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ONE OF THIS year’s Thumb Dairy Odyssey farm tours was hosted by the

Oak River Dairy at 4697 Gettel Rd., Sebewaing. Andy Zagata (above center,

pointing) manages the 600-head dairy operation with his father Mike Zagata.

Dairy Odyssey

SANILAC COUNTY Sheriff Garry Biniecki (from left), Sgt. Ron

DuBois, Sanilac County Medical Control Authority Executive Di-

rector Lea Lentz and USDA Loan Specialist Melissa Mora display

two of more than 70 new AEDs recently delivered to the sheriff’s

department, which worked with the medical control authority in

writing a successful USDA grant totaling $50,000 to purchase the

new life-saving units.

Markels closing the
books on combined
73 years of teaching

Rosebush gets
prison time in
Tuscola court

Please turn to page 11.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Vassar man returned to Tuscola
County Circuit Court last week to
face sentencing on a pair of
charges stemming from incidents
that marked the start of a crime
spree during which he allegedly
shot a Saginaw Township police
officer in January.
Joshua Rosebush, 30, was sen-

tenced to 29 months to 60 months
in prison following his pleas of no

contest to
charges of
t a m p e r i n g
with an elec-
tronic moni-
toring device
Jan. 3 in Vas-
sar and un-
l a w f u l l y
driving away
an automo-Joshua Rosebush

Teen’s dream of establishing ag series in Thumb continues

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A Cass City High School stu-
dent’s idea to promote the various
careers available in agriculture,
especially in the dairy industry,
has led to an annual tradition that
is being carried on by others.

The Dairy Odyssey program of-
fers youths a hands-on opportu-
nity to learn about the dairy
industry as well as the various ca-
reer opportunities available in the
field. It is designed for those ages
nine to 19 years old, and the event
is open to all youth, whether they
are from the farm, the city, or are
country kids. It is open to FFA and
4-H members as well as non-
members.

The concept of the Dairy
Odyssey program was developed
by Addy Battel of Cass City.

“Thumb Dairy Odyssey was
Addy’s dream four years ago, and
Marianne Buza ran with the idea

and turned it into a fabulous expe-
rience that has brought many
young people together in the name
of agriculture and science,” ex-
plained Sue Stuever Battel,
Addy’s mother.
Buza is the Huron County Exten-

sion Office dairy educator.
“Buza has done the legwork.

Addy conceived the idea after at-
tending a Michigan Junior Hol-
stein Association event on the
other side of the state,” Battel
noted. “She asked why we didn’t
have any events like that to attend
in the Thumb. So, we brain-
stormed the whole ride home
about what we could do.”
The mother and daughter under-

stood that kids who live on a dairy
farm would have a difficult time
being able to get away to attend a
program on the other side of the
state. They felt there should be a
local Dairy Odyssey program.

“Addy applied for a grant
through the Michigan 4-H Foun-

dation and funded by what is now
called Central Star Cooperative.
They provide services to dairy
farmers. She needed an extension
professional to sign off on the
grant application,” she explained.
“Not only was Marianne willing
to sign it, she was excited about
the idea and wanted to work with
Addy to develop the event.”

Since then, the Dairy Odyssey
has grown into an annual series of
programs.

One of the farm tours was re-
cently hosted by the Oak River
Dairy in the Sebewaing area.

Youths learned about the differ-
ent aspects of a dairy operation
and careers that are available in
the dairy industry, and those who
show livestock at fairs had the op-
portunity to practice their show-
manship skills.
They also had the opportunity to

learn about calf nutrition, how dif-
ferent feeds impact the rumen, and

Please turn to page 10.

Partnership yields
livesaving AEDs
in Sanilac County

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The odds of saving someone’s life during
a cardiac emergency have improved dras-
tically in Sanilac County.
Officials representing the Sanilac County

Sheriff’s Department and Sanilac Medical
Control Authority last week announced
the arrival of a large shipment of AEDs
(automated external defibrillator), which
will make widespread distribution of the
lifesaving equipment possible.
An AED is a lightweight, portable device

that delivers an electric shock through the
chest to the heart. The shock can poten-
tially stop an irregular heartbeat (arrhyth-
mia) and allow a normal rhythm to resume
following sudden cardiac arrest (SCA).
SCA occurs when the heart malfunctions
and stops beating unexpectedly. If not
treated within minutes, it quickly leads to
death.

Hills and Dales ranked 4th
among beautiful hospitals

Please turn to page 11.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital may not be the most beautiful hos-
pital in the country, but it is among the most beautiful.

That’s according to officials at Soliant, a leading healthcare staffing
provider and part of the Adecco Group, which last week named Pipe-
stone County Medical Center and Family Clinic Avera in Pipestone,
Minn., as its 2019 Most Beautiful Hospital in the United States.

Hills and Dales, meanwhile, was ranked an impressive fourth in the
company’s 10th annual top 20 contest, based on votes cast. The Cass
City hospital was one of just seven Michigan hospitals nominated for
the honor and the only state hospital to finish in the top 20.
Also originally nominated in Michigan were: Ascension Genesys Hos-

pital, Grand Blanc; Beaumont Hospital, Grosse Pointe; Bronson
Methodist Hospital, Kalamazoo; DMC Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital,
Commerce Charter Township; Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital,
West Bloomfield Township; and Spectrum Health Butterworth Hospital,

Please turn to page 12.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Public Schools officially lost more than 70 years of
teaching experience Monday night when the board of education ac-
cepted “with regret” the resignations of husband and wife teaching duo
Don and Stacee Markel.

Aside from accepting the resignations and wishing the Markels well
on their retirements, the school board learned seven interviews have
been scheduled for Thursday and Friday to fill Don Markel’s assistance
principal/athletic director positions.
The candidates include five Cass City educators – physical education

teacher and varsity football coach Scott Cuthrell, physical
education/health teacher Adam Dorland, sixth grade math teacher and
varsity baseball/assistant football coach Josh Stern, Title I Director and
para-professional Justin Ketterer, and civics/social studies teacher Bill
Hartzell. Also set to interview are Lindsay Bitzer, dean of students and
social worker in the USA School District, and Kelli McIntyre, physical
education/health teacher in the Caro Schools.
The board scheduled a special meeting for Monday to possibly approve

the hiring of Markel’s replacement.
Both he and Stacee voiced their appreciation for the local district. 
“For the past 39 years, I have been honored to serve the Cass City

School system in a multitude of ways, ranging from classroom teacher,
to coach, to middle school principal, and in recent years as assistant
principal and athletic director,” Don wrote in his letter of resignation.
“I have worked with some of the very best people to serve in the field

of education, hence Cass City’s strong reputation. To have been a part
of a district that is viewed as an education leader has been a real privi-
lege,” added Don, who also leaves a behind big shoes to fill in the Red
Hawk wrestling program.
“Cass City is a tremendous learning institution with a great reputation

which I have had the privilege to be a part of,” Stacee said. “I have
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The process of securing the pur-
chase of six dozen AEDs began
back in 2017, when Sanilac Med-
ical Control Authority Executive
Director Lea Lentz and Sgt. Ron
DuBois of the sheriff’s depart-
ment started looking for ways to
replace the aging AEDs that law
enforcement had throughout the
county.
The sheriff’s department applied

for a grant to purchase 72 AEDs
through the USDA in 2018.
“In April 2019, Melissa Mora of

the USDA gave official notifica-
tion that the Sanilac County AED
Project had been selected for the
maximum funding, which was
$50,000 from the USDA. In order
to meet the grant requirements,
the county had to provide a
matching fund amount of
$25,268. The Sanilac Medical
Control Authority, thanks to mill-
age dollars, was able to provide
the matching portion,” DuBois
said, noting the medical control
authority oversees emergency
medical services for Sanilac
County.
The AED work group knew that

a minimum of 72 AEDs were
needed in order to outfit all first
responders, and the Sanilac Med-
ical Control Authority’s physi-
cians and emergency medical
providers decided that the best
AED for the intended use is the
Zoll AED Plus, according to
DuBois.
“Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office

personnel aggressively worked
with distributors in order to se-
cure the best possible price,” he
said. “Cardio Partners, a com-
pany based out of Tennessee,
worked on the project from the
start…(working) directly with
Zoll to bring the price per unit
down on such a large project

“With the grant project amount
of $75,268, Sanilac County was
able to purchase 74 Zoll AEDs
with advanced CPR feedback
pads and two training AEDs,” he
added. “The retail price for these
items, if purchased a few at a
time, is over $140,000.”
The shipment of 74 AEDs and 2

AED trainers arrived at the Sani-
lac County Sheriff’s Department
last Wednesday.
“The AEDs will now be distrib-

uted to every fire department, li-
censed medical first responding
unit, and law enforcement agen-
cies in the county,” DuBois said.
“These new AEDs will ensure
that when first responders arrive
on a scene, they have the best
possible tools available to do
everything in their power to help
save a life in need.”

The Sanilac Medical Control
Authority will also be providing
free updated training to all re-
sponders in Sanilac County on
use of the new AEDs.
The old units, which were put in

service nearly 20 years ago and
supported by the county’s med-
ical control authority, will be
turned back in, and medical con-
trol will be seeking requests from
other public and private entities
throughout the county that are in
need of an AED in their facilities.

“Locations such as township
halls, churches, schools and even
private entities will be eligible for
consideration to receive one of
the repurposed AEDs,” DuBois
noted.
“The effects of the grant project

are multiplied by Sanilac Medical
Control Authority deciding to put
the old AEDs back out into the
community.  That means over 50
AEDs being placed out in the
community where people gather
and the potential need for imme-
diate access to a defibrillator in-
creases.”

AEDs have been shown to sig-
nificantly increase the odds of
survival for cardiac emergency
patients compared to CPR being
performed alone.

County residents prepare them-
selves to assist in an emergency
by taking advantage of free CPR
classes offered by the Sanilac
County Medical Control Author-
ity and funded by millage dollars.
A list of available classes is on
their website or by contacting Ex-
ecutive Director Lea Lentz.

“This AED Project will have
long lasting positive effects for
every member of this community
and its visitors,” Sanilac County
Sheriff Garry Biniecki com-
mented. “Our sheriff’s office is
proud to partner with USDA and
Sanilac Medical Control in find-
ing creative ways fund this valu-
able life-saving equipment.”

Continued from page one.

AEDs arrive

James “Jim” Doerr   

James “Jim” Lee Doerr, 65, of Caro,  passed away peacefully Tuesday,
July 16, 2019 at his home. 

Jim was born October 29, 1953 in Cass City, the
son of the late Jack and Irene (Guinther)
Doerr.
He was united in marriage with the for-

mer Brenda Kay Vollmar on June 23,
1979 at St. Pancratius Catholic
Church in Cass City.  

Jim was employed as the activity
director at the Tuscola County Med-
ical Care Community for twenty-
seven years, created the “Tree of
Life” at the entrance to the facility,
and eventually retired from
Medilodge in Cass City. He loved
spending time with his grandchildren,
and enjoyed sewing, his flower gardens
and collecting crocks for his flowers, fish-
ing, when he could, feeding “his” birds and
taking care of “his” cat.      

Jim is survived by his loving wife of forty years, Brenda Doerr of
Caro; one daughter Sadie Garza, and her husband, Andrew, of Caro;
three grandchildren, Willow Grace, Magglio Wesson, and Harrlo Vic-
toria, all of Caro; and one brother, Michael Doerr of Bay Port.  
In addition to his parents, Jim was preceded in death by one son, Levi

Doerr. 
A time of remembrance was held Sunday, July 21, at the Ransford Col-

lon Funeral Home in Caro with Pastor Arnold Burger leading the serv-
ice. 
Those planning an expression of sympathy may wish to consider me-

morial contributions to the James Lee Doerr Family Discretionary Fund,
c/o Brenda Doerr, 205 West Sherman Street, Caro, MI 48723. 
The family was assisted with these arrangements by the Ransford Col-

lon Funeral Home of Caro. 
Friends may share memories, thoughts and prayers online at

www.RansfordCollon.com.  

Roger Root

Roger Clayton Root, 74, of Cass City, died Sunday, July 21, 2019 in
Courtney Manor, Bad Axe following a lengthy illness.  
He was born July 24, 1944 in Cass City to Clayton Claude and Luella

Jessie (Holtz) Root.    
Roger graduated from Cass City High School in 1962.  He was a hard

working crop farmer on his family’s Centennial
farm and sold seed corn for Jacques seeds.
An insurance agent, Roger was a former
president of Sebewaing Mutual Insur-
ance Company.  He also served as pres-
ident of the Elkland Township Zoning
Board.   For more than forty years,
Roger loved playing softball and
pitched for a fastpitch church
league.  

He enjoyed deer hunting and
bowled on a league for many years.
He looked forward to early morning
card games with his farming friends
and belonged to a Euchre club for
many years.  Roger was an avid Michi-
gan State Spartan Fan.  He proudly wore
his baseball hat that read, “I’m the boss”.

Roger is survived by his children:  Barbara
(Anthony) Proia of Dunedin, FL and Roger Charles
“Buzz”  (Rebecca) Root of Philadelphia, PA;   grandchildren:  Christo-
pher, Catherine and Axel;  brother-in-law:  George McKee of Lapeer.  

He was preceded in death by his parents; sisters: Maxine McKee and
Amy (Frank) Nemeth.  

Visitation will take place from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, July 23,
and from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, July 24, in Kranz Funeral Home
of Cass City. The funeral service will be held at 2:00 p.m. Wednesday,
July 24, in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with Chaplin Richard Bar-
rigar of Compassus Hospice officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to Compassus Hospice of Cass City.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the

family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

I’LL HOLD MY big ’em, says Deford’s Ben-
jamin Rhyndress while Matt Lynch, Cass City,
displays his catch taken from the Cass River
near Evergreen County Park last week. Craw-
fish were the bait of choice said the Thumb an-
glers.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Do, do -- looking out my backdoor

And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.
The colors of the rainbow so pretty in the sky…”
Oh, yeah!

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I have a real issue with those who have their face
buried in electronics.
There was a video on Facebook that showed a tod-

dler trying to get her parents attention, and they kept
pushing her away while they played on their cell-
phone. That broke my heart. Kids grow up so fast
and need love and attention.
I know I was not the best parent, but at least I tried.

I was the main support of the family. Because of
that, I always worked a full-time job along with a
couple of part-time ones, but when I had free time,
my kids came first. If they let me get my work done,
then I would take them swimming, or the Indian-
fields Township Park, to the movies, or out to eat. 
I wanted to spend more time with them, but I had

to work, and I assured them constantly that I loved
them. I think they grew up to be fine young men.
Whenever my youngest son walks by me, he tells
me he loves me. That means a lot.
And, one thing I did accomplish was giving them

the awareness to look around and enjoy the world.
I don’t remember much about my oldest son’s fu-

neral, but I do remember some of the guys he
served with in the Army saying how he would wake
them up to see a beautiful sunrise, and how he
would encourage them to check out a breathtaking
sunset.
My youngest son is the same. A couple of times a

week, he will take a photo of sunrises and sunsets
out the backdoor.

When I’m driving, I’m checking out the world
around me; I see deer in the fields, birds flying by,
the changing of the seasons and how the crops are
doing.
Watching wheat mature and ripen is one of my fa-

vorite pastimes. The little shoots start out emerald
green. Then, they gradually change little by little to
a lime green, then an amber color before turning a
gold color. There is a wheat field out my backdoor
that I have been watching the last few months. Its
golden color means it will soon be harvested.
I’m pretty sure those who regularly travel with me

get tired of me pointing out the wheat’s color
changes, and of how the cornhusks look when they
start to dry out before the harvest, and the rustling
sound they make when it is windy.

I’ve had several downs in my life. During those
times, I found comfort in going for long drives and
just looking at Mother Nature’s beauty.
I think one of the worst things vehicle companies

did was put electronics like video players in for pas-
sengers. I can see how they would help break up a
several-hour trip, but I don’t think they are neces-
sary for a drive that only lasts a few minutes. It’s
like it is some kind of a sin for kids to be bored for
a little while and not to be constantly entertained.

Several times while driving with kids, I would
point out deer in a field, or a squirrel gathering nuts,
or rabbits along the road. They missed it because
they had their faces buried in an electric device.
Louis Daniel Armstrong said it best:
“I see trees of green, red roses too,
I see them bloom for me and you.
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.
I see skies of blue and clouds of white.
The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night.
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Play it safe when
temps climb high

Change is the only constant when it comes to the
weather in Michigan, but the heat has definitely been
on in recent weeks, prompting some residents to cheer
and others to seek out the nearest air conditioner.
Regardless of your preference, state health officials are

reminding everyone to stay safe when you venture out
in the summer heat.

With temperatures across the state topping 80 on a
number of days in July, Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS) officials are sharing
tips on ways for residents to stay cool – and healthy.

The MDHHS routinely reviews emergency room (ER)
data for heat-related illness. Since July 1, more than 600
ER visits due to complaints including sunburn and sun
poisoning, heat exhaustion, heat stroke and dehydration
were reported.
Days in which the temperature rises above 80 degrees

generally correlate with an increase in emergency de-
partment visits for heat-related illness.
“It’s important Michiganders stay hydrated and out of

the sun as much as possible to avoid serious health com-
plications during this hot weather,” said Dr. Joneigh
Khaldun, MDHHS chief medical executive and chief
deputy director for health.

“Young children, older adults and those who have
medical conditions are at increased risk for heat-related
illness, so be sure to check frequently on them and oth-
ers in your community who may need additional assis-
tance.”

To prevent complications from the heat, residents are
encouraged to:

*Drink more fluids and avoid liquids with large
amounts of sugar and alcohol.

*Limit outdoor activities to when it’s coolest in the
morning and evening.
*Spend time indoors in air conditioning.
*Wear lightweight, light-colored and loose-fitting

clothing.
*Wear sunscreen, as sunburn affects a body’s ability

to cool down.
*Check on elderly neighbors and relatives to determine

if they need assistance.
For those without access to air conditioning, contact

your local health department to find out if there is a
cooling center nearby.
In addition to staying hydrated and out of the sun, res-

idents are reminded to never leave children or pets
alone in a car, even with the windows cracked. Temper-
atures inside a car can easily be double the temperature
outside, and because a child’s body heats up three to
five times faster than an adult’s, they are more suscep-
tible to heatstroke.
Heat exhaustion and heatstroke are both forms of heat-

related illness.
Signs of heat-related illness vary but may include

heavy sweating, muscle cramps, weakness, dizziness,
headache, nausea or vomiting, fainting, an extremely
high body temperature (above 103°F) and tiredness.
Heatstroke occurs when the body is unable to regulate
its temperature and can result in death if not treated
promptly.

DTE and Consumers Energy continue efforts to
restore power to their customers following a storm
system that began Friday evening and continued
through Saturday that pummeled the state with
fierce winds, lightning, flooding rains and hail that
interrupted power to over 800,000 homes and busi-
ness mainly in the southern part of Michigan.

DTE officials reported as of 11:45 a.m. Monday,
approximately 230,000 customers remain without
power. The company’s goal is to have restored
power to 80 percent of their 600,000 total customers
impacted by this weekend’s severe weather by the
end of the day Monday and expect to have 90 per-
cent of all customers restored by end of day Tues-
day, with the remainder by end of today
(Wednesday).
Meanwhile, Consumers Energy officials said as of

11 a.m. Monday, about 36,000 of their customers
are still affected by storm-related outages. The ma-
jority of those customers will be restored by the end
of the day Tuesday.

Consumers Energy customers can report an out-
age, check the status of an outage and get useful tips
for what to do after a storm by visiting www.Con-
sumersEnergy.com/OutageCenter, while DTE En-
ergy customers can report an outage by calling
800-477-4747 or going to https://emergency.dteen-
ergy.com/report-outage.

**********     

Although the storms caused plenty of problems,
they did drive away last week’s heat wave that saw
the heat index climb well above 100 degrees.
But before doing so, Helen Steven Memorial Pool

Director Erika Martin reports that 565 swimmers
visited the Cass City pool from July 15-21.

**********      

I experienced perhaps my best Saginaw Bay fish-
ing trip Sunday. 

It started with perfect weather conditions and
ended with a boatload of large tasty walleyes.

Most of the credit goes to Jason Kaniszewski of
Au Gres. He operates Wally J Fishing Charters. Be-
side vast knowledge of the fishing grounds, his
equipment is top notch.

Fishing partner Dean Woods and I meet up with
Kaniszewski at an Au Gres River access site at 7:00
a.m. There, the Charter Captain launched his 2018
fiberglass Skeeter boat that featured a 300-hp
Yamaha engine as well as a 9.9-hp Yamaha kicker
motor on the stern and a Minn Kota electric trolling
motor on the bow of the 22’ vessel. Additionally, he
had two electronic fishing aides, a fish finder and a
course plotter.

We made our way to our first fishing spot at 55
mph. That was fun enough. However, after two
hours we had landed over a dozen walleyes.

Then just for fun, we went to check out another
fishing spot that proved just as effective. Another
90 minutes of fishing and we had our limit. For the
day, the three of us boated 22 walleyes, and released
another hand full of walleyes, plus about a dozen
sheepheads and one enormous cat fish. 

I give Kaniszewski a perfect 10 rating. Give him
a try by calling (989) 254-2123.
Oh yeah, Kaniszewski, who is an Au Gres teacher,

also has a local connection; he was college room-
mate of Cass City area resident Paul Ulfig. The pair
played hoops together at Aquinas College. 

*********    

For you fish cooks out there, here’s an easy wall-
eye recipe to try.
First, make sure to wash and dry your fish fillets.
Then spread some oil - I used coconut oil - on a

baking sheet and preheat the oven to 375 degrees.
Next salt and pepper the fish. Then spread a little

mayonnaise on your fillets and cover them with
finely crushed salt and vinegar potato chips. Bake
for 25-30 minutes and enjoy.   

Lawmakers should be
working with Trump

Editor,

I am not a Trump fan, but I have a few observations
I would like to share.

It appears that he is the only one in Washington fo-
cusing on getting things done. It seems all we hear
about is how the rest of the lawmakers are trying to
get him out of office. They bring up and investigate
one thing after another, with no results in the end.
So much time is being wasted on trying to impeach

him, when those efforts could be focused on trying to
find common ground for the good of the constituents.
Currently, we, as taxpayers, are paying these people

in Washington to focus their efforts on impeaching

Please turn to page 12.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Jayme L. Hix, 33, Vassar, was
sentenced to 90 days in the county
jail after pleading no contest to
charges of domestic violence and
child abuse, third degree, March
12 in Vassar. The defendant was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).
Hix was also placed on probation

for 18 months and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling $435
plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Jeremy A. Likens, 43, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
following his plea of guilty to pos-
session of cocaine, heroin or an-
other narcotic (less than 25 grams)
Feb. 8 in Ellington Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 24 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $858.
*Bryan M. Loper, 50, Vassar, re-

ceived a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no
contest to child abuse, third de-
gree, Sept. 26 in Juniata Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $448.
*Tiffany L. Cunningham, 30, Se-

bewaing, was sentenced to 90
days in jail following her pleas of
no contest to killing/torturing ani-
mals and abandoning animals
Sept. 29 in Unionville.
She was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,558
plus restitution of $3,650 to Tus-
cola County Animal Control.

*Bryant K. McCain, 50, Bay
City, was sentenced to one day in
jail following his plea of guilty to
possession of cocaine, heroin or
another narcotic (less than 25
grams), subsequent offense, Sept.
3, 2017, in Watertown Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $358.
*Shelley L. Guilds, 52, Cass

City, was sentenced to 30 days in
jail, with work release and work-

site privileges, following her plea
of guilty to operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Feb. 9 in
Almer Township.
She was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008.
*Faith A. Windsor, 21, Mt. Mor-

ris, received a one-year delayed
sentence following her pleas of no
contest to illegal use of a financial
transaction device and
retaining/stealing a financial
transaction device without con-
sent of the device-holder.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,026 plus restitu-
tion of $921.37.

*Timothy A. Buttleman, 33,
Cadiz, Ky., pleaded guilty to a
charge of illegal use of a financial
transaction device July 16, 2011,
in Mayville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.
*Brandi K. Lasiewicki, 39, Caro,

pleaded no contest to embezzle-
ment from a vulnerable adult, to-
taling $20,000 to $50,000,
between Jan. 1, 2015, and April
30, 2018, in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued

at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Eric R. Lasiewicki, 42, Caro,
pleaded no contest to embezzle-
ment from a vulnerable adult, to-
taling $20,000 to $50,000,
between Jan. 1, 2015, and April
30, 2018, in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jack C. Hirschman, 19, Reese,
pleaded guilty to killing/torturing
animals March 16 in Gilford
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Brandi E. Lambert, 34, Harri-
son Township, was sentenced to
90 days in jail, with worksite priv-
ileges, following her plea of no
contest to operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, May 27,
2018, in Fremont Township. She
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).

In addition to jail time, she was
placed on probation for 60
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $758.
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Governor opens disaster fund to
provide aid to Tuscola County

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer last
week opened the Disaster and
Emergency Contingency Fund to
provide financial assistance to
Tuscola County following severe
flooding that caused significant
and widespread damage in late
May.

“I thank the first responders and
other agencies in Tuscola County
who did a great job protecting the
health and safety of residents
throughout this emergency,” said
Whitmer. “The county continues
to recover from the impacts of the
severe flooding and this funding
will help to cover some of the
costs incurred while responding to
and recovering from this disaster.”

Under extraordinary circum-
stances, the governor may author-
ize reimbursement from the

Disaster and Emergency Contin-
gency Fund to provide state assis-
tance to counties and
municipalities when federal assis-
tance is not available.

The fund is used when commu-
nities demonstrate an exhaustion
of local resources during a disaster
or emergency. 

The money can be applied to-
ward the immediate prevention,
response and recovery of a disas-
ter or emergency, as well as cover
overtime for public employees,
contracts used during the re-
sponse, shelter supplies, gasoline
used during the response and re-
pair of public buildings and infra-
structure.

The Michigan State Police,
Emergency Management and

Homeland Security Division, will
administer the grant program and
assist local governments with ap-
plying for the funds.

On May 25, heavy rainfall
caused widespread flooding in
Tuscola County, damaging infra-
structure and private property. The
county formally requested assis-
tance four days later.
County officials declared a local

state of emergency May 28, which
activates local emergency re-
sponse and recovery plans. By re-
questing a governor’s declaration,
the county determined local re-
sources were insufficient to ad-
dress the situation, and that state
assistance is required to protect
the health, safety and property to
lessen or avert the threat of a cri-
sis.

Sanilac deputy promoted

Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki Thursday announced the
promotion of Deputy Christopher
Kravitsky to the rank of uniform
services sergeant.
Kravitsky has been with the sher-

iff’s department for nine years and
has held many positions within
the office, including uniform serv-
ices deputy, drug task force inves-
tigator, medical examiner special
investigator and weighmaster.

He is a lifelong Sanilac County
resident and resides in the Mar-
lette area with his wife, Amber,
and their family.

“This new promotion for Sgt.
Kravitsky is sure to offer him new

opportunities and challenges in
serving the public,” Biniecki said.

Sgt. Christopher Kravitsky
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Things that make
you go hmmm...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Marissa Paschke was one of sev-
eral youngsters to have their faces
painted during the annual Summer
Mania festival, held at Rotary
Park. Face painting was provided
by Gail Tuckey.

A New LED sign in front of the
Elkland Township Fire Depart-
ment is just part of an on-going
renovation effort launched by
local fire fighters. A concrete
walkway, new brick and new
grass will also be added, with fire-
men paying for the improvements
themselves.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Sara Tarzwell and Nathan Mastie
of Madison Heights announce
their engagement. Sara is the
daughter of Rodney and Renea
Tarzwell of Clarkston. She is a
2000 graduate of Waterford-Ket-
tering High School. Sara received
her bachelor’s degree from West-
ern Michigan University and her
master’s degree from Concordia
University in 2009. She is cur-
rently a math teacher at Clarkston
Junior High School. Nathan is the
son of James and Marilyn Mastie
of Cass City. He is a 1995 gradu-
ate of Cass City High School.
Nathan received his bachelor’s de-
gree from Central Michigan Uni-
versity. He is currently employed
by Menlo Worldwide Logistics of
Auburn Hills as a solutions engi-
neer. The couple is planning a
Sept. 19, 2009 wedding.

Samantha DeLong, 13, of
Kingston will show a 1300-pound
steer and 2 sheep at this year’s
Tuscola County Fair 4-H Market
Livestock Show. DeLong, daugh-
ter of Dennis and Melissa De-
Long, has spent the last few
months nurturing her steer in
preparation for the show. She
hopes to win this year with her
steer that she named Dude. Last
year, DeLong sold a 123-pound
sheep to Bob and Mary Ann Hirn,
of Cass City, for $2.25 per pound.
She is a member of the 5 Star
Livestock 4-H Club in Kingston.

Jared Koehler, 12, of Kingston
will show his home born and
raised 1250-pound steer at this
year’s Tuscola County Fair 4-H
Market Livestock Show. Koehler,
son of Jason and Melissa Koehler,
won Grand Champion last year
for his market feeder, which he
sold to his Aunt Roxanne Croft for
$2.75 per pound. This year, he
will bring back last year’s market
feeder, now a full grown steer, in
hopes of taking home the title of
Grand Champion again. Koehler
is a member of Kingston’s 5 Star
Livestock 4-H Club.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hoxie, Beth,
Rob and Ryan of Holbrook, Mr.
and Mrs. Doug Hoxie of Sterling
Heights, Ricky Older and daugh-
ter Stacy of Santa Anna, Calif.,
Colonel Ryan Hoxie and wife, Lt.
Colonel Michelle, and daughter
Angela of Fort Mead, Md., and
Michael Hoxie of Kennewick,
Wash., were July 10 guests of Lor-
raine Hoxie for dinner from 12 to
3 in honor of Loraine Hoxie’s
74th and Rob Hoxie’s 6th birth-
day. There was an open house for
friends from 3 to 5 o’clock.

Charles Wright was recently
honored by United Parcel Service
for completing 30 years of service
with the company. Wright, who is
a delivery driver with UPS in Cass
City, was cited for his loyal serv-
ice contributions to UPS. He
began his career in 1964.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Hazel Moore, a lifelong Cass
City resident, celebrated her 85th
birthday Saturday in the recreation
park. Fifty relatives attended. Per-
sons traveling long distances
came from Tinley Park, Ill., Livo-
nia, Yale, North Branch, Davison,
Au Gres and Saginaw. Mrs.
Moore was born Hazel Pfann July
17, 1899, in Novesta Township.
She has six children, four step-
children, more than 20 grandchil-
dren and more than 40
great-grandchildren. Mrs. Moore

Mr. and Mrs. William Toner of
Hazel Park took his mother, Mrs.
William Toner, to Mio where they
attended the 60th anniversary ex-
pedition of the Huron National
Forest Saturday. Sunday, they at-
tended the golden wedding an-
niversary, of Mr. and Mrs. George
Carlton at Mackinaw City. Mrs.
Carlton is a former school teacher
of Mrs. Toner.

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Wallace and
family and Mrs. C. M. Wallace at-
tended the Hurley family reunion
Sunday at Glencoe, Ont. Other
relatives included two nephews of
Mrs. C. M. Wallace, James Hurley
Jr. and daughters of Pueblo, Colo.,
and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hurley
and family of Dearborn Heights.

Neil Jackson, 12, owns both the
grand champion cow and senior
yearling, bringing both he and his
brother Gale Jackson, 9, of Caro
top honors.
Pfc. Walter Hempton, son of Mr.

and Mrs. James Hempton of Cass
City, is serving with the U.S.
Army in Vietnam. He is a supply
clerk with the 101st Airborne Di-
vision. Hempton graduated from
Cass City High School in 1964
and attended Central Michigan
University before entering the
service. He received basic training
at Ft. Knox, Ky., and qualified as
expert marksman on the rifle
range. He took AIT training at Ft.
Lewis, Wash. He spent a two-
week leave at his home before
leaving for duty in Vietnam.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Edward Schwegler has resigned
from his position as bookkeeper in
the office of The Farm Produce
Co.’s elevator to enter into part-
nership with his brother, Andrew
Schwegler, at Charlotte, who for
several years has conducted the
Charlotte Dairy Bar, an ice cream
and restaurant establishment. Ed-
ward Schwegler leaves Cass City
Monday for Charlotte. Watson
Spaven, who has divided his time
between the elevator and lumber
offices of The Farm Produce Co.,
will fill the vacancy caused by Mr.
Schwegler’s resignation. Herbert
Maharg, Grant township farmer, is
the new bookkeeper in the lumber
department. 

Second Lieutenant Wm. H.
Crawford, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Clayton J. Crawford, Deford, and
husband of Mrs. Winnifred Craw-
ford of Clawson, has been deco-
rated with the Aid Medal, it is
announced by the commanding
general, at an Eighth AAF
Bomber Station in England. Lt.
Crawford is the pilot of a B-17
Flying Fortress and a veteran of
heavy bomber missions over
Hamburg, Berlin and Munich, in-
cluding attacks against many
other enemy targets. The citation
which accompanied his decora-
tion read: “For exceptionally mer-
itorious achievement while
participating in sustained bomber
combat missions over Germany
and enemy occupied Europe. The
courage, coolness and skill dis-
played by Lt. Crawford on these
occasions reflect great credit upon
himself and the Armed Forces of
the United States.” Prior to his
entry into the Army Air Forces, in
1942, Lt. Crawford drove a bus
for the Greyhound Bus Co.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Geo. McIntyre and family and
Byron Murray motored to
Columbiaville Sunday meeting
while there Mrs. Murray and son,
John, of Detroit, the entire party
being entertained at the home of
Mr. McIntyre’s son, George
McIntyre, jr.

Lt. Eugene Schwaderer arrived
in town Tuesday evening, having
been transferred from Camp Mer-
ritt, N. J., to Camp Sherman,
Ohio, where he must return before
receiving his discharge, being ex-
cused only on furlough. Vern
Holler is in the same camp and is
expected by his parents in a few
days. Earl Moon and Ernest Wood
are just returned from overseas
and reached town this week. Mr.
Moon was accompanied by his
wife for a visit here with his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Burt Moon.

shares her home with roomers and
maintains a garden.
Army Pvt. Steven C. Rosinski re-

cently graduated from advanced
individual training in food service
at Fort Jackson, S.C. A 1982
Kingston High School graduate,
Rosinski completed basic training
at Fort Knox, Ky., in May.

Frederick B. Auten received a
plaque last Wednesday from bank
directors and staff for his 35 years
of service to Cass City State Bank
and community. He is president
and chairman. The presentation
was made by Executive Vice-
president Art Randall at a surprise
dinner at the Colony House.

Esther McCullough, who after
having served on the library board
since the 1950s, decided to retire
because of declining eyesight and,
“I’ve been on there long enough.”
Kirk Carolan, student at CMU, is

employed for the summer at
Camp Daggett in Petoskey and for
the past few weeks, Reid Goslin,
also has been working there. Last
Sunday, Craig Carolan, on leave
from the Navy, visited his brother
at the camp. They are the sons of
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Goslin and
the late Paul Carolan.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Born Sunday, July 29 at 3:56
a.m. at Caro Community Hospital,
a boy, Benjamin Thomas, nine
pounds, to Nicoli Clair, wife of
Thomas Clair, Decker, their first
child. Grandparents are Howard
and Frances Clair, South Lyon,
and Oleene Schawinsky, South
Lyon. 

Capt. Dean Rienstra and friend
Kathy Gager of Boise, Idaho, and
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rienstra of
Minneapolis, Minn., were guests
in the Peter Rienstra home July
20-25 and Mr. and Mrs. Dennis
Rienstra and sons of Harrison
from July 21-23 when they came
to attend the Rienstras’ 40th wed-
ding anniversary. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Gelbaugh of

Plainwell announce the birth of a
seven-pound, 14.ounce daughter,
Emaline Mae, July 26, in Bronson
Methodist Hospital, Kalamazoo.
Mrs. Gelbaugh is the former
Karen Holm. Mother and baby
went home Sunday. Grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Don Gelbaugh of
Plainwell and Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Holm. Great-grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Zapfe. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Esau spent the

week end in Lowell and Grand
Rapids. They attended the show-
boat performance at Lowell Satur-
day night and earlier attended a
reunion of Sigma Gamma staff
and patients of which Mrs. Esau
was a member when she taught in
Mount Pleasant 

Mr. and Mrs. David Erla enter-
tained relatives from Ubly and
Cass City Sunday at a dinner cel-
ebrating the first birthday of their
son Jason, which was July 30.

Reserve Champion Steer at the
Tuscola County Fair belongs to
Tim Ruggles, 14, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Ruggles of E. Sanilac
Road, Kingston. The Simmental
crossbreed weighs 1,230 pounds.

Somewhat rambunctious after
winning senior showmanship hon-
ors at the fair Tuesday was the
1,140-pound Simmental of Greg
Daily, 16. Greg is the son of Jim
and Beverly Daily of M-46,
Mayville.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

The 50th wedding anniversary of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Smith
will be observed Sunday, Aug. 3,
with open house at St. Pancratius
Social Hall, S. Seeger St., Cass
City. The affair has been planned
by the Joseph Maleck family and
will be held from 2-5 p.m. The
Smiths were married Aug. 4,
1919, at Gagetown by Rev. Alvin
H. Kauffman. Mrs. Smith is the
former Iva McKellar. They still
live on the farm one half mile
south of Colwood where Mr.
Smith was born. The land was
cleared by his father, Charles
Smith. The Smiths’ two children,
Kathleen and Leslie, are both de-
ceased. Friends, relatives and
neighbors are invited to the open
house.

I’m no attorney (or even a non-attorney spokesperson), so this might
sound kind of stupid to those in the know in legal circles: if baby (tal-
cum) powder causes ovarian cancer, why is it still on the shelves?
According to television commercials featuring a legal firm spokesper-

son, courts have ordered judgments in the millions of dollars to plain-
tiffs claiming it does after being diagnosed with cancer.
Of course, the same non-attorney spokesperson also tells us that courts

have awarded millions of dollars to individuals who have developed
cancer after using the popular week killer Roundup, and Roundup is
still readily available on the shelves of major retailers across the coun-
try.

By the way, if you or someone you know used any of these products
and now suffer from cancer or other serious health conditions, you may
be entitled to legal compensation. And do you know the best way to do
that? Why, you seek out the right legal firm…blah, blah, blah. Or some-
thing like that – I never seem to have the time or eyesight to read even
a sliver of the tiny disclaimer at the bottom of these advertisements on
my television screen.

But I digress.
Might as well keep going. It’s been nearly 50 years since then-Presi-

dent Richard Nixon signed the Public Health Cigarette Smoking Act,
which banned cigarette ads from airing on television and radio.

First, a little history; after World War II, cigarette companies began
advertising heavily on television. Later, in the mid- to late-1960s, the
FCC (Federal Communications Commission) utilized a provision of its
“fairness doctrine” that required all TV stations to broadcast one anti-
smoking public service announcement — at no cost to the organizations
providing them — for every three cigarette ads they aired.

In 1969, bills began to circulate on Capitol Hill banning all cigarette
advertising on TV and radio. In that year, tobacco firms were the sin-
gle-largest product advertisers on television. Initially, the tobacco lobby,
buoyed by legislators from tobacco-growing areas, succeeded in block-
ing congressional action. But in the end, Big Tobacco yielded, opting
instead to shift its focus to alternative media outlets.

The Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement reached in 1997 banned
outdoor, billboard and public transportation advertising of cigarettes in
46 states. Restrictions on cigarette were further tightened in 2010 with
passage of the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act.

So…cigarette advertising is banned because tobacco is a known car-
cinogen that causes cancer and a plethora of other health problems. I
get that. Couldn’t agree more.
What I don’t get is why the airwaves are flooded with alcohol adver-

tisements, given the number of health issues stemming from consump-
tion of booze.

On television, everyone is enjoying life while celebrating with food,
lively music and a cooler full of the latest, greatest alcohol-laced spring
water with just a hint of lime, and not one person appears to have had
two or three too many (which is a good thing, because many of these
celebrants are shown splashing around in the water or boating. What
could go wrong, right?).

Maybe it’s okay to advertise alcohol – and not cigarettes or chewing
tobacco – because the advertisements don’t encourage excessive drink-
ing, which is the only way alcohol could impact your health?
Hmmm. The fact is, there is a strong scientific consensus that alcohol

drinking can cause several types of cancer. In its Report on Carcinogens,
the National Toxicology Program of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services lists consumption of alcoholic beverages as a known
human carcinogen.

So…we know alcohol and cigarettes both present health risks, but
manufacturers can advertise one but not the other on television, even
though both are readily available (and legal) to purchase, provided you
have a valid ID proving you’re of legal age.

Hmmm.
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you
need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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Freedom Festival Sponsors!

Thank You 
The Freedom Festival wouldn’t be

possible without your support!!

Agri-Valley Services | Steve & Janet Auvil | Cass City Lions Club
Cass City Oil & Gas* | Harris & Co. - Dave & Heather Weiler  
Ligrow’s Fitness | Rolling Hills Golf Course | Thumb Bank & Trust
Village of Cass City |  Walther Farms*

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS
Bert & Holly Althaver |Coachlight Pharmacy | Chemical Bank & Trust
D/S Services, Inc | Dairy Farmers of America | Knights Insurance Agency 

SILVER SPONSORS
Biddinger & Bitzer, PLLC* |  Frankenmuth Credit Union | Gavel Club | Dean Alexander Concrete
Hills & Dales  Hospital | Hospital Drive Pharmacy | Independent Bank | Jim & Judy Brown
JW Hunt, OTC | Kranz Funeral Home | Marlette Roofing Company* 
McDonald’s Restaurant of Cass City*| Mike Lowe Construction* | Mi-Tech Tooling, Inc*
Prieskorn Family | Thabet Funeral Home | Thumb Insurance Group*

BRONZE SPONSORS
All Pets Veterinary Clinic | All Season Sales & Rent-All* | Anderson, Tuckey, Bernhardt & Doran, PC
Cass Theatre | Captured by Christine* | CLS - Custom Lawn Service* | Tom & Ann Craig
Copeland Insurance Agency | Curtis Garber Chevrolet Cadillac* | Cass City United Methodist Church
James & Linda Heiser  | Kelly & Co. Realty | Northwood Modular Homes
Petal N Bean Co.*| Northwood Lake Condo Association  
Osentoski Reality & Auctioneering* | Rent-A-Box Portable Storage* 
Superior One* | Thumb Cellular*| VFW Post 3644

*Freedom Fest Golf Outing Sponsor

Diamond
Sponsor Walbro, LLC
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by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Little by little, additional events are being organized for this year’s
Kingston Days celebration.

A unique musical feature has been added to the line-up along with a
seek-and-find adventure for the kids.
Tuscola County’s only World War II Normandy Invasion veteran, Ger-

ald Johnston, will perform from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 24, at the
Kingston Depot in Memory Park during the height of the celebration.
He enjoys playing music on his guitar and will perform his interpreta-
tion of country music star Merle Haggard’s work.

Johnston, 94, of Kingston, served from 1943 to 1946. He was a rifle
sharpshooter in the 753rd Tank Battalion.
“At just 19 years old, he arrived on the shores of Omaha Beach at Nor-

mandy, France, on the second day of the invasion - June 7, 1944. He
was carrying 80 pounds of gear on his back as he left the LST (Landing
Ship Transport) boat in six feet of water for the shores,” explained
Kingston historian Richard Peter.
“Over the next 10 months, the 753rd Tank Battalion…fought their way

into Germany.”
In addition, Amy Fetting, who is coordinating the celebration, has

added a colorful touch with the help of some neighbor kids. The group
painted nearly 100 rocks for youngsters to find for Kingston Days. The
rocks can be turned in for prizes.
Also planned is a Kingston royalty contest that will recognize a prince

and princess.
According to Fetting, parents can submit a photo of their little prince

or princess, up to age six years, to the Kingston Tri-County Bank to
register for the contest. Votes are cast by donating a penny, with 100
pennies equal to 100 votes.
Only children living in the Kingston School District or who have fam-

ily in the school district are eligible to enter. The voting ends Friday,
Aug. 23.
The prince and princess will ride in the Kingston Days Parade, which

kicks off at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 24.
The Kingston Days fun will also include a car cruise, slated for 7 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 23. Line-up is in the east parking lot at Kingston High
School. Contact Karey for more information at (989) 683-2976.
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AMY FETTING, who is coordinating the Kingston

Days celebration, painted nearly 100 rocks for

youngsters to find. The rocks can be turned in for

prizes.

Gerald Johnston

WWII vet Johnston
among additions to
Kingston Days fest



about mastitis management.
According to Lorene Zagata, who owns the dairy operation at 4697

Gettel Rd. with her husband, Mike, and their son, Andy, the operation
has grown.

“Mike and I started the dairy business with 18 cows in a nine-stan-
chion barn in 1973. Andy joined us after getting his degree in animal
science from MSU in 1998,” said Zagata.
Today the Zagata family milks 600 cows.
“All cows get milked three times a day in shifts. The shifts are at 6:15

a.m., 2:15 p.m. and 10:15 p.m., and each shift lasts about 6.5 to 7
hours,” she explained, noting the operation employs 16 people.

This was the first time Oak River Dairy hosted a Thumb Odyssey
farm tour.
“Our 11-year-old neighbor, Annie Bowman, was interested in hosting

a Dairy Odyssey event. She has been showing our calves at the Huron
County Fair for around five years and is very active in the 4-H pro-
gram,” Zagata said. “We were happy to host the event. We were sur-
prised that families from all over the state attended.

“The empha-
sis on expos-
ing science
and technol-
ogy to young
people was
very impres-
sive.”

According to
Battel, Annie
Bowman and
Milan For-
rester were
among the
youngest who
attended the
first Thumb
D a i r y
Odyssey, and
since then they
have taken on
l e a d e r s h i p
roles.

“They will
now be the
youth voices in
the planning of
the events now
that Addy is
moving on.
With her rising
senior sched-
ule, Addy
stepped back,
and had only a
very small part
in planning
this year’s
(tours) and
couldn’t at-
tend them,”

said Battel.
However, the Battel family was still well represented; Addy’s younger

sister, Dori, created the graphic design that was imprinted on T-shirts
worn by many at the dairy tour. The front of the T-shirt says, “Thumb
Dairy Odyssey - a legendary journey,” and the back says “My heart
beats for dairy,”
Battel explained her other daughter is following her own path.
“Dori has really taken off with her interest in graphic design and has

now designed several T-shirts and flyers that have been used in the real
world. She doesn’t enjoy too much spotlight and is figuring out her
own interests that differ from big sister’s,” Battel added.
“It’s fun when the things each of the girls love can come together and

they can each play their own special role.”
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Physical Therapy • Outpatient Services • Rehabilitation

Complete Concussion Management
The Lighthouse Rehabilitation Center is now recognized by Complete Concussion Management 
Inc (CCMI) and joins a network of clinics around the world offering evidence-based concussion 

care. From initial pre-season multimodal baseline testing to concussion treatment and 
rehabilitation, our partnered CCMI practitioners collaborate with primary care physicians to 

co-manage concussions, helping patients and athletes safely Return to Learn, Work and Play.

For more information about our “FREE BASELINE TESTING,” Call: 989-673-2500 Caro.
Or 231-263-1350 Traverse City. Or visit our website at www.lighthouserehab.com
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NOW OPEN
Hills & Dales General Hospital
Caro Lab Draw Station

1186 Cleaver Rd.
(Hills & Dales Center for Rehab Building)

Monday – Friday: 7:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Phone: 989-912-6486 | Fax: 989-672-0372
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Continued from page one.

Thumb Dairy Odyssey

SHANNON BOWMAN was on hand to help at the Thumb Dairy Odyssey farm

tour at the Oak River Dairy in Sebewaing. Her daughter, Annie, and Milan

Forrester were among the youngest to attend the first Thumb Dairy Odyssey

tour and helped coordinate this year’s program at the Sebewaing farm.

DORI BATTEL (above) created the

graphic design for the T-shirts worn by

participants promoting the Dairy

Odyssey program that her sister, Addy

Battel, helped develop.

Thanks for calling
872-2010

with feature story ideas
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News briefs
Get to know snakes better
BAD AXE – Area residents interested in exploring the world of Michi-
gan snakes is invited to attend a special program on the topic Wednes-
day, July 31, starting at 1 p.m. at the 4-H building during the Huron
Community Fair.

The Huron County Master Gardeners have invited Chippewa Nature
Center (CNC) Naturalist Jennifer DuBey to present the program. At-
tendees will have the opportunity to see — and even touch if they
choose — CNC’s ambassador snakes.
Michigan has about 17 snake varieties and only one of those presents

any danger to humans — the Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake, which
is usually content to stay in its relatively inaccessible location of wet-
lands. The others help to control mice and voles, frogs, worms, and
other snakes. Many snakes are on the threatened or endangered species
list in Michigan, so the chances of seeing them are declining.
There is a daily entrance fee to enter the fairgrounds during fair week,

but there is no charge to attend this Michigan snake program.

Garage sales galore on tap
CASS CITY – Cass City’s annual Town-Wide Garage Sale is scheduled
for Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Aug. 1-3.

Those interested in participating in this sale may sign up at Rawson
Memorial District Library, Cass City, any time before Thursday, July
25, so your sale will be listed in the Cass City Chronicle. There is a $2
charge for the listing to help offset the cost of printing and advertising.

More information is available by calling (989) 872-2856.

4-Hers needed to help at fair
BAD AXE – The sixth annual Special Needs Kids Event will be held
Thursday, Aug. 1 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Huron County Community
Fair, rain or shine, and organizers are looking for 4-H members who
would like to volunteer.

Helpers are needed to give tours of the small livestock barn, man the
Miracle of Life Building, help serve food at the Lions Building, help
with various activities such as lines, clowns, handing out T-shirts, etc.,
and to serve on the clean-up committee.

Officials are also searching for a few members that have a small,
friendly feeder steer that can be brought over to the Miracle of Life
Building (for a one-hour shift so the animal does not get tired).

More information is available by contacting Kay Balcer via email at
balcerdan.kay@gmail.com or by calling (989) 553-2927.

Blood drive slated July 26
CASS CITY – Area residents are reminded that Rawson Memorial Dis-
trict Library will host a Michigan Blood drive Friday, July 26, from 1
to 5:30 p.m.

Donors may make an appointment by logging onto the website
www.versiti.org/ways-to-give/our-communties/michigan and click on
Schedule an Appointment. You can create an account, then search for
this blood drive and sign up for a time that works for you. Donors can
also sign up for an appointment at the library’s circulation desk.
Michigan Blood is a non-profit blood bank serving Michigan hospitals

since 1955.  

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Grand Rapids.
During Soliant’s 10th annual

contest, officials reported a record
number of votes — more than 8.5
million in all — were cast for the
96 hospitals nominated. Hills and
Dales garnered 610,000 votes.

“When we received the email
that we ended up number four, I
couldn’t believe it,” commented
Hills and Dales President and
CEO Jean Anthony.

“When we saw the list of who
had been nominated at the begin-
ning, we thought we’d have some
fun and see how many votes we
could get,” she added. “To end up
(ranked fourth) is just another tes-
tament to our amazing community
members and employees. That is
a lot of votes from our commu-
nity! We are so proud of our hos-
pital, and it is nice to see our
community and employees share
that same pride.”
Soliant launched the Most Beau-

Continued from page one.

Hospital ranked fourth in national contest

bile Jan. 3 in Denmark Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $516 plus resti-
tution of $373.35.
Police say Rosebush, who has re-

mained in the custody of the
Michigan Department of Correc-
tions since the alleged crimes, was
on parole in early January when
he removed his electronic tether
and stole a truck in early January.

He now faces 26 felony charges
in Saginaw County, including two
counts of assault with intent to
murder, after he allegedly shot
Saginaw Township Officer Jeff
Koenig, 48, in the face, and shot
at a second officer — the Shi-
awassee County detective who ap-
prehended him — during a crime
spree that covered three counties
Jan. 22.

In addition to assault with intent
to murder, he faces felony charges
of receiving and concealing a
stolen firearm, three counts of ve-
hicle theft, six counts of being a
felon in possession of a firearm,
13 counts of possession of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony, and one count of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a po-
lice officer.

Investigators say Rosebush al-
legedly shot Koenig during a traf-
fic stop in Saginaw County’s
Kochville Township while driving
a stolen pickup truck. Koenig,
who underwent surgery and sur-
vived, was able to radio for help.
Rosebush fled the scene and al-
legedly stole a construction equip-
ment truck that police later found
abandoned in Flint Township.

According to reports, Rosebush
was next spotted driving a stolen
van on I-69. Shiawassee County
Sheriff’s Detective Scott Shenk
started following the suspect vehi-
cle, but before back-up officers
could arrive, Rosebush exited the
freeway, stopped and engaged the
detective in a gunfight. Rosebush
suffered a minor facial injury, and
Shenk was not hurt.

Rosebush was already wanted
for questioning in Tuscola County
in connection with a series of ve-
hicle break-ins and thefts when
the shootings took place.

MDOC records show he has a
long criminal history, including

Continued from page one.

Rosebush sentenced to prison last week
convictions for breaking and en-
tering vehicles, vehicle theft, as-
saulting a police officer, and
stealing and/or retaining financial

transaction devices.
If convicted on the Saginaw

County charges, Rosebush could
spend the rest of his life in prison.
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tiful Hospital Contest in 2009 in
an effort to discover hospitals in
the United States that prove
beauty is more than skin deep –
that it starts from within and radi-
ates through by making patients
feel more comfortable, healing
them faster and treating them like
family.
Whether it’s soothing art and de-

sign, a healing garden to make a
hospital feel more like home, or

support of the top-notch staff who
knows that love and laughter may
be the best medicine, Soliant
seeks out nominations and votes
from community members and
staff for those hospitals they feel
best contribute to the overall well-
being of patients and represent

what they find beautiful, said
David Alexander, president of So-
liant.

“As hospitals throughout the
U.S. dedicate themselves to en-
hancing patient care in their com-
munities, it’s clear that
beautification efforts, from aes-
thetics to compassionate and ex-
perienced staff, are vital in
patients’ treatment plans,” he
added.

“Patients, healthcare providers
and community members have ac-
knowledged an exceptional group
of facilities that understand the
important roles beautiful and nur-
turing environments, along with
caring staff, play in delivering the
best possible care.”

During Soliant’s 10th annual contest, officials reported a

record number of votes — more than 8.5 million in all —

were cast for the 96 hospitals nominated. Hills and Dales

garnered 610,000 votes.
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We deliver the Cass City
Chronicle to your mailing
address or e-mail!

Call (989) 872-2010
for more information!
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WIL MORRIS, CEO, Sanilac County Community Mental Health (CMH),

presents a check for $376.13 to Leslie Hilgendorf on behalf of Thumbs Up For

Kids, a non-profit organization that fulfills dreams for children with chronic

or life threatening illnesses. The money was donated by CMH employees

through their on-going “Casual for a Cause” fundraiser (employees are al-

lowed to dress casually every other Friday in exchange for a $3 donation),

which was established to benefit the citizens of Sanilac County.

the president? I don’t know about you, but I’d like to see their focus
shifted to the real issues our country faces.

Immigration laws need to change. Whether that includes a wall or not,
the focus should be on keeping America safe. However, the overall hyper
focus on building a wall has everyone blinded to the fact that Trump’s
intentions are not with malice.
Do I agree with how things are currently being handled? Not at all. But

this isn’t only a “Trump“ issue; it is every lawmaker in Washington who
cannot cooperate to find common ground and improve the security and
immigration issues our country faces.
I watch the news, and I like to think I watch it with an open mind. These

are a few of the things I have noted, that President Trump has improved:
*He has lowered taxes.
*The fine being imposed on those who did not want or could not afford

coverage under ACA has been eliminated.
*Actively working to stop North Korea from expanding their arsenal.
*Actively working with Mexican government to assist with border is-

sues.
*Removed antiquated laws and regulations that were hindering small

businesses, and 
*Actively working for better trade deals.
I understand why many people may not like him as a person. However,

we don’t have to like him. But at a minimum, we should expect our
elected officials to do their job and work with the president of the United
States.

Thank you for your time,

Duane Chippi
Cass City

Continued from page three.

Leaders must work together

Markels now retired
Continued from page one.

Literacy coaches to assist schools
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

The Tuscola Intermediate School
District (TISD) will be imple-
menting a program designed to
boost reading skills by hiring sev-
eral literacy coaches to assist in
local districts.
The TISD will pay 50 percent of

the cost of each coach, while local
districts are expected to share
coaches and split the remaining 50
percent of wages and benefits.

“At this time, all nine local dis-
tricts (in Tuscola County) will be
participating in the expansion of

literacy specialists. This is a col-
laborative effort between the Tus-
cola ISD and the local districts,”
explained Tuscola ISD Superin-
tendent Gene Pierce.
“The funding for these positions

will come through Tuscola ISD
funds and rearranging funds
within local school districts to
bring a sharp focus on literacy
skills at the elementary level,” he
explained. “Districts are expected
to partner in sharing the services
and costs of a literacy coach.”

According to Pierce, which
school districts will partner has
not been decided because it will

depend on the skills of those hired
for the positions and each dis-
trict’s needs.

In the fall of 2016, the Michigan
Legislature passed a comprehen-
sive set of mandates (Public Act
306 of 2016) aimed at improving
early literacy for all students be-
fore entering fourth grade.

The legislation stipulates that
students that are one grade level
behind in reading as identified
through the state standardized as-
sessment will be retained in the
third grade beginning in the 2019-
2020 school year. 

worked with great colleagues over the course of my 27 years here at
Cass City and had the opportunity to touch so many young lives.”
Don’s career in education spans 42 years. A 1973 graduate of Marine

City High School, where he was a standout athlete, he went on to earn
his bachelor’s degree – and his varsity letter on the Chippewa wrestling
team — at Central Michigan University.

Don spent his first three years teaching in the Port Huron Northern,
Marine City and Free Soil high schools before accepting a position at
Cass City High School in 1980, teaching subjects ranging from math
to physical education to social studies.

A year after earning his master’s degree educational leadership from
Saginaw Valley State University in 2005, local school officials hired
him to serve as assistant principal/athletic director, and he has served
in that capacity since.
Don has also made a significant impact on Cass City athletic programs,

having coached varsity sports longer than any other coach in Cass City
history. A 2017 Michigan High School Coaches Hall of Fame inductee,
he has coached 57 teams – nine football, a dozen track and 36 wresting
squads — during his tenure.
Aside from one league title each in football and track and field, Don

has guided his combined wrestling teams to 11 league titles, 10 district
championships and one regional crown.

Stacee, meanwhile, earned her bachelor’s degree at SVSU in 1986.
She taught kindergarten in Jacksonville, Fla., for four years before re-
turning to Michigan, where she earned her endorsement in special ed-
ucation and joined the Cass City Schools staff in 1992.
She also freshman English classes and second grade, finishing her ca-

reer working with special education students at Cass City High School.

In other business

In other business during the regular monthly meeting, the board:
*Briefly discussed the possible sale of some school-owned farmland

to the village of Cass City. School Supt. Jeff Hartel explained village
officials have approached the district with the request in order to expand
park facilities. The board tabled the matter.

*Heard an update on the district’s plans to offer a program that will
enable struggling students to earn their high school diplomas on campus
rather than participate in the General Education Development (GED)
program offered through the Tuscola Technology Center.

Under the program, students will have the opportunity to earn their
diploma while also attending classes at the tech center.

Chad Daniels, junior-senior high school principal, said Monday the
program is ready to go, and that school officials are set to begin dis-
cussing the program with parents whose children would be eligible to
participate.

*Approved the nominations of Sue Stuever Battel and Kelly Phipps
to the Cass City Agri-Science Advisory Committee.
*Acknowledged a letter from the Michigan School Business Officials

announcing that Lyle Severance, Cass City’s information technology
(IT) director, has completed the requirement for re-certification in his
position as IT director.
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