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State lawmakers agree on “raise the age” bills

MANY OUTSTANDING photos are the result of being at the right place

at the right time, but skill and timing are key, too. All of those ingredients

came together last week for local photographer Cheryl Viney Osentoski,

who was driving down Schwegler Road near Cass City when she spotted

this buck on its way somewhere in a hurry.

NEW TUSCOLA County District Court Judge Jason Bitzer is pictured above

with his wife, Lindsay Maharg Bitzer, and the couple’s three-year-old daugh-

ter, Blair, who participated in the robing ceremony during Bitzer’s investiture

ceremony Thursday afternoon in the Tuscola County Circuit Courtroom. Also

pictured (far left) is Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge Amy Grace Gier-

hart.

Bitzer sworn in as district judge

Tuscola County Circuit Courtroom, where
Bitzer was formally sworn in as just the third in-
dividual to serve as district court judge in Tus-
cola County.

The swearing-in was part of Bitzer’s investi-
ture ceremony, which also included a formal
“robing” of the new judge, assisted by his wife,
Lindsay Maharg Bitzer, and the couple’s young

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Fellow and retired jurists described Jason E.
Bitzer Thursday as a fair, honest and hard-work-
ing attorney with an unyielding sense of in-
tegrity – all traits, they noted, that will serve the
Cass City resident well on the bench.
The comments were made in front of a packed Please turn to page 8.

Argyle renewals

to fund roads,

fire protection

Please turn to page 8.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

When Argyle Township residents
head to the polls in March 2020,
they will decide a pair of local
millage renewal requests on the
ballot.

The Argyle Township Board re-
cently approved a motion to have
the township’s attorney review
wording for the proposal, which if
approved would continue to gen-
erate funding for roads and fire
protection.

The board will be asking voters
to renew a two-mill request for
four years for roads, and to renew
one mill for four years for fire pro-
tection services.

The board also reviewed new

state from automatically prosecut-
ing 17-year-olds as adults.
The bills have the support of the

Michigan Attorney General’s of-
fice and are expected to be on
their way soon to Gov. Gretchen

Whitmer’s desk.
Efforts to classify 17-year-old of-

fenders as juveniles have been in
the works for years, but until now
have failed to materialize. The
legislation approved by lawmak-

ers is being hailed as a step for-
ward in the Michigan criminal
justice system by a number of
supporters.
However, some officials, includ-

ing veteran Tuscola County Pros-
ecutor Mark E. Reene, say the
bills would fix a system that isn’t
broken, at least not in the local
court system.

If approved, the legislation
would take effect Oct. 1, 2021 and
would:

* Make 17-year-olds charged
with crimes go through family
court rather than adult criminal
court.

*Prevent 17-year-olds from
being housed in the same cells as
adults.
*Allow prosecutors to try people

under age 17 as adults for certain
violent offenses such as rape or
murder with court approval.

*Not apply to 17-year-olds that
have already been tried as adults
(it wouldn’t be retroactive).
The new bills, first introduced in

the House, reflect a compromise
after months of negotiations over

the funding mechanism for hous-
ing and caring for 17-year-olds
who would now be considered ju-
veniles. Under the current pro-
posal, the state would pay for
17-year-olds in the system for
three years. The funding method
would then be re-evaluated.
Among the organizations lauding

the legislation is the Mackinac
Center for Public Policy.

“Treating all 17-year-olds ac-
cused of crime as adults rather
than juveniles has proven to have
negative consequences on their
future prospects for employment,
housing, and repeated criminal ac-
tivity,” said David Guenthner,
senior strategist for state affairs
for the Mackinac Center.

“Michigan joining the over-
whelming majority of states that
send most 17-year-olds through
the juvenile justice system – while
keeping the adult system as an op-
tion for the most serious crimes –
will improve public safety and re-
deem more of our young people,”
Guenthner added.

Please turn to page 12.

Ubly joins Michigan
“heartsafe” districts

Click It or Ticket, drivers

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Michigan Legislature has
passed bi-partisan “raise the age”
legislation that would stop the

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

No one wants to think about the possibility of school officials facing
a cardiac emergency in a classroom, gymnasium or cafeteria, but it’s a
frightening possibility every day.
That reality is prompting an increasing number of Thumb school dis-

tricts to become better prepared to take swift action that could save
lives.
Count the Ubly Community Schools among those districts, as both the

elementary and high school buildings are among the latest schools to
earn the MI HEARTSafe designation.
The Cass City School District – both the elementary and junior-senior

high buildings – was among the first districts across the state to earn
the designation when the MI HEARTSafe project was established six
years ago, and until recently was the only area school district certified
by the program.
Officials representing the Michigan Departments of Health and Human

Services (MDHHS) and Education (MDE), American Heart Associa-
tion, Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) and Michi-

Autumn in Michigan includes
tailgates and bonfires along with
Halloween parties. The month
also brings stepped-up enforce-
ment of the state’s seatbelt laws.

Thumb area police departments,

sheriff’s offices and the Michigan
State Police are joining their peers
across Michigan in reminding cit-
izens to enjoy all fall has to offer
– and at the same time make the
safe choice to buckle up every
time they get behind the wheel
this month.

The two-week “Click It or
Ticket” campaign kicked off
Thursday and will continue
through Thursday, Oct. 31.
In Michigan, 192 people killed in

traffic crashes during 2018 were
not wearing a seatbelt. October is
the second deadliest month, be-
hind July, for fatalities involving
those unrestrained in a passenger
vehicle in Michigan between 2013
and 2017, according to Michigan
Office of Highway Safety Plan-
ning (OHSP) statistics.

“Wearing a seatbelt is the sim-
plest thing you can do to save
lives and reduce injuries in a
crash,” said Michael L. Prince,
OHSP director. “When you’re out
enjoying fall in Michigan, it’s im-
portant to remember to buckle up
— every trip, every time, every
passenger.”

Michigan law requires drivers,
front seat passengers and passen-
gers ages 15 and younger in any
seating position to be buckled up.
Children must be in a car seat or

Please turn to page 7.

GTW CHAMPS

Cass City wins outright 
conference championship. 

See story page nine.

(Photo courtesy of Jade Caister)
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CASS CITY Chief of Police Craig Haynes and Village Manager Debbie Powell re-

cently welcomed Ukrainian foreign exchange student Daniyil Yolkin with a tour of

the village offices. (Photo courtesy of the village of Cass City)

Redhawk Review

The greatest show...

by
Taryn Pisarek

This week brings the last big hurrah for the seniors in marching band.
Most of us have been in band for eight years now, and in the marching

band for five. Throughout that time, we have formed many lifelong
friendships and unforgettable memories.

We have learned to become skillful experts in one, and in some cases
five or six, instruments. Being in band has taught us how to accept and
work with everyone of any background. For most of us, our favorite
memory is of a time in band, whether that’s participating in a competi-
tion at Alma College or just a day in class.

For our drum major, Colby Sutton, his favorite memory is going to
Dave N Busters after a state concert band festival. For Kevin Estrella,
it’s receiving straight ones at our marching festivals.

For me, it is every time we circle up after a performance and live in
the moment as a group. For that minute, we leave everything on the
field and talk about the pride we have in our group.
If you would like to see our prideful marching band, you have a couple

more chances. This Wednesday (Oct. 23) at 7, we will be presenting
our annual Band-O-Rama concert featuring a light show performance
by the high school marching band and other performances by the fifth
and sixth grade bands and the junior high band. On Friday, Oct. 25, you
have one last chance to support the marching band and the football team
at the final regular season home game against Ubly. It will be a great
chance to catch a thrilling game and see our brand-new uniforms one
last time this season.
We hope to see you there!
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Heidi Hartwick of Cass City and
Chad Anderson of Cass City mar-
ried on September 6, 2019, at A
Doves Nest in Kingston, Michi-
gan. 

They were married by minister
and friend Brad Speirs in the rain
and surprised everyone. 
With the blessing of Heidi’s par-

ents Richard and Donna Hartwick
of Cass City, Chad’s parents Jenny
Anderson (Ed Morgan) of
Kingston and the late Clyde Hol-
lander, Chad and Heidi married
and became a beautiful blended
family, including Chad’s two sons
Chad and Chase Anderson and
Heidi’s daughter the late Lexi
Smith. 
Heidi is employed at Knights In-

surance Agency in Cass City as
their Claims Manager and Chad is
employed at Mi-Tech Tooling in
Cass City as a Tool Maker/Rough
Grinder. 
Cass City is where they will con-

tinue to call home. A July 2020 re-
ception and celebration is
planned.

Heidi & Chad
Anderson
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Anderson and
Hartwick wed
in Kingston
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Pumpkins, pumpkins everywhere

to claim that when the Lord provided fish and bread
to his followers, it was actually pumpkin bread.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

At the first sign of a little nip to the weather back in
August, pumpkin everything rushed forth.

This year there seems to be pumpkin mania any-
thing and everything pumpkin related.

The arrival of October means the pumpkin roll
down the big hill on M-15 in Vassar, Tuscola
County’s annual Pumpkin Festival unfolds and all
that goes with those celebrations.
The bandwagon for pumpkin everything was pulled

out the first day in August when temperatures
reached a chilly 75 degrees, and has careened to un-
precedented pumpkin lengths.

I love pumpkin pie, but to me, the pumpkin craze
has gone way, way overboard this year.
I’m used to the usual pumpkin spice coffee creamer

that debuts about this time of year.
But, the first unusual pumpkin advertisement that

got my attention this year was for the “limited edition
of pumpkin spice SPAM.” The label on the can
shows a large pumpkin and some cinnamon sticks.
I’m like, okay… I can see it being a very limited edi-
tion.
There was also an advertisement for pumpkin spice

charcoal. I don’t know about you, but I cannot think
of anything that I want cooked on a barbecue that I
would want to taste like pumpkin.
The one that really got my attention was the pump-

kin spice shot gun shells that Remington is suppos-
edly marketing, according to Facebook postings. The
box says there are five plastic shells and they should
be kept out of the reach of children.

Regarding those items, I doubt they are real. I’m
sure they must be parodies about the pumpkin craze
that goes on this time of year.
Anymore, it is difficult to tell what is real and what

isn’t. When I first saw the advertisement about buy-
ing a car from a vending machine like I do a candy
bar, I thought it was just a quirky advertisement, but
apparently not.
Then there was the advertisement for pumpkin spice

communion wafers. They were advertised as the “fall
edition” of communion wafers.
Could this be a unique Godly treat that might actu-

ally taste like pumpkin pie?
There are some sections in the Bible that don’t spell

things out specifically. So, I’m waiting for someone
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October showcases
state’s ag tourism

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has proclaimed October as
Michigan Agritourism Month as part of the month-long
celebration recognizing the economic and social benefits
of agritourism to Michigan’s farms and communities.

The observance is a picture-perfect fit for the agricul-
tural rich Thumb, which is part of the east-central Michi-
gan region known for its innovative cities, quiet
agricultural areas and sparkling waters.

The region includes the Great Lakes Bay area, which
surrounds Saginaw Bay, Lake Huron’s Blue Water areas,
and the fertile farmland of Michigan’s Thumb and the
agricultural communities north of Lansing and Flint.

Known for its production of dairy, corn, wheat, sugar
beets and potatoes, the area is ranked number one in the
production of black beans, cranberry beans, small red
beans and pickling cucumbers in the country.
Family farms grow a wide variety of produce, especially

carrots, apples, pumpkins, squash, berries and sweet
corn.
“When you combine agriculture and tourism, something

magic happens,” said Michigan Department of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development (MDARD) Director Gary
McDowell. “You not only get fresh apples, pumpkins and
baked goods, but you also get the experience that goes
along with them – things like corn mazes and wagon
rides, watching cider being pressed, petting baby ani-
mals, and launching pumpkins from a giant catapult.”

Agritourism is a niche form of tourism and defines the
places where agriculture and tourism connect, including
any time a farming operation opens its doors to the public
and invites visitors to enjoy their products and services.

Agriculture and tourism are leading economic drivers
in Michigan, and agritourism provides ways for farmers
to diversify their operations by offering value-added
products and activities to protect their businesses against
challenging weather conditions and market fluctuations.

Examples include farmers markets, on-farm markets,
school farm tours, wineries, roadside produce stands, on-
farm weddings and events, corn mazes and much more.
In the Thumb, Kohl Farms, 3062 Hobart Rd., Gagetown,

is among these businesses. Kohl’s is open in September
and October, offering its Fall Family Fun Corn Maze,
pumpkin patch and fall treats. The farm is also open in
November and December and features holiday fresh out-
door décor, indoor décor and gift items.
Agritourism is a year-round business for many farms in

Michigan, but Agritourism Month is celebrated in Octo-
ber at the peak of harvest and during a time when families
and school groups traditionally visit farms, pumpkin
patches and cider mills.

“Michigan Agritourism Month is a special time to ac-
knowledge and experience the vast, integrated network
of family farmers, processors, wholesalers, and retailers
who produce a safe and nutritious food supply, as well as
so many fun and unique farm experiences,” said McDow-
ell.

Visit www.MichiganFarmFun.com for a directory of
Michigan agritourism businesses. The directory is
searchable by business name, product, and region.

The staff at the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office are
again participating in “No-Shave November” as a fun
way to raise funds to donate to a local charity. This
year the Deputies will be collecting money for
“P.C.U.P.S.” - the foundation is a charitable organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting men’s health and wellness
through early detection screening and knowledge of
symptoms, treatments, and care - to further health
awareness. 
The donations will be collected throughout the month

of October for members that volunteer to participate
and anyone is invited to donate in support of the cause. 

Sheriff Garry Biniecki stated, “I just wanted to alert
the public again in advance that they will be seeing
unshaven Sheriff’s Office staff during the month of
November. It is for a worthy cause and I am happy
that my staff wanted to use this fun opportunity to give
back to the community and make a positive differ-
ence.”
For more information call (810) 648-2000.    

**********      

Governor Gretchen Whitmer has ordered U.S. and
Michigan flags within the State Capitol Complex and
on all public buildings and grounds throughout the
state of Michigan, to be lowered to half-staff for 14
days — from Saturday, October 19 through Friday,
November 1 — to honor each year Governor Milliken
served in office. 

“Governor Milliken was a true statesman who led
our state with integrity and honor,” Whitmer said. “He
had a unique ability to bring people from both sides
of the aisle together for the betterment of Michigan. I
extend my deepest and most heartfelt condolences to
Governor Milliken’s family for their loss.” 

Governor Milliken is the longest-serving governor
in Michigan history. He began his service as an air
combat soldier in the U.S. Army during World War II,
earning a Purple Heart. Milliken was elected to the
state Senate in 1961 and served as the 52nd lieutenant
governor until 1969. He became governor after
George Romney resigned to join President Nixon’s
Administration and was elected for three additional
terms in office. He passed away at home in Traverse
City at the age of 97.   
The State of Michigan recognizes the duty, honor and

selfless service of former Governor William Milliken
by lowering flags to half-staff. Michigan residents,
businesses, schools, local governments and other or-
ganizations also are encouraged to display the flag at
half-staff.  

To lower flags to half-staff, flags should be hoisted
first to the peak for an instant and then lowered to the
half-staff position. The process is reversed before the
flag is lowered for the day.  

Flags should be returned to full-staff on Saturday,
November 2, 2019.  

**********     

There will be a public open house Saturday, Oct. 26th
from 1 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sandusky City Airport.
A free lunch will be supplied by the Sanilac Medical

Care Facility and a new flight simulator is for public
use. Visitors will also tour the new hanger and walk
the runway.

**********     

The Cass City Rotary Club’s 5th annual “Wine and
Beer Fundraiser” is slated for Nov. 6th at Rolling Hills
Golf Course.

Just $25 includes snacks, cheese & chocolate pair-
ings. Tickets are available from any Rotarian, or at
Knights Insurance Agency, or Thumb Bank.
Michigan wines and craft beers will be available.  

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Shawn M. Wood, 45, North
Branch, was sentenced to one day
in jail following his pleas of guilty
to operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor and
possession of a dangerous weapon
(metallic knuckles) May 26 in
Dayton Township.
Wood was also placed on proba-

tion for 12 months and ordered to
pay costs and fines totaling
$1,558.

Daniel R. Lohr, Jr., 20, Caro,
pleaded no contest to four counts
of child abuse, second degree, and
four counts of domestic violence
– aggravated assault stemming
from incidents between January
and April in Juniata Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $100,000. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*Glenn R. Welch, 40, Caro,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing
a police officer June 16 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was set at
$25,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Dean B. Gage, 434, Linwood,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail following his pleas of
no contest to three counts of utter-
ing and publishing Oct. 8, 2018, in
Arbela Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 36 months
and ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,644.
*James L. Richmond, 57, Vassar,

was sentenced to six to 15 years in
prison following his pleas of no
contest to unlawful imprisonment
and two counts of assault with in-
tent to do great bodily harm less
than murder April 28 in Vassar
Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $394 plus resti-
tution of $180.

*Michael R. Sparks, 63, Otter
Lake, pleaded no contest to mali-
cious destruction of personal
property totaling $1,000 to
$20,000 Feb 23 in Watertown

Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*James F. Cox, Jr., 58, Caro,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle with a high BAC
(blood alcohol content), third of-
fense, Aug. 3 in Caro. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Shameka S. Williams, 34,
Flushing, pleaded guilty to oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a high
BAC (blood alcohol content),
third offense, June 15 in Milling-
ton Township. She was also con-
victed of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Trarea Annya-Ukniic Thomas,
19, Saginaw, pleaded guilty to a

charge of absconding or forfeiting
bond March 18 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $20,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Christopher W. Jackson, 45,
Millington, pleaded no contest to
one count each of assault, resist-
ing or obstructing a police officer
and interfering with electronic
communications, and two counts
of domestic violence, second of-
fense, June 27 in Arbela Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Cory A. Ziegler, 29, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to possession
of a controlled substance, operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor – with an
occupant under the age of 16
years, child abuse, second degree,
and child abuse, third degree,
April 9 in Wells Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $45,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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Student in court following threats
Reese Public School officials say

a high school freshman is believed
to be responsible for some tense
moments after the district’s mid-
dle-high school received an undis-
closed threat earlier this month.

The incident unfolded shortly
after 9 a.m. Oct. 8, prompting
school officials to implement their
standard protocols by placing the
middle-high school in “shelter in
place” mode and the elementary
schools in “secure mode” while
law enforcement investigated.

The Reese Police Department,
Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
and Michigan State Police troop-
ers responded to the scene, but a

search turned up no evidence of
danger.

“The investigation showed that
no threats were made to any other
facility within the school district.
During the course of this investi-
gation, a suspect was identified
and interviewed,” Reese School
Supt. Keith Wetters stated in a let-
ter addressed to the community.
“Authorities then made contact
with the Tuscola County prosecu-
tor and…the suspect, a freshman
student at Reese Junior-Senior
High School, was taken into pro-
tective custody.

The student was subsequently
placed into the county’s juvenile
court system and charged with

four felony counts, and then
placed in juvenile detention.
“During the initial investigation,

an additional threat was found
written in the girls’ bathroom. It
was believed that the same sus-
pect also made this threat,” noted
Wetters, who added officials ruled
the threats not credible.

Students throughout the area are
reminded to report any suspicious
activity by contacting their local
law enforcement agency. They
can also provide information
anonymously via Ok2Say by call-
ing 855-565-2729, by texting
652729 or by emailing
ok2say@mi.gov.

Owen-Gage gains kids; Ubly,
Kingston see fewer students

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Area school officials saw a
mixed bag of results during a re-
cent statewide enrollment count
that will be used to help determine
the amount of state funding local
districts will receive this year.
“We ended the last school year at

613 (students). We budgeted to be
down 13 (kids) to 600. We
counted 583.5, so we are down
29.5 students from the end of the
last year,” Kingston Community
Schools Supt. Matt Drake re-
ported.

Enrollment was in the 590’s in
the district’s fall count a year ago.
Since then, Kingston lost nine stu-
dents.

“Kingston will get $8,111 per
student this year. So if we are
minus nine from last fall, we are
going to lose $73,000,” Drake ex-

plained. “If you go off of our June
budget, which is probably the best
way to do it, we are going to lose
$133,000,” Drake said.

Officials in the Owendale-Gage-
town Schools, meanwhile, saw a
modest enrollment increase.

“We have seen an increase of
about five students over last fall.
We were hoping to at least main-
tain and are happy that we have
done so,” said Owen-Gage School
Supt. Terri Falkenberg.

“We have had a few families
move into the area that resulted in
the increase of students,” she
added. “We look forward to serv-
ing these families along with our
current members.”
In the Ubly Community Schools,

Supt. Joe Candela reported a dip
in enrollment based on this
month’s count.
“Ubly Schools had a total of 623

students for count day. Last year
we had 649 students on count
day,” Candela reported. He said
the fluctuating numbers are due to
several factors; Ubly Schools
have had larger classes graduating
in recent years along with smaller
classes entering in kindergarten.

Enrollment plays a key role in
school funding from the state. The
state “blends” student counts con-
ducted twice a year by districts —
in February and in October — to
determine the number of students
each district can claim. The state’s
blending formula places the great-
est emphasis on the fall count,
which is worth 90 percent of the
total.
That blended enrollment number

is multiplied by schools’ founda-
tion – or per pupil — allowances
to determine the amount of fund-
ing each school will receive.
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Obituaries
Berneice Armstead

Berneice Patricia Armstead (Profit), 91, died Oct. 17, 2019. 
Berneice was born in Cass City in 1928 and graduated from Cass City

High School in 1946. 
She married Joseph Armstead in September

of 1953. They had 4 children, 12 grandchil-
dren and 15 great-grandchildren.   

She retired from Michigan Bell Tele-
phone Company in 1983 after her 24
years of service. Berneice enjoyed
traveling and living in Arizona for a
number of years. She loved dancing,
walking and many social activities. 

Berneice is survived by her chil-
dren; Jan (David) Passmore, John
(Belinda) Armstead, Jill (Richard)
Winglemire and daughter-in-law
Debra Armstead; sisters; Almeda
(Chris) Forster and Donna Mae
Sturm; grandchildren; Jamie, Joseph
III, Hank, Bradley, Daniel, Cody,
Christina, Jessica, Benjamin, Jonathan,
Alyssa Rae and Jacob; great-grandchildren;
Kaeden, Landen, Makayla, Emma, Payton,
Cameron, Robert, Elsie, Alyssa, Mason, Connor, Miles, Brooklyn,
Bentley and McKenzie. 
Berneice was preceded in death by her husband Joseph Armstead, son

Joseph Armstead, Jr. and parents Glenn and Ella Profit. 
A memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 26, at

the Dryer Funeral Home, Holly, with Chaplain Lynn Hopper officiating.
Visitation will be from 12 noon until the time of the service.  A luncheon
will follow the service at the Calvary United Methodist Church, Holly.  
The committal service will be at 1:00 p.m. on Monday Oct. 28, at Great

Lakes National Cemetery.   
Memorial donations can be made to Care Team Hospice. 
Arrangements were made by Dryer Funeral Home of Holly. 

Florence Ridenour 

Florence Ilene Ridenour, 85, of Cass City, died Tuesday, October 15,
2019 in Northwood Meadows Medical Care Unit, Cass City.  

She was born July 22, 1934 at home in Manitou Beach, the sixth of
eight children born to Karl Stanley and Marquerite Marie (Hodges)
Steves.  

She married Robert Duane Ridenour May 21, 1955 in Addison.  He
died November 21, 2014.    
Florence graduated from Addison High School with the class of 1952.

She graduated in the first ever dental hygienist
class from the University of Alabama in
Birmingham.  Florence worked for
thirty-eight years as a dental hygienist
in Adrian, and later in Cass City, re-
tiring in 1991.  She was a former
Queen Mother of the Red Hat Soci-
ety in Florida.  Together, she and
Robert were the main attraction
while dancing, especially polkas at
weddings.  Florence loved country
line dancing and was an avid golfer.
She enjoyed time spent as a volunteer
with Revive Ministries.     

Florence is survived by her children:
Kristine (David) Milligan of Cass City and
Ross (Linda) Ridenour of South Lyon; grand-
children:  Michael Milligan, Elisabeth Milligan, Ryan Ridenour and
Eric (Chloe) Ridenour; and many nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by parents; husband, Robert; siblings:  Earl

Dean Steves, Max Steves, Larry Dick Steves, Karleen Langmeyer,
Kathleen Steves, Lois Ann Cheesbro and Elva Jane DeLine. 

A funeral service was held Saturday, October 19, in Kranz Funeral
Home, Cass City with the Rev. Michele Hile officiating.  
Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.  
Pallbearers for Mrs. Ridenour will be her grandchildren.  
Memorials may be made to Rawson Memorial District Library, or Re-

vive Ministries.
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the

family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.   
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Love to hear about
hometown heroes

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Tim and Lorna Dorland of De-
ford and Tom and Deb DeGraaf of
Hudsonville, announce the en-
gagement of their children, Megan
Kay Dorland to Andrew David
DeGraaf.  Megan is a 2008 grad-
uate of Cass City High School and
is employed as a CNA. Andrew is
a 2004 graduate of Unity Chris-
tian High School and a 2010 grad-
uate of Lake Superior State
University and is employed as a
registered nurse. The couple is
planning a May 30, 2015 wed-
ding.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Zachary and Brandy Sutter of
Bay City announce the birth of
their son, Brendon Kyle Sutter. He
is joined at home by big sister,
Madison. Brendon was born Sept.
18, 2009 at 9:26 p.m. at Saginaw
Covenant Hospital. He weighed 6
pounds, 2 ounces and was 17 1/2
inches long. His grandparents are
Connie and Bill Roemer, Sr. of
Deford, Dave and Tisha Sutter of
Caro, Norma Thompson of Bay
City, and Bill and Joanne Wielan
of Munger.

Charles and Marilyn (Cargill)
Carpenter celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary with a gath-
ering at their home with friends
and family Sept. 20. They were
united in marriage Sept. 19, 1959
at the First Presbyterian Church in
Marlette. The couple has 3 chil-
dren: Carrie (Darren) Oxford of
Flint, Julie (Brian) Moore of
Snover, and Michael (Tracy) Car-
penter of Caro. They also have 6
grandchildren: Andrea and Ryan
Oxford, Jessica (Chad) Thorley,
Nicholas Moore, and Stephanie
and Mandy Carpenter; and a
great-granddaughter, Madelynn
Thorley.  

Cass City School officials re-
cently honored the first of this
year’s Red Hawk Award of Excel-
lence recipients.  Among the first
recipients for the 2009-10 school
year is Jaclyn Palmer, a fourth
grade student and the daughter of
Ron and Jillian Palmer. The mid-
dle school recipient is Audrey
VanAuken, an eighth grade stu-
dent and the daughter of Joe and
Kate VanAuken. This is the sec-
ond time VanAuken has been hon-
ored with the award. At the high
school, senior Tyler Perry was
also honored. The son of Randy
and Joy Perry, he is also a 2-time
Red Hawk award recipient. “Tyler
is a student who throughout his
high school career has demon-
strated his leadership abilities,”
said teacher Nancy Folk, who
nominated him. “He is active in
student council, National Honor
Society and Future Youth Involve-
ment. He is a pleasant person who
is always willing to lend a helping
hand. Tyler is very responsible
and is a student you can count on
to get the job done in an efficient
and complete way,” Folk added.
“Tyler has the respect of the stu-
dents and staff.” 

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Former Cass City Village Coun-
cil trustee Joanne Hopper received
a plaque Monday night in appre-
ciation for her 10 years of service
to the village. The presentation
was made by village President
L.E. Althaver during the council’s
monthly meeting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rene Broussard
(Pam Harris) of Woodlands,
Texas, announce the birth Mon-
day, Oct. 24, of twins, Allison
Rene and Mason Luke. A sister,
Amanda, 3, welcomed them
home. Grandparents are Lois and
Newell Harris of Cass City. 

The Cass City Gavel Club’s
newly elected officers for 1994-95
include: Cas Pasieczny, treasurer;
Bob Stickle, vice-president; Jack
Burns, president; Dick LeValley,
secretary.

Gagetown Rural Carrier Joe
Wald is retiring after 21 years with
the U.S. Postal Service. He was
presented Friday with a certificate
of appreciation by Linda Downing
and Officer in Charge Sherry Kap-
pen. Wald began his postal career
in 1973 as a clerk in Caro. He’s

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

A happy smile followed tears of
joy as Jill Auten, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Auten, was
named Cass City High School
Home-coming queen. The crown
was placed Friday at the Bad Axe
football game by Jean Russell, last
year’s queen.

Gerald W. King, 23, son of Mrs.
Vera King of Cass City, who en-
tered the Navy in January of 1966,
received his discharge Oct. 10. He
served on the USS Muliphen. He
and his wife, the former Faith
Pruitt of Lapeer, are residing near
Flint where he had previously
been employed. King is a former
Cass City resident and attended
Cass City Schools.

Terry Hile, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Hile of rural Cass City,
graduated from basic training Fri-
day, Oct. 17. He entered the serv-
ice Aug. 13, and received his basic
training and AIT training at Fort
Knox, Ky. Hile is a 1968 graduate
of Cass City High School.

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Davis an-
nounce the birth of their second
child, a daughter, Jennifer Lynn,
on Oct. 23, at Hubbard Memorial
Hospital, Bad Axe. She joins a
brother, Timothy John, at home.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Mrs. Nelson Harrison of Cass
City has received the following
message from the Adjutant Gen-
eral in Washington. “European
area reports that your son, Pfc.
William N. Harrison, was cap-
tured by the enemy on Oct. 4.
Mail address cannot be furnished
until confirmation of capture is re-
ceived through international Red
Cross. When additional informa-
tion is received you will be
promptly notified.

Sgt. Vilas Moore of the medical
corps, stationed at Patterson Field,
Ohio, left Tuesday to return to his
location after spending a 15-day
furlough with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Stephen Moore.

Madelyn O’Rourke, a graduate
of Cass City high school last June,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John D.
O’Rourke, of Grant township,
started training as a nurse in
Mercy Central School of Nursing
in Grand Rapids.

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Root, Sr.,
were surprised when their son,
Sgt. Jerome Root, Jr., walked in
Thursday morning of last week.
He has been released from the
Crile General hospital in Cleve-
land, Ohio, where he has been a
patient since June 17. Sgt. Jerome
had been awarded the purple heart
and the citation-ribbon before
leaving the hospital.

First Lt. William H. Crawford,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton J.
Crawford of Deford and husband
of Winnefred Crawford of Claw-
son, has been decorated with the
distinguished flying cross, it was
announced recently by the com-
manding general, Eighth Air
Force.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Sam Champion dropped into the
Chronicle office Saturday night
with a small sack containing a half
dozen eggs and this remark, “Just
think. I paid 42 cents for six
eggs.” Consumers who bought
eggs on Saturday were fortunate
for early this week local buyers
were paying ~1.00 in trade, or 65
cents cash. Wednesday, one buyer
continued at this price while oth-
ers were paying 80 cents a dozen
cash or trade. The reason a fight
on among the buyers. The farmers
smile and urge the hens to lay
faster, while the consumers in
town gaze in awe at the hen fruit
and are wondering if there are any
egg substitutes that will go well
with oleo.

The Misses Belva Tibbals and
Alma Mclnnes were guests at the
home of Mrs. Geo. Smith last
Thursday evening. The young
ladies gave several readings in an
entertainment which was held in
the school of which Mrs. Smith is
teacher.  

been at the Gagetown Post Office
for the past 13 1/2 years.

Gagetown Elementary third
grade students Shawn McClorey
and Stephanie Dorsch were the
first and second place winners, re-
spectively, in a Halloween color-
ing contest sponsored by the
Gagetown Post Office. Both re-
ceived candy and a collection of
commemorative stamps for their
efforts.

Army Reserve Pvt. Daniel C.
Browning has completed basic
training at Fort Jackson, Colum-
bia, S.C. During the training stu-
dents received instruction in drill
and ceremonies, weapons, map
reading, tactics, military courtesy,
military justice, first aid and army
history and traditions. Browning
is a 1994 graduate of Kingston
High School.

Navy Seaman Recruit David S.
Osborn, son of Sam J. and Linda
M. Osborn of Ubly, recently com-
pleted basic training at Recruit
Training Command, Great Lakes,
Ill. During the cycle, recruits are
taught general military subjects
designed to prepare them for fur-
ther academic and on-the-job
training in one of the Navy’s 85
occupational fields. 

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Earl Markel attended the birth-
day celebration for his aunt,
Katherine Schank, Sunday at the
home of her son, Carl, in Lapeer.
Mrs. Schank was 97. Also attend-
ing were nieces, Marjorie Brown
of Brighton and Doris Markel of
Holly. About 40 guests attended.
Harold Randolph, a teacher with

the Peck Community Schools, has
been named Supervisor of the
Year for the Thumb Youth Em-
ployment Program of 1984. Ran-
dolph was chosen by the Joint
Executive Committee of the
Thumb Area Employment and
Training Consortium from over
180 worksite super- visors in
Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac and Tus-
cola counties. Randolph’s selec-
tion was based on his overall
supervisory ability, interest in the
young people, and his organiza-
tional style; all of which resulted
in meaningful work experiences
for the youth and the completion
of much needed work in the com-
munity. The Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program involved over
700 young people in work settings
ranging from County Economic
Development Offices to local high
schools from clerical work to jan-
itorial duties.

Airman Gregory I. J. Maikrzek,
son of Richard W, and Rose A.
Maikrzek of  Ubly, has been as-
signed to Chanute Air Force Base,
Ill., after completing Air Force
basic training. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Wright
hosted a get-together at their home
Sunday after the christening of
their second grandson, Matthew
Scott, son of Karen and Frank
Wilding. He was baptized at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Linkville, and his sponsors were
Herschel and Barbara Adams. 

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Mer-
chant, a daughter, Lori Renee,
Oct. 25 in Huron Memorial Hos-
pital, Bad Axe. She weighed eight
pounds and four and one-half
ounces. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. William Patch of Harrison
and Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Merchant
of Cass City. 

Navy Gunner’s Mate Seaman
Kevin D. Hunt, son of Harriette I.
Hunt of 4291 West St., Cass City,
is participating in exercise “Unitas
XX” off the South American
coast. He is a crewmember aboard
the guided missile destroyer USS
Dewey, homeported in
Charleston, S.C. This is the 20th
consecutive year that U.S. Navy
ships and aircraft have joined with
South American naval and air
force units in a series of combined
naval exercises. His ship has vis-
ited 13 South American cities as
well as Trinidad, Tobago, Curacao
and the Panama Canal Zone. A
1976 graduate of Caro High
School, Hunt joined the Navy in
September of that year. 

I’m not a big fan of the national morning news shows, largely because
the line that distinguishes news from entertainment on these shows is
often, well, indistinguishable.
Worse, the stories involving politics and crime have become so ridicu-

lous and depressing, it’s easy to forget how many really good stories
there are out there, stories that remind us that there is, indeed, much
hope left in the world today.

And then there’s the live concerts they feature most mornings. Is it
just me, or has anyone else in my generation never heard of these up-
and-coming superstars (be honest here; aren’t you glad, too)?
Anyway, I caught bits and pieces of a “Make Your Monday” segment

on Good Morning America last week that really caught my attention.
In case you’re not familiar with it, Make Your Monday recognizes or-
dinary folks who quietly make extraordinary contributions in their com-
munities and rewards them with a Monday off plus loads of pampering,
including a day at a spa.

This particular segment honored Mary Ellen Kremer, who mans the
reception desk at Magee Women’s Hospital in Pittsburgh, Penn. Co-
workers, friends and family say Kremer goes out of the way to reach
out to patients and make them feel as comfortable as possible.
“It’s a feel-good moment, and so many of our patients really need that

when they come in here,” the hospital president said of the welcome
Kremer offers everyone she meets.
Kremer, meanwhile, was genuinely surprised and clearly flabbergasted

by all of the attention for simply doing her job.
“My dad always told us, ‘Love what you do, love what you do, and

it’s not going to be work’,” she said. “And this is exactly the way I feel
every day.”
By all accounts, Kremer’s efforts aren’t flashy, but she’s always ready

with a smile and warm greeting, makes time to visit with patients, and
gifts them with custom wristbands hand-decorated with her own brand
of bling.

How cool is that?
This was definitely a “feel great” story, the sort that many memes on

Facebook will tell you the media never covers (just one of the reasons
folks should consider spending way less time on Facebook).

It’s an inspiring story because it focused on a wonderful example of
someone caring about others without giving it a second thought. That’s
how we should all treat one another, although many times we don’t in
the rush to stay on top of our busy lives. I think many of us tend to think
we don’t have the skills or education or whatever to make a difference.
But we do, if we care.

Take Mary Ellen Kremer, for example. I’m guessing this woman, by
simply reaching out with a little kindness and compassion, has touched
more lives in a positive way than she’ll ever know.

I’m also certain we have a slew of Mary Ellen Kremers in the Cass
City area, quietly doing their part to make a small difference in the lives
of friends, neighbors – even strangers.
If you know someone like that, here’s a personal invitation to send me

an email and tell me a little about that person and a way to contact them.
You can reach me at: tom@ccchronicle.net, and I’ll get back to you as
quickly as I can.

We’re not offering anyone a Monday off from work or a day at the
spa, but we would enjoy sharing their story with our readers, if they’re
willing.

Why? Because these are the stories that should be told, and I can’t
think of a better time to tell them.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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News briefs
Fundraiser to benefit veterans
CARO – The Caro Knights of Columbus and the Caro Moose Lodge
have joined forces to organize a “Sloppy Joes for GI Joes” fundraiser,
slated for Friday, Oct. 25,  starting at 5 p.m. (and serving as long as sup-
plies last) at the Caro Knights of Columbus Hall, 904 Ryan Rd., Caro.
The cost is $6 for a sloppy joe, fries, corn and cookie, and $8 for two

sloppy joes, fries, corn and cookie. Veterans eat free.
Proceeds from the event will go to support projects honoring area vet-

erans.
More information is available by contacting Joe Greene at (989) 670-

2441.

Park improvement set slated
UBLY — The Ubly Village Council recently approved a request from
the United Methodist Church to place two swings and a tree near the
new walking path in the park in memory of Lola Brown and Tom Tru-
sock. The work is scheduled for next year.

Vets helping vets in Tuscola Co.
AKRON — A program in which veterans strive to help their fellow vet-
erans meets monthly in the village of Akron.

The “VET to VET” gathering is a time for veterans to connect with
other veterans throughout the community to socialize, mentor, and net-
work. The gatherings are also used as a platform to share information
on new and existing programs and resources that benefit vets.

Veterans and surviving spouses can receive assistance to apply for
healthcare benefits, compensation, pensions, survivor’s pension, re-
questing DD 214/Service Records, and more during the meetings.
The VET to VET sessions begin at 6 p.m. on the second Thursday of

each month at the Akron Village Hall, 4380 Beach St. There is no cost
to attend.
More information is available by calling (989) 673-8148.

Human trafficking event focus
CASS CITY – The Internet offers a limitless amount of information,
but it can also be a very dangerous place, especially for young people.
Michigan State Police Trooper Nicole Dhooghe of the Michigan State

Police post in Caro will be addressing those dangers during a special
program entitled “Internet Safety and Human Trafficking” next month.

The program is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 22, from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at the Charmont in Cass City.
The presentation is free and includes a lunch for participants, but reg-

istration is required.
To register, call the Tuscola County Health Department at (989) 673-

1723 or email sluedtke@tchd.us, or call the Huron County Health De-
partment at (989) 269-3319 or email kpitts@hchd.us. The event is
sponsored by the departments’ Empowering Youth Today programs.

Drybean growers approve referendum

Kickoff celebration Thursday
CASS CITY – Area residents are invited to a kickoff and celebration
planned by organizers of the Meating the Need For Our Village effort.

The event, which will launch the next phase of the youth-led hunger
project, will be Thursday, Oct. 24, from 3:15 to 5:15 p.m. at Rawson
Memorial District Library, Cass City. Pizza and ice cream will be pro-
vided.

Fitness fundraiser set Oct. 24
KINGSTON — A physical fitness fundraiser slated for Thursday, Oct.
24, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. will help some Kingston students exercise
their brain.

The fundraiser will offer 1.5 hours of fitness via a variety exercises
led by local instructors Misty Roberts, Rebecca Walker and Jessica
Flikkie. Local vendors will also be on hand for the event, which will
take place at Kingston Elementary School, 3644 Ross St.
The cost to participate is $10. Proceeds from the event will help cover

the cost of the new, expanded curriculum the district wants to offer
preschoolers. The Cardinal Center’s preschool needs help covering the
cost of Spanish, art, engineering, science, reading and more.
The Cardinal Center is self-funded and does not receive money from

the school.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Michigan dry bean producers
have approved a referendum to
continue the Michigan Bean Com-
mission and its activities.
The Michigan Bean Commission

and program will remain in place
for an additional five years begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2020, and ending Dec.
31, 2024. The current assessment
is 10 cents per hundredweight
(cwt) sold.

A total of 224 ballots were cast,
with 209 producers voting “yes”

(93 percent) representing
13,123,282.55 cwt (99 percent),
and 15 producers voting “no”
(seven percent), representing
94,958.48 cwt (one percent).

For the Commission and its ac-
tivities to be renewed, more than
50 percent of the voting produc-
ers, representing more than 50
percent of the hundredweight sold
by those voting, must approved it.
The Michigan Bean Commission

was appointed to improve the eco-

nomic position of the state’s dry
bean producers by promoting re-
search on bean varieties and agro-
nomic practices as well as
research on developing and dis-
covering the health, food, thera-
peutic, and dietetic value of beans
and bean products; carrying out
market development, market re-
search, and promotional pro-
grams; and compiling and
publicizing commodity informa-
tion.

Upgrades shaping up at Kingston Schools

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A lot has been accomplished in
the Kingston School District, both
before and since school officials
welcomed back students for the
start of the 2019-20 school year.
Among projects completed is re-

placement of the HVAC (heating,
ventilation and air conditioning)
rooftop units at both schools.
Fencing has been installed at the
newly-constructed concession
stand and football field entrance,
all new lighting in the high school
has been completed, and a new
PA/intercom system was installed
at the high school, with bathroom
renovations also now completed
in both buildings.
“There were many other projects

that have also been completed.
The buildings are looking great,”
school Supt. Matt Drake reported
during a recent board of education
meeting.
In addition, school officials spent

$10,500 to have SWAT Builders
install a steel roof on the mainte-

nance building as well as repair
the fascia and trim on the baseball
field press box.

The work was funded by a $4.8
million bond spanning 20 years
that voters approved in November
2017.

During the meeting’s public
comment period, audience mem-
ber Matt Nelson called the board’s
attention to a drug issue. He ex-
plained he wanted district officials
to be aware that in a neighboring
town there have been a couple of
occurrences of overdoses involv-
ing liquid morphine.

In other business, a sixth grade
teaching position was filled by
long-term substitute Chelsea
Green. She has been working with
the district for two years and has
taken on multiple long-term sub-
stitute positions as well as para-
professional work.

“We are keeping the job posted
and working on an emergency
certification application for
Chelsea,” elementary Principal
Justin Diegel noted.
Also, the district is participating

in the National School Lunch Pro-
gram and in the Community Eli-
gibility Provision (CEP), which
will enable school officials to pro-
vide free breakfasts and lunches to
all students.

CEP is a non-pricing meal serv-
ice option for school districts who
meet certain low-income student
criteria. The program enables
schools to serve meals at no cost
to all enrolled students.
Schools that adopt CEP are reim-

bursed using a formula based on
the percentage of students cate-
gorically eligible for free meals
based on their participation in
other specific means-tested pro-
grams, such as the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) and Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families (TANF).

Turning to other matters, the
board approved levying a general
tax rate of 2.69 mills for the 2012
debt retirement and a tax rate of
2.76 for the 2018 debt retirement
for a total of 5.45 mills, and 18
mills for non-homestead property.

Defunct group shines light on Gagetown

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Thanks to some funds from a dis-
solved village organization, Gage-
town officials were able to
purchase a device designed to
save lives, and the community
will enjoy a brighter Christmas.
In the 1960s, the elders in Gage-

town created a downtown devel-
opment association, hoping their
community would grow and flour-
ish. And for a while it did — back
in the 1970s, Gagetown was
called “Sparkle City U.S.A.” In
the summer, area residents would
get together for a pig roast and
party in the village park.

But over the years, the event
faded away, as did the associa-
tion’s vision for the community,
so over time there was no longer
a need for the organization.

Today, Fred Sullivan and Mary
Margaret Downing are the only
remaining members of the associ-
ation, and they agreed to give the
remaining money to the village
council to be used for beautifica-
tion of the village.
To honor their request, the coun-

cil purchased and installed 51
LED street lights, which makes

every light in the village LED.
Making the switch to LED lights
saved the village at least $300 a
month on the street light bill, ac-
cording to village Clerk Joan
Koch.

The former DDA members re-
quested some of the money be
used for new Christmas decora-
tions. So, officials purchased the
decorations from Bronner’s
CHRISTmas Wonderland in
Frankenmuth with their blessing,
she noted.
The new holiday decorations will

go up in November.
There was still some of the DDA

funds left, prompting officials to
purchase an automated external
defibrillator (AED).

Having the life-saving equip-
ment is important because it can
increase the rate of survival of
someone suffering from cardiac
arrest by restoring a normal heart
rhythm. AEDs come with step-by-
step directions, enabling almost
anyone to operate the equipment
until medical first responders ar-
rive.
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Sudden Cardiac Death of the
Young (MAP-SCDY) last week
recognized 154 schools for earn-
ing the MI HEARTSafe School
designation for the 2018-19
school year.

Aside from Ubly, other Thumb
districts named newly-certified
MI HEARTSafe schools are the
Bad Axe Schools (all buildings)
and Zion Lutheran School in Har-
bor Beach.
The MI HEARTSafe School Pro-

gram has recognized 569 schools
for being prepared to respond to
cardiac emergencies since it began
in 2013. To receive a MI HEART-
Safe School designation, schools
must have:

*A written medical emergency

Continued from page one.

Click It or Ticket this month

booster seat until they are eight years old or four feet nine inches tall,
and children under the age of four years must be in the back seat.
The fine and associated costs for not wearing a seatbelt is $65.
In Michigan, the seatbelt use rate stands at 94.4 percent. The national

seatbelt use rate in 2018 was 89.6 percent.
The OHSP coordinates the Click It or Ticket campaign, which is sup-

ported by federal traffic safety funds.
“This enforcement period, there are 114 law enforcement agencies

participating with the seatbelt enforcement program, including the Tus-
cola County Sheriff’s Office. This includes 36 counties in Michigan
and approximately 3,400 total enforcement hours,” said Tuscola County
Sheriff Glen Skrent.
“The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Office will have extra patrols scheduled

for seatbelt enforcement starting Oct. 18 and running through Oct. 31,”
he added, noting Tuscola County received grant funding because local
seatbelt use is documented at well under the state average.
“The state of Michigan wants all counties to be at or near the average

use in order to save lives on Michigan roadways,” Skrent said.

Continued from page one.

SKYWATCHERS have been enjoying watching the Hunter’s Moon – also

called the Travel Moon, Dying Grass Moon, and sometimes Blood Moon or

Sanguine Moon — light up the Thumb sky. Every three years, the October full

moon is also the Harvest Moon, the name given to the full moon closest to the

September equinox, which is the start of fall in astronomy. However, the as-

tronomical seasons do not match up with the lunar month, so the month the

Harvest Moon occurs in varies.

Hunter’s moon...

Ubly among new “heartsafe”schools in state

response plan and team.
*Current CPR/AED (automatic

external defibrillation) certifica-
tion of at least 10 percent of staff
and 50 percent of coaches, includ-
ing 100 percent of head varsity
coaches and physical education
staff.

*Accessible, properly main-
tained and inspected AEDs with
signs identifying locations.

*Annual cardiac emergency re-
sponse drills.
*Pre-participation sports screen-

ing of all student athletes using the
current physical and history form
endorsed by MHSAA.

In the Cass City Schools, ensur-
ing everyone is prepared for a car-
diac emergency is an on-going
process, according to school Supt.
Jeff Hartel, who cited continuing
training for staff members – ad-

ministrators, many teachers, para-
professionals, bus drivers, etc. –
as an example. “A lot of people in
this district are trained in CPR,”
he said.
Aside from having AEDs in both

buildings, the school system has
its own “Code Blue Team”
charged with responding in an
emergency. Each team member is
assigned a responsibility such as
calling 911, getting an AED, tak-
ing notes for emergency respon-
ders, and meeting an ambulance
crew at the front doors to ensure
quick access to the victim.

“So, there’s a plan in place that
is followed in case of a medical
emergency, and there’s a back-up
person for every job (on the Code
Blue Team),” Hartel said.
“Sudden cardiac death claims the

lives of more than 300 Michigan
children and young adults annu-
ally,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun,
MDHHS chief medical executive
and chief deputy for health. “Hav-
ing schools prepared for cardiac
emergencies can help decrease the
number of these tragedies, one
community at a time.”
“We are proud to support Michi-

gan’s HEARTSafe schools,” said
Dr. Michael Rice, state school su-
perintendent. “Ensuring schools
are prepared for sudden cardiac
emergencies through planning,
training and life-saving AEDs is
an important part of having safer
learning environments for stu-
dents, staff and the community.”
The MI HEARTSafe School des-

ignation lasts for three years, and
this year 67 schools received their
second MI HEARTSafe award.
Currently, 490 schools are desig-
nated as MI HEARTSafe Schools. 
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4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121

www.hdghmi.org

Call to schedule your 
mammogram 

989-912-6295

The best 
 protection
is early 
  detection.

Don’t Wait,
Get 

SCREENED!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Th   Th   e   b   e  

 

 

 e   s   t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 p r o t e
i   s   e   a   rl   rl   l  
  d  e  t  e

 

 

 e c ti ti o n
 ly  ly 

  e  c  t  ti  o  n  .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

989-
 

 

-912-6
 

 

6295
 

 

Cass City’s Bitzer sworn in as county’s new district court judge

FORMER LONGTIME Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge Patrick R. Joslyn

(standing), now retired, offers some words of advice to Bitzer during his in-

vestiture ceremony.

daughter, Blair. Tuscola County
Circuit Court Judge Amy Grace
Gierhart administered the oath of
office, and Melissa Malloy, presi-
dent of the Tuscola County Bar
Association, presented Bitzer with
a ceremonial gavel.

The proceedings were attended
by fellow attorneys and associ-
ates, friends and family members,
as well as a group of current and
former judges — Tuscola County
Probate Judge Nancy L. Thane,
retired Tuscola County Circuit
Court Judge Patrick R. Joslyn,
Huron County Circuit Court
Judge Gerald M. Prill and Probate
Judge David L. Clabuesch, and
David Nicholson, retired St. Clair
County District Court judge.

For his part, Bitzer thanked a
number of individuals he de-
scribed as having a positive im-
pact on his career over the years,
including former law partner
Michelle Biddinger, and the staff
of Biddinger’s Cass City practice.

Bitzer also vowed to utilize his
experience and employ fairness in
approaching each case assigned to
his court.

“I will do everything humanly
possible to be the best judge I
can…because it matters to me,”
he added.  

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer ap-
pointed Bitzer to the 71B District
Court bench July 24 to fill a va-
cancy left by the early retirement

Continued from page one. of Judge Kim David Glaspie, also
of Cass City.

“Throughout Jason’s career, he
has worked hard to uphold and de-
fend our justice system,” Whitmer
said in making the announcement.
“His previous experience arguing
in criminal, civil and probate mat-
ters allows him to seamlessly tran-
sition into this new role.”

At the time, Bitzer expressed
confidence in the experience he
could bring to the bench, includ-
ing having practiced law in every
court in Tuscola, Huron and Sani-
lac counties over the course of his
career. And, he said, that includes
every type of case handled by a
district court – misdemeanors,
civil cases involving $25,000 or
less, civil infractions,
landlord/tenant law and land con-
tracts.

Prior to joining his practice,
Bitzer served as a legal intern with
the Michigan Attorney General’s
Alcohol and Gambling Enforce-
ment Division. After joining Bid-
dinger in Cass City, he handled a
variety of criminal, civil and pro-
bate matters, including serving as
a court-appointed attorney repre-
senting individuals facing misde-
meanor charges.

“I was in front of Judge Glaspie
probably more than anyone else in
the last 11, 12 years,” he said.
“I’ve got big shoes to fill, but
when he stepped down, I knew
that was a job I wanted.”

The path to making that dream

come true included two inter-
views, with the first taking place
in front of 25 to 30 members of
the Michigan State Bar. The sec-
ond interview, Bitzer noted, was
less formal and took place with
the governor’s chief legal counsel,
two deputy legal counsels and her
director of appointments.
Bitzer, who actually started in his

new role in August, will serve the
balance of Glaspie’s term, which
will expire Jan. 1, 2021. He will
run as the incumbent in the No-
vember 2020 election for a full
six-year term.

His appointment was welcomed
by Gierhart, who also serves as
Tuscola County’s chief judge.

“He (Bitzer) has been raised in
this community, and his knowl-
edge, qualifications and demeanor
will be a profound asset to the
Tuscola County courts and this
community for years to come,”
she said. “I could not be more
pleased. I would also like to thank
the governor and her staff for their
careful, thorough and timely deci-
sion in this matter.”
A graduate of Caro High School,

Bitzer earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in communications
and public law and government
from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity, and his Juris Doctor Degree
from the Thomas M. Cooley Law
School. Prior to accepting Whit-

mer’s appointment, he had been in
private practice with Biddinger
and Bitzer since 2008.

Bitzer is a member of the Hills
and Dales General Hospital Board
of Directors, the Rotary Club of
Cass City, and the United Way of
Tuscola County Board of Direc-
tors. He is also a 2015 LEAD Tus-
cola graduate.

Glaspie, 63, a Cass City native
and 1973 Cass City High School
graduate, earned the distinction of
being Tuscola County’s longest-
serving district court judge. He
stepped down in the spring after
serving nearly 30 years on the
bench.

THURSDAY’S FORMAL investiture ceremony for

new Tuscola County District Court Judge Jason

Bitzer, Cass City, included taking the oath of office,

administered (above) by Tuscola County Circuit

Court Judge Amy Grace Gierhart. Also pictured is

Bitzer’s father, Eric Bitzer.

STATE SENATOR Kevin Daley (R-Lum), center,

and state Rep. Phil Green (R-Millington), left, pres-

ent Bitzer with a state of Michigan tribute in honor

of his appointment as only the third individual to

serve as district court judge in Tuscola County.

guidelines and policies for poverty exemption, which now require offi-
cials to complete an “asset test”. A poverty exemption can be requested
by low-income property owners, and if approved, their tax liability
could be lowered.

In other matters during the recent meeting, board members learned
that because a publication deadline was missed, a solar energy ordi-
nance adopted by the township board must be acted on again. The board
took corrective action by readopting the ordinance.

Because 2020 will be a presidential election year, along with other
items on the ballot, the township officials want to be prepared, which
prompted the board to approve the purchase of an upgraded laptop com-
puter for an additional $240 over the planned expenditure for an e-poll
book used for elections. It was also noted a better computer can be used
for other purposes if needed.

Also during the session, the board appointed Joann Langenburg as
zoning administrator.

Continued from page one.

Argyle officials seeking renewals
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(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro

CURTIS GARBER 
CHEVROLET  CADILLAC
www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra
*W.A.C. - Finance terms vary, see dealer for details

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

JOHN 
MERZ

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

SALES TEAM

2016 CADILLAC SRX LUXURY

$350/MO
Leather, Heated Seats,

Power Liftgate,
Remote Start, Bose,
Blind Zone Alerting,
Cadillac Certified!

2017 CADILLAC XT5 LUXURY

$350/MO
Leather, Bose, Ultraview 
Roof, Blind Zone Alerting, 

Heated Seats, Remote
Start, Cadillac Certified!

2016 CADILLAC SRX LUXURY

$370/MO
Only 19,000 miles, Forward 

Collision Alert Pkg,
Adaptive Cruise, Leather, 

Bose, Navigation,
Heated Seats, Sunroof,

Cadillac Certified!!

2014 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT

$173/MO
Leatherette Seat Trim, 

Remote Start,
Backup Camera,

GM Certified,
Excellent Maintenance!

2018 GMC ACADIA SLE-2

$348/MO
AWD, Bose, Heated Seats,

3rd Row Seating,
Remote Start,

Power Liftgate,
GM Certified

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LTZ

$415/MO
GM Certified, Leather,
Navigation, Tow Pkg,

Heated/Cooled Seats,
Bose, Adjustable Pedals, 

4x4

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LTZ Z71

$499/MO
6.2L, Only 19,000 Miles!!

GM Certified,
Navigation, Bose,

Adjustable Pedals, 4x4
Heated/Cooled Seats

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LTZ

$399/MO
Leather, Heated seats, Bose, 
Tonneau Cover, Trailer Pkg, 

Memory Seats, 4x4,
GM Certified

2017 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE PREMIER

$374/MO
GM Certified, Rear

Entertainment, Dual Skyscape 
Sunroof, Leather, Heated & 
Cooled Seating,  Navigation,

Tow Pkg, Advanced Safety Pkg.

The only place you can buy
a Factory Certified
Pre-Owned Cadillac

is through an authorized
Cadillac dealer.

We are the only authorized 
Cadillac dealer in the Thumb.
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Physical Therapy • Outpatient Services • Rehabilitation

Complete Concussion Management
The Lighthouse Rehabilitation Center is now recognized by Complete Concussion Management 
Inc (CCMI) and joins a network of clinics around the world offering evidence-based concussion 

care. From initial pre-season multimodal baseline testing to concussion treatment and 
rehabilitation, our partnered CCMI practitioners collaborate with primary care physicians to 

co-manage concussions, helping patients and athletes safely Return to Learn, Work and Play.

For more information about our “FREE BASELINE TESTING,” Call: 989-673-2500 Caro.
Or 231-263-1350 Traverse City. Or visit our website at www.lighthouserehab.com
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If the law passes, it brings Michigan in line with most other states.

Currently, the only other states that view 17-year-olds as adults in the
eyes of the law are Georgia, Wisconsin and Texas.
According to Raise the Age MI, a grassroots effort lead by Michigan

communities, advocates and lawmakers, prosecuting youth as adults is
harmful to children, threatens public safety and is expensive.

The group says there is no evidence that prosecuting 17-year-olds in
the adult system shows any rehabilitative advantage, and that many
have suffered severe mental and physical damage from the violence
and sexual abuse they have endured while in the adult prison system.

Members of Raise the Age MI also cite the cost of incarcerating 17-
year-olds.

“It costs upwards of $34,000 a year to incarcerate someone, and the
costs continue onward after that. After exiting the prison system, youth
have an adult criminal record that haunts them the rest of their life. This
limits them from finding housing, getting a job, and leading a produc-
tive life after prison,” they say.
The organization’s other talking points include:
*Youth incarcerated in adult facilities are more likely to be physically

attacked, sexually assaulted and attempt suicide than young people in
the juvenile justice system.

*Youth incarceration in adult facilities increases violent crime. Na-
tional research found that youth exiting the adult system are 34 percent
more likely to re-offend, re-offend sooner, and escalate to more violent
offenses than their counterparts in the juvenile justice system.

*Raising the age allows 17-year-olds to access rehabilitative age-ap-
propriate services. “Juvenile courts offer highly effective diversion and
community-based programs not accessible in adult court. Because the
majority of 17-year-olds have non-violent charges, they would likely
respond well to community-based options that are designed to keep
kids in school, address underlying treatment needs and engage the
whole family.”

Reene: hold the phone

Reene is quick to take issue with suggestions that 17-year-olds in
Michigan who commit crimes are routinely slapped with a criminal
record and shipped off to prison.

In fact, the Tuscola County prosecutor says, the vast majority of 17-
year-old offenders are granted Holmes Youthful Training Act (HYTA)
status.

In short, he explained, HYTA gives youth offenders, ages 17 to 23,
the opportunity to keep eligible criminal offenses, including felonies,
off of their records, provided they successfully complete the terms of
probation set forth by the court.

A defendant who seeks HYTA status is required to formally plead
guilty to the offense or offenses which are being considered for HYTA.
However, once the court accepts someone on HYTA status, the court
does not enter a judgment of conviction and Michigan State Police
records become closed to the public view.

“We utilize that a lot – it’s more the rule than the exception,” Reene
said.

Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge Amy Grace Gierhart agreed. “I
use that (HYTA) probably eight times out of 10, if not nine out of 10,”
she said, noting the value of the program lies in giving young offenders
a chance to change the direction of their lives.
Of course, Gierhart said, not every defendant qualifies. There’s a dif-

ference, for example, between a 17-year-old who appears in court with
a lengthy juvenile record, and one who faces a charge after simply
doing something stupid such as vandalizing property or getting drunk.
And, even 17-year-olds accepted into the HYTA program don’t nec-

essarily escape jail time – Gierhart indicated that, depending on the of-
fense, she has no problem doling out a brief period of time behind bars
to a young offender in order to give them a taste of what they will want
to avoid in the future.

However, the court also has at its disposal a variety of intervention
tools – counseling, behavioral programs, substance abuse testing, etc.
– designed to assist in rehabilitation.

The beauty of the program, she said, is that those individuals who
complete their probation successfully have no criminal conviction on
their public record, enabling them to avoid the stigma of a criminal
record when it comes to applying for a job, applying to college, or fill-
ing out an employment application.
While many people are under the impression that prosecutors are in-

terested only in racking up convictions, Reene said his objectives are
to ensure public safety, and utilize available tools to encourage first
time offenders from re-offending. “You want your first contact (with
the criminal justice system) to be your last contact,” he added.

“The suggestion that you have this large group of 17-year-olds (in
prison) that shouldn’t be – that’s mistaken. It’s very, very hard to get to
prison in Michigan – you have to commit very serious offenses,” Reene
pointed out, adding those convicted of violent crimes and sex-related
offenses fall into that category along with those who have multiple con-
victions on their records.  

“The problem with treating a 17-year-old as a juvenile, is that at age
18, they’ll be discharged because the juvenile court loses jurisdiction,”
Reene continued.

For an individual who commits a crime shortly after his or her 17th
birthday, for example, that means by the time they go through the sys-
tem, there is little time for the court to get them the help they need be-
fore they turn 18. “You can’t get that done in 90 days,” Reene said.

Another concern voiced by Reene along with Gierhart and Tuscola
County Sheriff Glen Skrent is whether or not the state will actually
shoulder the financial burden stemming from diverting 17-year-olds
into the juvenile court system, or cover the expense for a period of time
and then dump it onto the shoulders of counties.
Tuscola County, for example, has no juvenile detention center, mean-

ing there would be a significant cost to house 17-year-olds in a facility
outside of the county’s borders.
Funding aside, Reene said, the local criminal justice system is already

providing 17-year-old defendants with opportunities for a fresh start if
they’re willing.

“We want a system in place that gives the individual the opportunity
to be successful,” he added. “We’re doing that now. It’s working.”

Continued from page one.

17-year-olds no longer adults
in court under proposed bills

Call 872-2010 for 
more information!
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UNITED HOSPICE Service staff members stand with Brenda Miller and members

of the Charlie’s Angels Quilting Group. Pictured are (left to right) Shelli Greschaw

of United Hospice Service, Charlie’s Angels members Brenda Miller, Sharron

Hartwick, Janet Wright and Pam Kern, and Madelyn Huffman and Deb Schell of

United Hospice Service.

“Charlie’s Angels”
donate 40 quilts
A group of women from Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola counties – known

as the Charlie’s Angels Quilting Group – donated 40 hand-made quilts
to United Hospice Service of Marlette Regional Hospital, bringing the
group’s combined donations to 1,100 quilts to-date.

Brenda Miller of Bad Axe organized the quilting group in 2010 after
her brother, Charlie, passed away in the hospice residence, located in
Marlette. She and her family were touched to receive her brother’s quilt,
and she became motivated to help support and provide to this cause.

Every quilt donated by the group has been unique in both color and
pattern, and each is labeled, “May this blanket bring you peace and
comfort.”
It is a tradition at United Hospice Service to gift a special, hand-crafted

quilt to its patients receiving hospice care at home or at the hospice res-
idence. The quilts provide a little extra comfort and warmth to patients
in their time of need, and are later passed on to provide peace and com-
fort to the grieving family.

“These ladies have been such a blessing to our program, furnishing
these special hand-made quilts for our patients and families,” said
United Hospice Service Director Shelli Greschaw, R.N. “We want to
thank Charlie’s Angels for their continued support of our hospice pro-
gram.”

United Hospice Service serves Sanilac, Huron, St. Clair, Lapeer and
Tuscola counties. For more information, call 1-800-635-7490 or visit
the website www.marletteunitedhospice.org.
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