
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kate Van Auken credits the late Bob Hirn with her landing the job of
director of Rawson Memorial District Library in Cass City more than
17 years ago.
At the time, Van Auken was serving on the library board, and its mem-

bers, including Hirn, were searching for a replacement for then-veteran
library director Barb Hutchinson. Hirn asked Van Auken to submit her
resume for the job, and the rest is history.
Now, Van Auken is preparing to leave her post after a similar scenario

unfolded at the Sagi-
naw-based White Pine
Library Cooperative,
where Director Bryon
Sitler announced his
resignation after 15
years of service.

The White Pine Li-
brary Cooperative
serves 49 libraries in 14
counties, including
Rawson Memorial Dis-
trict Library, so Van
Auken was already
very familiar with the
cooperative, having
worked with Sitler over
the years. She’s also
served on the library
cooperative board and
held every office, from
secretary to president
— although she wasn’t
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CASS CITY High School junior Katie Mendrick (left) and sophomore

Marissa Petiprin-Ball stand at the Cass City Community Garden, a proj-

ect they and some other students helped launch after attending a hunger

summit in town earlier this year. The garden is located in front of the

school district’s ag barn.

Community garden
Cass City teens spearhead effort to put fresh
vegetables into hands of residents in village

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The organizers of the Cass City Hunger Summit
held last April asked participants to brainstorm
ways to connect their abilities and talents with
the need for nutritious food among residents in
their own community.
Katie Mendrick took that message to heart.
Now, weeks later, and with the help of a handful

of some fellow students — including Marissa
Petiprin-Ball and Matt Danks – as well as some
adult volunteers, the Cass City High School jun-
ior has realized her goal of spearheading con-
struction of a community garden in town.

“We’re starting out small. We’re hoping to get
the community involved, and soon we hope to
make a huge difference,” Mendrick commented
Thursday in front of the ag barn located just east
of Cass City High School, where the garden,
consisting of four four-foot by 12-foot raised
beds, is located. Volunteers recently planted a va-
riety of vegetables, including tomatoes, peppers,
bush beans, cabbage, spinach and radishes.

“The idea came to life at the hunger summit,”
noted Mendrick, referring to the event organized
by area teens Addy Battel and Pearl Daskam,
who together founded the “Meating the Need for
Our Village” project in Cass City back in 2015
after the community’s only grocery store closed.
Battel and Daskam, both now 16, secured grants

and contributions from the community and
began providing high-quality protein to the Re-
vive Ministries Food Pantry in Cass City. The ef-
fort was later expanded to include the St. Agatha
Food Pantry in Gagetown.

Since then, that project has had an economic
impact of roughly $54,000, with volunteers dis-
tributing about 10,000 pounds of meat, 1,700
gallons of milk and 150 dozen eggs.
Behind those amazing figures have been a core

group of 15 youth involved in actively raising
meat and coordinating the project, and roughly
470 youths have supported the cause, including
Cass City High School ag students and others
whose fair animals ended up being purchased by
companies that then donated them to the project.

Please turn to page 8.

State officials set community 
forum on Caro Center project

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although Tom Herron’s dream was to spend his life being a dairy
farmer, there are hundreds of residents and business owners who
are happy those plans didn’t work out for him.

Instead he became a builder, forming Herron Building Co. in
1964. This month he sold his business with an eye on taking it a
bit easier.

“I’ve been a builder for 55 years and I loved every minute of it.
I’m 77 years old, so I guess it’s time for a change,” Herron com-
mented Friday. “I’m packing up my office to make room for the
new owners. I’ll still be involved on into the fall to finish a couple
homes.”
Brothers Jason and Matt Klein, who own Superior One Plumbing

and Heating, Cass City, purchased Herron’s company.
“We worked with Tom for several years, doing his plumbing and

heating work,” said Jason Klein, noting construction is new to
them and will be the next step in their business. “We are keeping
all of Tom’s workers. They are all experienced.”

Rawson Library director
Van Auken accepts job as
library cooperative chief

CASS CITY’S Tom Herron, center, has sold his

company, Herron Building, to brothers Jason

(left) and Matt Klein, who also own Superior

One Plumbing and Heating in Cass City.

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Area residents will have another
opportunity to express their opin-
ions regarding the proposed con-
struction of the state’s new
psychiatric hospital – and where it
will be built – during a meeting
hosted by state officials this week.

The Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services last
week announced plans to conduct
a “community listening forum”
along with the consulting firm of
Myers and Stauffer to gather
input. The forum is slated for
Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m. in the
Caro Community Schools audito-
rium at 301 Hooper St.

According to a news release is-
sued Friday, MDHHS officials
have contracted with Myers and
Stauffer to conduct an evaluation
of the process and decision to lo-
cate the new state psychiatric hos-
pital facility in Caro. In 2017, the

state legislature authorized fund-
ing for a new hospital to replace
the aging Caro Center. The facility
was scheduled to be completed in
2021 and serve 200 adults, an in-
crease of 50 beds from the exist-
ing facility.
“Earlier this year, concerns about

staffing, ability for patients’ fami-
lies to be involved in their treat-
ment and water accessibility
caused state officials to delay the
Caro Center Reconstruction proj-
ect to allow for an independent re-
view and recommendation on next
steps to best meet the needs of
Michigan’s citizens,” the news re-
lease states.

Residents are invited to provide
comments on the following areas
consistent with the scope of the
evaluation:

*The process by which the Caro
psychiatric hospital facility loca-
tion was determined.
*The status of current psychiatric

hospital bed capacity and unmet

bed needs.
*Input regarding the appropriate

location(s) for state hospital con-
struction.

*Continuing or revising the cur-
rent Caro build approach to better
meet the needs of citizens requir-
ing state hospital supports.

Those unable to attend the com-
munity forum can still comment
by e-mailing MICaroEvalua-
tion@MSLC.com until 5 p.m.
Wednesday, June 19.

In May, 84th District state Rep.
Phil Green (R-Millington) re-
ported the Michigan House Ap-
propriations Committee had
approved an MDHHS budget pro-
posal for 2019-20 that clarifies the
Legislature’s original intent to use
funding to expand the psychiatric
facility within the Caro Center and
nowhere else.

“This budget proposal sends a
message to the executive branch
that the Legislature stands behind

Please turn to page 6.

Herron leaves solid
foundation in town

Closes books on 55 years of building

Please turn to page 7.

VETERAN Rawson Memorial Li-

brary Director Kate Van Auken is

pictured above (right) with Ruth

Steele, assistant library director.
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Obituaries
Mary Ann Opanasenko

Mary Ann Opanasenko, 77, of Cass City, died suddenly following a short illness, Thursday, June 6, 2019
in Caro.  
She was born June 13, 1941 in Cass City, to Willard and Helen (Randall) Agar.  
Mary Ann graduated from Cass City High School in 1960.  She attended and graduated from Howard’s

Beauty Academy as a licensed beautician.  She worked as an attendant in the Caro Regional Center, retiring
after 27 years.    

Mary Ann always worked third shift, so she could spend the daytime with her
children.  She was a dedicated mother, especially to her daughter Cindy.  Mary
Ann proudly attended all of her children’s and grandchildren’s school and
sporting events.  
A longtime member of the Red Hat Society, Mary Ann was also a charter

member of the Tom Thumb Singers.  Mary Ann bowled on many bowling
leagues.  She played the handbells in church and also with the Thumb
Ringers.  Mary Ann was actively involved in First Presbyterian Church
of Cass City, where she sang in the choir and served as elder and deacon.
Mary Ann baked many pies for the church and helped with the church
rummage sales. She was an avid Detroit Tigers fan and enjoyed seeing
them play ball in Comerica Park and on television.    
Mary Ann is survived by her children:  Lori Simpson of Cass City, Daniel

Opanasenko of Cass City and Suzanne (Scott) Rockwell of Caro; grand-
children:  Jeffrey (Nicole) Hartsell, Cassie (Tyler) Rygwelski, Brandon
(Kaitie) Rockwell, Robby (Amanda) Simpson, Nathan (Alyssa) Simpson and
Garrett (Mallory) Rockwell; great-grandchildren:  Natalie, Gabby, Alyssa,
Hunter, Avery Jean, Brantley, Emma, Noah, Ayrrow and Ayzel.  
She was preceded in death by her parents; daughter, Cindy Opanasenko; and her sister,

Joyce Ann Walpole.
A funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 11, in First Presbyterian Church of Cass City

with the Rev. Linda Graham officiating.  
Interment will be in Novesta Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to Kranz Funeral Home for the benefit of the family.  

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Paul Windy

Paul Edward Windy, 58, of Hancock (Paavola Location) passed away at his home with his wife by his side
on May 20, 2019 after a long battle with cancer.
He was born November 25, 1960 in Cass City, the fourth of six children of Joseph and Ruth (Bliss) Windy. 
Paul graduated from Cass City High School in 1979. He then attended trade school for welding in 1986,

graduated, and worked at various jobs in the welding field. He later went to work at Calumet Electronics
until his illness forced his retirement in 2017.
Paul was united in marriage to Tonette Timmreck on Brockway Mountain in Copper Harbor on October 5,

2002.
From the time he was a boy, Paul enjoyed spending his time outdoors. He

was an avid hunter, trapper and fisherman. He truly appreciated the beauty
of nature, especially in the Upper Peninsula.
Paul is survived by his wife Tonette Timmreck-Windy of Paavola Lo-

cation; his siblings, Joseph Windy of Calumet, Mary (Rick) Doerr of
Cass City, Ruth Langlois of Gagetown and James Windy of Cass City;
his nephews, Anthony and Mitchell Langlois and Mason Doerr; his
nieces, Christina (Craig) Swiderski, Melissa Doerr and Bethany
(Greg) Dillon; great-nephews Tristan and Riley Swiderski, Logan
Doerr, Jackson Royal, and Teagan Dillon; and a great-niece, Josie Dil-
lon.

Besides his parents, he was also preceded in death by a sister, Helen
Windy; a brother-in-law, Michael Langlois, and his chemo-buddy, Bob
Mantta.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Monday, June 10, at St. Ig-
natius Loyola Catholic Church of Houghton with the Reverend Father John Mar-
tignon officiating. 
Interment will be in the Elkland Township Cemetery.
The O’Neill-Dennis Funeral Home of Hancock is assisting with the arrangements. To leave online condo-

lences, please go to www.oneilldennisfh.com.

Brin
g your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Is my past history all wet?

were camping at Port Sanilac for the summer.
I think one of the dumbest ways to die is drowning,

so I spent many a summer day at the former outside
Caro pool, teaching my sons to swim.
And, when the “big ships” dock in Bay City, I feel

the strong pull of fascination to go see them and rub
shoulders with pirates and swabbies. They will be
back again this year July 18-21.
Arrgh, ahoy me hearties, tickets are on sale now at

tallshipsnetwork.com.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Among the many adventures of my misspent youth
was having a past-life regression “reading” done by
Doctor Love while I traveled the entertainment cir-
cuit.

Back in the day, I made and sold American Indian
jewelry, imports, and craft items all over the state.
Because of that, I came into contact with a wide va-
riety of colorful characters, one of whom was Doctor
Love. His talents included palm reading, hypnotism,
card readings and other mystical delving.
As a trade-off for a piece of jewelry he wanted, he

did a reading on me, which included exploring my
“many past lives via reincarnation” over several cen-
turies.

According to his findings, over several hundred
years I have been: a male Egyptian slave who was
crushed to death at an early age while helping to
build one of the pyramids (that might be where my
fascination with Egyptian culture comes from).
I lived in Rome and was a male salve there as well,

and was put to death because something I did dis-
pleased by owner (that might be why I took three
years of Latin and a year of Greek in high school).
I supposedly was a genteel lady who saw London’s

Jack the Ripper commit one of his murders (I’ve al-
ways been fascinated with Jack the Ripper stories and
theories of who he was).

I was also killed during the French Revolution
(hmm. Some of my heritage is French).
At one time, I was a pioneer woman who was tram-

pled to death by a horse and/or horses (I admit I have
an abnormal fear of horses and refuse to go near
them).
And, I was a nurse during World War I (unless it is

a dire emergency, I totally shy away from the sight
of blood and trauma).

While I had some tenuous connections to his pre-
dictions, there is one that I cannot help but wonder
about; Doctor Love said I had several strong connec-
tions to old ships with billowing sails, the sea, drown-
ing, and swashbuckling.

Of all of the conjectures about my supposed past
lives, I feel this one might have merit.

It has been my life-long dream to live on a house-
boat in some place warm. I love being near the water,
going boating, fishing and swimming.
I admit it took me a long time to learn how to swim.

I came close to drowning a couple of times, but I was
determined to learn how to swim. I finally accom-
plished that when I was about 15 years old when we
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To the Editor:

I am concerned that many of the younger genera-
tion don’t understand freedom takes work and ded-
ication, and that they do not understand or
appreciation what it means to wear a uniform or
have once worn one.
I get heart sick when I hear those who deny Holo-

caust happened and don’t believe more than one
million Jews and others were murdered during that
time.

With the commemoration of the 75th anniversary
of D-Day last week, very few truly realize what
those young Americans went through. It was a gen-
teel time. There was no television bringing the hor-
rors of the world into living rooms. I feel we need
to stop and think about that, and either read or listen
to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s powerful D-
Day prayer.

On the evening of D-Day, June 6, 1944, President
Roosevelt addressed the nation on the radio. He did
not make a flowery speech. He simply asked the
American people to join him in prayer.
This is a copy of that prayer:
“My fellow Americans: Last night, when I spoke

with you about the fall of Rome, I knew at that mo-
ment that troops of the United States and our allies
were crossing the channel in another and greater op-
eration. It has come to pass with success thus far.
And so, in this poignant hour, I ask you to join with

Preventing suicide:
learn warning signs

Suicide continues to take far too many lives in our
community, but there are steps we can all take to
prevent another tragedy from unfolding in our
homes and neighborhoods.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) is urging residents throughout
the state to know the warning signs and resources
available to prevent suicide, the second leading
cause of death in Michigan among residents ages
10 to 24.
Historically, Michigan’s youth/young adult suicide

rates have been slightly lower than the national av-
erage. However, the state’s rates have been sur-
passing national rates since 2010.

“Learning the warning signs of suicide can help
raise awareness about suicide prevention and pro-
vide loved ones with the proper help,” said Robert
Gordon, MDHHS director. “Talking with family,
friends and neighbors about this important topic is
essential as we try to get help to those who need
it.”
Warning signs for those at risk of suicide include:
*Feelings of hopelessness.
*Threatening to or talking about wanting to hurt

oneself.
*Loss of interest in activities.
*Withdrawal from friends and family.
*Change in eating and sleeping habits.
*Talking about being a burden to others.
*Increasing the use of alcohol or drugs.
*Displaying extreme mood swings.
*Looking for a way to kill oneself.
The recently updated MDHHS Suicide Prevention

website has a variety of resources and information
for individuals who are having thoughts of suicide
or know a loved one who is in crisis. These re-
sources include a communications tool kit, a county
map of coalitions and crisis lines, fact sheets, train-
ings and information about the Suicide Prevention
Lifeline.

According to a Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention study in 2016, covering data from
nearly 26,000 suicides in 32 states, mental health
was an important contributing factor to suicide,
with 49 percent of people who took their own lives
suffering from an identified mental health issue,
most commonly depression.
However, this means that over half did not have a

known mental health problem, so it’s important to
consider other contributing circumstances, such
experiencing a personal crisis, struggling with an
alcohol or other substance abuse issue, experienc-
ing a problem with a current or former intimate
partner, and facing a physical health problem.
If you are in a crisis or know someone who needs

help, contact the National Suicide Prevention Life-
line at 800-273-TALK (8255). If you are interested
in getting involved in suicide prevention, visit
Michigan.gov/suicideprevention to find out more
about local suicide prevention coalitions across the
state.

The Cass City Envirothon Team – composed of a
group of talented homeschooled students – repre-
sented the community well in capturing the state high
school Envirothon title earlier this year.

Now, area residents have a chance to give some-
thing back to the team in the form of supporting an
upcoming fundraiser that will enable the local teens
to compete in the North American Envirothon event,
slated for July 28-Aug. 2 in North Carolina.
The fundraiser – a garage sale – has been scheduled

for Thursday, Friday and Saturday, June 20-22, from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day at 4716 Seeger St., Cass
City. If you can’t attend but would like to donate an
item, call (989) 545-0863 or (989) 551-9809.

In a nutshell, Envirothon is a two-part competition
for teens to learn about conservation, agriculture and
environmental science. The local team won first
place in the state contest via testing in forestry,
aquatic ecology, agriculture, wildlife, soils and en-
ergy. In addition, the group is tackling a community
outreach project by helping to upgrade the Cass City
nature trails.

Encouraging these young people is a great cause,
so if you would like to support their next step, con-
sider shopping at the upcoming garage sale. The team
will also gladly accept financial donations – checks
can be made out to parent Tamara Daskam and sent
to c/o Cass City Envirothon Team, 4716 Seeger St.,
Cass City, MI 48726.

**********

Former Cass City graduate and college baseball
standout Morgan Erla has teamed up with Jacob Pur-
man and Matt Sahr from Reese to help create an af-
fordable collegiate showcase (not instructional camp)
for baseball athletes in the Thumb. 

Their goal is to get area baseball players exposure
that isn’t necessarily happening at GTC league
games vs. Division 1 schools. 

According to Erla, we want the kids who have the
aspiration and ability to play at the next level, yet
aren’t able to pay $150-$500 for Showcase Camps
in the city. 
Please Contact Purman with any questions. He can

be reached by emailing purmanjacob@gmail.com.

**********        

The Thumb’s annual West vs. East All Star basket-
ball games – featuring 2019 area boys and girls grad-
uates - are slated for Friday, June 21, in Sandusky
starting at 6:00.  

Kingston basketball Coach Jay Green is the West
girls’ team skipper. His team members include: Leah
Denome-Millington; Lily Hessling-Caro; Savannah
Comstock and Madi Thompson-Reese; Brittany
Hamilton and Kacey Haire-Cass City; Gerilyn Car-
penter, Lily Lyons, Jillyan Dinsmore, Carley Smith,
and Camryn MacGuire-Kingston. 
Mark your calendar and join the fun.  

**********    

Cass City United Methodist Church officials report
their June Dorcas meal will be served today, June 12.
A menu featuring pork tenderloin, potato casserole,

carrots, applesauce and dessert, served family style
at 5100 Cemetery Rd. in Cass City, starts promptly
at noon. 

Cost is only $8.00 and take outs are available by
calling 872-4604 by 10:00 a.m. on the day of the
meal.

**********

I’ve been invited to take part in two fishing charters
in the near future.
On Thursday, I’ll be departing from Manistee look-

ing for salmon in Lake Michigan. Then on Sunday –
my father’s day gift – is another charter on Lake
Michigan, this time leaving from Racine, Wisconsin.

The trip from the west side of Lake Michigan will
be my first out of state salmon adventure on the Great
Lakes. Of course, you can expect a full report in next
week’s paper.
Happy Father’s Day to all dads.

Freedom is not free

Please turn to page 6.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Jason A. Frank, 38, Clio, re-
ceived a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of guilty
to impaired driving, third offense,
Aug. 28 in Millington Township.

He was ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,508.
*Troy L. Smith, 21, Silverwood,

pleaded no contest to receiving
and concealing stolen property
valued at more than $1,000 be-
tween Sept. 11 and Oct. 18 in
Mayville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Richard R. Vansumeren, 29,
Bay City, pleaded guilty to one
count of organized retail crime
Oct. 28 in Caro. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, the defendant’s $5,000
bond was revoked and he was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Gerald R. Paul, Jr., 65,
Mayville, was sentenced to 365
days in the county jail following
his plea of no contest to criminal
sexual conduct, second degree,
July 8 in Dayton Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $758 plus

attorneys fees of $500.
*Whitney A. Alexander, 23,

Flint, was sentenced to eight to 15
years in prison following her
pleas of no contest to one count of
criminal sexual conduct, third de-
gree; two counts of assault with
intent to do great bodily harm less
than murder; and two counts of
assault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault).

The defendant was also ordered
to pay costs and fines totaling
$530.

*Heather L. Jackson, 31, Sebe-
waing, received a six-month de-
layed sentence following her
pleas of no contest to assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
officer, and driving while her li-
cense was suspended or revoked,
second offense, Sept. 26 in Caro.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $408.
*Angel J. Padro, 61, Caro, was

sentenced to two days in jail after
pleading no contest to charges of
delivery/manufacture of mari-
juana or a synthetic equivalent,
subsequent offense, and posses-
sion of ammunition by a felon
Sept. 14, 2017, in Wells Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-

taling $1,026.
*Werner H. Bauer Jr., 54, East-

pointe, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following his pleas
of guilty to charges of possession
of a loaded firearm in a motor ve-
hicle, operating a motor vehicle
with a high BAC (blood alcohol
content) and possession of a
firearm while under the influence
of liquor Nov. 15 in Dayton
Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 24 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,708.

*Jeffrey A. Marshall, 57, Vassar,
was sentenced to 30 days in jail,
with worksite privileges, follow-
ing his plea of guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
Dec. 6 in Vassar.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,508.

*Logan J. Rocha, 18, Reese,
pleaded no contest to three counts
of criminal sexual conduct, sec-
ond degree, involving personal in-
jury to the victim and the use of
force or coercion Feb. 1-19 in
Denmark Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $50,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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PICTURED above are photos of the driver and sus-

pect vehicle – a 2003 Buick with an Illinois registra-

tion – wanted by the Huron County Sheriff’s

Department in connection with a high-speed chase

last week.

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
are seeking the public’s help in lo-
cating a man who recently led of-
ficers on a high-speed chase.
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported

the incident took place Tuesday,
June 4, at about 9 p.m. when Sgt.
Ryan Neumann was on patrol and
attempted to stop an out-of-state
car traveling at a speed of 69 miles
per hour in a 55 mph zone near the
intersection of Caseville and
Berne roads in Huron County’s
McKinley Township.

“The vehicle then accelerated
and attempted to flee the deputy,
as an approximately 10-mile
chase began,” Hanson said,
adding the pursuit covered sec-
tions of multiple roads. “Several
stop signs were run and speeds
reached 100 plus mph. At one
point, an occupant threw a beer
can out the window in an attempt
to strike the deputy’s patrol car.

“Sgt. Neumann was able to get
the vehicle’s Illinois registration
number and get a good look at the
driver,” the sheriff noted. “The
chase then had to be terminated
for safety reasons after opposing
traffic became present.”

Anyone with information is
asked to contact the sheriff’s de-
partment at (989) 269-6500 dur-
ing regular business hours, or
Huron Central Dispatch anytime
at (989) 269-6421. Residents can
also offer confidential information
by calling the TIP Line at (989)
269-2861.

Deputies in 
Huron Co.
seek suspect

Former Reese coach pleads

guilty in embezzlement case

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A former Reese High School coach has pleaded guilty to stealing
nearly $4,000 from the Tuscola County school district’s athletic pro-
gram.

Scott Andrew Long Jr., 32, Saginaw, entered the plea to a charge of
embezzlement of $200 to $1,000 from a non-profit or charitable organ-
ization last week in Tuscola County Circuit Court.

A pre-sentence investigation was ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000. Sentencing is to be scheduled.

Under a plea agreement, Long has agreed to pay full restitution –
roughly $3,900 – by his sentencing date. In exchange, the prosecutor’s
office dismissed the more serious charge of embezzlement of $1,000 to
$20,000, which is punishable by up to 10 years incarceration and/or a
$15,000 fine. Any jail time for Long would be deferred pending suc-
cessful completion of probation, according to court records.

Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene authorized the embezzle-
ment charge against Long in early March following an investigation
into missing money from the Reese Public Schools and/or the Reese
Public Schools Athletic Program.

“The charge arises from funds the defendant (allegedly) misappropri-
ated to his personal use from various fundraisers that occurred between
approximately June and November 2018 while he was the varsity foot-
ball coach for Reese Public Schools,” Reene explained.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Being a father is
a year-round job

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Cass City landed 4 players on the
Greater Thumb West all-confer-
ence baseball dream team, to the
delight of Coach Nathan Haag.
Named to the GTW all-confer-
ence first team in 2014 were Red
Hawks Mason Erla, Dakota Har-
tel, Jake Hacker and Brock Thane.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Area resident Brice Stine re-
cently graduated from Michigan
State University, where he earned
a Bachelor of Science Degree in
crop and soil sciences. Stine, a
2004 Cass City High School grad-
uate, has taken a position with
Walther Farms. He is the son of
Ivan and Roxanne Stine.

The Rev. Gerald Meyer will re-
tire this month after spending 14
years in Cass City as the pastor at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
He said the phrase “Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sin-
ners” sums up why he is a
Lutheran. 

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Doerr of Cass
City spent last week with Mr. and
Mrs. Jerry Marchand of Water-
ford. While there they were dinner
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Marc-
hand and family. They were all
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd
Speer for Sunday dinner, and
Monday the Jerry Marchands and
the Doerrs had a fish fry at the
Speer home and went for a boat
ride on Lake Lotus.

McKenzie Memorial Hospital,
Sandusky, reports the birth June 4
of a baby boy, Travis Lee, to
Robert and Kelly Schmitt of
Snover.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Julie Helwig, received an associ-
ate’s degree in applied arts and
sciences in dental assisting May
11 from Grand Rapids Junior Col-
lege. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Elwyn Helwig of Cass
City. 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Talaski, Cass

Dean Hoag and children joined
them Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Les Hartwick of
Cass City are the parents of a
nine-pound baby boy, Jeffery
Wayne, born in a Bad Axe hospi-
tal.

Born June 15 in Hills and Dales
General Hospital to Mr. and Mrs.
Mark Tuckey, their fifth son, Kurt
Jay, who weighed eight pounds,
10 ounces.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Miss Ruth Marie Zapfe, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Zapfe, be-
came the first bride of the class of
1944 of the Cass City high school,
recently graduated, when she ex-
changed her marriage vows with
Charles “Bud” Peasley in a cere-
mony Friday evening, June 9.

James Walker received a
telegram from J. J. O’Leary from
Long Beach, California, in which
he says: “Arrived in states. Wash-
ington has approved my assign-
ment as chief boatswain mate.
Will see you about July 1.” Jim-
mie, as O’Leary was called here,
made his home with the Walker
family for some time.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

A very pretty wedding took place
on Wednesday, June 18, at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Flint when their daughter, Leta,
became the bride of J. L. Merriam.
At twelve o’clock, Maxine Camp-
bell played the wedding march,
and the bride and groom, accom-
panied by Miss Beryl, sister of the
bride, and Nelson Merriam,
brother of the groom, took their
places beneath an arch of roses
and ferns where Rev. J. D. Young
pronounced them husband and
wife.

Miss Maude Soderquist, for the
past two years kindergarten
teacher in the Cass City schools,
was united in marriage Friday
evening, June 13, in Saginaw to
Elmer Jamison of Fairgrove.  Mr.
and Mrs. Jamieson have a delight-
ful treat in prospect, planning to
leave Monday or Tuesday for a
motor trip to South Carolina, not
returning until August. 

City, announce the birth of their
son, Adam Andrew at Hills and
Dales General Hospital, May 31.
Adam joins a sister, Stephanie,
5%, and a brother Shawn, 3, at
home. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Leo Talaski, Ubly, Mrs.
Joyce Hamilton, Caro and
William Hamilton, Caro. Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Hobart, Caro, Mrs.
Lillian Hamilton, Burton and
Wilbur Conley, Ubly, are great-
grandparents. 

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Root had
as Sunday dinner guests, Mr. and
Mrs. George McKee of Lapeer,
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nemeth of
Deford and Mrs. Lois Binder. In
the afternoon, Mr. and Mrs. Root
and Mr. and Mrs. McKee attended
a silver wedding anniversary cel-
ebration for Mr. and Mrs. Eugene
Dorman at the Laing Free
Methodist Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Hunt, Mrs.
Ina Hool and their granddaughter,
Kim Hool, who is home for the
summer from Alma College, went
Tuesday to Windsor, Ont., to at-
tend high school graduation. Hunt
Hool was among the grads. They
will come home by way of Adrian
where they will visit Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald Forthun and children.
They were to return home Thurs-
day.

Bradley Hartel, who just com-
pleted his sophomore year, is a
member of the all-star Lions
honor band of Michigan. He left
June 13 for Montreal, Canada, to
attend the Lions convention and
from there will be with the Michi-
gan band on tour, returning home
the last of the month. The band
performed Friday evening in
Lansing. Mr. and Mrs. Forest Wal-
pole of Caro, Mrs. Scott Hartel,
Mrs. Roger Reid and Mrs. Lota
Hartel attended.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Mrs. Clifford Owens and chil-
dren and Mrs. Alvin Hutchinson
and children spent from Monday
until Wednesday last week at the
Agar cottage at Huron City. Mrs.

I’ve never been completely comfortable with being the center of at-
tention on Father’s Day.

Sure, the attention and gifts are fun – especially the ones I received
when our kids were young, along with the tokens of love my grandchil-
dren shower me with these days. I mean, can a guy ever really have
enough homemade cards, jellybeans or balloons?

But when I look back at the job I did as a dad when the kids were
growing up, I tend to remember my shortcomings. And there were
many; missed concerts, overreacting to misbehavior that I can now see
pales in comparison to some of the things I’ve seen other kids pull (and
get away with), and all too frequently just not being there for them when
I should have been.
Hindsight can be a real bear.
Observing some other dads only makes the past sting a bit more. You

know the ones – the fathers who never seem to miss anything in their
kids’ lives, the ones who always know just the right thing to say. The
fathers who appear to be superheroes in their youngsters’ eyes, both
then and now.
I wasn’t that guy, in part because for a number of years I was too busy

battling an addiction that nearly swallowed me whole in the end. Any-
one who’s been there will tell you there aren’t too many brands of self-
ish that are more powerful or destructive than that.
They’ll also probably tell you that getting better – even staying sober

for a period of years — doesn’t erase the daunting task of trying to make
up for past failures, especially when it comes to your role as a parent.
In time, however, I realized something really important; it’s never too

late to be a good (or at least a better) dad, if you’re willing to explore
ways to re-establish relationships and try to heal old wounds.

Sure, it’s a tall order, but so worth it.
Like any other thing in life, I suppose, you can’t be a better father by

looking in the rearview mirror, you know? And it’s not about working
at it for a while and then calling it quits. This is a year-round job, guys.

There’s no lack of horrifying stories out there about men who have
abused their kids or worse, or simply drop out of the picture. And, sadly,
there are far too many “baby daddies” out there, many of whom simply
don’t get the reality – or just don’t care — that creating a new life comes
with more responsibility than they were ever willing to accept.
But there are also many dads who wish they could have done a much

better job the first time around.
Fortunately, Father’s Day doesn’t have to be an “all or none” propo-

sition.
Never stop trying to be a good dad, no matter your past. Keep in mind

we’ve all made a few (or too many to count) mistakes, but that the only
real failure comes when you’ve stopped trying. Doesn’t matter if your
kids, biological or not, are teenagers or looking at a mid-life crisis, the
important thing is to keep working at it.

Maybe you’ve burned some bridges and believe there’s nothing left
to be done. You might be surprised what can happen if you reach out
again.

Be generous with your time and have a listening ear. Mend relation-
ships when and where you can, and keep an eye out for ways to let them
know you love them and you have their backs.

Get busy – today, because you may not be here tomorrow.
Remember, they still need you.
Happy Father’s Day.
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News briefs

4-H volunteers are needed
The sixth annual Special Needs Kids Event will be held Thursday, Aug. 1

(rain or shine), from 9 a.m. to noon at the Huron County Community Fair,
and organizers are looking for 4-H members who would like to volunteer
their time.

Volunteers are needed to: give tours of the small livestock barn, man the
Miracle of Life Building, help serve food at the Lions Building, help with
various activities, and assist in cleaning up after.

Organizers are also looking for a few members who have small, friendly
feeder steers that can be brought to the Miracle of Life Building (for one-
hour shifts so the animals don’t get tired.)

More information is available by contacting Kay Balcer via email at bal-
cerdan.kay@gmail.com or by calling (989) 553-2927.

DTE scam circulating again
TUSCOLA COUNTY — The scam involving a person saying they are rep-
resenting DTE has been targeting business in Tuscola County again, accord-
ing to Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent.
“Unfortunately, one person contacted our agency to say that they believed

the person and purchased $999 in prepaid cards and gave the numbers off
the card to the suspect. Other businesses reported they received the same
call but knew it was a scam,” he said.

“So sad to see people keep falling for this criminal behavior. Please pass
the word to everyone, especially vulnerable adults, that DTE or any other
legitimate business will never demand you go get prepaid cards and give
them the numbers off the card,” Skrent added.

Dairy Odyssey day scheduled
SEBEWAING — Area youth are invited to participate in a Thumb Dairy
Odyssey Day event set for Saturday, July 13, in the Sebewaing area.
The event will be from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Oak River Dairy, 4697

Gettel Rd., with the program focusing on showmanship. Participants will
have the opportunity to practice showmanship skills, learn about calf nutri-
tion, mastitis management and on-farm milk culturing.

Thumb Dairy Odyssey programs are designed for youth ages nine to 19
who are interested in learning about the dairy industry. The programs are
open to farm kids, city kids, country kids, FFA and 4-H members, and in-
troduce youth to career options in agriculture as well as strengthen skills
that are key in FFA and 4-H competitions.

The cost is $5 per youth, with an accompanying adult free. Lunch is in-
cluded.
To register, visit the website events.anr.msu.edu. More information is avail-

able by contacting Marianne Buza at the Huron County Extension Office at
(989) 269-9949 or via email at mbuza@msu.edu.

Green applauds quick action
TUSCOLA COUNTY – State Rep. Phil Green (R-Millington) applauded
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s recent declaration of a state of emergency in re-
sponse to road damage caused by flooding in Tuscola County last month.
“The administration’s prompt response will help ensure our community is

receiving the assistance necessary to recover from the damage caused by
the heavy rainfall,” Green said. “I want to thank Governor Whitmer for
working with our county officials to address the needs faced by the local
recovery effort. I’d also like to share my appreciation for the folks on the
ground in Tuscola County working diligently to repair our infrastructure
and meet the needs of our residents.”.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

me in prayer:
Almighty God, our sons, pride of our nation, this day have set upon a

mighty endeavor, a struggle to preserve our republic, our religion, and
our civilization, and to set free a suffering humanity.

Lead them straight and true; give strength to their arms, stoutness to
their hearts, steadfastness in their faith.

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will be long and hard. For
the enemy is strong. He may hurl back our forces. Success may not
come with rushing speed, but we shall return again and again; and we
know that by Thy grace, and by the righteousness of our cause, our sons
will triumph.
They will be sore tried, by night and by day, without rest — until the

victory is won. The darkness will be rent by noise and flame. Men’s
souls will be shaken with the violence of war.
For these men are lately drawn from the ways of peace. They fight not

for the lust of conquest. They fight to end conquest. They fight to lib-
erate. They fight to let justice arise, and tolerance and good will among
all Thy people. They yearn but for the end of battle, for their return to
the haven of home.
Some will never return. Embrace these, Father, and receive them, Thy

heroic servants, into Thy kingdom.
And for us at home — fathers, mothers, children, wives, sisters, and

brothers of brave men overseas — whose thoughts and prayers are ever
with them—help us, Almighty God, to rededicate ourselves in renewed
faith in Thee in this hour of great sacrifice.
Many people have urged that I call the nation into a single day of spe-

cial prayer. But because the road is long and the desire is great, I ask
that our people devote themselves in a continuance of prayer. As we
rise to each new day, and again when each day is spent, let words of
prayer be on our lips, invoking Thy help to our efforts.

Give us strength, too — strength in our daily tasks, to redouble the
contributions we make in the physical and the material support of our
armed forces.
And let our hearts be stout, to wait out the long travail, to bear sorrows

that may come, to impart our courage unto our sons wheresoever they
may be.

And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us faith in Thee; faith in our sons;
faith in each other; faith in our united crusade. Let not the keenness of
our spirit ever be dulled. Let not the impacts of temporary events, of
temporal matters of but fleeting moment let not these deter us in our
unconquerable purpose.

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over the unholy forces of our
enemy. Help us to conquer the apostles of greed and racial arrogancies.
Lead us to the saving of our country, and with our sister nations into a
world unity that will spell a sure peace a peace invulnerable to the
schemings of unworthy men. And a peace that will let all of men live
in freedom, reaping the just rewards of their honest toil.
Thy will be done, Almighty God.
Amen.”
We are fortunate those prayers were answered. It could be a much dif-

ferent world today.

Mary Drier
Unionville

Freedom is not free
Continued from page three.

We can end psych bed shortage

Editor,

I continue to urge the executive branch to resume construction of the
new state psychiatric hospital in Tuscola County. I’ve spoken publicly
many times about what the facility would mean for our local community
and the countless individuals in need of inpatient mental health care in
our state.
Relocating the project that employs so many members of our commu-

nity will have devastating repercussions on our local businesses, schools
and families.
It’s important we take a look at the history of the state’s mental health-

care crisis and the related severe shortage of inpatient psychiatric beds
to understand the desperate need our state has for a new hospital in
Caro.

In the 1970s, there was a push to move people experiencing mental
illness from hospital care to community-based care. As a result, Michi-
gan closed a large majority of its state psychiatric hospitals.
Making matters worse, from 2005 to 2010, Michigan eliminated nearly

50 percent of its state psychiatric beds, leaving many individuals expe-
riencing debilitating mental health crises with nowhere to turn but hos-
pital emergency rooms. Many ended up homeless or in jails and prisons.
In 2017, the Legislature responded to the mental health care crisis by

providing $115 million for a new state psychiatric hospital to be built
on the grounds of the existing Caro Center. Gov. Rick Snyder signed
that plan into law in July of 2017 and the state entered into a construc-
tion contract the following December. The project was scheduled to be
completed in 2021, granting relief to patients in need and their families
across Michigan.
Section 1061 under Public Act 107 of 2017 says that money appropri-

ated for the new state psychiatric hospital at the Caro Center must only
be used for that exact project at that exact location and none other:
“Sec. 1061. The funds appropriated in part one for Caro Regional Men-

tal Health Center shall only be utilized to support a psychiatric hospital
located at its current location. It is the intent of the Legislature that the
Caro Regional Mental Health Center shall remain open and operational
at its current location on an ongoing basis, and that any capital outlay
funding shall be utilized for planning and construction at the current lo-
cation instead of at a new location.”
We must respect the law as it was written.
The Caro Center was chosen because it is centrally located for family

visits and patient transportation, with 80 percent of patients coming
from Genesee, Oakland and Macomb counties. Further, the 600-acre
site is already owned by the state, and necessary infrastructure is already
in place and requiring only modest upgrades. The site is easily accessi-
ble to state highways and nearby medical providers. It’s the perfect lo-
cation for the project.
I urge the executive branch to consider the critical shortage of inpatient

state psychiatric beds and continue with the construction of a new,
much-needed state psychiatric hospital on the grounds of the current
Caro Center. It is the right choice for quality care, patient access and
value to the taxpayers of Michigan.

State Rep. Phil Green
84th District

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

Continued from page one.

its 2017 decision to dedicate funds
for the new state psychiatric hos-
pital here in the Thumb, the right
place for the project,” said Green,
who represents citizens in Tuscola
and Huron counties.

State Senator Kevin Daley (R-
Lum), whose 31st District in-
cludes Tuscola County, says the
Senate has since passed a version
of the budget that includes similar
language.

In mid-March, new Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer announced the
decision to halt construction of the
new psychiatric hospital in Tus-
cola County while a reevaluation
of the project was conducted by a
consultant.

It was new MDHHS Director
Robert Gordon who called for a
reassessment of the hospital loca-
tion based on concerns related to
staffing shortages, lack of new
staff recruitment and lack of a per-
manent psychiatrist on the Caro
Center staff, and water accessibil-
ity.

However, emails obtained via a
Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request submitted by an
ABC12 reporter subsequently re-
vealed Gordon had all but decided
in late 2018 that the project wasn’t
going to proceed in Tuscola
County.

“Among other things, the…
emails show a decision was al-
ready largely made to stop the
project before a consultant was
brought on to ‘study’ its feasibil-
ity,” Michigan Speaker of the
House Lee Chatfield (R-Levering)
said. “The idea of using a third
party to put on a show of making
that decision was pitched as a way
to ‘get the right answer’ and ‘hold
off the legislature.’”
Tuscola County officials have re-

sponded with reams of research
and data presented last year, when
former Republican Gov. Rick
Snyder’s administration signed off
on the project and approved the
funding — $115 million to con-
struct the 200-bed, 225,000-
square-foot hospital.
County commissioners have also

hired consulting/lobbying firms to
help them plead their case to the
state. More recently, officials have
focused on gathering information
related to available services and
facilities in place to support the
new psychiatric facility, including
hospitals, specialty clinics and law
enforcement resources.

In addition, local governmental
units throughout the region have
adopted resolutions in support of
keeping the new hospital in Tus-
cola County, and residents have
been encouraged to express their
opinions via emails to the gover-
nor and other state officials.

And those voices are being
heard, according to Daley, who in-
dicated current and former law-
makers are continuing to work
together in their effort to convince
the governor to reconsider the
hold placed on construction of the
facility.   

A groundbreaking ceremony for
the project was held last fall, and
the state has already invested $3
million in the project to-date.

The Caro Center, a staple in the
community for more than 100
years and Tuscola County’s sec-
ond largest employer, boasts
roughly 350 employees and has an
estimated economic impact of
some $54 million on the region’s
economy.
“Relocation of the facility would

have dramatic, devastating reper-
cussions to businesses, schools
and families in communities
throughout this region,” Green
said last week. “The Caro site is
the best possible place for this
project. The 600-acre site is state-
owned, and infrastructure is al-
ready in place. Plus, it has easy
access to state highways and
nearby medical providers.”

The governor is scheduled to
make her decision by the end of
September. But Green says there’s
no time to waste.

“People across the state are cry-
ing out for access to quality men-
tal health care,” he said. “We
simply can’t wait any longer for
the additional beds this project
would provide. I urge the gover-
nor to reconsider her decision to
halt this important project.”

Green noted residents can join
him in urging Whitmer to restore
funding to the Caro project by
signing his online petition at

State to host
Caro Center
public forum
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prepared for his suggestion that
she apply for his job as director.

“I thought, I could never leave
here. This is family, this is home,”
Van Auken recalled during an in-
terview Friday morning. “But I re-
ally started thinking about it.”

Van Auken was offered the job
following interviews with three fi-
nalists and is scheduled to begin
her new duties as director of the
White Pine Library Cooperative
July 15.

“It’s bittersweet, almost sick to
my stomach,” she said of her re-
action. “But the thing is, I’ll still
be helping Rawson.”
Van Auken likens library cooper-

atives such as White Pine – one of
11 across the state – to intermedi-
ate school districts, which serve
local schools in various capacities.
In this case, White Pine provides

its local libraries with services
ranging from continuing educa-
tion and training to advocacy and
lobbying both state and nationally
on issues, such as funding, that
impact its member libraries, she
explained.

One of the big changes will be
the lack of day-to-day contact
with library patrons, but Van
Auken figures she will have
plenty on her plate.

“It’s going to be a lot of travel,”
she noted. “My plan is to visit all
the libraries (in the cooperative) in
the first nine months.
Van Auken and her husband, Joe,

a Tuscola County magistrate for
the past 18 years, moved to Cass
City in 1997. At the time, she was
a stay-at-home mom and would
frequently make stops at the local
library along with her then-young
children, Rob, now 26 and work-
ing for Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio,

Continued from page one. and Audrey, now 23 and a certi-
fied athletic trainer and sports
medicine graduate student at the
University of Utah.
A couple years later, Van Auken

helped to spearhead fund raising
for the construction of Cass City’s
playscape. She also got involved
in the community as a member of
the library board.

She was named library director
in 2002, knowing she had big
shoes to fill – Barb Hutchinson
had served as director for three
decades and worked diligently to
modernize the facility, including
bringing the Internet to the library,
where she still works part-time.
Taking over the reins as director

turned out to be a baptism in fire,
of sorts, as Van Auken found her-
self having to organize a cam-
paign to ensure not only renewal
of a local library millage, but also
request for additional funding.
Both issues passed just months
after she was hired.

“I can’t say enough how this
community has supported this li-
brary,” said Van Auken, whose
tenure has seen a significant ex-
pansion in available computers
earmarked for use by library pa-
trons (and who now largely rely
on the wireless technology also
available at the library). She and
her staff were also behind the cre-
ation of a young adult section that
initially grew from a small cart of
22 fiction novels to a 170-square-
foot area with more than 750
books, magazines and paperbacks,
and seating for 14 people.
In 2006, the staff also established

Rawson’s own virtual library, of-
fering patrons access to countless
ebooks and emagazines along
with downloadable audio books.

A year later, the Library of
Michigan Foundation presented
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary with its State Librarian’s Ex-
cellence Award for exemplary
public service.

“Though a relatively small li-
brary in a relatively small commu-
nity, the Rawson Memorial
District Library in Cass City has
demonstrated a big-time ability
and dedication to thinking outside
the box,” state Librarian Nancy
Robertson said during the award
presentation in 2007.
There’s no shortage of examples

of innovation at Rawson Memo-
rial. For example, when the popu-
larity of video tape rentals
declined years ago, Van Auken
suggested – and the board agreed
— that the area used to store the
tapes could be renovated to create
two private study rooms which are
now frequently used for general
tutoring as well as dyslexia train-
ing and tutoring. More recently,
the library was selected to partici-
pate as a voting site in the interna-
tional Manhattan Short Film
Festival. And, physical upgrades
have continued at the library, with
installation of a digital sign now
underway.

In spite of those achievements,
Van Auken is quick to say that
Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary’s greatest asset has been and
continues to be its staff.

It isn’t difficult to teach library
skills, but you can’t teach compas-
sion, empathy and passion for
people, and those are all traits
shared by the people who greet
local patrons when they walk in
the door, she said, noting they’re
also active in the community
through various organizations.
“I’m just so proud of all the staff,

how they step up and go the extra
mile all the time. They’ve just
been awesome,” Van Auken
added. “I love them like family.”

Van Auken named library cooperative director

Foster grandparents honored
in Cass City during banquet

On a recent, breezy evening, a
calmness could be felt in school
hallways throughout Huron, Sani-
lac and Tuscola Counties as a
brave band of “superheroes” hung
up their capes for an evening of
celebration in the Cass City High
School Cafeteria.

“These superheroes are the 39
foster grandparents who have put
on their capes every morning and
dedicated their time to our local
children,” explained Wendy M.
Jacot, human resources/marketing
manager for the Human Develop-
ment Commission (HDC), which
administers the Foster Grandpar-
ent Program.

“The theme of the evening was
“I Am a Volunteer…What’s Your
Superpower?”, and these super-
heroes definitely showed off their
superpowers during the 2018-
2019 school year,” Jacot said.
“Across Huron, Sanilac and Tus-

cola counties, 39 volunteers
worked one-on-one with over 150

different students in 16 different
schools. The foster grandparents
shared their superpower knowl-
edge with their students in read-
ing, math and general academics.”
Each foster grandparent was pre-

sented with a certificate, pin and a
special gift made by students from
the classrooms they have been a
part of this school year.

Foster grandparents reaching
milestone years were also pre-
sented with special awards signed
by state Senator Kevin Daley (R-
Lum), state Rep. Phil Green (R-
Millington), and Congressman
Paul Mitchell. They are Doris
Timlin, Snover, with 15 years of
service; and Lenora Arroyo, Ap-
plegate, and Nettie Whear, Bad
Axe, with 10 years of service.
Nationally, the Foster Grandpar-

ent Program was established by
the Economic Opportunity Act of
1964.

“Locally, the Human Develop-
ment Commission has sponsored
the program in Huron, Sanilac and

Tuscola Counties since 1978,”
Jacot noted.

“The program places seniors in
local schools to work one-on-one
with students with exceptional
needs,” she explained. “The foster
grandparents stay active in their
community and use their experi-
ence and wisdom to assist chil-
dren in local classrooms.”

The program is made possible
with funding from the Adult and
Aging Services Agency, Corpora-
tion for National and Community
Service, the United Ways of
Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola coun-
ties, and various local fundraising
events.

For the next school year, the Fos-
ter Grandparent Program is look-
ing for more caring individuals
who would be willing to share
their experiences, time and love in
a classroom.

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing is encouraged to contact HDC
at 1-800-843-6394.

Hills and Dales in running for beauty honor

Soliant, a leading healthcare
staffing provider and part of the
Adecco Group, last week an-
nounced Hills and Dales General
Hospital in Cass City among the
nominees for its 10th annual con-
test to identify the top 20 Most
Beautiful Hospitals in the United
States.

The public nominated these fa-
cilities throughout the month of
May to spotlight hospitals that in-
tegrate aesthetics and dedicated
staff as elements of beauty which
contribute to the health and well-
being of their patients.
The public can vote on the nom-

inees they deem most beautiful at
http://www.soliant.com/most-
beautiful-hospital-contest/vote/.
Participants may cast multiple
votes until the polls close Mon-
day, July 15.

Soliant will reveal the 2019 Most
Beautiful Hospital and the hospi-
tals that placed in the top 20 spots
Wednesday, July 17.

“As hospitals throughout the
U.S. dedicate themselves to en-
hancing patient care in their com-
munities, it’s clear that
beautification efforts, from aes-
thetics to compassionate and ex-
perienced staff, are vital in
patients’ treatment plans,” said
David Alexander, president of So-
liant.

“Patients, healthcare providers
and community members have ac-
knowledged an exceptional group
of facilities that understand the
important roles beautiful and nur-
turing environments, along with
caring staff, play in delivering the
best possible care.”
This year’s finalists consist of fa-

cilities located across the nation.
Hills and Dales is one of seven fa-
cilities nominated in Michigan.

The others are: Ascension
Genesys Hospital, Grand Blanc;
Beaumont Hospital, Grosse
Pointe; Bronson Methodist Hospi-
tal, Kalamazoo; DMC Huron Val-
ley-Sinai Hospital, Commerce
Charter Township; Henry Ford
West Bloomfield Hospital, West
Bloomfield Township; and Spec-
trum Health Butterworth Hospital,
Grand Rapids.

In recognition of its 10th year
hosting this contest, Soliant will
donate $2,500 to the foundation of
the hospital that wins the 2019
Most Beautiful Hospital title. To
vote and to learn more about So-
liant’s Most Beautiful Hospitals in
the U.S., visit the website most-
beautifulhospitals.com.
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The idea of making a difference
appealed to Mendrick, who re-
called the recent hunger summit
involved multiple discussions,
with those attending focusing on
the goals of working to get a gro-
cery store opened in the village as
soon as possible, transforming the
“meating the need” project into a
non-profit organization, and es-
tablishing a community garden.

“Many members of the commu-
nity expressed a desire to form a
community garden, and I agreed
to head the project along with an-
other student, my friend Matt
(Danks),” Mendrick said.

“I was really excited – this was
the one thing I thought I could
make a difference in,” she added.
“I know how to build, I know a lit-
tle about plants – why not do this?

“We hope to just start getting
fresh, good produce into the hands
of people who can’t get it; who
can’t drive to get it or who can’t
afford it or grow it themselves.”

Mendrick and her fellow volun-
teers went to work, designing the
raised garden beds, which were
selected to reduce small animal
damage, and because they would
allow older volunteers to pull
weeds without having to bend
over.
The preparations also included a

trip to Cass City School Supt. Jeff
Hartel’s office to secure permis-
sion to place the garden in an eas-
ily accessible location — in front
of the school’s ag barn – and to
ask for a donation to purchase ma-
terials.

Hartel obliged with a $1,000
contribution, saying he was im-
pressed with the students’ initia-
tive and the time and effort put
into planning and securing cost es-
timates for the project.

“It (was) a no-brainer to say
‘yes’,” Hartel said. “I’m very
happy with what they’ve done.”

Support has also come in the
form of words of advice from
some adults who attended a plan-
ning meeting. The high school’s
FFA advisor and science teacher,
Leigh Osentoski, and the district’s

Continued from page one. food service director, Shari Bock,
were among them. Students in the
high school’s shop classes, mean-
while, constructed the raised beds,
the village donated the soil and
transported it to the site, and
Theresa Woodward, owner of
Willow Ridge Farm Market, do-
nated the vegetable plants.

While Mendrick says she’ll be
keeping a close eye on the garden
in the days ahead, the goal is to
encourage area residents to lend a
hand by pulling a weed or two if
they happen to be passing by.

“We really want to involve the
community. We’re hoping people
walking by – if you see a weed,
pull it. If it looks dry, water it,”
she said, noting Petiprin-Ball is in
charge of the project’s social
media presence and will be post-
ing updates on sites such as Face-
book and Instagram.

When harvest time rolls around,
Mendrick says the plan is to dis-
tribute the vegetables free through
Revive Ministries, perhaps via a
produce stand set up in the min-
istry’s building on Main Street.

While past efforts to establish a
community garden have yielded
less-than-successful results, in
part due to location and failure of
organizers to follow-through,
Bock says she’s confident the lat-
est attempt will be a different
story.
“I think this one will be our suc-

cessful garden. I think we have the
right kids, and I think it’s going to
be a go. This is a great location
and the kids have a plan,” Bock
said. “I’m totally impressed with
every one of them.

“I just can’t say enough about
that group of kids. We have got
some magnificent go-getters in
Cass City,” she added. “If this is
any (indication) of our future, our
future’s great.”

Battel agreed. “One of our core
values in Meating the Need for
Our Village has always been
youth empowerment,” she said.
“We’re very proud that such a
wonderful project has come out of
the Cass City Hunger Summit,
and that it’s (being) driven by
youth in Cass City.”

Marvin “Roger” Woods

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although it has been nearly 18 years since the 9/11 terrorist attack on
the United States, for some the memory of that tragic day is still raw.
Owendale Village officials are working to honor a native son who was

killed in the attack on the Pentagon. Marvin “Roger” Woods, 57, who
was a retired Navy radioman chief and a civilian technical manager for
the Chief of Naval Operations, was at work on that fateful day. He was
assigned to work at the Pentagon in the mid-1990s.
According to Owendale Village Clerk Randy Howard, Woods is a na-

tive of Owendale.
“He was in his new office in the Pentagon on 9/11 when the plane

crashed into the building. He had just relocated from an office on the
opposite side of the Pentagon a week earlier,” said Howard, who re-
ceived council permission in May to look into the process of creating a
memorial for Woods.

During the terrorist attacks, American Airlines Flight 11 and United
Airlines Flight 175 crashed into the North and South World Trade Cen-
ter complex in lower Manhattan.

American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon, which is the
headquarters of the U.S. Department of Defense, in Arlington County,
Va. The attack caused a partial collapse of the building’s west side.

And, United Airlines Flight 93, which was initially flying toward
Washington, D.C., crashed into a field in Stonycreek Township near
Shanksville, Penn., when its passengers thwarted the hijackers.
Woods enlisted in the Navy when he was in high school and went on

to serve for 23 years, including a tour in Vietnam.
“The village is looking into the possibility of placing a memorial in

his honor in the village park. We are leaning toward a bronze plaque
affixed to a large rock,” Howard said. “We don’t have any specific lan-
guage for the plaque or exactly what kind of costs are associated with
such a monument — We are still researching that.”

Hopes are to be able to create a memorial for about $500. An update
on the effort is expected later this month.

Whether or not Owendale officials are able to create a memorial for
Woods, he will not be forgotten.

At the Pentagon Memorial, each victim is memorialized by a bench,
placed in line according to year of their birth. And, Woods was laid to
rest in Section 64 of Arlington National Cemetery, in the shadows of
the Pentagon.
Al-Qaeda’s attack on the United States was the single deadliest terrorist

attack in human history and the single deadliest attack involving the
loss of fire fighters and law enforcement officers.

Teens turn community 
garden plan into reality

Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in Cass City will be hosting
its next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, June 21, starting at 1:30 p.m.
Films scheduled to be shown are:
*”The Harvey Girls: Opportunity

Bound” – Beginning in the
1880’s, more than 100,000 brave
young women left home and trav-
eled west to work as waitresses
along the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroad. The Harvey
Girls, as they were called, opened
the doors of both the American
West and the workplace to
women. “Opportunity Bound”
features rare interviews with the
few remaining Harvey Girls (57
minutes).

“Kyoto” – Rudy Maxa presents
the concept of wabi-sabi, the
uniquely Japanese art of finding
beauty in everyday life, as he trav-
els to Kyoto. Enjoy a 15th-century
Zen garden, walk along quiet
backstreets with little shrines and
wooden houses, witness the weav-
ing of kimonos, and visit Kiy-
omizu-dera Temple (30 minutes).

Senior Movies set

Owendale officials hope
to honor native son who
died in 9/11 terrorist attack

Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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2018-19 EAST SOFTBALL ALL CONFERENCE 
FIRST TEAM 
Sadie Souva  Ubly   Senior  Pitcher 
Lauren Woods  Brown City  Junior  Pitcher 
Bethany Gornowicz Ubly   Senior  Catcher 
Samontha Souva Ubly   Sophomore Infielder 
Madison Wheeler Capac   Senior  Infielder 
Taylor Calkins  Sandusky  Senior  Infielder 
Danielle Franzel Sandusky  Senior  Infielder 
Alexis Wiltse  Brown City  Senior  Infielder 
Aubree Smith  Capac   Senior  Outfielder 
Madison Winarski Sandusky  Senior  Outfielder 
Lexi Crenshaw Brown City  Senior  Outfielder 
Katelyn Sweeney Ubly   Junior  At Large 
 
SECOND TEAM 
Alley Patterson Sandusky  Sophomore Pitcher 
Kennedy Lefler Marlette  Junior  Pitcher 
Izabelle Amador Capac   Senior  Catcher 
Mikaela Van Erp Ubly   Senior  Infielder 
Ally Dean  Capac   Senior  Infielder 
Carleigh Nickens Marlette  Junior  Infielder 
Amber Pleiness Harbor Beach  Junior  Infielder 
Kelsey Knoblock Ubly   Senior  Outfielder 
Shelby Husovsky Capac   Senior  Outfielder 
Paige Patterson Sandusky  Junior  Outfielder 
Jessica Weber  Harbor Beach  Senior  Outfielder 
Haley Mitchell Memphis  Freshman Outfielder 
Zoe Mathews  Brown City  Senior  At Large 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018-19 EAST BASEBALL ALL CONFERENCE 
FIRST TEAM 
Alex Heussner  Marlette  Senior  Pitcher 
Ben Blanco  Memphis  Senior  Pitcher 
Garrison Booms Harbor Beach  Senior  Catcher 
Sean Quade  Marlette  Senior  Infielder 
Cam Walsh  Memphis  Junior  Infielder 
Dan Patrias  Brown City  Junior  Infielder 
Casey Sweeney Ubly   Junior  Infielder 
Bret Havens  Marlette  Senior  Outfielder 
Dawson Stier  Memphis  Senior  Outfielder 
Austin Creguer Ubly   Junior  Outfielder 
Cody Hayden  Marlette  Sophomore At Large 
 
SECOND TEAM 
Ross Arntz  Harbor Beach  Senior  Pitcher 
Brendan Falco  Capac   Senior  Pitcher 
Chad Bower  Marlette  Senior  Catcher 
Blake Wiltse  Brown City  Junior  Infielder 
Andrew Geiger Brown City  Senior  Infielder 
Dylan Kadar  Harbor Beach  Sophomore Infielder 
Danny Parski  Capac   Sophomore Infielder 
Mason Jahn  Harbor Beach  Senior  Outfielder 
Parker Jahn  Harbor Beach  Junior  Outfielder 
Jakob Sawyers  Capac   Senior  Outfielder 
Noah Treutle  Memphis  Senior  At Large 
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K of C distributes funding

THIS YEAR’S distribution of about $2,655 in funding

from the Cass City Knights of Columbus Council 8892,

collected during the council’s annual Tootsie Roll

Fundraiser, included $445 to the special education pro-

gram at the Cass City Public Schools. Above, Tootsie

Roll Chairman Daryl Iwankovitsch presents the check

to Kathy Wright, special education teacher. Also do-

nated was $150 for special education programs at Owen-

Gage Schools, $100 to Highland Pines School, $350 to

the Sacred Heart SPRED (Special Religious Education)

program, $1,079 to Tuscola County Special Olympics,

and $531 to the state council.

ACCEPTING THE $150 check for special education

programs at Owen-Gage Schools (above) is Christine

Grim.

ACCEPTING CHECKS on behalf of Highland Pines

School and Tuscola County Special Olympics (above)

are Anne Olsen and Jennifer Gray and students of High-

land Pines. In addition, Iwankovitsch (center) accepted

a plaque presented by the Tuscola County Special

Olympics organization to Knights of Columbus Council

8892.

ACCEPTING THE $150 check for special education

programs at Owen-Gage Schools (above) is Christine

Grim.
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Section 1. Title
This Ordinance shall be known and cited
as the “Novesta Township Cemetery Or-
dinance.” 
Section 2. Purpose 
The Novesta Township Board recognizes
and concludes that the proper and reason-
able maintenance, appearance, and use of
the cemetery or cemeteries owned or con-
trolled by the Township is an important
function of the government of the Town-
ship. The Township Board further recog-
nizes the importance of having burials,
disinterments, and other matters associ-
ated with a Township cemetery be han-
dled in a respectful and proper way in
order to promote the safety, public health,
and general welfare of the community. To
accomplish those legitimate purposes, the
Township Board finds that adoption and
enforcement of this Ordinance is neces-
sary and in the best interests of the resi-
dents of the Township. 
Section 3. Definitions 
a) “Burial Space.” 
“Burial space” refers to an area in a
Township cemetery sufficient to accom-
modate one burial space for one deceased
person. Exceptions may be made with
Township permission to accommodate in-
fant burial or the burial of cremains. 
b) “Infant.” 
“Infant” refers to a person who is two
years or younger at the time of death. 
c) “Township.” 
“Township” refers to the Township of
Novesta. 
d) “Township cemetery” or “cemetery.” 
“Township cemetery” or “cemetery”
means any cemetery owned, operated, or
controlled by the Township. 
e) “Township Clerk” means the elected
Township Clerk or other designee(s) of
the Township of Novesta board. 
Section 4. Sale of Burial Spaces; Non-
transferable 
(a) After the effective date of this Ordi-
nance, burial spaces shall be sold by the
Township for the purpose of burial for the
purchaser of a burial space, or his or her
immediate family or next of kin. No sale
shall be made to funeral directors or oth-
ers, except for those acting as an agent for
an eligible purchaser. At the time of pur-
chase from the Township, each burial
space shall be assigned the name of the
specific person who shall be interred in
that burial space upon death. If the owner
of a burial space desires to effectuate a
name change regarding the assigned bur-
ial space, that person must request in
writing such change to another eligible
person and receive approval from the
Township Clerk. Ownership of burial
spaces is nontransferable without prior
written approval by the Township. The
Township has the discretion to buy back
the burial space at a price set by the
Township Board. 
Burial spaces may be sold by the Town-
ship only to a resident or real property
taxpayer of the Township. However, if
the potential purchaser discloses suffi-
cient personal reason for burial within the
Township through previous residence in
the Township or relationship to persons
interred in the Township cemetery in-
volved, the Township Clerk has the dis-
cretion to sell to that person as well. Any
such decision by the Township Clerk (ei-
ther granting or denying such variance)
may be overturned by the Township
Board pursuant to Section 23 hereof. 
All sales and transfers of burial spaces
shall be made on a form approved by the
Township Board, which grants a right of
burial only and does not convey any other
title or right to the burial space sold. Such
forms shall be signed by the Township
Clerk, and shall then constitute a permit. 
The Township Board shall have the au-
thority to refuse to sell or to place a limit
on the number of burial spaces sold to a
particular person. Furthermore, the Town-
ship shall have the absolute right and dis-
cretion to determine where burial space
or spaces will be located and within
which Township cemetery. Such decision
shall be based upon reasonable factors,
including, but not limited to, the number
of vacant burial spaces available and
whether family or relatives of the person
seeking to purchase a burial space or
spaces are buried adjacent or nearby the
space or spaces requested. 
The lawful owner of any burial space
within the Township shall promptly pro-
vide the Township Clerk with any change
in that owner’s mailing address. 
Section 5. Purchase Price for Burial
Spaces; Indigent Burials 
(a) The price for burial spaces shall be set
forth by resolution of the Township. 
(b) The Township Board may waive some
or all fees for the burial of indigent per-
sons. Furthermore, the Township Board
may set aside a portion of a Township
cemetery or cemeteries for the burial of
indigent persons. 
Section 6. Grave Opening Charges 
(a) The Township may charge reasonable
fees for the opening and closing of any
burial space, prior to and following a bur-
ial therein, and including the interment of
ashes. Such fees shall be set from time to
time by resolution of the Township
Board, and shall be paid to the Township. 
b) No burial space shall be opened or
closed except under the direction and
control of the Township Sexton or such
other individual as is designated by the
Township Board. This subsection shall
not apply to any grave opening, disinter-
ment, or similar matter which is done pur-
suant to a valid court order or under the
supervision and direction of local or state
health department authorities; however,
even in such cases, the Township Sexton
shall be given at least twenty- four (24)
hours’ prior notice of when such grave
opening or closing will occur. 
Section 7. Markers or Memorials; No
Monuments 
(a) All markers and memorials must be
comprised of stone or other equally
durable composition and shall face the
same direction as the markers and memo-
rials around them. Only one (1) marker or
memorial shall be permitted per burial
space, or one marker or memorial in total
where two adjoining spaces share that
one marker or memorial. Markers shall
be no more than thirty (30) inches in
width or forty-eight (48) inches in width
for a double marker, with an overall
height of no more than thirty (30) inches

above ground level, including the foun-
dation. Individual markers for cremains
shall be flush with the ground and shall
be no more than twelve (12) inches by
twenty-four (24) inches in size, and no
more than four (4) inches thick. 
(b) Except for monuments that existed in
a Township cemetery before the effective
date of this Ordinance, no monument will
be allowed or erected in a cemetery. For
purposes of this Ordinance, “monument”
shall be defined as any marker, memorial,
statue or similar item which exceeds
thirty (30) inches in height above normal
ground level or which has a ground sur-
face area exceeding thirty (30) inches in
width or forty-eight (48) inches in width
for a double marker), with an overall
height of no more than thirty (30) inches
above ground level, including the foun-
dation. 
(c) The footing or foundation upon which
any marker or memorial must be placed
shall be constructed by the Township, or
such person(s) as may be designated by
the Township Board. Fees for such work
shall be set from time to time by resolu-
tion of the Township Board, and shall be
paid to the Township. 
(d) Should any monument or memorial
(including any monument or memorial
that was in place before this Ordinance
became effective) become unsightly, bro-
ken, moved off its proper site, dilapidated
or a safety hazard, the Township Board
shall have the right, at the expense of the
owner of the burial space, to correct the
condition or remove the same. The Town-
ship shall make reasonable attempts to
contact the owner of the burial space
prior to any such work beginning. 
(e) The maintenance, repair and upkeep
of a cemetery memorial, marker, urn, or
similar item is the responsibility of the
heirs or family of the person buried at that
location. The Township has no responsi-
bility or liability regarding the repair,
maintenance or upkeep regarding any
such marker, memorial, urn or similar
item. 
Section 8. Interment Regulations 
(a) Only one (1) person shall be buried in
a burial space with the following excep-
tions: 
i) Parent and infant child; 
ii) Two infants; 
iii) Person and cremains of four individ-
uals who are immediate family or next of
kin. However, the full burial must take
place first before the cremains are added.
Consent of all other immediate family
members by way of sworn affidavit pun-
ishable under penalties of perjury is re-
quired before cremains of immediate
family or next of kin will be allowed. 
b) The appropriate permit or form issued
by the Township for the burial space in-
volved, together with appropriate identi-
fication of the person to be buried therein
and the burial-transit permit from the
health department, shall be presented to
either the Township Sexton or the Town-
ship Clerk prior to interment. 
(c) The surface of all graves shall be kept
in an orderly and neat-appearing manner
within the confines of the burial space in-
volved. 
(d) Interments are limited to Monday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
unless another time is approved by the
Township Sexton. Interments will not be
allowed on holidays. 
Section 9. Disinterment 
(a) No disinterment or digging up of an
occupied grave shall occur until and un-
less any and all permits, licenses, and
written authorizations required by law for
such disinterment or digging up of an oc-
cupied grave have been obtained from
any applicable state or county agency,
governmental unit or official, and a copy
of the same has been filed with the Town-
ship. 
(b) The Township Board shall have the
authority to refuse to allow a disinterment
or the digging up an occupied grave is not
done pursuant to a court order issued by
a court of competent jurisdiction or does
not have a reasonable basis. 
Section 10. Winter Burials 
(a) No winter burials shall occur without
the prior consent of the Township Sexton.
If the winter burial is allowed, the Town-
ship may charge additional fees for winter
burials which will be set forth in a reso-
lution of the Township Board. Storage of
remains until burial can take place will
not be done by the Township. 
Section 11. Cremains 
(a) Human Cremains may be buried in a
container approved by the Township in a
burial space or in a columbarium that has
been installed by the Township within a
Township cemetery. Pet cremains in a
burial space are prohibited, however they
may be allowed in cremation headstones
designed for that purpose. 
(b) No cremains shall be scattered or dis-
persed within a Township cemetery. 
(c) There shall be no more than 6 cre-
mains per burial sight, and no more than
4 cremains per burial site that includes the
remains of a person. 
(d) Cremains may be placed in the marker
if designed to do so (cremation head-
stones) 
Section 12. Grounds Maintenance 
(a) Flower pots, urns and may be placed
and maintained at the head stones of
graves no earlier than May 1 and must be
removed no later than October 1 of each
year. Winter decoration’s and grave blan-
kets shall not be placed sooner than No-
vember 1 of each year and must be
removed by April 1st any such decora-
tion’s remaining after April 1st shall be
removed and destroyed. Decorations will
be permitted for holidays falling outside
of these dates, but only for one (1) week
prior and one (1) week following the hol-
iday. However, no decorations or items
will be allowed in the month of October
or the month of April to allow the Town-
ship to properly maintain the cemetery.
Veteran flags and flag holders shall be
governed by the Veteran’s Administration
rules and guidelines. There shall be no
more than three items per grave. 
(b) No grading, leveling or excavating
within a cemetery shall be allowed with-
out the prior permission of the Township
Sexton or the Township Clerk. Further-
more, no tree, shrub, landscaping or sim-
ilar plantings shall occur without the prior
permission of the Township Sexton or the
Township Clerk. 

(c) No flowers, shrubs, trees or vegetation
of any type shall be planted outside of an
urn. Any of the foregoing items planted
without Township approval will be re-
moved by the Township or the Township
Sexton. 
(d) The Township Board reserves the
right to remove or trim any existing trees,
plants or shrubs located within a ceme-
tery in the interest of maintaining proper
appearance and the use of the cemetery. 
(e) Mounds, bricks, blocks and any bor-
ders that hinder the free use of a lawn
mower or other gardening apparatus are
prohibited. 
(f) The Township Sexton shall have the
right and authority to remove and dispose
of any and all growth, emblems, displays,
containers and other items that through
decay, deterioration, damage or otherwise
become or are unsightly, a source of litter
or a maintenance problem. 
(g) Surfaces other than earth or sod are
prohibited. 
(h) All refuse of any kind or nature in-
cluding, but not limited to, dried flowers,
wreaths, papers and plastic flower con-
tainers must be removed from the ceme-
tery within 10 days after a burial. No
glass containers or items are allowed. 
i) Except for markers, memorials, flow-
ers, and urns expressly allowed by this
Ordinance, and veteran flags as author-
ized by law, no other item (including, but
not limited to, ornaments, signs, trellises,
statues, benches, landscaping, bricks,
stones, grave border materials or other
structures) shall be installed or main-
tained within a Township cemetery, nor
shall any grading, digging, mounding or
similar alteration of the ground or earth
occur except as authorized by this Ordi-
nance or by the Township. 
Section 13. Disclaimer of Township 
Liability and Responsibility 
Every person who enters, remains in and
travels within a Township cemetery does
so at their own risk. The Township is not
responsible for any injury, accident or
other calamity that might occur to any
person present in a Township cemetery. 
Furthermore, the Township is not respon-
sible for any damage or vandalism to,
theft of or deterioration of any burial
monument, headstone, flower urn or
other item placed at or near a burial space
or anywhere in a Township cemetery. The
purchaser or transferee of any burial
space by their purchase or acceptance of
the burial space expressly releases,
waives, indemnifies and holds harmless
the Township for, from and against any
injury, damages, causes of action, claims,
costs and expenses associated with, relat-
ing to or involving the burial space or
similar right, any headstone, monument
or similar items, and any matter related to
the cemetery involved. Such waiver, re-
lease and hold harmless provision shall
apply not only to the Township, but also
as to the Township Sexton and any Town-
ship employee, officer, official or agent. 
Section 14. Forfeiture of Vacant Burial
Spaces 
Burial spaces sold after the effective date
of this Ordinance and remaining vacant
for forty (40) years or more from the date
of their sale shall automatically revert to
the Township upon the occurrence of the
following events: 
(a) Notice shall be sent by the Township
Clerk by first-class mail to the last known
address of the last owner of record in-
forming him/her of the expiration of the
40-year period and that all rights with re-
spect to said burial spaces will be for-
feited if he/she does not affirmatively
indicate in writing to the Township Clerk
within sixty (60) days from the date of
mailing of such notice of his/her desire to
retain such burial rights; and 
(b) No written response to said notice in-
dicating a desire to retain the burial
spaces in question is received by the
Township Clerk from the last owner of
record of said spaces, or his/her heirs or
legal representative, within sixty (60)
days from the date of mailing of said no-
tice. 
Section 15. Repurchases of Burial
Spaces 
The Township will repurchase any ceme-
tery lots or burial spaces from the owner
for the original prices paid to the Town-
ship upon the written request of said
owner or his or her legal heirs or repre-
sentatives. No sale is valid to a person or
entity besides the Township without the
Township’s express approval. 
Section 16. Records 
The Township Clerk or Township Sexton
shall maintain records concerning all
burials, burial spaces, issuance of burial
permits and any other records of the
Township related to Township cemeter-
ies, and the same shall be open to public
inspection at all reasonable business
hours. 
Section 17. Vaults 
(a) All burials shall be within a standard
concrete vault (which meets all applica-
ble laws) installed or constructed in each
burial space before interment. Vaults of
other suitable materials may be allowed
at the discretion of the Township. 
Section 18. Cemetery Hours 
Unless otherwise specified by the Town-
ship Board by resolution, all Township
cemeteries shall be closed during the
hours from 9 p.m. until 7 a.m. dusk till
dawn next morning. During those hours,
no person shall be present in a Township
cemetery. Such prohibition on being pres-
ent in a Township cemetery during the
time when a Township cemetery is closed
shall not apply to the Township Sexton,
any Township official, a person accom-
panied by the Township Sexton or other
Township official, or any law enforce-
ment or firefighting official when en-
gaged in the lawful duties of any such
office or position. 
Section 19. Prohibited Uses and Activ-
ities 
The following prohibitions shall apply
within any Township cemetery: 
(a) No person shall destroy, deface, apply
graffiti to or otherwise injure any monu-
ment, sign, tree or other lawful item lo-
cated within a Township cemetery. 
(b) No person shall disturb the peace or
unreasonably annoy, harass or disturb any
other person who is lawfully present on
the grounds of any Township cemetery. 
(c) No vehicles shall be permitted to drive
on lawns or burial spaces in a cemetery,

except for those used by the Township to
maintain the grounds. 
(d) There shall be no entry or presence in
the cemetery by any person when the
cemetery is closed or outside of author-
ized times. 
(e) There shall be no destruction of ceme-
tery property. 
(f) There shall be no destruction, defac-
ing, cutting, etc., of any tree or plant
within 
a cemetery. 
(g) There shall be no headstones, orna-
ments, vases, plastic flowers, fences,
benches, trellises, statues, signs or any
other item placed, kept, installed or main-
tained in a cemetery except those ex-
pressly allowed by this Ordinance. 
(h) There shall be no disturbing of the
peace or engaging in any loud or boister-
ous conduct. 
(i) There shall be no digging, grading or
mounding unless expressly authorized by
this Ordinance. 
(j) There shall be no driving of an auto-
mobile, truck or any vehicle on any por-
tion of a cemetery except the designated
roads or drives. 
(k) There shall be no dirt bikes, motorcy-
cles, snowmobiles, four-wheelers, go-
carts or similar vehicles. 
(l) There shall be no gathering of persons
in excess of 75 people without prior
Township approval (except during or in-
cidental to a funeral occurring concurrent
with burial). 
(m) There shall be no disinterment or
grave openings unless approved by the
Township. 
(n) There shall be no possession or con-
sumption of any alcoholic beverage. 
(0) There shall be no picnicking or con-
sumption of food without prior Township
approval. 
(p) There shall be no music, playing of
any radio, or the use of any amplification
device or similar item, except pursuant to
a military ceremony or a funeral. 
(q) There shall be no solicitation or ped-
dling of services or goods or any signs or
placards advertising any goods or serv-
ices. 
(r) There shall be no littering or dumping. 
(s) There shall be no unlawful interfer-
ence with or disruption of a lawful fu-
neral or funeral procession. 
(t) There shall be no private signs, light-
ing, moving displays or changeable copy
on a sign. 
(u) There shall be no fires, candles or
open flames. 
(v) There shall be no exceeding of posted
speed limits. 
(w) There shall be no domestic animals
of any kind or pets allowed within the
cemetery grounds. However, this prohi-
bition shall not apply to service, support,
or therapy dogs . 
(x) No firearms or archery arrows shall
be discharged or shot except that military
or other veterans’ organizations may
carry arms for the purpose of firing over
the grave at the burial of a member. 
(y) No person shall engage in any fight,
quarrel or disturbance. 
(z) Cremains or ashes of a deceased per-
son shall not be scattered or dispersed. 
(aa) There shall be no dumping, vandal-
izing or tipping over of any lawful
garbage 
container or receptacle. 
Section 20. Authority of the Township
Sexton 
(a) The Township Board shall appoint a
Township Sexton, who shall serve at the
discretion of the Township Board. The
Township Sexton may be a Township em-
ployee or independent contractor for the
Township at the discretion of the Town-
ship Board. 
(b) The Township Sexton shall assist
other Township officials with the enforce-
ment and administration of this Ordi-
nance. 
(c) The Township Sexton shall have such
duties and obligations with regard to
Township cemeteries as may be specified
from time to time by the Township Board. 
Section 21. Fees 
The Township Board shall have the au-
thority to set fees pursuant to this Ordi-
nance from time to time by resolution.
Such fees can include, but are not limited
to, a fee or fees for a burial permit, disin-
terment permit, grave opening, setting of
foundations, grave closing, winter or hol-
iday burial, the price for a new burial
space, transfer fees for burial spaces, and
other matters. Any check for fees pur-
suant to this Ordinance should be made
out to the Township or the Township
Treasurer and not to the Sexton or any
other individual Township employee. 
Section 22. Applicability of this Ordi-
nance 
(a) This Ordinance shall apply only to
cemeteries owned, controlled or operated
by the Township. 
(b) The provisions of this Ordinance shall
not apply to Township officials or their
agents or designees involved with the up-
grading, maintenance, administration or
care of a Township cemetery. 
(c) The provisions of this Ordinance shall
not apply to police officers or firefighting
officials or officers involved in carrying
out their official duties. 
Section 23. Interpretation/Appeals to
the Township Board 
(a) The Township Board shall have the
authority to render binding interpretations
regarding any of the clauses, provisions
or regulations contained in this Ordinance
and any rule or regulation adopted pur-
suant to this Ordinance, as well as their
applicability. The Township Board (or its
designee) is also authorized to waive ap-
plication of the strict letter of any provi-
sion of this Ordinance or any rules or
regulations promulgated under this Ordi-
nance where practical difficulties in car-
rying out the strict letter of this Ordinance
or any rules or regulations related thereto
would result in hardship to a particular
person or persons or the public. Any such
waiver, however, must be of such a char-
acter as it will not impair the purposes
and intent of this Ordinance. 
(b) Any party aggrieved by any interpre-
tation or decision made by the Township
Sexton or any Township official, agent or
contractor pursuant to this Ordinance, as
well as any matter relating to a Township
cemetery, rights to a burial space, or other
matter arising pursuant to this Ordinance,
shall have the right to appeal that deter-

mination/decision or matter to the Town-
ship Board. Any such appeal shall be in
writing and shall be filed with the Town-
ship within thirty (30) days of the date of
the decision, determination or other mat-
ter being appealed from. 
The Township shall give the aggrieved
party who filed the written appeal with
the Township at least ten (10) days’ prior
written notice of the meeting at which the
Township Board will address the matter
unless an emergency is involved, in
which case the Township shall utilize rea-
sonable efforts to notify the aggrieved
party who filed the appeal of a special or
emergency meeting of the Township
Board at which the matter will be ad-
dressed. Pursuant to any such appeal, the
decision of the Township Board shall be
final. 
(c) The Township Board may set a fee or
fees for any such appeal from time to
time by resolution. 
Section 24. Authority of the Township
to Remove Unauthorized or Unlawful
items from a Township Cemetery 
Any monument, marker, planting, trellis,
personal item, urn, flowers or foliage
(whether real or artificial), structure, flag
(except for lawful veterans’ flags), or
other item that has been placed, installed,
left or maintained in any Township ceme-
tery in violation of this Ordinance, any
Township rule or regulation regarding
Township cemeteries, or any county, state
or federal law, statute or regulation may
be removed by the Township from the
Township cemetery at any time and de-
stroyed or disposed of by the Township
without any prior notice to, permission
from, or liability or obligation to the per-
son or persons who left, installed, main-
tained or kept such item in the Township
cemetery. No such item (including, but
not limited to, a monument, marker,
planting, trellis, personal item, urn, flow-
ers or foliage, structure, flag, or similar
item) can be installed, placed, maintained
or kept in a Township cemetery unless ex-
pressly authorized by this Ordinance or a
written rule or policy of the Township.
Even if such an item is authorized to be
installed, kept, maintained or left in a
Township cemetery, the Township shall
still have the discretion to remove any
such item at any time and dispose of the
same without prior notice to, consent
from or liability to the person or persons
who installed, maintained or left such
item in a Township cemetery. 
Section 25. Penalties 
A violation of this Ordinance (or of any
rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this
Ordinance) constitutes a municipal civil
infraction. Any person who violates, dis-
obeys, omits, neglects or refuses to com-
ply with any provision of this Ordinance,
or any permit or approval issued hereun-
der, or any amendment thereof, or any
person who knowingly or intentionally
aids or abets another person in violation
of this Ordinance, shall be in violation of
this Ordinance and shall be responsible
for a civil infraction. The civil fine for a
municipal civil infraction shall be not less
than one hundred dollars ($100) for the
first offense and not less than two hun-
dred dollars ($200) for subsequent of-
fenses, in the discretion of the court, in
addition to all other costs, damages, ex-
penses and remedies provided by law, in-
cluding, but not limited to, injunctive
relief. For purposes of this section, “sub-
sequent offense” means a violation of the
provisions of this Ordinance committed
by the same person within twelve (12)
months of a previous violation of the
same provision of this Ordinance or sim-
ilar provision of this Ordinance for which
said person admitted responsibility or
was adjudged to be responsible. Each day
during which any violation continues
shall be deemed a separate offense. 
A violation of any permit or permit con-
dition issued pursuant to this Ordinance
shall also constitute a violation of this Or-
dinance. 
Section 26. Township Officials Who
Can Enforce this Ordinance 
Unless otherwise specified by the Town-
ship Board by resolution, the following
officials or officers shall have the author-
ity to enforce this Ordinance and to issue
municipal civil infraction citations/tickets
pursuant to this Ordinance: 
a) Township Supervisor or Township
Clerk 
b) Township Sexton 
c) Township Zoning Administrator 
d) Township Ordinance Enforcement Of-
ficer 
e) Any peace officer as defined by Michi-
gan Complied Law 28.421(1)(h) 
Section 27. Severability 
The provisions of this Ordinance are
hereby declared to be severable and
should any provision, section or part
thereof be declared to be invalid or un-
constitutional by any court of competent
jurisdiction, such decision shall only af-
fect the particular provision, section or
part thereof involved in such decision and
shall not affect or invalidate the remain-
der of this Ordinance, which shall con-
tinue in full force and effect. 
Section 28. Effective Date; Conflicts 
This Ordinance shall become effective
thirty (30) days after a copy of this Ordi-
nance (or summary thereof) appears in
the newspaper. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict herewith are
hereby repealed. 

The above Ordinance was offered 
for adoption by Township Board Member 
and was seconded by 
Township Board Member, 
the vote being as follows: 

YEAS: Russel Rienas, Jesse Robinson,
Val Peters, Pennie Rienas, Chad Daniels 

NAYS: 0 
ABSENT/ABSTAIN: 0 
ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 
CERTIFICATION 
|hereby declare that the above is a true
copy of an ordinance adopted by the
Township Board at a Regular Board
Meeting held on June 3, 2019, at the Cass
City Gun Club, pursuant to the required
statutory procedures. 
Dated: June 3, 2019 
Respectfully submitted, 
By Pennie Rienas; Novesta Township
Clerk

Novesta Township Cemetery Ordinance
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“SELLING THE business was a very difficult decision. It’s hard to give up

something you love so much, brought so much joy, and (has been) a big part of

my life,” said veteran Cass City building contractor Tom Herron, who has sold

the business he formed in 1964.

Continued from page one.

Herron sells business

TUSCOLA County Sheriff’s Department Corrections

Officer Emily Cockerill graduated from the Delta Col-

lege Correction Officer Training Program last week, ac-

cording to Sheriff Glen Skrent. “Delta provides the

160-hour correction officer training mandated and ap-

proved by the Michigan Sheriff’s Coordinating and

Training Council (MSCTC), forming the foundation for

a successful career in corrections,” he explained.

Matt Klein added he is excited to add this new aspect to the family
business and to carry on Herron’s legacy in the Thumb.
As a builder, Herron has left his mark throughout the region, especially

in Cass City and Caro.
There is a map hanging in Herron’s office with yellow pins marking

the locations of his various projects. The northwest corner of the map
is crowded with yellow pins noting multiple housing projects in Cass
City as well as a few others scattered throughout the community and
the Thumb.
In 1972, Herron bought 10 acres in the corner of the village where he

built his first subdivision.
“I got a loan from the (former) Pinney Bank for that. It was paid off

in two years,” he recalled.
“It was a different era back then,” added Herron, who noted a man’s

word and a handshake closed many a deal.
“When that was done in 1974, I went back for another loan to build

Hillcrest Subdivision. The bank told me no because they felt the com-
munity didn’t need another subdivision. So, I went to a different bank
and got a loan,” Herron said.
When that subdivision was completed in 1978, he started construction

of Northwood Estates. He then built the Northwood Condominiums. In
1996, he started doing modular homes and founded Northwood Modu-
lar Homes, Inc.

“My most challenging project was building Walbro; that was a big
project,” Herron said, referring to the company that has locations in
Caro as well as Cass City.

Herron’s skills as a carpenter and builder can be seen in a number of
Caro locations, where his projects have included the Brentwood, Star
Brite restaurant, and remodeling the Capri, which is now the Oven
restaurant.

His residential and commercial construction thumbprints have also
been left on IGA grocery stores, car dealerships and a variety of other
businesses in the Thumb.
Of all of the structures he tackled, however, it was his first construction

project in 1965 that he takes the most pride in and is closest to his heart;
a house he built for Preston and Florence Karr outside of Gagetown.

“That helped get me started in construction. It is a ranch-style home.
Florence is 101-years old now. She still lives in that house, and it is still
just as I built it,” he said.

Besides helping launch his career, building the Karr house led to an-
other major life event for him – he found the woman he wanted to
marry, although he was hesitant to do so because of his financial situa-
tion.

“That Karr home helped get me going as a builder, and I was able to
marry Linda,” said Herron. “She has stood by me all of these years.
There has been a lot of ups and downs in the construction business, and
she has always stood by my side.”
When he started taking on construction work, the Herron kitchen table

was his office, a cigar box was his filing cabinet, and his wife served as
company bookkeeper.
Now, with retirement looming on the horizon, there is time for reflec-

tion.
Herron was just one when his mother passed away, leaving him to be

raised by his grandmother, Mary McDonald, and his step-grandfather,
Lawrence McDonald. He was 19 years old when his step-grandfather
passed away.
“The farm was sold then. That ended the dream of being a farmer,” he

said. “He was the one who encouraged me to take up carpentry work.
“The two things he taught me (were) to work hard, and to go to

church…I still do both.”
According to Herron, he always felt like he was alone when he was

growing up. He said he wasn’t a very good student, and he wasn’t pop-
ular in school, which made him kind of shy when he was attending the
former St. Agatha Catholic School in Gagetown and Cass City High
School.
He recalled his hopes and dreams of building a better life for himself.
“My life has gone beyond anything I had ever dreamed of for myself.

It’s been a good life. I have a good family. I had a good career that I
loved. I worked six-days a week; but because I enjoyed building so
much, it didn’t really seem like work,” said Herron as he choked back
the raw emotion of giving up a large part of his life.
“Selling the business was a very difficult decision. It’s hard to give up

something you love so much, brought so much joy, and (has been) a
big part of my life.”

One thing he said he won’t miss is all of the red-tape that goes hand-
in-hand with the construction trade today.

“Back when I started, you didn’t need a builder’s license and there
were no building codes with all of its rules and regulations,” Herron
explained. “When builders had to start being licensed, I think I got one
of the first ones issued.”

Aside from working six-day weeks, family demands also kept him
busy. His wife, Linda, had three children, which he adopted. They had
two children together, and they also adopted a boy.
While doing all of that, he also found time to give back to the commu-

nity. He was honored with the Lion of the Year Award in 1997 and was
named Cass City’s Citizen of the Year in 1983.
Although no longer doing construction, Herron is continuing to serve

the community as a Cass City Village trustee.

O-G students benefit from snow day forgiveness

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Because lawmakers approved
“forgiving” some extra days off
due to the extreme winter weather
conditions, the Owendale-Gage-
town School District will get out
a few days earlier than what had
been projected.

Students missed 14 days of
classes because of the weather, so
the last day of school was sched-
uled for Friday, 14, but thanks to
lawmakers, the school year ended
with a half-day of classes Tues-
day.
The Legislature approved forgiv-

ing four missed snow days from
Jan. 29-Feb. 1. Under state law,
school districts are allowed six
canceled days due to circum-

stances beyond their control such
as severe storms, fires, epidemics,
power outages, or water or sewer
failure. Districts can also petition
the state for three additional days
if necessary. However, even with
those additional days forgiven, it
wasn’t enough.
In other business during a recent

meeting, school Supt. Terri
Falkenberg reported district offi-
cials have been negotiating some
contracts.

The Owen-Gage Board of Edu-
cation went into a closed session
to discuss contracts for the dis-
trict’s administration secretary and
for the maintenance-transporta-
tion director, but took no action
after returning to open session.
According to the district’s admin-

istrative assistant, Mary Ann Min-

kler, the contracts expire June 30.
Also, the board again approved

accepting School of Choice stu-
dents.

Michigan’s School of Choice
program was introduced in 1996.
It provides students with addi-
tional enrollment opportunities,
including allowing students to de-
termine which school within the
resident district they will enroll,
and allowing non-resident stu-
dents to enroll in a district other
than their own.

The school board approved its
meeting schedule for the coming
year, with regular sessions sched-
uled to be held at 7 p.m. on the
fourth Wednesday of every month
in the school library (except for
November and December due to
the holidays). 


