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Green blasts state’s downsized Caro Center plan
by Tom Montgomery 

Editor

State officials last week recom-
mended keeping the Caro Center
open, but scaled down what was
supposed to be a new 200-bed,
$115 million state psychiatric hos-
pital approved by the Michigan
Legislature in 2017.

Following a review by an inde-
pendent consulting firm, Michi-
gan Department of Health and

Human Services (MDHHS) offi-
cials announced they are recom-
mending an 84-bed facility in
Caro – a significant reduction
from the Caro Center’s capacity of
150 beds — with plans to reopen
units at other existing state hospi-
tals and increase resources into
community-based programs to
help serve individuals in need of
mental health services.
The news was met with subdued

celebration from some and criti-

cism from others, including 84th
District State Rep. Phil Green (R-
Millington), who predicted the
Caro Center is on a path to closure
under Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s
proposal.

“The governor’s plan, whether
she acknowledges it or not, is a
backdoor closure of the Caro Cen-
ter,” commented Green, who rep-
resents citizens in Tuscola and
Huron counties.

“The point of the appropriation

made by the 99th Legislature was
to provide an update to the current
facility so that it could remain op-
erational,” he said. “The facility,
as it stands today, is already on the
path to closure. Without needed
and promised repairs, the current
facility could soon pose a safety
risk for the many patients and res-
idents who depend on quality
care, as well as staff members of
the Caro Center.
“The governor must fulfill (this)

promise in order for the facility to
remain viable,” added Green.
“The people of Michigan rely too

heavily on our facility to risk the
center being shut down, and that’s
what will happen in the very near
future if the governor does not
recognize the need for an im-
proved facility. I urge the gover-
nor to reconsider her decision and
think carefully about the people
who rely on the exceptional care
that the Caro Center has provided
to Michigan residents for
decades.”

Green later said he was encour-
aged by the MDHHS proposal in
that it shows the state recognizes
the care that the Caro Center pro-
vides. “However, I have two
major concerns; the first is that
there has been no decision as to
what will happen to the facilities.
Multiple reports from the execu-
tive branch state that the buildings
cannot be renovated,” he said,
adding the recommendation to cut
the number of available beds by

nearly 50 percent doesn’t address
the state psychiatric hospital wait-
ing list.
“I am calling for a new facility to

be built that would confirm the
state’s commitment to a commu-
nity that has committed 105 years
to serving the state’s mental health
community.”

Green wasn’t the only Thumb
lawmaker to express dissatisfac-
tion with last week’s announce-
ment.
“I am disappointed the governor

did not support a new facility, but
that will not stop me from contin-
uing to fight for more for my dis-
trict,” said Senator Kevin Daley,
whose 31st District includes Tus-
cola County.  “I believe this issue
is a long ways from being settled.”
“Of course, we’re grateful for the

administration’s commitment to
keep the Caro Center in our com-
munity. The important thing is our
voices were heard in Lansing.
(But) there’s still a lot of concerns
when we look at what they
(MDHHS officials) are recom-
mending to the governor,” com-
mented Clayette Zechmeister,
Tuscola County’s chief informa-
tion officer and acting controller-
administrator.

She indicated county officials
would still like to see state offi-
cials proceed with the originally-
planned construction of a new,
200-bed hospital as approved by
the state Legislature.

STATE OFFICIALS last week recommended keeping the Caro Center open,

but scaled down what was supposed to be a new 200-bed, $115 million state

psychiatric hospital approved by the Michigan Legislature in 2017. Thumb

lawmakers , meanwhile, say they will continue to push for the state to follow

through with the originally planned construction of a new facility serving up

to 200 patients.

Please turn to page 13.

Burglars about
Thumb law enforcement officials

say thieves targeting area homes

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A string of burglaries and thefts
has Thumb law enforcement
agencies encouraging residents to
be on the lookout for suspicious
individuals and vehicles in their
neighborhoods, especially in rural

areas.
The crime spree was underscored

over the weekend in the Gage-
town area, where Tuscola County
Sheriff’s Department officers Sgt.
Ryan Pierce and Deputy Steve
Roland were dispatched at about
6 a.m. Sunday to investigate a
stolen vehicle complaint.
Subsequent investigation led the

officers to an area where they ob-
served the vehicle, and two sus-
pects fled through a field,
according to Sheriff Glen Skrent.

“Deputy (Ryan) Robinson and
K9 Blek responded and began to
track the suspects,” said Skrent,
who noted the officers discovered
a ball field that had been allegedly
damaged by the suspects.

“Through investigation, they
found the suspects and received
statements from both and cleared
up a different stolen vehicle com-
plaint and a larceny in Huron
County,” the sheriff said. “More
property was recovered, with the
owner unaccounted for at this
time.”

One 17-year-old suspect was
lodged in the county jail and a ju-
venile was transported to a deten-
tion center.
Anyone with information related

to the incidents is asked to contact
Pierce at (989) 673-8161 (ext.
2229) or Roland at 673-8161 (ext.
4056).

Thumb break-ins

“Members of our office, the
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office,
the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Bad Axe City Police and the
Michigan State Police met at our
office to discuss recent home in-
vasions,” Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson announced
Thursday.

“This meeting came in response
to three home invasions happen-

ROTARY PARK in Cass City was filled with the sounds of local talent

Friday night, thanks to the Cass City Lions Club, which sponsored its

own music talent show in conjunction with the Music in Rotary Park

summer concert series. Above, 12-year-old Maya Rose of Cass City belts

out a tune, and Kevin Estrella, 17, also of Cass City, sings his way to first

place in the 18-and-younger category.

Drier lends a hand
to ghost hunters
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Hospital welcomes
new physician
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Former Thumb coach
sentenced for taking

school funds
Page 4

Please turn to apge 2.

The sound of music...

Koylton eyes grant to upgrade service

Familiar face in

Kingston hired

as administrator

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

An effort is underway to bring
Internet service to rural areas in
Michigan.

Koylton Township officials ap-
proved pursuing a grant to secure
better internet service in the town-
ship through Air Advantage. To-
wards that end, the township has
mailed out a questionnaire regard-
ing Internet service.

“The Connecting Michigan
Communities Grant (program) is
awarding Internet service
providers for projects that extend

broadband service into rural areas
in the state,” explained Air Advan-
tage President Scott Zimmer.
“Although Internet coverage has

increased dramatically, there are

still parts of the state that are un-
derserved or completely unserved
in regards to Internet access. The
scope of the Connect Michigan

Please turn to page 16.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although the Kingston Commu-
nity School officials have hired a
new junior-senior high school
principal, students will see a fa-
miliar face when they return to
class Aug. 26 to start the 2019-20
school year.
Michael Seaman was selected for

the position from a field of 30 ap-
plicants, and given a two-year
contract.
Seaman has been a teacher in the

district since 2010 and has also
served as dean of students since
the first of the year, when Jay
Green retired.

“Kingston Community Schools
has developed a reputation for ac-
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Hills and Dales welcomes new doctor

Dr. April Fischer

State begins implementing ag loan
program stemming from wet spring
Michigan farmers who sustained

devastating crop losses due to this
spring’s heavy rain and flooding
can now receive relief when ap-
plying for low-interest loans, ac-
cording to the Michigan
Department of Treasury.

State treasury officials have
begun implementing the $15 mil-
lion Agriculture Loan Origination
Program. Approved by the Michi-
gan Legislature and signed by
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, the pro-
gram enables financial institutions
to make low-interest loans to
farmers, growers, processors and
farm-related retailers.
“Agriculture is a critical piece of

our state’s economy,” State Treas-
urer Rachael Eubanks said.
“These loans will help our farmers
until next year’s planting season.

Treasury is ready to begin pro-
cessing applications and making
these funds available so we can
provide relief to Michigan’s farm-
ers.”

Farmers should check with their
local banks and other financial in-
stitutions to see if they are partic-
ipating in the Agriculture Loan
Origination Program. The state is
paying the loan origination fees to
reduce the cost of the loans, while
the financial institutions are as-
suming the risk associated with
providing the loans.

The Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment (MDARD) has launched an
online resource and information
portal so farmers can find the help
they need this year. The site is
being updated as new information

is identified, including resources
from partners like Michigan State
University Extension and the
United States Department of Agri-
culture.
“Michigan’s farming community

was hit hard by a trifecta of
weather events this year – extreme
cold, severe snow, and torrential
rainfalls. This loan program un-
derscores Michigan’s commit-
ment to help our farming families
move forward,” said MDARD Di-
rector Gary McDowell. “Eliminat-
ing the loan origination fees helps
alleviate some of the financial dis-
tress many of our farmers are al-
ready feeling from low
commodity prices and more.”
For farmer-related disaster relief

information, go to www.michi-
gan.gov/cropdisaster.

Hills and Dales General Hospital
officials recently announced that
Dr. April Fischer will be joining
their team of physicians beginning
Sept. 3.

Dr. Fischer will see patients at
Millwood Street Primary Care in
Caro, alongside Dr. Afonso Fer-
reira and Norma Abbott, nurse
practitioner, and she will be offer-
ing extended evening hours, see-
ing patients Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Dr. Fischer joins Hills and Dales

after most recently practicing at
Med Express in Saginaw. Prior to
that, she saw patients at Hill Med-
ical Clinic in Caro.

She earned her Doctor of Os-
teopathy from the University of
North Texas Health Science Cen-
ter in 2013. After medical school,
Dr. Fischer trained at St. Joseph
Mercy and Hamilton Community
Health Network.  She is board cer-
tified in Family Medicine.

“We are thrilled to welcome Dr.
Fischer to our medical staff team,”
commented Jean Anthony, Hills

and Dales president and CEO.
“She is a great fit with our current

medical staff and will provide ex-
tended services to patients in
Caro.  We couldn’t be more ex-
cited to grow the services that we
are able to provide in Caro and
know that Dr. Fischer will do a
tremendous job.”

Dr. Fischer will see patients
ranging from newborn to elderly.
To schedule an appointment, call
(989) 672-1555.

ing on Wednesday (July 24) in the
Owendale area and one other in
the Hurds Corner Road area of
Tuscola County. They have the
appearance of similarities to ap-
proximately six others throughout
Sanilac, Tuscola and Huron that
have occurred during daytime
hours over the past 20 months,” he
reported.

“We ask that residents report sus-
picious vehicles or persons to their
perspective county dispatches,
and encourage getting photo-
graphs, videos or detailed descrip-
tions, as well as license plate
numbers if possible,” Hanson
said.
“It is believed in some cases that

the perpetrator or perpetrators
make up some type of excuse to
tell the homeowner when they
stop, in the event that someone is
home,” he noted. “These incidents
have occurred for the most part in
rural areas.”

Regardless of the recent out-
break, law enforcement officials
remind all area residents to be in
the habit of always keeping their
doors locked when not home and
to never leave their keys in vehi-
cles when unattended.

The same goes for leaving valu-
ables inside a vehicle, Skrent
noted.

“Every year it seems we experi-
ence a rash of larcenies from ve-
hicles,” he said. “In reality larceny
from auto (LFA) suspects will
steal anything that could be of
value, including cell phones,
backpacks, guns, purses, wallets,
shoes, money, change...and yes
even sunglasses. They are not dis-
criminating and will take any-
thing.”

Continued from page one.

Break-ins

The 106th Novesta Old Settler’s
Descendants Reunion will take
place Saturday, August 17, at
Novesta Church of Christ, 2896
N. Cemetery Rd., Cass City. The
reunion will start at noon. 

As always, President Geri Perry
says to bring a dish to pass and
your own table service. Beverages
will be provided. 

Also requested are pictures,
poems, artifacts and stories to
share with others in attendance. 

Dale Churchill will speak on
“How Deford Got its Name” and
Pennie Rienas, Novesta Township
Clerk, on “Novesta Twp. Ceme-
tery Update on Burial Sites.”

“Old settlers” in

Novesta gearing

up for reunion
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Caving in to peer pressure

I’m not sure what to expect. I’ve never gone to a
class reunion before. Whether the event turns out
to be fun or a misadventure, it will be an experi-
ence that might possibly be another column.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I have always been my own person and gone my
own way, so I cannot believe at my age I caved in
to peer pressure.
I’m not one to dwell in the past. Because of that,

I’m having mixed feelings about going to an event
that does just that; I’m considering going to my
first — and more than likely — only class reunion.

I graduated in 1969 from Sebewaing High
School, so our 50th anniversary is coming up this
summer.

I have never gone to any of my class reunions. I
never had any interest in going. I was only close
to one person in high school, and we each went our
separate ways in our senior year and never recon-
nected.
Some people are born to just naturally be the cen-

ter of attention with a wide circle of friends, and
to be a driving force. I’ve always been a quiet per-
son — an observer. Being an observer rather than
being in the forefront, some thought I was shy. I
am far from shy. My thoughts and what I have to
say come in the form of writing.
Over the last few months, I’ve come across some

of those who I had gone to high school with and
they have urged me to finally attend a reunion.

Their encouragement was a surprise. As an ob-
server who stayed in the background, I was sur-
prised they remembered I was in their class at all.
While in high school, there were a couple of girls

who made it their mission to try to make my life
miserable by bullying, taunting me and suggesting
that I no longer take up space on earth. I stoically
listened to their diatribe while silently laughing to
myself that their actions would be great fodder for
columns and characters in my novels.
The movie “Mean Girls” had nothing on them. I

still hold out hope that my novel based on their ac-
tions will one day be published.

There is a saying, “the pen is mightier than the
sword.” Verbal taunts are spoken, then gone — the
written word can haunt forever.

Although I didn’t enjoy high school, there have
been a few of my classmates that I have wondered
about from time to time. I wondered what hap-
pened to them, and what their career choices were.

While on a recent road trip with the person who
is coordinating the class reunion this year, she pro-
vided some details on career paths, and the sad fact
that 16 members of the class have passed away.
I learned that one is a retired nurse from the Wal-

ter Reed Hospital. I learned several went on to be
teachers. Some other classmates are travelers. One
has lived in several different states and at last word
lives in Canada. Another traveler has lived all over
the United States, been abroad and taught English
classes in China.
So, I caved in to peer pressure and will be attend-

ing my first reunion of the Class of 1969 when it
meets this month.
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MPSC offers tips
to cut utility bills
Thumb area residents have already experienced some

sizzling temperatures this summer, but August could
bring even more heat, prompting the Michigan Public
Service Commission (MPSC) to offer practical tips to
help manage utility bills while staying cool.
For example, keep homes or apartments cool and com-

fortable by using fans to supplement air conditioning,
grill outdoors instead of using the stove or oven, and
seal ventilation ducts since air loss accounts for about
30 percent of a cooling system’s energy consumption.
Other tips to stay cool economically:
*Ceiling fans allow you to raise the thermostat setting

about four degrees without affecting comfort. Turn fans
off when not in the room.

*Install and set a programmable thermostat to effi-
ciently manage your cooling system. It could help you
to save up to 10 percent annually on cooling and heat-
ing costs.
*Set your thermostat as high as comfortably possible.

The smaller the difference between the indoor and out-
door temperatures, the lower overall cooling bills will
be.

*Keep curtains or blinds closed to keep the sun from
warming the home’s interior.

*Shut air vents in parts of the house that aren’t used
or close off unoccupied rooms to keep the cool air where
it’s needed. This can save five to 10 percent on cooling
costs.
*Use the dishwasher later in the day so you don’t add

heat or humidity to your home.
*Keep the cooling system well-tuned with periodic

maintenance. Clean or replace the air filter once a
month or as needed. Dirty or clogged filters reduce ef-
ficiency.

*Seal cracks around windows and doors to keep cool
air from escaping.
*If concerned about the cost of running air condition-

ing, go to an area cooling center, the local mall, the sen-
ior center, or a movie theater to get out of the heat.
At the same time, it’s important to keep safety in mind.
Severe weather such as thunderstorms can knock out

power or cause flooding. Assemble a power outage
readiness kit that includes flashlights, batteries, water,
candles, important phone numbers, and a battery-oper-
ated radio.
Stay at least 20 feet from downed power lines and as-

sume a fallen line is live. If power is interrupted and
you need to run a portable generator, never use it in-
doors, in the basement, in a garage, or near windows
or doors where dangerous carbon monoxide can enter
a home.

Experts recommend that consumers purchase an EN-
ERGY STAR-qualified air conditioning unit – on aver-
age, they’re up to 15 percent more efficient than
standard models. ENERGY STAR products meet strict
federal efficiency standards.

Sign up for a utility budget plan to even out the cost
of staying cool in the summer.

Contact your local utility about programs that allow
income-eligible customers to make payments if they re-
ceive a shutoff notice and can’t pay the bill in full. Eli-
gible active duty military personnel and low-income
customers may qualify for shut-off protection through
various programs.

The Chronicle has hosted some outstanding summer
interns – most of them CMU students – over the
years, and Editor Tom Montgomery still keeps in
touch with a few of them.

He recently learned that former intern Kelli Amel-
ing, who interned at the Chronicle during the summer
of 2010, is returning to Michigan after several years
of work as a journalist in Michigan, Wyoming and
Seattle.

Ameling will be starting her new job working for
the Leelanau Enterprise in September. The Enterprise
is an award-winning newspaper in Leelanau County
— often referred to as the “little finger” of Michi-
gan’s mitten-shaped Lower Peninsula.
Among other beautiful sites, the county is home to

the scenic Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore,
and the peninsula boasts a whopping 26 wineries.

Anyway, here’s a quick look at Ameling’s resume
since leaving the Chronicle:

She graduated from CMU in December 2010 with
a bachelor’s degree in journalism with a news edito-
rial concentration, then took her first reporting job at
the Hillsdale Daily News from January 2011 to Au-
gust 2011. Her next move was to Greenville, where
she worked as a reporter at the Greenville Daily
News from August 2011 until September 2013. Her
tenure there included serving as editor of the news-
paper’s women’s publication, SHE.
Ameling accepted the job of managing editor at the

Lander Journal in Lander, Wyo., in September 2013,
and was named publisher of the paper in October
2016, serving in that role until April 2018, when she
moved farther west – to Port Townsend, Wash. – to
accept the position of managing editor of the Port
Townsend and Jefferson County Leader. Last fall, she
was named general manager of that newspaper.

Congrats, Kelli, and here’s to continued success in
your already successful career!

**********

Wind energy is still a
win-win for everyone

Editor,

What a pleasure to have clean air. The air is not per-
fect, but a lot better cleaner than it was 30 years ago.
Our air still contains carbon from coal and fuels that
is aggravating global warming.
The downside of global warming, according to many

scientists, is if the average temperature reaches a cer-
tain average temperature, it will continue to rise, de-
stroying the planet. This is sometimes called a
running away temperature. That is not good news for
our children.
The good news is, by working together with the na-

tion and maybe the world, we can improve the air
quality and global warming with renewable re-
sources.
We all want cars and electrical current for our homes

and factories, but it comes at a price. Right now, we
are using fuels to run our cars and electrical genera-

Please turn to page 4.

Last week, a very interesting young man stopped
by the Chronicle office. His name is Kyle Bailey. He
is Michigan’s only quadruple organ transplant recip-
ient, having both lungs, liver and kidney replaced a
few years back.

Now, in his spare time – Kyle is also a house in-
spector – he’s “Bridging the Gap”, bicycling from
Mackinaw City to Port Huron to raise money for the
Kyle Bailey Foundation that donates money to chil-
dren with medical needs. Last year he raised
$30,000.
His journey was to start on Aug. 4 and end on Aug.

10. And on Day 5 (Aug 8th), he’ll ride from Pincon-
ning to Cass City. 

If you would like to help his efforts, send your do-
nations to: Kyle Bailey Foundation, PO Box 610832,
Port Huron, MI 48061 or visit: registerme.org/recy-
clelife.

Better yet, give Kyle a call at 810-689-7894. He’d
loved to meet while in town Thursday night. 

**********      

Smokey Bear’s 75-year legacy of promoting safe,
responsible enjoyment of the nation’s forests will be
celebrated by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, the U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and other partners Friday, Aug. 9, at the
Straits of Mackinac.
Fire prevention staff will be joined by Smokey Bear

for a family-friendly birthday party from 1 to 3 p.m.
at Straits State Park in St. Ignace. The party will fea-
ture a fire truck open house, wildland fire equipment
on display, fire-prevention games, refreshments and
a chance to meet Smokey Bear.

“For 75 years, Smokey Bear has gently reminded
us that it’s easy to take simple actions that go a long
way toward protecting the places we love,” said Deb-
bie Begalle, state forester and chief of the DNR For-
est Resources Division.

Smokey Bear has shared fire-prevention messages
for generations with the signature phrase, “Only you
can prevent wildfires.” Begalle said that the message
that first rolled out in 1944 is still relevant today;
nine out of 10 wildfires are started by people, and re-
sponsible practices can prevent unwanted fires.

Learn more about the DNR’s efforts to spread
Smokey’s fire-safety message in this short video,
“Wildfires are a Scary Thing” – set to the tune of
Johnny Cash’s song, “Ring of Fire.” It’s part of a
friendly challenge to find creative ways to celebrate
Smokey Bear’s 75th anniversary year.

For more information about fire prevention and
safety, visit Michigan.gov/FireManagement.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Jeffery S. Cummings, 53,
Mayville, was sentenced to one
day in the county jail following
his plea of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor Nov. 22 in Day-
ton Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$625.
*Jilleene R. Parker, 28, Flint, was

sentenced to 171 months to 45
years in prison following her pleas
of no contest to armed robbery in-
volving serious injury to the vic-
tim, armed robbery and two
counts of unlawful imprisonment
Sept. 9 in Millington Township.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $462.
*Alexander Jerry-Lee Kern, 28,

Kingston, was sentenced to 330
days in jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following his plea of no
contest to one count of child
abuse, third degree, and two
counts of domestic violence Sept.
24 in Ellington Township.

Kern was also placed on proba-
tion for 36 months and ordered to
pay $1,558.

*Paul D. Thompson, 51,
Kingston, was sentenced to 93
days in jail following his convic-
tion by a jury on a charge of inter-
fering with electronic
communications Dec. 26 in Koyl-
ton Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 18 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,258.

*Andrew M. Mullin, 55, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, second offense;
assaulting, resisting or obstructing
a police officer; and two counts of
fleeing and eluding a police offi-
cer May 17 in Vassar Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Taylor A. Dragus, 25, Caro,
pleaded no contest to assault with
intent to do great bodily harm
April 28 in Caro. The defendant
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Reuben I. Bricker, 19, Deford,
pleaded no contest to five counts
of criminal sexual conduct, third
degree, stemming from incidents
between Jan. 1, 2010, and Aug.
31, 2017, in Novesta Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, Bricker’s $500,000 bond
was revoked and he was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
*Christopher R. Paier, 23, Reese,

pleaded no contest to killing/tor-
turing an animal March 16 in Gil-
ford Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Ryan E. Sundberg, 30, Flint,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail,
with worksite privileges, follow-
ing his plea of no contest to aggra-
vated domestic violence, second
offense, June 24 in Cass City. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more

prior felony convictions).
In addition to jail time, he was

placed on probation for 60
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,008.

*Willie E. Triplett, 26, Grand
Blanc, was sentenced to 20 to 50
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to armed robbery in-
volving serious injury to the vic-
tim, armed robbery and two
counts of unlawful imprisonment
Sept. 12 in Millington Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $462. Restitu-
tion in the case is to be deter-
mined.
*Logan J. Rocha, 18, Reese, was

sentenced to 365 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, following his
pleas of no contest to three counts
of criminal sexual conduct, sec-
ond degree, Feb 1-19 in Denmark
Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay

costs and fines totaling $644.
*Troy L. Smith, 21, Silverwood,

was sentenced to 180 days in jail
following his plea of no contest to
receiving and concealing stolen
property valued at more than
$1,000 between Sept. 11 and Oct.
18.
He was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $758 plus
restitution of $8,400 to Mr. Chips,
Mayville.

*Rhonda J. Underwood, 47, Vas-
sar, pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
March 30 in Dayton Township.

*Jolynn R. Maurer, 36, Clio,
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $385 following her plea
of guilty to attempted possession
of marijuana or a synthetic equiv-
alent, subsequent offense, May
22, 2018, in Arbela Township.
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����		�� Former Reese coach sentenced in
school fund embezzlement probe

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A former Reese High School
coach charged with stealing nearly
$4,000 from the Tuscola County
school district’s athletic program
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
and placed on probation for six
months last week in Tuscola
County Circuit Court.
The jail time ordered for Scott A.

Long, Jr., 33, was deferred pend-
ing successful completion of pro-
bation, according to court records,
which note the Saginaw resident
was required to make full restitu-

tion to the Reese Public Schools
in addition to paying court costs
and fines totaling $858.

Long previously pleaded guilty
to a charge of embezzlement of
$200 to $1,000 from a non-profit
or charitable organization.

Under a plea agreement, Long
agreed to pay full restitution –
roughly $3,900 – by his sentenc-
ing date. In exchange, the prose-
cutor’s office dismissed the more
serious charge of embezzlement
of $1,000 to $20,000, which is
punishable by up to 10 years in-
carceration and/or a $15,000 fine.

Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark
E. Reene authorized the embez-
zlement charge against Long in
early March following an investi-
gation into missing money from
the Reese Public Schools and/or
the Reese Public Schools Athletic
Program.

“The charge arises from funds
the defendant (allegedly) misap-
propriated to his personal use
from various fundraisers that oc-
curred between approximately
June and November 2018 while
he was the varsity football coach
for Reese Public Schools,” Reene
explained.

tors that discharge carbons into the air, causing dirty air and global warm-
ing.
The people in the Great Lakes area are in the right place to have natural

renewable resources in wind power. The renewable resources of wind
power can run our windmills. The windmills can run the electric cars and
our homes without polluting the air with carbon that can lead to global
warming.

The people in the Thumb area are better positioned than most areas to
take advantage of this wind power free of charge for windmills, and at
the same time we may be saving the planet.

Those windmills are also good for the funds they can generate for our
schools, for our government, for land owners and jobs for our children
who have been and will be operating the windmills in future years.

The facts seem to suggest that windmills are a win-win for everyone;
for a better community, better air, less global warming and hopefully
lower electrical bills.

Richard Peter
Kingston

Continued from page three.

Wind energy is still a win-win

Obituaries
Nancy Bradway

Nancy Ann Bradway, 83, of Gagetown, died following a long illness
Monday, July 29, 2019 in her granddaughter’s home in Gagetown.  
She was born August 25, 1935 in Palmer, AK, the third of four children

born to Robert and Helen (Mackey) Usher.  
She married George A. Bradway September 11, 1951 in the village of

Cornell in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  He died September 22, 2001.
Nancy was a stay at home Mom while her chil-

dren were small.  She was the Mom of six
children by the time she was 22.  Along
with her husband, Nancy owned and man-
aged Bradway’s Grocery in Elba for 13
years and then Kelly’s Market in Gage-
town for 12 years.  Nancy also worked
in the office of Erla’s Grocery Store for
a few years.  She enjoyed flower gar-
dening.  Nancy went whitewater raft-
ing with three of her grandchildren
when she was 70 and went skydiving in
her late 70’s.
Nancy is survived by her children:  San-

dra (Steve) Shaw of Fairbault, MN, Patricia
(Donald) Barr of Laurenceville, GA, Gary
(Kathy) Bradway of Belding, Gregory Bradway of
Kalkaska, Pamela (Kevin) Schlaud of West Point, VA, Gail (Robert)
McCreedy of Gagetown and Scott (Deneen) Bradway of Mayville;
grandchildren:  Jeff (Stephanie) Shaw, Becky (Mike) Stenzel, Kristen
(Alex) Perrine, Timothy (Melinda) Barr, Stephanie Barr, Victoria (Brek)
Steele, Amelia (Justin) Parrish, Andrew Bradway, Adam (Jill) Bradway,
Patrick (Brittany) Bradway, Georgiann (Shawn) Salkeld, Heather Ereg,
Dana Bradway, Nicole (Mike) Lamb, Eric Schlaud, Christina (Mike)
Witzke, Michael (Tara) Dale, Nathan Dale, Kyle (Krista) Bradway,
Holly (Chris Shay) Bradway and Hannah Bradway; great-grandchil-
dren:  Lilly, Lathan, Lanydan, Liberty, Haven, Maverick, Dixie,
Geneva, Elsie, Kayler, Winnie, Halle, Gray, Jack, Alexis, Meadow,
Adien, Tyler, Alaina, Cooper, Alyson, Gage, Jason, Lacey, John, Au-
drey, Chase, Jackson, Ashley, Brodee, Landyn, Makenna, Kayden and
another due soon.  She will also be remembered by her sisters:  Helen
Dambrosio of Gwinn and Bonnie Phipps of Traverse City; sister-in-law,
Lenore Usher of Watson; and many nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her brother, Bill Usher; and infant grand-

daughter, Melissa Schlaud.
A funeral service was held Friday, August 2, in Kranz Funeral Home,

Cass City.  
Interment will be in Stiles Cemetery, Mayfield Township.  Pallbearers

for Mrs. Bradway: Jeff Shaw, Timothy Barr, Andrew Bradway, Adam
Bradway, Patrick Bradway, Eric Schlaud, Michael Dale, Nathan Dale,
Kyle Bradway.   
Memorials may be made to Alzheimer’s Association.
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the

family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Can you hear
me now?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Cass City’s Frank Stoup will
continue to run Mulligan’s Irish
Links and the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall while evaluating the best
new use for the properties. Assist-
ing Stoup will be Helen Larson,
Krystal Meyer and Joyce Sugden,
all current employees of Flowers
Galore and More.
The new study rooms at Rawson

Memorial District Library in Cass
City have that “just finished” look
and probably will for years to
come, but they honor a past span-
ning several decades filled with
the care and devotion of those
whose dedication helped to create
the modern facility patrons enjoy
today. The study rooms have been
dedicated in honor of Reva Little
and Barb Hutchinson.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Chelsea Ruggles sold her Grand
Champion Beef at this year’s Tus-
cola County 4-H Livestock Sale
July 30. United Producers, Inc. of
Cass City purchased her 1,325-
pound market steer for $2,800.
Ruggles is the daughter of Tim
and Julie Ruggles and is part of
the 5 Star Livestock Club in
Kingston. 

The Elkland Township Fire De-
partment recently honored 10-
year-old Sayge Cuthrell of Cass
City for her quick action - and
keeping a cool head — after spot-
ting smoke coming from a neigh-
bor’s home and alerting her
parents, Amy and Scott Cuthrell.
Scott Cuthrell, a Cass City teacher
and coach, immediately ran across
the street and helped homeowner
Lucille Copeland safely outside,
while Amy Cuthrell called 911.
The blaze was electrical in nature,
according to fire fighters, who
saved the home. 
Marilyn Biefer of Cass City will

be featured in a one-woman art
show for the month of August.
The show, which will highlight
the various media Biefer has used
over the course of her career, is
part of Saginaw Township’s Art in
Public Places, located at the town-
ship hall at 4980 Shattuck Rd.,
Saginaw. The show will run
through Monday, Aug. 31, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Biefer retired from
the Kingston Community Schools
a year ago following a 35-year
tenure as a high school art teacher.
She currently teaches private les-
sons in her home.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hewitt were
among a group who attended the
Sines family reunion Sunday at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ben
Phillips in Bad Axe. Guests at-
tended from Connecticut,
Chicago, Filion, Detroit, Bad Axe,
Ubly and the surrounding area.

Unforgettable. That’s how Dick
Hendrick describes his and wife
Elaine’s recent trip to Hollywood,
Calif., courtesy of Wheel of For-
tune. The trip included tours of
Universal Studios, which was of
special interest to the longtime
owners of the Cass Theatre. They
also attended the first screening of
“The Little Rascals” and, of
course, met Wheel of Fortune
hosts Pat Sajak and Vanna White. 
No one can take Mac Connolly’s

dreams away from him… most
wouldn’t even try. The offensive
guard headed for Olivet College
Aug. 14 on a football scholarship
that will help pay the $14,000 per
year tuition bill, and he couldn’t
be happier. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Cleland and
family of Walled Lake, Mrs. Alex
Cleland and Mr. and Mrs. Ken Os-
entoski came home Saturday after
spending a week at Caribou Lake.
They spent a day touring Macki-
naw City, Sault Ste. Marie and
Canada.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

At the Art Institute of Chicago
this weekend will be David
Kitchen, attending with a group of
students from the University of
Michigan art history department.

Rev. Eldred Kelley officiated at
the dedication of Thomas Michael

Florence, Wis., where they met
her brother and wife, Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Anderson of Springfield,
Wis., and with them visited rela-
tives at Aitkin, Minnesota. The
Morrisons also visited relatives at
Lake Geneva, Wis., and at Wood-
stock, Ill.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

The relatives and many friends
of Dr. and Mrs. I. A. Fritz found
time Wednesday to acknowledge
in some way the milestone
reached in their married life, their
golden wedding anniversary. The
marriage of Dr. I. A. Fritz and
Miss Grace Phelan took place in
Cass City, Aug. 9, 1894. The Rev.
S. M. Gilchriese, then pastor of
the Methodist Episcopal church
here, performed the ceremony.
The couple were attended by Miss
Mary Fisher, now Mrs. George
Seed, and Dr. Fritz’s brother, C. E.
Fritz.
Jeness W. Eastman of Cass City,

retiring president of the Michigan
State college chapter of the Amer-
ican Veterinary Medical associa-
tion, was awarded the Rommy
Steensma scholarship Thursday
night, Aug. 10. Officers for the en-
suing year were also elected. The
$25 award, made by the college
alumni association in honor of
Steensma, first Michigan State
college man to lose his life in the
present war, was made on the
basis of scholarship, personality
and contribution to the student
body.

Clayton Edmund Larkin, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil E. Larkin, of
Detroit and formerly of Cass City,
received his silver wings August 4
when he was graduated as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant from the Ad-
vanced Two-Engine Pilot School,
at Pecos (Texas) Army Air Field,
it was announced by Col. Orin J.
Bushey, commanding officer. The
new pilot completed a course in
training in twin-engine aircraft.
He was assigned to Pecos from
Gardner Field, California. He is a
former student of Cass City high
school.
The Rev. Frank B. Smith, former

pastor here, officiated at the cere-
mony on Aug. 9 uniting in mar-
riage Miss Cora E. Wise, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Wise, of
Cass City, and Pvt. Robert L. Wil-
son of the Marine corps, son of
Orville Wilson, of Cass City. The
event took place at 9:00 p. m. in
the Baptist church on Harper in
Detroit. The bride was attended by
Miss Ersel Glaspie of Cass City as
maid of honor and Mrs. Jack
Stewart of Detroit, sister of the
groom, as matron of honor.
Groomsmen were Wm. Wilson of
Cass City, brother of the groom,
and a friend, Pvt. Clarence
Robyler, of the Marine corps. 

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

On Tuesday evening, August 12,
wedding bells rang merrily at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Robt.
Brown on Pearl street, Caro, when
their second daughter, Mildred L.,
was given in marriage by her fa-
ther to Dr. Pearl E. Fleming of
Cass City. Mrs. Walter Baker of
Detroit, sister of the groom, sang
“Oh, Promise Me” as the bridal
party took their places before a
bank of ferns and pink gladiolas,
under a white wedding bell
trimmed with smilax. The full ring
service was read by Dr. Frederick
Lendrum of the First M. E. church
in the presence of 50 friends and
relatives.

J. D. Tuckey has purchased six
choice head of Holstein cows
from the thoroughbred herd of
Wallace Gilbert of Greenleaf
township. This addition to Mr.
Tuckey’s herd brings the total
number of his cows to 30.

We expect to see electric lights
strung along the country highways
within a few years. Is that expect-
ing too much? Certainly not.
Many of us can remember when
we took lanterns and rubbers to
negotiate the hometown streets
after nightfall. Now we walk on
cement, and with its electric light
globes up to midnight hometown
is almost as light as day.

Armstead during the Sunday
morning worship service in Evan-
gelical Free Church. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Greg Armstead.
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy M. Sheri-

dan of Caro announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Michelle
Therese, to Larry D. Whittaker,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Whit-
taker of Cass City.

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Langenburg
of Cass City announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, Eve-
lyn Sue, to Raymond L. Burleson,
son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Burleson Sr., Cass City.

Becky Johnson’s grand cham-
pion steer at the Tuscola fair was
purchased by Randy Stec of the
Federal Land Bank Association
and Dutch Guthrie of the Produc-
tion Credit Association, both of
Caro, for $1.30 a pound. The Sim-
mental weighed 1,405 pounds.
She is the daughter of Barb and
Norm Johnson of Kingston Road,
Kingston.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

The School Board Monday
evening formalized the appoint-
ment of Dorland Kuntz as Ever-
green Elementary principal,
replacing Ruth Smith, who re-
tired. Salary will be $20,000. In
addition to serving as principal,
Kuntz will also teach the third
grade.

Four youth from the Novesta
Church of Christ are in Lansing
this week attending a music camp
at the Great Lakes Bible College.
The week will be concluded with
a concert Friday evening in which
the students will participate. The
local group includes Michelle
Pratt, Rob Hartwick, Lester Auten
and Becky Speirs.

Rev. P. Thomas Wachterhauser
officiated at the baptism of 2-
month-old Brice Joseph Osentoski
during the Sunday morning wor-
ship service at Trinity United
Methodist church. The baby is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Osen-
toski. Sponsors were Mr. and Mrs.
Dennis Merchant. Following the
service, Mr. and Mrs. Ira Osen-
toski, Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Mer-
chant, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis
Merchant, Ken Osentoski and Mr.
and Mrs. Martin Osentoski went
to Wildwood Farms for a family
dinner.
It was quite a summer for Lonnie

Wilson. The clarinet player was a
member of the Blue Lake Fine
Arts Camp international band
which performed in Sweden, Nor-
way and Denmark earlier this
summer. Lonnie, 16, is the daugh-
ter of George and Glenda Wilson
of Gage Street, Gagetown. She
will be a junior this fall at Cass
City High School.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

S/Sgt. Michael Wald, who has
been on duty in Vietnam for two
years, arrived home last Friday.
He and Mrs. Wald and Sammy
will leave next week for Del Rio,
Texas, to visit relatives. From
there they will go to McGuire Air
Force Base from where they leave
for three years’ service in
Ranstien, Germany. While in Viet-
nam, Sgt. Wald met his brother,
S/Sgt. Joseph Wald, and spent
three days with him.

Mr. and Mrs. Don A. Simmons,
son Willy and Miss Fran Simmons
of Panama City, Florida, returned
home Saturday after spending 10
days with their mother, Mr. and
Mrs. Clinton Hagar, and grand-
mother, Mrs. William Simmons of
Cass City. Don graduated from
Cass City High School in 1955
and is now Tech. Sergeant at Tyn-
dall Air Force Base, Panama City.
He has also spent one year in Viet-
nam.

Mr. and Mrs. James Althoff and
son Todd and daughter Michon of
Homewood, Ill. came Friday to
visit her mother, Mrs. Ernest
Croft. Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Bell and
son of Chesaning spent Sunday
with Mrs. Croft and took Mr. Al-
thoff to the airport as he returned
home. Mrs. Althoff and children
stayed to spend the week here.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Morrison
returned home Aug. 6 from an 11-
day vacation trip. They went to

Listening is a lost art.
Many of us don’t do a good job of listening to others in casual con-

versation, let alone during a heated debate, which explains why social
media sites are absolutely the worst places to engage in a serious dis-
cussion of just about any sort.

In this case, I’m inclined to agree with Lady Gaga when she so elo-
quently described social media as the toilet of the Internet.
Back during my junior college days – and this was long before the In-

ternet, cellular phones, etc. — I took a class that made me a much better
journalist because it forced me to slow down in every conversation and
focus on really listening to what someone else was trying to convey to
me.

I aced the class, but I can’t say the lessons learned made me a much
better man or husband, because even after more than 37 years of wed-
ded bliss, my wife would probably give me a C-plus in listening. Or is
it hearing?
Oh, well. That’s another series of columns altogether.
In any event, the class was called Interactive Communications, and

the emphasis was on learning how to listen effectively by frequently
offering feedback to the person talking to you. The skill – and it is a
skill – is known as actively listening.
In a nutshell, active listening requires the listener to fully concentrate,

understand, respond and then remember what is being said. You make
a conscious effort to hear and understand the complete message being
spoken – without interrupting — rather than just passively hearing the
message of the speaker.
How do you make a conscious effort to understand the message being

spoken? You ask questions that will encourage the person talking to
clearly define their message. Summarizing what you believe they are
saying – and asking if your summarization is accurate — is another
great technique. 
The value in active listening, of course, is that it helps to determine if

the person talking to you is actually saying what they mean and vice
versa. Many people don’t, and that leads to all sorts of needless misun-
derstandings. Of course, so does not really listening at all because
you’re so busy trying to come up with your own next barrage of points
or personal experiences.

Or, maybe you’re too busy disagreeing with what they’re saying to
hear their point of view?

I’ve been as guilty as the next person, but I’ve also managed to im-
prove as a writer and interviewer because I double up on my effort to
be a better listener when I catch myself focusing on, well, me.

I can’t even begin to count the number of times, during interviews,
when I bounced back what the interviewee said to me, and they stopped
dead in their tracks, looked at me like I had horns growing out of my
head, and said, “Oh, no, that’s not what I meant at all!”
Whew!
Sometimes it helps to simply ask the same question more than once,

although worded a bit differently.
A word of warning: it doesn’t always work, especially when trying to

engage in a civil debate with an adult who clearly hasn’t grown up, can’t
put two coherent thoughts together at one time, and who resorts to
swearing and name calling when you don’t agree with him or her.
Sadly, there’s no shortage of those individuals on Facebook and other

social media sites, and I can only theorize that a number of them were
schoolyard bullies growing up. Toss in the anonymity of sitting alone
at a keyboard, and gang mentality that has infiltrated discussion boards,
etc., on the Internet, and you’ve got a perfect storm for knuckleheads.

I suppose actively listening could work on Facebook, but I doubt it.
Like any true form of human connection, real communication often

exists only when you’re face to face with another person, focusing on
their words with your own mouth closed, making eye contact and ob-
serving facial expressions and body language.
And listening.
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News briefs

Revive collecting donations
CASS CITY – Revive Ministries in Cass City is collecting back-to-
school items to be donated to Cass City Elementary School.
Needed are pencils, crayons, glue sticks, dry erase markers, Kleenex,

disinfecting wipes, hand sanitizer, computer paper and sweatpants/un-
derwear (girls/boys sizes five to eight).

Organizers ask that residents drop the items off at Revive Ministries
by Tuesday, Aug. 27.

Free tire collections slated
GAGETOWN – Tuscola County Mosquito Abatement and Tuscola
County Recycling are sponsoring free tire collections in August, includ-
ing one in the village of Gagetown.
That collection will be held at the Gagetown DPW garage parking lot,

4771 Gifford St., from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Participation in the collection is limited to Tuscola County residents

only (no out-of-county residents, no businesses and no commercial
tires). Residents are limited to bringing no more than seven tires per
vehicle and the tires cannot be more than 48 inches in height or more
than 12 inches wide. Tires should be clean and not attached to an axle.
More information is available by calling Tuscola County Recycling at

(989) 672-1673 or email recycle@tuscolacounty.org.

More Kingston fest activities
KINGSTON — A color fun run has been added to the line-up of events
for the annual Kingston Days celebration.
The event will be Friday, Aug. 23, at 7 p.m., starting at 5790 State St.

Residents can sign up online by visiting the website
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Kingston/ColorRun2019.
In addition, a three-on-three basketball tournament has been scheduled

for 9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 24, at the Kingston High School parking lot.
Registration must be completed before Wednesday, Aug. 21. However,
to get a T-shirt, registrations must in by Wednesday, Aug. 7.
Team captains will be contacted two days before the event with game

times.
There will be divisions for both girls and boys as well as adults, and

the cost to enter is $55 per team.
More information is available by contacting Maricella Lemke at (989)

827-9125 for registration forms.

Community, vet expo on tap
CARO – A free community event and veteran expo will take place
Wednesday, Aug. 14, from 2 to 7 p.m. at Highland Pines School,
1381 Cleaver Rd., Caro.

The afternoon will include a free swim/open pool, activities for
the kids, free bike helmets for kids up to age 15 (must be present),
a pop up pantry (bring boxes and a cooler for food items).
Also on hand will be several veteran-specific vendors as well as

a host of community vendors for the whole family. The vendors
include Warriors of Hope, immunizations, Operation Injured Sol-
diers, American Red Cross, Team Rubicon, Field Neurosciences
Institute, Saginaw VA/CBOC, MI Works!, Vet Center, Blek (Tus-
cola County Sheriff’s Department K-9 officer), Thumb Behavioral
Health and Peer 360.
This free event is for all Tuscola County residents. There will be

refreshments (while supplies last). More information is available
by calling (989) 673-8114.

Road board discusses options
ELMWOOD TOWNSHIP — Elmwood Township Supervisor
Chris Graff appeared before the Tuscola County Road Commission
during a recent meeting and requested being allowed to install a
plastic drainage tile within the road right-of-way in conjunction
with the township’s McGregory Road gravel project.

Road Commission Chairman Jack Laurie and road Superinten-
dent-Manager Jay Tuckey provided information from Huron and
from Sanilac County road commissions about some of the other
options that are available.
After further discussion, Graff withdrew his request.

Ellington road work approved
ELLINGTON TOWNSHIP — Ellington Township officials re-
cently approved having some road work done.

The plans call for placing gravel on one mile of Jacob Road for
$13,245, .57 of a mile of Metcalf Road for $11,114, and just under
a mile of Severance Road for $8,487.

In other business, township officials approved a contract for
2019-20 with the Caro Fire Department to continue receiving fire
protection coverage at a cost of $20,387.

CERT fundraiser slated Aug. 23
CARO — The second annual Tuscola County Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) bowling fundraiser will be Friday, Aug. 23,
starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Brentwood in Caro.

A FlightCare helicopter is scheduled to fly in for the event at
about 5:15 p.m., just before the bowl-a-thon.
Among the prizes to be given away is a gift card from the Bavar-

ian Inn for two family style dinners, and Genesee County Parks
and Recreation has donated four adult and four children tickets to
Crossroads Village and Huckleberry Railroad.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

College officials expanding access to
educational opportunities in Thumb

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Mid Michigan College is ex-
panding access to provide educa-
tional opportunities in the Thumb.

The college is now planning to
offer educational opportunities in
Huron and Tuscola counties via
career-ready and transfer-focused
associate degrees, short-term
training and online options.

“The classes will be at the tech
center in Caro and at the tech cen-
ter in Bad Axe,” explained Brad
Merrill, director of Mid Michigan
College.

The Tuscola Technology Center
is located at 1401 Cleaver Rd,
Caro, and the phone number is
(989) 673-5300. The Huron Tech-
nology Center is at 1160 S Van
Dyke Rd, Bad Axe, and the phone
number is (989) 269-9284.

“We’re excited to increase the
number of courses, programs and
training opportunities available to
the residents of Michigan’s
Thumb region,” said Scott Mertes,
vice president of Community Out-
reach and Advancement at Mid

Michigan College.
The programs, pathways and

courses offered at both intermedi-
ate school districts are highly-
transferable. As a participant in
the Michigan Transfer Agreement
(MTA), Mid Michigan College of-
fers a block of classes, equaling
30 credits, that fulfill the general
education requirements at Michi-
gan universities, and those credits
are guaranteed to transfer to most
universities across the state.

Mid Michigan College’s liberal
studies and business studies trans-
fer associate degrees can be com-
pleted with a combination of
face-to-face and online (or com-
pletely online if desired) and
allow students to transfer more
than 60 credits to the four-year
university program of their
choice.

The school’s career-ready pro-
grams and pathways allow stu-
dents to gain knowledge and skills
in high-demand careers, including
medical assisting, manufacturing
and drafting. Short-term training
offerings allow students to gain
employable skills in three to 12

weeks, are focused on industries
with high employment growth —
such as truck driving and phle-
botomy — and often allow stu-
dents to utilize college credit in
career-ready programs.

Both intermediate school dis-
tricts will also offer dual enroll-
ment opportunities for high school
students from local school dis-
tricts, who can get a significant
start on earning a college degree
while they’re still in high school.

Registration for all fall semester
offerings is currently open, and
complete information, including
courses and schedules, can be
found online.

Mid Michigan College’s main
campuses are located in Harrison
and Mt. Pleasant, with satellite lo-
cations in Alpena, Mecosta, Osce-
ola and now Tuscola and Huron
counties.

More information is available by
visiting the website
midmich.edu/thumb or by contact
Brad Merrill via email at mat bm-
merrill@midmich.edu or by call-
ing (989) 297-0377.

At tech centers in Caro, Bad Axe

Efforts continue to provide dental care to needy

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Efforts to bring dental care to
low-income and/or uninsured in-
dividuals in Tuscola County are
continuing.

“I am still working with Great
Lakes Bay Health Care (GLBHC)
to bring dental services to Tuscola
County. I have been working with
Dr. Paul Crowley D.D.S., in re-
gards to bringing a dental bus to
the county,” Ann Hepfer, who
serves as health officer for both
the Tuscola and Huron county
health departments, recently
stated in a report to the Tuscola
County Board of Commissioners.

A key hold-up is lack of profes-
sionals to do the work.

“Right now, they are looking to

replace two of their dentist vacan-
cies, so until they have them re-
placed it would be difficult for
them to add dental (bus) loca-
tions,” Hepfer said.
Although, the dental bus has not

started yet, discussions are ongo-
ing regarding its need, and to de-
velop a schedule. And, depending
on the needs for dental care, the
focus of service might shift.

The health department is in the
process of conducting a survey
that will assist GLBHC in their
decision on how to proceed. The
survey would assess the need for
hygienist or dental services.

The tentative plan is to have a
dental bus located in the health de-
partment parking lot, where hy-
gienist care/cleaning would be
available, and if there is a need for

further treatment, patients would
be referred to one of the organiza-
tion’s dental offices.

When the survey is complete, it
is expected to show if hygienist
services or dental services are
needed more.

“If the need is greater for a den-
tist, then we might need to wait,”
Hepfer said.
County officials have been trying

to develop a dental clinic for about
eight years for the uninsured and
those on Medicaid.

Currently, there is no dental
clinic in Tuscola County that ac-
cepts patients on adult Medicaid.

Children who are on Medicaid
are covered by Delta Dental and
most of them can go to a local
dentist who accepts Delta Dental
for services.
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cerned veterans that have come
together to ensure the nation does
not forget veterans, their needs
and the needs of veterans’ fami-
lies.

Their goals focus on promoting
awareness of veterans, veterans’
issues, remembering prisoners of
war and those missing in action
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project is to provide more homes,
businesses and community centers
with Internet access.”
Connect Michigan is a local sub-

sidiary of Connected Nation, a na-
tional non-profit organization
working to find innovative solu-
tions to expanding access, adop-
tion, and use of broadband and its
related technologies to all people.

“Air Advantage is currently
preparing an application for the
(grant), and we are doing our best
to include areas that we feel are
underserved with Internet access
and have the ability to provide In-
ternet to,” said Zimmer.
Michigan ranks 34th in the coun-

try for broadband adoption, and
this has a serious economic im-
pact on the state.

If everyone in Michigan who
does not currently have access
was connected, it would have a

Continued from page one.

JANET LAMB (left) and Gail Lesoski place a

wreath at the Tuscola County Veterans Memorial

on the Tuscola County Courthouse lawn in Caro.

Forgotten Eagles honor Thumb vets
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

A group of eagles recently roared
into Caro to honor their own.
The “Forgotten Eagles”, a motor-

cycle club comprised of veterans,
quietly conducted a memorial
service for veterans on the Tuscola
County Courthouse lawn in late
July.

Dennis Lamb, a member of the
club’s local chapter, read a tribute
in honor of veterans and led the
small group of club members in
prayer.

“It is a very moving ceremony
they do each year to honor veter-
ans. They are all veterans who do
the event,” explained Gail
Lesoski, a Vietnam Agent Orange
widow.
As part of the ceremony, Lesoski

and Janet Lamb placed a wreath at
the Tuscola County Veterans Me-
morial on the courthouse lawn.

The Forgotten Eagles was
formed in 2002 by a group of con-

(POW/MIA), and advocating for
them.

They also promote physical and
cultural improvement of Amer-
ica’s veterans and their families,
assisting disabled and needy vet-
erans, and participating in com-
munity projects that benefit those
veterans.

When they organize a memorial
like the one held in Caro, collec-
tion canisters are set out to accept
donations.

The Forgotten Eagles has be-
come the largest cash contributor
to the Michigan Veteran’s Trust
Fund, and the group has estab-
lished a Veterans Memorial Main-
tenance Fund to assist individual
chapters in maintaining desig-
nated veterans memorials.
The club also makes yearly con-

tributions to the Grand Rapids
Home for Veterans, D.J. Jacobetti
Home for Veterans and the Aleda
E. Lutz VA Medical Center in
Saginaw.

Gypsy Ride on tap Saturday

THE FORGOTTEN Eagles, is a motorcycle club comprised of veterans, their

spouses and widows, who travel throughout the area conducting memorials

and raising awareness of veterans’ issues.

Koylton eyes grant to upgrade Internet service

$2.5 billion annual economic im-
pact, according to Connect Michi-
gan Executive Director Eric
Frederick.

The grant program has $20 mil-
lion available for projects that
demonstrate potential community
and economic growth within a
given service area.

“At Air Advantage, we’re look-
ing for a small percentage of the
available funding, but an amount
that would be substantial enough
to make a very positive impact on
the projected service area,” Zim-
mer said.

Air Advantage, which is head-
quartered in Frankenmuth, was
founded 17 years ago. Initially,
company officials had five towers
and a dream. Today, Air Advan-
tage boasts 600 miles of fiber and
has access to an additional 300
miles, and more than 150 towers
that serve much of the Thumb
area.

“We are upgrading towers each
month to new LTE technology,”
he said. “We love our customers
and appreciate what they’ve done
to help us bring Internet to the re-
gion.”

In other business, Koylton Town-
ship officials discussed the impact
a devastating storm in May could
have on some local road projects.

On May 25, the southern part of
Tuscola County received between
six and seven inches of rain in a
matter of hours. Between the
flooding and damage that it
caused, more than a dozen roads
were closed. It’s estimated the
storm resulted in more than $4.2
million worth of damage to roads
and bridges.
In order to address those repairs,

some road work may not get done
this year in other parts of the
county, including in Koylton
Township.

However, the township did sub-
mit work orders for road improve-
ments to the Tuscola County Road
Commission.

A work order was signed and

submitted for the following roads:
White Creek Road, between Cen-
terline Road to Harris Road for
double chip and seal; Mayville
Road, between Kingston Road to
Cemetery Road; Cartwright Road,
between Kingston Road and
Cemetery Road; Phillips Road,
between Mayville Road and
Snover Road; Brief and Denhoff
roads for various patching; Harris
Road, between White Creek Road
and Clothier Road; and White
Creek Road, between Mayville
Road and Harris Road.

Also, the township board ap-
pointed Sarah Kinel to fill a va-
cancy on the township’s board of
review.

The 14th annual Gypsy Ride hits the road Sunday, Aug. 11, and the
staff and residents at Northwood Meadows in Cass City have been busy
preparing for the event.

Motorcyclists are invited to the senior living community for a fun-
filled day that benefits the residents of Northwood Meadows.  Regis-
tration begins at 10 a.m., with the ride leaving the facility at 11 a.m.
Participants will travel roughly 100 miles along the Lake Huron shore-

line and the funds they raise during this year’s event will go toward the
purchase of a security camera system for the facility.
“This is a project that is generated from our resident council meetings,”

explained Kelly Richmond, director of Northwood Meadows.  “We try
hard to make the proceeds from the event benefit all residents. This year
it will benefit staff, too.
“The past 13 years of projects have started this way,” Richmond noted.

“Last year’s project was a generator. Other projects include a gazebo,
dryer, good processing machine, malt maker, and outdoor sun shade
and more.”
Those interested in riding this year should meet at Northwood Mead-

ows, 6086 Beechwood Dr., Cass City.  All motorcycles are welcome.
The registration fee is $25 per bike and an additional $10 if you have a
passenger.

The riders will return to the community for a meal and door prizes.
The ride itself usually concludes around 4 p.m.
“We are grateful to the riders for helping us raise money for our proj-

ects. We have a number of participants who return year after year.  We
look forward to seeing them each year,” Richmond said. “Our residents
love looking at all the motorcycles in the parking lot.”

More information is available by contacting Richmond at (989) 872-
8131.



PAGE EIGHT CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019

����������������������	����� ������������	

��

�
������������
����
��	�������������


�����������

COMPREHENSIVE 
PAIN SPECIALISTS 

WELCOME

McLAREN CARO REGION &

JUDY DECORTE, NP

Now accepting new patients
in Caro

Call (989) 286-5977 to make an appointment

Veteran journalist Drier lends a
hand to ghost hunters in Thumb

If there’s something strange in
your neighborhood, who you
going to call…a nosey reporter.

At least that is what “Ghost
Brothers: Haunted Houseguests”
Executive Producer Matt Hobin
did when he wanted information
about a haunted house in Tuscola
County.
Hobin tracked down Mary Drier,

a veteran Thumb reporter and
columnist from Unionville, for in-
formation about the Richard C.
Burtis house at 2162 S. Ringle Rd.
in Watrousville, for the new para-
normal television show on the
History Channel.

Because of the house’s unique
Victorian — Second Empire —
style built in the tiers, and because
Burtis built it in 1880 for his bride,
Flora, locals refer to it as the
“Wedding Cake House”.

Current owners of the home,
Conrad and Jessica Dowe, along
with their son, Xavier, say they
have been terrorized by unex-
plained happenings and incidents
that have involved injuries.

Hobin become interested in the
house from information gleaned
from a friend in Vassar.

In a desperate attempt for some
help, the Dowes welcomed ghost
hunters Dalen Spratt, Juwan Mass
and Marcus Harvey. They docu-
mented the house’s background,
visited the home, spent a weekend
there to record their findings, in-
vited a medium to help, and devel-
oped a segment of the new
eight-part Travel Channel series.

The Haunting of the Wedding
Cake House is the first segment,

which will premiere at 9 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 16.

Drier is believed to be the first
reporter to gain access to the
house since it was built. She said
she stopped by several times,
leaving business cards asking for
an interview and information
about the unusual house. But the
owner never responded.

Finally, when the
house went up for
sale, Drier contacted
the agent who was
selling the house.
She was given a tour
of the entire home
along with its his-
tory. The resulting
article enabled
Hobin to track down
the reporter.

Since that initial
story, Drier penned
several other articles
featuring various
owners of the house.
So, she had a wealth
of historical infor-
mation along with
some photographs.
Hobin and his crew

filmed Drier at her
home as she went
over the background
of the historic home.
Although the re-
porter is only briefly
featured in the televi-
sion show, she is re-
ferred to by name
several times during
the documentary re-
garding the informa-
tion she provided.
The Dowes say they

believe three ghosts share the
house with them. Two are benev-
olent while one is not. They report
seeing dark shapes in various
rooms of the house, hearing whis-
pering, hearing voices, and even
sustaining injuries. Jessica was se-
verely wounded when a mirror
fell for no reason and left a cut
down the entire length of her leg.

Those incidents have put the
family constantly on edge, fearful
and worried about their young
son.

And, if that wasn’t enough to
contend with, Conrad was in the
U.S. Marines for 10 years, com-
pleting several tours. He was in-
jured by an improvised explosive
device (IED), is on military dis-
ability and has post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD). The situ-
ation is especially difficult for
him.

During the interview with Drier,
the ghost hunters said “some
pretty crazy stuff happened” dur-
ing their overnight stay at the
Wedding Cake House. Although
the ghost hunters would not reveal
their findings, they decided they
were “not interested in visiting the
home again,” and left it at that.
“During our investigation, we try

to validate a person’s claims on
what is happening to them. We try
to leave them with some sort of
peace of mind, and practical ways
to deal with their paranormal
problem,” said Hobin. “We try to
find the back stories, the history
and tangible facts to try to figure
things out. Mary Drier was very
helpful with that.”

According to Drier, she has her
own theories about the happen-
ings at the house at 2162 S. Ringle
Rd. and is willing to talk about
them after the segment airs later
this month.

For History Channel series 

AS PART of developing the History

Channel’s Ghost Brothers: Haunted

Houseguests documentary on the

Wedding Cake House, veteran jour-

nalist and columnist Mary Drier

(above) of Unionville was inter-

viewed by Producer Em Sinick. Drier

provided a wealth of historical infor-

mation as well as photographs.

RICHARD C. Burtis built the so-called Wedding

Cake House in Watrousville back in 1880 for his

bride, Flora. The current homeowners claim the

house is haunted. The History Channel’s new pro-

gram, “Ghost Brothers: Haunted Houseguests”,

will air their investigation of the home Friday, Aug.

16, at 9 p.m.
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The state has already spent $4
million on the project, she noted,
adding it’s important to keep in
mind that the proposal announced
last week is just that – a proposal.
“We’re just at a point where
they’re making a recommenda-
tion. Nothing’s really set in
stone.”

Former 84th District state Rep.
Dr. Edward “Ned” Canfield
agreed. He also voiced concerns
about the viability of proposing
upgrades only to the Caro Center.

“The newest facility there is 60-
plus years old. It would have to be
ADA (Americans with Disabili-
ties Act) compliant, the electrical
is outdated. All of that work and
more has been testified about.
Modernization is not an option for
the Caro Center,” He said.

“The Department of Health and
Human Services can say what it
wants to say, but Legislature has
to agree and make the decision. So
far, (lawmakers have) agreed to
spending the $115 million for a
200-bed (hospital) in Caro,” Can-
field added.

“The conversation on this is far
from over.”

Canfield, pointed out the state’s
plan simply shifts around beds
without providing for new ones,
and there is and has been a stand-
ing need for at least 200 additional
beds in mental health facilities.

“This delay puts those people
who need services at risk — puts
them in prisons and jails rather
than in psychiatric hospital where
they can get help and services,” he
said. “Each passing day puts those
patients and staff at risk. This
needs action now.”

The state’s recommendation
would continue funding levels for
the current 794 beds statewide, ac-
cording to MDHHS officials, who
called for a realignment of current
funding by:

*Maintaining an 84-bed facility
in Caro, via either large-scale
modernization or new construc-
tion. “An 84-bed facility will be
close to the current census and
will reflect the state’s approach to
hospital unit design, utilization for

Continued from page one.

Green blasts state proposal
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patients and construction. Staff
needed to support the facility, pro-
fessional and nonprofessional,
will remain at current levels,” of-
ficials stated in a news release.

*Shifting the remaining 61 beds
to other existing state hospitals
closer to major population centers
where “existing facilities have
closed units that can be brought
back into use at a limited cost.”

*Pursuing additional resources
into community-based services
sufficient to care for more than 55
additional high-acuity individuals.

“These recommendations will
sustain and strengthen the Caro
community’s historic role in pro-
viding psychiatric care,” said
MDHHS Director Robert Gordon.
“They will also improve the qual-
ity of mental health services at
state hospitals, while expanding
community-based care.

“Finally,” Gordon added, “the
recommendations will achieve
their results at significantly lower
cost than the Legislature previ-
ously anticipated, allowing for ad-
ditional investment in other urgent
health priorities.”

Based on preliminary estimates,
the capital costs associated with
renovation or new construction in
Caro is estimated at $40 to $65
million and renovating other ex-
isting facilities at under $20 mil-
lion. No capital costs would be
associated with the community-
based investment.

Based on these estimates, Gor-
don said, capital costs of these
recommendations will be $30 to
$55 million less than the $115
million authorized by the Legisla-
ture.
In 2017, state lawmakers author-

ized the funding to construct a
hospital on the Caro site. The new
Caro Psychiatric Hospital was
scheduled to be completed in
2021 and serve 200 adults, an in-
crease of 50 beds from the exist-
ing facility.
State officials say concerns about

staffing and accessibility to com-
munities caused them to pause the
Caro Center Reconstruction proj-
ect in March to allow for an out-
side consultant to review the
project and recommend next steps

to best meet the needs of Michi-
gan’s citizens. The state hired
Myers and Stauffer to analyze the
process which led to plans for a
new Caro hospital, to engage in
fact-finding and to support further
decision-making.

However, emails obtained via a
Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request submitted by an
ABC12 reporter earlier this year
revealed Gordon had all but de-
cided in late 2018 that the Caro
Center project wasn’t going to
proceed.

“Among other things, the…
emails show a decision was al-
ready largely made to stop the
project before a consultant was
brought on to ‘study’ its feasibil-
ity,” Michigan Speaker of the
House Lee Chatfield (R-Levering)
said at the time. 

Tuscola County officials re-
sponded with reams of research
and data presented previously,
when former Republican Gov.
Rick Snyder’s administration
signed off on the project and ap-
proved the $115 million in fund-
ing for the new
225,000-square-foot hospital.

County commissioners hired
consulting/lobbying firms to help
them plead their case to the state,
local governmental units through-
out the region have adopted reso-
lutions in support of keeping new
hospital in Tuscola County, and
residents have been encouraged to
express their opinions via emails
to the governor and other state of-
ficials.

And, both the Michigan House
and Senate earlier this year passed
versions of a new state budget
reaffirming their commitment to
fully fund the proposed $115 mil-
lion Caro Center construction.

The Caro Center, a staple in the
community for more than 100
years and Tuscola County’s sec-
ond largest employer, boasts
roughly 350 employees and has an
estimated economic impact of
some $54 million on the region’s
economy.

Freelance writer Mary Drier
contributed to this story.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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NOW OPEN
Hills & Dales General Hospital
Caro Lab Draw Station

1186 Cleaver Rd.
(Hills & Dales Center for Rehab Building)

Monday – Friday: 7:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Phone: 989-912-6486 | Fax: 989-672-0372
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Physical Therapy • Outpatient Services • Rehabilitation

Complete Concussion Management
The Lighthouse Rehabilitation Center is now recognized by Complete Concussion Management 
Inc (CCMI) and joins a network of clinics around the world offering evidence-based concussion 

care. From initial pre-season multimodal baseline testing to concussion treatment and 
rehabilitation, our partnered CCMI practitioners collaborate with primary care physicians to 

co-manage concussions, helping patients and athletes safely Return to Learn, Work and Play.

For more information about our “FREE BASELINE TESTING,” Call: 989-673-2500 Caro.
Or 231-263-1350 Traverse City. Or visit our website at www.lighthouserehab.com
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MIKE SEAMAN has been selected as the new

Kingston Community Junior-Senior High School

principal. He is pictured above with his wife, Dar-

lene, and the couple’s children, Conner and Hailey.

Seaman named new Kingston principal 

ademic and athletic success. I be-
lieve a big reason for this success
is that our staff is committed not
only to our school, but also to our
community. He cares and he is
committed,” school Supt. Matt
Drake said of Seaman’s selection.
“Whenever we have an opportu-

nity to promote a high quality can-
didate from within, we do that.”

Continued from page one. Seaman’s base salary for the po-
sition is $80,000 plus benefits.

The decision to hire a junior-se-
nior high school principal meets
the need for a dean of students as
well as alleviating Drake of some
duties.

As principal, Seaman’s duties
will include evaluating teachers
and paraprofessionals from grades
in the middle school and high
school, a task Drake has been han-

dling.
A dean of students cannot be re-

sponsible for any instructional op-
erations of the school, so they
can’t do teacher evaluations, ac-
cording to Drake, who noted that
a high school principal has the au-
thority to tackle those duties.

Seaman and his family live in
Kingston and their children attend
Kingston Schools.

Originally from North Branch,
he graduated from Saginaw Valley
State University in 2008 with a
Master of Education - Principal-
ship Degree.

According to Drake, Seaman
brings many key qualities to the
position.

“He has coached athletics, has
been a leader in curriculum and
educational technology,” Drake
said. “And, he has high expecta-
tions for himself and for the staff
and students.”

Nessel: residents should
not have to ask for credit
after electricity outages 

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel recently sent a letter urging
the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) to require utility
companies with smart meters to automatically credit consumers’ bills
for prolonged power outages.
Nessel also recommended that the MPSC require credits to reflect the

length of an outage.
“There is no reason a utility customer with a smart meter should have

to endure an outage and then take it upon themselves to apply for a
credit from the utility company,” Nessel said.
“The companies know when and where each outage occurred, and they

know the length of the outage. Utility companies can and should auto-
matically credit every customer’s account rather than forcing customers
to apply for the credit,” she added. “That’s just one more hassle for
someone who has already been seriously inconvenienced.”

Michigan utility customers are currently eligible for a $25 outage
credit under three scenarios: (1) failure to restore electric service to a
customer within 16 hours after an interruption that occurred during nor-
mal conditions; (2) failure to restore electric service to a customer
within 120 hours (five days) after an interruption that occurred during
catastrophic conditions; and (3) repetitive interruptions of the same cir-
cuit more than seven times in a 12-month period.
In all three scenarios, the burden is on the consumer to report the out-

age and request the credit.
In her letter, Nessel noted that electric service interruption rules were

written years before the implementation of smart meters, and that with
this new technology, credits should be granted automatically.

“Michigan utility customers spent millions in increased electric rates
so utility companies could upgrade to smart meters,” Nessel said. “This
new technology tells utility companies exactly when their customers
lost power and when it was restored. These companies have all the in-
formation they need to automatically process outage credits. The burden
should be on the company, not the customer.”

In addition to her request to make credits automatically available to
customers left in the dark by their utility companies, Nessel urged the
commission to consider increased penalties that adequately reflect the
costs borne by customers and graduated fees for the length of the out-
age.

“A $25 credit is fine for a customer who has been without power for
16 hours, but the outage credit is exactly the same amount – $25 – for
someone who has been without power for five days – and there is noth-
ing in between for the person who was without power for two or three
or four days,” said Nessel. “That’s simply not fair and I am counting
on the public service commission to address this inequity.”

Reward for Lost Ring!
Rose Gold with chocolate diamond setting. 

Lost at Ubly Heights during a 

wedding reception on August 3rd.

Call 989-239-8105 if you have any information. 


