ruined
by the cold or flu.

These are just a couple pieces of advice that I think work well to get
you through the next few weeks leading up to break.

Enjoy your time and prepare well so you can make the most of your
time off!
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THE LATEST upgrades at the

Cass City Municipal Building

include installation of Ameri-

can with Disabilities Act

(ADA)-compliant doors with

an automatic door opening sys-

tem at the front entrance.

Upgrades continuing
at municipal building

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Upgrades and improvements to the Cass City Municipal Building are
continuing.

The latest project addressed handicap accessibility, with a contractor
installing ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act)-compliant doors.

The staff recommended an automatic door opener for the front en-
trance of the municipal building, located at the corner of Seeger and
Main streets, according to village Manager Debbie Powell.
The hall upgrades started last fall. But before the work began, village

officials turned to a professional, hiring the company “SPACE” to help
coordinate the work at the hall.

“Their SPACE Anew design program creates a new work environment
using existing assets,” explained Powell, noting the advanced tools
SPACE utilizes gives clients more options, greater flexibility and in-
creased control over their interior designs.

Previous improvements at the municipal buildings included replace-
ment of windows and painting projects completed last year. And more
work is planned, with the upgrades being tackled in stages over a three-
year period.
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Obituaries
Jarred Glaza

Jarred David Glaza (Jar Bear) (Uncle Jar Jar), 36 years old, of
Fort Wayne, IN, moved to heaven on 2/8/2020 due to a sudden
illness. 

Jarred was born in Cass City, on 9/27/1983, where he was the
oldest of 3 brothers.  Jarred was born and raised in Michigan until
moving to Arizona at the age of 28. 

He graduated from Cass City High
School in 2003 and attended Baker
College & Delta College there-
after.  
Jarred has held numerous jobs

throughout his life, including
some of his favorites, which
required him to travel
throughout the country.  He
worked for 3 years at North-
west Railroad Company, re-
pairing railroads and bridges,
and he was also a truck driver
for 1 year.  He used this time to
see the country and travel to
many different states.  Although
Jarred liked traveling for work, he re-
ally enjoyed jobs that centered around
helping animals.  Jarred worked for many years on dairy farms,
while living in MI, AZ, TN, & IN.  While living in Fort Wayne,
Jarred worked at Bentley’s Animal Boutique for 2 years and most
recently Family, Farm, & Home for 1 year in the Fort Wayne, IN
area.

Jarred’s favorite activity was to play and spend time with his
two nieces.  Jarred wanted to be his nieces’ “favorite uncle”.  He
wanted nothing more than to watch his two nieces grow and build
a strong relationship with them.
Jarred is survived by his parents: Art & Suzette; brothers (Wife):

Jordan (Regina) & Justin (Alesia); and nieces: Eris & Caia. 
In lieu of flowers for the memorial, a discretionary memorial

donation may be given to Art & Suzette Glaza.  
In memory of Jarred, please consider becoming a blood donor

and/or organ donor.
The family of Jarred Glaza wishes to thank St. Joseph Lutheran

Hospital of Fort Wayne and the ICU Staff for their exceptional
care and support.  The family would also like to thank Heartland
Hospice for all their support during this time. 
The memorial service for Jarred will be held at Shabbona United

Methodist Church on 2/29/2020.  Jarred is being cremated, but
there will be a visitation from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. with a service
immediately to follow starting at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Mike Smith
of Life Song Church will be officiating.

Walter Kloc

Walter Kloc, 102, of Snyder, NY, died peacefully Monday, Feb-
ruary 3, 2020 at the V.A. Medical Center, Buffalo, NY with his
loving wife, Virginia, at his side. 
He was born September 28, 1917 in Chicago, Illinois to George

and Tillie (Chlopecka) Kloc.  
He married Virginia Kaczanowski July 26, 1947.
Walter grew up on the family farm in Deford and graduated

from Cass City High School in 1936.  
He attended Central Michigan University (1936-1940) on an

athletic scholarship, competing in varsity football, gymnastics
and track.  

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, Walter joined the Army
Air Corp and served as a B-25 bombardier.  He was so good at
his job that he served as an instructor prior to earning his com-
mission as First Lieutenant and reporting for duty in the Pacific
Theater at Guadalcanal.  Walter received citations for campaigns
in the liberation of the Philippines, Bismarck Archipelago, North
Solomon Islands and New Guinea. He was released from active
duty in July 1945, but would go on to serve in the US Air Force
Reserves from 1957 until 1965, retiring with the rank of Major.  

After the war, Walter went to work for General Motors in De-
troit.  In 1952, Walter and Virginia transferred to Buffalo, NY
where he became Senior Engineer at the General Motors Foundry
in Tonawanda, NY, a job he would hold until his retirement in
1985 after 40 plus years of service.    
Walter was a life-long golfer, bowler, scoutmaster, genealogist

and tree planter. He did extensive genealogical research on the
Kloc family tree, a pursuit that led to him purchasing his first
computer at the age of 80.  Walter traveled to Poland with his
wife, children and grandson to visit rel-
atives. He shared his knowledge of
the geography of Poland and ge-
nealogy with members of the
Polish Genealogical Society of
Western NY serving as Presi-
dent of the Society for a term.
Walter was also famous for
planting nut trees, especially
the American Chestnut. He
was a member of the Ameri-
can Chestnut Foundation,
growing trees from seeds to
provide seedlings for the foun-
dation to distribute.  

Recently, Walter was blessed to
have celebrated his 100th birthday
and his 70th wedding anniversary with
his wife Virginia. In May 2019, at the age of 101 and dressed in
his US Air Force uniform, he traveled with his son, Bill, to the
US Air Force Academy in Colorado to commission his grandson,
Joseph Kloc, as an officer in the US Air Force.  Most importantly,
Walter loved his family.  He was a wonderful man and will be
greatly missed by all who knew him.

Walter is survived by his wife, Virginia; children:  Gerald
(Susan) Kloc, Francine (Gary) Bauchan, William Kloc and Den-
nis (Katherine) Kloc; ten grandchildren; four great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Victoria (Kloc) Wolak; and many loving nieces and
nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his brothers: Eugene Kloc, John
Kloc, Stanley Kloc and Frank Kloc.

Visitation will be held from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
February 22, followed by a Funeral Mass at 11:00 a.m. in Our
Lady Consolata Parish, St. Pancratius Catholic Church, 4306
Seeger St., Cass City, with the Rev. Theo Nnabugo officiating.  
Interment will be in St. Michael Cemetery, Wilmot, MI.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos

with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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LEADING THE WAY IN 
CARDIOLOGY

Gassan Alaouie, DO
Cardiology 

Beth Britt, NP
Cardiology

Anas Obeid, DO 
Cardiology

McLaren offers comprehensive cardiology services including the latest minimally 
invasive procedures, cutting-edge research and world-class cardiac rehabilitation.

To find a cardiology expert who will do what’s best for you, visit mclaren.org
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PROVIDING AN international flair to classes at Cass City Junior-Senior High

School this year are the district’s exchange students: (front row, from left)

Wanasaphan Sanworanart of Thailand, Daniyil Serhiyovych of Ukraine,

Suhailo Alimova of Tajikistan, Nina Milatovic of Montenegro, (back row, from

left) Thom Rijshouwer of the Netherlands, Miguel Orive of Spain, Halil Peza

of Italy, Khuslen Zaya of Mongolia and Hugo Steudle of Australia.

paved road. Crawford Road is not paved, but representatives of the firm
requested and received zoning variance late last year from the local zon-
ing board of appeals following a pair of public hearings held in Novem-
ber and December.
The board’s approval came with some conditions related to complying

with county road commission hauling limits, road maintenance and du-
ration of the proposed mining operation, Jones said, adding those same
conditions were attached to approval of the special land use permit.

The planning commission’s vote followed a review of the proposed
site plan, including details involving setbacks, noise level, dust control,
hours of operation and other factors.

one, noted Commissioner Kim
Vaughan.

After the state offered the land
for sale, the county’s effort to
form a land bank stalled.
State officials tried to market the

land to developers. When that did-
n’t work, the state donated some
land to Indianfields Township to
expand a park, and the remaining
state land was offered to the
county.

“Because several months had

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

tricts; once in February and again the following October. The state’s
blending formula places the greatest emphasis on the fall count, which
is worth 90 percent of the total.

The blended enrollment number is multiplied by schools’ foundation
allowances to determine how much revenue they will receive for the
year. For example, Cass City’s blended enrollment this school year is
981 students, and the district is receiving $8,111 per student, which in-
cludes a $240-per-pupil increase approved by the state compared to the
previous year.

Given recent history, school officials have projected student losses of
15 or more as they drafted their budgets in each of the past few years
in order to offset state per-pupil funding losses. Thankfully, enrollment
numbers appear to have shifted, easing those concerns.

“We budgeted for a loss of 15 kids (in the blended count this year),
and we’re actually up a couple kids,” Hartel said.

with nearly 64 percent of students qualifying for free lunch), and a grade
of “A”.
Also earning an A grade was Kingston High School, which received a

CAP score of 109.46 and a statewide ranking of 164th (enrollment of
298, with 48.3 percent of students qualifying for free lunch).

Cass City Elementary School earned a CAP score of 106.98, a grade
of B and was ranked 298th statewide, with nearly 45 percent of kids
qualifying for free lunch. Cass City Junior-Senior High School, where
students in grades seven and eight attend classes, also earned a grade
of B, with a CAP score of 103.41 and a ranking of 626 statewide.

Cass City Schools Supt. Jeff Hartel indicated scores and other infor-
mation contained in reports such as that produced by the Mackinac Cen-
ter can be useful, but he pointed out that no single study takes into
account every program and tool school districts utilize to provide a solid
education to their students.
“That’s one report. The next one could say something totally different,”

he said. “But we’ll take a ‘B’.”

Other Tuscola County schools earning B grades were Reese Elemen-
tary (CAP score of 106.61), Akron-Fairgrove Junior-Senior High School
(CAP score of 103.51) and Mayville Elementary (CAP score of 103.29).
Receiving grades of C but still earning CAP scores of at least 100 were

Kingston Elementary, Schall Elementary (Caro), Kirk Elementary (Vas-
sar), Caro Middle School, Millington Junior High School and USA
Middle School. Reese Middle School (CAP score of 96.16) and
Mayville Middle School (CAP score of 95.61) both received grades of
D.

Among schools in neighboring Huron County, Laker Elementary
School ranked at the top with a B grade, finishing 292nd statewide and
receiving a CAP score of 106.93.

Ubly Elementary School was ranked 1,150th statewide, with a CAP
score of 99.64 and a grade of C. Owendale-Gagetown Elementary
School, which lists an enrollment of just 69 students, was ranked
1,680th, with a D grade and a CAP score of 96.11, while the junior-se-
nior high school (enrollment of 79 students) was ranked 2,137th with a
CAP score of 86.78 and a grade of F.

Statewide results

For the second straight edition, the top-ranked school in the Mackinac
Center’s report card was Hamtramck Academy, a charter school author-
ized by Bay Mills Community College and managed by National Her-
itage Academies. In all, 26 of the top 100 schools in the latest report
card are charter schools.

Five of the top 10 CAP scores were earned by schools in Dearborn
Public Schools. Among them, Iris Becker Elementary also retained the
number one spot for long-term performance. On the other end, the low-
est long-term performance was held by Macomb Montessori Academy,
a charter school in Warren.

Even after adjusting for students’ socioeconomic status, the school
with the lowest overall score in the state was STEAM Academy at MLK
in Benton Harbor Area Schools. More than 40 schools from the Detroit
Public Schools Community District ranked in the bottom 100.

While the Mackinac Center study is comprehensive and includes mul-
tiple years of data, DeGrow indicated the CAP scores, rankings and
grades should not be used alone to evaluate a given school district.
“While this report card provides a valid approach to assessing school

quality, it should not be seen as the ultimate or exclusive dimension for
making such judgments,” he said.
However, he noted, “Parents and educators should be able to see more

clearly what kind of impact their school has on student learning, rather
than simply seeing results that are strongly linked to student poverty.
Our (CAP) Report Card adds another important dimension by going
beyond raw test scores.”

DeGrow said the CAP Report Card uses multiple years of student
achievement data so that a single year’s results do not significantly in-
fluence a school’s grade.

The past two editions each relied on three years of academic perform-
ance data — based exclusively on either the old Michigan Educational
Assessment Program, or MEAP, or the current Michigan Student Test
of Educational Progress, or M-STEP. The 2019 report card relies on
four full years of data, making use of the fact that students consistently
took the same M-STEP tests over the period covered for this analysis.

“The CAP Report Card stands apart from standard measures of aca-
demic performance. It controls for the differences at each school in stu-
dents’ socioeconomic status,” DeGrow said. “This provides a more
accurate appraisal of a school’s performance than simply comparing
raw test scores, because student poverty rates are strongly associated
with academic achievement — the less affluent the student body, the
lower the test scores, generally.

“Without this needed adjustment, school report cards could overrate
the effectiveness of schools serving relatively affluent student popula-
tions or underrate the effectiveness of schools serving large groups of
low-income students.

“CAP Report Card scores are relative; they are based entirely on com-
paring schools to each other,” he continued. “The report card does not
create a benchmark for a “good school.” A high CAP Score means only
that a school performs well compared to its peers.”

Following the passage of a 2018 state law, the Michigan Department
of Education is expected to release its first round of school letter grades
as early as next month. The law requires one of the grades schools re-
ceive to measure state test performance when compared with other pub-
lic schools “serving a similar pupil population,” but it isn’t yet clear
how rigorous or reliable this measurement will be.

Area residents can view an online database of the Mackinac Center
CAP Report Card data – and look up the scores for any Michigan school
– at the website http://www.mackinac.org/CAP2019.

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Area districts, including
Cass City, beating odds

State recognizes Tuscola Land Bank Authority

passed since commissioners first
approved developing a land bank,
the initial step of approving a land
bank was redone to move for-
ward,” said county Controller-Ad-
ministrator Clayette Zechmeister.

Although there is a State Land
Bank, land banks at the local level
create more opportunity for coun-
ties to return unproductive proper-
ties back to local tax rolls.
“Having an additional land bank

in the Thumb is great news for the
region,” State Land Bank Interim
Director Jeff Huntington said.

“The new land bank authority will
help boost economic develop-
ment, and I look forward to work-
ing with county officials to
continue revitalizing communities
in the area.”
The State Land Bank works with

counties across the state that are
interested in beginning the process
of creating their own local land
bank. Unless a local land bank is
created, the state assumes the role
as primary resource for land
within the county.
The State Land Bank has seen an

increase in the number of counties
interested in exploring the benefits
of land banking. Since 2010, a
total of 17 county land banks have
been created.

This is seen as a positive sign
that communities are serious
about assessing their development
needs and taking the steps needed
to combat blight, strengthen com-
munities and create more opportu-
nities for local development.

Aside from the 2,500 properties
available through the State Land
Bank, there are many more avail-
able through local land banks. A
list of properties can be viewed on
the website Michigan.gov/Land-
Bank.

Planning board okays mining

Cass City losing fewer students


