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CASS CITY’S Tom Fulcher sings with the Mysterians during last year’s

Music in Rotary Park, a series of free summer concerts held on Friday

nights. The 2019 concerts will kick off Friday, June 28, with The Fulchers

starting at 6:30 p.m.

Crowd makes case for keeping new hospital here

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

From bluegrass to country to classic rock, the Music in Rotary Park
concert series has filled the summer night air with music in down-
town Cass City for the past dozen or more years, and this year’s con-
certs promise more of the same.
The 2019 series will include the return of The Mysterians, formerly

known as Question Mark and the Mysterians, which was propelled
to national prominence in the 1960s with its number one hit on the
Billboard Hot 100, “96 Tears”.
And, while the local summer concerts have also always featured a

wealth of local talent, this year’s series will also include an evening
set aside for individuals and groups to strut their stuff on stage.

The Cass City Lions Club will be presenting a throwback to the
late 1960s by sponsoring its own music talent show Friday, Aug. 2,
starting at 6:30 p.m. Acts are encouraged to register to perform in
one of three age group categories by contacting Tom Fulcher at (989)
670-5233 by the end of July. Cash prizes will be awarded.
“It’s something they (Lions Club) had years and years ago. I moved

up here in ’67 and I played in it,” recalled Fulcher, who said the
music talent shows were held in the old high school, which later

Please turn to page 5.

Music in the park
Summer concert series to
kick off Friday, June 28

Facelift continues at Kingston Schools

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although several facility up-
grades were completed last sum-
mer in the Kingston Community
School District, there is still more
work to be done this summer.
“We are totally redoing our high

school science lab. We are upgrad-
ing our middle school science
room and equipment. We are ren-
ovating student bathrooms in both

the elementary and high school,”
explained school Supt. Matt
Drake. “We are removing and re-
placing three 50-year old boilers
in the high school and replacing
them with high efficiency boilers.

“We are (also) removing and re-
placing all lighting in both build-
ings with LED lights.”

The work is being funded by a
$4.8 million bond for 20 years that
voters approved in November
2017.

Among the projects officials
completed last summer were re-
placing the old bleachers in the
high school gym and at the ath-
letic field, making them handicap
accessible; painting walls; the old
light poles on the football field
were removed and replaced; in-
stallation of some new carpeting
in the library; and the 1930 section
of the elementary school was de-

Hospital officials plan
active shooter exercise 

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s just a drill.
That’s the message Hills and Dales General Hospital officials are shar-

ing with the Cass City community as they prepare to stage another “ac-
tive shooter” drill later this week.
The exercise, planned for Friday, June 21, starting at 1 p.m., is part of

an on-going effort to do everything possible to keep hospital employees,
patients and visitors safe should such an emergency unfold, according
to Danielle Blaine, marketing director for Hills and Dales General Hos-
pital.
“It will take place at our MARC Building (Medical Arts Rehabilitation

Center), which is located across the street from the hospital and where
many of our medical clinics are, as well as our rehab/fitness center and
Hospital Drive Pharmacy,” Blaine noted.

“Local and state law enforcement will be on scene, as well as MMR
and other partnering agencies,” Blaine said. “The exercise will be
mostly contained to the medical clinics, though you may see some ad-
ditional scenarios take place in our emergency room. Hills and Dales

Please turn to page 8.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

About 150 people gathered at
Caro High School Thursday to
urge state officials to “keep their
promise” to build a new psychi-
atric hospital in Tuscola County.

Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS)
officials coordinated the “commu-
nity listening forum” focused on
the Caro Center and whether or
not to replace the existing psychi-
atric hospital with a new state fa-

cility in the county or at another
location.

The three-hour session was or-
ganized for representatives of
Myers and Stauffer – the consult-
ants MDHHS hired to conduct an
independent evaluation – to col-
lect public input on the proposed
$115 million project previously
promised to Tuscola County.
Dozens of those attending Thurs-

day’s forum offered a variety of
reasons why the new facility
should be built in Caro, the devas-
tating economic impact it would

have on the area if that doesn’t
happen, and why a quiet, rural set-
ting is the best environment for
the patients housed at the Caro
Center.

Tuscola County Circuit Judge
Amy Grace Gierhart was among
those who spoke, outlining her
case in favor of keeping the new
psychiatric facility in the county
from a judicial standpoint.
“We have a very large population

here who are charged as criminals
who suffer from mental illness,”
said Gierhart, who explained the

comprehensive process involved
when a lawyer is representing a
client facing trial who is believed
to be mentally incompetent or not
criminally responsible. “The eval-
uation is done at the Center for
Forensic Psychiatry in Ypsilanti. I
can tell you the waiting list for this
is unbelievable,” she added.

Legal and mental health issues
are so intertwined that in 2015,
Michigan became the second state
to establish regionalized mental
health courts. In 2017, Tuscola
County developed a mental-health
court program that Gierhart heads
to address the increasing number
of mentally ill defendants cycling
through the courts and jails.

Once a person is determined to
be mentally incompetent, they are
hospitalized and go through a
process to
hopefully
r e s t o r e
them to
c o m p e -
tency so
they can
be brought
to trial.

As a re-
sult of the
lack of
m e n t a l
health fa-
cilities, some defendants who are
ordered for treatment are instead

SEVERAL dozen people talked about how important it is to keep a state psy-

chiatric hospital in Tuscola County based on economics, having a well-trained

and caring staff in place, and for the good of the patients.

Judge Gierhart

Local business summit set

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City area residents who have been toying with the idea of ex-
panding an existing business or starting a new one don’t have to go it
alone.
Local village officials say they’re ready and willing to offer a helping

hand by connecting entrepreneurs with the sources and information they
need to make wise business decisions. Towards that end, Cass City will
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The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-
dents of the month for May is a
“Positive Self-Image”.  A student
who has a positive self-image
demonstrates acceptance by oth-
ers, shows willingness to take ap-
propriate risks, and identifies
strengths and weaknesses.  They

also demonstrate appropriate
grooming habits, display self-re-
spect, feel successful, and feel
good about themselves. 

The following students have
been chosen: Madalyn Rabun,
third grade (elementary level),
daughter of James and Samantha
Rabun; Natalie Wood, sixth grade
(junior high level), daughter of
Brandon and Kathleen Wood:
Clay Evans, tenth grade (high
school level), son of Maurice and
Tanya Evans; and Miranda Weiss,
twelfth grade (senior student),
daughter of Melinda Nicholas and
the late Steve Weiss.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Miranda Weiss.  
Weiss has attended the Prep Pro-

gram at the Huron Area Technical
Center the past two years.  While
in the Prep Program, she was in-

troduced to different careers.  As
a senior she has had the experi-
ence of working at different busi-
ness such as Thumb Industries,
the Peppermill Restaurant, Pizza
Hut, and Little Caesar’s.  This
year, Weiss has also worked in the
school store at the Tech Center.

As a senior, Weiss was a snow-
ball queen candidate.  She has car-
ried a hoop for graduation as a
sophomore and junior, and this
year will be one of the graduates
walking through the hoops!  Weiss
enjoys fishing, hunting, and
spending time with family and
friends.  She also is an animal
lover.

Weiss is the daughter of Melinda
Nicholas and the late Steve Weiss.
She plans on attending Michigan
Career & Technical Institute Vo-
cational School where she hopes
to become a groundskeeper.   

Madalyn Rabun

Natalie Wood Clay Evans Miranda Weiss

4TH GRADE
Ford Bemis
Jack Betts*

Savannah Brown
John Bulla

Zoey Burmette
D’Angelo Clement

Conor Currier*
Zachary Dooley
Marissa Dorland
Corbin Forster
Michael Gaul

Evelyn Gniewek
Kirsten Guc*
Tyler Healy

Chandler Hendrick
Leeann Hill

Elyse Hoppe*
Lilly Jaworski*

Emily Jock
Elizabeth Kohaif*
Braxton Kolacz
Kadyn Kruse

Lindsey Langenburg*
Lillianne Little*

Haylee Mahoney*
Sophia Mathewson
Brady Mellendorf
Justin Murdoch
Alyssa Nance

Aleksander Nika
Leigha Posluszny

Rylyn Pringle*
Bradley Richards

Cass City Elementary School
4th Marking Period Honor Roll

Ryan Robinson
Grace Rockwell
Toby Sattelberg
Brody Schefka

Milo Schwendinger
Jannah Sheihk

Kenna Sigmund
Ethan Speirs*
Ella Steadman

Kayla Stout
Alexis Tamlyn*
Melody Tillery*

Elijah Villalpando
Sadie Witt

Mya Woodruff
Aby Wright

Grace Zartman

5TH GRADE

Sebastian Alba
Kelsey Anthony
Dylan Barrigar

Lauren Bartnik*
Joseph Bean JR
Justin Bergman

Rylee Bliss*
Alli-Lynn Connolly

Carla Cortes*
Joseph Estep

Addison Frederick
Brady Halabis
Owen Hall*

Olyviya Hartwick
Lauryn Hempton
Kilee Hopper*
Ashley Jones*

Kaleigh Kubaki
Madison Kulinski

Ali Learman*
Rylie Ligrow*

Anna Mecomber
Kayla Millstead
Haven Osentoski

Brynn Pallas*
Destiny Periso
Kylie Perkins*
Kaylee Peters*

Jeevesh Prabaharan*
Trenton Roberts

Eloisa Ross
Sawyer Ross
Blayk Santos

Zachery Schram
Nickole Shimer

Zoe Speirs*
Alivia Spencer*
Nathanael Urban
Griffin Weiler*

Makaylah Westendorf

6TH GRADE

Carson Anthes
Romina Basanez-

Gastelum*
Lillian Betts

Elizabeth Binder
Mason Brown
Taryn Burpee

Alexis Champagne
Madyson Elston
Maia Estrella*

Alysa Fritz
Mason Gniewek*

Kacee Gray*
Brooke Hatcher
Kian Hoppe*

Mackenzie Hudson
Elsa Ibarra

Shelby Ignash*
Taylor Jones

Brianna McKee
Matthew Mellendorf*

Roman Muter*
Trent Patrick

Angelina Periso
Garrett Reinke

Payton Romstad
Katrina Sarles
Emily Speirs*
William Steely

Eli Wright

Owen-Gage honors “focus” students
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

“It happened one night...”

cause of that, I’m not holding out hope men’s under-
shirts and suspenders will disappear.
Everything old is new again, but does it really have

to be?

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

“Eventually, everything old is new again” is an ex-
pression regarding fashion trends making a come-
back.
I loved the days of bell-bottom jeans, especially the

elephant-ear bell-bottoms that flared out really, really,
really wide.

Bell-bottom jeans have kind of made a comeback.
They are called boot-cut-jeans now.

I love that leather vests, and tie-dyed shirts have
come back.

But there seems to be two fashion trends coming
back that, I personally think, should have stayed lost.
The emergence of men wearing undershirts and sus-

penders has been a heated topic with some of my
male friends for the last several weeks. I am totally
against both, especially for men under 70 years old.

Undershirts reportedly started dying off more than
80 years ago, and in my opinion should have stayed
buried along with one-piece union suit underwear.
The sales of men’s undershirts was said to have de-

clined sharply in 1934 because of a movie. In the
film, “It Happened One Night”, actor Clark Gable
took his shirt off in front of Actress Claudette Col-
bert. The showing of Gable’s bare chest was consid-
ered a racy scene even though he was starting to get
undressed for bed.
That scene apparently made men realize they didn’t

really have to wear undershirts...especially if a guy
like Clark Gable didn’t.
According to tales from that time, the scene caused

such a stir that the sales of men’s undershirts report-
edly dropped by more than 50 percent.
According to one Internet site, after Clark Gable re-

moved his shirt to reveal a bare chest, American men
abandoned the wearing of undershirts in droves, so
much so that undershirt sales declined by 75 percent,
leaving undergarment manufacturers devastated.
The T-shirt industry didn’t recover until the require-

ment during World War II that they had to be worn
under uniforms, getting man back into the habit of
wearing undershirts.

Some of the authors of information I researched
were skeptical that the movie scene was the cause of
the decline in undershirt sales, and that sales dropped
by that much. Others contend Gable’s going without
an undershirt didn’t have an impact, but rather other
things – the Great Depression and not being able to
buy new clothes, for example — could have been the
cause for a decline, if indeed there was one.

Whichever version is true, for several years men
found one-shirt-at-a-time happiness until the last few
years.
The bottom line that I am against undershirts is be-

cause I like to see some chest hair peeking out (as the
saying goes about age, just because there is snow on
the roof, doesn’t mean the pilot light is out).
And, as far as suspenders go, they are “like so totally

old-fashioned.”
I’m in my 60s, and my father, who passed away in

the early 1980s, used to wear them along with a
union-suit.
Whether or not it is true the movie had any influence

on men not wearing undershirts, I’m afraid the re-
turning trend could be here to stay. The American
public has gotten so used to seeing so much flesh in
movies nowadays, no one bats an eye anymore. Be-
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Time to celebrate 
dairy’s impact here

You may have missed the celebration, but any time is a
good time to appreciate Michigan’s dairy industry and its
contributions to the state’s economy.
Last Wednesday was designated Michigan Dairy Foods

Awareness Day to honor not only Michigan’s dairy in-
dustry as a whole and its economic impact, but also the
role dairy farmers and processors play in feeding Michi-
ganders.
“Michigan’s dairy industry is one of the largest agricul-

tural industries in our state with an annual economic im-
pact of $15.7 billion,” said Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.

“Ninety-seven percent of Michigan’s dairy farms are
family owned, many by multiple generations of the same
family, and our farmers take pride in producing safe,
wholesome, nutritious and delicious products for Michi-
gan residents and dairy lovers across the nation and
world,” she added.
There are 1,359 dairy farms, of all sizes, which produced

11.2 billion pounds of milk in 2018, ranking Michigan
sixth in the nation for milk production. Michigan’s dairy
industry generates nearly 40,000 jobs, directly and indi-
rectly both on and off the farm, and dairy is the leading
segment of Michigan’s agriculture economy, contributing
27 percent of the total cash receipts.
“Michigan has seen remarkable expansion in new dairy

businesses and technologies, from large dairy processors
and automated ‘robotic’ milking systems, to smaller on-
farm artisanal cheese makers,” said Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD)
Director Gary McDowell.

“Increasing the capacity for dairy processing in our
state provides a stable market for the high-quality milk
our dairy farmers produce, which in turns supports our
farm families and communities across the state and keeps
healthy, nutritious dairy products affordable for all
Michigan residents.”

There are nearly 90 dairy processing plants in Michi-
gan. In addition to bottling milk into gallon, half-gallon,
and pint-size containers, they also process cheese, ice
cream, yogurt, dry powdered producers and infant for-
mula. Surplus milk not needed by Michigan processors
is shipped out of state.
Dairy Day is traditionally celebrated in Michigan dur-

ing June, National Dairy Month. During National Dairy
Month, Americans are encouraged to reduce risks of os-
teoporosis, high blood pressure, obesity and colon cancer
through consumption of dairy products.

“I just love National Dairy Month and especially look
forward to Dairy Day because we get to share many of
the great dairy products made from milk produced right
here in Michigan,” said Sharon Toth, chief operating of-
ficer, United Dairy Industry of Michigan.

“With most Americans not getting enough calcium in
their diets to promote bone health, featuring the many
ways that dairy makes it easy is fun,” Toth added. “From
delicious cold milk to the cheese on your pizza to get-you-
going lattes, the dairy farmers and processors provide
what Michiganders need.”

Milk has a unique combination of nine essential nutri-
ents: protein, calcium, potassium, phosphorus, vitamins
A, D, and B12, riboflavin and niacin. Milk is America’s
number one source of calcium, potassium, and vitamin D
— cheese is number two.

Area residents can learn more about Michigan’s dairy
industry by visiting the website www.milkmeansmore.org.

U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow, Ranking Member
of the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion and Forestry, announced this week Michigan’s
dairy farmers can now sign up for affordable benefits
through Dairy Margin Coverage. The program pro-
vides improved support for dairy farmers facing fi-
nancial uncertainty. 

“Michigan’s dairy industry is a critical part of our
agricultural economy that has experienced tough
times for far too long,” said Senator Stabenow.
“Signing up for the new-and-improved coverage will
help our dairy farmers weather financial uncertainty
and recover from losses outside of their control.”

Dairy is Michigan’s top commodity, supporting al-
most 80,000 jobs and contributing over $18 billion
to the state’s economy. Unfortunately, recent market
and trade instability has hurt Michigan’s dairy indus-
try, causing many family dairy farms to take on ad-
ditional debt or even go out of business. Michigan
lost 230 dairy farms last year, the highest percentage
of any state.

To learn more about sign-up, dairy farmers can go
to their Farm Service Agency office or visit the
USDA website.

**********      

Visited family in Milwaukee over the weekend.
Part of the gathering included a chartered fishing

trip on Lake Michigan on Father’s Day. 
Despite waves in the 3-4 ft. range, our group landed

eight Coho Salmon after spending five hours on the
water.

Originally, we had reserved an 8 hour trip, but a
slow start – only one fish in about three hours –
turned into a shortened 5 hour version instead. After
deciding to cut our time on the water short, during
the final hour the fishing improved and we put seven
fish in the boat.
According to the folks at Jack’s Charter, Wisconsin

has better Coho fishing than neighboring Michigan,
but doesn’t have the King Salmon population found
on the west side of Michigan.
For me, leaving from Manistee seems like the most

fun.    

**********     

One of the fishermen Sunday was my sister Lynn’s
son, Jeff Sroka, who is in his twenties.
Jeff recently accepted a job in Indiana after earning

his master’s degree at Michigan State University. He
also enjoys playing golf. On Saturday, he did just that
by traveling about 45 minutes to play world-class
Whistling Straits that will host Ryder Cup action in
2020.
It wasn’t cheap.
Green fees were $485 plus a recommended tip of

$50 for your cadi. No carts allowed.
Jeff says he tipped the cadi $75 bucks, had lunch,

bought a shirt and called it a $600 day.
“Hey, I don’t have any kids and I don’t have a mort-

gage,” he said. 

**********     

Finally, this from Milwaukee. On Saturday the
Haire families fit right in at the 2019 Polish Fest held
at Henry W. Maier Festival Park located close to the
city’s downtown area and Lake Michigan’s shore
line.
There was plenty of polka music – three live stages

with plenty of dance room below, pierogis, cheese
curds and, of course, beer featuring home brewed
Miller Lite.
The weather Saturday – in the mid-50s - didn’t help

attendance at the 3-day event. It sent us back to the
hotel earlier than expected. 

Still, it’s a nice area to visit and worth the effort if
ever in the area.. 

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*William M. Lovaas, 49, Cass
City, was sentenced to 365 days in
the county jail, with work release
and worksite privileges, following
his plea of no contest to assault
with intent to do great bodily harm
less than murder Jan. 20, 2018, in
Cass City. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more previous felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 60 months
and ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,258.

*Richard G. Gamet, 57, Vassar,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
following his plea of guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Jan. 25 in Millington.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to
complete 480 hours of community
service and pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,258.
*Debra K. Stepnioski, 45, Royal

Oak, was sentenced to 90 days in
jail, with worksite privileges, fol-
lowing her pleas of no contest to
charges of attempted disarming a
peace officer, operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence
of liquor, and assaulting, resisting
or obstructing a police officer
Dec. 1 in Kingston Township.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,226 plus
restitution of $200.

*Jeremiah J. Noth, 41, Fostoria,
pleaded no contest to charges of
assault with intent to commit great
bodily harm less than murder, and
domestic assault March 17 in Wa-
tertown Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Paul B. McConnell, 30, Vassar,

was sentenced to 365 days in jail,
with work release and worksite
privileges, following his pleas of
no contest to domestic violence,
third offense, carrying a danger-
ous weapon with unlawful intent,
assault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) and possession
of a firearm in the commission of
a felony Dec. 17 in Vassar Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 60
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,712.
*Jonathan M. Verhelle, 23, Fair-

grove, was sentence to 365 days

in jail, with worksite privileges,
following his plea of no contest to
domestic violence, third offense,
Jan. 20 in Fairgrove.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fine totaling $1,258.
*Nicholas Guthrie, 41, Flint, was

sentenced to 300 days in jail and
24 months probation following
his plea of no contest to domestic
violence, third offense, Aug. 18 in
Millington Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,258.
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DURING THIS year’s Michigan Sheriff’s Associa-

tion (MSA) Conference, Tuscola County Sheriff’s

Deputy Jon Ramirez was recognized for his actions

in an incident that occurred last year, according to

Sheriff Glen Skrent. “He responded alone to a home

where a subject was holding a knife to a victim’s

throat and threatened to kill her while a handi-

capped child witnessed the assault,” he said, noting

Ramirez was presented with a meritorious service

award. Ramirez is pictured above (center) with

Skrent (right) and MSA Director Blaine Koops.

Marine patrol

responds to

distress call

Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputies responded to a distress
call last Wednesday on Saginaw
Bay.

Sheriff Glen Skrent reported the
911 call came in at 10:18 a.m.
from a subject advising that he
was on an 18-foot boat and in
trouble on the bay.

“The cell phone reception was
poor and the 911 call was lost,”
Skrent said. “The boat was ap-
proximately five miles off of Fish
Point area, with three people on
board and the motor had quit. The
wind was strong causing waves in
excess of three feet.

“Sometimes the Saginaw Bay
does not allow for phone calls, but
text messages go through,” he
noted, adding dispatchers were
“able to make contact with the
boater again via text messaging.

“The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Office Marine Patrol eventually
located the stranded boat adrift ap-
proximately eight miles off of
Fish Point.”
Skrent said marine patrol officers

towed the boat in to port.
He also reminded boaters to en-

sure their watercrafts are equipped
with a marine radio when they
head out on the bay, rather than re-
lying solely on cell phones.

Crash claims Huron County man
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sheriff’s deputies say it appears
a medical emergency may have
contributed to a single-vehicle
traffic accident that claimed the
life of a Huron County man late
Thursday afternoon in Colfax
Township.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson identified the victim as
33-year-old Francis P. Konke of
Caseville.

The Bad Axe Fire Department
and Central Huron Ambulance
were dispatched to the scene – a
business located at the southwest

corner of M-53 and M-142 – at
about 5:10 p.m.

“With Deputy Eric Hessling ar-
riving first within a couple of min-
utes, he and a business employee
tended to a single male occupant
driver, who was unresponsive,”
Hanson reported.

“It appeared the driver had just
driven his 2001 Lincoln Continen-
tal through a fenced-off driveway
that came off M-142, and pro-
ceeded to drive between a close
building guardrail and the build-
ing. When doing so, it impacted
with an air conditioner, electrical
transformer and finally a door,” he
said.

Ambulance personnel arrived
and took over, starting CPR and
using an AED (automated external
defibrillator) in an effort to revive
Konke while transporting him to
McLaren Thumb. However, Han-
son said, the victim later died at
the hospital.

“Preliminary investigation is
suggesting a possible medical
emergency as being the cause of
the accident,” the sheriff noted.
“An autopsy has been ordered by
the Huron County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office (and) is expected to
take place in the future.”

Bad Axe police also assisted
deputies at the scene.

host an economic development summit next week.
The event is scheduled for Wednesday, June 26, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

in the Pinney Room at Rawson Memorial District Library, 6495 Pine
St. Participants will have the opportunity to hear from state and local
officials on a variety of economic development topics; learn about avail-
able support programs, grants and services; and meet with panel mem-
bers one-on-one.

Cass City Village Manager Debbie Powell describes the summit as an
informational meeting “for community stakeholders who want to ex-
pand their business, start a new business, and invest in our community.”
Invited guests include representatives of the Michigan Economic De-

velopment Corporation (MEDC), Tuscola County EDC, Cass City
Chamber of Commerce, Redevelopment Ready Communities Region
Six (Thumb/I-69) and GST Michigan Works!
“This is a public meeting and all are welcome to attend,” Powell noted.
“The village of Cass City decided to hold the economic development

summit in response to several inquiries regarding investment assistance
for existing and new businesses,” she explained.
“One of the strategic planning goals for the village in 2019 is economic

development. Cass City is being proactive and promoting the many in-
vestment opportunities in the village, and providing tools to assist in-
vestors,” Powell said.

“There are many programs and services available to help launch or
grow businesses, and we plan to provide valuable information for those
so inclined.”

More information on the upcoming summit is available by contacting
Powell at (989) 872-2911.

Continued from page one.

Local business summit set
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The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

So thankful for
mom’s final gift

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Cass City’s Ashleigh Stoeckle
is already working in her field,
having accepted a job as an as-
sistant trainer at the Darling 888
Ranch in Princeton, Ky.
Stoeckle, a 2010 Cass City High
School graduate and the daugh-
ter of Mark and Carol Stoeckle
of Cass City, recently graduated
from the University of Findley,
Findley, Ohio, where she earned
a Bachelor of Science Degree in
western equestrian studies, with
a riding/training emphasis, and
in equine business management.

Mike Lowe, of Cass City,
recorded a hole-in-one during
Monday night league play. Lowe
used his 9 iron to ace the 113-
yard fifth hole during match play
with Tony Nika. 

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

DeAnna R. (Newby) Ronstad
of Bay City recently graduated
from Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Social
Work Degree. Ronstad, a 2004
graduate of Cass City High
School, is the daughter of Louisa
Cartwright of Bay City and
David W. Newby of Matoon, Ill.
She is employed with the Oge-
maw County Family Court, Pro-
bate Division.

Kingston Elementary School
Principal Mike Rea recently pre-
sented certificates to fourth
grade student Grant Koehler and
fifth grade student James Jacobs
for achieving perfect attendance
during the 2008-09 school year.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Top Teacher - Cass City High
School instructor Sean Zawilin-
ski was honored last week with
the Crystal Apple Award for ex-
cellence in teaching. 

Tom Fulcher, son of Tom and
Brenda Fulcher of Cass City, has
been awarded a music scholar-
ship at Blue Lake Fine Arts
Camp for summer study from
Marshall Music Co. of Lansing.
The $262.50 grant is based on
musicianship, citizenship, and
musical achievement as deter-
mined by the school music staff
and school administration. 

35 YEARS AGO (1984)

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Groosbeck
announce the birth of a daughter,
seven-pound, four-ounce Kira
Frances, June 8, at Hills and
Dales General Hospital. Grand-
parents are Ms. Diana Zagorski
of Cass City, Raymond Zagorski
of Deford, and Robert Groos-
beck of Deford.
Rev. Eldred Kelley officiated at

the dedication of Jonathan Lynn
Eschtruth, infant son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Eschtruth, during the
morning worship service Sunday
in Evangelical Free Church. 

and Todd, with the Jack
Hartwick family, and Terry with
the Douglas Van Allens. 

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy of
Evergreen township announce
the engagement of their only
daughter, Wilma Caroline, of
Ann Arbor to S|Sgt. Theodore C.
Wahl, Jr., only son of Mr. and
Mrs. Theodore C. Wahl, of Ann
Arbor. For the past two years,
Miss Kennedy has been em-
ployed by Argus, Inc., in Ann
Arbor. S|Sgt. Wahl, who has
been stationed at Fort Meade,
Maryland, was recently sent
somewhere overseas.

Mrs. Vivian A. McLachlan,
wife of Pfc. Vivian McLachlan,
and her sister of Cincinnati,
Ohio, visited her husband’s par-
ents near Ubly one day this
week. Vivian, known to his
friends as “Sandy,” is stationed
in the Hawaiian Islands at the
present time.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Caldwell and
Mr. and Mrs. John Muntz and
children motored to Bay City
Sunday. Mrs. Muntz and chil-
dren remained in Bay City to
spend two weeks with Mrs.
Muntz’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Robt. McCullough. Miss Adah
Caldwell, who had been spend-
ing a few days with Bay City
friends, returned with the party
to Cass City.

Prof. L. O. Hoxie, who has been
engaged as superintendent of
schools for Cass City for the
coming year, was presented a
few days ago with a fine young
son at his home in Albion.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Miss Tori Hover of Caro,
granddaughter of Mrs. John
Guinther, was in Germany from
June 2 until June 16 to visit her
father, Charles Hover, E 7, spe-
cial services. Mr. Hover will re-
tire Oct. 1 from Army duty. She
was the guest of friends of her
father in Bad Toelv, Germany.
Besides many places in Ger-
many, she also visited Zurich,
Switzerland, Austria and France.
Lori’s mother is Mrs. Marilyn
Young.

Mrs. Charles Auten and Mrs.
Ernest Croft were in Bad Axe
Saturday to attend the wedding
of Kimberly Kay Kube and
Lloyd C. Gage. The bride is the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Ken-
neth Kube and the groom is the
son of Mrs. Nellie Gage. The
wedding took place at 11 a.m. in
the Faith Gospel Tabernacle fol-
lowed by dinner at the Kube
home. The couple will make
their home on a farm near Bad
Axe.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Murray and
family of Williamston spent the
week end at the home of Mrs.
Howard Loomis and brought her
home after she had spent four
days there. Sunday Mrs. Loomis
and the Murrays were dinner
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mur-
ray. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Van Allen of

Almont are the parents of a
daughter, born Saturday, June
21, in Hubbard Hospital, Bad
Axe. The baby weighed eight
pounds and three ounces. Their
daughter Melanie is spending a
few days with her grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Arlan Hartwick,

My mom recently passed away, and although my siblings and I knew
it was coming, I don’t think anything really prepares you for that sort
of profound loss.

I suppose that’s unavoidable when a life well lived comes to an end.
I know I’m not alone in having been blessed with an amazing mother,

so I decided to use this space to share the eulogy I wrote for mine. 

After months of failing health and a series of mini-strokes that fre-
quently made it difficult – and certainly frustrating – for mom to put
the names and faces of her children and grandchildren together, it might
have come as a surprise when the fog recently lifted and she asked that
her children visit her together, at the same time.

But it didn’t surprise us, because you could never count mom out –
not even at 80 years young – the same way we could never count her
out when we were young and she just always knew who did what to
whom and why. Or when we weren’t telling the truth.

It was no surprise because this was a woman who had taken on the
devil more than once in her lifetime and survived, scars and all, thanks
to a solid faith that may have wavered at times, but never left her.
Mom faced unimaginable stress, anxiety and uncertainty during many

of the years she raised us. She was ferocious in her efforts to protect us
— from the sorts of things all parents fear when it comes to their chil-
dren – even when it felt like she was fighting alone and the odds were
far from in her favor.

She often went without, so that we didn’t have to go without.
In fact, her willingness to sacrifice for us seemed to know no bounds,

and with all she had to do, somehow mom always found time for each
of her kids. It was a multitasking wonder matched only by an endless
supply of forgiveness.
Her presence, alone, was enough to make us feel secure, regardless of

the craziness this world can throw at a kid. Even when she was feeling
very insecure herself – and there were many of those times – mom never
let on that there was anything to worry about.
The load she carried became heavier still when, later in life, she found

herself facing a breast cancer diagnosis. She beat that, too.
She couldn’t prevent disease from taking other loved ones in her life,

but she was there for them, without exception.
All the while, mom always kept an eye on our lives, and she never lost

her sense of humor.
There’s no lack of adjectives when it comes to mothers; selfless, amaz-

ing, strong, loving, protector, disciplinarian, friend.
They’re the heroic women who get up earlier and stay up later than

anyone else in order to keep everything together.
They’re the ones who cradle you in their arms in spite of your having

stabbed their hearts each time you failed to call them back, taken with-
out giving back so much as a “thank you”, snuck out of the house or
acted ashamed of them in front of your friends.

They spend a lifetime working hard to make sure their children are
equipped with the knowledge, skills and abilities to make it as compe-
tent, decent human beings.
And through it all, they love unconditionally.
That’s what good moms do.
Our mom’s was a life well lived, right up to the days just before she

allowed herself to pass peacefully from this life into the arms of Jesus
on a warm, sunny June afternoon.

Just a week earlier, my sisters and I and our spouses sat with mom
and visited, just as she had requested. We talked, reminisced and
laughed. She recognized each of us and reveled in the conversation.

We didn’t know it at the time, but mom must have sensed her last
breaths were near, and she needed this time together before she could
let go. I suspect she knew we needed it, too – it was the final gift of a
good mom, to her children, who will always be grateful for the amazing
woman and mother she was.
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served as the middle school and has since been razed is now the site of
the Cass City Playscape.

“I thought it was a neat idea to bring that (talent shows) back and re-
vitalize it, and the Lions Club was more than happy” to sponsor the
event, added Fulcher, a familiar face in the community and accom-
plished musician in his own right, having performed with various
groups over the years, including the popular local band Windfall.

The Music in Rotary Park series will get underway Friday, June 28,
according to organizer Carolyn Sorenson. The concerts are free of
charge and will run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., weather permitting, and all
are welcome to bring a lawn chair and a friend.
This summer’s line-up includes:

*Friday, June 28 – The Fulchers. Tom, Tommy and Mindy are back
this summer for an encore performance, singing and playing a variety
of music. The night will include a free “picnic in the park” sponsored
and provided by Knights Insurance Agency, Cass City.
*Freedom Festival Friday, July 5 – The Mysterians. Formerly known

as ? and the Mysterians, this garage rock band was formed in the Sag-
inaw/Bay City area in the 1960s and enjoyed national fame for several
months after releasing “96 Tears” in 1966. Their debut album, 96 Tears,
followed, and while the group wasn’t able to replicate its success with
their later recordings, they did reach the singles charts on five different
occasions.

*Friday, July 19 – Random. Band members Don Childs, John Merz,
Mike Sattelberg, Dennis Longuski and Greg Planck crank out a mix of
popular classic rock and country music for all ages.
*Friday, July 26 – Leftovers. Another group that features classic rock

and country music tunes courtesy of musicians Don Childs, Tim Om-
stead, Kerry Penland and Kory Batschke.

*Friday, Aug. 2 – Lions Club Musical Talent Show.
*Friday, Aug. 9 – A Side - Horn Band. This 10-piece band featuring

dynamic vocalists and a full horn section promises to delight the crowd
with popular hits from the 1970s and 80s.

*Friday, Aug. 16 – The Tom and Jerry Show. Jerry Lamoureux and
Tom Guinther are familiar faces in the community – both local musi-
cians who entertain with a variety of music enjoyable for all ages.

The 2019 Music in Rotary Park concert series is being sponsored by
several area businesses and other groups, including the Cass City Rotary
Club, Knights Insurance, DTE Energy, Frankenmuth Credit Union, In-
dependent Bank, Cass City Lions Club, Revive Ministries, Thumb Bank
and Trust, and Cass City Parks and Recreation.

Continued from page one.

Music in Rotary Park
gearing up for season

������������������������
�������
�����
��

!���������������
��������	��

!����������� ����
!������������
��"�������

���������	��������������
����������������
����

��

����
��������	�
�������

	
��
��
�������


	������
����
��������
��������
��������
��������



PAGE SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2019

��-7,�-(�,-��+�����"+2���+&�+,
0"-!��� %�,,�(��&"%$�

1145 E. Huron
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425 S. Main St.
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News briefs
Adventure day camp scheduled
BAD AXE — 4-H Adventure Day Camp will be held Tuesday, Aug. 6, from
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Camper’s Haven Campgrounds, located southwest of
Bad Axe on M-53. This event is specifically for 4-H youth ages five to eight
on or before Jan. 1, 2019.

The registration deadline is 4:40 p.m. Friday, July 12. Space is limited to
the first 24 registered 4-H youth.
The cost will be $15 per 4-H camper. All participants will receive a T-shirt

as well as a nutritious lunch. Activities will include a craft, games and songs,
fishing, swimming, STEM activities, nature exploration and the “jumping
pillow”.

Registration can be completed by contacting Patti Errer or Kari VerEllen
at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 609 or 604).

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

molished. In addition, the high
school parking lots and sidewalks
on the north and west side were
redone.

“We had great success last sum-
mer with our projects. I’m sure
that anyone who has been in our
‘new gym’ or caught a football
game would attest to the awesome
upgrades,” Drake said.

Now that school is out for the
summer, some asphalt work will
be completed at the new athletic
entrance and around the new con-
cession stand and ticket booth that

Continued from page one.

Facelift continuing at Kingston Schools
community volunteers built. Also
planned is paving the trail to the
bleachers to meet Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) require-
ments.

“Some of the other renovations
that still need to be done (are) re-
doing the east parking lot at the
high school and re-configuring the
bus corral, but it looks like that
project will likely be done in the
summer of 2020 as our last project
with bond funds,” he noted.

The bond funds have also paid
for technology and security up-
grades.
“We just finished our first year of

one-to-one Chrome-books for K-

12. Staff and students said they
felt that we had great success with
this initiative,” Drake noted. “It
went better than expected for our
first year.

“I would like to thank the
Kingston community and the vot-
ers for their support in providing
our kids and our community with
quality facilities and resources.
Proper heating/cooling, lighting
and technology definitely impact
a student’s and a teacher’s ability
to make maximum academic
growth.”

Another key project to be done
this summer is upgrading security.

“We are relocating and renovat-
ing a front office to make a secure
entry at the high school. Guests
will enter through a main office
instead of into a main hallway,”
Drake explained.

In another effort to improve se-
curity, the board of education in
February approved closing the
Opperman Memorial Library –
which is located inside the high
school building — to the public
during school hours. The change
was implemented April 1.

There was an incident in May
when a person gained access to
the library during the restricted
hours for students, and school of-
ficials addressed that during a re-
cent meeting.
“We had one confirmed instance

of that happening since the policy
change. The person was a past stu-
dent that graduated last year. They
were identified by a current stu-
dent as a non-threat and let into
the school…thus bypassing the
security plan we have in place,”
Drake said, adding it is a problem
if students open the doors and let
people in without forcing them to
go through the district’s screening
protocol.

“Next year we will have the se-
cure entrance into the building
through the new front main office.
That will hopefully solve the
problem at our busiest door, but it
will not solve the problem at any
other doors. “We can only solve
that by educating students and
staff that the main office is in
charge of granting access to the
building,” he said.

Because students will not be in
class during the summer months,
the library has resumed its normal
service hours.

The restricted hours will be en-
forced again when the 2019-20
school year starts in the fall. At
that time, the public will have ac-
cess to the library 20 hours a
week. Students will have access to
the library for 25 hours a week
during school and can also use it
during the hours it is open to the
public.

The following is a schedule of
when the library will be open to
the public: Mondays from 4 to 6
p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 4 to 8 p.m.; Fri-
days closed; and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. (closed Sundays).

During school hours, students
can use the library on the follow-
ing schedule: Mondays from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m.; Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.; Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m.; and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Camp volunteers are needed
THUMB – Bay Shore Camp officials are putting out the word regarding
plans for a camp program for younger students planned June 24-28 at
Kingston Elementary School – and the need for volunteers during camp
programs at the Bay Shore Camp and Family Ministries facility in Se-
bewaing throughout July.
To find out more, contact Matthew Chisholm at Bay Shore Camp via

email at program@bayshorecamp.org or call the office at (989) 883-
2501.

Bottle drive slated in Kingston
KINGSTON — The Kingston Lions Club will host a bottle drive from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, June 22, in the vacant lot on Main Street.
Proceeds will benefit the “Destination Imagination” group of students
working to improve the community.

New exchange program in Ubly
UBLY — The Ubly Community Schools Board of Education has ap-
proved a new foreign exchange program.
The program calls for bringing five students from a school in Spain to

Ubly for about two months in the fall, and then sending some Ubly stu-
dents to Spain for a couple of weeks during the spring.

More information about the new program is available by calling the
school at (989) 658-8202.

Paddle or swim the Cass River
THUMB — The eighth annual Cass River Paddle and Relay Swim in
Vassar, Tuscola and Frankenmuth will take place Saturday morning,
June 22.

This event is open to all swimmers, paddlers,  kayakers, volunteers,
pontoon boat owners and others.
The swimming portion will begin with a launch from the river bank at

9396 Ormes Road in Frankenmuth. Swimmers will depart at 9 a.m. on
a journey downstream to the city of Frankenmuth. The escorting pon-
toons will gather any remaining swimmers at 11:45 a.m. Wetsuits are
recommended in case of chilly waters.
Those planning to cruise the river in canoes or kayaks must bring their

own life-jackets and will meet at the new Tuscola Township Park, lo-
cated behind the ball diamonds at 8561 Van Cleve Rd. at 9:30 a.m.

Paddlers also have a new, second choice to meet at the new Vassar
canoe and kayak launch at 122 S. Water St. 7 a.m. to paddle the distance
of 11 miles.

The events are expected to end between noon and 12:30 p.m. at
Frankenmuth’s Heritage Park.

Organizers need a count in advance to ensure there are adequate ma-
terials available. Commemorative T-shirts will be available for $5.
For more information, contact Lori Payne via email at lpayne@bavar-

ianinn.com or call (989) 652-9941.

Tractor day parade set July 13
FOSTORIA – The Fostoria Tractor Day parade tour has been scheduled
for 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, July 13.
The line-up starts at the Oddfellows Hall, 9353 Foster St. Also, there

will be a pancake breakfast at the hall starting at 7:30 a.m. for $8 per
person. Just before the 25-mile tour, there will be a brief informational
meeting.

All participants must have their own liability insurance for loading,
unloading and when driving or riding on the tour.
Forms are available at the Watertown Township Library at 9405 Fos-

toria Rd., and by calling Sam at (989) 843-5746.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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HILLS AND Dales General Hos-

pital officials in Cass City are

gearing up to host another “ac-

tive shooter” drill, this time at

the MARC Building Friday af-

ternoon, in an effort to give em-

ployees an opportunity to

practice their response should

such an emergency ever unfold.

Officials hosted a similar exer-

cise last year (above) with the as-

sistance of local, county and

state police agencies and hospi-

tal staff members.

will still be open and providing all our normal services at the hospital.
Hospital Drive Pharmacy as well as the rehab/fitness center will remain
open and unaffected by the drill.

“We want to make our patients aware of this exercise so that (they)
understand it is a drill,” added Blaine, who said there will be signs
posted to indicate when the drill is underway.

“We want to make the community aware of the drill so that they are
not alarmed or confused about what is happening,” said Jean Anthony,
Hills and Dales president and CEO. “We know that seeing the police at
the hospital or at any of our buildings can be concerning, so we want
the public to know about the drill. We want our patients to know that
there will not be any disruptions to patient care.”

The purpose of the drill, Anthony added, is to practice staff response
to a situation involving an active shooter.
Hills and Dales officials conducted a similar drill in the hospital’s new

medical/surgical unit last year.
Anthony said the different location selected for next week’s exercise

will give the staff another chance to practice in a different setting.
“The hospital continues to focus on patient safety, as well as the safety

of employees and visitors, and this drill is just one more way to do this,”
she continued. “The police department and emergency manager will
provide valuable feedback for the hospital to consider and implement
into (our) procedures for such an occurrence.
“In the world we live in today, we can never be too prepared for a sit-

uation like this,” commented Craig Bellew, vice president of Outpatient
Services and a member of the hospital’s safety committee. “While we
hope that we will never encounter an active shooter, we want to make
sure we are prepared if we do.

“This drill will provide the opportunity for our staff members to go
through the motions of what they would do and it will also allow us to
make changes if needed. We are thankful the police department and
emergency manager have agreed to assist us with our drill.”
Once the drill is complete, the participants will gather for a debriefing

and create an action plan based on what they’ve observed and learned.

Continued from page one.

Hills and Dales planning
“active shooter” exercise

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

incarcerated in a jail for 180 days.
“On more than one occasion, I had to order to show cause to the di-

rector of forensic psychiatry for the state of Michigan to come and pick
up the defendant/client from jail. Interestingly, when I have shown
cause, the director of forensic psychiatric had the patient taken to a hos-
pital,” Gierhart said.

“But now, I am directed by the State Court Administrator’s Office
(which oversees court operations) that I am not allowed to do that any-
more. So, there are people now in jails and on the streets that should be
in a hospital.

“From my professional standpoint, I feel — on a daily basis — the
shortage of mental health treatment in the state,” she added. “It blows
my mind that we are delaying this.”
Construction on the new hospital in Caro was to have started in April.
However, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer placed a hold on the project in

March in order to reevaluate the proposed location for the psychiatric
facility, in spite of the fact that state lawmakers had already signed off
the project and approved funding construction in Caro.
Tuscola Intermediate School District Director Gene Pierce was among

those who spoke about the devastating impact relocation of the Caro
Center elsewhere would have.

“In the 1980s we had 17,000 students in K-12. We now have about
8,300 because of factories closing,” Pierce pointed out. “If we lose the
Caro Center — the second largest employer in the county — those num-
bers will continue to decrease. It will impact every building, every fam-
ily and every business.

“Committee, I implore you to look at all of the options to keep the
promise to keep the Caro Center here.”
Caro School Supt. Peter Newman said he surveyed staff members and

parents in his school district to determine how many of them would
have to move if the Caro Center relocated, and the result included an
estimated accompanying loss of nearly 70 students, which would cost
the district $800,000 in state funding.
When Whitmer and MDHHS Director Robert Gordon halted the proj-

ect to pursue a reassessment, they cited concerns related to staffing
shortages, not having a permanent psychiatrist on staff, the ability of
family members to visit, and available water service.

“There is no problem with the water,” said soon-to-retire Tuscola
County Administrator-Controller Mike Hoagland, who spearheaded the
successful 2017 campaign to keep the hospital local. “We hired a well-
known engineer to study this matter. For some reason, this information
isn’t getting in the right hands and it needs to be because water is not a
problem.
The study revealed that the existing wells, which have been providing

water to the Caro Center for 100 years, remain viable and could con-
tinue to serve the facility with some upgrades.
As for staffing, ASSCME Union Local 831 President Matt Campbell

said 56 new employees have been hired in the last few months, and he
suggested that having a modern facility would draw even more work-
ers.
A number of Caro Center employees and others who have had a family

member placed at the Caro Center stated consistency in care, routines
and a quiet environment are all vital to the patients there.
“I take care of people who are so lost in their own heads, it’s unreal to

anyone on the street who hasn’t met or been involved or had someone
in their family who is mentally ill,” said Caro Center worker Kim
Spicer.

Many of those who spoke in support of keeping the hospital local ei-
ther work at the Caro Center or have/had family members housed there.
Despite the emotional issue at hand, audience members presented their

information in an orderly and calm manner.
The hospital generates an estimated $54 million in revenue for the area

from the employment of 349 staff and from nearly 400 additional jobs
that indirectly benefit the community.
Vanessa Day, with Myers and Stauffer, said comments from the com-

munity forum will be compiled in a report and forwarded to the
MDHHS. A final report is expected to be completed in mid-July.

Anyone who missed the forum but who would like to express their
views may do so via email by sending their comments to MICaroEval-
uation@MSLC.com. before 5 p.m. today (Wednesday).

Crowd makes case to keep
Caro Center in Tuscola Co.

Continued from page one.
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CONSUMERS Energy is constructing 33 new tur-

bines as part of the third phase of its Cross Winds

Energy Park. Pictured above is one of the turbines

being erected near Cass City. The company will be

offering tours of the wind farm and construction

sites.

Wind farm tours set in Thumb
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

Wind energy is a key part of
Michigan’s Clean Energy Plan to
meet the state’s energy needs for
decades to come.

Towards that end, Consumers
Energy is constructing 33 new tur-
bines as part of the third phase of
its Cross Winds Energy Park, and
company officials are offering
area residents a unique opportu-
nity to explore the wind park.
Even though several wind farms

are scattered throughout the
Thumb, few people have the
chance to see them up close be-
fore they are assembled after they
are built, or to have the opportu-
nity to hear a detailed explanation
of how they operate. All of those
opportunities will be available
during an upcoming series of
Consumers Energy park tours.

Each tour will start at the Amer-
ican Legion Hall in Unionville
and will be offered on the follow-
ing dates:

*Friday, June 28, at 1 p.m.
*Wednesday, July 17, at 3 p.m.,

and Friday, July 26, at 1 p.m.
*Friday, Aug. 23, at 1 p.m., and

Wednesday, Aug. 28, at 3 p.m.
*Friday, Sept. 13, at 1 p.m., and

Wednesday, Sept. 18, at 3 p.m.
Each tour will last about two

hours and will vary depending on
construction dates and status.

Opportunities during the tours
may include photos with turbine
blades, towers, nacelles (the cover
that houses all of the generating
components in a turbine), founda-
tions and large cranes, and visits
inside a turbine and to the wind
farm’s operations center.

Participants should note that the
tours may not be appropriate for
all individuals. In addition to
boarding a bus, tour guests will be
walking outdoors on uneven sur-
faces for short distances.

When completed, the entire third
phase of the Cross Winds Energy
Park is expected to cost about
$150 million.

The first phase of the wind farm
was constructed in Columbia and
Akron Townships and completed
in 2014, and phase II was com-
pleted in 2018. Completion of
phase three is expected this fall.

Consumers Energy provides
electric service to 1.8 million cus-
tomers and natural gas service to
1.7 million customers in Michi-
gan’s Lower Peninsula. Overall,
the company serves more than six
million Michiganders.
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by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

To go along with the pancake supper fundraiser for the new Tuscola
County Fair Community Center and fair office, a dedication ceremony
has been planned.
The pancake supper will be 4 to 7 p.m. Friday July 19. Tickets are $8

for adults and $5 for children (under age 12), with the proceeds going
towards purchasing appliances, table and chairs.

The dedication and ribbon cutting will be at 5 p.m. The fair board
voted to name the
build the Tuscola
County Fair Mid-
way Hall.

The new facility
replaces the Tus-
cola County Fair-
grounds ticket and
office house at the
corner of Almer
and Congress
streets in Caro. Be-
sides serving as a
headquarters for
fair operations, the
new facility is
large enough to be
rented out for par-
ties, banquets and
meetings. Rental
of the building will
bring in some addi-
tional income for
the Tuscola County
Fair.
The fair board re-

ceived a $250,000
grant from the
Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development to build a community cen-
ter at the fairground to replace the old office building at the entrance.
Former Thumb lawmaker Mike Green, who was the head of the agri-

cultural committee before he retired from politics, helped the fair board
secure the grant for the new facility. Green now serves on the Tuscola
County Fair Board.

Tuscola County Economic Development Corporation officials were
recently given a tour of the facility, which is expected to be completed
in early July.
The fair has a long history that is noted on a sign at the entrance.
“On March 11, 1882, the Tuscola County Fair was organized as the

Caro District Agricultural Association. On September 19-22, 1882, the
fair hosted its first agricultural, industrial, educational and recreational
exhibition. Always a primary agricultural attraction, the county fair has
displayed new farming equipment and methods, animals, produce and
handicrafts on this site for the past century,” states the green Michigan
historic marker, which was erected in 1981 courtesy of the Michigan
History Division.
This year’s 138th fair will be July 21-27.
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by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Ever since Lane Walker was a
young boy growing up in
Kingston, he looked up to others
around him.

“I feel like since I was seven
years old, each experience has
helped groom me towards my fu-
ture,” he said. “My parents taught
me to work hard and do the right
thing, and to learn from every
boss and leader that you are
around.”

Following that sage advice has
served Walker well, helping him
most recently to earn a promotion
as principal and career and techni-
cal education (CTE) director at the
Huron Area Technology Center in
Bad Axe. He replaces Clark
Brock, who held the position since
2008. Walker served as assistant
principal at the center for the last
four years.

“I wasn’t expecting the promo-
tion. I was taught not to expect
anything. I was thrilled. I did hope
to be able to move into that posi-
tion one day,” said Walker. “The
last four years at the tech center
has helped me prepare for that job,
and when it opened, I felt I was
ready for the challenge if it came.
“I love going to work there every

day.”
Walker’s duties as principal are

different than those of assistant
principal.

“As assistant principal, I dealt
with student discipline and I did a
lot of daily activities in the build-
ing,” he said. “I will now be doing
a lot of culture and long-term
planning, and working more with
local businesses. I’m excited
about that.

“I will have more responsibility
and I look forward to that.”

Walker, who graduated from
Kingston High in 1997, earned his
bachelor’s degree in elementary
education from SVSU in 2003,
and his Master of Education De-
gree in leadership and principal-
ship in 2005.

He taught for two years in the
Mayville School District and then
taught for five years in the
Kingston Community School Dis-
trict, where he also served as prin-
cipal for five years.

Walker also serves on the
Kingston Community Schools
Board of Education, and his wife,
Brooke, is a Title I director and
teacher in the district. The couple
has four children – all Kingston
students – twins Abby and Gracy,
Molly and Race.

Aside from being an educator,

Walker has worked as a journalist
and is an accomplished author as
well. He wrote the “Hometown
Hunters” collection, a collection
of six books revolving around
hunting and the outdoors.

“The books are a way to engage
everyone — children included —
in reading and the outdoors,” he
explained.
“Even back when I was working

at the newspaper, I tried to learn
from everyone. I learned about
people’s personalities, what works
and doesn’t work, and met people
from a variety of backgrounds,”
Walker recalled.

“I’ve learned a lot from a lot of
different people. I’ve had great
mentors. I wouldn’t be where I am
today if I didn’t have the best
mentors in business and in educa-
tion,” he said.

“My goal in life was to have a
job that I was excited about and
looked forward to each day. I have
that. I’ve told my students that
when you go into a field, you want
to do something that you are pas-
sionate about, and happy to be
going to work. I feel very blessed
because I have, and have had in
each of my different jobs that I
have had. I’m excited about my
new position. I’m very thankful
and feel blessed.”

Lane Walker and his wife, Brooke.

BACK WHEN former state lawmaker Mike Green

was head of the agricultural committee, he helped

the Tuscola County Fair Board secure a $250,000

grant for a new facility at the fairgrounds in Caro.

Above, he explains the layout of the building to Tus-

cola County Economic Development Corporation

Director Steve Erickson (right).

Dedication on tap for
new county fair center

Walker enjoying challenges in
new role at Huron Tech Center

Principal, CTE director


