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Fall Family Days...

VETERAN AUXILARY members Mary Ann Hirn (left) and

Ruth Whittaker stand inside the new gift shop at Hills and Dales

General Hospital, where visitors can purchase not only snacks,

gifts and reading materials, but also fresh-cut flowers delivered

by Petal N Bean Co., Cass City. Hirn heads up the gift shop and

Whittaker serves as president of the auxiliary, which has con-

tributed tens of thousands of dollars to the hospital since it was

organized in 1956.

Giving back

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital has under-
gone a myriad of changes over the years – some
drastic, others more subtle – but a faithful group
of local volunteers dedicated to supporting the
local hospital has remained a constant.

In fact, the Hills and Dales General Hospital
Auxiliary has a long history of service and fi-
nancial support dating back to a time before the
Cass City hospital opened in 1960.

Today, more than 60 years after forming, the
auxiliary is still giving.
Even in the face of a major upheaval that came

with a major renovation and expansion project
– the recently completed facelift at Hills and
Dales spanned two years, displacing the auxil-
iary’s gift shop and cutting into its profits — the
organization managed to contribute signifi-
cantly.
In 2018 alone, auxiliary members volunteered

more than 4,600 hours and donated $4,732 to
the hospital for various needs, and that was with
the gift shop being open only three days a week
during construction.

This year, the group has already donated a

Hills and Dales Auxiliary
continuing tradition of
faithful support, service

Assessment of jail
needs delayed, but
not forgotten here

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

News related to Tuscola County’s antiquated jail facility may be miss-
ing from the headlines in recent months, but efforts to secure a modern
facility that meets current needs are continuing.
An assessment of the jail, located at the sheriff’s department in Caro,

has already been conducted as part of the study focusing on ways to
meet future needs of the facility.
That assessment described the facility as “outdated, inefficient and un-

safe for staff and inmates”, according to a 43-page study completed by
the National Sheriff’s Association in 2018. Although the study recom-
mended several improvements, such as creating additional space for in-
mates, updating the control center and more, the report also noted it

Please tun to page 2.

Area teens take stage
among state honorees

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the Michigan Community Service Com-
mission (MCSC) honored 43 winners of the 2019 Governor’s Service
Awards, including a pair of Thumb teens, during a ceremony Thursday
night at the Detroit Opera House in Detroit.
Recognized were individuals, businesses and nonprofit organizations

selected for their commitment to volunteerism, service or philanthropy.
Awards were presented in the categories of national service, volunteer
program, corporate, youth, mentor, senior and volunteer of the year.

The honorees included Addy Battel, 17, of Cass City, and Pearl
Daskam, 17, of Ubly, both named Youth Volunteers of the Year.
“Our state is lucky to have such outstanding Michiganders who work

hard every single day to build a home for opportunity for everyone.
Whether it’s uplifting our neighborhoods or bringing communities to-
gether when tragedy strikes, they do this work even when nobody’s
looking because they know that every contribution makes a huge im-
pact,” Whitmer said. “I’m proud to present the Governor’s Service
Awards to this year’s recipients as recognition of their sacrifice and ded-
ication throughout our state.”
Battel, the daughter of Sue and Bob Battel, and Daskam, the daughter

of Tamara and Michael Daskam, identified a need in their community
and utilized service to combat the issue of hunger in Cass City. They
were both just 12 when they launched the effort.
“Through astounding effort, these 16-year-old girls utilized their farm

roots to raise livestock and poultry for food donations and created the
project Meating the Need for Our Village,” MCSC officials said. “The

Local library hosting film fest again

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The MANHATAN SHORT Film
Festival is known across the globe
for getting great works in front of
as many eyes as possible, offering
the ultimate platform – one that
sees its films screened in Sydney,
Mumbai, Vienna and Cape Town
to cinemas in all 50 states and be-
yond.

Area film buffs can count Cass
City among those venues.

And the stakes are high; the fi-
nalists are part of the MANHAT-
TAN SHORT Oscar Qualifying
Run, which means all selected
works will screen for a full week
at a cinema in the county Los An-
geles, qualifying them for the Os-
cars.

This is the second consecutive
year that Cass City will be among
350 venues across six continents
that will play host to the MAN-
HATTAN SHORT Film Festival
Thursday, Sept. 26, through Sun-
day, Oct. 6.

Organizers of the 22nd annual
event describe it “as an instanta-
neous celebration that occurs si-
multaneously across the globe,
bringing great films and great
artists to great venues and allow-
ing the audiences to select their fa-
vorites.”

“Last year, Rawson Memorial
District Library had the unique
opportunity to host the 21st annual
MANHATTAN SHORT Film
Festival.  Our library was only one
of nine in the state to do so.  This
fall, we again have this fantastic
chance to share international short
films with residents in our area,”
said Ruth Steele, interim director
of the Cass City library.

MANHATTAN SHORT films
will be shown at Rawson Library
Sunday, Sept. 29, at 2 p.m.; Mon-
day, Sept. 30, at 6 p.m.; Wednes-

day, Oct. 2, at 6 p.m.; Friday, Oct.
4, at 2 p.m.; and Saturday, Oct. 5,
at 4 p.m.
“The same films are shown each

day, so you can pick which day
and time works best for you. Each
short film is 20 minutes or less
and there are several to watch,”

Steele noted.
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary is listed among 18 con-
firmed venues in the state and is
one of only two in the Thumb re-
gion – the other is in Huron

MILD WEATHER greeted thousands of visitors to the Thumb Octagon Barn

during Fall Family Days over the weekend. They included two-year-old Aleigha

Fritch (above), daughter of Vicki and Lance Fritch of Columbiaville. Also pic-

tured are a steam engine in front of the sawmill, the interior of the historic barn,

and local entertainers The Tom and Jerry Show featuring Jerry Lamoureux (left)

and Tom Guinther. See related photos, page 12.



Harold Roth 

Harold Melroy Roth, 74, of Cass
City, died following a brief illness
Tuesday, September 3, 2019 in
Covenant Healthcare Harrison
Campus, Saginaw.  

He was born April 24, 1945 in
Milwaukee, WI to Joseph and
Lorraine (Wehr) Roth.  

He married Ilse Straub on April
29, 1965 in Heidelberg, Germany.  

Harold served in the U.S. Army
during the Vietnam era as a truck-
master.  He hauled water while
stationed in Germany.  Harold and
Ilse enjoyed visiting family that
lived in Michigan and later moved
here permanently.  Harold worked
for UPS in Saginaw and was pro-
moted to manager in 1979 before
relocating to Cass City.  He be-
came self-employed as the owner
of the Deford Country Store until
1994.  Harold was fond of deer
hunting, cutting wood and fishing
the Cass River.  He was one of the
first official local game measurers
for Commemorative Bucks of
Michigan in the Thumb Area.
Harold supported local sports
teams and enjoyed many day trips
to casinos.  He loved his grand-
children and the time spent with
them.

Harold is survived by his wife
Ilse; sons: Dieter (Melissa Miron)
Roth of Cass City and Jurgen
(Kris) Roth of Cass City; grand-
children:  Kelton Roth, Zachary
McCreedy, Matthew Roth and
Paige Roth; sister, Pearl Sanders
of Milwaukee, WI; and brother,
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Redhawk Review

Big changes at
the high school

by
Taryn Pisarek

The start of this new school year has brought a lot of changes to Cass
City High School. There are new staff members, an upgraded building
and exciting new programs. Four new staff members were added to the
high school building, ranging from a math teacher to a new athletic di-
rector.

Over the summer, phase one of the bond to renovate the high school
was completed. The school was furnished with an all new heating/cool-
ing system and fresh paint. Most classrooms got new ceiling tiles and
lighting.
The changes in our home school are not all physical, though.
Cass City High School has introduced a new program to students

called “Capturing Kids’ Hearts”. It is intended to promote a better
school culture and engage all students with each other. Each class has
created a “social contract” that outlines the students’ and teachers’ ex-
pectations for their experience in that room.

Students are encouraged to share any good things with the class,
whether that be in their home life, school career or elsewhere. In just
over a week, students have already been noticing the change that this
program is having on how we are treating each other, and is helping us
recognize hurtful behavior.

Another exciting new program being developed in Cass City is the
anti-vaping campaign that is being called “We Are Not Fish”.
The campaign’s focus is to spread awareness on the negative physical

and social effects of vaping. It includes brochures, posters, presenta-
tions, T-shirts and more. It is mainly targeted towards high school and
middle school students, but also provides beneficial information for par-
ents and younger students.
Also new to the school is the peer mentoring class, previously run by

Amy Tamlyn and Tessa Campbell. This class kicked off in the second
semester of the 2018-19 school year, headed by Campbell and Ryan
Walker.

The class is composed of high school students who serve as mentors
for elementary and junior high students. They join in on lunches in both
schools to bond with students and form friendships.

Most students appreciate the initiatives to make our school a better,
safer, healthier place to learn and grow.

would not be practical to transform the existing jail into a modern fa-
cility.

In the end, the study concluded the county should look at financing a
new jail facility.
As a result, Tuscola County commissioners hired Byce Engineers and

Architects to prepare a jail feasibility study at a cost of $17,500, which
will be paid for with funds from the county’s Jail Capital Improvement
Fund.
The architectural firm asked jail officials to compile information for a

statistical analysis of the jail’s current and future needs – information
that will be used to draft the firm’s recommendations.

There have been several discussions regarding whether or not a new
jail that will meet current needs can built in the facility’s current loca-
tion.
“We were assured it will and that keeping it here will save millions of

dollars in the long haul. If moved off site, we would still have to build
a holding area and secure parking for transport vans and temporary lock
up facilities for those awaiting court,” Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent explained.

“One of the delays in the analysis is that some of the information the
architect needs is only obtained by manually going over daily reports
(covering a period of) years,” he said. “Our antiquated jail management
program does not achieve this data. As soon as they get all of the infor-
mation, which should be very soon, we will set up another meeting.”

According to Skrent, the meeting is expected to focus on discussion
of the amount of square footage that is needed, the needs of the road
patrol and administrators, and lobby design.

“I think it is time to request others to attend the meetings. However,
there are security issues that I don’t think should be publicly revealed,”
noted Skrent, who would like to hear input from the Caro City manager,
county prosecutor’s office, county commissioners, county controller-
administrator, adult probation, and those who provide health services
at the jail.
“Their input would be helpful,” Skrent said. “(However), Byce noted

that, from their experience, having too many (people involved) in the
planning stages will bring everything to a crawl and cause some chaos.”
For several decades, commissioners have used a “band-aid approach”

to fix the jail’s infrastructure issues, despite recommendations over the
years that a new jail should be built. However, financial considerations
have proven to be a big roadblock.

The jail, at 420
Court St., Caro,
was built in
1966 with a 46-
bed capacity.
The facility has
undergone sev-
eral renovations.
In 1988, up-
grades were
completed to ex-
pand capacity to
56 beds. In

1997, major renovations and an addition were tackled to create an 80-
bed facility. And, interior renovations were done five years ago to create
12 more beds for a total of 92 beds due to constant overcrowding.
Even those improvements are showing their age now, and finding parts

for repairs has become a significant challenge.
At the same time, it’s difficult to meet new regulations. Inmates, for

example, must now be afforded a private conference room area to talk
to their attorney, Department of Health and Human Service workers,
mental health service staff, clergy and representatives of various other
agencies. In order to meet that requirement, a storage closet was con-
verted into meeting space.

Another consideration is that over the last few years, there has been
an increase of females being incarcerated. Aside from separating in-
mates by gender, they also have to be separated by security classifica-
tion, risk, custody level and type of crime.

“The facility is not staffed as it could be to meet the requirements,”
states the assessment report. “The lack of staffing puts the staff and in-
mate population at a higher risk.”
“The jail’s usefulness is at a juncture where something has to be done,”

said Commissioner Tom Young, who pointed out that the jail is under-
staffed, outdated, inadequate in size and has security issues.
Commissioners have tried to address the issue twice over the last two

decades by approaching voters for additional funding, but those pro-
posals have failed.

Continued from page one.

Jail needs assessment still on

County, where Harbor Beach Dis-
trict Library will be hosting show-
ings of the films.
The motto of the MANHATTAN

SHORT Film Festival is “one
world-one week-one festival” dur-
ing which an estimated 100,000
film lovers in more than 350 cities
will gather to view and vote on the
finalist films.

Last year, two of the films from
MANHATTAN SHORT were
short listed (final ten) for the Os-
cars.

“Thanks to a generous donation
by the Pinney Foundation, this
event is offered free of charge to
those attending at Rawson Memo-
rial District Library,” Steele said.
“Attendees receive a ballot to vote
for their favorite film and actor.
Votes are tallied and sent to the
MANHATTEN SHORT New
York City headquarters.

“Does every vote count? Ab-
solutely, in 2011 there were
73,000 recorded votes with only
127 votes separating first and sec-
ond places. So, yes, every vote
counts,” she added.

MANHATTAN SHORT began
in late September 1998 when Nick
Mason attached a screen to the
side of a truck on Mulberry Street
in New York City and projected
16 short films to an audience of
about 300 New Yorkers scattered
in the street.
Since then it has gained popular-

ity around the world, and last year
Mason decided to include libraries
as venues.

“Attendees at Rawson Library
enjoyed the experience so much,
it was decided to host the 22nd
film festival so even more Thumb
residents can participate in this ex-
ceptional cultural event,” Steele
said.
Area residents can visit the web-

site www.manhattanshort.com for
a complete listing of venues and
to view the movie trailer high-
lighting all of the films that will be
shown this year.
More information is available by

calling Rawson Memorial District
Library at (989) 872-2856.

Continued from page one.

Library set to 
host film fest

Earl (Donna) Roth of Milwaukee,
WI. 
Harold was preceded in death by

his sisters:  Joann Lanaghan and
Nancy Wartman; and brother,
Joseph Roth, Jr.      

A graveside service will be held
at a later date.  

Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery.  Memorials
may be made to a Charity of the
Donor’s Choice. 

Family and friends may share
memories, prayers and photos
with the family at www.kranzfu-
neralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Jacob Smith

Jacob Adam Smith, 38, of Cass
City, died Monday, September 2,
2019 from injuries sustained in an
automobile accident in Sanilac
County.  
He was born October 30, 1980 in

West Palm Beach, FL to R.C. and
Arlene (Hampton) Smith.     

Jacob moved to Michigan in
1997 and attended Owen-Gage
High School.  

He was employed at Serenus
Johnson Construction of Bay City
as a carpenter.  Jacob was a mem-
ber of Carpenter’s Union Local
#706.  An ambitious, charismatic
and outgoing man, Jacob was al-
ways trying to make others smile.
He was a selfless man who was al-
ways willing to help others.  Jacob
had a passion for music, animals,
nature and loved sharing it with
those closest to him, especially
children.  He had a drive in him
for hard work and dedication to
family, but believed there was al-
ways time to fish.  Jacob was
loved and will be missed by so
many.    

Jacob is survived by his son,
Tristin Smith; daughters: Kyra
Smith and Keirstynn Brown; fi-

ancé, Mary Lancaster of Cass
City; her children: Kroy and
Ridge; daughter, Lyric due in Oc-
tober; father, R.C.(Tammy) Smith
of Decker; step-father, Brian
Heiter of Essexville; sisters:
Danielle (David) Beebe of Bay
City and Courtney Smith of Cass
City; brothers: R.C. Logan Smith

of Marquette and Deereng (Re-
becca) Smith of Cass City; several
nieces and nephews; and his ador-
ing and faithful dog, Molly Mae. 

He was preceded in death by his
mother, Arlene Heiter; sister, Thea
Smith; and brother, Christopher
Smith.        
Visitation will be held from 10 to

11 a.m. on Tuesday, September
17, at Cass City Missionary
Church.

A memorial service will be held
at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, September
17, in Cass City Missionary
Church with Pastor Phil Burkett
officiating.    

Memorials may be made to
Kranz Funeral Home for the ben-
efit of his family.  Family and
friends may share memories,
prayers and photos with the fam-
ily at 
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Never too late to tattle

Tuscola County. The Eastern Massasauga Rat-
tlesnake prefers life in swampy areas and near water.
For over 60 years I never, ever tattled… until now.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Between the recent article I wrote about snakes and
the unusual amount of postings about snakes on
Facebook, I’ve been thinking about a childhood in-
cident that left scars.

There have been postings about snakes swimming
in lakes, in swimming pools, snake hunting, snake
festivals, about the different variety of snakes, and a
local snake spotting.

I came across a news article that I think was in a
Florida newspaper, about how a park service ramped
up efforts to combat pythons that invaded the park.
The park wanted to hire state-contracted python
hunters to kill snakes with a shotgun. They wanted
to hire between 40 to 120 hunters to do that. They
must have one heck of a snake problem!
And then there is the Texas Sweetwater Rattlesnake

Roundup. The event includes a rattlesnake parade, a
carnival, a Miss Snake Charmer Pageant and guided
rattlesnake hunts as well as bus tours to photograph
them. The event wraps up with concession stands of-
fering snake meat meals.
One posting I thought was kind of cool was about a

zombie snake. When they are scared or startled, they
roll over belly-up and pretend to be dead.
I recently learned that the Eastern Massasauga Rat-

tlesnake is Michigan’s only venomous snake. That is
supposed to be the kind of snake that was spotted in
the Cass City area last month.
This overload of snake information had me recalling

a childhood incident. My parents were fans of the tel-
evision show “Wagon Train.” One of the characters
on the show died from a snake bite. I was devastated.
It was shortly after seeing that show when I caught

my brother smoking behind the barn. When I was
running to the house to tattle, I forgot my parents
were gone and my brother was babysitting me. As I
was running, I fell in the tall grass in the barnyard.
There were two puncture marks in my knee. I started
crying because it hurt.

My brother sagely informed me I had received a
snake bite. I was terrified. I didn’t want to die like
the guy on “Wagon Train.”

He calmly informed me he could save my life be-
cause he was a smoker. He took out his lighter, made
a big show of heating the blade of his pocketknife,
and sliced my knee open. He proceeded to suck the
poison out, but not before he made me swear not to
tell our parents I caught him smoking.

It was only because he was a smoker that he had a
lighter to heat the blade to sterilize it to save my life,
so I should be grateful he is a smoker. I still have the
scar on my knee from where he cut me when he
“saved my life.”

For decades, I believed he had saved my life. That
was until I started writing an article about snakes, and
a wildlife biologist I was interviewing informed me
that it was basically impossible for me to get a poi-
sonous snake bite in the middle of farm country in
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Pickling the wrong
cucumbers a crime?

Guest editorial
by Emma Eisenman, research intern
Mackinac Center for Public Policy

It’s no secret that lawmaking is a complex process. And
yet, no matter the topic policymakers consider, the gov-
ernment should always set out with the same intention:
to serve the public and protect their rights.
Michigan carries some laws on its books, however, that

criminalize behavior that in no way threaten our rights
or safety. Two of the many rules created by the Michigan
Department of Agriculture, for example, call for crimi-
nal punishments.
The state has regulations for transporting and dispos-

ing of dead animals. This makes some sense: These rules
may help prevent disease, which protects public health.
And most elements of these rules also appear common-
sensical. They mandate, for example, that carcasses be
transported in sealed containers and not come in con-
tact with rivers, lakes and streams.

But the rules go way above and beyond that.
They are so detailed that a well-meaning person might

easily commit a crime by inadvertently violating one of
their particulars. For instance, vehicles used to trans-
port dead animals must “display a decal sticker issued
by the department … [in] the lower right corner of the
exterior surface of the door on the passenger side of the
vehicle.” This rule can help those charged with enforc-
ing the law do their job, but it is difficult to see how it
helps protect public safety. However, anyone who places
a sticker on the lower left corner of the passenger door
rather than the right corner is guilty of a crime.

Michigan also regulates cucumber pickling. These
rules mandate the size and quality of cucumbers that
may be used for pickling. Size is easily measured, but
quality is another issue. State rules require that cucum-
bers must be the color that “is typical of cucumbers for
pickling,” free of “any injury or defect which materially
affects pickling quality” and “not materially curved,
materially tapered . . . or otherwise materially mis-
shapen for pickling purposes.”

There’s clearly lots of room for interpretation within
these definitions. Nevertheless, cucumber picklers may
be criminally punished if they violate these subjective
standards.

Again, it’s not clear how these rules protect public
health and safety. Common sense would say that if a
pickler used oddly colored or formed cucumbers, con-
sumers would “punish” that company by not buying
from it.
Bottom line? The state’s rules appear to be duplicative

and unnecessary, yet anyone who violates them is a
criminal under the law.
Michigan policymakers should thoroughly review these

types of administrative rules and the punishments they
carry, and the state should consider removing rules that
are too subjective to effectively enforce or are clearly
unnecessary.
If rules and laws become so numerous and specific that

the average person cannot feasibly know or understand
them, respect for the law is weakened. And that, in turn,
really is a threat to the public.

Village Manager Debbie Powell was right on the
mark, when she called one of Cass City’s latest issues
Water Woes. 

Continuing, Powell informed me she wanted to pass
along some information concerning our newest and
biggest water well that the village has, Well #3.  The
flow monitoring for this well has dropped 44%, from
13.6 gal/minute in 2018 to 7.66 gal/minute in
2019.   We contacted Northern Pump and Well, for our
annual inspection and maintenance in May.  They are
recommending that we pull the pump, flush the well,
chemically treat it, and chlorinate it.  While the pump
is out, they would do maintenance on the pump as
well.  Our contractor is recommending the work be
done as soon as possible. The cost is approximately
$41,000, and it is not budgeted at this time.  
This problem with our biggest well is of great con-

cern.  The intake is plugged to some degree, and if the
pump was to overheat, then the Village would need a
new well.  Proposed cost of a new well is $250,000,
with an approximate 18 month waiting list for digging
a new well.  
With all these considerations, I have asked Dennis

McCabe to present on this matter at our Community
of the Whole meeting tonight (Wednesday, Sept. 11)
at 7:00 pm. The public is welcome to attend. 

**********       

Just like walking under a ladder, crossing paths with
a black cat or breaking a mirror, many people hold fast
to the belief that Friday the 13th brings bad luck.
Though it’s uncertain exactly when this particular tra-
dition began, negative superstitions have swirled
around the number 13 for centuries.
For instance, according to biblical tradition, 13 guests

attended the Last Supper, held on Maundy Thursday,
including Jesus and his 12 apostles (one of whom,
Judas, betrayed him). The next day, of course, was
Good Friday, the day of Jesus’ crucifixion.

The seating arrangement at the Last Supper is be-
lieved to have given rise to a
longstanding Christian superstition that having 13
guests at a table was a bad omen—specifically, that it
was courting death.
Though Friday’s negative associations are weaker,

some have suggested they also have roots in Christian
tradition: Just as Jesus was crucified on a Friday, Fri-
day was also said to be the day Eve gave Adam the
fateful apple from the Tree of Knowledge, as well as
the day Cain killed his brother, Abel.

So, if misfortune comes your way this Friday – re-
member I warned you.

**********   

We’ll never forget.
Today marks the 18th year of one of the darkest days

in American history. On September 11, 2001, 19 mili-
tants associated with the Islamic extremist group al
Qaeda hijacked four airplanes and carried out suicide
attacks against targets in the United States. Two of the
planes were flown into the twin towers of the World
Trade Center in New York City, a third plane hit the
Pentagon just outside Washington, D.C., and the fourth
plane crashed in a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
Almost 3,000 people were killed during the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks, which triggered major U.S. initiatives to
combat terrorism. 

***********

Here are a couple of ways you can help support Cass
City sports teams.
On Sunday, Sept. 15th, at the football field, the local

Youth Football & Cheer program is holding a pulled
pork lunch at noon. Cost is just $5 and will also include
a beverage, chips and desert (hot dogs are avaible in-
stead of pulled pork sandwiches, if desired).

Also planned is a silent auction and bake sale. Any
questions or to donate items for the auction, please feel
free to contact Samantha Gibbons at (989) 284-6527.
Also in the works, Athletic boosters in Cass City are

hosting a pancake breakfast at Rolling Hills Golf
course on Saturday, Sept, 28, from 9-11am. 

Tickets are $5 each and are available from most any
student athlete, or by contacting Kate Fernald at (989)
325-0487.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Jeffrey S. Bullard, 50, Warren,
pleaded no contest to domestic vi-
olence, second offense, Jan. 11 in
Akron Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Stephanie D. Pauly, 45, Clark-
ston, pleaded no contest to operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor and to two
counts of attempted assaulting, re-
sisting or obstructing a police of-
ficer June 17 in Kingston.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Amy M. Bearinger, 40, Caro,
pleaded guilty to charges of oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a high
BAC (blood alcohol content) and
to assaulting, resisting or obstruct-
ing a police officer July 11 in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Christopher M. Stuller, 42,
Mayville, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following his pleas
of no contest to charges of break-
ing and entering a building with
intent to commit larceny and three
counts of attempted assaulting, re-
sisting or obstructing a police of-
ficer Oct. 12, 2017, in Fremont
Township.

He was ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,458.

*Richard A. Coon, 21, Deford,
was sentenced to two to 15 years
in prison following his pleas of no
contest to domestic violence and
creation/delivery of a controlled
substance June 22 in Novesta
Township, and to creation/deliv-
ery of a controlled substance
March 26 in Almer Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $566.
*Timothy A. Buttleman, 33,

Cadiz, Ky., was sentenced to two
days in the county jail following
his plea of illegal sale/use of a fi-
nancial transaction device July 16,
2011, in Mayville.
He was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008.

*Brittni F. Barette, 28, Vassar,
was sentenced to 150 days in jail
following her pleas of guilty to
possession of methampheta-
mine/Ecstasy and operating a

motor vehicle with the presence
of a controlled substance in her
body June 30, 2108, in Caro.
She was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,158.
*Jane E. Williams, 48, Cass City,

was sentenced to 18 months to 10
years in prison following her
pleas of no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
and to assaulting, resisting or ob-
structing a police officer April 24
in Kingston Township. She was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, she
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $326.

*Aaron R. Loesel, 30, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to illegal sale/use
of a financial transaction device
between July 24 and Sept. 3,
2018, in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Eric V. Navarro, 37, Sandusky,
pleaded no contest to writing a
no-account check for $345.17
June 23, 2017, in Mayville. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Courtney E. Bedell, Jr., 50,
Millington, pleaded guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Feb. 10 in Millington. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more

prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $30,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Christopher M. Kuhl, 33,
Mayville, pleaded no contest to
two counts of third degree crimi-
nal sexual conduct involving
force or coercion, and two counts
of domestic violence June 29 in
Mayville. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$100,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.
*Brandi K. Lasiewicki, 40, Caro,

received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following her plea of no
contest to embezzling $20,000 to
$50,000 from a vulnerable adult
between Jan. 1, 2015, and April
30, 2018, in Caro.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling 258. Restitution in
the case is to be determined.

*Eric R. Lasiewicki, 42, Caro,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no
contest to embezzling $20,000 to
$50,000 from a vulnerable adult
between Jan. 1, 2015, and April
30, 2018, in Caro.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,008. Restitution
in the case is to be determined.

*William D. Street, 40, Caro,
was sentenced to two days in jail
following his pleas of no contest
to domestic violence and posses-
sion of a controlled substance
Nov. 10 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $685.
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����		�� Michigan the first state to ban
flavored vaping products now

Michigan became the first state
in the nation to enact a statewide
ban on some vaping products last
week.
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer took ag-

gressive action to protect Michi-
gan kids from the harmful effects
of vaping by banning flavored
nicotine vaping products.

According to a news release is-
sued by Whitmer’s office, the
governor, after Chief Medical Ex-
ecutive Dr. Joneigh Khaldun con-
cluded youth vaping constitutes a
public health emergency, ordered
the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) to issue emergency
rules to ban the sale of flavored
nicotine vaping products in retail
stores and online.

The ban also extends to what
Whitmer called the misleading
marketing of vaping products, in-
cluding the use of terms like
“clean,” “safe,” and “healthy” that
perpetuate beliefs that these prod-
ucts are harmless. And, Whitmer
ordered MDHHS officials to en-
force an existing statute to pro-
hibit the advertising of vapor
products on billboards.

“As governor, my number one
priority is keeping our kids safe,”
Whitmer stated in the release.
“And right now, companies sell-
ing vaping products are using
candy flavors to hook children on
nicotine and misleading claims to
promote the belief that these prod-

ucts are safe.
“That ends today,” Whitmer said

Wednesday. “Our kids deserve
leaders who are going to fight to
protect them. These bold steps
will finally put an end to these ir-
responsible and deceptive prac-
tices and protect Michiganders’
public health.”

“Gov. Whitmer has taken bold
and appropriate action in response
to the epidemic of youth e-ciga-
rette use,” said Nancy Brown,
CEO of the American Heart Asso-
ciation. “In the absence of robust
regulation by the Food and Drug
Administration, we know shock-
ingly little about the health impact
of e-cigarettes being widely mar-
keted to youth and adults.

“The recent outbreak of respira-
tory illnesses associated with e-
cigarette use has only added to the
uncertainty and increased the need
for immediate action. What we do
know is nicotine is highly addic-
tive and has adverse effects on the
developing brain, and flavors
strongly appeal to youth,” Brown
added.
“Gov. Whitmer’s action will pro-

tect Michiganders, particularly the
state’s youth, from the known and
unknown potential health risks of
e-cigarette use. We urge the FDA
to move urgently to protect public
health and exercise strict oversight
over all e-cigarette products.”

In June, Whitmer signed Senate
Bills 106 and 155, which clarify

that it is illegal to sell e-cigarettes
and other non-traditional nicotine
products to minors.

In her signing message to the
Legislature, she criticized law-
makers for not going far enough
to protect Michigan’s kids from
nicotine addiction, calling the
marketing, packaging, and taste of
e-cigarettes a “bait-and-switch”
engineered to “create new nico-
tine addicts.”

“In the past few years, we’ve
seen an explosive increase in the
number of Michigan kids exposed
to vaping products,” said Khal-
dun, who also serves as chief
deputy director for health at
MDHHS. “This is a public health
crisis. These products can contain
harmful chemicals that put our
kids’ health at risk. I’m looking
forward to working with Gov.
Whitmer to mitigate these effects
and keep our kids healthy.”

From 2017 to 2018, e-cigarette
use spiked 78 percent among high
school students and 48 percent
among middle school students. In
2018, more than 3.6 million chil-
dren in the United States – one in
five high school students and one
in 20 middle school students —
were regular users.

Health officials say those rates
are still climbing, likely fueled by
the availability of flavors akin to
apple juice, bubble gum, and
Nerds.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

“Failure is never
fatal -- Churchill

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Area resident Benjamin Good
was recently awarded an Albion
College Webster Scholarship
worth $18,500. The award recog-
nizes students with superior high
school academic achievements
and potential for collegiate suc-
cess.
“We are pleased to recognize the

outstanding performance of in-
coming students, who have done
excellent work in high school and
show promise for academic suc-
cess here,” said Admission Direc-
tor Mandy Dubiel. “We partner
with families to make an Albion
College education affordable -
one of the most important invest-
ments they can make in their stu-
dent’s future.”

Good is the son of David and
Julie Good of Gagetown and is a
graduate of Owen-Gage High
School.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Clark P. Walsh has entered Basic
Cadet Training at the U.S. Air
Force Academy, Colorado
Springs, Colo., in preparation to
enter the first academic year at the
academy. The 6-week, 2-phased
orientation program must be suc-
cessfully completed by the cadets
prior to entering their freshman
year. Phase one involves personal
in-processing, orientation and
training in the fundamentals of
being a cadet. They complete the
obstacle, confidence, assault and
leadership reaction courses, and
participate in a rescue mission
termed Operation Warrior. Walsh
is the son of Rodney and Nanette
Walsh of Ubly. He is a 2009 grad-
uate of Cass City High School. 

Jeffery B. Cartwright of Mid-
land, formerly of Cass City, has
completed his high school educa-
tion through Stratford Career In-
stitute of St. Albans, Vt.
Cartwright attended Cass City
Schools leaving in his sophomore
year. He is currently employed
with Care Systems of Midland,
and speed skates with the Sonic
Jets of Essexville. Cartwright is
the son of Louisa Cartwright of
Bay City, formerly of Cass City,
and the father of Preston
Cartwright of Auburn, also for-
merly of Cass City.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

The Hills and Dales General
Hospital Employee of the Month
is Micky Kramer. Micky is a Reg-
istered Nurse and evening super-
visor. She is also a certified
emergency nurse and an HIV
counselor. She has been a part of
the Hills and Dales team for eight
years. In her free time, Micky en-
joys spending time at home with
her family and friends, cooking,
baking, gardening and cross
stitching. She grew up in the town
of Ubly and now resides in Bad
Axe.

Tuscola County Bean queen
Tanya Muntz, Cass City, was
crowned Michigan Bean Queen
during the Michigan Bean Festi-
val Sept. 2 in Fairgrove. Muntz,
who won a $1,500 scholarship, is
a graduate of Owen-Gage High
School. The daughter of Janet
Muntz and the late Howard
Muntz, she currently attends Fer-
ris State University. 
Saginaw Valley State University

announced this week that Janet
Elizabeth Bryant of Cass City was
one of 224 students to complete
degree requirements during the
summer session. She earned a
Master of Science nursing degree. 

Mrs. Irvin Kritzman and daugh-
ters, Heidi, Jane and Gretchen, of
Kawkawlin, brought Mrs. Kritz-
man’s mother, Mrs. Howard
Loomis, home Sunday after she
had spent several days at
Kawkawlin. Mrs. Loomis, Mrs.
Kritzman and daughters were
Sunday dinner guests of Mr. and
Mrs. David Loomis and sons.

The Cass City Lions Club in-
stalled officers Monday night at
its regular meeting at Martin’s
Restaurant. Secretary Tim Grass-
man, President Dr. Ed Scollon,
District Governor Orv. Zorn,
Treasurer Larry Davis, 1st Vice-
President Rog Marshall and 3rd
vice-president Tom Herron, Di-
rector Ken Maharg, Tail Twister
George Janssen, Director Al Mc-
Donald.

A Cass City girl, Linda Calka,
may be among the first girls ever
to graduate from the prestigious
Harvard University. Miss Calka is
presently attending night classes
at Harvard with an eye towards
regular enrollment next year
when she will be due to graduate.
The Cass City High School grad-
uate transferred to Harvard from
the University of Michigan.
While at Michigan she had been
accepted into the honors college
where outstanding students were
not required to attend classes and
advanced by individual study.
Miss Calka’s major is interna-
tional relations and foreign stud-
ies. She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. B. A. Calka of Cass City.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Miss Helen Kelly, R. N., assis-
tant to Dr. H. T. Donahue at Pleas-
ant Home hospital, Cass City, has
been selected by officers of the
Tuscola County Chapter of the
National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis to attend the D. T. Wat-
son School of Physical Therapy
which is affiliated with the Uni-
versity of Pittsburg School of
Medicine at Leetsdale, Pa. Miss
Kelly will attend the Watson
school for two weeks’ study of the
treatment of infantile paralysis,
starting Sept. 15, at the expense of
the Tuscola county chapter and on
her return will be available for
emergency treatments and will
teach other registered nurses and
anyone interested in learning the
hot pack or Kenny method of
treatment.

Sunday guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Dorsch were S/Sgt. Vern El-
ston, who arrived in Flint last Sat-
urday after 37 months of overseas
service in North Africa and Italy,
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Elston and
daughter, Marion, and Mr. and
Mrs. Harvey McDonald and son,
Jack, all of Flint. S/Sgt. Elston
will leave for Lincoln, Nebraska,
Oct. 1 where he will assume in-
structor’s duties.
Mr. and Mrs. George Purdy have

sold their farm east and south of
town to Edward A. Schmidt of
Detroit and are painting and dec-
orating their home in town which
they recently purchased from
Sheriff Julius Goslin. They expect
to have their home ready for oc-
cupancy Nov. 1.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)
Erwein Zemke and Miss Bertha

Zemke motored to Caro Tuesday
where they were joined by Mr.
and Mrs. Otto Zemke and Miss
Millar on a trip to Saginaw. The
party enjoyed the style show at
the auditorium in that city.
Dr. and Mrs. J. T. Redwine’s res-

idence on Seeger St. was the
scene of a pretty surprise party
Friday evening in compliment to
Mrs. Redwine’s sister, Myrtle
Cawthon, of Glenville, W. Va.,
who is visiting here. The evening
was spent in games and girlish
chatter and dainty light refresh-
ments were served. The party
consisted of the honor guest, Miss
Cawthon, Lottie West, Lois
Benkelman, Eva Brackenbury,
Mildred Fritz, Belva Tibbals,
Alexandria McKenzie, Aletha
Seed, Ruby and Pearl Marshall
and Marjorie Ohls.
Chris Schwaderer has purchased

the Fred Bardwell 136-acre farm
just west of Cass City for
$12,000.

Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class
Dean P. Sheckles, a 1987 graduate
of Kingston Community High
School, recently reported for duty
at the Atlantic Fleet Headquarters
Support Activity, Norfolk, Va. He
joined the Navy in July 1994

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Mr. and Mrs. John Asher of Fort
Myers, Fla., are the parents of a
second daughter, born Thursday,
Aug. 30. She weighed eight
pounds and four ounces and is
named Lesli Ann. She joins a sis-
ter, Christi, and brother, Aaron.
Mrs. Pearl Venema has been
spending some time with her
daughter, Doreen Asher and fam-
ily. Lesli Ann was born on her
parents’ wedding anniversary.
Mrs. M.B. Auten and her daugh-

ter, Mrs. Tom Craig, returned
home Aug. 30 from a three-week
trip to England and Scotland.
They were among a group of 28
making the trip which was spon-
sored by the University of Michi-
gan Alumni Association. The trip
included a four-day stay in Lon-
don.

George Cooklin, Cass City, ex-
hibited the grand champion York-
shire and Hampshire sows at the
Michigan State Fair. State fair of-
ficials said that swine breeding
stock are evaluated on conforma-
tion, soundness, growth and use-
fulness to the swine industry. 
Michelle Tkacz and brothers, Joe

and Mike, returned to their home
Aug. 29 after visiting three weeks
with their aunt, Trudy Tkacz, in
Durand. They also visited their fa-
ther, Mike Tkacz, of Flint and
their brother, Kevin Clark. They
are the children of Geneva
Schember of Owendale and
grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Pierce of Sebewaing.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Jill Margaret Perlaki, infant
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Per-
laki, was baptized Sunday morn-
ing in Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. Rebecca Lee Papp, infant
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Papp, who was baptized in the
hospital in June, Was also in-
cluded in the baptismal cere-
monies. 
Mrs. John Guinther was honored

at a surprise open house Sunday,
celebrating her 80th birthday.
About 80 guests greeted her at her
home, where cake, ice cream and
punch were served. The affair was
planned by members of her fam-
ily.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Geiger an-

nounce the birth of their fourth
grandchild, Josiah Michael, 7
pounds and 7 ounces, born to Mr.
and Mrs. John (Sally) Spencer of
Lansing Sept. 12.

Mrs. Shirley Russell of Cass
City announces the engagement
of her daughter, Mary Lee, to Joe
Duane Kirklin, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Herbert Kirklin of Oxford.
Mary Lee is the daughter of the
late Keith Russell. She is a 1972
graduate of Cass City High
School and is currently employed
at Walbro Corp. Joe is a 1972
graduate of Oxford High School
and is employed at General Mo-
tors Truck and Coach in Pontiac.
A May wedding is planned. 

The drained Helen Stevens Me-
morial Pool was a fitting place for
the Cass City Lions Club to pres-
ent the last of three $1,000 checks
last Thursday as its contribution
to help finance construction of the
pool. Presenting it to Zonta Club
Treasurer Marie Rach was Lions
President Jim Guinther. Looking
on is Lions Treasurer Bob
Copeland. Zonta Club started the
pool fund, which collected
$20,942 in pledges from clubs
and individuals. 

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Mr. and Mrs. James Knechtel of
Pontiac are the parents of a
daughter, Barbara Joan. The baby
weighed 7 1/2 pounds when born
Sept. 12. The Knechtels have two
sons, Ricky and Scotty. Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Harbec of Cass City and
Mrs. Milton Knechtel of Elkton
are the grandparents. 

“Success is stumbling from failure to failure with no loss of enthusi-
asm.”
—Winston Churchill

It’s a shame that I had to live on this planet for so many years before
I finally grasped and accepted some pretty simple – but vital – lessons
on living.

I wonder if there are others out there in my age bracket (closer to 60
than most of us would like to admit), who are lamenting the same feel-
ing of, if only I knew then what I know now.
I’m talking about a few basic truths, like the fact that we spend far too

much time stewing about our pasts and shortcomings, all the while as-
suming that the folks next door or down the street really have everything
figured out because they seem near perfect – raising perfect families,
excelling at perfect jobs, making the perfect income and preparing for
the perfect future.

And then you learn they struggle with some of the same challenges
you’ve faced and (hopefully) overcome.

Resentment is another issue that stymied me for years.
Why does it take so long for us to finally figure out that bottled up

anger at someone else only hurts you, and that the person(s) your upset
with might be more in need of a prayer from you than an outburst of
that anger?

Many people spend years trying to fill emotional holes in their lives
with things, when the truth is, no amount of material possessions or
mind-altering substances will ever come close to bringing the satisfac-
tion they crave.
For me, probably the greatest challenge to overcome has been a fero-

cious drive to succeed at life, especially in my career.
Try as I might, I’ve never been able to trace the origins of what I can

only describe as an unhealthy fear of failure. In my defense, no one
likes to fail. Failure doesn’t feel good, it costs time, effort and a chunk
of dignity, and it’s never easy to bounce back, right?

But especially during my college years and in my first years on the
job as a reporter, I simply could not fathom failure in my chosen career,
because that would mean failure to support my family and, worse, prove
that I had no worth apart from ability to do my job.

So, I drove myself. Hard. To the point of physical and emotional ex-
haustion. And, later, I discovered alcohol enabled me to live with failure
– or even the hint that I might fail — at least for a little while (spoiler
alert: that never works).

Ironically, in the process, I ended up letting down the people I cared
about and respected the most.

I wish someone had sat me down years ago and explained the simple
truth about failure: it’s an inevitable part of life, everyone fails, and fail-
ure can make you much more successful in all areas of life because of
the lessons it teaches – the value of perseverance, determination, think-
ing outside the box, etc.
Most importantly, it’s okay to fail.
Churchill was right when he said, “Success is never final. Failure is

never fatal. It is the courage to continue that counts.”
These days, I can live with blowing it now and then, even if it did take

me decades to figure it out.
There’s no shame in that.
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GLEN ROTH (left) was recently presented with a

state resolution by state Rep. Phil Green for his two

decades of service to the Tuscola County Economic

Development Corporation as well as years of civic

involvement in the community.

Lawmakers honor Glen Roth
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

A man who quietly works behind
the scenes was recently recog-
nized with a state resolution hon-
oring his service to Tuscola
County.

State Rep. Phil Green (R-
Millington) presented Glen Roth
with a state resolution honoring
his 20 years of service as the of-
fice manager for the Tuscola
County Economic Development
Corporation (EDC).
“We take this opportunity to rec-

ognize the dedication that Glen
Roth has towards the betterment
of Tuscola County and the work
that the Tuscola County EDC has
done for raising the quality of life
in the community,” said Green

reading from the resolution. “In
his spare time, Glen has served as
the treasurer of Tuscola County
Right to Life and helps with all
pro-life projects of the group.”

Roth, who has also volunteered
his time as a big brother for the
Thumb Area Big Brothers and
Sisters program, is founder of the
Roth Business Development Cen-
ter in Caro.

He was honored a few years ago
as a Tuscola Star during the an-
nual Tuscola Stars volunteer
recognition program.

“We offer our thanks and grati-
tude for all that Glen Roth has
done through the Economic De-
velopment Corporation and his
time and effort in being an in-
volved member of the commu-
nity,” Green said.
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Sanilac County secures
$129,836 in grant funds
to expand its recycling  

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE) officials recently announced the awarding of infrastructure
grants totaling $1.23 million that will improve and expand recycling
programs in eight Lower Peninsula counties.

The recipients include Sanilac County, which will receive $129,836
in funding to expand its recycling collection program by adding storage
that will enable staff to accept recyclable materials that are currently
not being collected, and increase recycling collection locations through-
out the county.

The state grants are designed to support the new Know It Before You
Throw It campaign, EGLE’s first-ever statewide effort to better inform
Michiganders of what can – and cannot – be recycled and how to recy-
cle correctly.
“We want to inspire and inform more people than ever before in Michi-

gan about how to recycle better and more frequently,” said EGLE Di-
rector Liesl Clark.

“’Know It Before You Throw It’ is a first-of-its-kind campaign for
Michigan that offers multiple benefits. Increasing recycling and im-
proving the quality of materials we’re recycling saves energy, reduces
water use, decreases greenhouse gases, conserves resources and trans-
lates into local jobs,” Clark added.

EGLE’s goal is to increase awareness of cleaner recycling practices
to reduce the amount of contaminated materials improperly going into
recycling bins. The state also wants to double Michigan’s recycling rate
to 30 percent by 2025, and ultimately reach 45 percent annually.

Michigan’s current recycling rate of 15 percent is the lowest in the
Great Lakes region and ranks among the nation’s lowest.

Achieving EGLE’s 30 percent recycling goal would produce a
statewide total of as many as 12,986 jobs, which translates into an eco-
nomic impact of up to $300 million annually, according to the Expand-
ing Recycling in Michigan Report prepared for the Michigan Recycling
Partnership.

The $1.23 million in grants unveiled last week are among 26 grants
totaling more than $5.96 million EGLE is allocating this year that will
serve 16 counties covering every region of the state.

Recycling in Michigan is receiving a major boost as state legislators
in an overwhelmingly bipartisan move have increased EGLE’s funding
for recycling from $2 million last year to $15 million in 2019. The extra
funds will support development of recycling markets, increase access
to recycling opportunities and reinforce planning efforts to grow recy-
cling at the local level.

More information about the Know It Before You Throw It education
campaign is available on the website RecyclingRaccoons.org.
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News briefs
Meet focus on healthy babies
CARO — The Tuscola County Health Department is coordinating a
Perinatal Quality Assurance Project town hall meeting Tuesday, Sept.
17, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology Center, 1401
Cleaver Rd., Caro.

The meeting is open to anyone who is interested or concerned about
the health of mothers and babies.

The more input officials have, the better outcomes and healthier be-
ginnings for babies, said Ann Hepfer, health director for the health de-
partments in Tuscola and Huron counties.
Mothers and babies are dying from preventable causes.
According to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services’

(MDHHS) Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics, Summary
of 2017 Infant Death Statistics, roughly 90 women die each year in
Michigan during pregnancy, during delivery, or within a year after the
end of their pregnancies. And, in 2017, there were 762 infants who died
before their first birthdays.
The vision of the local improvement plan is: Zero preventable deaths.

Zero health disparities.
The plan can be viewed at the following link:

https:llwww.michigan.gov/documents/mcihhs/MIHEIP Final Draft Ap-
proved.

Kingston Schools offers tutoring
KINGSTON — Even though the 2019-20 school year just started, the
Kingston School District is offering programs for students who need
some extra help.
Free tutoring for high school students will be available before and after

school. Morning tutoring will be from 7:30 to 7:55 each day, and after-
school tutoring is from 3 to 4 p.m.
The help is free and the teachers can help in all subject areas.

Daley in Cass City for office hours
CASS CITY – State Senator Kevin Daley (R-Lum) will host constituent
hours in the 31st District Friday, Sept. 13.
The senator, whose district includes Tuscola County, will be at Rawson

Memorial District Library, 6495 Pine St., Cass City, 11 a.m. to noon.

Rain needed for Owendale project
OWENDALE — Because some of the streets in the village of Owen-
dale are gravel, grading is an on-going need, but the best time to tackle
the work is after it rains so the ground is softened. When crews are able
to grade, they will also be filling potholes.

In other business, village officials recently revised the community’s
weed control ordinance.
“We lowered the allowed height of grass and weeds to six inches from

10 inches,” explained village Clerk Randall Howard, who noted the vil-
lage council is also exploring the possibility of installing some stop
signs.

Suicide prevention walk slated
PORT AUSTIN — The Huron County Suicide Prevention Coalition
will host its eighth annual Walk For Awareness at the Huron County
Nature Center.
The walk will be Saturday, Sept. 14. Registration starts at 9 a.m., with

a program getting underway at 9:30 a.m.
The guest speaker will be former Detroit Lion quarterback Eric Hipple,

who is a suicide survivor and outreach specialist with the University of
Michigan Depression Center.
Participants are invited to walk at their own pace through the Memorial

Garden along a small, unpaved loop. The closing ceremony will include
readings and butterfly release.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Whether someone keeps medical
marijuana or recreational mari-
juana around their home, keeping
it out of the hands of children is
important.

There are special lock boxes to
help with that.
Just like other prescription drugs,

caution should be used to assure
marijuana is out of the reach of
children, said Ann Hepfer, health
director for both the Tuscola and
Huron county health departments.

“We do have a limited supply of
lock boxes available free of
charge while supplies last,” Hep-
fer added. “They are available on
a first come, first served basis at
the health department.”

The Tuscola County Health De-
partment, located at 1309 Cleaver
Rd., Caro, is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. (closed for lunch from noon
to 12:30 p.m.).

Medical marijuana is legal in
more than half the states across
the nation, but that doesn’t mean
it should be treated casually. Like
alcohol and prescription medica-
tion, cannabis should be treated
seriously.

Michigan voters approved the
use of medical marijuana and fa-
cilities to process the drug. More
recently, the state’s voters ap-
proved recreational use of mari-
juana.

It’s up to individual municipali-
ties to decide if they wish to allow
or prohibit commercial marijuana
businesses.

In response to the new legisla-
tion, the group My Compassion
assembled the Michigan Medical
Marijuana Response Team specif-

ANN HEPFER, who serves as health director for

the health departments in Tuscola and Huron coun-

ties, displays available lock boxes for storage of

medical and recreational marijuana.

Pot lock boxes are available
ically to assist municipalities by
providing accurate information
they can trust when deciding to
opt in or opt out.

My Compassion is a nonprofit
organization that promotes re-
sponsible cannabis use. The or-
ganization provides community
outreach, education, and research
information on the medical bene-
fits of cannabis.

With more than 70 years com-
bined experience in the cannabis
industry, its team of professionals
— including attorneys, doctors,
nurses and social workers —
works hand in hand with patients,
dispensaries, healthcare providers

and communities in Michigan.
My Compassion officials say

public safety is a high priority for
their organization because it is
critical to the longevity and posi-
tive outcomes in any community
considering a cannabis program.

My Compassion welcomes the
opportunity to work with Michi-
gan municipalities including its
government officials, chief of po-
lice, fire chief, board of education,
health department and residents.

More information is available by
calling (884) 226-6200 or by vis-
iting the website
mycompassion.org.

Space at a premium -- Tuscola
County considering its options

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Storage space is once again at a
premium in Tuscola County.

According to Tuscola County
Clerk Jodi Fetting, in about a year
or less, record storage will reach
“critical mass” in her department.

It isn’t a new problem. Running
out of storage space has been an
issue on and off for more than 25
years in the county, despite having
more than a dozen buildings.

One of the biggest reasons for
lack of storage space is state reg-
ulations.

“State law requires I keep some
records forever,” Fetting said.
“And, other departments are also
required to keep records for a cer-
tain number of years or forever.”
While some county departments’

files can be purged after a certain
number of years depending on
state statute, other files — like the
ones in the clerk’s office — can-
not be purged, ever.”

In addition, some stored records
have to be kept close by for when
they are needed. Divorce cases
where there are children involved
fall into that category until the
children reach the age of 18 or 19.
Felony case files also have to be

readily available.
Another issue adding to the space

shortage are the files themselves
— more than 85 cases that have
several volumes that are inches
thick.

“There are several files that are
eight to 10 inches thick, and there
are some case files that have 15
volumes,” Fetting said of why her
department and some others need
more storage space.
Although the vital records of the

clerk’s office takes up the majority
of storage space in multiple
county buildings, the clerk’s office
isn’t the only department in need
of more room.
The drain commissioner’s office

and the controller’s office storage
spaces are both about maxed out.

“The 30-by-50-foot (auxiliary)
storage space is full. Every stor-
age space is about full,” said Mike
Miller, the county’s buildings and
maintenance director, noting the
issue has to be addressed by the
end of the year. “We are definitely
going to need more storage sooner
than later.”

Accomplishing that goal won’t
be cheap.

“Storage space for recorders has

to be in climate controlled (rooms)
with heating and cooling, has to
have a fire-suppression system,
and has to be secure,” Miller ex-
plained. He estimated such a facil-
ity, depending on size, could cost
about $275,000 or more.
According to county Controller-

Administrator Clayette Zechmeis-
ter, her department has a retention
schedule and purges files regu-
larly.
Over the years, departments have

microfilmed records and digitized
records whenever possible to save
space.

Officials have discussed storing
records in the salt mines near
Grand Rapids, but that option is
costly and wouldn’t address the
issue of having certain records
readily available to county
staffers.
In 2009, the clerk’s office started

digitizing criminal court cases, but
time, effort and money is neces-
sary to digitize the back caseload.
And, Fetting pointed out, “Doing
back filing is low priority.”

In 2011, the county purchased a
former business building – the
H.H. Purdy Building — at 125 W.
Lincoln St. in Caro in an effort to
alleviate the space issue. The fa-
cility houses the treasurer’s office,
register of deeds, drain office,
equalization and controller’s of-
fice.

The building’s purchase was
prompted by a major reorganiza-
tion of space when the friend of
the court moved from Green
Street to the courthouse in the area
that had housed the clerk’s office
and the treasurer’s office. The

move was approved in order to be
able to charge back more costs to
the state.
The area that had been the regis-

ter of deeds office became the
clerk’s office.

During discussion of the prob-
lem, a possible option for storage
space near the jail was proposed
— the county is in the process of
assessing jail needs, which may
include a new jail or an addition.

Depending on what is decided
with the jail, there may be an op-
portunity for some additional
space.

“At this point, until we know
about the jail, we can’t make any
plans,” Miller said.

Another consideration are costs
related to upkeep of the county’s
current buildings. Between build-
ings and grounds, the county owns
16 properties. The facilities in-
clude the annex, courthouse, MSU
Cooperative Extension, animal
control, health department, De-
partment of Health and Human
Services, dispatch, recycling, the
Michigan State Police post (which
the county owns and rents to the
state), the Grant Street pole build-
ing, the maintenance building, the
Purdy Building, the Luder Road
pole building, Vanderbilt Park,
and the jail.

The average annual cost of up-
keep for those properties is
roughly $300,000. And, those
costs, especially as the buildings
age, will increase. Over the next
decade, county officials expect to
spend a combined $3 million on
those costs.
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MEMBERS OF the Hills and Dales General Hospital Auxiliary include (front

row, from left) Marilyn Peters; Chris Allen, secretary; (back row, left) Georgia

Hammett (manager of messengers), Mary Ann Hirn (gift shop manager),

Dorothy Knight, treasurer; and Ruth Whittaker, president. (Photo courtesy of

Doug Julian, FP Horak)

Senior Movies on tap this month at library

Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in Cass City will host its
next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, Sept. 20, starting at 1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown are:
*”First Man On the Moon” –

Everyone knows Neil Armstrong
was the first to set foot on the
moon. But this modest and unas-
suming man was determined to
stay out of the spotlight, so the ex-
perience that led to his successful
command of Apollo 11 is not

widely known.
Seen through the eyes of those

that were close to him, this film
examines the man behind the
myth, and also reveals his unsung
achievements as a Navy combat
veteran and pioneer of high-speed
flight (60 minutes).

*”Russia: St. Petersburg” – Join
host Rudy Maxa on a tour of St.
Petersburg, which is unlike any
other city in Russia.
Explore this city of canals aboard

a private water taxi, sample the of-

ferings at the upscale Kuznechny
Market, and marvel at the opu-
lence of the Winter Palace and the
treasures of the Hermitage and
Russian Museums. Take a break at
a caviar bar, descend the famous
staircase at the historic Astoria
Hotel, and enjoy the playful
frenzy of fountains and waterfalls
in Peterhof (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.

combined $13,000 for new equipment and department needs at the hos-
pital.

The auxiliary initially approved $7,000 in purchases for the hospital
this year, then recently chipped in another $6,000, according to auxiliary
President Ruth Whittaker, a member of the organization since 1965.
“We just committed to two AEDs (automated external defibrillators) to
two of the offsite doctors offices, and a new high-low table” for the
physical therapy department, she explained.

Auxiliary members say they’re glad to be settled into their new gift
shop, which is located in the lobby and is back to regular business hours
– Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
While operating the gift shop is the group’s largest fundraiser, auxiliary

members also prepare and sell popcorn two to three days a week, serve
as messengers and deliver internal mail, and host smaller fundraisers
that include a jewelry sale, book sale, scrubs sale and an annual holiday
raffle/cookie walk.

Members also volunteer at Northwood Meadows and are always on
hand during various hospital events. Volunteers have also been known
to care for infants and youngsters in situations where a parent was un-
dergoing emergency treatment.

Danielle Blaine, Hills and Dales director of marketing, says the local
hospital auxiliary’s reputation for service was well earned from the start,
even before Hills and Dales opened its doors.
“Back then, they did tasks like sewing bed sheets, curtains, and prepar-

ing for the opening of the hospital,” Blaine said. “Since, they have taken
on any project or idea that comes their way.”

Auxiliary history

“We currently have 45 members. At our highest, we had about 101
(members),” said Whittaker, who shared a brief history of the volunteer
organization. Organized in November 1956, she added, the auxiliary’s
mission was – as it still is – to offer support to the hospital in any way
it can.
Less than a year after being founded, the auxiliary pledged $5,000 to-

wards the hospital building fund.
During the first years of its existence, the group contributed to the

landscaping of the hospital grounds, purchased two sewing machines,
did all the mending and made the patient gowns, racking up 320 hours
of mending work in 1967 alone. Another early project was making pup-
pets to distribute to pediatric patients and the donation of leather craft
projects for the older children.
Among the first major equipment purchases were two “isolettes” – in

1962 and 1966 — for premature babies. Later, another $11,000 in car-
diac and respiratory-related equipment was added. In 1968, the organ-
ization spent $5,000 to help equip the hospital physical therapy
department.
And the list goes on.
The auxiliary’s first gift shop was added in 1972 and relocated in 1980.
These days, the Hills and Dales Auxiliary’s contributions still come in

a variety of ways, including hosting six or more blood drives each year.
And they continue to tackle one fundraiser after another.
“All of the money raised is used for the needs of the hospital. The new

items purchased benefit all of our patients, and often family members,
too,” Blaine said. In 2016, for example, the organization donated more
than $8,000 in new items and 5,553 hours of their time to the hospital.
And those contributions add up.
Between 2006 and 2016, the auxiliary purchased more than $148,000

worth of equipment and items for the hospital, including a chair scale
for the med/surg unit, blanket warmers for radiology and surgery, a
Vapotherm Precision Flow Unit for respiratory therapy, new furniture
for the swing bed program activity room, stretchers for the operating
room, wide reclining blood draw chair for the lab department, overhead
heating and cooling system for the lobby area, whiteboards for patient
rooms, automatic sliding glass doors in the front entrance of the hospi-
tal, overstuffed recliners for the second floor, operating room and gen-
eral orthopedic surgical instruments, microscopes, tables and chairs, a
bike stand, updated laptop computers, infant scales and step-on scales
for the ER, and a “tono-pen” for the ER physicians to use for measuring
eye pressure.

The tradition continues

More recently, as plans for the hospital’s recently-completed renova-
tion and expansion unfolded, the auxiliary was ready to lend its full
support, pledging $11,500 towards the $6 million project, which was
completed early this year.

The auxiliary made good on that pledge in 2017, according to Whit-
taker. “Plus, we had about $4,600 in equipment donations that year,”
she said.

While the current membership continues to give back to the hospital
in a big way year in and year out, member Mary Ann Hirn pointed out
there’s always room for more individuals – men are welcome, too —
to join and lend a hand.
“Our membership is open to everybody. We just ask that they volunteer

20 hours a year,” explained Hirn, who joined the auxiliary 22 years ago
and heads up the gift shop operation. She added membership dues are
just $5 a year, $10 for those who aren’t able to meet the volunteer hours
requirement.
The auxiliary meets on the fourth Monday of each month (except July

and August) at 11:30 a.m. at Gilligan’s in Cass City. Membership pack-
ets are available at the hospital gift shop or by calling Kerry Brown at
(989) 912-6319.

“These women are a true testament of serving the community.  They
give of their time, resources, knowledge and skills every day. The list
is endless. It really is,” Blaine said.

Jean Anthony, Hills and Dales president and CEO, agreed.
“Thank you is not enough to say to our auxiliary members,” she said.

“These ladies give of their time, talents and resources every day. We’re
grateful for their service and want them to know we appreciate every-
thing they do for us.”

Continued from page one.

Auxiliary continuing tradition 
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www.hdghmi.org

Millwood
Street 
Primary Care
130 Millwood St., Caro 
989.672.1555

Dr. April Fischer,  
Family Medicine

Joining Dr. Afonso 
Ferreira and 
Norma Abbott, 
Nurse Practitioner

Afonso Ferreira, MD

Norma Abbott 
Family Nurse Practitioner
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PROUDLY WELCOMES

DR. JASON KUHN, General Surgeon

Seeing patients at Cass City General Surgery
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 107

Call 989-872-5582
to schedule your appointment today!

www.hdghmi.org
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

IN 2000, 13-year-old Kingston student Sarah Schneider passed away, and a

flowering tree was planted in her honor just outside the high school cafeteria.

However, due to recent construction, it was recommended the tree be removed

because it was growing into an overhang above and into the foundation and

sidewalk below. School officials spoke with Schneider’s mother, and she agreed

to let the school try to do a relocation and transplant the tree, which has since

been replanted on the front lawn of the high school.

In memory of Sarah...

Safe sleep?
September is Safe Sleep Awareness

Month focusing on state’s youngest

September is Infant Safe Sleep Awareness Month, and the Sanilac
County Child Abuse Prevention Council is reminding parents and care-
givers of techniques that can help to substantially reduce the infant
death rate in Michigan.
The motto of the observance is “It shouldn’t hurt to be a little squirt!”
After years of significant decline, Michigan’s infant death rate has held

relatively steady since 2003, indicating that not all parents and care-
givers are getting the message about safe sleep practices. By eliminating
just the unsafe sleep deaths, Michigan’s infant mortality rate could be
reduced to below the national average.
“Although we have made great strides in reducing the number of pre-

ventable infant deaths in Michigan, more work remains,” said Bryant
Wilke, director of the Sanilac County Child Abuse Prevention Coun-
cil.

“In 2015, 159 Michigan infants died in unsafe sleep environments.
The loss of these babies to unsafe sleep environments is such a tragedy,
particularly since such deaths are largely preventable.”

All babies should always be placed on their backs to sleep — never
on their sides or tummies — in their own crib. Other lifesaving steps
parents and caregivers can take to protect babies include:
*Never put the baby to sleep with adults or other children, as the prac-

tice exponentially increases the chance of a tragedy occurring.
*Place babies in cribs of their own — never on adult beds, pillows or

couches.
*Use a firm mattress with a tightly-fitted sheet.
*Ensure that the crib does not contain any extra items, including pil-

lows, crib bumpers and stuffed animals, and use a safe sleep sack in-
stead of blankets.
*Make certain that no one smokes around babies.
More information and helpful tips are available by visiting the website

www.michigan.gov/safesleep.

RRiisskkyy TTeeeenn BBeehhaavviioorrss  
Social Media                   VVaappiinngg                    MMaarriijjuuaannaa 

 AAffffeeccttss:   Teen Brain Development 

 
Presented by: 

Ken Dail  Prevention Network Michigan Executive Director 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 from 11:00 A.M.  1:30 P.M. 

The Charmont in Cass City 
FREE presentation with lunch included:  For Parents only 

Register by email or phone: 
(989)673-1723 or sluedtke@tchd.us         or          (989)269-3319 or kpitts@hchd.us  

*Hosted by the Tuscola and Huron County Health Departments  

Empowering Youth Today Programs 

 

 

VISITORS TOUR the 15-room Purdy farmhouse (top photo) during Fall Fam-

ily Days at the Thumb Octagon Barn Saturday. At right, customers line up for

homemade doughnuts.

Fall Family Days 2019...
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The newspaper has
something for every-
body: current events,
human interest stories,
bold opinions and facts. 

There’s a lot you (and
a friend) can gain from
a newspaper.

Pick one up today and
be amazed!

Local News, Sports
Classifieds and more!
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Physical Therapy • Outpatient Services • Rehabilitation

Complete Concussion Management
The Lighthouse Rehabilitation Center is now recognized by Complete Concussion Management 
Inc (CCMI) and joins a network of clinics around the world offering evidence-based concussion 

care. From initial pre-season multimodal baseline testing to concussion treatment and 
rehabilitation, our partnered CCMI practitioners collaborate with primary care physicians to 

co-manage concussions, helping patients and athletes safely Return to Learn, Work and Play.

For more information about our “FREE BASELINE TESTING,” Call: 989-673-2500 Caro.
Or 231-263-1350 Traverse City. Or visit our website at www.lighthouserehab.com
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girls recruited additional youth to volunteer and taught workshops to
develop an awareness of the issue of hunger and encourage support for
their program. They also sought to establish partnerships with food
pantries and reached out to donors for help with raising funds.

“Through hard work and inspiring dedication, this program raised
$54,000 for the Cass City community and provided 10,000 pounds of
meat and 1,500 gallons of milk to food pantries. Between the two of
them, these youth have accumulated an impressive total of 1,812 service
hours.”

Earlier this year, the pair – both founding members of the Boots and
Bling 4-H Club and both past delegates to the World Food Prize Global
Youth Institute — organized the first-ever Cass City Hunger Summit
in an effort to secure even more community support, with the goal of
recruiting other residents to ensure the “meating the need” project re-
mains viable for years to come.

Both Battel and Daskam have traveled across the country, sharing their
powerful story and advocating for food security. Their continued efforts
have created a broader opportunity for dialogue about hunger in the
greater Thumb area of Michigan and beyond.

Since 1994, the Michigan governor and his/her spouse have been host-
ing the Governor’s Service Awards to pay tribute to outstanding volun-
teers from across the state. The annual awards ceremony was organized
to recognize residents who demonstrate the power of giving and caring
every day.

The event is coordinated by the MCSC, the state’s lead agency on vol-
unteerism, which strives to engage all Michigan residents in volun-
teerism to address critical community challenges.

Continued from page one.

THE NAME of the photo in the background is

“Awakened Light” because it reveals the beauty of

the inside of the Thumb Octagon Barn near Gage-

town. The picture has been on display at the Caro

office of Osentoski Realty. Above, Rose Putnam and

David Osentoski say the photograph can next be

seen at the Caro Area District Library. The phot

was taken by Nikki Schuler following the 2017 win-

dow restoration project. The frame was donated by

Thom and Karla Bardwell, owners of FrameWorxz,

and by Dennis and Joyce Anderson of Protrim LLC.

Pearl Daskam (left) and Addy Battel

Thumb’s Battel, Daskam
governor’s award winners


