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KRIS MILLIGAN is pictured above at her home next to

cabinets full of the children’s picture books she’s collected –

and shared with her students – over the years. Milligan re-

cently retired from the Cass City Public Schools, closing the

books on a career in education spanning four decades.

Labor of love

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kris Milligan isn’t the picture of what you might
expect to see of an educator after closing the books
on a busy school year with yet another classroom
full of third graders.

She doesn’t look worn out or in need of a vaca-
tion, although she’s looking forward to the next
one just the same.
In fact, during an interview last week at the farm-

house just north of Cass City that Milligan shares
with husband and lifelong Cass City farmer Dave
Milligan, she’s vibrant, enthusiastic and anxious
to talk about her love of reading to – and teaching
– youngsters.

It’s a bittersweet time, however, for Milligan,
who has officially retired after spending her entire
40-year career in education working for the Cass
City Public Schools.

Passion for teaching kept
Milligan in the classroom
4 decades; now retirement

Koylton girl escapes
would-be abductor;
probe continuing

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department is seeking the public’s help
as they continue to investigate the reported attempted abduction of a
Koylton Township teen last week.

Sheriff Glen Skrent reported the incident last week, saying Tuscola
County Central Dispatch received a 911 call Tuesday at 12:35 p.m. re-
porting the incident took place on Centerline Road near White Creek
Road.

“A 17-year-old alleged victim reported that an unknown male/un-
known description attacked her from behind. The victim was able to
escape and was found walking down the road by a family member,”
Skrent said. “At the time of the attack the victim was doing chores in a
barn.
“Tuscola County deputies were assisted by several agencies, including

K-9, however, a suspect was not located. The matter continues to be in-
vestigated by detectives.”
Anyone with information related to the crime is asked to call 911.

Cass City man faces
prison for stabbing

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City man convicted in the stabbing of an acquaintance in Cass
City last summer learned of his fate in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week.

Cal Bradley Richards, 32, was sentenced to 57 months to 10 years in
prison following his pleas of no contest to felony charges of assault with
intent to commit great bodily harm less than murder, tampering with
evidence and lying to a peace officer.

He was also ordered to pay court costs and fines totaling $394.
Richards has remained jailed since his arrest nearly a year ago.

The case stems from a late-night confrontation that turned violent July
19 between Richards and another man. Richards allegedly stabbed the
victim multiple times.
The assault took place just after 11 p.m. in the area of Pine and Brooker

streets. Police said the confrontation took place in the street, and that
the two men new each other.

Richards felt the victim had allegedly taken something that belonged
to him months prior to the assault, according to reports. Police said al-
cohol was involved in the confrontation, which escalated until Richards
allegedly pulled out a small folding knife with a three- to four-inch
blade and stabbed the victim multiple times in the upper torso – in front
and behind.

The victim, identified only as a 37-year-old Cass City resident, was
transported to a hospital where he underwent surgery and went on to
recover from his wounds.

Richards’ girlfriend, Ashley Elizabeth-Michelle Smith, 31, of Cass
City, was also charged in the case in circuit court and has since been
convicted and sentenced to 365 days the county jail.
Smith, who pleaded no contest to two counts of lying to a peace officer

Please turn to page 10.

Motorists who routinely make
the trip from Caro to Cass City –
or Cass City to Caro – via M-81
will face some brief delays in the
coming weeks.

Michigan Department of Trans-
portation (MDOT) crews are
scheduled to start repaving several
miles of the highway beginning
Monday, July 8.

The $2.7 million project will
cover a distance of 12.3 miles of
M-81, from Deckerville Road to
Veterans Drive in the village of
Cass City. The work will include
concrete curb and gutter, sidewalk
ramp improvements in compli-
ance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, and pavement
markings.
There will be daytime single-lane

closures, with traffic maintained
utilizing flaggers about two miles
apart.
The project, designed to provide

a smoother driver surface for mo-
torists and improved pedestrian
access, is expected to be com-
pleted in August.

M-81 paving
set to begin
on Monday

School renovations well underway

Text to 911 available now

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Area residents who find them-
selves in need of emergency help
but unable to talk out loud during
a 911 call now have another op-
tion: texting.
Tuscola County Central Dispatch

officials announced Friday that
Text to 911 is now available in the
Thumb. Text to 911 is the ability
to send a text message to reach
911 emergency dispatchers from a

mobile phone or device.
In making the announcement,

Sandra Nielsen, Tuscola 911 di-
rector, strongly recommended that
residents make a voice call to 911
if at all possible, because the loca-
tion accuracy of a text may not
have the accuracy of a traditional

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Construction crews are off and
running with the first in a series of
capital improvement projects in
the Cass City School District.

Work at the high school started
just three days after the last day of
classes in early June, and officials
with the construction management
firm overseeing the projects re-
cently reported that all of the dem-
olition work has already been
completed.

Installation of a new heating,
cooling and ventilation system is
well underway at the high school,
as is a new lighting, fire alarm and
clock system and automated con-
trols throughout the building. The
interior of the school, including
classrooms, will also receive a
fresh coat of paint.

New entrance doors will be in-
stalled at the junior-senior high
school to improve security by re-
quiring visitors to access the
building only through the front of-

fice. Additional security measures
will also be in place at the elemen-
tary school in the fall, following
construction that will also require
visitors to enter the building via
the main office.

School officials earlier this year
awarded bids totaling $1.95 mil-
lion, representing the first of three

sets of capital improvement proj-
ects in the district, all being
funded by a voter-approved mill-
age extension over the next few
years.
Cass City voters overwhelmingly

supported a proposed $8.68 mil-
lion bond extension proposal in

Please turn to page 18.

SANILAC COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies and the Argyle Township Fire Depart-

ment were dispatched to a home in the 2000 block of Argyle Road at about 5:10

a.m. to investigation a home explosion. According to deputies, an occupied apart-

ment building sustained extensive damage, but the three apartments most af-

fected by the explosion were not occupied at the time. The residents in an attached

apartment were not injured. Deputies, who are continuing their investigation,

said the explosion does not appear to be suspicious in nature. (Photo courtesy of

the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department)



by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital officials acknowledge there’s no way
to fully prepare for an “active shooter” situation – and they pray their
staff and patients will never face such an emergency – but they continue
to take a proactive approach to the possibility.
Preparation and reaction were the focus of a recent active shooter drill

at the hospital’s MARC (Medical Arts Rehabilitation Center) Building,
located across the street from Hills and Dales and where many of the
medical clinics are located as well as the hospital’s rehab/fitness center
and Hospital Drive Pharmacy.

The exercise was organized in a partnership with local, county and
state law enforcement agencies along with MMR Ambulance and other
local agencies.
“The purpose of the drill was to practice staff response in the event of

an active shooter in the MARC Building.  Hills and Dales conducted a
similar drill on their medical/surgical unit last year,” explained Danielle
Blaine, marketing director for Hills and Dales. “This set-up gave dif-
ferent staff members a chance to practice, and gave officers a different
setting to use.

“The hospital continues
to focus on patient safety,
as well as the safety of
employees and visitors,
and this drill is just one
more way to do this,” she
said.

“In (this) scenario, a
‘patient’ presented to the
MARC building for a
doctor’s appointment and
became agitated because
he could not get more
narcotics prescribed for
his chronic pain. He en-
countered staff members,
a practice manager, a
physician, and other pa-

tients,” Blaine said of the drill. “In the scenario, there were four ‘fatal-
ities’ and five ‘wounded victims’.”

As the exercise unfolded, the “shooter” was apprehended within 10
minutes, and the wounded “victims” were transported to the Hills and
Dales General Hospital Emergency Room for treatment.

“Upon the completion of the drill, the police department and emer-
gency manager provided valuable feedback to hospital staff to consider
and implement into their procedures for such an occurrence,” Blaine
noted.

“We cannot thank our partners enough for their work with us on this
drill. Their expertise and advice is so meaningful and we take it very
seriously,” Hills and Dales President and CEO Jean Anthony com-
mented.

“Knowing the best ways to react and get out of a building safely are
key elements for our staff,” she said. “The police department was ex-
cellent at answering questions and they also made the drill seem as real
as possible.

“We pray that we will never have to go through this type of scenario,
but it helps our staff members know what to do by practicing. A job
well done to everyone involved in this drill.”
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TUSCOLA County Sheriff’s deputies Jon Ramirez (above right) and Ryan

Pierce search for the suspect during an “active shooter” drill recently organized

by Hills and Dales General Hospital in partnership with local, county and state

law enforcement and other agencies. The drill was staged inside the hospital’s

MARC Building, located just south of the hospital in Cass City. (Photos cour-

tesy of Dave Wohl)

AMONG THOSE play-

ing key roles in a recent

“active shooter” drill

staged at Hills and

Dales General Hospi-

tal’s MARC Building

were Tuscola County

Sheriff’s Deputy/K9

Handler Ryan Robinson

and K9 Blek, and senior

hospital team members

(back row, left) Craig

Bellew, William Castle,

(front row, left) Jean

Anthony and Jennifer

TerBush.

Hospital prepares for
the worst with recent
“active shooter” drill
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AN ADULT GREAT Blue Heron makes its way to

the edge of a farm pond near Deford to do a little

fishing.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

July 4 = birth of a nation

this great country we live in, and the sacrifices
made in the name of freedom and independence.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The Fourth of July should mean a lot more than
just a day off of work to enjoy a cook-out and fire-
works.
It is the birthday of our nation, with all of the free-

doms we enjoy and mostly take for granted.
I would say that most people have no idea that the

Declaration of Independence says that “When in the
Course of human events, it becomes necessary for
one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should de-
clare the causes which impel them to the separa-
tion.”

About the only section that most know is: “We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain inalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness.”

Those were bold statements drafted by Thomas
Jefferson and became the symbol of a movement
towards Democracy from monarchy.
Sadly, when the Fourth of July is mentioned now,

visions of a day off of work with hamburgers and
hot dogs cooking on the girl, and watching firework
displays are the first things that come to mind rather
than the sacrifices our founding fathers made in se-
curing our freedom and the nation we enjoy today.

Back when I was growing up, July 4 was called
“Independence Day” rather than the Fourth of July.
I’ve always felt the name “Independence Day” is
more appropriate than Fourth of July because that
is the true reason for the celebration of the day —
independence.
As for childhood memories of the Fourth of July,

there are not many. I was a change-of-life baby,
which means my parents were older when I was
born, so they were pretty much set in their ways.

We never did much to celebrate the holiday. We
ate at a picnic table outside under one of our oak
trees. My brother, who was about seven years older
than I, would buy some cherry bombs and a few fire
crackers. I was given some sparklers to play with.
That was the extent of our celebration.
I had never really given the lack of celebration of

the Fourth of July much thought until I started writ-
ing this column.

My father lived through World War I, World War
II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War. He was
excluded from serving during the wars because he
was the sole supporter for his widowed mother and
his younger sister, and he was a farmer.
My mother was the only girl out of seven brothers.

All of her brothers served during World War II.
They were fortunate enough to make it back safely.
My mother’s mother knew Mrs. Sullivan, who lost

five sons at once when they were killed during
World War II while serving together on the U.S.S.
Juneau when it was sunk Nov. 13, 1942.

My mother often talked about her mother’s rela-
tionship with Mrs. Sullivan and the tragic blow she
suffered.
From the Revolutionary War on, the price of free-

dom has come with numerous casualties.
As I write this and reflect on my parents’ modest

celebration of the holiday, I think the main reason
for our low-key observance was because they truly
understood the importance of the day in forming
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Play it safe this
July 4 weekend

Fireworks are just about as American as apple
pie, baseball and backyard barbecues.
While they’re fun to ignite, however, fireworks

also deserve plenty of respect — especially the
higher-powered consumer grade fire crackers,
rockets, mortars and other items now legal to
purchase in Michigan.

According to the National Council on Fire-
works Safety, consumer grade fireworks today
are safer than ever before.

But all the safety features in the world will
never replace common sense.
According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety

Commission, there were an estimated 12,900
fireworks-related emergency department-treated
injuries and eight fireworks-related deaths in
2017. About 67 percent of those incidents oc-
curred between June 16 and July 16.

The fireworks council urges everyone to keep
these safety tips in mind:

*Closely supervise teens using fireworks, and
don’t allow young children to handle or light
them.

*Only use fireworks outdoors, and be sure to
leave plenty of space between your launching
area and spectators.
*Always have some water nearby, just in case.
*Familiarize yourself with your fireworks —

take a moment to read the caution label.
*If you’ve been drinking, let someone else han-

dle and set off fireworks.
*Wear safety glasses.
*Never attempt to re-light a “dud”.  Wait 20

minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water.
*Soak spent fireworks with water before plac-

ing them in an outdoor garbage receptacle.
*Stay away from homemade and/or illegal fire-

works.
Fireworks enthusiasts are also encouraged to

show their neighbors some courtesy, and to fol-
low local ordinances.

Michigan’s new fireworks law allows licensed
vendors to sell high-powered, airborne fire-
works previously illegal in the state but avail-
able for purchase in several border states.

While the law generates revenue for the state,
it also generated numerous noise complaints,
prompting Michigan officials to enact additional
rules giving local governments the power to re-
strict/regulate fireworks use during the night-
time hours on holidays and the day before and
after, with violations bringing a fine of up to
$500.
Bottom line?  Enjoy yourselves, but play it safe

and obey the law.

Okay, so we know you’ve probably heard it before,
but it bears repeating (again and again): if you re-
ceive a phone call – regardless of who your phone
says is calling – be on guard at all times for scam
artists. That’s especially true in this day and age of
high-tech hackers.

The same goes for anyone who contacts you and
asks for money, no matter how convincing their
story.
Case in point: Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent

again addressed another scam apparently circulating
in the county last week.

“People are calling and coming in here to report
that someone using the Tuscola County Sheriff’s
phone number is calling and telling them they have
to come in and or pay by money order for some-
thing they failed to do,” Skrent reported on the de-
partment’s Facebook page. “We do not work that
way,” he said. “Obviously, someone has cloned our
number and is using it for criminal activity.”

**********
If you’re planning on flying the American Flag

anytime soon – and if you don’t have one - contact
the folks at Thumb-based Ehrlich’s Flags – make
sure you’re showing Old Glory the respect it de-
serves. Here are some tips courtesy of Rebecca
Deczynski and Caroline Picard.   They write:
An American flag is a great way to show off your
love for your country. However, your act of patri-
otism can quickly become (unintentionally) disre-
spectful if you’re unaware of an important set of
rules. The U.S. Flag Code established by Congress
in 1942 offers guidelines for treating this national
symbol with dignity.
You can fly the American flag on all days, but the

Flag Code especially recommends displaying it on
Independence Day, as well as other major holidays
like Flag Day, Labor Day, and Veterans Day. Brush
up on your flag etiquette ahead of the 4th of July by
learning how to fly the Stars and Stripes the right
way.

Display the American flag the right way.
Don’t hang your flag backwards, upside down, or

in another inappropriate fashion. If you’re hanging
your flag vertically (like from a window or against
a wall), the Union portion with the stars should go
on the observer’s left. Never dip the flag to any per-
son or any thing.

Avoid letting the flag touch the ground.
Prevent your flag from touching the ground, floor,

or water. It’s not necessary to dispose of your flag
if it accidentally hits the pavement, but you should
make sure that it’s in good condition before display-
ing it again.

Know the difference between half-staff and
half-mast.

There is a difference between half-staff and half-
mast, even though they’re commonly used inter-
changeably. “Half-mast” technically refers to a flag
flown on a ship’s mast, while “half-staff” describes
flags flown on land.

Fly your flag on half-staff at the right times.
The flag is flown at half-staff when the nation is

in mourning, such as for the death of a government
official or for remembrance. When flying the flag
at half-staff, first hoist it to the peak for an instant
and then lower to the half-staff position.

Now that you know, let’s get those flags waving
in the wind.

**********     

According to AAA, more Americans are traveling
for Independence Day than ever before, while in
Michigan there is a 4.4% bump in those who are
traveling.

A record breaking 48.9 million travelers will be
taking the road meaning the roads will be much
more impacted than previous 4th of July’s.
Wednesday, July 3rd is said to be the worst day for

traveling by car because of the mix of commuters
and holiday travelers. In some areas around the
country, it is estimated to be four times the normal
commute as delays could average around 9% across
the country.

“Although travel times are expected to nominally
increase throughout the week, hands down,
Wednesday afternoon will be the worst time on the
road,” said INRIX transportation analyst, Trevor
Reed. INRIX is the global leader in connected car
services and transportation analytics.
A combination of a still-strong economy, low un-

employment, high consumer spending, and gas
prices that are 20 cents lower than this time last year
have all inspired people to be more lenient with
their summer spending and travel.

While gas prices may dwindle into the summer,
car rentals and airfare prices are 5% and 10% higher
respectively this year than last.
Whatever your holiday plans entail, please be safe.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Juan D. Ramirez, 55, Saginaw,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following his plea of guilty
to operating a motor vehicle with
a high BAC (blood alcohol con-
test), third offense, Dec. 1 in Den-
mark Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to
complete 480 hours of community
service and pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,258.

*Daniel J. Hill, 22, Caro, was
sentenced to seven to 15 years in
prison following his pleas of no
contest to three counts of criminal
sexual conduct, third degree, in-
volving force or coercion between
Aug. 8, 2013, and Aug. 8, 2014, in
Kingston Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $394.
*Ryan S. Thornton, 26, Fair-

grove, was sentenced to 155 days
in jail following his plea of guilty
to possession of cocaine, heroin or
another narcotic (less than 25
grams) Jan. 3 in Denmark Town-
ship.
He was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008.

*Benjamin L. Wilson, 24, Sagi-
naw, was sentenced to 191 days in
jail following his plea of no con-
test to uttering and publishing in-
volving a check for $2,963 drawn
on Frankenmuth Credit Union
June 27 in Millington.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $258 plus
restitution of $5,814, with $250
going to the Millington Public
Schools.

*Raymond L. Brigham, 24,
Unionville, was sentenced to 210
days in jail following his pleas of
no contest to three counts of utter-
ing and publishing involving
checks for $88.09, $87.38 and
$67.87, all drawn on Independent
Bank; and one count each of iden-
tity theft and stealing/retaining a
financial transaction device with-
out consent of the device-holder
between Sept. 5, 2017, and Oct.
24, 2017, in Unionville.
He was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $394.
Restitution in the case is to be de-
termined.
*Stefan T. List, 21, Saginaw, was

sentenced to 270 days in jail fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to break-
ing and entering a building –
without breaking – with intent to
commit larceny Sept. 14-16 in
Reese.
He was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008.
Restitution in the case is to be de-
termined.
*Starr O. Ray, 40, Caro, was sen-

tenced to 150 days in jail follow-
ing her plea of guilty to failure to
return rented property valued at
$1,000 to $20,000 April 21, 2017,
Caro. She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, she was
placed on probation for 24 months
and ordered to pay costs and fines

totaling $258 plus restitution of
$3,895.

*James A. Leeseberg, 50,
Mikado, was sentenced to 365
days in jail, with work release and
worksite privileges, following his
pleas of no contest two counts of
fleeing and eluding a police offi-
cer and one count each of operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor and as-
saulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer March 3 in Den-
mark Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,676.

*Stacey L. Fields, 32, Akron,
was sentenced to one day in jail
following her pleas of no contest
to two counts of writing a no-ac-
count check between Sept. 1,
2013, and Aug. 31, 2014, in Caro.

Fields was also ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $985 plus
restitution of $5,557 to the state of
Michigan.
*Jerry J. Erla, 34, Caro, was sen-

tenced to 90 days in jail following
his plea of guilty to possession of
a controlled substance, subse-
quent offense, July 2 in Caro.
He was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $858.

*Robert J. Palmer III, 24,
Millington, pleaded no contest to
charges of assault with intent to
do great bodily harm less than
murder and domestic violence
March 10 in Millington.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was
continued at $15,000 and the de-
fendant was remanded to the cus-
tody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Randall S. Weiler, 51,
Mayville, pleaded no contest to
uttering and publishing involving
a check for $9,500, drawn on
KeyBank National Association
Nov. 14 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued

at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Summer L. Willett, 33, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of
methamphetamine/Ecstasy Dec.
20 in Fremont Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*William D. Street, 40, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
attempted possession of a con-
trolled substance, subsequent of-
fense, and domestic violence Nov.
10 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Anthony P. Hawkins, 26, Vas-
sar, pleaded no contest to at-
tempted interference with
electronic communications and
domestic violence Jan. 20 in Vas-
sar, and to assault with intent to
do great bodily harm less than
murder and domestic violence
Feb. 24 in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at a combined $30,000. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*Jonathan V. Tidrick, 45, Clif-
ford, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail following his pleas of no con-
test to three counts of assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
officer, and one count of domestic
violence, third offense, Oct. 22 in
Koylton Township.

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 60
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $662.

*Derek P. Diener, 33, Vassar,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
following his plea of guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, March 7 in Tuscola
Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,258.
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State land bank okays bid from
township for Caro Center land

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Some of the land that comprises
the Caro Center complex may
have a buyer.
In November 2018, the Michigan

Land Bank Fast Track Authority
offered to sell three parcels of
land. Area one is about 117 acres
and is part of the Caro Center. It is
bordered by M-81, Chambers
Road to the West and the Cass
River to the east and south. Area
two has about 40 acres, and area
three has about 73 acres. All of the
property is in Indianfields Town-
ship.

“Only about 117 of the more than
300 acres that is available is Caro
Center land. We received four pro-
posals for various properties,”
said Jim Tischler, development di-
rector for the state land bank. “We
accepted one proposal. We are ne-

gotiating another. The other two
proposals we decided not to ac-
cept.”

The proposal that was accepted
will enhance a park, and the other
that is still being negotiated is for
proposed commercial develop-
ment.

The Michigan Land Bank Fast
Track Authority approved the pro-
posal from Indianfields Township
for what is called the flood plain
area A, which is part of the former
Caro Center property.

“They want that land to expand
their park which is immediately
adjacent. We have orally agreed
and are preparing to execute a
property transfer agreement for
that property to them,” Tischler
said. “It has about 97 acres and is
in the process of being surveyed.”

The area the township wants to
expand the park is the low land
adjacent to the Cass River.
“For the 17 approximate acres to

the north, we are in negotiations
with a private party for a prospec-
tive transfer for commercial de-
velopment. That has not been
consummated yet,” he said. “We
are in negations. The deal may or
may not consummate within the
next 20 days or so.”

Although the state offered land is
a key area for development, it
comes with some challenges;
while there is a sewer line to the
area, there is no municipal water
line. The Caro Center has an on-
site water tower and wells.
According to Tischler, areas two

and three are still open.
A proposal was submitted for

each of those sites, but they were
both declined by an advisory com-
mittee composed of area represen-
tatives.

Tischler noted that, despite ru-
mors, no land was given to the
Tuscola Area Airport.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

We can agree
on this, Dana

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Debbie Daley, one of the
judges of the Tiny Sparklers Pa-
triotic Pageant, awards Abigail
VanderElzen with the title of
Young Miss Firecracker. 

The Owendale Lions Club re-
cently honored Don Starks as its
Citizen of the Year during the
club’s 55th anniversary party.
Starks, band directory and
teacher at Owen-Gage Schools,
brought state honors to the band
students at both the junior high
and senior high level. He has
demonstrated great ability to
guide young people. 

10 YEARS AGO (2009)
Area resident Justin Glaza re-

cently earned Academic All-
Conference honors after
achieving a grade point average
of at least 3.5 during the 2008-
09 school year at Indiana Tech,
Fort Wayne, Ind. Glaza also
earned a third-year award in
basketball with the NAIA
Wolverine-Hoosier Conference.
Glaza is a senior majoring in
business. A 2006 Cass City High
School graduate, he is the son of
Art and Suzette Glaza.

Erin N. Witkovsky recently
graduated from Baker College,
Cass City, earning an Associate
of Applied Science Degree in
early childhood education.
Witkovsky is the daughter of
Karl and Donna Witkovsky of
Cass City, and the granddaugh-
ter of Pauline Berry, Cass City,
and Donald and Doris
Witkovsky of Caro.

Earl Volmering recently pre-
sented the 2009 Cass City Lions
Club “Lion of the Year” award
to Don Warner.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Steven D. Irvine a student at
Cass City High School and the
son of Cindy and Steven D.
Irvine of Cass City, recently en-
listed in the U.S. Army’s De-

A recent honor graduate of
Wayne State University is Kath-
leen J. Lorencz, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Lorencz Sr., of
Owendale. Miss Lorencz re-
ceived a Master’s Degree in Ed-
ucation in commencement
exercises conducted at Cobo
Hall on Sunday, June 15. Miss
Lorencz received her Bachelor’s
Degree from Michigan State
University in June of 1966. She
is currently teaching Business
Education at Riverview, Michi-
gan.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Miller an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Doris Marian, to Mr.
Robert Keating of Ypsilanti, son
of Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Keating,
of Cass City. No date has been
set for the wedding.

The Battalion Staff and en-
listed personnel of the 827th
Tank Destroyer Battalion salute
Mr. Delvin Striffler, civilian
technician from the Buick
Motor Division, Flint, Mich.,
for the splendid job he has done
as M-18 instructor. “Mr. Striffler
came to us from the Buick
Motor company and was recom-
mended highly. We think we can
safely say that during his stay
here he more than lived up to his
recommendation. Mr. Striffler
has worked with the Buick
Motor Division in Memphis,
Tenn., and also with the same
company at Melrose Park, Ill.
He has taught M-18 instructions
in the following battalions:
702nd at Camp Gruber, Okla.,
and the 633rd and 705th T. D.
Bns. at Fort Lewis, Washington.
One of his main jobs was to re-
port suggestions from organiza-
tions using M-18, for
improvements. “He joined our
organization the last week of
March. His services to the bat-
talion on M-18 and motor main-
tenance instructions will long be
remembered by this battalion.”

Dr. and Mrs. M. M. Wickware
and the Foster family are ex-
pected this week for an ex-
tended vacation at their cottage
here. The doctor has been con-
nected with the Medical depart-
ment of the Gleaner Life
Insurance Co. for many years.
However, the Wickwares seem
to enjoy their yearly vacations at
the Bluff, and the doctor’s daily
game of rum with Al Knapp is
really an exhibition of great skill
and accuracy.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Doerr
received a telegram this week
from their son, James, which
stated he had landed safely in
New York City and had been
sent to Quantico, Va., he ex-
pected to be mustered out in the
course of a few days. Mr. Doerr
will probably arrive in Cass City
with his wife, a Baltimore
young lady, the last of the week
and they will take up their resi-
dence here.

Capt. and Mrs. I. D. McCoy
and son, Dean, are expected
home from Emlenton, Pa., this
(Friday) evening. Capt. McCoy
returned to New York from
overseas on July 2 after a year in
the service and reached his
parental home in Emlenton in
time to attend the wedding of his
brother on Tuesday. Dr. McCoy
is still in the service but has
been granted a furlough of 15
days.
The Tyo barber shop which has

been located the past thirteen
years in the small building on
the corner of Main and Leach
Sts. was removed last week to
fine new quarters in the Corkins
building, the basement of which
has been remodeled for that par-
ticular purpose. The place is
roomy and light and equipped
with all the essentials for an up-
to-date barber shop.

layed Entry Program for a 4-
year tour of duty in the infantry.
He is scheduled to report for ac-
tive duty in June 1995.
Cass City Rotary president Jim

Bolton presents the gavel to the
Club’s 1994-95 president, Craig
Bellew, during the club’s instal-
lation dinner held Wednesday at
Rolling Hills Golf Course. 
Brendon M. Hofmeister, a stu-

dent at Caro High School, son of
Richard Hofmeister of Gage-
town, recently enlisted in the
U.S. Army’s Delayed Entry Pro-
gram for a 4-year, 17-week tour
of duty in the infantry. The Caro
High School student is sched-
uled to report for active duty in
June 1995.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  
Two Cass City Intermediate

students have received music
scholarships to study at Blue
Lake Fine Arts Camp near
Muskegon. Paul Asher, son of
David and Sharon Asher, and
Jennifer Baker, daughter of Tom
and Sue Baker, will attend the
camp this summer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Bartle
and Mr. and Mrs. Gil
Schwaderer arrived home early
Monday from a two-week trip to
Alaska. The tour group con-
sisted of 39 Thumb area resi-
dents. The last three days of
their stay was spent in Anchor-
age. Travel was by plane, bus,
boat and railroad. The flight
home began Sunday morning in
Anchorage with stops at Seattle,
Chicago and Detroit.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Ronald and Eloise Keegan won
the July 4th king and queen con-
test and a free weekend in Mid-
land. Village President Lambert
Althaver put the banner on Kee-
gan while 1978-79 Miss Michi-
gan, Susan Schemm, presented
the ceremonial bouquet to Mrs.
Keegan.
Kay Loomis spent the past two

weeks attending a youth music
camp at Michigan State Univer-
sity. Monday, Kay went to the
Bay Shore Church Camp at Se-
bewaing to work as an instructor
in crafts this week. 

Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Murray of
Williamston, Mrs. Howard
Loomis, Donald and David
Loomis arrived in Lansing by
plane early Saturday from a nine
day trip to Montana. While
there, they visited Yellowstone
National Park and Glacier Na-
tional Park and relatives in
Great Falls, Belt, Big Sandy,
Butte, Missoula and Ronan. On
July 4, they attended the Mc-
Conkey family reunion at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Mc-
Conkey in Kalispell, Mont. 

Navy Fireman Recruit Jeffrey
W. Finkbeiner, son of Donald H.
and Judith A. Finkbeiner of
Maple Street, Cass City, has re-
ported for duty aboard the fleet
ballistic missile submarine USS
Kamehameha, homeported in
Groton, Conn. He joined the
Navy in January, 1979. 

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Among the graduates from
Central Michigan University
this spring was Gene Babich of
Deford who now teaches in
Caro. Babich earned his MA de-
gree from Central. He was
awarded a BA in January 1964.
Babich is a 1958 graduate of
Cass City High School. He is
married to the former Deanna
Binder and they now live near
Caro. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lewis Babich of Deford.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Woodward on July 1 at Hills and
Dales Hospital, Cass City, a son,
Jeffrey Keith. Grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Don Krause and
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Woodward.
The great-grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. George Krause and
Josh Golding.

Have to admit, I didn’t see much chance of my agreeing with new
Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel on many issues since she de-
feated Bill Schuette at the polls in November.

After all, I can’t even begin to see eye-to-eye with Nessel when it
comes to abortion, and she seems to have spent an inordinate amount
of her first term – well, so far – simply undoing anything and everything
with her predecessor’s name on it. Maybe that’s simply a party thing,
or maybe it’s just her approach to marking her new territory.

Regardless, I had to applaud Nessel’s announcement last week that
Michigan is joining with 25 other states in a national crackdown on il-
legal robocalls.
It’s about time, right?
“Nothing is more annoying, more intrusive, uninvited and unwelcome

than robocalls – and yet, Michigan residents fall victim to an avalanche
of illegal calls each day,” Nessel stated in a news release issued Tues-
day.
Nessel went on to say the effort, also involving the Federal Trade Com-

mission (FTC), represents a sweeping crackdown on illegal robocalls,
including 94 actions targeting operations around the United States that
are responsible for more than a billion robocalls nationwide.

Industry experts estimate that 1.2 billion robocalls were made to
Michigan residents in 2018. Experts are estimating residents have al-
ready received nearly 700 million robocalls in 2019.

I don’t know about you, but there are days when it feels like I’ve re-
ceived that many robocalls alone.
The joint crackdown, dubbed “Operation Call it Quits,” is part of the

FTC’s ongoing effort to help stem the tide of universally loathed pre-
recorded telemarketing calls that range from pitching products and serv-
ices to credit card interest reduction services, money-making
opportunities and medical alert systems. The initiative also includes
new information to help educate residents about illegal robocalls.

As part of the operation, Michigan’s actions include forcing a settle-
ment with Ardent Natural Gas, LLC in March 2019, which resolved al-
leged violations of the Home Solicitation Sales Act for using robocalls
to illegally solicit Michigan consumers. As part of the effort, the Michi-
gan Attorney General’s Office has already hosted 125 consumer edu-
cation seminars focusing on robocalls and e-scams through May 30,
2019.
The operation also includes four new cases and three new settlements

from the FTC alone. By the way, The FTC’s one-stop shop for con-
sumers looking for information on what to do about robocalls and other
unwanted calls can be found at ftc.gov/calls. In addition to updated ar-
ticles and infographics, consumers will find three new short videos
about stopping unwanted calls.

“It’s time to put a stop to this public nuisance,” Nessel said. “This is
only the beginning of several efforts by the Michigan Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office to combat this epidemic perpetuated by negligent compa-
nies who see nothing more than dollar signs at the other end of the
phone line.
“Our state’s residents and the American people have had enough. I’m

happy to join forces with the FTC and several other states to combat
the exponential surge in robocalls around the country and bring broader
awareness to the ways consumers can fight back.”
Well, credit where credit is due; thank you, Dana.
Of course, although I don’t know where all the robo callers come from,

but I’m guessing we’ll never run out of them. That’s okay. I’m not wor-
ried.

If you call me, and the origin of your call is from a location I don’t
recognize – especially those creative calls from the “United States” –
or there is no origin listed, don’t hold your breath waiting for me to pick
up. Leave me a message and I’ll call you back as soon as I can.

Maybe.

When The Last Lights 
Go Out At The Park...

Mary Drier - Columnist, Freelance Writer
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Continued from page one.

Text to 911 available in Tuscola County

voice 911 call.
“Tuscola 911 prefers to get a 911

voice call so (dispatchers) can get
cues from the background noise
and voice inflections, and the abil-
ity to get updated information
quicker,” she said. “However, if
you are unable to safely make a
911 voice call and need to remain
discreet, such as reporting domes-
tic violence, home invasions or
suicidal persons, then Text to 911

is an important alternative way to
get help.

“Text to 911 is an excellent op-
tion for the hearing impaired and
special needs community, and we
are pleased to have this enhanced
way of providing 911 emergency
services.”
Should a resident need to place a

Text to 911, Nielsen offered some
suggestions to make the process
easier and efficient for both the
texter and the 911 dispatcher han-
dling the text.

They include:
*Use simple words – don’t use

text slang, abbreviations or emo-
jis.

*Text your exact location to the
best of your ability and describe
the type of emergency.

*Promptly answer questions
from the 911 dispatcher and fol-
low any instructions given by the
dispatcher.

“Currently, Text to 911 will not
receive photographs,” Nielsen
noted. “Attempting to send a
photo will stop the text from being
received by 911 and delay emer-
gency response.”
She also reminds residents that if

they accidentally send a Text to
911, they should send a follow-up
text or call 911 to let officials
know that there is no emergency.

“Text to 911 is for reporting
emergencies. Please use the non-
emergency phone number for
calls for service that are not emer-
gencies,” Nielsen said. “In Tus-
cola County, the non-emergency
number of police, fire and EMS
and central dispatch is (989) 673-
8738.”

Nielsen said both Huron and
Sanilac counties are also Text to
911 ready.

“Tuscola County partners with
Huron and Sanilac counties as
well as Bay, Midland, Iosco coun-
ties and, very soon, Saginaw (and)
Isabella counties, including Cen-
tral Michigan University, in the
Great Lakes Bay 911 Phone Con-
sortium, which has the goal of im-
proving public safety and
accessibility to emergency phone
service next-generation technol-
ogy,” she added.
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News briefs
“Forty years ago, Bob Stickle

took a chance,” Milligan recalled,
referring to the then-principal’s
decision to hire her to teach sixth
grade at the former Cass City In-
termediate School. “I taught under
Bob for four years, covering sixth,
fifth, home economics, gym, Eng-
lish and library.

“Jobs were hard to come by
then,” said the Adrian native, who
moved to Cass City in 1970, grad-
uating from Cass City High
School in 1975. She went on to
earn her bachelor’s degree in early
childhood education at Central
Michigan University four years
later.

Milligan was among a dozen
teachers hired in 1979, just a cou-
ple years after a teachers’ strike
that resulted in a number of edu-
cators leaving the district.

Teaching was her first career
choice.

“When I first went to college, I
couldn’t decide between nursing
and teaching,” she recalled.
“Nursing could not guarantee that
I would work with children, and I
decided I really wanted to work
with children.”

Milligan, who went on to earn a
master’s degree at CMU in 1987
and accumulated more than 30
hours of high education beyond
that, taught at the intermediate
school for four years before
school officials decided her train-
ing would be a perfect fit for a
new program in the district.

“They were determined there
was a need for a ‘young fives’ pro-
gram, and I had an early child-
hood education degree,” she
explained. “I was assigned to
Campbell Elementary under
(then-principal) Jackie Freiberger
to begin the developmental
kindergarten program, now young
fives, in the morning. I was as-
signed to teach Title I reading
under (then-principal) Dorland
Kuntz at Evergreen Elementary
and (then-principal) Betty Mur-
phy at Deford Elementary for the
afternoon.

After one year, the district’s de-
velopmental kindergarten teach-
ing position expanded to full-time,
noted Milligan, who was the only
remaining Cass City teaching staff
member to have taught at all three
local elementary buildings, which
have all since been closed.
In 1996, Milligan asked to make

a switch to teaching third grade,
where she has remained for the
past 23 years, first under former

Continued from page one.

Milligan retires after 40 years in classroom

principals Dave Lovejoy and Jody
Miklovic, and most recently under
Cass City Elementary School
Principal Aaron Fernald.

The one constant throughout
Milligan’s career has been her
passion for teaching.

“I loved it. I did. I loved the
young ones, but I loved the middle
school when I was there, too,” she
said. “Watching kids become con-
fident in themselves – ‘I’m learn-
ing this, I can do it’.
“Always, the best part of my day

was reading to the kids, to share
my passion for reading.”
Milligan focused on encouraging

her students, reminding them that
if they couldn’t grasp a concept
immediately, that was okay, be-
cause they would achieve success
if they kept trying. “And finding
the way kids learn,” she said, “be-
cause they don’t all learn the same
way.”

Developing trust during the first
few weeks of each school year is
among the keys to success in the
classroom, according to Milligan.
“And cueing in on students’
needs. You have to be constantly
moving around and seeing how
they’re doing. 

“It’s not (the same every year)
because every group is different,”
she said, adding that while one
class may be strong in math or
reading skills, others might lean
more towards a strong interest in
history or science. “You have to
find the things the kids are pas-
sionate about.”
As for the job of being a teacher,

Milligan acknowledged she’s seen
her share of changes in the profes-
sion, including an evolution in the
process of defining curriculums
that define necessary skills at each
grade.

“When I started…you kind of
picked a textbook and that was
your curriculum,” she explained.
“But kudos to (those behind) cre-
ation of a more definitive curricu-
lum.”
At the same time, Milligan ques-

tions the validity of evaluating
teachers based on student achieve-
ment as measured by a specific
standardized test.

“Politicians try to put schools in
a business model for evaluation
purposes,” she said, adding, how-
ever, in a situation where student
performance is judged on one day
with one test, there are too many
factors that can affect scores. For
example, are students’ home lives
conducive to learning? Are they
well rested? Have they eaten
breakfast? “You have to deal with

all of these social dynamics before
you can begin teaching.
Students must also have a certain

mastery of technology to tackle
today’s standardized tests, accord-
ing to Milligan, who noted the
stakes are high, as school districts
that don’t meet certain bench-
marks can face the loss of fund-
ing.  

“Yes, we need to hold teachers
accountable, (but) I’m not sure we
have the right tool in place,” she
added.

Milligan has spent more time in
the classroom than she expected,
having at one time decided she
might like to retire after her kids
had completed high school. “Then
I thought, ‘Oh, I don’t want to be
an empty nester’.”

That was years ago. The Milli-
gan’s son, Mike, graduated from
Cass City in 2011 and went on to
pursue a degree in ag science at
Purdue University. He now man-
ages Milligan Farms, while his
sister, Elisabeth, a 2014 Cass City
grad, earned her undergraduate
degree at Michigan State Univer-
sity and is now a medical student.

“We’re proud of our kids.
They’ve done well. They had
good starts in the Cass City
Schools,” said Milligan, who says
she knew it was time to close the
books on her own career. “You
can feel yourself separating from
things; you’re not as passionate,”
she added.

Now, she’s looking forward to
devoting more time to hobbies –
and to travel, a bug she picked up
as a teen when she spent a year in
New Zealand as a Rotary Ex-
change student.

The Milligans have since trav-
eled extensively, visiting Aus-
tralia, Germany, Austria, Scotland,
Switzerland, Spain and England.
And they plan to pursue more ad-
ventures, both on their own and in
conjunction with Dave’s travels as
an officer with the National Asso-
ciation of Wheat Growers.
Milligan will also be able to look

back on a fulfilling career.
“It was,” she said, adding work-

ing with other dedicated educators
– each with his or her own view
on teaching – made it possible to
have a positive impact on each
youngster in her classroom over
the years.

“I can’t say I ever had a student
who didn’t show growth – every
kid bettered themselves,” she said.
“And to see that light come on…
or to find their passion. It has been
a wonderful way to touch people’s
lives.”

Aid for struggling farmers
LANSING – Michigan’s farmers have been pummeled with severe cold
and historic rainfall events so far in 2019. The extraordinary weather
conditions are having devastating impacts on the state’s farming and
agricultural community.

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD) last week launched an online resource and information por-
tal to make it a one-stop spot for farmers to find the help they need this
year. The site will be constantly updated as new information and aid is
identified. It includes resources from partners such as MSU Extension
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“Wet conditions are preventing farmers from getting into the fields
and from planting this growing season. In parts of the state, farmers are
now so many weeks behind schedule that they are nearly out of time
and options for this year,” said MDARD Director Gary McDowell. “I
am encouraging our farmers to reach out to their area USDA and Michi-
gan State University Extension experts for guidance during this difficult
time.”

For information, visit the farmer resource website at
https://www.michigan.gov/cropdisaster.

Last chance: Project Fresh
CARO – The final distribution for Tuscola County Senior Project Fresh
is scheduled for Tuesday, July 9, at the Caro Senior Commons, 1601
W. Gilford Rd., Caro.
Those who have not received coupons this year are asked to arrive at

10 a.m. for the opportunity to received two booklets (total value $40),
and those who have already received coupons should arrived at noon
to get an additional booklet, which will be distributed on a first-come,
first-served basis.

To qualify, participants must be 60 years or older, a Tuscola County
resident, and have a household income of less than $22,459 (household
of one), $30,451 (household of two) or $38,443 (household of three).
More information is available by contacting MSU Extension at (989)

672-3870.
The project is supported locally by MSU Extension, the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture (USDA), Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) and the Tuscola County Council on Aging.

Fair building dedication set
CARO – There will be a dedication ceremony and ribbon-cutting at the
new Tuscola County Fair Community Center, corner of Almer and Con-
gress streets in Caro, Friday, July 19, at 5 p.m.
The festivities will include a pancake supper scheduled for 4 to 7 p.m.

the same day. Cost of the fundraiser is $8 for adults and $5 for kids
under the age of 12.

Thumb residents appointed
LANSING — Gov. Gretchen Whitmer last week announced the ap-
pointment of three upper Thumb residents to the Farm Produce Insur-
ance Authority Board of Directors.
They are:
*Stephen J. Ewald, Unionville, president and owner of Ewald Farms,

Inc. Ewald was appointed to succeed Greg Ackerman, whose term ex-
pired June 20, to represent producers from the largest Michigan organ-
ization exclusively representing dry bean producers in Michigan for a
term expiring June 20, 2022.

*Jason Haag, Unionville, owner and operator of a sugar beet, corn,
bean, soybean and wheat farm in Unionville, and an agronomy consult-
ant with Digital Agronomy, LLC. Haag was appointed to succeed Ben-
jamin Chaffin, whose term expired June 20, to represent producers from
the largest Michigan organization exclusively representing the interests
of soybean producers in Michigan for a term expiring June 20, 2022.

*Rita Herford, Pigeon, a member and operator of Gentner-Bischer
Farms. Herford was appointed to succeed Matthew Frostic, whose term
expired June 20, to represent producers from the largest Michigan or-
ganization representing general farm interests in Michigan for a term
expiring June 20, 2022.

4-Hers asked to lend a hand
HURON COUNTY — 4-H clubs, leaders, parents and teens will be
needed to assist with 4-H building security during the Huron Commu-
nity Fair, which will kick off Sunday, July 28. Volunteers will be needed
each day of fair week, from Monday, July 29, through Saturday, Aug.
3, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Individuals and groups are asked to contact Kari VerEllen, 4-H ad-
ministrative assistant, at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 604) to sign up for spe-
cific days and times to work.

Daley set to host office hours
CARO — State Senator Kevin Daley (R-Lum) will be holding office
hours with constituents throughout the 31st Senate District Monday,
July 29.
The scheduled sessions will include one from 9 to 10 a.m. at the Har-

vest Coffeehouse and Deli, 157 N. State St., Caro.
Daley, who represents citizens in Tuscola, Bay and Lapeer counties,

will be available to answer questions and provide information and as-
sistance, as well as take suggestions on issues affecting communities
and businesses in the district. No appointment is necessary.

More information is available by visiting the website SenatorKevin-
Daley.com or by calling (517) 373-1777.

Thumb residents appointed 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer Friday announced a host of appointments to

various boards and commissions, and some Thumb residents are among
those chosen to serve.
They include: 
*Deborah Beers, of Sebewaing, named to the Michigan Board of Be-

havior Analysts. Beers is a board-certified assistant behavior analyst
and chief financial officer at Thumb Area Psychological Services in
Cass City.

The Michigan Board of Behavior Analysts was created to assist the
Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs with the reg-
ulating and licensing of behavior analysts who utilize applied behavior
analysis interventions that are based on scientific research and the direct
observation and measurement of behavior and the environment. 
*Guthry Laurie of Caro was appointed to the Michigan Potato Industry

Commission. Laurie is the farm manager for Walther Farms in Cass
City. 
The Michigan Potato Industry Commission was created to foster and

promote an economically viable potato industry in Michigan by pro-
viding responsible leadership for the industry.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY  •  NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Serving You and Your Community  
Since 1960

Afonso Ferreira, MD Norma Abbott 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Millwood 
Street  
Primary Care 
130 Millwood St., 
Caro 
989.672.1555

4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121 • www.hdghmi.org

Blake  Putnam, MD Christine Henderson
Family Nurse Practitioner

Hills & Dales 
Caro Family 
Practice 
1514 W. Caro Road, 
Caro 
989.672.1399

Nancy Wade, MD Andrea Mosher
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

Darcy Schlund-Tenbusch
Family Nurse Practitioner

Thumb 
Pediatrics 
6190 Hospital Dr., 
Suite 105, Cass City 
989.872.8503

Angela  Weber
Family Nurse Practitioner

Ubly  
Medical 
Clinic 
2254 Main St. 
Ubly  
989.658.9191

Richard  Moyer, DO

Hills & Dales 
Orthopedic 
Clinic 
6190 Hospital Dr. 
Suite 104 
989.912.6115

Cass City 
General 
Surgery Clinic 
6190 Hospital Dr. 
Suite 107 
989.872.5582

Donald H.  Robbins, Jr. DO Marie  Havercamp
Family Nurse Practitioner

Surendra  Raythatha, MD

Cass City  
Family 
Practice 
6190 Hospital Dr. Suite 106 
Cass City 
989.872.8303 
989.872.5010

Melanie Kramer, MD Erica Knoerr
Family Nurse Practitioner

Kimberly St. Onge
Family Nurse Practitioner

Kingston 
Family Practice 
5854 State St. • Kingston 
989.683.8065

Family Health Care  
of Cass City 
6230 Hospital Dr. • Cass City 
989.872.2410

Megan Parslow
Family Nurse Practitioner

John Bitner, MD Richard Hall, DO Marlene Schank
Family Nurse Practitioner

Mary Krause
Family Nurse Practitioner

Cass City 
Medical 
Practice 
4675 Hill St. 
 Cass City 
989.872.8202 Kristie Smith

Family Nurse Practitioner
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THE 2020 Thumb Barn Quilt Calendar features well-known barns in Huron

and Tuscola counties. In the upper left corner is the Charles W. Liken Carriage

Barn, 644 E. Main St., Sebewaing, with its Mariner’s Compass quilt block. And

the barn in the lower right-hand corner is Fertile Valley Seed Farm barn, 6183

Sheridan Rd., Unionville, with its “Sugar Bowl” quilt block.

conducting a violent crime inves-
tigation, was also placed on pro-
bation for 24 months and ordered
to pay court costs and fines total-
ing $1,026.

Continued from page one. Court records state the charges
levied against Smith stemmed
from “her knowledge of a knife in
her residence that had the pres-
ence of human blood (on it) after
being used in an assault and/or her
knowledge of moving the same

knife into or within the residence
to hinder the investigation being
conducted by the Cass City Police
Department and Michigan State
Police.”

Cass City man faces prison time in stabbing

Thumb Quilt Trail
calendars out; new 
quilts on the way

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The 2020 Thumb Quilt Barn Calendars are done and ready for sale.
One of the photos on the 2020 Thumb Quilt Trail features the

“Mariner’s Compass” quilt that was installed on the Charles W. Liken
Carriage Barn, 644 E. Main St., Sebewaing. The Mariner’s Compass
design was selected as the barn’s quilt because it depicts the journey on
the seas from Germany to the United States by John C. Liken, who was
an early pioneer and entrepreneur in Sebewaing.

Liken was one of Sebewaing’s prominent citizens and businessman.
He opened sawmills in Sebewaing, Unionville, Akron and Fairgrove.
He was also connected to the old stores in Bach and in Kilmanagh that
are still standing. 

Another well-known “smiling barn”, located in Unionville is in the
2020 calendar as well. Locals call it the smiling barn because the way
it is designed it looks like the barn is smiling. The quilt is on the Fertile
Valley Seed Farm barn, 6183 Sheridan Rd., and sports a quilt block
called the “Sugar Bowl.” It can be seen from M-25.

The Thumb Quilt Trail 2020 Calendars are being sold at the Frame
Shoppe on M-81 in Caro and at the Quilting B’s shop in Bad Axe. They
cost $20 plus tax. More retail locations are expected to be announced
soon.
The Thumb Quilt Trail was established to promote tourism and appre-

ciation of barns, to tell the story of a small agricultural community and
to promote the art, craft and legacy of quilt making in the Thumb region,
according to Thumb Quilt Trail President Pamela Stillwell-Binder.

The Thumb quilt trail offers another reason to take a scenic drive in
the countryside in Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola counties to view a barn
or business with a quilt pattern square, she said.

For more information about the Thumb Area Quilt Trail, or a map of
where the quilt barns are located, visit the website www.thumbquilt-
trail.com. The group also has a Facebook page.

Currently, 100 different quilts are featured on the Thumb trail. And,
more are on the way, as a number of volunteers recently began working
on the next quilts to be added to the trail.

Electricity sales expected to
dip, gas consumption on rise
Sales of electricity in Michigan are expected to be down for 2019, ac-

cording to the Michigan Public Service Commission’s Michigan Energy
Appraisal Summer Outlook 2019 released last week.

In contrast, officials are projecting natural gas consumption will be
higher from May through September compared to the same period in
2018.
Electricity sales are expected to decrease by .9 percent to 102.9 thou-

sand gigawatt hours, according to the annual MPSC analysis of trends
in the state’s fuel and power sectors. That’s down from 103.8 thousand
gigawatt hours from the previous year.

Residential sales are expected to drop 2.2 percent and commercial, .6
percent. But industrial sales are expected to rise .3 percent. Consump-
tion in the residential and commercial sectors is largely dependent on
weather. If the summer is warmer than normal, then demand for elec-
tricity to power air conditioning could rise.

Natural gas demand is expected to rise 1.4 percent this year, due
mainly to increased use for electricity production driven partially by
January’s polar vortex, according to the report.

Higher than forecast temperatures this summer could also increase de-
mand for cooling and electricity to run air conditioning. If prices remain
at current levels, this year’s average residential bill is expected to be
$20 lower than last year due largely to falling U.S. prices.
Michigan drivers should plan to pay more for a gallon of gasoline this

summer as demand for the fuel is expected to increase for the seventh
year in a row. A gallon is expected to average $2.83 during the April
through September summer driving period.

The price of a gallon of diesel fuel is expected to be $3.20, down a
penny from last year.
Other highlights from the MPSC’s Summer 2019 Energy Appraisal:

Electricity

This year’s combined peak electrical demand plus planning reserve
margin requirements are about four percent higher than was projected
for 2018.

In 2018, electrical demand peaked for Consumers Energy at 7,568
megawatts July 5, and for DTE Energy at 11,418 megawatts Sept. 5.

The generation capacity required to serve the Lower Peninsula in-
creased by 10.6 megawatts in 2019-20, compared to 2018-19. Genera-
tion capacity to serve the Upper Peninsula and eastern Wisconsin rose
by 195 megawatts.
This summer’s peak demand plus reserve margin for the Lower Penin-

sula is expected to be 21,976 megawatts, up from 21,121 megawatts
last summer.

Natural gas

The average monthly residential summer bill for the four largest gas
utilities – DTE Gas, SEMCO Energy, Consumers Energy and Michigan
Gas Utilities — is projected at roughly $34 for April 2019 through Oc-
tober 2019.
A residential customer’s annual gas bill for April 2019 through March

2020 is forecast to be $754, which is down from $773 predicted for last
year.
Production from natural gas wells in the state continues to decline and

is expected to decrease by 5.9 percent to 84.9 billion cubic feet in 2019.

Petroleum

Crude oil production averaged 10.96 million barrels per day in 2018
and is expected to increase to 12.45 million barrels per day in 2019 and
to 13.38 million barrels per day in 2020.
Absent unanticipated infrastructure or supply problems, it is expected

that the price and supply of petroleum products will be stable for the
remainder of 2019.

Gasoline

Gasoline demand will be 4.73 billion gallons, up 1.5 percent from a
year ago.
With continued OPEC production curtailments and geopolitical risks

in Iran and Venezuela, crude oil prices are likely to continue strength-
ening.
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Enjoy the July 4th 
Freedom Festival!

Auto, Home, Life, Business, 
Farm and more

Reggie Ignash
covers Michigan

(989) 872-4432  |  rignash@fbinsmi.com
6505 Main St., Cass City

ReggieIgnashAgency.com
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Cass City 
Freedom Festival 
July 3rd - July 7th

It’s been a race against the clock to get the Helen Stevens Memorial
Pool up and running for the free swimming offered annually during the
Cass City Freedom Festival.
Over the last few months, there has been a flurry of activity in an effort

to complete upgrades to the 43 year old pool, located in Cass City
Recreational Park. Normally, the pool is open for Memorial Day fun,
but rainy and cool weather delayed repairs this spring.
Among the upgrades are application of a new finish, a new filter, new

floor tile, fencing, reconstruction of the concrete pad around the pool,
replacement of the sand filter and other mechanical components, and
new walkways.
As the 41st annual Freedom Festival kicks off, one of the first things

on the agenda will be celebrating the opening of the newly-renovated
pool today (Wednesday).

There will be a free open swim from 1 to 9 p.m., with an open house
celebration at the facility from 5 to 7 p.m. The event, sponsored by the
village, will be followed by a recognition ceremony.
As part of the celebration, there will be hot dogs and drinks at the open

house, and everyone is invited, said Cass City Chamber of Commerce
Administrator Judy Keller, who is coordinating the Freedom Festival,
Wednesday, July 3, through Sunday, July 7.

The festival will include free swimming at the pool from 1 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, July 4 (sponsored by Cass City Oil and Gas), and again Fri-
day, July 5, Saturday, July 6, and Sunday July 7 (sponsored by Reggie
Ignash - Farm Bureau).
Because the pool — built in 1976 — is among the crown jewels of the

village’s park system, the community rallied in support of raising
money for repairs. Village trustees Rob Piaskowski and Tom Herron
made it their mission to get the word out on how badly the pool needed
upgrades in order to preserve the facility.

In addition, the restoration project received a substantial boost when
veteran local businessman Duane Chippi donated $200,000 towards the
effort in memory of his wife, Janice.

The 41st annual Freedom Festi-
val in Cass City will kick off
Wednesday, July 3, and continue
through Sunday, July 7, with fam-
ily-friend events throughout.
The festival has a wide variety of

activities for the entire family,
with many old favorites returning
as well as some new ones.

“A new event this year will be
the kiddie pedal pull, and instead
of a church service on Sunday,
there will be a community concert
on Saturday night,” said Cass City
Chamber of Commerce Adminis-
trator Judy Keller. “And, this year
there will be a food drive for Re-
vive Ministries.”

The celebration, which annually
draws thousands of area residents
and visitors, boasts a long tradi-
tion of combining community
pride with a traditional small-town
Fourth of July celebration.
“I would say the parade, the fire-

works, three-on-three basketball
tournament, and the inflatables are
the most popular (attractions),”
Keller noted.

The first thing on the agenda is
celebrating the re-opening of the
Helen Stevens Memorial Pool at
Cass City Recreational Park. The
pool has undergone extensive ren-
ovations and will be open for free
swimming, including a session
planned for 1 to 9 p.m. today
(Wednesday) in conjunction with
an open house celebration from 5
to 7 p.m.

“There will be hot dogs and
drinks at the open house, and all
are invited,” said Keller.

Events scheduled for Thursday,
July 4, include the Freedom Fest
Golf Tourney at the Rolling Hills
Golf Course at noon.

There will be bingo at 6 p.m. at
the Lions’ Pavilion, and registra-
tion for the Pageant in Rotary Park
opening at 5:15 p.m., with the
pageant starting at 6 p.m.
On Friday, July 5, there will be a

huge craft show in the park from
noon to 7 p.m., food vendors in

the park from 4 to 9 p.m., a corn-
hole tournament at 5 p.m. at the
Rolling Hills Golf Course, a home
run derby at 5:30 p.m. on the main
Little League field, and the classic
car show will be back again at 6
p.m. behind Rotary Park. This
year the car show is sponsored by
McDonald’s and the Cass City
Gavel Club.

A new event hosted by Revive
Ministries is a kids’ block party
from 3 to 6 p.m. on West Street,
and the Lions Club will also host
a free child’s eyesight screening at
the same time and location.

Friday will also offer festival-
goers plenty of live music, with
the Mysterians performing from
6:30 to 9 p.m. at Rotary Park, and
the band Untamed Beauty hitting
the stage at 7 p.m. at the Rolling

Hills Golf Course.
Activities on Saturday, July 6,

start at 7:30 a.m. with a 8K and
5K run/walk and toddler trot
sponsored by Hills and Dales
General Hospital, Cass City (reg-
istration starts at 6:30 a.m.), and a
slow-pitch softball tournament
will get underway at 8 a.m. on the
softball diamonds.

Entries for the annual grand pa-
rade will meet at 9:30 a.m. on
Garfield Avenue, with the parade
stepping off at 10:30 a.m. travel-
ing through the downtown district
on M-81.

After the parade, there will be a
two-cylinder tractor display in the
park, the Cass City Lions Club
BBQ dinner at the Lions Pavilion,
craft show until 7 p.m., food ven-
dors until 9 p.m., the Fire in the

Sky Three-on-Three Basketball
Tournament in the park, and until
6 p.m. children will have free ac-
cess to inflatables, water slide, and
obstacle course setup in the park.

Other activities on Saturday in-
clude the new pedal pullers kiddie
tractor pull (registration at 1:30
p.m., with the pull starting at 2
p.m.) for kids ages five years and
up, north of the basketball courts.

Although the schedule lists per-
formances by the Thumb Area
Tail Waggers, the 4-H group will
not be performing this year.

And, instead of a Sunday wor-
ship service, there will be a con-

MEMBERS OF Farm Bureau Insurance (left to right)

Joel Bolzman, Jessica Dressler, Reggie Ignash, Michaela

Tuckey and Kaylene Stine  stand in front of the freshly

remodeled Helen Stevens Memorial Pool during a sunny

afternoon. The insurance company will be sponsoring

the open swim that will be held Friday, Saturday and

Sunday during the Freedom Festival. 

41st annual Freedom Fest ready to roll

Ignash sponsors free swim

cert and devotion program from 7
to 8 p.m. at in Rotary Park.

Some of the favorite events that
will return on Saturday are the
strongman competition from 1 to
5 p.m. in the parking lot of the for-
mer Baker College and sponsored
by Ligrow’s 24-hour fitness, the
M-T Pocket Pullers Tractor Pull
from 3 to 9 p.m. in the north part
of the park, and DJ Mike Wilson
will host a dance party at 7 p.m. in
the elementary school parking lot.

The evening will conclude with
the community’s annual grand
fireworks display at dusk in the
park.

Stories compiled by
Mary Drier
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A change of the guard of sorts in the Freedom Festival’s popular Clas-
sic Car Show has resulted in some format changes as the new sponsor-
ing organization gets its feet wet.
The Cass City Gavel Club took over coordinating the car show, which

is scheduled for Friday, July 5, starting at 6 p.m. behind Rotary Park in
the municipal parking lot. Registration will get underway at 4:30 p.m.,
and food will be available for purchase from 5 to 7 p.m.

Gavel Club member Ron Guinther says he sent out about 150 entries
for the show using the list of those who attended the show in the past.
“There were 140 cars that showed up last year. That filled the parking

lots behind Rotary Park and some were on the streets,” he said. “The
entry fee is $5, which goes to the Gavel Club.”
The entries in this year’s show, which is also being sponsored by Mc-

Donald’s of Cass City, will not be judged.
“The event will just be to show off their cars. This is our first year of

our doing this, so we are really green. We are learning as we go along,”
he said. “Every car that enters will receive a plaque, and we are trying
to get together a ‘goodie bag’ for them. We are working on that.”
There is no pre-registration required. Even if an invitation to participate

wasn’t received, classic car owners are welcome to simply show up
with their pride and joy.
Although a coordinated cruise through the downtown area is not sched-

uled, Guinther said he expects drivers will participate in a cruise around
town to show off their cars.
The Gavel Club is a men’s speaking club that raises money in support

of a variety of projects in the Cass City community.
“The $5 fee for the car show will go back into Cass City. Over the last

two years the Gavel Club has put over $30,000 back into the village.
We do a lot with the school, the park, with the local Boy Scout Troop,
the backpack program, Christmas in the Village, and all kinds of
things,” said Guinther.

Gavel Club takes 
over ‘19 car show
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As the saying goes, everybody
loves a parade, and there will be a
lot to love about the 2019 Cass
City Freedom Festival Parade,
which will kick off at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, July 6.

“Lineup starts at 8 a.m. on
Brooker Street. The parade goes
down M-81 towards Parkway (the
store) and turns on Ale Street then
on to the park,” explained Judy
Keller, who coordinates the event
along with her duties as adminis-
trator of the Cass City Chamber of
Commerce.

“We usually have between 70
and 80 entries registered. I don’t
look for 80 this year because there
are no politicians running for elec-
tion, so about 70 entries will be
more like it.”

This year’s grand marshal is
Craig Bellew of Hills and Dales
General Hospital. For 31 years, he
has dedicated his time and talents
to the hospital and to the Cass City
community.

Bellew joined the hospital staff
in September 1988 as the director
of pharmacy. He worked in that
role for 28 years. He then took on
the role of vice president of ambu-
latory services.
“During his career, Craig was in-

strumental in developing patient
safety protocols and also forming
a safety committee for the hospi-
tal. Craig worked closely with the
medical staff each day to ensure
our inpatients and outpatients had

the medicine they needed,” said
Danielle Blaine, Hills and Dales
General Hospital marketing and
foundation director.

“Craig was also instrumental in
the development of the Hospital
Drive Pharmacy. His patient care
has now continued, as he works
with the medical staff and the
staff in Hills and Dales clinics to
ensure patients are taken care of.”
Bellew is also active in the com-

munity as a member of the Cass
City Rotary Club, and he’s spent
many years as a professor at Fer-
ris State University. He is an avid
golfer, Red Wings fan, camper
and car enthusiast.

There is no cost to enter the pa-
rade. Awards will be presented in
four different categories: most
original entry, prettiest entry, most
patriotic entry and the best local
business entry.

Entry forms for the parade are
available at the chamber office
(inside the municipal building at
the corner of Main and Seeger
streets), as well as online at cass-
citychamber.com.

Parade entries can show up on
the day of the parade, but will be
put at the back of the line.

“The Plymouth Fife and Drum
Corps will be back this year. They
are a big hit at the parade,” Keller
noted.

“The Plymouth Fife and Drum
Corps is made up of 40 to 50 stu-
dents ranging in age from 12 to
18. Its members are self-support-
ing and dedicated to preserving
the ancient arts of color guard, fif-
ing and drumming through live
performances in parades, histori-
cal and patriotic celebrations, con-
certs, cultural affairs and other
civic events.

Parade entries shaping up
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KURT PANKAU of Filion polishes up his 1970 Ford during the 2018 clas-

sic car show in the parking lot behind Rotary Park.
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Although one music group
scheduled to perform during Cass
City’s Freedom Festival had a
chart-topping hit that involved
shedding tears, there will only be
tears of joy from memories of by-
gone days when they take the
stage.

The Mysterians will be back
again this year for the 41st Free-
dom Festival, performing from
6:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, July 5, at
Rotary Park.

“I was 12 years old when we
started the band in 1962,” recalled
Robert Balderrama. “Our biggest
hit was ‘96 Tears’. It went world-
wide. It was hard to match that.”
Although the group continued to

perform, they were never able to
match the success of “96 Tears”.

“Our second record hit the top
20, and that is hard to do. We had

others that hit the top 40, but none
were as big a hit as ’96 tears’,” he
said.

Although former lead singer
Question Mark is not part of the
group that performs these days,
the Mysterians still feature
Balderrama and the original key-
board player, Frank Rodriguez,
whose talent on the keyboard was
showcased in the group’s top
recording.
“I feel blessed God has given me

the opportunity to keep playing
music. I’m 69 now - started when
I was 12, and I’m still going with
the original keyboard player,” said
Balderrama. “It’s been great. I
want to keep on playing.”

The original band, Question
Mark and the Mysterians, was
formed by a group of Mexican
teenagers who were born in Texas

and raised in Saginaw. The origi-
nal group was composed of lead
singer Rudy Martinez, his brother,
Robert, on drums, Frank Ro-
driguez on keyboards, Bobby
Balderrama on guitar and Larry
Borjas on bass.

A few of the other songs the
group is known for are “Ain’t that
a Shame” and the “Midnight
Hour”, both of which heavily fea-
ture the keyboard.

Devotion
The Cass City Ministerial Asso-

ciation is organizing something a
little different in the way of a wor-
ship program in conjunction with
the 2019 Freedom Festival.

“We are not doing a community
service this year like what was
done in years past,” said Brad
Speirs, senior minister at the
Novesta Church of Christ. “We
will be doing a community con-
cert and devotion rather than a
worship service Sunday.”
The event is scheduled for Satur-

day, July 6, starting at 7 p.m. at
Rotary Park.

“It’s a combination church serv-
ice (and) a concert with gospel
music,” Speirs explained. “Well-
known locals Tom (Guinther) and
Jerry (Lamoureux) will be sharing
with us through music, while Ross
Foley from Deford Community
Church will be leading us in a de-
votion time.
“We are also going to be partici-

pating in a special time of com-
munion together as brothers and
sisters in Christ.”

According to Speirs, the theme
for the program is “You First”
based on Romans 12:10, which
says, “Be devoted to one another
in brotherly love. Honor one an-
other above yourselves.”

“We look forward to having
(everyone) join us for a great
evening together before the fire-
works,” Speirs added.

Music will fill Rotary Park

RETURN PERFORMANCE - The Mysterians will be back again
this year for the 41st Freedom Festival, performing from 6:30 to 9
p.m. Friday, July 5, at Rotary Park.
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Organizers of the annual Free-
dom Festival’s Pageant in Rotary
Park are looking for children who
have a sparkling personality, or
who are at least not shy in front of
crowds.

The pageant is slated to get un-
derway at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
July 4, at Rotary Park.

“They are judged on personality
and poise in getting up in front of
an audience, and maybe answer-
ing a couple of questions,” said
Ashley Patrick, who is coordinat-
ing the free event. “Getting the
kids up on stage in front of an au-
dience helps build confidence.”

The pageant has several cate-
gories, from newborns through
age 21.
“Although we like to have regis-

tration done beforehand, registra-
tion can be done up to one hour
before the event starts,” she noted.

Registration/check-in starts at
5:15 p.m. on the day of the event.
The categories include: Beautiful

Baby Boy and Beautiful Baby
Girl (newborn to 12 months old);
Terrific Toddler Boy and Terrific
Toddler Girl (ages one to three
years old); Tiny Miss Sparkler
(girls ages four to five years old);
Young Miss Firecracker (girls
ages six to eight years old); and
Junior Miss Dynamite (girls ages
nine to 12 years old).

The suggested attire for partici-
pants in those categories is “Patri-
otic Sunday best”.

In two other categories — Teen
Miss Dynamite (ages 13 to 16)
and Miss Dynamite (ages 17 to
21), the suggested attire is semi-
formal or formal.
The youngest participants will go

first, and a parent or guardian
must accompany their child at all
times (on stage with infants and
toddlers).

According to Patrick, partici-
pants will be judged on overall ap-
pearance, personality and poise,
and they will be asked a sample
question or two while they are on
stage.

“We encourage everyone to
come and watch,” Patrick said. “It
is a fun event. There will be music
(and) Excel Dance Studio of Arts
will perform, so people are en-
couraged to bring a lawn chair.”

Trophies will be awarded to the
first-, second- and third-place
winners in each category, and

each first-place winner will be
given a crown.

In addition, the winners in the
Junior Miss Dynamite, Teen Miss
Dynamite and Miss Dynamite cat-
egories will ride in the grand pa-
rade Saturday, July 6.
This is the third year Patrick has

coordinated the event. Registra-
tion forms and more information
are available by contacting her at
(989) 551-5419 or via email at
aptinydancer@gmail.com.
Registration forms can be mailed

to her at 4860 Crestwood Circle,
Cass City, MI 48726 or registra-
tion can be completed in person
one hour before the event.

Pageant in Rotary Park
Contestants sought for annual festival showcase

AREA WINNERS from last year’s Pageant in

the Park take a quick picture with program co-

ordinator Ashley Patrick. 
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back by popular demand
The Freedom Festival Strong-

man Competition returns to the
Freedom Festival Saturday, July 6,
from one to 5 p.m. in the parking
lot of the Hills and Dales General
Hospital Corporate Services Of-
fices and Regional Education
Center (formerly the Baker Col-
lege campus).
The event is sponsored and coor-

dinated by Jon Ligrow, owner of
Ligrow’s 24 Hour Fitness, 6447
Main St.

“This will be our third annual
strongman competition. This was
a great event the last couple years
and we are hoping to make this a
big-time event again for this
year,” Ligrow said.

“Aaron West will be hosting the
competition again this year, and
he and his crew are top notch
when it comes to strongman com-
petitions.”

The competition is divided into
divisions — lightweight, mid-
dleweight and heavyweight for
men and women.

“We are going to have a semi-
truck pull. We had that last year
and it went over really well,” he
said.
“There is (also) going to be a cir-

cus dumbbell pull,” added
Ligrow, who explained the com-
petition utilizes a heavy dumbbell
that a participant has to pick up
and lift it up overhead with one
arm. The lightest one is 130
pounds – the heaviest weighs in at
180 pounds.

Another event is the, involving
weights on a bar that participants
must lift as many times as they
can in 60 seconds (the weights are
405 pounds for light weights and
505 pounds for heavy weight con-
tenders). And, Ligrow said,
“There is the super yoke event
where they have to pick up weight
on their shoulders and walk with
it for 60 feet. The weight for that
is 460 pounds and on up to 660
pounds.”
The last event in the competition

involves putting a stone over a bar
as many times as possible in 60
seconds. “That might sound easy,

but the weight of the stones start
at 220 pounds and go up to 300
pounds,” he said.

Ligrow is hoping the number of
registered competitors will climb
as the competition nears.

“Last year there were 34 com-
petitors total, which is double
from the first year when there was
17. Last year there were a lot of
sign-ups just before the competi-
tion started,” Ligrow said. “It’s a

fun event to watch. We had a lot
of spectators last year, and the
event draws people who want to
compete from all over the state.”

The cost to participate for those
who are members of Ligrow’s 24
Hour Fitness is $50, and the cost
for non-member is $75.

To register or learn more, call
(989) 872-3260 or (989) 600-
6308.

Among the goals when Revive
Ministries was established was to
give back to the community, and
that goal will be part of the annual
Freedom Festival.

The non-profit organization will

host a free kids’ block party from
3 to 6 p.m. Friday, July 5, on West
Street, next to Revive’s resell
store at 6400 Main St.

There will be inflatables, face
painting, games and more, accord-
ing to Gail Tuckey, event coordi-
nator. There will also be free
popcorn and pickles on a stick.
“This is something we want to do

for the kids in the community,”
Tuckey said.
Aside from the kids’ block party,

a new addition to the festival, Re-
vive hosts a number of free activ-
ities and events throughout the
year.

To help operate the resell shop,
Revive accepts donations during
store hours, including gently used
clothing, sheets, blankets,
couches, tables, chairs, dressers,
beds, kitchen utensils, dishes, re-
frigerators, stoves, washers and
dryers in working condition.

Revive also hosts food pantries
throughout the year for those who
live in the Cass City School Dis-
trict.
For more information, or to make

a donation, call (989) 551-7803.
Revive also has a newsletter. To

sign up, visit the website www.re-
vivecc.org.

Revive Ministries plans

free kids’ block party
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SANDUSKY resident Cody Gueldenzopf, 26,

puts everything he’s got into the lightweight

truck pull during the strongman competition

held last year in the former Baker College cam-

pus parking lot Saturday.
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The popular Fire in the Sky
Three-on-Three Basketball Tour-
nament will be back again for the
41st annual Cass City Freedom
Festival.

The tourney has been a festival
favorite for well over 20 years,
generating plenty of action and
big crowds around the basketball
courts at Cass City Recreational
Park following the annual grand
parade.
This year’s competition is slated

for Saturday, July 6.
Organizers say the event typi-

cally draws more than three dozen
teams ready to showcase their
three-point and nothing-but-net
skills.
“The cost is $60 for a team. Each

team has three players with one al-
ternate in case someone gets hurt
or needs to take a break,” said
Justin Ketterer, who helps coordi-
nate the event along with Aaron
Fernald.

Ketterer is the Cass City varsity
girls’ basketball coach, while Fer-
nald coaches the varsity boys’
team.
This is Ketterer’s second year of

involvement in coordinating the
tournament, which requires teams
to register in advance of the event.
Those who register receive a free

T-shirt, and the winners in each
bracket are awarded a trophy.

Fire in the Sky tourney coming
“Last year we had a good

turnout. There were a lot of people
there. The weather was nice,
which is always a plus,” he said.

“There are usually about 35 to 40
teams that show up for this,” he
added. “There are divisions for
girls and boys, and the other divi-

sions depends on what kind of en-
tries we get.”

The divisions are generally bro-
ken down into players ages eight
to 10 years old, 11 to 12 years old,
12 to 14 years old, 13 to 16 years
old, 16 to 18 years old, and those
over 18.

The competition, as always, is
expected to be fast-paced and in-
tense, said Ketterer, noting it is a
great event for both the kids and
adults, and a great opportunity to
meet new people from other
schools.

Ketterer indicated he’s excited
about this year’s three-on-three
event because the basketball
courts have been refurbished.
The base of the courts was pulled

up and pulverized, with a new
court surface installed. The 25-
year-old facility boasts eight full-
size courts that are high-school
length and width.

According to village Manager
Debbie Powell, the Pinney Foun-
dation donated more than $19,000
towards the $39,000 project com-
pleted by Yeager Asphalt.
In case of inclement weather, the

games will be moved to Cass City
Junior-Senior High School.

More information related to the
tournament is available by con-
tacting Ketterer at (989) 280-
2379.

Home Run Derby

The home run derby is back
again this year during the 41st an-
nual Cass City Freedom Festival.
The event, sponsored by Thumb
Bank and Trust, starts at 5:30 p.m.
Friday, July 5, at the Little League
field at Cass City Recreational
Park.

“This event is open to both girls
and boys, and you may use your
own bat, and wearing a helmet is
required,” said Ashley Patrick,
derby coordinator.

“The home run derby is broken
down into age divisions, with tro-
phies given to the top hitters in
each age category of eight-and-
under, 10-and-under, 11-12, 13-
14, 15-16 and 17 and up.

“Moms, dads and grandparents
can play — anyone who wants to
bring out their inner ball player,”
Patrick commented.

There is a fee to participate in
this event. The 12 and under
group gets 10 pitches for $5, and
those in the 13-and-up age group
gets 10 pitches for $10. There is a
$5 fee to try again.
“So, this can get pretty competi-

tive,” she said.
Depending on how many partic-

ipants sign up, the derby can last
for a while, but that won’t be a
problem this year.

“This will be the first time that,
if play goes on late, it will be
okay. New lighting is being put
in,” said Patrick. “We bought the
old lights from Kingston School’s
field that were replaced, so we can
play under the lights and keep
going as long as we need to. The
lights are being put in now. We re-
purposed them. DTE and the com-
munity helped pay for this.
“The Little League program will

also be helped with this, so we are
excited to be able to play under
the lights.”

For more information, call (989)
551-5419 or email aptiny-
dancer@gmail.com.

Slow-pitch Softball

A slow-pitch softball tournament
will be back again at the Cass City
Freedom Festival this year starting
at 8 a.m. Saturday, July 6, at the
softball diamond in the main park
area.
But this ball tournament is a little

different from most.
“It’s a co-ed slow-pitch tourna-

ment. It has six guys and four girls
on each team,” explained Doug
Hyatt, who is coordinating the
event. “The players alternate with
batting of boy-girl, boy-girl, etc.

“So far, sign-up for it has been
slow,” Hyatt commented a couple
weeks ago. “I’m hoping it picks
up. I’m hoping to get more

teams.”
The fee to enter is $150 per team.
“Last year we had 10 teams.

Right now, only four teams have
signed up so far,” he said. “It’s a
fun event that is for those ages 16
and over. A lot of people come and
watch the teams play.”

The tournament features a two-
game elimination format.

This is the second year for this
event. Last year, teams from
throughout the area signed up, and
hopes are the same will happen
this year.

Many of the forms for the vari-
ous events can be found on the
Cass City Chamber of Commerce
website at casscitychamber.com.

Festival ball tournaments slated

Although fees for some events help to offset the cost of organizing
and running the Freedom Festival, there are other ways to help support
the event.
Towards that end, glow-in-the-dark Freedom Fest bracelets are being

sold for $1.
Proceeds from sales of the bracelets go to the Freedom Festival and

fireworks. They can be purchased at Chemical Bank, Independent Bank,
Thumb Bank and Trust, Rawson Memorial District Library and Cass
City Hardware.
In addition, donations can be made at the Cass City Chamber of Com-

merce Office, 6506 Main St., Cass City, MI 48726.

Chamber Administrator Judy Keller credited the festival’s sponsors
with shouldering much of the financial support. They include Diamond
Sponsor: Walbro of Cass City; Platinum Sponsors: Walther Farms,
Thumb Bank and Trust, Rolling Hills Golf Course, Agri-Valley Com-
munications (Agri-Valley Services, Thumb Cellular), Cass City Oil and
Gas, Harris and Company (David and Heather Weiler and family),
Ligrow’s 24 Hour Fitness, Cass City Lions Club, the village of Cass
City and the local chamber of commerce; and Gold Sponsors: Bert and
Holly Althaver, Chemical Bank and Trust, Coach Light Hometown
Pharmacy and D/S Services Inc.

Fest finances look good
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Cass City has celebrated the birth
of the nation in a big way for more
than 40 years.

This year’s Freedom Festival
will be no different, with a grand
finale of fireworks at dusk on Sat-
urday that can be seen throughout
the area.

In order to make the festival’s
fireworks display bigger and bet-
ter than ever, organizers have been
working to schedule fundraisers,
and one of the key revenue-gener-
ating events is the four-man Free-
dom Fest Golf Tourney set for
Thursday, July 4, at the Rolling
Hills Golf Course.

The cost is $300 for a four-man

Golf tourney big fundraiser
team, which includes 18 holes of
golf, six drink tickets, a cart,
lunch, a barbecue dinner, and
prizes, according to Amy Low-
man, Rolling Hills Golf Course
owner and coordinator of the golf
tournament.

There is a 7 a.m. check in time
with a shotgun start at 8 a.m. The
maximum participation for this
event is nine teams, with an after-
noon tee time of 1 p.m. (noon
check-in) and shotgun start at 1
p.m.

Cash prizes will be awarded to
the top winners.

Rolling Hills Golf Course has
hosted the event for the last 29

years. The event typically raises
about $3,000 to $4,000 to help
pay for the fireworks.
For more information, call (989)

551-1141.
Also, the golf course will host a

corn hole tournament at 5 p.m.
Friday, July 5, and that is followed
with live music at 7 p.m., per-
formed by Untamed Beauty.
“They play music from the ‘80s,

‘90s and now,” Lowman noted.
“There is no charge for the music
or for the cornhole tournament.”
Lowman pointed out that the golf

course at 6586 Milligan Rd. is
also an ideal location to watch the
fireworks.

For 41 years, Cass City has been
the place to be to celebrate the
birth of this nation during the
community’s annual Freedom
Festival.

This celebration truly offers
something for everyone in the
family, with plenty of child-
friendly events, including a free
magic show presented by Gordon
the Magician. The event, spon-
sored by Coach Light Pharmacy,
will be Saturday, July 5, from 4 to
5:30 p.m. at the Cass City Lions
Pavilion.

Magician Gordon Russ has been
performing magic shows since he
was in high school — about 30
years ago. He has presented his
magic act all over the Thumb area
as well as throughout Michigan
and in some neighboring states.

“I do interactive tricks where I
involve the audience. I do it where
it looks like the volunteers are
doing the magic,” said Russ,
whose performances last for
roughly 45 minutes. I use a lot of
volunteers and have kids in-
volved, so they are not just sitting
and watching. I have them shout
magic words and wave their arms
in the air and clap.”

Performing magic is a skill that
was handed down from father to
son in Russ’ case. He became in-
terested in magic because of his
father.

“My dad taught me a couple of
tricks when I was a kid. He was an

Magician to amaze fest crowds
amateur magician. When I was in
high school, a lady asked me to
put on something for the National
Honor Society because the theme
for their party was carnival/cir-
cus,” he explained. “People who
saw my show called and asked me
to put a show on for them.”

Being a magician is a full-time
occupation.
“I work all around Michigan and

Ohio and Indiana. I do private par-
ties, fairs and festivals,” he noted.

More information about Gordon
the Magician is available on his
website at gordonruss.com.

Hills and Dales brings back 5K, 8K
walk, run and “toddler trot” to fest
The 22nd annual Hills and Dales

5K and 8K Run/5K Walk and
Toddler Trot will take place Satur-
day, July 6, as part of the Cass
City Freedom Festival.

The 5K and 8K races start and
finish in the parking lot of the

medical arts building directly
south of the hospital at 6190 Hos-
pital Dr. The course is a moder-
ately hilly route, consisting
primarily of side streets running
through the village of Cass City.
One small stretch of the course is

gravel road.
The course crosses Seeger Street

twice and there are crossing
guards at each location. The 5K
and 8K courses split at the second
crossing of Seeger Street and
Bulen Street. The 5K course heads
into the subdivision to the west,
while the 8K course follows
Seeger Street north to Milligan
Road. There will be one water sta-
tion on the 5K route and two
water stations along the 8K route.
The cost to pre-register to partic-

ipate in the 5K walk, 5K run or 8K
run is $20 through 1 p.m. Friday,
July 5. The fee for onsite registra-
tion, from 6:30 to 7 a.m. on the
day of the race, is $25.

Trophies/awards will be pre-
sented to the 5K walk, 5K run and
8K run overall male and female
winners and masters male/female
winners, and there will be trophies
and medals for top three places for
each age/gender division. Partici-
pants must complete the full
course on their own to qualify for
an award.
The Toddler trot entry fee is $10,

with the race slated to get under-
way at 8 a.m.
The Toddler trot is a half mile lap

around the hospital. There will be
crossing guards at each corner to
ensure the safety of all partici-
pants. Parents are also welcome to
run with their child. All toddler
trot participants will receive a
medal.

T-shirts will be distributed on a
first come, first served basis on
the morning of the event.

Among the prizes for the event
will be free passes to the Hills and
Dales Health and Fitness Center
in Cass City. There will also be
door prizes at the end of the race,
featuring gas cards, free fitness
memberships and other items.
Participants must be present to
win raffle prizes.
More information is available by

calling (989) 912-6401 or (989)
872-2084.Physical Therapy • Outpatient Services • Rehabilitation

Complete Concussion Management
The Lighthouse Rehabilitation Center is now recognized by Complete Concussion Management 
Inc (CCMI) and joins a network of clinics around the world offering evidence-based concussion 

care. From initial pre-season multimodal baseline testing to concussion treatment and 
rehabilitation, our partnered CCMI practitioners collaborate with primary care physicians to 

co-manage concussions, helping patients and athletes safely Return to Learn, Work and Play.

For more information about our “FREE BASELINE TESTING,” Call: 989-673-2500 Caro.
Or 231-263-1350 Traverse City. Or visit our website at www.lighthouserehab.com
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MAGICIAN Gordon Russ will be back again

this year with his comedic routine to entertain

the crowds. 
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School upgrades underway

2018, paving the way to generate enough funding for a number of up-
grades designed to provide students with a safer, more secure and en-
ergy efficient learning environment.

In a nutshell, voters agreed to an extension of an existing three-mill
tax that originally raised money for capital improvement projects at
what is now Cass City Elementary School. That tax is slated to expire
in 2021 but will now be levied for an additional 15 years, with the pro-
ceeds going towards repairs and upgrades to the high school as well as
the elementary building.
Total bond expenditures in 2020 are projected at $2.358 million, with

another $3.685 million in 2022 for a total of $8.455 million generated
by the bond extension.

When it’s all said and done, upgrades at the high school will include
technology improvements, renovation of science labs and restrooms,
band instrument storage, classroom and art room casework, and STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) lab and classroom
furniture.

In the elementary building, upgrades will also target the hearing/air
conditioning/ventilation system, including replacement of boilers; elec-
trical service; parking lot paving; and playground equipment.

Paving of the parking lot at the district’s preschool is also planned as
well, as are bus loop paving and restroom upgrades. And, school offi-
cials will be purchasing multiple new school buses to update the dis-
trict’s aging fleet.

Continued from page one.

THE CASS City Junior-Senior High School gym is

packed with furniture and equipment removed

from the building’s classrooms, enabling construc-

tion workers to replace the radiant heating units

with a forced air system. Teachers and students

alike pitched in to clear the classrooms, according

to Hartel.

CASS CITY School Supt. Jeff Hartel surveys the work underway in a class-

room at the junior-senior high building, where construction crews are in the

process of installing a new heating, air conditioning and ventilation system.
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