
clenched fist inside of a swirling
image.
The only difference between the

two is Kingston’s letters of KHS
and the college’s spelling out the
name Iowa State Cyclones.
“One of our sports teams had or-

dered some ‘spirit wear’ that had
the swirling Cardinal logo on it.

The company
from Michi-
gan sent the
work out to a
company in
Iowa to be
made. The
company in
Iowa con-

tacted Iowa State, and the college

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A simple request for some cloth-
ing has created a “whirlwind”
controversy, with the Kingston
School District’s mascot ruffling
some feathers in Iowa.
The Kingston School District and

Iowa State Uni-
versity (ISU)
found out they
are “birds of a
feather” when it
comes to their
logos. The
school district
and the college
each use a similar mascot featur-
ing an angry cardinal with a

a youth camp counselor and as a
youth leader for Christian clubs
organized in area school districts,
including Cass City. 

Bader’s
LinkedIn
p r o f i l e
lists his
latest job
title as
chap la in
and activi-
ties direc-
tor at
L i g h t -
h o u s e
Neurologi-
cal in Caro. However, he has not
been employed there in years.

The charges against him fol-
lowed an investigation launched
by Caro police after the depart-
ment along with the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Department re-
ceived numerous contacts from
alarmed citizens who had viewed
a YouTube video posted on Face-
book Feb. 1.

“Search warrants were prepared
and executed (the next day), with
several items of evidence having
been seized and which are cur-
rently being analyzed,” Reene
said.
The video starts out with the de-

piction of online conversations,
allegedly between the suspect and
an individual identifying themself
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TUSCOLA County Sheriff Glen Skrent presented his department’s 2019 Of-

ficer of the Year award to Deputy Bryan Hemerline last week.

Jeff Bader

Former YFC leader
charged after video
posted on YouTube 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A former longtime Cass City area
resident and Thumb Youth For
Christ Campus Life director was
formally arraigned last week on
felony charges stemming from al-
legations that he attempted to
meet with an individual he be-
lieved was a 14-year-old boy in
Bay City earlier this month.
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark

Reene announced Tuesday that he
authorized a two-count warrant
charging Jeffery Lloyd Bader, 47,
of Caro, with using a computer to
commit a crime and accosting a
child for immoral purposes.

Using a computer to commit a
crime is punishable by up to seven
years in prison, while accosting a
child for immoral purposes carries
a maximum four-year prison term.
Bond was set at $20,000 (10 per-

cent) for Bader, whose next court
appearance was a probable
cause/pre-preliminary exam
scheduled for this (Wednesday)
morning. His preliminary exam
has been set for Wednesday, Feb.
19, at 9 a.m. in Tuscola County
District Court.

Bader is perhaps best known in
the Cass City area for his longtime
affiliation with the Youth For
Christ organization as a Campus
Life director for the Cass City and
Kingston areas. He also served as Please turn to page 7.

CASS CITY native Kevven Dorland says the

transition to his new role as social behavioral

coach at Cass City Elementary School has been

a smooth one. He’s been on the job since early

January, filling a vacancy left by the resigna-

tion of Tracy Robinson.

Dorland says
transition to
elementary
very smooth

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

In high school, Kevven Dorland
was the kid who offered the hand
of friendship to just about every-
one he met.
These days, Dorland is doing the

same thing, but the hands are
smaller and belong to the students
at Cass City Elementary School,
where the 2010 Cass City High
School graduate has been serving
as the school’s social behavioral
coach since early January.

Dorland was hired to fill a va-

Please turn to page 6.

MICHIGAN Maple Syrup Association Secretary

Debbi Thomas presents MapleWorxz owner Thom

Bardwell with the top award for his family’s maple

syrup during this year’s MMSA annual meeting.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although Thomas “Thom” Bardwell’s family has been in the maple
syrup business for more than 70 years, he has only actively been in-
volved in the business for two years, and his efforts have already earned
some recognition. 
In 2018, Bardwell seriously became involved in maple syrup produc-

tion under the name of MapleWorxz.
In January, MapleWorxz was awarded the top awards during the

Michigan Maple Syrup Association (MMSA) Annual Meeting. The as-

Please turn to page 8

Bardwell family brings
home top syrup honors

Ruffled feathers
Kingston Schools pondering a new
mascot after call from Iowa school

Please turn to page 7.

Skrent names Hemerline Officer
of the Year at sheriff’s department

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department honored its own dur-

ing an annual awards ceremony
last Wednesday at the Tuscola
Technology Center in Caro, where
Sheriff Glen Skrent presented the
2019 Officer of the Year award to

Deputy Bryan Hemerline.
“Deputy Hemerline is the work-

site coordinator for the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Office.  As the
coordinator he is responsible for
managing a crew of eligible in-
mates who complete small jobs
within Tuscola County,” Skrent
said. “This agency has received
numerous positive letters and
feedback regarding the way he
manages the crew and the profes-
sionalism that is displayed.

“Deputy Hemerline has gone
above and beyond to exemplify
the type of employees we have,”
the sheriff added. “Due to his ef-
forts and the impact that he has
made on our agency and the com-
munity, he was awarded the Offi-
cer of the Year Award for 2019.”

The awards ceremony, featuring
guest speakers Tuscola County
Probate Judge Nancy Thane and
84th District State Rep. Phil
Green, also recognized a host of
other officers and department staff
members whose efforts stood out
during the year.
Among them is Lt. Ted Hull, who

was presented with a commenda-
tion for professional excellence in
connection with his assistance in
a case involving the shooting of
Saginaw Township Police officer
Jeff Koenig.

Please turn to page 16.
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4th Grade

Jenna Bartnik*
Shelby Bemis

Aiden Brinkman*
Chevy Brinkman*

Tyler Budreau
Cadence Burley

Emma Daul
Corbin Dewey*
Alyssa Dexter

Preston Dorland
Keegan Elston
Lillyan Fritz*
Chloe Graves
Macy Haag*

Ava Hess
Skylar Ignash*
Ronan Johnson

Isabelle Kappen*
Sequoia Kurtansky

Gage Mallory*
Jovi Mester

DeShawn Moore*
Deighan Moyer*

Bria Pallas*
Tyler Pergande

Molly Poole
Marshall Posluszny*

Tyler Reinke
Alaina Reynero
Abby Romstad*

Jeremiah Rutkoski
Safiah Sheikh

Keyton Simmons*
Averi Stanko

Blake Sweeney
Paige Valley

Jaidyn VanVliet
Landen Whetstone

5th Grade
Jack Betts*
John Bulla

Zoey Burnette
D’Angelo Clement

Conor Currier
Zachary Dooley
Marissa Dorland
Peter Foerster*
Corbin Forster
Michael Gaul

Evelyn Gniewek
Kirsten Guc*
Tyler Healy
Leeann Hill
Elyse Hoppe

Lilly Jaworski
Elizabeth Kohaif*
Braxton Kolacz
Kadyn Kruse

Lindsey Langenburg*
Lillianne Little

Haylee Mahoney*
Sophia Mathewson
Shayler McIntyre*

Justin Murdoch
William Perry
Rylyn Pringle*
Ryan Robinson
Grace Rockwell

Lluvia Sanchez Esqueda*
Brody Schefka
Ethan Speirs*
Kayla Stout

Alexis Tamlyn*

Aby Wright

6th Grade

Kelsey Anthony
Dylan Barrigar
Lauren Bartnik

Rylee Bliss
Carla Cortes*

Braeden Dewey
Maria Foerster

Addison Frederick
Brady Halabis

Owen Hall
Lauryn Hempton
Madelyn Hicks
Kilee Hopper*
Ashley Jones*

Kaleigh Kubacki
Madison Kulinski

Ali Learman*
Rylie I. Ligrow*
Landynn Loomis
Haven Osentoski

Brynn Pallas*
Destiny Periso
Kylie Perkins*
Kaylee Peters

Jeevesh Prabaharan
Trenton Roberts

Eloisa Ross
Sawyer Ross
Blayk Santos

Nickole Shimer
Alivia Spencer*
Griffin Weiler

Makaylah Westendorf
* Denotes all A’s

Cass City Elem. announces 2nd 
marking period honor students

7th Grade
Ethan Acker

Mikayla Adamczyk
Isaac Anger
Faith Boyl *

Victor Colman
April Diehl

Meeghan Flikkie *
Hailey Groosbeck
Tylor Hammond
Shelby Hoseclaw

Andie Hurd
Michael Jenkins
Marissa Klupp

Noah Kostrzewski
Lauren Krug

Isaac Marquardt
Isabel Muxlow *
Miley Radecki

Savannah Robinson
Isabelle Sanchez

Mackenzie Scott *
Layla Shinabarger
Kailee Simmons *
Bronson Skinner
Lauren Smith *

Marcus Sommerfield
Nowell VanRijn *

Chesaney Wenzlaff *
Madison Wylie *

Carson Zyrowski *

8th Grade Honor Roll
Daisy Barnes *
Bailey Berridge
Gavin Hunter *
Preston Lupa

Kevin Marcum
Heidi Matheny *
Keira McGarvie *

Kingston Jr./Sr. High announces
second marking period honors

Jordis Mosher *
Destiny Noakes *

James Rayl
Malawi Roberson
Sophia Schipinski
Hayden Schuler *
Jaylin Skinner *
Myles Spencer *

Delaney St, George *
Zoe VanRijn *

Hunter Vennevy *
Abby Walker *

Ashlyn Walker *
Gracy Walker

Heidi Wiliams *
Lucas Zajac

Madelyn Zauner *

9th Grade Honor Roll
Cortney Acker
Logan Cloyd *
Emily Coffey

Adrianna Essenmacher
Ethan Green *

Ethan Harrington *
Robert McMaster
Aryanna Miller
Ashley Miller
Brooke Retan

Stefannie Robinson
Conner Seaman *

Wesley Sholes
Riley Smith

Rachel St. George *
McKenzie Taylor
Dixie Thompson
Destiny Traster

Hunter Trovillion
Leah Westover
James Wilson

Coryn Zyrowski

10th Grade Honor Roll
Kendal Belka

Madison Coyer
Joseph Cryderman

Collen Dibble
Gaven Dibble *

Joshua DuRussell
Katelyn Ensign
Kristen Ensign

Pablo Fernandez Larrea
Carter Geister *

Mariea Haag
Isabel Hurd

Summer Jenkins
Alex Kotsch

Chevy LeBlanc
Declan McGarvie

Kali Norris
Jacob Rayl *

Nicholas St. George *
Ethan Ulewicz *

Brooklyn Walker *

11th Grade Honor Roll
Hailey Bitterle
Mark Crousore
Jason Dibble *

Katelyn DuRussell
Lucas Fetting
Elanor Gaiser

Colten GIldner
Morgan Green *

Rayann Harp
Kayla Hobson

Hannah James *
Paige Klupp *

Lillian LaFave *
Ronnie Lemke
Joslyn Lupa *
Dustin Peter *
Ella Retan *

Chloee Russell
Marco Saenz de Lacuesta Fer-

nandez
Alexandra Sherman

Jessica Stoll
Olivia Ulewicz *

Trayton Wenzlaff *
Madison Wieland
Samantha Wood *

12th Grade Honor 
Roll

Anna Ahern *
Elissa Bicego *
Quinn Boucard

Anna Crider
Danielle Crisman

Teagan Fisher
Collin Geister *

Caleb Goss
Jack Green *
Katelyn Iseler

Desiree Jenkins
Aaron Koehler
Payton Kolacz
Tristen Lane

Ryan McGarvie
Braden Mosher *
Wren Murdoch
Isaac Muxlow

Evan Neff
Madison Nickens
Tristen Skinner
Joseph Snover *

Brent Warren

Cass City Chronicle Subscriptions
As Low As $22/year - Call 872-2010
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Love and flowers, not for all

out flowers or candy on certain days isn’t the end of
the world.

After all, flowers wilt, candy gets eaten, and life
goes on.

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner.
For some, it’s a day of celebration of love and to-

getherness. For others, like me, it’s just another day.
Besides the federal holidays, there are several other

holidays. There is a holiday for a woman who is a
mother, for a man who is a father, for those who are
grandparents, and there are two holidays for those
who are in a “relationship” — Valentine’s Day and
Sweetest Day. Those holidays are all designed around
being a couple or having once been part of a couple
that procreated.
There isn’t a holiday for a person who is single.
Having been single now for more than a couple of

decades, I’m used to being alone and have noticed
some of the differences that goes with it. Being single
is treated by some as bordering on a condition that’s
nearly a disease, rather than a state of being.

When I eat out in a restaurant, the greeter’s face
goes blank when I explain I’m dining alone. After
they seat me, they immediately whisk away the extra
silverware and placemats at the table. It’s as if you
must be a thief and cannot be trusted with the extra
silverware or paper placemats.

They make you feel as if single people aren’t sup-
posed to get hungry; or if we do, we should be des-
ignated to get our food at a drive-up window of a fast
food place.
I have also noticed it seems to be socially acceptable

for a man to be single, but not for a woman.
A single man is referred to as a bachelor, as a play-

boy or eligible gentleman. On the other hand, a single
woman is referred as a spinster or as an old maid.
There is even a card game called Old Maid. It wasn’t
until recent years the term “bachelorette” became
popular.

I know several other people who are also without
what is now called a “significant other”. They, too,
are comfortable with their state of oneness. We are
comfortable with who we are and in our solitude. We
don’t look to another to provide contentment or com-
pleteness.

Even though my experience with the institution of
marriage has been less than stellar, I have nothing
against it and admire those who have been able to
make it work.

Back when I was newly single, I wrote a column
about being alone on Valentine’s Day and how I was
okay about not getting flowers or candy or attention.
Shortly after that I receive a bulky letter with a long

list of numbers in the return address. The letter was
from a prison inmate who had read my column and
was sorry I had no one to celebrate Valentine’s Day
with, and he wanted me to have some things that cel-
ebrated the day.

The inmate sent me a small packet of flower seeds
so I could grow my own flowers and an individual
packet of a drink mix so I could have something
sweet, because I wasn’t getting a box of candy.

His gesture was very touching.
Regardless of what some may think, being alone

doesn’t necessary equal being lonely, and being with-

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY
AT 6550 MAIN STREET, CASS
CITY, MICHIGAN, by Clarke Haire,
publisher.

Periodical postage paid at Cass City,
Michigan 48726. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to CASS CITY CHRONICLE, P.O.
BOX 115, CASS CITY, MI 48726.

National Advertising Representative,
Michigan Weekly Newspapers, Inc.,
257 Michigan Avenue, East Lansing,
Michigan.

For information regarding newspaper
advertising and commercial and job
printing, telephone: (989) 872-2010.

(USPS 092-00)

6550 Main Street

P.O. Box 115

Cass City, MI 48726

Phone: (989) 872-2010 

Fax: (989) 872-3810

Email: chronicle@ccchronicle.net

Website: www.ccchronicle.net

News Staff
Clarke Haire

Publisher
clarke@ccchronicle.net

Tom Montgomery
Editor

tom@ccchronicle.net
Krysta Boyce

Sr. Sales Executive
sales@ccchronicle.net

chronicle@ccchronicle.net
Deb Severance

Composition
Mary Drier

Freelance Writer, Columnist
Tina Pallas
Columnist

Mary Drier reports a lucky fisherman can hook a fish
worth $25,000 during a fundraiser on an inland lake in
Tuscola County.

Fowler Center for Outdoor Learning will host its 25th
annual ice-fishing contest. Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent released a specially tagged fish that is worth
$25,000 into Harmon Lake, 2315 Harmon Lake Road.

“As in years past, I have helped out by witnessing and
assisting in the fish drop for the Fowler Center Fishing
Contest. Per contest rules a law enforcement officer must
be on hand when the fish are being put in the lake,” ex-
plained Skrent. “The fish, both pike and trout, are tagged
and the length measured. We then distribute the 25 fish
throughout holes
drilled in the ice
across the lake.”
As part of the con-
test, 15 tagged rain-
bow fish and 10
tagged pike are re-
leased along with
the grand-prize fish.
Also, there are
prizes for the
youngest fisherman
to catch a fish, the
oldest fisherman, the
longest pike, etc.,
and there are also
raffles throughout
the day.

And, there is no
need to worry about
having to get a fish-
ing license. The
event is schedule to coincide with the state’s free fishing
weekend which is Feb. 15 and 16. The contest is broken
up into two sessions. The morning one is from 7:30 to
11 a.m., and the afternoon session is from 1 to 5:30 p.m.
The cost to participate is $40. For that, participants re-

ceive a commemorative 25th anniversary T-shirt. Pre-
registration is necessary and done by going to,
thefowlercenter.org. The deadline to register is 5 p.m.,
Feb. 12.
The Fowler Center offers year-round outdoor and camp-

ing experiences for children and adults with develop-
mental disabilities and special needs since 1957. The
center provides traditional camp activities that are all
handicap accessible. 

For more details, call 989-673-2050 or send email to
info@thefowlercenter.org.

**********     

Money, money, money!  In honor of Michigan Money
Smart Week 2020, Michigan State University Extension
4-H is sponsoring the Money Smart Kid Essay Contest,
thanks to a generous gift from Chemical Bank to the
Michigan 4-H Foundation.  Any youth in grades 5-8 re-
siding in Michigan has a chance to win up to $1,000 by
writing a 300 word (or less) essay on predatory lending.
The essay and application form are due March 29, 2020
to moneykid@msu.edu and four finalists will be inter-
viewed for final placing.  The winners will be named this
year’s Michigan Money Smart Youth Ambassadors
where they will have opportunities to share their finan-
cial knowledge and develop additional leadership skills.

Contest details can be found on the website:
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts/money-
smart-kids-contest. 

**********       

Joining the Arbor Day Foundation is an ideal way to
get in the mood for spring planting. Anyone who joins
the Foundation in February will receive 10 free Norway
spruce trees or 10 free redbud trees to plant when the
weather turns warm.  

The free trees are part of the Foundation’s Trees for
America campaign.  

“These trees will help beautify your home for many
years to come,” said Matt Harris, chief executive of the
Arbor Day Foundation. “The trees will also add to the
proud heritage of your state’s existing Tree City USA
communities.”
The Tree City USA program has supported community

forestry throughout the country for more than 40 years. 
The trees will be shipped postpaid at the right time for

planting, between March 1 and May 31, with enclosed
planting instructions. The 6- to 12-inch trees are guaran-
teed to grow, or they will be replaced free of charge.

Members also receive a subscription to the Founda-
tion’s colorful bimonthly publication, Arbor Day, and
The Tree Book, which contains information about plant-
ing and care.
To become a member of the Foundation and receive the

free trees, visit arborday.org/February or send a $10 con-
tribution by February 29th to Ten Free Norway Spruce
Trees, or Ten Free Eastern Redbud Trees, Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE
68410.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Vigilante justice is
a risky proposition

A video on YouTube, posted recently by an individual
evidently seeking to expose alleged child predators, fo-
cused on his confrontation with an area resident now
formally charged with attempting to meet a 14-year-old
boy in Bay City.

The clip drew a plethora of responses from viewers,
many of whom left comments indicating they had al-
ready tried, convicted and sentenced the man before the
prosecutor’s office had even seen a report and author-
ized charges.

The video also left some officials concerned with the
possible risks of citizens taking matters into their own
hands, even if their intentions are good.
At the Chronicle, we also viewed the video and antici-

pated running a story in last week’s edition. We con-
tacted two law enforcement agencies and the Tuscola
County Prosecutor’s Office – in an effort to gauge where
the investigation was, and if/when charges would be
filed — before making a decision.
In the end, we opted to delay printing the story, because

the suspect, although having already been arrested as a
“person of interest” and lodged in the county jail, had
not yet been formally charged and would not appear be-
fore a magistrate prior to our midnight deadline on
Monday.

Here’s why: not every person who is arrested is ulti-
mately charged with a crime. 
Presumed innocent unless/until proven guilty. Remem-

ber, folks?
Sure, there was the video for all to see, but if technol-

ogy and social media sites have taught us anything in
this day and age, it’s to be cautious when it comes to be-
lieving everything we see and hear.
And what about the source of this video? The individ-

ual who made and posted it along with a couple of other
similar clips indicated his motivation was to protect
young prospective victims.

That may well be so. But we couldn’t help but wonder
why he posted the video online rather than go directly
to the police, hand over his evidence and let them inves-
tigate (in the video in question, he even points out a
nearby patrol unit but later walks past it without at-
tempting to contact an officer).

One benefit of giving law enforcement a heads up is
that it could prevent a would-be predator from destroy-
ing evidence.
We appreciate and can understand the value of citizens

wanting to actively assist the police when it comes to
apprehending anyone who poses a threat to our children
– especially when law enforcement agencies simply
don’t have the resources to track every alleged predator
out there. However, we also believe the actual con-
frontations should be handled by men and women in law
enforcement who are trained to confront suspects.
What if one of this guy’s video subjects turns out to be

armed and in absolutely no mood to be questioned by
someone off the street? Talk about taking your chances.

What if someone who knows the alleged victim sees a
video like this and decides to take the law into his or her
own hands?

In this case, the video and confrontation led to a
prompt police investigation, an arrest and authorization
of charges.
However, given the society in which we live, the results

could have been tragic.
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Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Kelly J. Lesko, 38, Caro,
pleaded no contest to attempted
larceny from a person Oct. 14 in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $6,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Timothy M. Johnson, 30,
Mayville, pleaded no contest to
charges of domestic violence,
third offense, and reckless driving
June 19 in Dayton Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Gina Nickens, 40, Caro,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Aug. 12 in Fremont Township.
She was also convicted of being
an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was revoked and
the defendant was remanded to
the custody of the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Daniel R. Lohr, 20, Caro, was
sentenced to 95 days in the county
jail following his plea of guilty to
breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny
Aug. 7-8, 2017, in Almer Town-
ship.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $758 plus

restitution of $91.40.
*Lesley J. Burley, 36, Deford,

pleaded guilty to charges of wel-
fare fraud involving more than
$500 and welfare fraud – failure
to inform the department of
human services of income-related

information – involving $500 or
more between June 2017 and Oct.
2018.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

Tuscola K-9 convinces suspect
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment K-9 Blek may not have won
any awards during the depart-
ment’s annual meeting last
Wednesday, but he earned some
recognition hours later by tracking
down a suspect wanted for an al-
leged assault.

“Deputy (Ryan) Robinson with
K-9 Blek was called into service,
assisting MSP with a felonious as-

sault subject who was out on foot
in the Cat Lake area,” Sheriff
Glen Skrent said in a post on the
sheriff’s department’s Facebook
page.
“The track began at around 11:08

pm on Lakeview Drive and onto
Cat Lake Road and past Harmon
Lake,” Skrent reported. “Blek
tracked farther and into a private
driveway up to a homeowner’s
garage. The officers contacted the

homeowner, who gave them per-
mission to enter the garage. The
door was opened and it was an-
nounced they would let the dog in
if the person did not come out.
The suspect was in the garage,
hiding, and gave himself up.

“The work of Deputy Robinson
and Blek is a great tool in the de-
partment’s tool belt and available
to all agencies,” the sheriff added.

Kingston School Board gives
district chief Drake top grade

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Kingston School Supt. Matt
Drake received a passing grade –
and then some — from his board
of education following an annual
job performance evaluation.

The board recently deemed
Drake as being “highly effective”
in the performance of his duties as
head administrator of the district.
State law requires boards of edu-

cation to conduct performance
evaluation of administrators on a
yearly basis. The evaluation
process takes into account several
factors. Following an administra-
tor’s evaluation, the board assigns
him or her a rating of highly effec-
tive, effective, minimally effective
or ineffective.

Turning to building security,
school officials noted improve-
ments and upgrades are continu-
ing in the Kingston School
District, thanks to bond funding
approved by voters three years
ago.

The upgraded security entrance
is now operational at the junior-
senior high school, according to
Drake, who reported the new
entry has caused some confusion
for guests entering the building.

When there is a visitor, he ex-
plained, the office staff has three
options: to buzz guests into the
entry way; to buzz guests through
the second level of doors into the
main hallway to report to the old
office, where all student business
is conducted (student sign in and
sign out and dropping off money,
food, homework, gym clothes,
etc.); and to buzz entry through
the new door to the new office.

Unknown guests and infrequent
visitors are required to enter
through the new office for a face-
to-face meeting with office staff.
Also during the regular monthly

meeting, officials noted there is a

grassroots movement to help the
district expand opportunities.

It was during public comment
portion of the meeting when
Frank Licavoli explained he and a
few others are working on a po-
tential project. The hope is to be
able to build a multipurpose prac-
tice facility for use by the district’s
athletics department. He has pre-
sented an opportunity to purchase
a building at a discounted rate
that, he says, would be an ideal
structure for that purpose.

“His plan includes an attempt to
rally parents, community and
school support to pursue this op-
portunity,” Drake said. “He shared
that there are a number of poten-
tial resources who he believes
could help make this possible.”
The consensus was to continue to

explore the proposal.

In other business, the board:
*Conducted its annual reorgani-

zation meeting, which included
election of officers for the coming
year.

The board elected Dave Kolacz
as president, Scott Neff as vice
president, Jeff Long as board sec-
retary, and Jason Koehler as treas-
urer. The board also agreed to
continue scheduling regular meet-
ings for the fourth Monday of
each month starting at 7 p.m.

*Acknowledged a letter recog-
nizing the district for earning a
Behavior Bronze recognition from
MIBLSI (Michigan’s Integrated
Behavior and Learning Support
Initiative).

MIBLSI is a state and federally
funded project that helps interme-
diate and local school districts im-
plement and sustain a multi-tier
system of supports in their schools
to improve student outcomes in
behavior and learning. It focuses
on providing high quality instruc-
tion and interventions matched to
student needs.

*Approved the purchase of re-
placement computers for both the
elementary and high school tech
labs as well as 23 staff computers
at the high school. The cost will be
$41,000 and $38,000, respec-
tively.
To cover that purchase, the funds

left over from the district’s tech-
nology expense account will be
used as well as $3,000 from the
2019-20 tech budget.
*Authorized the hiring of Megan

Daniels as a high school para-pro
and Madisyn Spencer as a part-
time elementary school para-pro.

Drake also offered a related
progress report.
“We are hosting a student teacher

from SVSU this semester. Lind-
sey Burton will be in Mrs.
Bussinger’s second-grade class-
room. She started the week after
Christmas break and is doing a
great job already,” he said. “Katie
Tobey started as the lead teacher
in the infant/toddler room shortly
after Christmas break. She is
doing a great job working with
our youngest Cardinals. And,
Mandy Deering will be starting in
the next couple of weeks as the
lead teacher in the Preschool
Room.”

*Approved a motion to recog-
nize some club activities with var-
sity letters. They include the
equestrian team, robotics team
and powerlifting team.
*Selected Bill Skinner as the dis-

trict’s “Friend of Youth” to be
honored during the annual Meet
of Champions in May.

*Congratulated Evan Neff for
breaking the 1,000 point career
mark in basketball. As far school
officials know, there have been six
other 1,000 point career scorers —
Randy Lyons, Tim Lyons, Eric
Marquardt, Jay Green, John
McLaughlin, and the all-time
leader with 1,481 points, Dave
Green.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Michael Picklo

Mr. Michael H. “Pick” Picklo, age 75, of Cass City, passed away un-
expectedly, Tuesday, February 4, 2020. He was born September 12,
1944, in Bad Axe, the son of Harry and Irene (Temple) Picklo. 
Michael graduated from Bad Axe High School

in 1962, was a Vietnam Air Force Veteran
and retired from the Saginaw County
Sheriff’s Department. 

He is survived by his mother, Irene,
a sister, Pamela (Edward) LaBelle,
both of Cass City, 2 children, Brian
(Becky) Picklo of Mustang, OK and
Angela Picklo of Traverse City and
7 grandchildren. 

He was predeceased by his father,
Harry Picklo and a sister, Peggy
Jeanne Picklo. Honoring his wishes,
cremation has taken place. 

A memorial service will take place at
a later date. Burial will be in Colfax
Township Cemetery, also at a later date. Me-
morials may be given in memory of Michael, to
the charity of the donor’s choice. Michael’s zest for life and sense of
humor will be greatly missed. Please share condolences at www.tha-
betfuneralhome.com  
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

James Wooters, Sr.

James Edward Wooters, Sr., 65, of Decker died unexpectedly Sunday,
February 2, 2020 in Covenant Medical Center Cooper Campus, Sagi-
naw.  He was born June 7, 1954 in Pontiac to Arthur Wooters and Rose-
mary Samons.  Jim was dearly loved by the man who raised him, Jerry
Samons.   He married Cathy Lynn Schultz July 5, 1995 in Kingston.
Jim and Cathy were looking forward to their twenty-fifth wedding an-
niversary.     
Jim was raised in Belleville before moving to Cass City as a teenager.

He graduated from Cass City High School with the Class of 1972 and
lived in Marlette, Cass City and the Decker area most of his life.  He
was very proud to work as an independent, owner operator, truck driver
for Land Star Ranger for over twenty-one years.  However, Jim’s
biggest and proudest accomplishment was his
family.  This was evident by the sparkle in
his eyes and the smile on his face when
he was in their company. He was ready
and willing to help others at a mo-
ment’s notice.  Jim couldn’t sit still
and was always working on a proj-
ect, such as cutting wood or doing
yard work.  He was fond of playing
BINGO and camping in Evergreen
Park.  Jim loved deer hunting and
watching Jimmy Johnson race
NASCAR on television.  
James is survived by his wife, Cathy;

children:  Jim (Pam) Wooters, Jr. of
Gagetown; Jerry (Amanda) Wooters of
Gagetown; Jamie (Nathan) Sullivan of Bur-
ton; Dawn Meffer of Bad Axe; eleven grand-
children; seventeen great grandchildren; siblings:  Jeanette (Bill) Miller
of Cass City; Dorothy Lefler of Cass City; Pat (Karen) Boyd of Howell;
Duane (June) Samons of Snover; Ralph (Jean) Samons of Florida;
Calvin (Petra) Samons of Florida; Earl (Loretta) Samons of Decker;
Tony (Carolina) Samons of Kentucky; many nieces and nephews.  He
is preceded in death by his parents; son, Daniel Wooters; son-in-law,
Steve Meffer; brother, Donald Champagne; brother-in-law, Bob Lefler;
nephew, Chris Gering. 

Funeral service were held Thursday, February 6, 2020 in Novesta
Church of Christ, Cass City with Brad Speirs officiating.  Interment
will be in Novesta Township Cemetery in the spring.  Memorials may
be made to Kranz Funeral Home for the benefit of the family.  Family
and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

If he’s a jerk

to his mom...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

For the Tom Proctor family, Fer-
ris State University (FSU) pro-
vided a high-quality education as
well as opportunities for commu-
nity involvement and extracurric-
ular activities. It’s also where two
generations of Proctors met the
loves of their lives. With four
proud Ferris alumni and a tradi-
tion of helping young people, the
Proctor Family Endowment
Scholarship was established. The
late Tom Proctor, a longtime Cass
City resident and businessman
who owned the former Old Wood
Drug (now part of Coach Light
Pharmacy at the corner of Main
and Seeger streets), was a 1958
FSU pharmacy graduate, while
his wife, Elaine (Burgess), earned
her degree the same year from the
FSU College of Business. The
couple’s son, Kurt, and his wife,
Sally (Smith), are both 1984 grad-
uates of the FSU College of Phar-
macy. According to Kurt, the
family’s scholarship is based on
financial need and will benefit
full-time Ferris graduate students
pursuing a pharmacy career.  

John Ballard of Cass City was
recently named to the fall semes-
ter dean’s list at the Ferris State
University College of Health Pro-
fessions.  To be named to the
dean’s list, students must earn a
minimum 3.5 grade point average
for the semester.  Ballard, a 2013
Cass City High School graduate,
is the son of Anne and Steve Bal-
lard, Cass City.

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

Students in Yvonne Sherman’s
fourth grade classroom at Camp-
bell Elementary School in Cass
City recently collected a whop-
ping $1,000 in change in hopes of
assisting in the relief efforts for
Haiti following devastating earth-
quakes. “We are thrilled with the
response by our student body and
even more excited to be able to
help those in need,” Sherman
said. “We heard in a radio spot
this week that $1 collected has the
ability to provide 40 meals for the
Haitians, meaning that our contri-
bution will generate 37,000
meals. Tiny Cass City can be a
mighty force in the world with
spirits like the ones demonstrated
by my students who suggested
this, and all the children who con-
tributed.” 
The Human Development Com-

mission (HDC) has provided
service to the people of the
Thumb for more than 42 years,
and 2010 marks a significant
change for the agency as the
board of directors entrusts a new
leader to further develop and
oversee daily operations. Effec-
tive Feb. 1, Lori Offenbecher as-
sumed the role of executive
director at HDC. 

Lane Walker, Kingston High
School head football coach, has
always stressed that academics
are the Cardinals’ top priority.
And that’s one reason why
Walker is proud of his 2009 grid-
iron squad that compiled a 1-8
mark on the field in his rookie
season. In the classroom, the
Kingston Cardinals earned Michi-
gan High School Coaches Associ-

list, a student must carry at least
12 semester hours of credit, have
no grade below a “C” and have no
incomplete hours. Upper class-
men must have at least a 3.50 av-
erage on the A 0 scale and
freshmen must P°st a minimum of
325 average. Mrs. Dillard is a
senior majoring in home econom-
ics. The university is located m
Searcy, Ark.

50 YEARS AGO (1970)  

Open house was held Sunday af-
ternoon, Feb. 15, honoring the
25th wedding anniversary of Mr.
and Mrs. Garfield Turner. The af-
fair was given by the couple’s
children at St. Pancratius Social
Hall. A buffet dinner was served
to around 50 guests. Mrs. Turner
is the former Marion Collins and
the couple were married Feb. 10,
1945, at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Flint. Mr. and Mrs.
Turner are members of St. Pan-
cratius Catholic church. He is em-
ployed at Saginaw Steering Gear.
They have four children, Jim
Turner of Cass City and Rick,
Kathy and Ron Turner, all at
home.

The Owen-Gage Future Home-
makers of America club held a
Valentine queen contest last week.
Decorated canisters were placed
in the main office of the high
school and votes were cast by the
student body with a penny a vote.
At the pep meeting Friday after-
noon Miss Su Comment, a junior,
was crowned queen by cheer-
leader chairman, Phoebe Ziehm.
On the queen’s court were Sue
McNeil, June Hoffman and Patri-
cia Hartman.
A pink and blue shower was held

Saturday evening, in the home of
Mrs. Dan Papp, for her daughter,
Mrs. Thomas Quinn of Bay City.
The occasion also celebrated Mrs.
Quinn’s birthday which was
Valentine’s day. About 30 guests
attended from Bay City, Bad Axe,
Caro, Cass City, Decker, Gage-
town, Owendale and Pontiac.

75 YEARS AGO (1945) 

Maurice Fordyce, 22, was given
his wings and commissioned as a
second lieutenant when he was
graduated from the Advanced
Two Engine Pilot School at Pecos
Army Air Field, Texas, on Feb. 1.
He was inducted into the service
Jan. 5, 143 and first trained with
a tank destroyer unit at Camp
Bowie and Camp Hood, Texas.
He then, transferred to the Air
Corps and attended Kansas State
college, going from there to Shep-
pard Field, Texas; Santa Ana,
Calif.; to Marana, Ariz., and fi-
nally to Pecos, Texas. Lt. Fordyce
and his mother, Mrs. Sadie
Fordyce, left Monday to visit De-
troit relatives. Mrs. Fordyce will
stay for the remainder of the
week. Lt. Fordyce left Tuesday
for Cleveland to return to Pecos
for assignment in the Air Corps.

A miscellaneous shower was
given in honor of Cpl. and Mrs.
Basil Conquest Saturday evening
at the home of the bride’s sister,
Mrs. Henry Raek. Mrs. Conquest
was formerly Miss Vera Reynolds
and is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Reynolds. Mr. Con-
quest is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
William Conquest of Mt. Morris.
Mr. and Mrs. Conquest were mar-
ried on New Years night at the
home of the groom’s parents
while Mr. Conquest was home on
furlough. He is now serving in the
U. S. Army. Mrs. Conquest is
working in a war plant in Detroit.
The couple received many nice
gifts.

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Word was received here Thurs-
day that F.A. Bigelow, who is at-
tending the hardware convention
in Grand Rapids, has the in-
fluenza and is ill at a hotel in that
cite. Mrs. F. A. Bigelow and An-
drew Bigelow went to Grand
Rapids to care for the patient. 
Mrs. Helen Schwaderer returned

from Kingston Monday evening
to spend some time at her home
here. The Kingston public schools
where Mrs. Schwaderer is an in-
structor have been closed due to
the influenza epidemic. 

ation’s All-State honors with a
3.840 Grade Point Average, the
highest in Division 8.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

Randall Izydorek participated
in midyear commencement cere-
monies at Michigan Tech Univer-
sity held on the MTU campus in
Houghton. He received a Bache-
lor of Science degree in mechan-
ical engineering.

According to government
teacher Kathleen Tuckey, the
local students have been invited
by the Close Up Foundation to at-
tend the weeklong non-partisan
government students program in
which the nation’s capital will be-
come their classroom. While the
students are in Washington,
Tuckey said, they will meet with
and question policy makers, law-
makers and behind-the-scene
members of the federal bureau-
cracy. The students will also par-
ticipate in seminars with experts
in the legislative, executive and
judicial branches of the federal
government, as well as with lob-
byists and members of the news
media.  HEADED FOR THE
Close Up program in Washington,
D.C., April 2-9, are Cass City stu-
dents, Amber Carlisle, Carol
Guza, Brad McNeil, Ben Hobbs,
Joenie Remsing, Wilma Mayer
and Heather Zawilinski.
KRISTIE PARRISH highlighted

the Owen-Gage halftime show
Friday as she was crowned the
Bulldogs’ 1995 snow queen.Also
pictured is 1994 snow queen Sara
Davidson.

35 YEARS AGO (1985) 

A party honoring Miss Tracy
Moore on her ninth birthday was
held Sunday at the home of her
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Mil-
lard Ball. Guests were Mr. and
Mrs. James Kern and family of
Bay City, Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Burns of Cass City, Mr. and Mrs.
Don Moore of Deckerville, and
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Moore and
family of Owendale.

The families of Alex Wheeler
and Julius Navarro of Snover an-
nounce the engagement of Emma
Lou Wheeler to Mark Edward
Navarro of Sandusky. Miss
Wheeler is a 1979 graduate of
Sandusky High School and 1983
graduate of Central Michigan
University. She is a teacher with
Sanilac Intermediate School Dis-
trict. Navarro is a 1976 graduate
of Sandusky High School and is
employed by McGraw Edison of
Peck. The couple will wed June 8
in Argyle. 

Chief Warrant Officer (CW4)
Clinton A. Esckilsen, a Cass City
native and 1954 graduate of Cass
City High School, retired at Red-
stone Arsenal, Ala., in January
after more than 30 years of Army
service. He is the son of Mildred
N. Esckilsen of Cass City. Esck-
ilsen and his wife Joyce, the for-
mer Joyce Merchant of Cass City,
plan to make their retirement
home in Huntsville. Ala..  

40 YEARS AGO (1980)

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Dale
Champagne of Cass City Jan. 22,
in Hills and Dales Hospital, a son,
Scott Charles. He weighed seven
pounds and eight ounces. The
Champagnes have a daughter,
Kelley, 6, and a son, Matthew, 3.

Nine algebra and trigonometry
students from Cass City High
School have qualified for the sec-
ond round of competition in the
Saginaw Valley State College
“math Olympics.” They are Rob
Clarke, Steve Corcoran, Teruyo
(Terry) Hayashi, Dan LaPonsie,
Melanie Particka, Mark Guinther,
John Sutler, Lori Teichman, all
seniors, and Les Tuckey, the only
junior. All are students of Doug
Grezeszak or Joe Guza. Thirty-
nine Cass City students took the
50-minute examination in De-
cember. They were among 3,931
students from the greater Saginaw
Valley region that took it.
Kathy Diane Dillard, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Clarke 3475
Cemetery Road, Cass City, was
listed among the 529 students at
Harding University named to the
dean’s list for the fall semester. To
achieve recognition on the dean’s

With Valentine’s Day coming up on Friday, I’m going to go out on a limb and
offer the ladies out there a little dating advice this week.
I don’t feel particularly qualified, mind you, but a few conversations I’ve over-

heard in recent months prompted me to touch on the subject anyway.
Here it is: Ladies, the easiest and probably most telling way to predict how that

crush of yours is going to treat you in the long run is by simply observing how
he talks to and treats his mother.
On at least three occasions over the past year, I’ve heard sons talk to their moms

in ways that left me not only saddened, but also wondering where their fathers
or grandfathers were when these young men needed a good slap upside their
heads and a stern reminder that respect isn’t an option around the women in their
lives.

For example, one of these guys was, perhaps, 19 or 20, evidently still living at
home from what I could gather from the conversation, and demanding that his
mother give him something he wanted.  She was trying to explain why she could-
n’t accommodate him, and in his frustration he abruptly told her not to bother –
that she wasn’t worth the time or effort, after which he uttered a couple of exple-
tives and walked away.
Nice.  I cringed, not only at the thought of what would have happened to me if

I had tried that – even at 18 — but also because of his outrageous demonstration
of disrespect.
All I could think was, do you have any idea what you sound like right now, Jun-

ior?
Now, maybe I’m making too many assumptions here.  Perhaps he just doesn’t

know very many words and therefore must rely on the four-letter variety.  Or
maybe he simply doesn’t know any better.

Nah.
Of course, this is all just an opinion, although I do have three grown daughters

and extensive experience in trying to intimidate would-be suitors over the years.
I’d like to think I was reasonably successful, too.

But I digress. 
Anyway, ladies, if you seriously think a guy’s going to tell his mom to go jump

in a lake, then turn around and demonstrate his undying love and respect for you
over the next 30 or 40 years, well, good luck with that.

I suspect there are a lot of emotionally and/or physically abused women out
there who were convinced at one time or another that the love of their life would
never talk to or treat them the way he does, even after watching him lose his tem-
per time and time again — maybe even after being shoved during a heated argu-
ment.
Sadly, this sort of behavior is learned, and hearing those three little words you’re

yearning to hear — “I love you” — won’t fix it.  Neither will “I’m sorry.”
In the end, every man has the responsibility to prove himself to be a man via a

variety of acts and words.
I’m just saying that if he feels the need to disrespect others – especially the

woman who gave him life — in order to feel like a man, I hope you’ll have
enough sense and respect for yourself to show him the door, or at least make it
crystal clear that you won’t accept anything less than being treated like the lady
you are, and then walk away if he doesn’t figure it out.
You deserve better.
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cancy left by the resignation of Tracy Robinson, elementary school so-
cial worker, who accepted a position as regional health school coordi-
nator for the Thumb. School officials changed the job title because
Dorland doesn’t have a degree in social work.

However, the responsibilities are largely the same, according to Dor-
land, who explained his focus is on encouraging kids to make good de-
cisions – rather than acting out or exhibiting other behavioral problems
— even when they’re going through difficult times. “If there’s distress
going on, grieving for a loved one, bullying, parents fighting at home,
divorce – you name it, I basically deal with it.”

Dorland is also involved in teaching via classroom presentations he
prepares on topics such as bus etiquette. He’s also in charge of organ-
izing rewards for students who rack up SOAR (Show respect, Outstand-
ing effort, Acts honest, Responsibility) points.
He recently spearheaded the organization of a coin drive suggested by

second grade student Reagan Shadley, whose idea to contribute finan-
cially to an animal rescue group in Australia generated more than
$3,700, which was matched by Kranz Funeral Home for a total gift of
$7,500.

Dorland said his primary goal on the job is to encourage students to
make good decisions, and to make sure they know there’s a listening
ear nearby if they need it.

“If it’s a good day or a bad day, I just want to be that kind of person
for them,” he said. “I work with the staff, too. If they’re having a bad
day, the come to see me, too.”
A Cass City native, Dorland says keeping the lines of communication

open with everyone involved in a student’s education is another key as-
pect of his job. Which is why one of the first things he did after being
hired was to attend grade level teachers’ meetings. Teachers pave the
way for students to grow and achieve academically, he explained, “and
if something gets in the way of that, then that’s where I want to step
in.”

The path that led Dorland back to the school system he knows best
has had some twists and turns. 
After earning his high school diploma, he completed the prerequisite

classes for a degree at Delta College before moving on to Saginaw Val-
ley State University. But SVSU didn’t turn out to be a good fit for him,
so Dorland enrolled at Baker College, where he earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in human services.
After graduating, he spent a year working for the Human Development

Commission (HDC) as a senior services specialist. He then worked at
the Professional Counseling Center in Marlette for six months before
making another move – this time to Medilodge in Cass City, where
worked as the social services director from December 2017 through
December 2019.
The transition to working at Cass City Elementary School has been a

smooth one for Dorland, although he acknowledged it’s “different”
working in the same district as both his mother, second grade teacher
Kathy Dorland, and brother Adam Dorland, who teaches physical edu-
cation and health.
“It’s kind of surreal working with the people who taught me, (but) the

respect is there,” he said. “They know what to expect out of me. I know
what is expected of me.”

Dorland recalled he was a good student when he attended classes in
Cass City. “I was never a kid who wanted to get into trouble,” he said.
“I was very easy going. I always wanted to be everybody’s friend.

Dorland’s outgoing personality has meshed well in the community,
where he currently serves as president of the Cass City Rotary Club and
is a member of the Chamber of Commerce. He’s also head coach of the
newly-formed Cass City Talons Youth Wrestling Club, which already
boasts a membership of roughly 40 kids.

Dorland is always on the lookout for ways community organizations
can support the school system, as well as ways the school district can
support those same organizations in town.

He figures it’s a labor of love as well as an investment in the future.
“Basically, Cass City is home to me,” Dorland said. “I love Cass City,

so I’m a very community-oriented guy.”

Continued from page one.

The 30th annual Walk for Warmth (W4W) which raises funds to pro-
vide heat and/or utility assistance, has been scheduled for Saturday, Feb.
22. Walker registration begins at 9 a.m., with simultaneous walks set to
kick off at 9:30 a.m. in all four upper Thumb counties.   
The event is hosted by the Human Development Commission (HDC),

and organizers are asking for community support throughout the
Thumb.
Walk for Warmth is a statewide event sponsored by Community Action

Agencies, such as HDC, to raise money used to help local families in
need heat their homes. Local citizens gather pledges and walk a one-
mile route in the cold to keep others warm.

Last year, with the support of community volunteers and businesses,
HDC officials raised more than $60,000 to help struggling families and
senior citizens in Tuscola, Huron, Sanilac and Lapeer counties.

HDC officials emphasized that the funds raised in each county stays
in that county.

In Tuscola County, the walk begins at the American Legion Post, lo-
cated at 110 W. Frank St. in Caro; the Sanilac County Walk begins at
Liberty Lanes, 100 Kristian St. in Sandusky; and Huron County’s Walk
begins at the Step It Up Studio, 281 E. Huron Ave. in Bad Axe.
To make a donation to the Walk for Warmth fund, obtain more infor-

mation on the event, or to have a pledge sheet sent to you, contact your
local HDC office: Tuscola County at (989) 673-4121, Huron County at
(989) 269-9502 or Sanilac County at (810) 648-4497.

More information is also available on the HDC website at www.hdc-
caro.org and on the agency’s Facebook page.

Walk for Warmth set
Feb. 22 in Thumb area 
counties to assist needy

Dorland settling into new role

Applications are now available for the Anthony L. Rapes
Memorial/Huron County Dairy Promotions Scholarship.
High school seniors may pick these up from their high school guidance

counselors and/or FFA advisors, or at the Huron County MSU Exten-
sion Office, located in the health department complex at 1142 S. Van
Dyke Rd., Suite 200, in Bad Axe. The office hours are Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The scholarship was established in honor of Tony Rapes, a long time

MSU Extension agricultural agent in Huron County. The first scholar-
ship was awarded in 1981. In 2019, eleven scholarships were awarded.
Since the scholarship began, approximately $70,800 has been awarded
to Huron County students.
The deadline for in-going college freshmen to submit their scholarship

application is Monday, March 16, by 4:30 p.m. to the Huron County
MSU Extension Office. Completed applications can be emailed to
verelle7@msu.edu, but must still be received by 4:30 p.m. on Monday,
March 16.

For more information, or an application form, contact Huron County
MSU Extension at (989) 269 9949.

Rapes Scholarships deadline set
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Free fishing days Feb. 15-16
MICHIGAN — Grab a fishing rod and enjoy some of the finest fishing
Michigan has to offer during the 2020 Winter Free Fishing Weekend,
Saturday, Feb. 15, and Sunday, Feb. 16.
On those two days, everyone – residents and non-residents alike – can

fish without a license. All other fishing regulations still apply.
Also that weekend, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) will waive the regular recreation passport entry fee that grants
vehicle access to Michigan’s 103 state parks and more than 1,300 DNR-
managed boating access sites.
Several locations will host official 2020 Winter Free Fishing Weekend

events for the whole family, including the Winter Festival at Bay City
State Park in Bay County.

In addition, no fishing license is required and the recreation passport
fee will be waived Monday, Feb. 17, to coincide with the DNR’s
changeover to a new license sales system.
More information is available on the website Michigan.gov/FreeFish-

ing.

UPI scholarships are available
THUMB – United Producers Inc. (UPI) is seeking graduating high
school seniors pursuing a degree in an agriculture-related field to apply
for the company’s scholarship program.

Children and grandchildren of UPI members that meet eligibility re-
quirements are encouraged to apply by April 1 by visiting the website
www.uproducers.com/scholarship. Applications are also available at
local UPI locations.

Corn growers offer scholarship
HURON COUNTY — The Huron County Corn Growers Association
(HCGA) board of directors has established a student scholarship.
Applicants must be high school seniors and presently enrolled in 4-H

or FFA, and applying to be a full-time student at a post-secondary ag-
related educational institution in order to be eligible.
All applications must be received by the Huron County Corn Growers

Association, 1398 West Popple Rd., Bad Axe, Michigan 48413, no later
than 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 28.

A minimum of two scholarships in the amount of $500 each will be
awarded. Checks will be given at the HCGA annual meeting directly to
the parents/student.
More information is available by contacting Scott Krohn at (989) 551-

5555 or Tom Ziel at (989) 553-4046.

Hoops for Hope slated March 7
SANDUSKY — Sandusky High School will be the host site for the
Sanilac County Child Abuse Prevention Council’s third annual Three
on Three Hoops for Hope Basketball Tournament Saturday, March 7.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will go to provide funding for the pre-
vention of child abuse and neglect in Sanilac County.

The tournament is open to boys and girls in grades three through 12,
as well as adults ages 18 and older. The registration fee is $100 per four-
person team and must be postmarked by Tuesday, Feb. 18.
Registration forms and more information are available on the website

www.sanilacchild.org, or by calling Melissa at (810) 648-4098 (ext.
165).
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as a 14-year-old boy. Later in the
video, after the two allegedly
make arrangements to meet in the
parking lot of the YMCA in Bay
City, the adult who posted the clip
approaches the suspect’s vehicle
and confronts him.

While the video led to a prompt
arrest, Reene expressed concerns
regarding citizens attempting to
catch and confront individuals
suspected of preying on children.
“The problem is — and it’s mul-

tifold – first of all, you have a
safety concern for the videogra-
pher. You can very well come
across that person who has…been

Continued from page one.

contacted us by phone,” Kingston
School Supt. Matt Drake ex-
plained.

Kingston officials have used the
current logo for two decades and
didn’t realize there was an issue.
The mascot design was in place
long before Drake was named su-
perintendent.
“Apparently the ‘Swirling Cardi-

nal Logo’ was adopted by
Kingston Community Schools
around 2000,” Drake said, adding
the district has spent several years,
and a lot of time and expense
changing over to that logo.
“We have been slowly transition-

ing to the swirling Cardinal over
that stretch of time,” he said. “It
had taken us 20 years to com-
pletely change over, with the final
pieces coming with the comple-
tion of the bond projects.

“It is our center court marker on
our new gym floor.”
Kingston’s 50-year old gym floor

was replaced last year.
Although the area school district

faces federal copyright infringe-
ment and has been called out on
that, college officials have indi-
cated they are willing to work
with the district.
“ISU’s legal team was pretty un-

derstanding and they have not
been difficult to work with. They
are not seeking (monetary) dam-
ages. They are willing to allow us
to transition away from the
swirling Cardinal logo to a new
original logo,” Drake said.
Since the issue came to light, the

district has started working with a
couple different graphic designers
to come up with some new design
possibilities.
“In looking at this as an opportu-

Continued from page one.

Area resident charged after video posted
convicted before,” he said, adding
the actions of a person placed in a
position of having nothing left to
lose are unpredictable. “How can
you have someone more desper-
ate?”
Another issue is potential loss of

evidence.
“That’s a very real concern,” said

Reene, who explained that, given
time, a suspect will have the op-
portunity to destroy evidence that
could be used against him or her. 

Reene acknowledged the efforts
of individuals who are motivated
by the safety of the community,
including its youngest citizens.

“We recognize that, (but) if you
come across someone that you
think is going to engage in this be-

havior – if you think someone is
going to try to meet someone who
is 12, 13, 14 years old,” he said,
“the best way is to coordinate with
law enforcement.”
Anyone with additional informa-

tion related to the case or any
other matters of concern is asked
to contact the Caro Police Depart-
ment at (989) 673-2402.

Reene also reminds residents that
anonymous tips and information
can be reported through Michi-
gan’s OK2SAY program – 24
hours a day, seven days a week —
by calling 8-555-OK2SAY (855-
565-2729), by text at 652729
(OK2SAY) or via email at
OK2SAY@mi.gov.

Kingston mascot ruffles feathers in Iowa
nity, I am excited to see the possi-
bilities that come to light for our
new logo. It isn’t every day that a
district goes through this process,
and we now have a chance to do
something even cooler than the
swirling Cardinal,” he said.

In the meantime, the district is
not putting the swirling Cardinal
on anything else.

“ISU has asked for a written in-
ventory of all of the places where
we have the swirling Cardinal dis-
played and a timeline for when we
will have it removed from that
specific place. This is a big deal
and some areas will be harder than
others,” Drake noted. “The high
school gym floor and the end wall
mats in the gym, which were do-
nated in memory of Bob Rober-

son, are the two biggies in my
mind.

“I don’t want to take the mats
down until they are worn out and
I don’t want to replace the center
court logo until we refinish the
floor. My guess is that would be
15 to 20 years from now.”

Both schools are continuing to
talk and negotiate on the issue.
“We have rules and laws in a civ-

ilized society. Public schools are
the cornerstone of our democracy
and we should set the example
that right is right and wrong is
wrong” Drake said. “Whether we
like it or not isn’t the question.

“We acknowledge the ISU
claims of the violation of copy-
right and will do our best to rem-
edy the issue.”
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Hospital fundraiser set Feb. 15
Cass City — Hills and Dales General Hospital will host its 21st annual
winter fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 15, from 7 to 11 p.m. at Northwood
Meadows, 6086 Beechwood Dr., Cass City.
This year’s event will feature a nautical theme, so participants are en-

couraged to dress as a pirate, sailor or in red, white and blue. There will
be Vegas tables, Black Jack, craps, roulette, Texas hold’em, a silent auc-
tion, 50-50 raffles and music. There will also be hors d’oeuvres, desserts
and a cash bar.
The grand prize is $1,000 and the prize for second place is $750.
Tickets for the evening are $45. More information is available by call-

ing Danielle Blaine at (989) 912-6401 or emailing her at
dblaine@hdghmi.org.

T. Colling named new chairman
CARO — Tyler (Ty) Colling was recently named chairman of the De-
partment of Health of Human Services/Tuscola County Medical Care
Community Board of Directors.

Colling displays wisdom and integrity that will be an asset to those
we serve, said Tuscola County Medical Care Community Director
Brenda Kretzschmer, chief executive officer.

CPR classes on tap at hospital
CASS CITY — Hills and Dales General Hospital will host a free family
event that could help save lives.
CPR classes will be presented Saturday, Feb. 22, from 10 a.m. to noon

at the Hills and Dales Regional Education Center (formerly Baker Col-
lege campus) at 6667 Main St., Cass City.

The class will cover adult, child and infant CPR, rescue choking res-
cue, and the use of AEDs (Automated External Defibrillator). This is a
non-certified class for those who want to learn CPR and do not need to
earn a CPR certification card for work or school requirements.

Pre-registration is necessary. Call (989) 912-6365 or email
kdropeski@hdghmi.org.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro

CURTIS GARBER 
CHEVROLET  CADILLAC
www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra
*W.A.C. - Finance terms vary, see dealer for details

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

JOHN 
MERZ

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

MEGAN
SAYLES

SALES TEAM

2017 CADILLAC XT5 LUXURY
$353/MO

AWD, Leather, Bose, 
Navigation,

Heated seats, Backup 
camera, Sunroof,

Power liftgate

2014 RAM 1500 EXPRESS

$299/MO
Crew Cab, 4x4, 

Tow pkg, Tonneau 
cover, Running 

boards

2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT

$242/MO
Leather, Backup 

camera, Remote start,
Stow n’ Go seating, 

3rd row

2016 GMC SIERRA SLE

$358/MO
4x4, Running boards, 

Tonneau cover, Carpeted 
bed liner, Back up camera,

Remote start, Heated seats, 
GM Certified!

2018 CHEVROLET COLORADO Z71

$398/MO
4x4, Crew Cab, Heated 
seats, Backup camera,
Remote start, Tow pkg, 

Only 16,000 miles!
GM Certified!

2018 GMC TERRAIN DENALI

$364/MO
AWD, Leather, Heated seats,
Bose, Advanced safety pkg, 

Navigation, Moonroof, Heated 
steering wheel, 

GM Certified!

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$249/MO
Backup camera, Remote 

start, Heated seats, Safety 
pkg, Power liftgate, 

GM Certified

VIEW MORE
INVENTORY AT

WWW.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.COM
OR STOP BY OUR

PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM
AT 700 N STATE ST

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$268/MO
AWD, Roof rack, Heated seats, 
Remote start, Backup camera, 

Blind spot monitoring,
GM Certified!

2017 CHEVROLET IMPALA PREMIER

$299/MO
Heated/Cooled seats, Remote 

start, Leather, Heated 
steering wheel, Safety

pkg, GM Certified

             

T 700 N STAAT 700 N ST
PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM

OR ST
.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLETWWW

INVENT
VIEW MORE

 

TE STAATE STT 700 N STT 700 N STA
PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM

 OUR BYOPOR ST
.COM.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.COM

T A ATYORINVENT
VIEW MORE

   

sociation represents Michigan’s Maple Syrup Agri-businesses.
“It was quite a surprise to get the top award for amber maple syrup,

but to be awarded the ‘Best of Show’ at the event was even more of a
surprise,” said Bardwell.

Most of today’s syrup producers use a reverse osmosis process to re-
move water from the maple sap prior to it entering the evaporator, which
cuts down the evaporating time. The reason for using reverse osmosis
is that it takes 40 percent or more of the water out of the sap, which is
96 to 98 percent water to begin with, and creates a higher sugar content
in the sap so it takes less time to evaporate during the syrup-making
process.

Although doing that would be a time and cost saving measure, the
Bardwell family has opted for a more traditional process. In fact, Bard-
well continues to make syrup the same way as when the business was
started in 1949 by his grandfather, Frank Bardwell, and his father, Fred
Bardwell.
They prefer to boil the sap straight from the tree – with a sugar content

averaging 2.5 percent — without removing any water. Although they
could make syrup quicker, there were many discussions relating to taste
differences between the two processes.
The family decided to stick with the old-fashioned way.
“I remember how my father made syrup, which is called the traditional

way with no ‘reverse osmosis’ to remove the water from the sap before
boiling to lessen the evaporation time,” noted Bardwell. “Long before
the new technology, he often reminded us of the importance of not being
in a hurry and letting nature take its time in making maple syrup.

“He often said, ‘There are people who make syrup and then there are
those who make maple syrup.’ So with that memory, we continue to
steady boil and check our process and batches frequently to assure that
our maple syrup meets the highest family standards,” added Bardwell,
who is also known in the area for his role as chairman of the Tuscola
County Board of Commissioners.

While Bardwell uses the same processes and standards in making
maple syrup that his grandfather and father used, the equipment in-
volved has changed some.

“Perhaps that is why we were able to achieve the MMSA awards we
received this year. One of the judges remarked after the award that we
had the best tasting, among other criteria such as color, clarity, etc., of
all the submissions…like wow!” Bardwell recalled. “So, you might say
that we are continuing the family business and tradition in the maple
syrup business and have established MapleWorxz as the maple syrup
producer who makes syrup you will definitely want to try.”

The wood hearth they used had been in production for 68 years until
it was replaced, and the original pans were replaced in 1986 and then
again in 2019.

One change that was implemented is the way maple sap is cleaned.
Back in the day, eggs were used, but today filters perform the same
function to remove impurities, such as sugar sand, and improve the clar-
ity.
“We also will have switched from buckets to three-gallon sap bags as

new regulations are taking effect this year that maple producers who
sell to the public are to be lead-free, so buckets can no longer be used,”
he explained.

Depending on the weather, sap gathering to process into syrup typi-
cally runs for about five weeks. For a good sap run, warm days and cool
nights are needed. In an average year, each tap hole in a tree will pro-
duce about 10 gallons of sap, which will make about one quart of maple
syrup.

When the sap starts running, generally in March, MapleWorxz will
start its third year of maple syrup production.

And, the fourth generation of the family will be on hand this year to
help. Bardwell’s son, Aaron Bardwell, who is a naturopathic doctor, re-
cently returned home and has set up his own practice in Caro.
Aside from maple syrup, the Bardwell family operates a custom frame

business at their residence at 3540 North Hurds Corner Rd., Caro.

Continued from page one.

THOM BARDWELL still collects maple sap and

processes it into maple syrup the way his father and

grandfather did starting in 1949.

Bardwells enjoy sweet success
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YOUR BEST CHOICE
IN PRIMARY CARE

FAMILY PRACTICE

1011 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe
(989) 269-5258

2269 Main St. 
Ubly
(989) 658-2159

6 N. Main St. 
Elkton
(989) 375-2273
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FRANZEL,
FNP-BC
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HIMMEL,
PA-C

RICHARD
LOCKARD,
MD

24 E. Spring St.
Pt. Austin
(989) 738-5222

MARTHA
KOGLIN,
PA-C

2269 Main St. 
Ubly
(989) 658-2159

OSMAN
MUKHTAR,
MD

1080 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe
(989) 493-9327

BEHZOD
ROSTRAM,
MD

220 E. Frank St. 
Caro
(989) 672-5733

HEATHER
FRYERS, 
NP-C

201 W. Huron Ave.
Vassar
(989) 432-3040

ASHLEY
YOUNG,
NP-C

220 E. Frank St. 
Caro
(989) 673-4126

TERESA
McDONALD,
FNP-BC

INTERNAL MEDICINE

1060 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe
(989) 269-7606
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6 N. Main St. 
Elkton
(989) 375-2273

SHIRLEY
JAKUBEC,
MD

1080 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe
(989) 269-6048

SCOTT
MASON,
PA-C

PEDIATRICS

1060 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe
(989) 269-7775

CHARLES
CHRISTENSEN,
DO

233 State St. 
Harbor Beach
(989) 479-3111

JAIME
TAN,
MD
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“As the case was unfolding, Lt.
Hull was able to quickly piece
things together and make the con-
nection to the suspect, Joshua
Rosebush. This led to the quick
capture of Rosebush, who was
eventually sentenced to 75 to 115
years in prison,” Skrent noted.

Also receiving a commendation
for professional excellence was
Lt. Brian Harris for his manage-
ment of the county jail and its in-
mates.

“An inspection of the jail was
completed by the Michigan De-
partment of Corrections on May
13, 2019.  The MDOC report’s
findings indicated that exceptional
documentation and preparation
for the jail was done by Lt. Brian
Harris and his team,” Skrent said.
“It went on to say that, ‘The Tus-
cola County Jail is an example of
a well-managed correctional facil-
ity.”
Deputy Cory Jacobs, meanwhile,

was recognized with a commen-
dation for lifesaving.

“On Jan. 14, 2019 Deputy Cory
Jacobs assisted Vassar Police De-
partment Officer Brow with a full
(cardiac) arrest in the city of Vas-
sar.  With the combination of
CPR/AED, the pair were able to
successfully revive the person,”
Skrent said. “MMR reported that
it was because of these officers’
lifesaving efforts that the individ-
ual was revived.”
Skrent presented Sgt. Mike Mat-

tlin with a commendation for mer-
itorious service in connection with
a lengthy search for a vulnerable
adult last November.
“Hundreds of searchers, multiple

agencies and various organiza-
tions from across the state joined
in the effort for the common
good,” the Sheriff said. “Sgt. Mat-
tlin represented the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Office with
honor and dignity. His leadership
and dedication were apparent to
all those involved.”

Another officer, Deputy Brad
Spangler, received a commenda-
tion for professional excellence.

“On Dec. 25, 2019, Deputy
Spangler along with Caro Police
Officer Jobes responded to a call
of CPR in progress in the city of
Caro. With the combination of
CPR/AED, the pair were able to
successfully regain a pulse,”
Skrent said. Five days later, he
noted, Spangler responded a call
in Ellington Township regarding
an elderly man who became ill
due to carbon monoxide poison-
ing. “In both of these cases,
Deputy Spangler acted quickly
and decisively to ensure the safety
of these citizens.”
Skrent presented commendations

of bravery to a pair of deputies —
Ryan LaFlure and Brandon Smith-
hart.

“On July 25, 2019, Deputies
LaFlure and Smithhart were dis-
patched to a Vassar Township
home regarding an elderly male
with dementia, who was armed
with a rifle.  The male was suffer-
ing from hallucinations and be-
lieved that someone was trying to
kill him.  At times the rifle was
pointed at officers who had taken
up cover,” Skrent explained. “Of-
ficers employed distraction tech-

Continued from page one.

DETECTIVE Scott Jones (from left), Deputy Ryan

Avery, Sgt. Josh Herman, Detective Jim Hook and

Deputy Spencer Coleman (not pictured) were rec-

ognized for their response to a fatal stabbing at an

Ellington Township residence last December.

TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff Glen Skrent honored a host of his officer and other department staff mem-

bers during an annual awards ceremony last Wednesday at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.

Sheriff honors top cops
niques and were able to disarm the
person without out any shots
being fired.

“The brave actions of these two
deputies, while placing their own
lives in danger, helped save a life.
Selfless acts like these are the true
definition of bravery.”

In addition, Detective Scott
Jones, Detective Jim Hook,
Deputy Ryan Avery, Deputy
Spencer Coleman and Sgt. Josh
Herman were honored with com-
mendations for professional ex-
cellence for their response to fatal
stabbing last December in Elling-
ton Township.
“Deputies responded to an active

and chaotic scene, where a mother
was found murdered and her in-
fant baby left critically injured,”
the sheriff noted. “The initial 911
call and the information provided
was difficult to understand. How-

Lt. Ted Hull Deputy Brad SpanglerSgt. Mike MattlinDeputy Cory Jacobs

ever, they were able to rely on
their instincts, training and expe-
rience and took decisive action.

“The suspect was charged with
multiple felonies and is awaiting
trial,” Skrent said. “All of these
deputies worked calmly, diligently
and contributed countless hours of
investigation to see that justice
will prevail in this case.

Also last week, several officers
and staffers were recognized for
varying years of service. They are:
*Five years – Corrections Officer

Michael Kemp, mechanic Dennis
Ziemba and Deputy Ashley
Calles.
*Ten years – Corrections Officer

Barb Peters and Deputy Jon
Ramirez.

*Fifteen years — Sgt. Justin
Nitz.

*Twenty-five years — Clerk
Deanna Higley and Detective
Scott Jones.

THUMB AREA residents were treated to a supermoon known as the Snow Moon

over the weekend. According to the Farmers’ Almanac, northeastern Native

American tribes referred to the second full moon of winter as the Snow Moon

because of February’s heavy snow. A supermoon is a full moon that occurs when

the moon is at the closest point to earth in its orbit.

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $22/year

Call 872-2010


