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CHILD ADVOCACY Center of Tuscola County Director Kathleen

Sweeney is pictured above at the Caro-based facility with Tuscola County

Prosecutor Mark E. Reene, who says the center has had a significant im-

pact on the lives of young victims of sexual and serious physical abuse in

the county, as well as on the ability of law enforcement officials and pros-

ecutors to put perpetrators behind bars.

SUE NEMETH has been with the Kingston Community

School District for 35 years, including 25 years as kitchen

manager at Kingston Elementary School, here school of-

ficials estimate she has prepared roughly 1.3 million

lunches over the course of her tenure.

Sue Nemeth honored as Kingston Elementary’s
chief cook, bottle washer for the past 25 years

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

You’ll have to pardon Sue Nemeth if she looks
a bit worn out by late afternoon. After all, she’s
in charge of serving up nearly 600 meals a day
– not to mention a heaping helping of love —
to youngsters at Kingston Elementary School.
And the numbers add up. After 25 years on the

job, school officials figure Nemeth has served
roughly 1.3 million lunches alone during her
tenure in the cafeteria.

It’s a milestone that was recently recognized
by the Michigan Department of Education and
the School Nutrition Association of Michigan,
which presented her with a certificate recogniz-
ing her years of dedication.

Nemeth, who also goes by “the lunch lady”,
“Miss Sue” and – more formally – kitchen man-
ager of the Kingston Elementary cafeteria, has
actually been with the district full-time for 35
years, following in the footsteps of her parents.

Her mom was a secretary at the old high school
for several years, and her father worked as a jan-
itor/maintenance man for Kingston Community
Schools.
“I just started part-time in janitorial – here and

there when they needed me,” she recalled.
That was in 1980. Later, she took on full-time

work, wearing any number of hats. She ran
copies for teachers, worked in kindergarten
classrooms, supervised on the playground and,
of course, spent time helping out in the cafeteria,
where she was a ticket-taker (before computer
technology took over) and table washer.

Nemeth got her first taste of cafeteria work as
a youngster. “I worked in the cafeteria kitchen
in the sixth grade. Back then we (students) were
able to come in and help, and the lady I worked
for – she was like a second mom,” she said.

Nemeth later settled into the job of managing
the cafeteria. And while she’s single, she never

Please turn to page 7.

Richards pleads in stabbing

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City man charged in the stabbing of an acquaintance in Cass
City last summer has pleaded no contest to three felonies in Tuscola
County Circuit Court.
Cal Bradley Richards, 32, entered the pleas last week to charges of as-

sault with intent to commit great bodily harm less than murder, which
carries a penalty of up to life in prison or any term of years; and tam-

Please turn to page 2.

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The latest U.S. News and World Report’s annual Best High Schools
rankings place Cass City Junior-Senior High School near the top among
Thumb area schools based on factors measuring schools’ success in
serving students and preparing them for success.
The publication, considered a global authority in education rankings,

last week released its 2019 Best High Schools list – a new, revamped
edition of the rankings, providing the most comprehensive evaluation
of America’s public high schools ever produced by U.S. News, with
more than 17,000 schools nationwide ranked numerically – up from last
year’s 2,700 schools.
“Our mission with the Best High Schools rankings has always been to

educate families about the schools in their district,” said Anita Narayan,
managing editor of Education at U.S. News. “By evaluating more
schools than ever before, the new edition expands that focus so all com-
munities can see which schools in their area are successfully serving
their students – including historically underserved populations.”

In addition to expanded national rankings, U.S. News released ex-
panded rankings for all eligible public high schools in each state, as
well as the best charter schools and best magnet schools.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

More than 4 ½ years after the owner of Erla’s Food Center closed the
doors to Cass City’s only grocery store, officials say local residents will
soon be able to do their grocery shopping in town once again — maybe
in a matter of weeks.

The Cass City Planning Commission approved the site plan for what
is expected to be called Ben’s Fresh Neighborhood Market during a
special meeting last week.
The new business will be housed inside the former Erla’s Food Center

building at 6233 Church St., which has been undergoing extensive ren-
ovations on and off for months.
About two dozen residents attended Tuesday’s 35-minute meeting. In

the end, the planning commission unanimously approved developer Jim
Zyrowski’s site plan for the new business, which will be part of Zy-

Superhero walk/run set May 31

Please turn to page 6.

The sixth annual Superhero Run to benefit the Child Advocacy
Center of Tuscola County has been scheduled for Friday, May 31,
in Caro.

“One Time, one Place, one Person: Superheroes Making a Differ-
ence” is the theme of the scenic 5K walk and run. The event was
moved up a week this year to coincide with the 30th annual Cars
and Crafts Show in downtown Caro May 31-June 1, in order to offer
everyone plenty of family-friendly activities, according to local
Child Advocacy Center Director Kathleen Sweeney.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kathleen Sweeney is looking
for a few good superheroes. You
needn’t possess super powers to
apply – just a pair of
running/walking shoes and a
willingness to participate in a
fundraiser that will benefit Tus-
cola County’s youngest victims
of sexual and physical abuse.

Sweeney is executive director
of the Child Advocacy Center
of Tuscola County (CACTC),
which will be hosting its sixth
annual Superhero Run Friday,
May 31, to raise funds to help
support the CACTC.

“One Time, one Place, one
Person: Superheroes Making a
Difference” is the theme of the
scenic 5K walk and run, which
was moved up a week this year
to coincide with the 30th annual
Cars and Crafts Show in down-
town Caro May 31-June 1, in
order to offer everyone plenty
of family-friendly activities (see
details and registration informa-

tion in related story).
The Superhero Run is one of

three or four major fundraisers or-
ganized annually by CACTC offi-
cials.

The run/walk generally draws
100 to 150 participants and gener-

ates between $5,000 and $7,000,
according to Sweeney, who says
the money raised is vital to contin-
uing the work of the CACTC.

“It’s very important. We are a
Please turn to page 6.

non-profit. We have a few
grants we have been awarded,
but they seem to keep whittling
down,” she added.
The CACTC is one of 33 cen-

ters that are part of the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Centers of

Michigan network, each provid-
ing a coordinated response to
child abuse allegations and con-
ducting forensic interviews with
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Narayan explained the 2019
rankings take a “holistic ap-
proach” to evaluating schools,
looking at six factors: college
readiness, reading and math profi-
ciency, reading and math perform-
ance, underserved student
performance, college curriculum
breadth and graduation rates.

She noted the college readiness
evaluations were based on partic-
ipation and performance on ad-
vanced placement (AP) and
International Baccalaureate (IB)
exams.
The individual state rankings list

a total of 650 junior-senior high
schools in Michigan.

Area school rankings

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School was ranked at 198th over-
all in the state and finished in the
top one-third of the national rank-
ings at 5,540th out of the 17,245
schools reviewed across the na-
tion. The report lists the district’s
AP exam participation rate at 17
percent and its graduation rate at
92 percent (based on an enroll-
ment of 284). Nearly 40 percent of
the junior-senior high school stu-
dents are considered to be eco-
nomically disadvantaged.

Among Tuscola County school
districts, Unionville-Sebewaing
Area was the only high school
ranked higher than Cass City, fin-
ishing at 132nd.

Other county schools and their
state rankings are: Akron-Fair-
grove Junior-Senior High School
(437th), Caro High School
(209th), Kingston High School
(374th), Mayville High School
(listed among districts ranked
457th-650th), Millington High
School (326th), Reese High
School (284th) and Vassar Senior
High School (listed among dis-
tricts ranked 457th-650th).
Other upper Thumb districts rec-

ognized in the rankings were Ubly
Community High School (342nd),
Marlette Junior-Senior High
School (236th), Bad Axe High
School (205th), Harbor Beach
Community High School (248th),
Laker High School (listed among
districts ranked 457th-650th),
Croswell-Lexington High School
(145th) and Sandusky Junior-Se-
nior High School (244th).

Also in the Thumb region,
Frankenmuth was listed near the
top of the statewide rankings at
29th.

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School previously earned national
recognition as a top-performing
school in the U.S. News and
World Report’s 2017 and 2018
Best High School reports, includ-
ing a ranking of 120th in Michi-

Continued from page one.

National, state school rankings released

Huron suspect nabbed in boat damage
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
have arrested a suspect in a nearly
three-year-old case involving van-
dalism and theft totaling thou-
sands of dollars.

“Back on June 12, 2016, our of-
fice investigated an incident that
involved several thousand dollars
of damage being done to a 1974
24-foot Sea Ray boat. This oc-
curred in a shed on Verona Road
in Port Austin Township,” Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson said last week.

“Boat owner Troy Kosinski of
Port Austin reported that among

the numerous acts of destruction,
several holes were drilled in the
boat’s hull, floor, engine and gas
tank. Several hundred dollars of
fishing equipment and a GPS
were also taken.

“The total damage far out-
weighed the uninsured boat’s
value, making it a total loss,” Han-
son added, noting evidence was
gathered at the scene and the
owner offered a $2,000 reward for
information related to the crime.
“Approximately 60 days ago, in-

formation was received that a sus-
pect had been talking about the
incident to others, and our
deputies followed up on it. In the

process, witnesses were identified
and statements were given by
them,” the sheriff said.

Officers were able to secure a
two-count felony warrant charg-
ing Travis M. Kosinski, 39, of
Port Austin, with breaking and en-
tering warrant with intent to cause
damage, and larceny.

Hanson said Kosinski was sub-
sequently arrested and booked
into the Huron County Jail. He
also appeared in Huron County
District Court, where he was for-
mally arraigned and then released
after posting a $500 bond.

His next court date has yet to be
scheduled.

gan last year.
However, the study’s authors em-

phasized that this year’s results
cannot be compared to the previ-
ous years’ rankings.

In short, explained Robert
Morse, chief data strategist at U.S.
News, the new methodology as-
signs weights to six factors and
then produces an overall score on
which the ranking is based – com-
pared to the previous methodol-
ogy, which involved a four-step
process in which the final step
used college readiness as the sole
basis to determine a school’s nu-
merical rank.

“We enhanced the methodology
to provide an even more compre-
hensive ranking that is easier to
understand and, therefore, more
useful to parents and educators,”
Morse said. “Now, each school’s
score correlates to its national per-
centile – a school with a score of
70 is in the 70th percentile and
ranks higher than 70% of schools.
Going forward, this methodology
will allow for intuitive compar-
isons of a school’s performance
year after year.”
The Best High Schools rankings

are available on usnews.com and
include data on a variety of fac-
tors, such as enrollment, student
diversity, participation in free and
reduced-price lunch programs,
graduation rates and the results of
state assessments.

More than scores

Cass City School officials indi-
cated they’re pleased with the
local district’s listing in the new
Best High Schools rankings,
which come in the wake of other
reports pointing to Cass City’s
gains in improving academic
achievement.

Last year, for example, the re-
sults of the SAT college entrance
exam taken by last year’s high
school juniors – this year’s seniors
– revealed the Cass City High
School Class of 2019 posted the
highest composite score among all
neighboring school districts in
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac coun-
ties.

The district’s younger students,
meanwhile, topped both county
and state average scores in nearly
every subject and category on the
standardized M-STEP (Michigan
Student Test of Educational
Progress) exam.
“It always comes back to how we

did locally among other schools in
the area,” commented Cass City
Schools Supt. Jeff Hartel. He
along with high school Principal
Chad Daniels noted Cass City has
consistently demonstrated signifi-
cant academic achievement levels
in various studies and school rank-
ing reports.

“But this is about more than tak-
ing the tests; we’re looking at the
whole child, and some of (these
reports) reflect that,” Hartel said,
adding that focus includes striving
to ensure every students’ nutri-
tional needs are being met through
its backpack and food service pro-
grams.

And, aside from targeting aca-
demic achievement, he explained,
the Cass City Public Schools has
integrated an aggressive
career/college readiness program
that includes a required Senior
Seminar class – unique to Cass
City – that covers topics ranging
from independent living and per-
sonal finances to successfully nav-
igating college life or directly
entering the workforce.

The district employs a full-time
nurse, social worker and dean of
students (college and career guid-
ance counselor) and offers older
students special programming that
exposes them to important issues
such as suicide prevention and the
dangers of sexting, he added.

That multi-faceted approach to
preparing kids for life after high
school graduation is why Hartel is
quick to dispute suggestions that
Cass City’s educational focus is
on teaching students to pass stan-
dardized exams.

The district is required to follow
the Common Core curriculum,
and if you’re doing that well,
you’re going to do well on the M-
STEP and the SAT testing, Hartel
said.

pering with evidence and lying to
a peace officer, each punishable
by up to four years in prison
and/or a maximum fine of $5,000.

Richards has remained jailed
since his arrest. A pre-sentence in-
vestigation was ordered following
his pleas last week, his bond was
continued at $500,000 and he was
remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

The case stems from a late-night
confrontation that turned violent
July 19 between Richards and an-
other man. Richards allegedly
stabbed the victim multiple times.

The assault took place just after
11 p.m. in the area of Pine and
Brooker streets. Police said the
confrontation took place in the
street, and that the two men knew
each other.

Richards felt the victim had al-
legedly taken something that be-
longed to him months prior to the
assault, according to reports. Po-
lice said alcohol was involved in
the confrontation, which escalated
until Richards allegedly pulled out
a small folding knife with a three-
to four-inch blade and stabbed the
victim multiple times in the upper
torso – in front and behind.

The victim, identified only as a
37-year-old Cass City resident,
was transported to a hospital
where he underwent surgery and
went on to recover from his
wounds.

Richards’ girlfriend, Ashley Eliz-
abeth-Michelle Smith, 31, of Cass
City, was also charged in the case
in circuit court and has since been
convicted and sentenced to 365
days the county jail.
Smith, who pleaded no contest to

two counts of lying to a peace of-
ficer conducting a violent crime
investigation, was also placed on
probation for 24 months and or-
dered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $1,026.

Continued from page one.

Richards pleads
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

The real truth behind Godzilla

cried big time because I was an expectant mother.
As the late commentator Paul Harvey would say,

that’s “the rest of the story.”

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

As I write this column, the scene from the 1992
movie, “A Few Good Men”, by Rob Reiner plays in
my mind.

It’s the scene where Col. Nathan R. Jessep (played
by Jack Nicholson) shouts, “You can’t handle the
truth!”
Back when I started being a journalist, I always had

a mini-Godzilla close by. At first my scaly green
buddy sat beside my typewriter when I used to write
on a card-table in a hallway in the old farmhouse that
was a makeshift office.
As my career expanded to include freelance writing

for nine newspapers and two radio stations, I up-
graded to a drop-leaf table and an office chair from a
garage sale in the corner of the guest bedroom. My
Godzilla was by my computer.

In the 1990s when I became a staff writer, “Zilla”,
as I started to call him, also made the transition to sit
on top of my office computer.
Even now that I’m semi-retired and back to being a

freelance journalist, Zilla is still close by.
Over the years, I’ve been asked many, many times

why I had a toy Godzilla on my desk. My standard
response was just that I like his movies, which was
partly true. I’ve seen every Godzilla movie ever
made, several times.
The truth — if you can handle the truth – is that Zilla

was part of a college writing assignment, and he was
part of my kids’ childhoods. My two sons were also
big Godzilla fans when they were little.
As part of a writing assignment back when I was at-

tending Jordan College when it was in Cass City, the
teacher had us each write down on slips of paper a
who, a what, a where and a when to put in bowls.
Each student had to draw a slip of paper from each
of the four categories. The Who I drew was a “boy
named Davey.” The What I drew said Godzilla. For
the Where category, the slip said woods, and the
when was the 1950s.

From that jumble of clues, I wrote a short story
about a boy named Davey who went hunting in the
woods with his dog. The boy ended up accidentally
shooting himself. As the boy waited to die, he talked
to his dog about his memories, the love for his
mother, how sorry he was for doing such a stupid
thing as shooting himself. As the boy reminisced, he
told his dog about how he and his mother would say
to each other, “love you like Godzilla,” which also
was a saying with my family to say how much we
loved each other because we all loved Godzilla.

Anyway, in the story, the dog stayed by the kid’s
side long after his master had passed away. It took a
search party several days to find the boy and his dog.
As soon as the search party finds Davey, the dog dies
also to protect his boy so he doesn’t fall from the
clouds when he is an angel (I know; sappy, right?).

The story got the attention of my creative writing
teacher, who said I was very talented but that only a
very few writers can make a living writing short sto-
ries or books. She directed me towards being a free-
lance writer for newspapers.
Also, the night before I had to have a C-section for

my youngest son, there was a Godzilla marathon on
television. As I watched Godzilla’s son, Godzuki, try
to breathe fire but could only blow smoke rings, I
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Editor,

In 2009, Dolly Misch and Linda Derfiny started
“Nice Twice”, a small service project to provide
young women with the opportunity of obtaining
suits for job interviews. With donations of gently-
used clothing from the community, they worked out
of a room at the United Methodist church.

The inventory grew and, within a year, they out-
grew the space. Jim Kranz offered several rooms at
the back of the former funeral home building down-
town where Nice Twice continued. When Linda left
town after retiring from the Cass City Public
Schools, I agreed to help out in her place.
Professional clothing for interviews, as well as out-

fits for other events such as funerals, court dates,
weddings and jobs were made available along with

It’s vital to stay on
top of vaccinations

The worst measles outbreak in 25 years in the United
States has national and state health officials again urg-
ing families to protect themselves by ensuring their im-
munizations are up-to-date.

Between Jan. 1 and April 26, more than 704 individ-
ual cases of measles have been confirmed in 22 states,
including Michigan – the largest number of cases re-
ported in the nation since 1994 and since measles was
declared eliminated in 2000, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Routine childhood immunizations protect children
from 14 vaccine-preventable diseases by the age of two.
During the recent National Infant Immunization Week
(NIIW), Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) officials reminded Michiganders to
make sure their children are fully vaccinated on time
for the best possible protection from these serious dis-
eases.
Vaccination is one of the most successful and cost-ef-

fective public health achievements. Globally, vaccina-
tions prevent two to three million deaths each year.

Measles is a very contagious disease caused by a
virus. It spreads through the air when an infected per-
son coughs or sneezes. Measles starts with fever. Soon
after, it causes a cough, runny nose and red eyes. Then
a rash of tiny, red spots breaks out. It starts at the head
and spreads to the rest of the body.

Measles can be prevented with MMR vaccine. The
vaccine protects against three diseases: measles,
mumps, and rubella. The CDC recommends children
get two doses of MMR vaccine, starting with the first
dose at 12 through 15 months of age, and the second
dose at four through six years of age. Teens and adults
should also be up-to-date on their MMR vaccination.

The MMR vaccine is very safe and effective. Two
doses of MMR vaccine are about 97% effective at pre-
venting measles; one dose is about 93% effective.
CDC officials say measles outbreaks are typically the

result of an increase in the number of travelers who get
measles abroad and bring it into the U.S. (measles is
still common in many parts of the world, including
some countries in Europe, Asia, the Pacific and Africa),
and/or pockets of low-vaccination coverage that allow
the disease to make a resurgence.

The majority of people who get the measles were un-
vaccinated.

This year’s outbreak includes 43 confirmed cases in
Michigan as of mid-April – the most cases in a year
since 1991.

“Now more than ever, it is important to make sure
Michiganders, especially children, are up-to-date on
all recommended immunizations,” said Dr. Joneigh
Khaldun, MDHHS chief medical executive and chief
deputy director for health. “Vaccines are safe and ef-
fective, and the best way to protect yourself against dis-
eases like measles, hepatitis A, whooping cough and
influenza.”
In an effort to help parents protect their children from

serious vaccine-preventable diseases, MDHHS partic-
ipates in the I Vaccinate campaign. I Vaccinate pro-
vides the facts parents need to make informed decisions
about vaccinations. For more information about im-
munizations and the I Vaccinate campaign, visit IVac-
cinate.org.

This year the local Lion’s Club collected $1,492.71
during their recent annual White Cane Fundraiser.
The money donated during the 2-day drive – held at
the corner of Main and Seeger streets - is used for
programs that assist blind and other visually impaired
people in Michigan.  Cass City Lions have raised
more than $11,000 in the past year to support numer-
ous projects such as Eversight Michigan (eye bank),
Leader Dogs for the Blind, Lions Bear Lake Camp
as well as eye exams and eye care for local residents
in need.  In addition to eye care, funds are used to
support local projects, scholarships to high school
seniors and numerous local activities, according to
Lion’s Club Treasurer Eric Brown, adding, More
than 80 years ago, Lions Clubs began using white
canes with a red band to assist the blind in achieving
independent mobility. Today, a white cane univer-
sally acknowledges that the bearer is blind. White
Cane Laws are enacted in every state and in many
other countries, providing blind persons a legal right-
of-way when traffic is present.

**********    

Pheasant hunters soon may be finding and harvest-
ing more pheasants afield in the state, thanks to a
Michigan Pheasant Hunting Initiative that will in-
volve the release of rooster pheasants over the next
two seasons in state game areas across the southern
Lower Peninsula.

The areas selected for those releases include the
Minden City State Game Area in Sanilac County.
The Michigan Legislature passed Public Act 618 of

2018, which appropriated $260,000 from the general
fund to the Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) for a pheasant release program during
the fall of 2019 and 2020.

“This legislation was made possible through the
partnership of the Michigan Pheasant Hunters Initia-
tive and Michigan United Conservation Clubs
(MUCC),” explained Amy Trotter, executive director
of MUCC.

“Releasing pheasants on state game areas was
widely supported among our membership through
our grassroots resolution process and was one of the
recommendations made by the blue-ribbon advisory
group charged with the responsibility to examine the
uses of southern Michigan state game areas. The
group recommended elevating small game hunting
as a management output for state game areas.”

The pheasant releases will be divided into two pe-
riods: October-November and December.

“A limited number of roosters will be released at
each site throughout the pheasant hunting season in
an effort to reinvigorate pheasant hunting in Michi-
gan,” said Al Stewart, DNR upland game bird spe-
cialist. “In addition to increased hunting
opportunities, folks will have the chance to put a de-
licious meal on their table.”
Stewart said that the initiative partners hope hunters

take advantage of these additional pheasant hunting
opportunities in the southeastern and southwestern
regions of the state, and that includes exposing a new
generation of hunters to the thrill of Michigan pheas-
ant hunting.
The pheasant releases are happening in partnership

with the Michigan Association of Gamebird Breeders
and Hunting Preserves. Association members will re-
lease birds on a weekly basis at designated game
areas.

“We are pleased to have the opportunity to partner
with the Michigan DNR on this project,” said Lyle
Jaworski, president of the Michigan Association of
Gamebird Breeders and Hunting Preserves. “One of
the goals of the hunting preserves and gamebird
breeders is to help maintain and expand pheasant
hunting in Michigan.”

Pheasant hunting in Michigan is opened for male
pheasants only with a two-bird daily bag limit. In
zones two and three (Lower Peninsula), pheasant
hunting is open Oct. 20 through Nov. 14 and in select
portions of Zone Three Dec. 1 through Jan. 1. In se-
lect areas of Zone One (Upper Peninsula), pheasant
hunting is open Oct. 10-31.

Pheasant hunters will need a free pheasant/sharp-
tailed grouse endorsement on their hunting license.
Anyone hunting pheasants will need this endorse-
ment except those hunting pheasant only on hunting
preserves.
This free endorsement will help to identify the num-

ber of pheasant and sharp-tailed grouse hunters in
Michigan. It also will allow the DNR to survey a
sample of these hunters to get their input about the
management of this important bird species, as well
as on possible changes for the 2020 release strategy.

Sportsmen can learn more about small game hunt-
ing opportunities in Michigan by visiting the website
Michigan.gov/Hunting.   

Nice Twice volunteers
closing door on project

Please turn to page 16.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Justin L. Fountain, 41,
Mayville, was sentenced to 23
months to seven years in prison
following his pleas of no contest
to five counts of using a computer
to commit a crime and six counts
of accosting a child for immoral
purposes between Sept. 1 and
Sept. 28 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $938.
*Calvin A. Keeley, 35, Saginaw,

was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following his plea of no
contest to domestic violence, third
offense, Jan. 7 in Denmark Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 24 months
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,258.

*Joshua W. Cook, 36, Vassar,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following his pleas of no
contest to receiving and conceal-
ing stolen firearms and possession
of a firearm by a felon between

May 19 and May 29 in Vassar
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 60
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,326.

*Randy E. Dibble, 67, Deford,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 60 months probation follow-
ing his conviction on 10 counts of
possession of a firearm by a felon
and one count of possession of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony Nov. 3 in Kingston Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time and pro-
bation, he was ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,688.

*Shane L. Trisch, 44, Caro, re-
ceived a three-month delayed sen-
tence following his conviction on
a charge of possession of mari-
juana or synthetic equivalent, sec-
ond offense, Nov. 3 in Fremont
Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling 758.
*James A. Leeseberg, 50,

Mikado, pleaded no contest to
two counts of fleeing and eluding
a police officer and one count
each of assaulting, resisting or ob-

structing a police officer and op-
erating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor
March 3, 2018, in Denmark
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $200,000. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*Stephen T. List, 21, Saginaw,
pleaded guilty to breaking and en-
tering – entry without breaking –
with intent to commit larceny
Sept. 14-16 in Reese.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was set at $5,000
and the defendant was remanded
to the custody of the sheriff’s de-
partment. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Jerry J. Erla, 34, Caro, pleaded

guilty to possession of a con-
trolled substance, second offense,
July 2 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Zachary S. Ellis, 24, Vassar,
was sentenced to seven days in
jail following his pleas of no con-
test to two counts of unlawful use
of a motor vehicle Aug. 21 in Vas-
sar Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $875.
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����		�� Thumb school officials mulling
over state snow day legislation

Victim in fatal traffic crash identified

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although Michigan lawmakers
recently approved legislation for-
giving an additional four missed
snow days, Jan. 29 through Feb. 1,
Thumb school officials are not
rushing to further revise their cal-
endars.

One of the reasons for the delay
is the fact that House Bill 4206
still needs Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer’s signature. Another stems
from calendar adjustments already
implemented by school officials in
most area districts.

“I don’t get too excited about
news like this. If and when Gov.
Whitmer signs the bill, I will have
a discussion with my board of ed-
ucation before making any final
decisions on the direction the dis-
trict will take,” said Owen-Gage
School Supt. Terri Falkenberg.

Owen-Gage Schools racked up
14 missed days due to snow
storms and icy roads.
Under Michigan law, school dis-

tricts are allowed six canceled
days due to circumstances beyond
their control such as severe
storms, fires, illness outbreak,
power outages and water or sewer
failure. Districts can also petition
the state for three additional days,
but they must show a need for
extra time along with the inability
to reschedule missed days later in
the school year.

Although Falkenberg requested
and was approved for those addi-
tional days, that was not enough to
meet state requirements – the dis-
trict was still five days short in
meeting the minimum number of

hours and days required by the
state for instruction.

At this point, Owen-Gage’s last
day of school will be June 14, ac-
cording to Falkenberg, who noted
the last day would have been set
even later if the state had not ap-
proved a waiver last year to start
classes three days before Labor
Day.

Previously, schools were re-
quired to start the school year after
Labor Day.
“I like the overall intention of the

bill — it was not our fault that so
many days were cancelled due to
severe weather — but I have con-
cerns about hourly employees los-
ing out on wages when these days
are forgiven,” said Cass City
School Supt. Jeff Hartel. “We will
look at other ways for hourly em-
ployees to make up some or all of
these wages if at all possible.”
The Cass City Public Schools has

missed 13 days because of the
weather this year.
Rather than wait to the end of the

school year, local school officials
started making adjustments in
February to help offset missed
days. Instead of having Feb. 18 off
as scheduled, it was used as a full
day of classes. And, although
there was no school scheduled for
May 24, the plan approved back in
February changed those plans by
scheduling a half-day of classes.
That might change now depend-

ing on what the state does.
Hartel also has concerns about

losing so many instructional days.
“Will all the curriculum get

taught by teachers and mastered
by students? If not, what is missed
and what affects will it have on fu-

ture learning?” he questioned.
“We will do what the state allows
us to do and move on and hope for
milder weather next winter.”

Kingston School Supt. Matt
Drake is also taking a wait-and-
see approach.

“I don’t know where the ‘four
days’ comes from. I thought it was
going to be three or two days,”
said Drake, who previously sent
letters out to district residents out-
lining two different scenarios.

“In one scenario, we made up
four days — without forgiveness
for the state of emergency days. In
another (scenario), we made up
two days taking into account for-
giveness for two state of emer-
gency days,” Drake explained.

“I will wait and see what finally
happens. We have been watching
this situation since January,” he
said. “I did not have a plan for
four forgiveness days.”

The Kingston School District
missed 13 days because of the
weather.
Drake says he’s grateful for hav-

ing been able to start the 2018-19
school year before Labor Day.

“Kingston was scheduled to get
out of school on June 7 this year,
but if we have to go an extra
week, it will put us back to where
we had gotten out of school his-
torically,” he noted.
Students in the Ubly Community

School District missed 10 days
because of the weather this past
winter.
State law requires school districts

to provide at least 1,098 hours of
instruction per year during a min-
imum of 180 days of classes.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputies last week identified the
victim in a single-vehicle traffic
crash south of Cass City as 22-
year-old Logan Raymond of Cass
City.

The accident was reported at
about 6 a.m. Monday, April 29, on
Cemetery Road near Shabbona
Road in Novesta Township.

Sheriff’s department investiga-
tors determined that Raymond
was driving northbound on North
Cemetery Road when he lost con-
trol of his vehicle, which entered

the east ditch and struck a downed
tree, coming to rest on its side.

Raymond was a 2015 Cass City
High School graduate. His funeral
services were held Friday at the
Novesta Church of Christ.

A complete obituary appears in
this issue of the Chronicle.

Deputies seeking driver who fled after crash

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sheriff’s deputies are looking for
the driver of a pickup truck who
fled the scene of a two-vehicle
crash Sunday night in Tuscola
County’s Arbela Township.

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent reported officers responded
to the corner of Bray and Barnes
roads at 6:42 p.m.

“They found two vehicles over-
turned near the intersection.  A 60-
year-old female driver from
Mount Morris was seriously in-
jured,” Skrent said. “She had been
alone in her Ford Ranger truck,
traveling southbound on Bray and
was struck by a driver in a Chevy
Silverado that had failed to yield
at the intersection of Barnes Road
while traveling westbound.”

Witnesses reported the driver of
the Silverado helped the woman

out of her vehicle and then fled
into the field.

“The Tuscola County K-9 was
called and tracked the suspect
over a mile, finding some drops of
blood along the way,” Skrent said.
“However, the track was lost in
water.  Other attempts were made
to find the driver but failed. Fol-
low-up is being conducted on the
crash and the report will be turned
over to the prosecutor’s office for
review and charges.”
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Our mothers are
amazing, right?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

For Cass City resident Lena
Maleck, family and friends are
some of the most important things
in life. Maleck, who has lived in
Cass City all her life, has three
children, six grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren. She
loves to treat her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren with
something special when they
come to visit, and go outside and
play with them. “My children and
my family, they are my priority,”
she said. “I try to have a care
package waiting for them when
they visit.” Because her children
do not live in the area, Maleck
doesn’t get to see her family all
the time, but it is nice when she
does. For Mother’s Day, one of
her sons visited and took her out
to eat in town. During the summer,
one of Maleck’s favorite hobbies
is to spend time outside. Among
the activities she enjoys is work-
ing in her yard. “One of my fa-
vorite things to do is go and take
care of my lawn,” she said. “I
don’t have a garden, but I like to
go and mow the grass.” Maleck
said she loves living in Cass City,
and would not change a thing
about it. She said it is a safe and
friendly town, and a nice place to
live. “I’ve been in it so long, I like
it just the way it is,” she said.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Stephen Roemer has been named
Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
April. During his high school ca-
reer, Roemer has been a member
of the basketball team for 2 years,
the baseball team in his junior
year and the golf team all 4 years.
He was also a member of the
Owen-Gage bands, including pep
and marching band, during the
first 3 years.

It was no surprise the Cass City
golf team won its 4th Greater
Thumb West Jamboree Friday at
Scenic Golf and Country Club.
Nobody, however, would have
thought it would be Red Hawk
Aaron Bader leading the way with
a dandy round of 38 to post
medalist honors on the Pigeon
course. “Aaron posted his first
score in the 30s in a league meet,”
said Coach Jon Zdrojewski.
Adding, “The team is scoring very
well and this is the time of year we
need that with districts and region-
als only a couple of weeks away.”
Charles H. Volz, CFP, a financial

representative with Thrivent Fi-
nancial for Lutherans, has quali-
fied for the organization’s
prestigious Summit Circle for
2008 achievements. In order to
qualify for the Summit Circle,
Volz demonstrated outstanding
sales and service to members.
Volz, of Cass City, is with
Thrivent Financial’s Michigan Re-
gional Financial Office, and
serves Lutherans and their family
members in the surrounding com-
munities by providing financial
guidance and solutions to help
them achieve their financial goals.
Fewer than 200 of Thrivent Finan-
cial’s 2,600 financial representa-
tives qualified for the Summit
Circle. Volz has been with
Thrivent Financial and its prede-
cessor organizations for 16 years
and has been recognized for his
performance 12 times.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Kenneth Micklash, 11, of Cass
City, made the Dean’s Honor List
for the fall term 1993 at the Uni-
versity of Michigan College of
Engineering. 

Jeffery Bader, of Decker, has
been named recipient of the “Stu-
dent Employee of the Year - Hon-
orable Mention” award at Spring
Arbor College. Bader is a senior at
the college, majoring in Christian
ministries. He is the son of Robert
and Shirley Bader of Decker. To
qualify for this award, student em-
ployees are evaluated for their re-
liability, quality of work,
initiative, professionalism and

An early Mother’s Day gathering
for Mrs. Lawrence Buehrly and
Mrs. Dale Buehrly was enjoyed
by the family Sunday when Mr.
and Mrs. Lawrence Buehrly, Mr.
and Mrs. Dale Buehrly and chil-
dren, Don Buehrly and Miss Es-
ther Buehrly had dinner at
Frankenmuth.

A Decker man placed in pony
races Sunday, May 4, at Emmett
sponsored by the Blue Water Pony
Trotting Association Milton Erard,
Decker, won the 3rd division with
“Dusty” who is owned by Erard
Animal Research Farm. Driven by
Bryce Erard, “Dusty” placed first
in Children’s Race “B.”

75 YEARS AGO (1944)
One of the loveliest weddings of

the year was the one uniting in
marriage, Miss Isabel M. Brad-
shaw, daughter of Mrs. S. A. Brad-
shaw and the late Dr. Bradshaw, of
Cass City, and Lt. Patrick R. Whe-
lan, son of Mr. and Mrs. P. A.
Whelan, of Tobyhanna, Pa. The
wedding took place Saturday
evening, May 6, at Camp Grant,
Ill., in the post chapel which was
fittingly decorated with baskets of
flowers and candelabra. Only
close relatives and a few friends of
the couple attended the rites. The
double ring service was used with
Chaplain Schneider officiating.

A program, honoring Mrs.
Chester Graham, incoming presi-
dent of the East Central district of
the Michigan Federation of
Women’s Clubs, was given Tues-
day afternoon at the home of Mrs.
Walter Schell by the Cass City
Woman’s Study club. About 60
were in attendance. Mrs. M. E.
Vender gave a fine talk on “Japan-
ese relocation Work” and music
was presented by Miss Marilyn
Pomoroy of Caro, a student of
piano under Mrs. Lucy Lee of
Cass City. Mrs. A. J. Knapp, with
a few well-chosen words, pre-
sented Mrs. Graham with a gift
from the club. Mrs. Graham re-
sponded in a fitting manner.

First Lt. Harry B. Wentworth,
who has been stationed at Willow
Run, telephoned his aunt, Mrs.
Wm. Patch, Monday that he was
leaving at midnight for Fort
Worth, Texas. His new address is
1st Lt. Harry B. Wentworth, A. F.
E. R. C., Texas and Pacific Bldg.,
Fort Worth, Texas.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Earl Pringle has safely arrived
from overseas and so was fortu-
nately not engaged in any battles,
the armistice being signed four
days before his regiment arrived.
Mrs. Pringle was formerly Miss
Mary Lewis of this place. Their
home since Mr. Pringle’s return
will be in Detroit.

Arthur Randall of Lansing, who
has recently returned from over-
seas, came Monday to visit his sis-
ter, Mrs. John Spurgeon, and
brother, Chas. Randall, and other
relatives.
At 2:30 a.m. Saturday, Mrs. Matt

Parker thought that their incubator
which is in a small room at the
rear of the Parker farm residence
1½ miles west of town needed
more heat and she turned up the
flame of the incubator lamp. At
six o’clock, she detected a pecu-
liar smell and soon found it issued
from the incubator room. She
found everything in the room cov-
ered with soot and the lamp all
ablaze. She promptly threw the
lamp out of doors where it ex-
ploded. Two hundred two little
chicks were found sprawling in
the incubator, looking more dead
than alive. Mrs. Parker succeeded
in resuscitating the little fellows
and all are enjoying the happiness
of chickenhood.
M. F. Rittenhouse had a birthday

Monday and in celebration of that
event invited twenty friends to an
automobile ride to Ubly in the
evening. He supplied conveyances
and they all responded enjoying
upon their arrival there a few
hours of dancing and a generous
supply of refreshments of ice
cream, cake and coffee.

uniqueness of contribution. 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Hill enter-

tained at a birthday dinner in
honor of their son Adam’s 7th
birthday Sunday. Guests were Mr.
and Mrs. Jerry Hill, Mr. and Mrs.
Mark Hill and family of Ruth,
Mrs. Marjorie Patterson Kellin of
Detroit, Mr. and Mrs. Randy
Schroder of Bad Axe and Mr. and
Mrs. Mike Maurer. 
Mrs. Allen Farrelly entered Hills

and Dales Hospital in Cass City
Monday.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  
Emma Pauline Witkovsky,

daughter of Karl and Donna
Witkovsky of Cass City, was born
May 3 at Huron Memorial Hospi-
tal in Bad Axe. She weighed seven
pounds and one ounce and was 21
inches long. Grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Witkovsky of
Caro and Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Berry of Goldsboro, N.C. Her
great-grandmother is Mrs. Zetta
Witkovsky of Caro.
Mr. and Mrs. Grant Campbell of

Wayne were Friday overnight
guests of Mrs. John Dubey in Bay
Port and spent the week end with
Sara Campbell and Harry Ed-
wards. Other Saturday supper
guests were Mr. and Mrs. Clayton
Campbell.
Irene Murphy of Port Austin and

Reynold Tschirhart spent the week
end with Mr. and Mrs. Bob
Deachin and family in Lake
Orion. Other Sunday dinner
guests were Mr. and Mrs.
Sylvester Bukowski. The occasion
was in honor of Laura Deachin,
who took her First Holy Com-
munion at the 8 o’clock mass at
St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Lake Orion Sunday.

Persistence paid off for Eddie
Hauch of Fenton, who sold 240
candy bars, the most of any stu-
dent at Tomek-Eastern Elemen-
tary School. Eddie’s great-uncle is
Earl Markel of Cass City. His par-
ents are Ed and Jolene Hauch. The
candy bar sale was sponsored by
the TomekEastern Parent Teacher
Organization, with proceeds used
to buy playground equipment

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Whittenberg
went to New Boston Sunday.
They brought back her father,
Theo Hendrick, who had spent
two weeks with his daughter and
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Sherwell
Kelly.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Keller of
Snover and Mr. and Mrs. Garrison
Stine announce the engagement of
their children, Roxanne Keller and
Ivan Stine. Roxanne is a 1977
graduate of Ubly High School and
is employed at General Cable in
Cass City. Ivan is a 1976 graduate
of Cass City High School and is
employed at Cass City Crop Serv-
ice. A Nov. 24 wedding is
planned.

Suzanne Little was the recipient
of the Harold Ferguson Memorial
Award from band director Thomas
Clair during the “Evening With
the Arts” program Monday
evening at Cass City High School.
She was selected as the outstand-
ing senior band member by her
fellow band members. A piccolo
player, she is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Little of Kelly
Road. 

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Mr. and Mrs. Harold McComb of
Detroit and Mrs. Glen McClorey
arrived home Sunday evening
from a three-week trip to Califor-
nia. They left April 12 and at-
tended the wedding of Paul
McComb and Miss Lauren Wag-
ner in Chicago. Paul is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Manley McComb of
Caro. They spent a week at
LeMoore, Calif., visiting Jerry
McComb and family and while
there visited Disneyland. Jerry is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold
McComb, serving in the U.S.
Naval Air Force. They also visited
their brother and his wife, Mr. and
Mrs. Glen Crawford in Arizona. 

Life is full of disappointment; lost opportunities, broken relationships,
poor decisions, plans that never pan out, even hard work that doesn’t
pay off in the end.  And people — people can be the biggest disappoint-
ment of all.
But not mothers.
I’m 57, but I still marvel when I recall my own childhood.  My mom’s

willingness to sacrifice for her children seemed to know no bounds, and
with all she had to do, somehow mom always found time for each of
her children.  She also had this scary knack for always knowing when
I had gotten into mischief.  It was a gift matched only by an endless
supply of forgiveness.

Her presence, alone, was enough to make me feel secure, regardless
of the craziness this world can throw at a kid.  Even when she wasn’t
feeling very secure herself – and there were many of those times, in-
cluding a cancer diagnosis and a broken marriage — mom never let on
that there was anything to worry about. 
I’ve been married for more than 37 years now, but my wife, Deb, also

never ceases to amaze me as a mother.
When our kids were young, she was always on top of immunizations

and doctor’s appointments, parent-teacher conferences, school fundrais-
ers, band concerts (dates, times, places) and trips.  Meals were prepared
before and after she worked a full-time job, not to mention laundry, gro-
cery shopping, clothes shopping, etc.  Seemed like she was also always
reminding me of my appointments, and on and on and on.

The kids grew up knowing that, if they had a need — anything from
a last-minute sewing repair to a ride to a friend’s — mom would be
there.  What they probably didn’t know is how often Deb would do
without so their needs (and mine) would be met.

That’s the way good moms are, you know?  They never hesitate to
sacrifice for the good of their children.

By always being there, Deb offered our daughters a wonderful exam-
ple of how to be good moms, too.
They grew up with a mother who was a master at multitasking – car-

rying on a conversation while simultaneously keeping an eye on dinner,
settling an argument between two siblings while reading to a third
youngster.  Funny how moms never appear to seem bored even after
reading a child’s favorite book to them for the gazillionth time.

Same goes for grandmothers, who also don’t seem to mind helping a
youngster putting the same giant puzzle together time after time.
Of course, Deb is still the consummate mom.  Sure, her days of fixing

school lunches and picking out school clothes for the kids are long gone,
but she’s still always there for them, whether that means forking out a
few bucks, helping them look for an apartment or simply being on-call
24/7, phone in hand, when they need a little advice or simply a word of
encouragement.

It seems inadequate to set aside just one day to recognize mothers, es-
pecially when the moms in our lives deserve to be honored – at least in
some small way – just about every day.

And we should, not because of all they do, but because of who they
are.
Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms out there.
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The walk/run will kick off at 6:30 p.m. in the parking lot behind the
Harvest Coffee and Deli at 157 N. State St. Awards will be presented
to the overall and master winners, with medals presented to the top three
finishers in each of several age groups, ranging from 12 and under to
60-plus. There will also be a costume contest for those 14 and under
and 15 and older.
The registration fees for participants 13 and older (kids 12 and under

participate free) is $25 by May 20 and $30 if paid between May 21 and
race day. Registration can be completed online at https://childadvoca-
cycentersuperherorun.itsyourrace.com//register or by sending a check
payable to CAC of Tuscola County along with a registration form to:
Superhero Run, CAC of Tuscola County, P.O. Box 47, 429 N. State St.,
Caro, MI 48723.

Sweeney noted sponsors are especially needed for the fundraiser, be-
cause their generosity largely accounts for the funding used to help
cover operating expenses for the child advocacy center, which plays a
unique role in the apprehension of criminals who sexually and physi-
cally abuse children and at the same time provides support for Tuscola
County’s youngest victims.

Sponsorships include gold ($500), silver ($250) and bronze levels
($100), but donations in any amount are welcome. Individuals and
groups interested in sponsoring the 5K walk and run are asked to contact
Sweeney by Monday, May 20, at (810) 610-8071 or via email at tusco-
lacac@aol.com.

victims of child sexual and serious
physical abuse, all referred by law
enforcement agencies, Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services officials or the county
prosecutor’s office.

In the Thumb, Sanilac County
also has a child advocacy center.
Huron County does not, but the
Tuscola County center has shared
its services and resources over the
years.

The advocacy center in Tuscola
County opened its doors in March
2013, and by December of that
year, had conducted forensic inter-
views with 135 children. In 2014,
that number rose to 223.

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Child advocacy center easing trauma for youngest victims
And business continues to be

brisk. In fact, Sweeney describes
the numbers as staggering. As the
center’s only certified forensic in-
terviewer, she conducts all of the
interviews – a total of nearly 280
last year, most with victims ages
three to 17, and this year’s count
has already topped 100 children
and youth so far.

Studies have shown that one in
10 kids will be sexually abused
before their 18th birthday.
The average age of abuse victims

in Tuscola County is eight, ac-
cording to Sweeney, an educator
who has a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education and a master’s
degree in early childhood educa-
tion. She has also undergone ex-

tensive training in forensic inter-
viewing through the Prosecuting
Attorneys Association of Michi-
gan (PAAM), as well as in work-
ing with those with special needs.

Sweeney explained the CACTC
was established with the goal of
serving as a place of hope for
young victims from Tuscola
County, most of whom have been
abused sexually and might not
otherwise say anything about the
crimes committed against them –
without intervention, she noted,
75 percent of child victims gener-
ally will not disclose such infor-
mation until they’re adults.

In a nutshell, the CACTC, lo-
cated in Caro, provides a safe,
child-friendly place for kids to
make difficult but truthful disclo-
sures one time, in one place, to
one specially-trained person.

The center provides a “coordi-
nated response” to child abuse al-
legations in the form of a
multi-disciplinary team consisting
of prosecutors, law enforcement
representatives, a victim advocate,
Child Protective Service workers
and mental health service
providers.

Sweeney and Tuscola County
Prosecutor Mark E. Reene say
child advocacy centers have
changed the face of dealing with
child sexual abuse, both in terms
of reducing trauma to the victims
and in quickly apprehending the
predators responsible for these
crimes.

Before child advocacy centers,
young victims were expected to
repeat their stories to different
professionals over the course of
weeks or months, resulting in an
uncoordinated response that left
the child and their family feeling
alone, confused and further trau-
matized, and making it difficult
for investigators to obtain a clear
picture of what happened.

In contrast, child advocacy cen-
ters utilize a specially-designed
process that spares the child the
unnecessary pain and trauma of
traveling to intimidating offices
and retelling their story over and
over again, Sweeney said. She ex-
plained the centers are designed to
be a child-friendly place where a
child can feel safe talking about
what happened to them. There, the
youngster is interviewed one-on-
one, giving their statement once
while members of the center’s
multidisciplinary team observe
the interview out of sight utilizing
technology such as a close-circuit
video feed.

In some cases, the victim may
not be allowed to return home,
and the center staff is prepared to
provide them with clothing and
various “comfort items” to ease
the trauma of being removed from
their familiar surroundings in
order to protect them.  

In Tuscola County, Reene
pointed out, Sweeney shoulders a
great deal of responsibility as not
only the center’s director, but also
the lone forensic interviewer.
She’s also in charge of providing
free informational presentations in
the county’s public elementary
schools in an effort to promote
awareness of sexual and physical
abuse and their symptoms among
students, educators and parents.
Sweeney’s work as a forensic in-

terviewer is complex and involves
a great deal of attention to detail.
“When you talk about an inter-
view, it’s a very time-consuming
process,” Reene said, adding the
interview itself is preceded and

followed by additional discus-
sions of each individual case.
“There’s no cookie-cutter ap-
proach to the interviews.”
The center’s work has had a sig-

nificant impact on the investiga-
tion and prosecution of
perpetrators, Reene said, because
the end result has been a reduction
in the time it takes to secure and
corroborate information. And time
is of the essence.
“Anytime you have a case of this

sort, if the investigation doesn’t
move along quickly, evidence is
lost,” he said. “If we don’t move
the investigation along, there’s al-
ways the opportunity for the per-
petrator to commit more crimes”
and/or flee the jurisdiction.

“The ultimate objective is to
make sure the child is safe, and
make sure we do everything cor-
rectly,” Reene added.

Beyond investigation, child ad-
vocacy centers provide support
and treatment to child survivors of
abuse. Statewide last year, the
centers provided therapy to more
than 3,000 children and referrals
to community partners for 4,700
more kids.

Before Tuscola County estab-
lished its own child advocacy cen-
ter, victims along with
representatives of all the agencies
involved in their cases were
forced to travel to a facility in
Lapeer, which soon found itself
inundated with victims from Tus-
cola County. The distance added
to the cost and time necessary to
resolve those cases and get local
victims the assistance they need.
Which is why every dollar raised

to keep the local advocacy center
open for business is money well
spent, Reene said.

“This center is the biggest
change (law enforcement has
seen). It’s had the greatest impact
and done the most good,” he
added. “It gets the child to a safe
environment, and then you have
accountability for the perpetrators,
and as a result, fewer victims.”

Superhero walk/run May 31

rowski’s Thumb-based Ben’s Supercenter store chain.
The local planning board previously approved a site plan that included

zoning adjustments related to Zyrowski’s proposal to incorporate a
drive-through for an in-store branch of Frankenmuth Credit Union.
However, Zyrowski says the credit union has since opted not to be part
of the new store.
Planning commission Chairman Russ Biefer said residents raised some

questions during the special meeting, but there were no significant con-
cerns related to Zyrowski’s proposed store design.
“It actually looked pretty good,” Biefer added. “The plans looked nice,

and it’s going to be a really nice facility.”
Biefer said the project has been delayed due to an issue with Detroit

Edison, but that utility officials and Zyrowski have worked that out and
the renovations have been given the green light to proceed.

Zyrowski indicated work on the store could be completed as early as
mid-June.

“That’s what we’re planning on,” he commented following the meet-
ing. “We’re definitely happy with that (site plan approval) and we’re
looking forward to getting this done. We’re going to be going full-bore
now.”

Zyrowski, owner of the Ben’s Supercenter stores in Marlette and
Brown City, purchased the former Erla’s building in the fall of 2015
and has been in the process of renovating and upgrading the 20,581-
square-foot structure for the past year.

He has acknowledged the project has taken longer to complete than
expected, largely due to the age of the building, which was constructed
in 1948 and renovated in 1993. Work crews have virtually gutted he
building’s interior, replacing everything from the floors to the plumbing
throughout the structure.

When renovations are completed, the store will actually yield one-
third more space than when Erla’s was open because the area previously
devoted to meat processing will now be used for the grocery and spe-
cialty sections of the new business, according to Zyrowski, who has es-
timated his investment in the project at roughly $2 million.
Aside from a full line of groceries, the new business will feature a full-

service deli offering chicken along with other lunch and dinner entrees
– a bakery and sitting area to drink coffee, a hardware section and phar-
macy.

Continued from page one.

Planners approve Ben’s site plan
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News briefs

Daley lauds snow day bill
LANSING — State Sen. Kevin Daley (R-Lum) Thursday voted in favor
of legislation that would give flexibility to schools that missed more
than the nine allotted snow days during this winter’s harsh weather.
The State School Aid Act requires each district to provide at least 180

days and 1,098 hours of pupil instruction. The first six days or the equiv-
alent number of hours that students are not in the classroom due to snow
days or other weather or natural emergencies are waived and included
as hours of instruction. Schools are also currently allowed to request
credit for up to three more snow days with state superintendent ap-
proval.
House Bill 4206 amends the act to allow schools, for 2018-19 only, to

request that the Department of Education approve up to four more days
when school was not in session if those days occurred during a gover-
nor-declared state of emergency (Jan. 29 through Feb. 1).

Donate care items for youth
CASS CITY – Officials with Thumb Area Companions have launched
a drive in an effort to help local youth avoid feeling insecure about their
personal care during the summer months, when personal care items may
be limited at home.
The group is collecting donations of shampoo/conditioner (any size),

soap/body wash, combs/brushes, toothpaste/toothbrushes, and deodor-
ant.
Donations may be dropped off at Copeland Insurance Agency, Angel’s

Hair Studio, Health Care at Home, Knight Insurance Agency, the Cass
City Municipal Building, Thumb Area Psychological Services and Mc-
Donald’s.
The items will be distributed to students only Thursday, June 6, from

3 to 7 p.m. at Common Grounds (next to Revive Ministries), 6400 Main
St., Cass City. More information is available by contacting Chris Turner
at (989) 551-2678 or Dawn Woidan at (989) 872-2855.

Food, finances workshop set
CARO – The Tuscola County Veterans Affairs Office has partnered with
the Tuscola Technology Center to present a Food and Finances Finan-
cial Literacy Workshop Wednesday, May 15, from 1 to 2 p.m. at the
Tuscola Technology Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro.
The workshop will focus on finances and financial planning, with par-

ticipants learning tips on how to better manage their money. Topics will
include understanding take-home pay/income, establishing a realistic
budget, living within means/being a conscious consumer, credit card
use and balancing a checkbook.
The event will include food, door prizes and giveaways.
Residents can register for the event by calling (989) 673-8148 or send-

ing an email to vets@tchd.us. Those planning to attend are asked to reg-
ister by Wednesday, May 8.

Ubly improvements planned
UBLY — Lighting, street and park improvements are being planned for
the village of Ubly. 
The village will be working with DTE to take out old posts and hang-

ing lights and replace them with new “cobra-head” poles and LED light-
ing.
The estimated cost of the project is $21,240. The energy savings from

the changes is expected to pay back the cost in a little over a year and
a half.
Also on the improvement agenda are streets, and village officials have

determined there are five local streets that need attention first. Slated
for upgrades in 2020 are: Franklin Street, from Clem Street to Hamilton
Street; Hurford Drive, from Schrader Street west; Murphy Street, from
Main Street to Hamilton Street; Bingham Street, from Garfield to the
end; and Pike Street, from Union Street to Hund Street.

Cooking for crowds coming up
CASS CITY -- Michigan State University Extension will host its net
“Cooking for Crowds” class Tuesday, May 21, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
at Rawson Memorial District Library.
The class is designed for organizations or groups that prepare food for

the public, and covers topics such as planning, purchasing, storage,
preparation and serving food properly to avoid food-borne illnesses.
The cost is $10 per participant which includes a 115-page course man-

ual.
Pre-registration is requested and can be completed by calling MSU

Extension - Huron County at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 602).

Blood drives slated in Thumb
THUMB — The American Red Cross needs donors to give blood and
platelets throughout the year, including May, designated Trauma Aware-
ness Month.
To accommodate busy schedules, residents can make appointments to

donate blood by downloading the free Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).
Upcoming blood drives in the Thumb include events set for Monday,

May 13, from 1 to 6:45 p.m. at Ubly Heights, 2409 E. Atwater, Ubly,
and from noon to 5:45 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 503 State St. Caro.

Free fishing weekend in June
MICHIGAN — There’s no shortage of recreational opportunities to ex-
plore in the Great Lakes State, and there’s no better time than the annual
free fishing weekends.

The 2019 Summer Free Fishing Weekend will be Saturday, June 8,
and Sunday, June 9. As part of the free fishing weekend, all fishing li-
cense fees are waived for two days, with residents and out-of-state vis-
itors invited to enjoy fishing in both inland and Great Lakes’ waters for
all species of fish during their respective open seasons. All state fishing
regulations remain in effect.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery 

NEMETH, PICTURED above with Kingston School

Supt. Matt Drake, was recently honored by the Michi-

gan Department of Education and the School Nutrition

Association of Michigan for her quarter century of serv-

ice to the district.

Kingston’s Sue Nemeth honored

lacks when it comes to being sur-
rounded by children.

“I’m married to my job, pretty
much. When someone asks me
how many kids I have, I say,
‘Around 300,” she joked.

Her school days start early.
“I’m here by 6, and a lot of days,

I’m still here at 3. Some days it
will be longer,” said Nemeth, who
begins the morning by opening
the kitchen, starting coffee for the
staff and preparing the day’s list of
things-to-do for herself and her
staff of three. “I do the menus and
I do the ordering, inventory – just
sort of manager stuff.

“We feed 336 for breakfast,”
Nemeth noted, adding the number
includes kids from the Cardinal
Center (daycare) and Head Start
programs along with students in
grades kindergarten through sixth.
“We average around 255 for
lunch. We do sack lunches for
field trips, too.”
Nemeth said her job has changed

significantly over the years. Gone
are the days when menus and
shopping lists were scribbled
down in a notebook, which has
been replaced by computer logs
containing records of what has
been served to how many kids,
leftover amounts, inventory lists,
orders for food distributors,
staffing, etc. Nemeth, who has un-
dergone training to keep up with
skills such as records production
and workplace management, says
the cafeteria also undergoes a state
audit (inspection) every three
years.
The business of nutrition has also

evolved, with state and federal
guidelines forcing school officials
to closely monitor their offerings
with an eye on reducing fat and
salt in meals.

It’s a challenge for cafeteria
crews everywhere, acknowledged
Nemeth, who says she strives to
mix up her menu – introducing
different fruits and vegetables, for
example — and at the same time
continue to offer some old fa-
vorites, such as reduced-fat pizza
with whole grain crusts.

The key, of course, is providing
nutritious foods that taste good
and will be accepted by the kids.

However, “it’s hard to make
them eat healthier here if they
don’t at home,” she added, noting
student favorites, aside from
pizza, include chicken nuggets,
chicken tenders with mashed po-
tatoes, and submarine sandwiches,

Continued from page one. which are also a hit with the staff.
Although it can be a grind, espe-

cially for someone who has been
on the job for many years, Nemeth
says she isn’t ready to hang up her
apron just yet.
“I’m kind of starting to look at it

— retirement. I’ll be 61 next fall
and I think about it at 5:30 when I
roll out of bed,” she said. “But…I
don’t see it real soon.”

For now, Nemeth still enjoys
sharing the load with her co-work-
ers, and looks forward to seeing
the youngsters in her charge at
mealtimes.
“Seeing the kids coming through

the line, especially when it’s
something they like, and they’re
excited,” she said. “We love see-

ing the kids every day, interacting
with them and getting to know
their names.”

Nemeth is the sort of employee
whose quiet contributions make a
real difference year in and year
out, according to Kingston School
Supt. Matt Drake.
“She’s just a very positive person

in the community,” he said of the
Kingston native, a former medical
first responder with Kingston Fire
and Rescue for 28 years before re-
tiring about 18 months ago, and an
active member of the Kingston
Lions Club since the early 1990’s,
currently serving as treasurer.

Drake added, “She cares about
the kids and she’s a real asset to
the community.”

Boating safety class Thursday
TUSCOLA COUNTY – Michigan summers bring a wide variety of op-
portunity to enjoy the outdoors, including boating season.

Michigan Law requires a boating certificate for those who were born
after Dec. 31, 1978, and those 14-years or older are required to have a
boater’s safety certificate to legally operate a personal water craft.
The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Marine Division will host a free boater

safety class from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 11, at the Richville
Conservation Club, 3270 W. Sanilac Rd. (M-46), which is located be-
tween Sheridan and Washburn roads.
The class is free and a free lunch will be provided. More information

is available by calling the sheriff’s department at (989) 673-8161.
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Androl, Fritz top O-G class

Jade Androl Megan Fritz

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Owen-Gage School officials re-
cently announced the top seniors
in the district’s Class of 2019.
They are Jade A. Androl, daugh-

ter of Eric and Samantha Hunt,
valedictorian, and Megan M.
Fritz, daughter of Randy and Deb-
bie Fritz, salutatorian.
Androl, who will graduate with a

cumulative grand point average of
4.0, was inducted into the Owen-
Gage Chapter of the National
Honor Society (NHS) in her soph-
omore year and currently serves
as the chapter’s treasurer.  She’s
been a member of the 3.0 Honors
Club each year and has been on
the honor roll throughout high
school.
Androl has been the president of

her class and a member of student
council in her freshman, junior
and senior years, and represented
Owen-Gage as a Huron County
Youth Advisory Council member
through her high school career.
She has also been a cheerleader
and a member of the band all four
years, participating in the Tri-
County Honors Band each year.

Androl has been a homecoming
representative and was a queen
candidate in her senior year.  She
has been a member of the year-
book staff since her sophomore
year, as well as a member of the
PAC (Post-secondary Action

Council) Squad.  She served as the
PAC Squad vice-president last
year and this year serves as presi-
dent.  As a junior, she was on the
prom committee.

For the past two years, Androl
has been dual-enrolled through
Mid-Michigan Community Col-
lege.

She has participated and volun-
teered at many church, school and
community events, including
Thumb Area Community Theatre,
vacation Bible school, blood
drives, Lions’ Club breakfasts, el-
ementary school events and tutor-
ing, and senior citizens’
luncheons.

After graduation she will attend
Central Michigan University, ma-
joring in biology with plans to
continue her education as a pre-
med student.

Fritz graduates with a near-per-
fect grade point average of 3.98.
She has been very active in sports
throughout her high school career,
playing basketball and softball all
four years, volleyball the past
three years, and running cross-
country her freshman year. She
was a cheerleader each year and
has been a member of the band
throughout her high school career.

As a sophomore, Fritz was in-
ducted into the Owen-Gage Chap-
ter of the NHS, and as a senior
served as the chapter’s
historian/publicist.

Fritz has been on the honor roll
each year as well as a member of

the 3.0 Honors Club.  She has held
the following offices during high
school: class representative to the
student council (freshman), class
secretary (sophomore), class vice-
president (junior), and student
council treasurer (senior). As a
freshman, Fritz was a class repre-
sentative for homecoming and as
a senior, she was elected home-
coming queen.

Fritz has been a member of the
yearbook staff since her sopho-
more year, served on the prom
committee last year and was also
named prom princess. She has
also been involved in the Youth
Advisory Council, Post-Sec-
ondary Action Council and the In-
novative Vehicle Design Team.

Fritz has attended the Huron
Area Technical Center for the past
two years, enrolled in the architec-
ture, engineering and design pro-
gram as a junior, and in the
cosmetology program as a senior.

Fritz has volunteered for a host
of school and community events,
including Lions’ Club breakfasts,
blood drives, senior citizens’
luncheons, Lunch with Santa at
the Caseville Eagles Club, plant-
ing flowers in Elkton, running the
scoreboard for junior high sport-
ing events at Owen-Gage, and
helping with several elementary
events throughout high school.

Her future plans include attend-
ing Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity in the fall to pursue a career in
business.

Library to host author Hodges May 18

A SELECT group of students representing the

North Central Thumb League schools was recently

honored at a luncheon in Sandusky featuring guest

speaker Mark Uyl, Michigan High School Athletic

Association executive director. The students, recog-

nized for their grade point averages and SAT scores,

included Owen-Gage students (from left) Carlee

Rievert, Jade Androl and Megan Fritz.

Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary officials recently announced
Michael Hodges, author of
“Building the Modern World: Al-
bert Kahn in Detroit”, will pay a
special visit to the Cass City li-
brary for an afternoon of first-rate
storytelling, book signing and
question-and-answer session with
guests.
The event is scheduled for Satur-

day, May 18, starting at 1 p.m.
Industrial architect Albert Kahn

was a giant in Detroit’s heroic age,
the visionary who invented the
humane “daylight factories” that
helped birth both modern manu-
facturing and modern architecture.

Hodges’ program will review
Kahn’s local legacy, his vigorous
defense of Diego Rivera’s “De-
troit Industry” murals against at-
tack, and his role in helping the
Soviets beat the Nazis in 1941-42.

Hodges, the fine arts writer for
The Detroit News, is visiting
Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in conjunction with the Li-
brary of Michigan’s 2019
Michigan Notable Authors Tour.
His book focused on Kahn’s
legacy — his second illustrated
work on architecture – was re-
cently honored by the Michigan
Chapter of the American Institute
of Architects, as well as being
named a “notable book” by the Li-
brary of Michigan. His first book

was entitled “Michigan’s Historic
Railroad Stations”.

This year, 20 authors whose
works were chosen as 2019
Michigan Notable Books selec-
tions will visit 50 libraries
throughout the state.

“It’s a literary treat to have
Michael Hodges in our commu-
nity, sharing his captivating work
with our friends and neighbors in
such an open, accessible way,”
said Kate Van Auken, director of
Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary. “Michigan is home to some
of the best stories and storytellers
found anywhere in the country. An
author of his caliber here, in our
library, will make it an afternoon
to remember.”

“Again this year, Michigan No-
table Books delves into wonder-
fully diverse topics and offers
something of interest for just
about everyone,” said state Librar-
ian Randy Riley. “The tour offers
the opportunity for book enthusi-
asts in many corners of the state to
join in the conversation about
what constitutes great writing and
to hear from some of the Great
Lake region’s most beloved au-
thors.

Riley noted the Michigan No-
table Books project is designed to
promote reading and raise aware-
ness of Michigan’s literary her-
itage, with the program annually

selecting the most outstanding
books published in that year – ti-
tles that reflect the state’s diverse
ethnic, historical, literary and cul-
tural experience.

Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary has been serving Cass City
and the surrounding townships for
more than 100 years. The library’s
mission is to provide quality ma-
terials and services that fulfill ed-
ucational, informative, cultural
and recreational needs for the en-
tire community in a welcoming at-
mosphere.

More information, including de-
tails regarding Hodges’ upcoming
visit, are available by calling the
library at (989) 872-2856 or by
visiting the library’s website at
www.rawsonlibrary.org. Rawson
Memorial District Library also
has a Facebook page.
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A CONTENGENT of Tuscola County officials, includ-

ing Sheriff Glen Skrent and circuit Judge Amy Grace

Gierhart, along with List Psychological therapist Kim

Kern recently met with representatives of other sheriff’s

offices from the Great Lakes area – including depart-

ments from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Indiana and Ohio —

at the supreme court building in Columbus, Ohio, to dis-

cuss the effects the opioid crisis is having on rural coun-

ties. The federal Bureau of Justice, USDA, National

Association of Counties and the National Sheriff’s As-

sociation sponsored the workshop. Tuscola County was

the only Michigan county represented at the conference,

according to Skrent, who noted local officials will be

seeking grant opportunities offered by federal agencies

to help fight the opioid problem. (Photo courtesy of the

Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department).

Med collections top 300 pounds

winter coats, shoes, purses, and jewelry, which were offered to anyone
in need at no cost.

Dolly left the group due to health issues, but the endeavor continued.
In late 2015, when Frankenmuth Credit Union came to Cass City, the
clothing closet moved to the Hair Benders building on Garfield Avenue,
thanks to the gracious invitation of Patty Peruski, where it continued to
serve the women of our area.

In April, the owners of the building asked us to vacate by May 30.
After searching for a new space with no success, I have decided to liq-
uidate the inventory. Much of the clothing has already been donated to
area women’s shelters, food pantries, Tuscola Tech Center, funeral
homes and Cass City High School’s newly-formed necessities shop for
students.
If anyone else is in need, please call Connie at (989) 872-4667 before

May 18, when final disbursement of clothing will be completed.
I appreciate Jim Kranz, Patty Peruski and to the community for their

generous donations and support.

Most sincerely,
Connie Iwankovitsch and Nice Twice volunteers
Cass City

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Law enforcement officials say
residents dropped off more than
300 pounds of old and/or unused
prescription medications during a
recent bi-annual “take-back day”
event.

Twice a year the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) part-
ners with police agencies,
including the Michigan State Po-
lice (MSP), to collect
unwanted/expired medication.
The effort is in addition to the
drug collection receptacles avail-
able at a host of law enforcement
offices throughout the year.

During the recent DEA-MSP
event, residents in the MSP Third
District dropped off roughly 144
pounds of medications, including

nine pounds at the Caro post, 43.4
pounds at the Flint post, 20
pounds at the West Branch post,
48 pounds at the Lapeer post and
24 pounds at the Tri-City post.

In Sanilac County, law enforce-
ment agencies collected 160.1
pounds of unused prescription
medication.

The Sanilac County Drug Task
Force alone collected 113.5
pounds. Also participating were
the Sanilac County Sheriff De-
partment (22 pounds), Marlette
police (18 pounds), Croswell po-
lice (26.5 pounds) and Peck police
(2.1 pounds).

In Huron County, “We had 28
people bring in 20 pounds of
pills,” Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson re-
ported, adding, “The service has
been very popular here since we
started doing it in 2011.”

The National Prescription Drug
Take Back Day aims to provide a
safe, convenient and responsible
means of disposing of prescription
drugs that are no longer needed,
while also educating the general
public about the potential for
abuse of medications.

All of the medications collected
are turned over to the DEA for
safe disposal.
Aside from the twice-a-year col-

lections, drop-off boxes have been
installed at several law enforce-
ment agencies, including the Cass
City Police Department (village
municipal building), which is
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

Other Tuscola County locations
include the Tuscola County Sher-
iff’s Department, 420 Court St.,
Caro (24-hour drop-off receptacle.
Call 989-673-8161 for more infor-
mation); MSP Caro Post, 1485
Cleaver Rd., Caro, Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(for more information, call 989-
673-2156); and the Kingston Vil-
lage Police Department, 3655
Ross St., Kingston, from 7 a.m. to
3 p.m. Monday through Friday
(call 989-683-2680 for more in-
formation).

The following is a list of places
that have drop-off boxes in Sani-
lac County: the village of Peck of-
fice at 30 E Lapeer Rd. Peck;
Marlette City Hall, 6725 Airport
Rd, Marlette; Croswell City Hall,
100 N. Howard Ave, Croswell;
and the Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department lobby.

Continued from page three.

Nice Twice closing up shop

40 attend historical workshop
The fifth annual Thumb Regional Historical Workshop was held April

24 at Sherwood on the Hill in Gagetown.
There were 40 people in attendance representing 16 historical societies

in Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola counties.
The day began with information on grant writing, presented by

Mackenzie Price Sundblad, executive director of the Huron County
Community Foundation; Melissa Anderson, executive director of the
Sanilac County Community Foundation; and John Hunter, executive
director of the Tuscola County Community Foundation.
This first-time joint effort provided invaluable information to all who

are seeking funding opportunities.
Michael Green, director of Digital Media at Matrix Digital Media,

then shared his past experience, organizational skills and use of new
media equipment in presenting tips related to conducting oral interviews
in preserving local family stories and other local experiences.

Carl Osentoski, executive director of the Huron and Sanilac County
Economic Development Corporation offices, discussed the use of co-
working space and mini-grants and professional grants available.

Following lunch, representatives of Clear Ideas of Sandusky demon-
strated the ease of using Facebook and other social media sites to better
promote activities at each location.

Each society was given an opportunity to share information on their
upcoming events, new historical reference tools, and updates on their
displays.

Anyone interested in attending next year’s event is asked to contact
Rose Putnam at (989) 444-9574.
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May 6-12, 2019

    People will forget what you said.

   People will forget what you did,

  but people will never forget how you made them feel.

  – Maya Angelou

4675 Hill Street  •  Cass City  •  989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Happy Nurses Week to all of our

wonderful and caring nurses!

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

ow
pHa

  

  

ring nand c
y Nurses W

ful a
  

d onder

o a   ek te  
l 

  Wepp

  

  

urses! n
 all of our

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


