
several trees,” Skrent said. “Wit-
nesses to the crash indicate the ve-
hicle was behind them as they
were travelling westbound also.
The vehicle then passed them and
another vehicle at high speed, and
that is when it lost control.”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City man lost his life in a
one-vehicle traffic crash last week
in Tuscola County’s Juniata
Township, Tuscola County Sher-
iff’s Department investigators re-
ported.

The victim has
been identified as
Nicholas Williams,
35, according to
Sheriff Glen
Skrent, who noted
a passenger in the
vehicle – Williams’
wife, Veronica
Williams, 33 —
was seriously in-
jured.
Deputies were dis-

patched to the
scene of the crash –
M-81 near Ringle
Road – at about
12:20 p.m.

“The investiga-
tion has found that
a vehicle was trav-
elling westbound
on M-81, lost con-
trol and left the
roadway, striking
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MEMBERS OF the Deford Dazzlers 4-H Rocketry Team stand with the nine-foot-

tall model rocket they plan to compete with during the Battle of the Rockets Compe-

tition in Culpeper, Va., in the spring. The team is comprised of (from left) Captain

Teresa Tomasino, Jannaeya Thomas, Mia Wright, Co-Captain Sam Gordon, Kian

Hoppe (holding the prototype rocket) and (on the stairs) Ethan Thane.

EWE WON’T believe it! Cass City

seventh grade student Billy Seeley

holds one of two newborn lambs at

the Cass City Ag Learning Lab last

week.

TUSCOLA County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment investigators identified the victim

in last week’s fatal traffic crash in Ju-

niata Township as 35-year-old Nicholas

Williams of Cass City. (Photo courtesy

of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment)

Crash claims life
of Cass City man

Please turn to page 16.

Plans to close Bingham
Ambulance moved back

Deford Dazzlers gearing up for Battle
of the Rockets competition in spring

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Deford Dazzlers 4-H Rock-
etry Team hasn’t been making
headlines over the past couple of
years, but that doesn’t mean the

local group is content to rest on its
high-flying laurels.
In fact, the team and its mentors,

who celebrated a second-place
finishing in the Team America
Rocketry Challenge (TARC) Na-
tional Finals just four years ago —

have continued to find new moun-
tains to climb and are currently
gearing up to tackle their biggest
challenge yet.

The Deford rocketeers have
spent weeks preparing for their

Middleton settling into her role as

agriscience instructor, FFA advisor

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Heather Middleton couldn’t help but
revel in the excitement of her agri-
science students at Cass City Junior-Se-
nior High School recently as they
welcomed a pair of newborn lambs at
the district’s ag learning lab.

“We have a ewe lamb and a ram lamb
— their healthy and perfect,” Middleton
announced on the Cass City FFA Face-
book page following the birth earlier this
month.

Middleton joined the Cass City teach-
ing staff in early October, and it hasn’t
taken her long to settle into a role that’s
a good fit for her background and inter-
ests as an educator.
“Teaching agriscience has always been

a goal of mine,” commented the lifelong
Tuscola County resident, who along
with her husband and four children own

and operate a beef farm in Mayville.
“I was the Tuscola County 4-H coordi-

nator for eight years,” she said. “I left to
pursue teaching and found a paraprofes-
sional position at the Tuscola Technol-
ogy Center, where I worked as a
paraprofessional in agriscience and con-
struction for a year and a half before
coming to Cass City.

“(This job) was an opportunity that I
have already dreamed about,” Middleton
added. “Agriscience programs are de-
signed to inspire youth to pursue agricul-
tural careers by teaching students about
the many different aspects of agriculture,
including large and small animals, lead-
ership, wildlife, horticulture and aqua-
culture. It is a passion and love of mine
to open those doors for our youth.”

As the agriscience instructor and FFA
advisor, her responsibilities include:

*Providing students with educational
Please turn to page 12.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The planned closure of the Bing-
ham Ambulance Service has been
pushed back a couple months
while negotiations that could keep
the service open continue in
Huron County.

Officials in a couple of Sanilac
County townships that have de-
pended on Bingham for ambu-
lance coverage, meanwhile, are
discussing their options.

The topic was among the items
that came up during a recent Ar-
gyle Township Board meeting.

Austin Township Supervisor Ed
Sadro was among the audience
members who attended the meet-
ing. He was there to ask Argyle
Township about possibly furnish-
ing fire stand-by service as well as
medical first responder service for
Austin Township in light of the
uncertainty surrounding the future
of ambulance coverage.
The matter was discussed, but no

decision was made. However, Ar-
gyle Township Clerk Ed Pfaff and
Fire Chief Lyle Ramer agreed to
attend the next Austin Township
Board meeting to further discuss
the issue.
In November 2019, the Bingham

Township Board announced its
plans to shut down the ambulance
— which has operated since 1978
— effective Jan. 31.

The decision was largely based
on a lack of adequate personnel to
man the service 24/7, with pay
rates of $3 per hour on stand-by
and $20 for a run failing to draw
enough interest to fill positions.

Operational costs are another
factor. For the last four years, the
township was forced to spend
roughly $120,000 in general fund
dollars to keep the ambulance op-
erating, according to Bingham
Township Supervisor Donald
Wright.

In mid-December, the township
met with Central Huron Ambu-
lance (CHA) officials to try to
work out a deal for CHA to take
over the ambulance service.
According to CHA Executive Di-

rector Linda Shisler, CHA and the

Please turn to page 12.
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Obituaries
Raymond Fox

Raymond Morris Fox, 79, of
Cass City, died Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2020, at United Hospice of
Marlette Hospice Residence, Mar-
lette.  He was born December 24,
1940 in Cass City, the youngest of
four sons born to Ron and Aletha
(Morrish) Fox.  He married his
high school sweetheart, Clotile
Thompson, after they met again at
the 1991 All-Class Reunion.  They
were married May 3, 1997 in Las
Vegas, Nev.

Ray graduated from Cass City
High School with the class of
1958.  He graduated from Michi-
gan State University and the
ROTC program in 1962 with a
chemical engineering degree.  Ray
had a 20-year career in the U.S.
Air Force and earned a master’s
degree in computer science and
business management.  He ob-
tained his private, commercial, in-
strument and multi-engine pilot
ratings and also instructor pilot
ratings.  Upon retirement from the
Air Force, Ray was employed by
Computer Science Corporation on
Edwards Air Force Base in Cali-
fornia.  He was very active in the
2010 census and directed a large
group of individuals in the Fort
Walton Beach area of Florida.   

Ray assisted in Red Flag oper-
ation at Nellis Air Force Base in
Nevada and Maple Flag in
Canada.    His love of sports in-
cluded golf, baseball, college foot-
ball and MSU basketball. Ray and
Clotile traveled extensively on
land and on sea.  This included
two “around the world” cruises
and smaller trips of one to three
months in length.  When not trav-
eling abroad, the winter months
found them in Florida which was
their warm get-away to escape the
cold Michigan weather. 

Ray is survived by his wife,
Clotile; brothers:  Ed (Sharon)
Fox of Cass City; Jim (Karen) Fox
of Waterford; and sister-in-law,
Marilynn Fox of Beavercreek,
Ohio.  He was preceded in death
by his parents and brother, Bob
Fox.

Cremation has taken place.
Memorials may be made to
United Hospice of Marlette.  Fam-
ily and friends may share memo-
ries, prayers and photos with the
family at www.kranzfuneral-
home.com.

Arrangements were made by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Bryce Hagen  

Bryce W. Hagen, 93 of Ubly,
passed away Tuesday, January 14,
2020, at Ascension St. Mary’s
Hospital in Saginaw from compli-
cations due to a fall in his home.
He was born August 22, 1926, on

the family farm west of Ubly to
the late Ernest C. and Laura (Ju-
rges) Hagen. He married Bettie
Lee McIntyre of Harbor Beach on
October 21, 1951 at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Ubly. They
were united in marriage for 68
years and raised a family of four
children; Dennis Mac, Mary Mar-
garet, Ellen Kay and Ernest
James.

Bryce was a graduate of Ubly
High School in 1944 and was then
drafted and served during WWII.
He was stationed in post-war Ger-
many from 1945-46 as a truck
driver. He attended the Nazi war
crime trials twice at the Hall of
Justice in Nuremberg, Germany,
in 1946. Once his term of service
was over, Bryce attained his pri-
vate pilot license in Michigan. 

Bryce was a dairyman for 30
years, shipping Grade A milk
along with farming cash crops in
Bingham Township. He transi-
tioned to raising beef in 1982 and
enjoyed a solid reputation for con-
sistently shipping finished quality

Robert McIntosh

The family of Robert McIntosh
would like to invite family and
friends to a celebration of life. The
service will take place at the
Novesta Church of Christ Febru-
ary 8 at 1 p.m., followed by a
luncheon.

Robert (Bob) G. McIntosh, 74,
of Cass City, passed away No-
vember 8, 2018, at United Hos-

Ronald Parrott, Sr.

Ronald Sherwood Parrott Sr., 77,
of Cass City, died following a
brief illness Saturday, January 18,
2020, at Satchell’s Christian Re-
tirement Home, Caro.  He was
born January 24, 1942, in Cass
City to Gail Linwood and Louella
Bernadine (Sherwood) Parrott.
He married Wanda Lee Bader
June 1, 1963, in Cass City.  She
died January 25, 2017.

Ron graduated from Cass City
High School and later earned a
bachelor’s degree in management
and engineering from Central
Michigan University.  He worked
for General Motors, Warren Tech
Center, retiring after thirty-three
years.  Ron taught home wiring
and electronics to high school and
college students as a night class.
He enjoyed the outdoors, deer
hunting and spending time with
family at Camp Chippewa in Mio
and Parrott Farms in Cass City.
Ron loved trail riding, dirt bikes
and snowmobiles.  His passion for
motocross carried through to the
formation of the M3, Michigan
Motocross Ministries, with his
dear friend, Craig MacPhee. Ron
completed the Six Days of Michi-
gan Trail Ride twice.  Family and
faith were everything to him and
above all, his grandchildren were
his pride and joy. 

Ron is
survived by his children:  Tamara
Sonnenberg of Caro and Ronald
(Mindy) Parrott Jr. of Grand
Blanc; grandchildren,  Jeremy (Is-
abella) Sonnenberg, Micaela Son-
nenberg, Raelyn Sonnenberg,
Briana Parrott and Bradyn Parrott;
dear brother, Richard Parrott of
Caro; sisters-in-law, Marjorie
Caister of Cass City, Helen Hub-
bard of Cass City, Audrey Halas
of Royal Oak and Sandra Bader of
Cass City; brother-in-law, Gerald
Auten of Cass City; many nieces
and nephews; and special friend,
Joyce Januchowski of Cass City.
He was preceded in death by his
parents; wife, Wanda; son-in-law,
John Sonnenberg; sisters-in-law,
Deb Parrott and Donna Auten; and
brothers-in-law, Robert (Shirley)
Bader, Arthur Caister, Gene
Chapin, Newell Hubbard and
Dale Bader.
Funeral services were scheduled

for 11 a.m. Tuesday, January 21,
2020, at Kranz Funeral Home,
Cass City, with Brad Speirs of
Novesta Church of Christ officiat-
ing.  Interment will take place in
Novesta Township Cemetery at a
later date.  Memorials may be
made to Novesta Church of
Christ, Cass City.  Family and
friends may share memories,
prayers and photos with the fam-
ily at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Holstein cattle. His work was his
hobby and his hobby was his
work. He was early to bed and
early to rise in his lifetime and he
worked clearing land, expanding
his farm and feeding the world.
He fed cattle up until mid-Novem-
ber of 2019. His work ethic and
sheer will to continue despite ad-
versity were characteristics re-
spected by his family and the
entire community. He never
shirked a task.
Bryce was a true country gentle-

man who had the gift of giving
others the benefit of the doubt,
perhaps even when they did not
earn it. He was the last living
charter member of the Thumb Vet-
erans Organization, a past mem-
ber of both the Michigan
Cattleman’s Association and the
Michigan Milk Producers Associ-
ation. He volunteered, playing
piano by ear, entertaining resi-
dents for over 25 years at the
Huron County Medical Care Fa-
cility and most recently at Court-
ney Manor. Bryce was a lifetime
member of the First Presbyterian
Church in Ubly, serving in many
different capacities. He was a past
member of the Ubly Fox Hunters’
Club. He bought an airplane in
1966 and enjoyed flying around
the surrounding area.

Bryce is survived by his wife,
Bettie Hagen of Ubly; two daugh-
ters, Mary Hagen and Ellen
(Mike) Moorman; and two daugh-
ters-in-law, Sharlene (Pichla)
Hagen and Doreen (Krohn)
Hagen, all of Ubly;  his grandchil-
dren, Keith (Erin Johnson) Hagen
of East Lansing, Clint (Melissa
Barry) Hagen, Brad (Stacy Lang-
ley) Hagen, Nick Hagen, all of
Ubly, Jennifer (George) Hiller of
Harbor Beach; great grandchil-
dren, Annabella, Vivienne and Ab-
bott of East Lansing, Dylan, Cole,
Addison, Beckett, Waverly, Brody
and Gabriella, all of Ubly; one
brother, Wallace (Sonia) Hagen of
Ubly; and many nieces and
nephews. 
He was preceded in death by two

sons, Dennis in 2006 and Jim in
2016; two brothers, Fred and
Clare Hagen; and one sister, Grace
Aardal. 
The celebration of life for Bryce

was held Friday, January 17, at the
Zinger-Smigielski Funeral Home
in Ubly, with the Rev. Robert
Srock officiating. Bryce’s final
resting place will be in Valley
Cemetery in Ubly in the spring.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider making a donation in mem-
ory of Bryce to the Ubly FFA, the
Thumb Veterans   Organization
Post #1 or to the family in care of
his daughter, Mary Hagen.

Please visit www.smigielskifu-
neralhomes.com to express your
sympathy and sign the guest book
for Bryce’s family.

pice Service in Marlette.
Bob was born September 20,

1944, in Pontiac to the late Jim
and Normaleen (Brown) McIn-
tosh.  

He married Shirley Root Febru-
ary 25, 1967.  Bob served in the
U.S. Army for two years.  

He worked at United Parcel
Service and retired in 1998 after
30 years of service.  After retiring
from UPS, he worked for Robert
Bliss, mowing lawns.  Bob was a
very loving husband, son, father,
grandfather and a friend to all.
Bob enjoyed every season of the
year as long as he was hunting,
fishing or watching his grandchil-
dren play sports. 

Bob is survived by his wife of 51
years, Shirley McIntosh; one
daughter, Debra Abell; two grand-
children, Zachary Abell and
Shelby Abell; and a brother Dale
(Lynda) McIntosh.  

Jan Zieba

Jan Zieba, 99, of Deford, died
following a lengthy illness Tues-
day, January 14, 2020, at North-
wood Meadows Medical Care
Unit, Cass City. He was born May
6, 1920, in Poland to Frank and
Anna (Jarosz) Zieba.  He married
Olga Wilcuk in 1947 in Germany.
She died in 1970.  He later mar-
ried Stella Lis December 27,
1978, at St. Andrew’s Catholic
Church in Detroit.  She died Oc-
tober 27, 2014.

Jan moved from Poland to De-
troit in 1950.  He worked for Gen-
eral Motors, Cadillac plant, as a
bumper assembly line worker, re-
tiring in 1982.  Jan was a former
member of SS. Peter and Paul

Catholic Church of Detroit, St.
Michael Catholic Church, Wilmot
and St. Pancratius Catholic
Church, Cass City.  He loved gar-
dening and maintaining his lawn.
Jan enjoyed working with wood
and made fences, a chicken coop
and deer pen.  He was a member
of the Knights of Columbus, Cen-
tral Thumb Council #8892.     

Jan is survived by his son, Ed-
ward Zieba of Allen Park; many
nieces and nephews; great
nephew, Buras Janusz of Brook-
lyn, N.Y.  He was preceded in
death by his wife and Edward’s
mother, Olga; his wife, Stella; and
son, John Zieba.    

Funeral services were held Fri-
day, January 17, 2020, at Our
Lady Consolata Parish, St. Pan-
cratius Catholic Church, with the
Rev. Adam Maher officiating. In-
terment will be in Mt. Olivet
Cemetery, Detroit.  A vigil service
was held Thursday, led by Richard
Zyrowski, followed by the
Knights of Columbus praying the
rosary.  Memorials may be made
to St. Pancratius Catholic Church
or Knights of Columbus Council
#8892.  Family and friends may
share memories, prayers and pho-
tos with the family at www.kranz-
funeralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

You’ve come a long way, baby

and career would have been like had I been born sev-
eral decades later.

I hope today’s girls realize they can truly be any-
thing they want.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I’ve heard the term pigeon-holed several times over
the years, but never really gave the term much
thought until I started covering some events at
schools a few years ago.

When boards of education started talking about
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math),
I had no idea what they were talking about. I had to
ask several questions at the meetings and go online
to look up what the term meant, and learn about ro-
botic competitions.
Because my father only had an eighth-grade educa-

tion and my mother only a ninth-grade education,
they put great store in not only completing high
school, but also attending college.
According to my parents, back when I was growing

up in the 1960s, the only suitable career choices for
a girl were a nurse, a teacher, secretary or a nun.
I didn’t want to be a nurse. I can’t stand the sight of

blood — even my own. I definitely didn’t want to be
a nun. I flirted with the idea of being a teacher, but
realized that wasn’t for me, either. The only accept-
able career choice left was secretary. So, I went to
business school after I graduated from high school.
Also, back in the day, the other option was being a

wife and a mother, and in that order.
I’ve come to realize that back when I was a child,

little girls were indoctrinated with being a good wife
and mother by the toys we were given. 
There were little kitchenettes, cupboards, miniature

irons and ironing boards along with pint sized
brooms and dust pans, and dishes because we were
expected to make pretend tea luncheons.

We were given tons of baby dolls to train us to be
mothers. Toy makers even upped the ante of keeping
girls in their place by making dolls that “drank” from
bottles and then wet themselves.

All of that was pure indoctrination. There weren’t
any real messes for us to clean up. There was no pre-
tend toilet to scrub, and the dolls only made nice little
wet messes, none of the real bathroom messy diapers
that are a reality.

Despite all of that preparation, I wasn’t and I don’t
think many other women were prepared for the stark
reality that being a homemaker and a mother in-
cluded.

Because of the limited career choices back in my
day, STEM was just part of a flower.

Having a STEM education opens so many career
choices for women: software developers, industrial
engineers, civil engineers, electrical engineers, econ-
omists, chemists and more.
The STEM of my day meant “Still Trailing Excep-

tional Men.” I can’t help but wonder what my life
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Small world and take me back department. Pictured below
is former Cass City basketball coaching legend Ron Nurn-
berger, along with his wife Pam. He’s seated next to Mari-
lyn Erla, center, recently at a comedy club in Sarasota,
Florida.

**********     

Watch the Spartan Women’s Basketball Team take on Penn
State and attend the fifteenth annual celebration of MSU
Extension 4-H Youth Development at the Spartan Women’s
basketball game, Sunday, March 1, 2020. Last year more
than 6,000 MSU Extension staff, 4-H volunteers, members
and their families attended this exciting opportunity at the
MSU Breslin Student Events Center. 
Ticket Price: FREE for MSU Extension 4-H youth and their
families, 4-H volunteers and MSU Extension staff and their
families! Link to claim free tickets: https://fevo.me/34iKc1r

**********    
Local residents can ring in the New Year with 10 free flow-

ering trees by joining the Arbor Day Foundation any time
during January.  

By becoming a part of the nonprofit Arbor Day Founda-
tion, new members will receive 10 free flowering trees or
five crapemyrtles. The flowering trees include: two Sargent
crabapples, three American redbuds, two Washington
hawthorns and three white flowering dogwoods.
“These stunning trees will beautify your home with lovely

flowers of pink, yellow and white colors,” said Matt Harris,
chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “These trees
are perfect for large and small spaces.”

The trees will be shipped postpaid at the right time for
planting, between February 1 and May 31, with enclosed
planting instructions. The 6- to 12-inch tall trees are guar-
anteed to grow or they will be replaced free of charge.
Members will also receive a subscription to the Founda-
tion’s bimonthly publication, Arbor Day, and The Tree
Book, which includes information about tree planting and
care.  
To become a member of the Foundation and to receive the
free trees, send a $10 contribution by January 31st to:

Ten Flowering Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor
Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410

Local residents can also join online at arborday.org/Janu-
ary. 

**********    

Here’s a posting from the Cass City Public School Face-
book: “If you haven’t heard, currently in Australia
wildfires are sweeping across the country, destroying
habitats, homes and wildlife. Starting today at the El-
ementary, each class will be competing in a coin
drive. The money raised will be donated to help sup-
port Australia. The classroom who raises the most
money at the end of the week will earn a pizza party.
A big thank you to our 2nd grader Raegen Shadley
who’s idea it was to make this happen.” We think
that’s a wonderful idea too Raegen, keep up the good
work. 

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Radon risk is silent;
test your home soon

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has declared Jan-
uary 2020 to be Radon Action Month in Michigan, and
she is encouraging all state residents to learn more
about this environmental hazard and test their homes
during the heating season.
You cannot see, smell or taste radon, and there are no

short-term side effects. However, long-term exposure
to radon increases the risk of developing lung cancer.

Testing for radon is easy, inexpensive and the only
way to know if a home has a radon problem.

Lung cancer accounts for more deaths in both men
and women than any other form of cancer in the United
States.

The Department of Health and Human Services pre-
dicted that in 2019 there would be an estimated 8,070
new cases of lung cancer and 5,410 deaths from the
disease in Michigan. Behind smoking, radon is the sec-
ond leading cause of lung cancer and considered a
leading environmental cause of cancer mortality in the
United States.
One in every four Michigan homes is expected to have

radon levels exceeding the federal action level of 4
pCi/L. While radon poses a serious threat to community
health, high radon concentrations are easily fixed.

According to figures compiled by the Michigan De-
partment of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE), the percentage of elevated radon test results
varies from county to county in Michigan based on test
result data collected from Air Chek (Radon.com).
Those results range from just two percent elevated
radon levels in Muskegon County on the west side of
the state, to 53 percent in Branch County, along Michi-
gan’s southern border.
In the Thumb, elevated radon levels were found in 29

percent of homes tested in Tuscola County, 24 percent
in Huron County and 13 percent in Sanilac County, ac-
cording to the data.

Any home could have a radon problem, whether it’s
in an area with a high radon potential or an area with
a low radon potential, or whether it’s old or new, en-
ergy-efficient or drafty, built on a slab or built over a
basement or crawlspace.
Because it’s a tasteless, odorless, colorless gas, there

are no physical signs that will alert you to the presence
of radon in a home — It doesn’t smell bad.  There is no
discoloration of the foundation.  There are no visible
traces of the gas. And, there are no warning symptoms
to let you know you’re being exposed (It doesn’t cause
headaches, nausea, fatigue, skin rashes, etc.).
The only way to know whether your home has a prob-

lem — or whether you are at risk — is to test.
Testing is recommended every two years because

homes settle, new cracks form in the foundation and
radon levels can change.  If test results show radon lev-
els at or above 4 pCi/L, the USEPA recommends in-
stalling a radon mitigation system, which grabs the
radon before it ever enters the home and vents it out-
side.
For help getting a radon test kit, or for more informa-

tion regarding radon testing, mitigation and levels
across Michigan, go to Michigan.gov/Radon, call 800-
RADON GAS (800-723-6642), or e?mail
Radon@Michigan.gov. Test kits also are available at
local hardware stores.
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Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
on various criminal charges last
week:
*Jerry J. Erla, 35, Caro, was sen-

tenced to 180 days in the county
jail, with worksite privileges, fol-
lowing his pleas of guilty to as-
sault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault), possession of
a firearm by a felon and posses-
sion of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony Sept. 10 in Almer
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 24 months
and ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,094.

*Ralph V. Maurer, 31, Sebe-
waing, was sentenced to 16
months to two years in prison fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to
criminal sexual conduct, fourth
degree, between July 1 and July
31 in Gagetown.

He was also ordered pay costs
and fines totaling $258.

*Matthew R. Humes, 29, Caro,
was sentenced to one to 15 years
in prison following his plea of
guilty to interfering with elec-
tronic communications Sept. 2 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $258 plus restitution of

$6,110.42 to Tuscola County.
*Jovon A. Lynn, 32, Saginaw,

was sentenced to five to 20 years
in prison following his plea of no
contest to conducting a criminal
enterprise between March and
July 2019 in Fremont Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to prison time, he
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $258.

*Zachariah C. Ray, 39, Milling-
ton, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail, with work release and work-
site privileges, following his pleas
of no contest to two counts of
child abuse, third degree, May 5
in Vassar Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 36
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $826.

*Joseph A. Babcock, 24, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
domestic violence – aggravated
assault Oct. 8 in Caro, and to
breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny
Aug. 12 in Indianfields Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).
Pre-sentence investigations were

ordered in the cases and bond was
continued at a combined $8,000.

Sentencing is to be scheduled.
*Aaron R. Loesel, 30, Caro, re-

ceived a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of guilty
to illegal use of a financial trans-
action device between July 24 and
Sept. 3, 2018, in Caro.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $258 plus restitution
of $606.50.

*Jose E. Nazario II, 20, Cass
City, received a one-year delayed
sentence following his plea of no
contest to domestic violence, third
offense, May 10 in Elmwood
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $358.
*Cheyenne S. West, 20, Caro, re-

ceived a one-year delayed sen-
tence following her plea of guilty
to committing perjury during a
court proceeding April 15 in Caro.

The defendant was ordered to
pay costs and fines totaling $258.

*Justin W. Hetzel, 28, Milling-
ton, was sentenced to 93 days in
jail, with worksite privileges, fol-
lowing his pleas of guilty to as-
sault with intent to commit harm
less than murder, attempted inter-
fering with electronic communi-
cations, and two counts of
attempted domestic violence July
29 in Arbela Township.

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,458.
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Marlette motorist injured in accident
Sanilac County Sheriff’s

deputies say a Marlette motorist
suffered injuries in a two-vehicle
traffic crash early last week.

The accident was reported at
about 7:30 a.m. Monday on South
Van Dyke Road, near Cooper
Road, in Marlette Township.

The investigation determined a
2007 Buick Rendezvous operated

by a 37-year-old female from
Marlette was traveling north-
bound on South Van Dyke Road
when the driver lost control due to
slush on the roadway and crossed
over the centerline. The vehicle
then struck a 2014 Dodge Ram
pickup, operated by a 27-year-old
female from Caro, that was trav-
eling southbound.

Deputies said the Marlette

woman was transported by Mar-
lette EMS to Marlette Regional
Hospital, where she was treated
for injuries.

The names of the drivers were
not released.
Both the Marlette Police Depart-

ment and Marlette Fire Depart-
ment assisted deputies at the
scene, according to reports.

Jodi Fetting

Tuscola County Clerk Fetting
to seek another term in office

Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fet-
ting last week announced she has
filed to seek re-election as the
county’s clerk.
“I am honored to have served the

residents of Tuscola County. I
have worked hard to increase effi-
ciencies in the office and look for-
ward to continuing to work hard,”
she said.
Fetting was first elected to the of-

fice in 2012, filling a vacancy left
by the retirement of then-Clerk
Margie White following 20 years
of service to county citizens.

Fetting has served in the clerk’s
office for about 12 years. She was
promoted to chief deputy clerk
two years before seeking her first
four-year term as county clerk.

The clerk’s office covers a wide
range of duties and responsibili-

ties. The clerk is responsible for
issuing and maintaining records of
concealed pistol licenses, and is-
suing and maintaining birth
records, marriage licenses, death
records, assumed names, co-part-
nerships, veteran’s discharges, no-
tary bonds and filings for circuit
court and family court.
The clerk administers all election

functions required by law, in addi-
tion to tabulating ballots and train-
ing all election inspectors within
the county.

The clerk also serves as the
chairperson of the elections sched-
uling committee, clerk of the
board of canvassers, member of
the jury board, member of the plat
board, member of the building au-
thority, clerk of circuit court, elec-
tions commission and the clerk of

the county board of commission-
ers.

Redhawk Review

Some good advice
for local seniors

by
Taryn Pisarek

Well, it’s officially the last stretch for the senior class. We have entered
our final semester as students at Cass City High School.
This is both an exciting and scary time for most of the class. We have

done some extensive planning for our futures, from college choices to
scholarship applications to finding future employment opportunities.

While all of these choices mean that we are approaching the end of
our high school career, it isn’t over yet.

The end seems so close now, but still so far away. We still have one
semester to get through, which will probably be the most memory-
packed one yet. We have so many things to look forward to, including
spring break, our senior trips, prom and the biggest event — gradua-
tion!

This next semester is going to fly by for us and, before we know it,
we’ll be closing this chapter and opening the next. I know that we still
have some time left, but I want to share a quote from English teacher
Mrs. Graff. I asked her some weeks ago for advice for the seniors when
we embark on our new journeys in a few short months, and she gave
me this:

“To the class of 2020: first let me say that the best laid plans can go
awry. Always try and plan for your future but know that sometimes life
has a sense of humor for all of us. Set lofty goals and aim high, but if
and when life throws that curveball at you, don’t allow yourself to sit
on the sidelines too long. Readjust your sights, and go after your goal
again even if it means adjusting your goal.
“If something is truly your dream, never let anyone steal it from you.

Never let negative comments tear you down. Getting where you want
in life is going to take hard work — don’t be afraid of it. Believe in
yourself, set goals, and aspire to achieve them. Go out there and make
your Red Hawk family proud!”
I think this is the perfect advice to keep in mind as we take on this last

semester and work towards our goals.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Of flying Ubers

and TP delivery

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2015)

Schneeberger’s choice for this
week’s “Athlete of the Week”
award winner is Victoria Math-
ewson.  The Cass City gymnast
enjoyed a banner week leading
the Lady Red Hawks to a 14th
place finish at the Jeanne Caruss
Invitational Saturday at the Lake-
land High School.  “We beat Vas-
sar,” said a delighted Coach
Kathy Bouverette noting Math-
ewson was a key performer over
the weekend.  Mathewson fin-
ished 23rd in the all around with
a score of 30.100. She placed
third on the bars with a mark of
6.9, third on the beam with a tally
of 7.6 and 4th on the floor with a
total of 7.050 at the mega school
event.  Earlier in the week, Math-
ewson place third in the all
around during a dual meet in Vas-
sar. She earned regional qualify-
ing scores in the vault (8.20) and
floor exercise (8.25).

10 YEARS AGO (2010)

Conner Michael Arthur an-
nounces the birth of his baby
brother, Evan Thomas Arthur.
Evan was born Jan. 6, 2010 at
8:28 a.m. He weighed 8 pounds,
12 ounces and was 20 1/2 inches
long. His parents are Michael
Arthur and Brandy Rabideau,
both of Cass City. Grandparents
are John and Patricia Arthur, and
Glenn and Shelly Guilds, all of
Cass City.

Northwood University senior
Heather L. Briolat of Ubly has
been named to the school’s pres-
ident’s list for the fall 2009 term.
To achieve president’s list recog-
nition, a student must earn a min-
imum 3.85 grade point average
on a scale of 4.0.

RED HAWK ROYALTY. Kee-
gan Hagen and Elise Nicol, left,
highlighted Friday’s halftime cer-
emonies of the boys’ varsity bas-
ketball game when the seniors
were named Cass City’s 2010
Snowcoming king and queen.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)

George and Betty Pattulo along
with 5 others are gearing up for
an annual snowmobile trek next
month that will cover an esti-
mated 2,000 miles. Proceeds
from the fund raiser will go for
repairs to the historic octagon
barn in northern Tuscola County.
Saginaw Valley State University

has released the names of honor
students for the fall term. On the
president’s list: Sally J. Barnes,
Michelle T. Bootz, Angela M.
Dillon and Heather M. Hammett,
all of Cass City; Susan M. Pe-
ruski, Diane L. Walsh and
Jacqueline S. Weber, all of Ubly,
and Brian M, Wright, Decker. On
the dean’s list: Mike L. Czewski
and Tracy J. Sweeney, both of
Ubly.

Shane Kady, Notter Road,
Gagetown, has been selected stu-
dent of the month for January at
Owen-Gage High School. He is a
member of the 3.0 Club, the
Business Professionals ofAmer-
ica Club and the Trip Club. He
participated in track and basket-
ball, was a member of the home-
coming court as a sophomore and
senior and of the snowball court
this year. He is a member of the
student council. The son of
Ronald and JoAnn Kady, he plans
to attend Delta College after
graduation.

OWEN-GAGE Senior Angie
Wildman was recently awarded
this plaque recognizing her as a
regional Wendy’s High School
Heisman Award winner. Angie
Wildman, 17, daughter of Jerry
and Diane Wildman

35 YEARS AGO (1985)  

TWIN SISTERS Ina Hool and
Iva Profit celebrated their 80th
birthday Saturday. The two re-
tired school teachers have a com-
bined total of more than 70 years
of teaching experience.
TAKING OVER for the Hawks

this season is sophomore Dave

thony S. Pease, Rodney L.
Kramer, Michael L. McTaggart,
John S. Rozinski Jr., James O.
Leonard, and Thomas J. Willert.

Miss Sally Geiger was Cass
City’s only entry in the TriCounty
Band concert, held in Mayville
Sunday afternoon. Miss Geiger, a
senior, played first part clarinet,
second chair. Students in the hon-
ors band were selected by audi-
tions. A rehearsal was held
Saturday afternoon. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ron
Geiger of Cass City.

75 YEARS AGO (1945)  

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hartwick
have received a letter from their
son, Cpl. Leland Hartwick, in
Belgium, dated Jan. 1, which ar-
rived here Jan. 15. He had just re-
ceived his Christmas package
from his mother. Her return ad-
dress was found in a sack of
packages and he was able after
considerable searching to identify
his own package because his
mother had wrapped some of the
package in the Cass City Chroni-
cle bearing the Hartwick name
label. The package had been
soaked in transit and the eatables
were spoiled but shaving cream,
shoe polish and some articles
were usable.

Marine Sergeant Roy Martin,
23, son of Claude Martin of
Gagetown, has returned to the
Marine Corps Air Depot at Mira-
mar, California, from the Pacific
where he j was a ground crew-
man with a Fourth Marine Air
Wing squadron. He was stationed
at Hawaii, Samoa, New Hebrides
and Guam. Sergeant Martin said
he was under fire while flying
from Guadalcanal j to the Russell
Islands. After reaching the Rus-
sell Islands, he underwent several
night raids, but escaped injury.
Sergeant Martin was graduated
from Owendale high school in
1939, where he was a baseball,
football and basketball letterman.
Before enlisting in November,
1942, he worked with his father
on a farm. He was promoted to
his present rank in September,
1944.

Pfc. Howard D. Moore, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Moore, Cass
City, is assigned to the 2nd AAF
flying field at Ardmore, Okla.,
where he is completing final
phase training as gunner of a
heavy bombardment unit. Moore
entered the service Feb. 1, 1943,
and received Army Air Force
gunnery training at Las Vegas
Army Air Field, Las Vegas, Ne-
vada

100 YEARS AGO (1920)

Clifton Holler celebrated his
eighth 7 birth anniversary
wednesday afternoon. Twenty-
four of his playmates together
with their teachers, Mrs. P. E.
Fleming and Miss Hazel Hickey,
were his guests at the Pastime
Theater matinee after which the
company & were entertained at
the Holler home. It is hardly nec-
essary to add that when two
dozen youngsters are assembled
at a party there is lots of fun.
Brick ice cream and cake were
served.

Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Frutchey and
daughter, Irene, Mr. and Mrs.
Earl Smith and Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Atwell started from De-
troit Saturday by rail with the ex-
pectation of reaching Cass City
that night. Snowbanks, a dead en-
gine and a “stuck” train interfered
somewhat with the schedule and
the party spent the night admiring
the rustic scenery between Dry-
den and Imlay City. Sunday
morning passengers were trans-
ferred to the latter place in a
farmer’s sleigh and that night
again boarded the Polly Ann for
the north. They arrived here in the
early hours of Monday. Mr. and
Mrs. Atwell caught cold and were
threatened with pneumonia early
in the Week. They were reported
better yesterday.

Miller. Miller improved tremen-
dously over the summer, Coach
Ron Nurnberger said. Miller was
a sixth man on the junior varsity
as a freshman. Since the injury to
Kurt Bliss, he has been the
Hawks’ leading scorer in each
game.

Padgett Randall, who starred at
Cass City High School, has seen
action in 10 of Saginaw Valley
State College Cardinals’ first 11
basketball games. The Cardinals,
undefeated in the first 11 games
of the season, have averaged 84.7
points while holding opponents
to 55.2 points. Randall is shoot-
ing 41.7 percent from the field.

Army Pfc. Scott Fisher, son of
Arthur and Jean Fisher of Cass
City, has arrived for duty in
Kaiserslautern, West Germany.
His wife, the former Debbie Za-
wilinski and son Scott, 4, will
join him in Germany.

40 YEARS AGO (1980) 

Paul Brown, Coach Biefer says,
has developed into a first rate
wrestler. He won his weight class
by winning 3 matches. His record
is now 10-2-1, Phil Harmer fin-
ished second. He was defeated by
a good wrestler, Pat Parlberg,
from Birch Run. Harmer’s record
is 6-3. He is a dependable, hard
working wrestler, according to
his coach. Another Hawk doing a
fine job, Biefer says, is Mark
Dolecki. He finished third, win-
ning three and losing one. A year
makes a big difference. Last year
Dolecki was 1-10 and this year he
is 10-4.
Mr. and Mrs. William Robinson

and daughter Melissa and Mr. and
Mrs. Mike Mattox and son
Matthew, of Iowa, spent the week
end with Mr. and Mrs. William
Patch. They attended the Patches’
60th wedding anniversary party.
Cass City native Shirley S. Hen-

drick has been appointed aca-
demic coordinator of continuing
education at the Pennsylvania
State University College of Busi-
ness Administration. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lee
Smith of Third Street. She has
been an instructor in management
science and organizational behav-
ior at Penn State and also served
as administrative aide in the Di-
vision of Biological Health at the
university.

50 YEARS AGO (1970)  

Mr. and Mrs. Willis Campbell
will celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary Wednesday, Jan. 28,
at Vero Beach, Fla., where the
Campbells are spending the win-
ter months. The couple were mar-
ried at Alpena Jan. 28, 1920, and
moved to Cass City in 1921.
They have a daughter, Mrs. Bruce
Jones of Lansing, and one grand-
son, Steven.

Born Jan. 20 to Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth Mathews of Deford, in
Hills and Dales Hospital, a nine
pound daughter, Tonia Marie.
Mrs. Mathews and baby went
home from the hospital Friday.
The baby is their second daugh-
ter. She joins Carolyn Sue at
home.

Two area girls were among the
senior students selected as win-
ners of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR)
good citizenship award and were
feted at a tea in Bay City Satur-
day. Miss Margie Clarke, Cass
City, represented Cass City High
School and Mary Schnepp,
Owen-Gage High School. Miss
Clarke is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Lyle Clarke and Miss
Schnepp the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Alfred Schnepp of Owen-
dale. The tea was held at the
home of Mrs. Guy Moulthrop of
Bay City and sponsored by the
Anne Frisby Fitzhugh Chapter of
the DAR. 
John J. Krug and Amasa Anthes

III, both of Cass City, were
among 11 county men who were
inducted in the army last week
through the Tuscola County Se-
lective Service Board at Caro.
Others, were: John Lawry, James
R. D. Stacer, John Graubner, An-

I’m not really a technology nut. In fact, I tend to resist jumping on the latest
gadget bandwagon at just about every turn (I was dragged kicking and screaming
into learning the computer program that enabled me to design pages of this news-
paper on a computer).

Still, an Associated Press story on the technologies showcased at the annual
Consumer Electronics Show (CES) gadget show in Las Vegas caught my eye.
Among this year’s highlights? Uber and Hyundai are teaming up to build a fleet

of flying taxis.
According to the story, Uber, the ride-hailing giant, said its four-passenger “Uber

Air Taxi” will initially be piloted, but over time will become autonomous. Uber
says it wants to conduct flight demonstrations in 2020 and make such vehicles
commercially available in 2023.
The goal is to help riders breeze over traffic in shared air taxis between suburbs

and cities and eventually within cities. Uber plans to launch the aircraft in Dallas,
Los Angeles and Melbourne, Australia. The air taxis, which look like a cross be-
tween a helicopter and a small airplane, will be all-electric.
These air taxis are designed to take off vertically and cruise at speeds up to 200

miles and travel a distance of up to 60 miles at a time.
Now onto a really important advance in technology; a machine that will be there

when you find yourself stranded on the toilet with an empty toilet paper roll.
According to the story, Charmin’s solution is a two-wheeled robot that can fetch

a fresh roll. The robot, around 6-inches tall, has the face of a bear — like the car-
toon ones in Charmin’s commercials — and toilet paper sitting on top.
But don’t expect it to roll to your bathroom anytime soon. Procter and Gamble,

the company that owns Charmin, said the robot won’t be for sale and was just an
example of what’s possible.

Now if they could just invent a machine that installs that roll of toilet paper
properly, as in so it hangs over – not under – the roll.
Other tech wonders unveiled at this year’s show included new sensors that prom-

ise to stop water leaks before they ruin your home.
The story report that monitors from Alarm.com and Flo Technologies connect

to homes’ water lines and track usage. If the systems sense more water than usual
is flowing through the pipes, they send an alert through their apps — after all, it
could just be a long shower. But if something really seems off kilter, the monitors
will automatically shut off water.

Flo used CES to launch its newest sensor, a raindrop-shaped device that looks
like a smoke alarm and can detect any water or moisture when attached to toilets,
washers or other leak-prone areas. Each detector costs $50.

Finally, some companies are pitching ways to keep an eye on the elderly from
afar.

The efforts come as the U.S. government expects adults over 65 to outnumber
children for the first time by 2034.

One firm is offering sensors that track the elderly through motion detection,
though the product can also tell if someone has showered by measuring humidity.
Another company has a wrist-worn device that can detect falls and alert care-
givers. It also tracks how much the person has moved around and what rooms
they’re spending most of their time in.

Tracking isn’t cheap. One device, for instance, costs $450 plus a $70 monthly
fee.
I get the reasons behind this sort of technology, but I’m not all that comfortable

with the idea of being tracked, you know? I’d much rather have the kids stop by
for a visit.

Who knows? Maybe, while they’re here, I’ll ask them to make sure the bath-
rooms are well stocked with TP.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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DEFORD DAZZLERS 4-H Rocketry Team members prepare for the Battle of

the Rockets Competition under the watchful eyes of veteran mentors Mark

Hansen (third from left) and Patricia Hansen (far right).

Dazzlers 4-H Rocketry Team gearing up for latest challenge

first appearance in the Battle of
the Rockets competition in
Culpeper, Va. And there’s still
much work to do before they put
their effort, skills and knowledge
to the test.

“If everything goes well, they’ll
be in Culpeper April 17, 18, 19
and 20 for the competition, which
is comprised of high school, 4-H
(and) scout teams as well as about
30 university teams who make the
cut,” said Patricia Hansen, who
along with her husband, Mark,
founded the Deford Dazzlers 4-H
STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering and math) Club – back in
2019-10. The model rocket team
is composed of members selected
from the STEM club membership.
The students are in the process of

building a rocket measuring 109
inches – A little over nine feet —
in height and 7.65 inches in diam-
eter that will house a team-de-
signed and constructed robotic
Mars Rover that must deploy from
the rocket prior to touch down,
and then execute a series of com-
mands, Patricia explained.

Continued from page one. “There will be a secondary ejec-
tion charge that will separate the
nose cone with its chute which
will pull the rover out of the pay-
load tube. If the chutes do not tan-
gle, then the rover and nose cone
will land separate of the rocket,”
she added. “The first command
will release the parachute so the
rover can then drive away from
the recovery harness.”

When launched, the rocket,
weighing in at about 24 pounds
with its engine, is expected to
reach a height of 1,300 feet before
the main chute deploys, according
to Mark Hansen, who said the
rocket will reach a speed equal to
about one-third of Mach, or
roughly 254 miles per hour. He es-
timated that by the time the rocket
clears the 12-foot launch
stand/pad during take-off, it will
have already attained a speed of
55 miles per hour.
Mark said the rocket’s secondary

charged will fire at an altitude of
250 feet, releasing the land rover,
which will drift down under its
own parachute. After landing, it
must shed its parachute harness
and travel exactly 36 inches. Both

of those actions will be pre-pro-
grammed by the students, who
will then manually control the ve-
hicle as it takes a photo and col-
lects a soil sample.
In order to qualify for the upcom-

ing competition, student teams
must submit acceptable prelimi-
nary design and critical design re-
views, build and launch a
scaled-down prototype of their
competition rocket, and then suc-
cessfully test launch the rocket
they plan to use in competition.

Each step requires complex cal-
culations, and success rests
squarely on the kids’ shoulders,
according to Patricia. “We teach
them the engineering principles,
but they have to do the work,” she
said.

This year’s team members are:
Teresa Tomasino, 17, of Caro -
team captain ; Sam Gordon, 16,
Snover - co-captain; Mia Wright,
16, Cass City - safety officer; Kian
Hoppe, 13, Cass City - rover/ro-
botics specialist; Jannaeya
Thomas, 15, Cass City - vehicle
specialist; and Ethan Thane, 16,
Caro - propulsion specialist.

Impressive resume

The upcoming competition offers
a variety of challenges. That’s
nothing new for the Deford Daz-
zlers, which in the span of a
decade has made a name for itself
in national model rocket competi-
tions.
The Hansens actually established

the model rocket team in 2010-11,
a year after forming the Deford 4-
H STEM club. The couple se-
lected the club’s oldest members
who met age and grade require-
ments, and the team made its first
attempt to qualify for the TARC
National Finals, which are held
annually in The Plains, Va. Unfor-
tunately, they failed to qualify
among the top 100 teams vying
for a spot.

However, the team qualified the
next year, coming home with a
10th-place finish and receiving an
invitation to serve as special
speakers at a 4-H STEM confer-
ence at Michigan State University.

The Dazzlers went on to qualify
for the TARC National Finals in
each of the next four years, finish-
ing in 14th place in 2013, and in
38th and 36th place in 2014 and
2015, respectively. The team also
finished in third place in the
TARC Engineering Presentation
Competition in 2014 before win-
ning the same competition out-
right in 2015.
A year later, the Deford Dazzlers

was named one of the best student
model rocket teams in the country
following its impressive second-
place finish at the TARC National
Finals, which also qualified the
team for a coveted spot in the
2016-17 NASA Student Launch
event.

“The team took a year off from
TARC for ‘student launch’ and
successfully completed the eight-
month engineering program,”
Hansen noted. “Students spent
nearly a week in Huntsville, Ala.,
for aerospace education, science
fair, touring RedStone Arsenal
Base and Marshall Space Flight
Center, and participating in the
launch event.”

The Dazzlers were the only
Michigan team from Michigan
chosen to take part in the 2017
NASA Student Launch, which of-
fers middle school to college-aged
students a chance to design, build
and launch high-powered,
reusable rockets to one-mile-
above ground level. Interested
teams are required to submit a
proposal for comprehensive re-
view by NASA subject matter ex-
perts. Teams are then chosen to
participate based on detailed out-
lines of their rockets, its recovery
systems, payloads, safety and ed-

ucational engagement plans.
In 2018, the Dazzlers returned

home from the TARC National Fi-
nals without a top-25 finish, but
the Tuscola County youths did
their hometown proud just the
same. The team claimed first
place in the 2018 TARC Presenta-
tion Contest, and Mark Hansen
was honored as the Outstanding
Mentor of the Year.

The team also competed but did
not qualify for the TARC national
event in 2019.

“It was a bad, bad year for
Michigan weather. They missed
the cut off by less than one
point…which meant they did not
get an invite to TARC Finals,”
Hansen recalled. “I think we froze
and then froze some more trying
to get practice launches in. And
this close to the lake, due to polar
wind vortexes coming over the
bay, they encountered swirling
winds.
“(But) they learned a lot, and de-

cided to try another high-powered
competition because the large
rockets, and heavily powered mo-
tors compensate for local weather
much better. They have also
wanted to get some experience
with more complicated payloads
and complex robotics, so Battle of
the Rockets seemed like a great
idea for this year.”

In addition, the year brought a
big achievement for team mem-
bers Teresa Tomasino and Jan-
naeya Thomas, who both earn
their National Association of
Rocketry (NAR) Junior Level I
High Power Rocketry licenses. 

Aside from mentoring the 4-H
club, the Hansens have worked
with students in other capacities in
an effort to have a positive impact
on others.

The couple taught an introduc-
tion to engineering class for 4-
Hers at Deford Community
Church in 2017-18.

“(We) spent 34 weeks working
on projects in civil, environmen-
tal, chemical, mechanical, aero-
nautical and electrical
engineering. The capstone project
for the class was to design and
manufacture a patient bed-call
button system for a hospital over-
seas that had no such system for
their patients,” said Hansen, who
noted the project was sponsored
by the Deford Community Church
and Caro United Methodist
Church.

“They successfully completed
the project, and Mark took it to the
hospital and implemented it,” she
added. “Unfortunately, due to se-
curity concerns, I cannot give a lo-
cation except to say somewhere in
Africa.”

SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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News briefs

Winter Fest 2020 coming soon
CARO — With the Caro Winter Fest only a few weeks away, snowmo-
bile enthusiasts are hoping for winter weather.

The festival that features professional snowmobile racing and winter
fun is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 8 and 9, at the Tuscola
County Fairgrounds in Caro.
The first Caro Winter Fest was established in 2009 to offer a weekend

of family fun, winter activities, and professional snowmobile racing.
But over the years, the event has been cancelled from time to time be-
cause the weather wasn’t cold enough to make ice.
Among the activities planned this year are snowmobile hot-lap quali-

fying, sprint heats and mini endures; chainsaw carving competition; a
silent auction; live entertainment; a beer and wine in an ice bar; and
food and fun in the warming tents.
Racing events take center stage Sunday, with the competition overseen

and judged by the Midwest International Racing Association.
More information about the festival is available by calling (810) 569-

6856 or visiting the website www.carowintertest.com.

Scholarship deadlines coming up
HURON COUNTY — The Huron County 4-H Council Scholarship and
the Anthony L. Rapes Memorial/Huron County Dairy Promotions
Scholarship applications are now available.
The deadline for both applications is Monday, March 16, by 4:30 p.m.

Applications can be mailed or dropped off to the MSU Extension Office
in Huron County, or emailed to verelle7@msu.edu. Late entries will
not be accepted.
More information is available by calling the MSU Extension office at

(989) 269-9949.
In addition, applications for the Huron County Small Livestock Asso-

ciation (SLA) scholarship are available by contacting Darcy at (989)
550-3177 or Melissa at (810) 614-2999.
To be eligible, a student must:
*Be a graduating high school senior continuing their education at any

college or trade school.
*Have exhibited at the Huron Community Fair through the small live-

stock program for a minimum of two years
*Submit a signed scholarship application along with a letter of refer-

ence.
The deadline to apply is Monday, June 1. One scholarship in the

amount of $500 will be awarded, with the recipient’s name announced
during the small livestock auction at the Huron Community Fair.

Daley posts spotless vote record
LANSING — The Michigan Senate recorded 370 roll call votes in
2019, and Sen. Kevin Daley was in attendance to cast a vote on every
one of them.

“I am honored that the people across the 31st Senate District placed
their trust in me to represent their voice in the state Capitol,” said Daley
(R-Lum), whose constituents include residents in Tuscola County.
“Nothing gets done if you don’t show up to work. I take this responsi-
bility seriously and was sure to be present for each vote.”
“It was a difficult year, especially for our district. We faced some tough

hurdles along the way, but I was sure to be in Lansing fighting to lower
auto insurance rates and keep the Caro Center where it belongs, while
also working to stop the governor’s proposed tax increases,” Daley said.
“Millions of people across the state are expected to be at work every
day and we as elected officials are expected to do the same.”
Another Thumb legislator, state Rep. Phil Green (R-Millington), also

boasted a perfect record by not missing any of the 401 roll call votes
last year. Green represents the 84th District, comprised of Tuscola and
Huron counties.

Green ooze has Sanilac County
officials, lawmakers concerned

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Green liquid ooze originating
from a former electro-plating
business discovered along I-696
late last year is also causing con-
cerns among residents and offi-
cials in Sanilac County’s Marion
Township.

The ooze was traced back to an
electro-plating services site in
Madison Heights. The site gained
national attention when chemi-
cals, including hexavalent
chromium, seeped out of a retain-
ing wall along the freeway and
were discovered Dec. 20.

State officials determined the
green ooze came from a building
owned by Gary Sayers, who also
owns property in Sanilac County
and in Detroit.

State and local health officials
conducted a visual inspection of
Sayers’ property in Sanilac
County, according to reports,
which indicate officials observed
barrels on the property, heighten-
ing their concerns.

After learning of the situation,
83rd District state Rep. Shane
Hernandez demanded better com-
munication and collaboration
when the state responds to envi-
ronmental contamination threats.
Hernandez, a Port Huron resident

and chairman of the Michigan
House Appropriations Committee,
will be part of a committee hear-
ing to review how the state re-
sponded and communicated with
local governments and legislators
related to Electro-Plating Services
in Madison Heights and owner-
ship-related properties in Sanilac
County and Detroit.

“This is an issue of great impor-
tance to the state of Michigan, the
health and safety of its people, and
the future of our Great Lakes,”
Hernandez said. “We must take a
deep look at past and present ex-
periences to learn from them and
make changes for the better mov-
ing forward. It’s part of our job as
the committee that oversees the
tax dollars of Michigan’s hard-
working residents.

The contamination incident
along I-696 was found to include
not only hexavalent chromium,
but also PFAS and other toxins
that originated from the former
electro-plating services site,
which has a history of compliance
violations dating back to the
1990s.
The site was the subject of a $1.5

million cleanup through the fed-
eral Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in 2017. A 2019 as-
sessment concluded there was a
low risk for the site’s contami-
nated soil and water to move off-

site.
The latest investigation led state

authorities to address concerns
over other property affiliated with
the same owner, Gary Sayers, in-
cluding land in Sanilac County
and Detroit.
Sanilac County officials, includ-

ing Emergency Management Co-
ordinator Todd Hillman, Drain
Commissioner Greg Alexander,
and Marion Township Supervisor
Kurt Shubel testified at a hearing,
as did several officials from Madi-
son Heights and Oakland County
along with Liesl Clark, director of
the Michigan Department of En-
vironment, Great Lakes and En-
ergy (EGLE).

“We want to make sure the state
is aggressive when we know there
is a serial contaminator like Gary
Sayers involved. These types of
cases should be prioritized,” Her-
nandez said. “There are frustra-
tions from local officials about
how they found out about these
situations, and I share these frus-
trations.
“This hearing is a good first step

in what will be an ongoing con-
versation about how we invest in
and communicate about environ-
mental cleanup as a state. This is
not about pointing fingers. This is

about finding solutions.”
“I am outraged by this situation.

First we hear about the green ooze
on I-696, and now we see this
alarming situation in Sanilac
County,” Hernandez continued.
“We spend hundreds of millions
of dollars cleaning up the environ-
ment and protecting health. Citi-
zens demand that their tax dollars
are spent effectively to protect
public health, and they expect the
state to respond quickly and effec-
tively any time public health may
be jeopardized. It is my intent to
ensure accountability so that hap-
pens.”

State Rep. Phil Green (R-
Millington), who represents citi-
zens in Tuscola and Huron
counties, also voiced concerned
regarding the contamination issue.

“We held an important commit-
tee hearing related to the ‘green
ooze’ contamination…(and)we
are discussing how state depart-
ments can better work with local
communities to keep them up-
dated and involved any time a sit-
uation like this arises,” said
Green.

“We remain committed to pro-
viding a clean, healthy environ-
ment for our children and our
children’s children.”

February 1st 2020

Cass City V F W Hall

Farm Bill meetings scheduled
THUMB — The Michigan State University (MSU) Extension is part-
nering with Local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to offer Farm
Bill meetings across Michigan.

The session include one from 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 23, at the
Huron County Farm Bureau building in Bad Axe, and another from 6
to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 23, at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.

Guest speakers will include MSU Extension specialist Jim Hilker as
well as educators and local FSA staff. They will address highlights of
the Farm Bill and offer assessments of today’s market compared to five
years ago.

Registration is requested and be completed online at
https://events.anr.msu.edu/farmbill/.

Clothing donations requested
CASS CITY — The Cass City School District is requesting donations
of gently used semi-formal and formal attire. The clothing can be
dropped off at the junior-senior high school office.
The district has a clothing closet, and officials request different types

of donations throughout the year, depending on need. Previous requests
have asked for other gently used clothing items and cold weather gear.

Village meet now rescheduled
CASS CITY — The Cass City Village Council’s budget and finance
meeting previously scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 23, has been resched-
uled.

The budget and finance meeting will now be at 6 p.m. Monday, Jan.
27, following by the village council’s regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m.

Village trustee gets job done
OWENDALE - In a small town like Owendale, leaders have to step up
from time to time to help with a variety of duties.
Such was the case recently for village Trustee Steve Story, who stepped

in to do some street and sidewalk plowing because DPW Supervisor
Steve Sweatland was away during a snowstorm. For his efforts, his fel-
low council members agreed to pay him $15 per hour for the two hours
he worked.

In other matters, village Clerk Randy Howard reported he is looking
into a special assessment for police protection, as well as millage rates.
And, Sweatland reported the Michigan Rural Water Association con-
ducts free water and sewer assessments, and one will be done in the vil-
lage this spring.

Income tax help is available
CASS CITY — Frankenmuth Credit Union is offering a free Income
tax assistance program for Tuscola County residents.

Cass City area residents with a 2019 income of $55,000 or less can
have their taxes prepared and filed for free at the Cass City Branch of
the Frankenmuth Credit Union, 6358 Main St. Appointments to meet
are available Feb. 19 and March 4.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Happy birthday, baby!

BROOKE AND Tyler Erla, Cass City, recently welcomed the first baby

of the new year in the Chronicle’s coverage area. The couple welcomed

a baby daughter, Laiken Jean Erla, Jan. 7 at 1:57 p.m. at McLaren

Thumb Region Hospital in Bad Axe. Laiken, who weighed six pounds

and 13 ounces and measured 20 inches in length, joins two siblings;

Braylin, four, and Oakley, two. As the first baby of the new year, Laiken

and her family will be showered with gifts donated by local merchants.

THE BEST CHOICE IN 
WOMEN’S HEALTH

McLaren Thumb Region OB/GYN providers are available to 
care for your obstetric and gynecologic health needs. Our 

office offers services in all aspects of a women’s health and 
offer a full range of obstetrics and gynecological services such 

as contraceptive counseling, pregnancy care, menopause 
management and surgical procedures.

KURT AURAND, DO JASON McMASTER, MD ANGEL, MESSING, NP

For more information or to schedule your appointment, please 
call (989) 269-6990 or visit mclaren.org/thumbregion.

1060 S. VanDyke Rd., Suite 700
Bad Axe

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Caro lands funding to
spruce up downtown
State Senator Kevin Daley on Friday applauded a Michigan Strategic

Fund (MSF) announcement approving a $57,281 Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) that will assist the city of Caro in making
improvements to the city’s downtown area.

“This is great news for the community,” said Daley (R-Lum), whose
31st District includes Tuscola County. “This funding will help revitalize
the downtown area and make Caro a more enjoyable place to live, work
and visit. I appreciate the MSF’s continued support of Michigan’s rural
communities.”

Caro has received $57,281 in Community Development Block Grant
funds for the Caro Facades Project and an additional $17,000 for a
CDBG certified grant administrator to assist with the project.
The update is set to include the renovation of two storefronts in down-

town. The facade restoration project is expected to be a catalyst for other
projects and investment in downtown Caro. The project is also expected
to have a substantial impact along North State Street.
“This money will help support local businesses and continue the eco-

nomic growth occurring in downtown Caro,” Daley said. “I applaud the
city for working closely with state officials and ensuring they had every-
thing lined up to get this done.”

The MSF, in cooperation with the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation (MEDC), administers the economic and community devel-
opment portions of the CDBG program. The CDBG program is a fed-
eral grant program utilizing funds received from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Kingston group hoping
to bury another capsule

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Plans for a new time capsule for the village of Kingston are being de-
veloped.
Richard Peter, a member of the Kingston Historical Society, presented

the idea of a time capsule — to be opened in the year 2100 — during a
presentation to the village council.

Peter brought in a concept design of the marker for the time capsule.
He would like to be able to place the capsule in the park near the depot.
The vault would be large enough to store letters, coins, etc., explained
Peter, who sought the council’s permission to continue working on the
project.
Based on Peter’s presentation of the time capsule proposal, the council

approved the historical society’s request.
This time a lot of study and thought is going into the selection of a

time capsule that will stand the test of time.
A time capsule from 1930 was found when the oldest part of what is

now Kingston School District’s Elementary School was being razed in
2018.

At the time, its discovery created a lot of excitement because only a
few people remembered that a time capsule might have been placed in
the school’s cornerstone 88 years before. As that excitement built —
for its discovery and recovery of the capsule, an opening ceremony was
showcased during the 2018 Kingston Days festival.

However, the time capsule didn’t hold up very well, so most of the
contents inside were compromised.
Some of the items inside appeared to have been photographs, but they

had deteriorated to crumbles. It was speculated that the kind of chemi-
cals used back in the day to develop photographs had bled through and
ate away the paper.
An Aug. 29, 1930, copy of the former Kingston Enterprise newspaper

was the only item inside the old capsule that had survived.

Rawson Library gearing
up for “quilt month” fun

Rawson Memorial District Library in Cass City will present its
Threads across the Thumb VIII event in February, featuring an entire
month of activities and displays devoted to quilting.

“The library will be draped in beautiful quilts created by local quil-
ters,” said Pam Wright, circulation and Michigan eLibrary (MeL) serv-
ices librarian, who added area residents who have a quilt they would
like to display are invited to bring their quilt to the library Tuesday, Jan.
28, or Wednesday, Jan. 29.
“Quilts of any size as well as quilted items such as table runners, cloth-

ing, and tote bags are welcome,” Wright said, adding participants are
asked to not bring in items that have been on display at the library dur-
ing previous quilt shows.

Expert quilter Linda Guza will be hosting a quilting class to make a
chicken table runner/small quilt Saturday, Feb. 8, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The cost is $15 and includes soup and sandwich lunch. The event is
limited to 12 students, so anyone interested is encourage to sign up as
soon as possible at the library and pick up a supply list.

“A quilter’s tea is slated for Saturday, Feb. 22 (from) noon to 2 p.m.
at the Cass City United Methodist Church, Wright said. “Quilts will be
displayed, a delicious luncheon served, and a program given. You don’t
have to be a quilter to enjoy this event.”
The luncheon will be served promptly at noon, and the cost is $15 per

person — tickets may be purchased at the library (no tickets at the door).
In addition, Threads Across the Thumb VIII will feature a pincushion

challenge.
“In this challenge we are asking you to get your creative juices flowing

and create a pincushion masterpiece to be displayed at the library during
quilt month,” Wright explained. She noted the entry deadline is Wednes-
day, Jan. 29, and each participant may submit up to three 3 entries.
Prizes to be awarded are: first place, $25 Nick‘s Country Oven gift cer-
tificate; second place: $15 Petal N’ Bean gift certificate; and third place:
$10 Sugarhouse gift certificate.
More information is available by calling the library at (989) 872-2856.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Save a life!

by Senator
Kevin Daley

The medical community is constantly evolving and is responsible for
new breakthroughs that can improve an individual’s quality of life and
save even more lives. Advancements in medical technology are allow-
ing us to do more with less and perform operations with increased levels
of accuracy and success rates.

A large part of this is because of the volunteers who selflessly give
back in order to help others.
Many who know me are aware of my passionate advocacy for the Do-

nate Life campaign to encourage organ donations, but one of the other
most important ways people can help is by donating blood.

Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs a blood transfusion, a
lifesaving measure that impacts millions of people. Donated blood helps
people who have lost blood in an accident or who have an illness such
as cancer, anemia, sickle cell disease or hemophilia.

Donated blood includes red blood cells and the other components of
blood, such as platelets and plasma. Blood that contains each of the
parts is called whole blood.

There are different ways people can help, and in honor of National
Blood Donor Month, I’d like to share some of them with you.

You can donate blood at American Red Cross clinics or other clinics
or blood banks. You may also be able to donate during blood drives at
work, school, or in your community.
About one pint of blood is taken when you donate. The donation takes

about 10 minutes and the whole process — which includes answering
questions and having a short exam — can take up to an hour.
The simplest of the options is donating whole blood. This is the most

common form of blood donation, and many of you may have already
done this before. This type of donation can be done every 56 days so
long as you are in generally good health and feeling well. You must be
at least 16 years of age in Michigan and weigh at least 110 pounds.

Other types of donations include power red donations — which con-
centrate the red blood cell donation — platelet donations, and plasma
donations.
Those who have recent piercings or tattoos, have recently traveled out-

side the United States or have health issues face certain barriers to do-
nation.
Unfortunately, Michigan currently is facing a blood donation shortage,

which is not uncommon during the winter months and holiday seasons
due to family and holiday commitments, flu season and other factors.

I’d like to encourage folks to become a regular blood donor like me.
There are people who need help, and many of us are capable of lending
a helping hand and making a difference. O-negative and O-positive are
especially in demand, so if you can, please donate and help improve or
even save someone’s life.

Sen. Kevin Daley represents the 31st state Senate District, which is
comprised of Tuscola, Lapeer and Bay counties.

A HOST OF Cass City agriscience students, includ-

ing Dori Battel, eighth grade (left), and Autumn

Sutton, sophomore, welcomed the district’s new

twin lambs last week. Agriscience teacher Heather

Middleton said students will be raising and showing

the animals at the Tuscola County Fair this summer.

Middleton settling into new role

Continued from page one.
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JEFF LAVERTY, site manager for the new Quality Roasting LLC plant in

Gilford Township, cuts the ceremonial ribbon last Wednesday as other offi-

cials, including Tuscola County Economic Development Corporation (EDC)

Director Steve Erickson (far left) look on. The local EDC played a key role

in supporting efforts to bring the $12 million soybean processing plant to

Tuscola County.

“TEACHING agriscience has always been a goal of mine,” said Heather Mid-

dleton (pictured above, left), who joined the Cass City Junior-Senior High

School teaching staff in October as both the agriscience instructor and FFA

advisor.

and equitable experiences leading
to career preparation, continued
education, and employment;
*Enhancing youth leadership and

FFA as an integral part of instruc-
tion;
*Preparing lesson plans that con-

form to school policy for all
courses offered;

*Overseeing instructional mate-
rials and methods used to make
teaching and learning effective;
*Ensuring students develop basic

skills and abilities in the barn
learning lab;

*Assisting students in selecting
a program that fits their interests
and abilities; and
*Maintaining records for all stu-

dents in agriculture science as
well as FFA records.

Middleton teaches students in
grades seven through 12.

“I teach an Introduction to ani-

mal science, two introduction
classes of agriculture, a botany
and zoology class and a natural re-
source class,” she explained. “My
classes are very hands-on, project-
based — for example, my natural
resource class is going to be work-
ing on a pheasant restoration proj-
ect in the spring.”

Hands-on learning is also the
focus inside the ag learning lab.

“Some of the learning aspects
that benefit from the actual pres-
ence of animals at our learning lab
include sheep shearing, vaccina-
tion methods, raising feeder
calves and castrating calves and
lambs, (and) collecting eggs, to
just name a few things,” she said.
“The learning lab also is helpful in
demonstrations for showing ani-
mals at the fair, judging and eval-
uating livestock.”

While Middleton has been busy
staying on top of the demands of
the varied agriscience curriculum,

she also has her eyes on expand-
ing the available learning oppor-
tunities for her students in the
future.

Her goals include adding a pas-
ture, agronomy test plots, a green-
house and more livestock.

“My favorite part of the job is
being with the students, either in
the classroom or in the learning
lab, learning,” she said.

“I love sharing my passion for
agriculture with students — get-
ting to see them make the connec-
tions to what we have been
learning is rewarding.”

township are in the process of ne-
gotiating a possible agreement.

Bingham officials are hoping
CHA will take over their ambu-
lance coverage area and keep the
ambulance base, located at 2241
Pierce St. in Ubly, operational.
As a result of the on-going nego-

tiations, the closing of the Bing-
ham Ambulance Service has been
delayed until March 31.
Currently, CHA provides service

to 13 townships ranging from Port
Austin to Bad Axe and part of
Sheridan Township.

Bingham Ambulance service
provides coverage to the town-
ships of Bingham, Paris and half
of Sheridan Township in Huron
County. In Sanilac County, the
service covers Austin Township
along with portions of Minden
and Argyle townships.
In other township matters, Ramer

questioned why there are no rum-
ble strips at the intersection of M-
19 and Deckerville Road.
Supervisor Jerome Foote said he
will check with the Sanilac

Continued from page one.

Ubly ambulance closure date pushed back
County Road Commission on the
issue.

The next road issue discussed
was dust control for the coming
year. The total cost before dis-
counts is $19,620, or $17,985 if
paid before April 1, or $17,440 if

a deposit of $4,360 is paid before
Feb. 28. The board approved pay-
ing $17,440 with the $4,360 de-
posit to be paid next month.
Also, the board approved hosting

the annual township meeting Sat-
urday, April 4, at 1 p.m.

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $22/year

Call 872-2010
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THE TUSCOLA County

Right to Life chapter

hosted its annual Sanc-

tity of Human Life Me-

morial service Sunday

afternoon on the front

steps of the Tuscola

County Courthouse in

Caro. The keynote

speaker was state Rep.

Shane Hernandez. “The

group also got a positive

update on the statewide

dismemberment abor-

tion ban petition drive

completed in December,”

said Tuscola County RTL

member Jim McLoskey,

who noted the service

drew a nice crowd.

“Even though it was cold,

we had most parts of

Tuscola County in atten-

dance.”
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Take yourself 
further in the 
New Year with

 
Buy 3, 

Cass City General Surgery 
989-872-5582 • hdghmi.org

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro

CURTIS GARBER 
CHEVROLET  CADILLAC
www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra
*W.A.C. - Finance terms vary, see dealer for details

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

JOHN 
MERZ

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

MEGAN
SAYLES

SALES TEAM

2011 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LTZ

$145/MO
Leather, Heated seats, 

Remote start, 
Power lift gate, Sunroof, 

Backup camera

2013 CADILLAC XTS LUXURY

$214/MO
AWD, Leather, Bose, Remote 

start, Navigation, Heated 
front and rear seating,
Heated steering wheel

2011 BUICK ENCLAVE CX

$220/MO
Only 58,000 miles, AWD, 

Backup camera,
Remote start, 

Power liftgate, Tow pkg

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$241/MO
Only 24,000 miles! 

Heated seats, Remote 
start, Backup camera, 
Blind zone monitoring,

GM Certified!

2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU

$206/MO
Carfax 1 owner, Backup 
camera, Remote start, 

Excellent MPG!
GM Certified

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$243/MO
AWD, Remote start, 

Backup camera,
Heated seats, 
GM Certified!

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$249/MO
Backup camera, Remote 

start, Heated seats, Safety 
pkg, Power liftgate, 

GM Certified

VIEW MORE
INVENTORY AT

WWW.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.COM
OR STOP BY OUR

PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM
AT 700 N STATE ST

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
HIGH COUNTRY

$499/MO
Leather, Advanced safety pkg, 

Backup camera, Heated/cooled 
seats, Running boards, Sunroof,

Heated steering wheel, Bed 
Liner, GM Certified.

2017 CHEVROLET IMPALA PREMIER

$299/MO
Heated/Cooled seats, Remote 

start, Leather, Heated 
steering wheel, Safety

pkg, GM Certified

             

T 700 N STAAT 700 N ST
PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM

OR ST
.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLETWWW

INVENT
VIEW MORE

 

TE STAATE STT 700 N STT 700 N STA
PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM

 OUR BYOPOR ST
.COM.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.COM

T A ATYORINVENT
VIEW MORE
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TUSCOLA COUNTY’S only World War II Nor-

mandy Invasion veteran, Gerald Johnston, 94, of

Kingston, recently received his high school diploma,

courtesy of the Caro Board of Education.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Tuscola County’s only World War II Normandy Invasion veteran, Ger-
ald Johnston, 94, finally has his high school diploma.

The Caro Board of Education recently presented Johnston, of
Kingston, with the diploma, which he didn’t receive decades ago be-
cause he was serving his country.

At just 19 years of age, he arrived on the shores of Omaha Beach at
Normandy, France, on the second day of the invasion, June 7, 1944.

Johnston was carrying 80 pounds of gear on his back as he left the
LST (landing ship transport) in six feet of water for the shores, accord-
ing to Kingston historian Richard Peter. “Over the next 10 months, the
753rd Tank Battalion, armed with a tank, fought their way into Ger-
many.”

Johnston is well known throughout the area for his music. He enjoys
playing guitar and performing his interpretation of country-music star
Merle Haggard’s work.
And, true to form, Johnson entertained the school board in Caro with

his musical talents.

Nicholas Williams was pronounced dead at the scene. He was not
wearing a seat belt, according to reports, which state Veronica Williams
had been wearing a seat belt. She was transported by MMR to a hospital
for treatment.

Both the Caro Fire Department and Caro Police Department assisted
deputies at the scene.

Continued from page one.

Crash claims Cass City man

Better late than never...

WWII vet from Kingston
presented with his high
school diploma in Caro


