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Saginaw Diocese places priest on leave
A priest of the Diocese of Sagi-

naw and former longtime pastor
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church
in Caro was placed on administra-
tive leave last week by Bishop
Walter A. Hurley, apostolic ad-
ministrator.

Officials with the diocese made
the announcement Tuesday, say-
ing Father Dennis Kucharczyk
was placed on leave while an alle-
gation of misconduct involving a
minor is being investigated. The
leave took effect May 19.

Kucharczyk is pastor at St. John
XXIII Parish, which includes St.
Mary Church in Hemlock, Sacred
Heart Church in Merrill and St.

Patrick Church in Ryan.
The Diocese of Saginaw issued a

statement noting it has received
information from law enforce-
ment regarding an allegation of
misconduct involving a minor that
allegedly occurred many years
ago. Based on that information,
the diocese immediately removed
Kucharczyk from active ministry.

According to the terms of the
leave of absence, Kucharczyk is to
have no contact with individuals
under 21, which prohibits him
from going on school properties
or participating in school and
parish activities and functions.

He also was informed that he

must refrain from wearing clerical
garb, refrain from the exercise of
public ministry, and may not pres-
ent him-
s e l f
publicly
as a priest
while the
allegation
is investi-
gated by
the dio-
cese.

Kuchar-
czyk was
ordained
a priest in October 1985.

Pleae turn to page 4.

Father Kucharczyk

Lest we forget...

Lawmakers approve
historical insurance
reform bill Friday

Green: committee vote
good news for hospital

Let’s Do Lunch! free
meal program on tap

Pleae turn to page 6.

Pleae turn to page 16.

Pleae turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Michigan House Appropriations Committee last week approved
the state Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) budget
proposal — good news for Tuscola County, according to state Rep. Phil
Green (R-Millington).
Green explained the plan for the 2019-20 budget year clarifies the Leg-

islature’s original intent to use funding to expand the psychiatric facility
within the Caro Center and nowhere else.

“This budget proposal sends a message to the executive branch that
the Legislature stands behind its 2017 decision to dedicate funds for the
new state psychiatric hospital here in the Thumb, the right place for the
project,” Green said.
Green has been on the front lines of the fight to keep the project at the

Caro Center since new Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer placed the
project on hold.

In mid-March, Whitmer announced the decision to halt construction
of the new psychiatric hospital in Tuscola County while a reevaluation

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Unlike the students she feeds throughout the school year in the
Cass City Public Schools, Shari Bock doesn’t get to enjoy much
of a summer vacation.

After coordinating the preparation of thousands of meals for
kids from fall through spring and early summer, Bock gets only
a short break before starting all over again with the district’s pop-
ular summer meal program, now in its 11th year.
Bock, food service director for the Cass City District, has been

coordinating the preparation of free meals for Thumb area
youngsters during the summer months over the past several
years.  And she’s gearing up to get started all over again this
month.
It’s no secret this time of year is exciting for area children wait-

ing for the last bell of the school year.  Summer vacation marks
the beginning of activities such as play dates with friends, time
on the ball field, a week at camp, or a family vacation.  But for
many children who receive free and reduced-price meals at
school, summer can mean hunger.
“Just as learning does not end when school lets out, neither does

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Michigan lawmakers heralded overwhelming approval of a bipartisan
auto insurance reform bill during a special session of the Legislature
Friday, calling the legislation historic.
And, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said she would sign the bill, designed to

reduce rates by giving the state’s drivers multiple coverage options,
cracking down on fraud and lawsuit abuse, and reducing sky-high med-
ical costs.

“For the first time in nearly 50 years, Michigan drivers will have the
option to choose the auto insurance coverage that is the best fit for their
circumstances and will see guaranteed rate reductions based on the
choices they make,” 31st District Senator Kevin Daley (R-Lum) said.

“The current system is failing Michigan families,” Daley added.
“Thousands of Michiganders have been priced out of driving, and thou-
sands more risk driving without insurance.”

Senator Dan Lauwers (R-Brockway Township), whose 25th District
includes Huron and Sanilac counties, agreed.
“Michiganders have been clamoring for a solution to this problem for

many, many years, and my constituents let me know about it every time
I talk to them in the district,” Lauwers aid. “(This) bill provides the fix
they’ve been looking for.”
According to an October 2018 report, Michigan drivers pay an average

of $2,693 in annual auto insurance premiums – 83 percent higher than
the national average. A recent University of Michigan study also re-
vealed that auto insurance rates are unaffordable in 97 percent of the
state’s ZIP codes. 
Under the current no-fault law, all motorists in the state are legally re-

quired to carry unlimited, one-size-fits-all personal injury protection
(PIP) coverage.
Senate Bill One would give policyholders the choice to select coverage

that best meets their needs and budget, according to Daley, who noted
the plan would give seniors with Medicare and individuals with private

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“Poor is the nation that has
no heroes, but poorer still is
the nation that having heroes,
fails to remember and honor
them.”
—Marcus Tullius Cicero

U.S. Navy Chaplain Captain
Stanley J. Beach (retired) par-
aphrased that quote as he ad-
dressed a crowd estimated at
more than 500 people gath-
ered for the annual Memorial
Day service at Elkland Town-

ship Cemetery Monday.
Beach knows something about

heroism.
A Gagetown native and 1953

Cass City High School graduate,
he retired with the rank of captain
after more than 35 years in the
military. His assignments included
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast
Guard units at sea, ashore and
overseas, including combat action
with the Third Marine Division in
Vietnam, where he suffered life-
threatening wounds.

During Beach’s combat tour in
Vietnam, he was assigned to the
Third Battalion, Fourth Marines.

On Sept. 28, 1966, he was crit-
ically wounded during Opera-
tion Prairie when the Third
Battalion was engaged in
pushing back the NVA’s 324th
Division on Mutter’s Ridge.
While continually traversing
the battlefield, ministering to
the wounded marines and car-
rying them to the rear for med-
ical treatment, Beach suffered
severe leg and stomach in-
juries from mortar fire which
ultimately led to the loss of his
leg.

Hundreds turn out for Memorial Day observances

Please turn to page 7.

HUNDREDS OF residents turned out for Monday’s Memorial Day pa-

rade in Cass City and the traditional ceremony at Elkland Township

Cemetery, where area native U.S. Navy Chaplain Capt. Stanley Beach (re-

tired), pictured at bottom left, was guest speaker.
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The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-
dents of the month for April is
being a “Goal Setter”.  A student
who is a goal setter sets goals and
priorities in the following areas:
personal, career awareness, finan-
cial and family living.  

The following students have
been chosen: Logan Mihacsi, fifth
grade (elementary level), son of
Charles Mihacsi; Allison and

Owendale - Gagetown Schools
announce Students of the Month

Amber Haldane, eighth grade (ju-
nior high level), daughters of
Robert and Patty Haldane; Made-
lyn Haldane, ninth grade (high
school level), daughter of Robert
and Patty Haldane; and Austin
Coryell, twelfth grade (senior stu-
dent), son of Robert Coryell and
Cami Ehrlich.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Austin Coryell.  Coryell partici-
pated in basketball his freshman,
junior and senior years.  As a
freshman, he also participated in
baseball and golf.  He has been a
member of the Owen-Gage Band
all throughout high school, in
which he plays the trombone.
Coryell was a class representative
for homecoming his sophomore
and senior years, along with being
a class representative for snowball
his senior year. He served as class
vice-president his freshman year,
treasurer his sophomore year, and
currently is serving as class secre-
tary.  Coryell has been on the
honor roll and was a member of

the 3.0 Honors Club his freshman
and sophomore years.  As a junior,
he served on the prom committee.  

This year he is a member of the
yearbook staff.  Coryell has at-
tended the Huron Area Technical
Center the past two years, enrolled
in the Public Safety/Law Enforce-
ment program.  

Coryell plans to attend Delta
College in the fall to earn a degree
in criminal justice.  

Logan Mihacsi

Amber Haldane Allison Haldane

Madelyn Haldane

Austin Coryell

Kingston Schools announce
3rd marking period honor roll

7th Grade
Daisy Barnes*
Bailey Berridge

Zane Greve*
Gavin Hunter
Preston Lupa

Heidi Matheny*
Jordis Mosher*

Destiny Noakes*
Malawi Roberson
Sophia Schipinski
Hayden Schuler*

Jaylin Skinner
Myles Spencer*

Delaney St. George*
Zoe VanRijn*

Hunter Vennevy*
Abby Walker*

Ashlyn Walker*
Gracy Walker

Heidi Williams*
Lucas Zajac

Madelyn Zauner

8th Grade
Cortney Acker

Catherine Bombard
Logan Cloyd*
Emily Coffey

Adrianna Essenmacher
Ethan Green*

Ethan Harrington*
Deirra Jenkins
Lawson Lyons
Emily McGee

Aryanna Miller
Ashley Miller
Brooke Retan

Stefannie Robinson
Conner Seaman*
Welsey Sholes*

Riley Smith
Rachel St. George
McKenzie Taylor*

Destiny Traster
Hunter Trovillion

Leah Westover
James Wilson

Coryn Zyrowski

9th Grade
Callie Becovic
Madison Coyer
Collen Dibble*
Gaven Dibble*
Katelyn Ensign
Kristen Ensign
Carter Geister*
Mariea Haag
Isabel Hurd*

Summer Jenkins
Alex Kotsch

Chevy LeBlanc
Declan McGarvie*
Madilyn McMaster

Jacob Rayl*
Zachary Smart

Nicholas St. George*
Ethan Ulewicz*

Brooklyn Walker*
Libbie Whitmore

10th Grade
Don Anger

Hailey Bitterle
Mark Crousore
Jason Dibble

Elanor Gaiser*
Colten Gildner
Morgan Green*

Rayann Harp
Kayla Hobson*
Hannah James*
Paige Klupp*
Lillian LaFave

Joslyn Lupa*
Dustin Peter*
Ella Retan*

Alexandra Sherman*
Jessica Stoll*

Olivia Ulewicz*
Trayotn Wenzlaff*
Madison Wieland*

Samantha Wood

11th Grade
Anna Ahern

Elissa Bicego*
Collin Geister*

Caleb Goss
Johnathan Green*

Katelyn Iseler
Desiree Jenkins
Aaron Koehler
Payton Kolacz

Anastasia Krych
Jalen Little Thunder

Ryan McGarvie
Mindy McMaster
Braden Mosher
Wren Murdoch*
Isaac Muxlow

Evan Neff*
Madison Nickens
Tristen Skinner
Joseph Snover*
Mason Tallieu

12th Grade 
Sophia Allen

Maisey Bigelow
Chelsea Bohms*
Gerilyn Carpenter

Nathan Cloyd
Brian Coltson

Randy Crisman
Levi Cryderman*
Ashtian Davis*
Kendra DeLong
Jamie Dibble*

Jillyan Dinsmore*
Dakota Distelrath*

Kerra Elling
Scott Helton

Connor Henry
Hunter James*

Shyanne LaFond
Lily Lyons

Camryn MacGuire*
Cody McCormick
Hannah McSkulin

Lacie Peters
Gabrialla Ramirez

Carley Smith*
Colton Stadler

Morgan Tallieu*
Gunnar Thompson
Johnathan Tolfree

Lane Torrey
Amira Varvel

Emily Warrington*
Roman Wood

D. Loomis
graduates

Drew J. Loomis of Bay City re-
cently graduated from Northwood
University, Midland, Mich. earn-
ing a Bachelor’s of Business Ad-
ministration in Marketing
Management.  

A 2015 graduate of Cass City
High School, he is the son of Jeff
and Deanna Loomis of Pinckney,
MI. 

Drew is currently the head of
Property Management for MDL
Investments in Bay City.

Drew Loomis
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Is M for Mau, Mary or Mohammed?

tabby having four dark lines on the face and having
the ability to never fall on their back.

Legends notwithstanding, I have my own take on
why cats act so aloof and why tabbies look the way
they do; cats in Egypt were once worshiped as gods.
They never forgot that and lord that fact over us by
acting so aloof.
As for the theory of being marked with an M, I think

it is for “Masters of the Universe” because they allow
us to live in their homes.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

For several hours last week, the Drier household
was in a tailspin when an utter cat-astrophe hap-
pened.
Bob the cat, who is also known as Bobbers, escaped.

Normally, he does the free-range kitty routine for
only a few hours on the rare occasions when he gets
out, but last week, he was gone for more than 24
hours.

I never thought I would admit it, but I actually
missed him and was worried about him. I’m a dog
lover — always have been and always will be.

I had some cats when I was growing up, but they
were all outside cats that would occasionally let me
play with them for a while. They had to stay outside
because I was allergic to them.

Bobbers is the only cat who hasn’t tried to kill me
by giving me breathing issues. From what I under-
stand, he is a “tabby” because of the “M” design on
his forehead. When he showed up at my house six
years ago and adopted us, I laughed that his gray fur
with black stripes and markings looked like he just
happened to have an initial “M” on his head.

When I commented to a friend about this unusual
looking cat who just showed up one day, she ex-
plained his design was called the “Mark of Mary”
and that there are a couple of legends about that de-
sign.
She explained the first legend about cats with an M

on their forehead comes from ancient Egypt where
cats were worshiped as gods, and the name for cats
there was “Mau”. That word also translates to seeing
or light. Some cats’ eyes appear luminous at night,
and it’s associated with the moon so the marking is
supposed to reflect association with the moon.

The Egyptian Mau is a direct descendant of those
ancient Egyptian cats. It is the offspring of the
African wild cat, which still carries the “M” on its
forehead.

The other legend of the “M” goes back to the birth
of Jesus. Because He was sleeping in a manger in a
barn, it was cold. As Mary tried to warm her new-
born, she asked the animals in the stable to move in
closer, hoping their body heat would help to warm
Jesus.

According to that legend, a Tabby cat jumped into
the manger and cuddled next to the baby. The cat’s
body heat helped warm Him, and the purring put Him
to sleep.
The legend goes that Mary put the initial of her first

name on the cat so the world would know that a
tabby cat had comforted baby Jesus.
And, there is another legend that Mohammed loved

cats. Because of that, he put the letter of his first
name on their foreheads to show the world of his love
and that cats should be respected.
That legend goes on to note that when Mohammed’s

cat killed a snake, he was grateful and showed his ap-
preciation by stroking the cat’s face and petting the
cat’s back. That is supposed to be the reason for each
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As commander of Cass City VFW Post 3644 for
several years, and having been just recently re-
elected to the position, I would like to share with
you some of the goings on this month involving
your local charter.

With Memorial Day having just passed, many are
the times I have told people just how busy these
days in May can be for the post.
May 1, which has been traditionally known as May

Day, is now set aside as Loyalty Day. It is a very lit-
tle-known national holiday written into law in 1958
during President Eisenhower’s term of office. Not a
lot of fanfare, but rather an opportunity for quiet re-
flection and personal reaffirmation of our loyalty to
the greatest country in the world, America. What a
novel idea!

On Sunday, May 5, I had to attend a 10th District
VFW meeting in Yale while members of the post,
along with Boy Scouts for Trooper 594, Cass City,
put flags out on Main Street in observance of the
Thunder Across the Thumb motorcycle ride support-
ing local veterans.

May 8 marked the 74th anniversary of hostilities
of World War II in Europe. Thankfully, the war was

Tick season is here:
protect yourselves

With the arrival of warmer weather, the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is
encouraging Michigan residents to protect themselves
from ticks, as tick-borne diseases, and particularly
Lyme disease, are expanding across the state.
Although ticks can cause multiple illnesses, Lyme dis-

ease is the most commonly reported tick-borne disease
in Michigan.  Lyme disease is caused by the bacterium
Borrelia burgdorferi and is transmitted by the black-
legged/deer tick.
Peak transmission season for Lyme disease in Michi-

gan is associated with the nymphal stage of black-
legged ticks. Roughly the size of a poppy seed, these
ticks are active from May through August, and peak in
June.
The blacklegged tick is well-established in large por-

tions of Michigan and their presence is continuing to
expand. In 2017, there were 291 human cases of Lyme
disease reported, with most of those exposures occur-
ring in the Upper Peninsula and western Lower Penin-
sula.

In the Thumb, Huron County emerged as a county
with a known risk for Lyme disease in 2018, while both
Tuscola and Sanilac counties were considered to be
counties at risk for the disease.

There were fewer than 30 human cases of Lyme dis-
ease reported in Michigan in any year between 2000
and 2004. By 2009, the number had jumped to 90 re-
ported cases. By 2013, it was 166 cases.
That number could be very low. According to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the
number of Lyme disease cases nationwide could be 10
times higher than what’s actually being reported. Be-
cause the early symptoms of Lyme Disease often mimic
what feels like the flu, infected people — and even their
doctors — often don’t test for it.

The most important way to protect against Lyme dis-
ease is to prevent tick bites, according to health offi-
cials, who say if you find a tick attached to your body,
promptly remove it.  Monitor your health and if you ex-
perience fever, rash, muscle or joint aches, or other
symptoms, consult with your medical provider.
People can protect themselves against tick-borne dis-

eases by following these tips:
*Avoid tick-infested areas. Walk in the center of trails

to avoid contact with overgrown grass, brush, and leaf
litter at trail edges.
*Dogs and cats can come into contact with ticks out-

doors and bring them into the home, so using tick pre-
vention products on pets is also recommended.
*Apply repellent containing DEET (20-30 percent) or

Picaridin on exposed skin. Treat clothes (especially
pants, socks, and shoes) with permethrin, which kills
ticks on contact or buy clothes that are pre-treated. Do
not use permethrin directly on skin.
*Always check for ticks on yourself and your animals

after being outdoors, even in your own yard. Inspect
all body surfaces carefully, and remove attached ticks
with tweezers.

*Bathe or shower as soon as possible after coming
indoors (preferably within two hours) to wash off and
more easily find ticks that are crawling on you.

*Washing clothing in hot water and drying on high
heat will kill ticks in clothing.

If you’re a fireworks enthusiast and don’t tend to
pay attention to the clock, you could end up with a
fine of $1,000 under changes made to the Michigan
fireworks law and in effect this year.

That’s according to Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent, who posted the new regulations on the de-
partment’s Facebook page in advance of the Memo-
rial Day holiday weekend Friday.

In short, if your township, village or city enforces
the new regulations, residents who set off fireworks
after 11:45 p.m. Saturday or Sunday could have been
ticketed.

While the notice was posted too late to get the in-
formation in the Chronicle last week, we can offer
you a heads-up regarding the July 4 holiday week-
end, when shooting off fireworks will be prohibited
after 11:45 p.m. Saturday, June 29, through Friday,
July 5.
And, if you really want to plan ahead, the same re-

strictions apply to the Saturday and Sunday preced-
ing Labor Day.

**********
.

Not all dogs are afraid of fireworks, but for those
that are noise sensitive the Humane Society of Tus-
cola County offers the following.

Keep your dog at home, officials say, closing all
doors and windows, and wrapping them up in an
anti-anxiety shirt are all ways to help them cope with
fireworks. 

For dogs with more serious anxiety, the non-profit
group says, it might be time to try something new –
CBD oil from hemp. It’s a safe, all-natural solution
to a number of canine health issues. Contact officials
at (989) 672-7387 for more information.

**********      

Eight student-athletes who will be juniors at their
schools during the 2019-20 academic year have been
selected to serve two-year terms on the Michigan
High School Athletic Association’s Student Advisory
Council.

The Student Advisory Council is a 16-member
group which provides feedback on issues impacting
educational athletics from a student’s perspective and
serves for two years, beginning as juniors. Eight new
members are selected annually to serve on the SAC,
with nominations made by MHSAA member
schools. The incoming juniors will join the group of
eight seniors-to-be appointed a year ago that include
Caro senior Trevin Phillips.

The Student Advisory Council meets seven times
each school year, and once more for a 24-hour lead-
ership camp. In addition to assisting in the promotion
of the educational value of interscholastic athletics,
the Council discusses issues dealing with the 4 S’s of
educational athletics: scholarship, sportsmanship,
safety (including health and nutrition) and the sensi-
ble scope of athletic programs. There is also a fifth S
discussed by the group – student leadership.

This school year, the Council selected the 2018-19
“Battle of the Fans VIII” champion and presented
Sportsmanship Summits in front of more than 1,000
students from across the state, handed out champi-
onship trophies at Finals events and provided feed-
back to the MHSAA Representative Council on
proposed rule changes.

*********   

Despite below normal temperatures, Sheriff Garry
Biniecki reports the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office
kept busy over the Memorial Day weekend, reporting
central dispatch received 500 calls for service.
The Sanilac County Sheriff’s Deputies had 242 in-

cidents assigned and handled 87 complaints, Sher-
iff’s Deputies made seven arrests and performed 144
traffic stops with 55 citations issued.

Sanilac County Correction’s Deputies booked 13
subjects into the jail with the help of other police
agencies throughout the county..  

The Marine Division was on the water in Lake
Huron waterways from patrol boats based in both
Port Sanilac and Lexington harbors. No water related
injuries were reported.

The Sheriff’s Office also conducted additional en-
forcement using grant funding for seatbelt enforce-
ment.

May a busy month of
remembrance for vets

Please turn to page 7.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Jilleene R. Parker, 28, Flint,
pleaded no contest to charges of
armed robbery resulting in serious
injury to the victim, armed rob-
bery and two counts of unlawful
imprisonment Sept. 9 in Milling-
ton Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, Parker’s
$500,000 bond was revoked and
she was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.

*Casimiro Delgado, 51, Vassar,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail following his plea of
no contest to possession of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) Sept. 28 in
Vassar Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 24 months and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$1,008.
*Faith A. Windsor, 21, Mt. Mor-

ris, pleaded no contest to charges
of illegal use of a financial trans-
action device and stealing/retain-
ing a financial transaction device
without consent of the device-
holder March 31, 2016, in Cass
City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was set at
$5,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Charles D. Schattilly, 72, De-
ford, was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $985 following his
pleas of guilty to driving while his
license was suspended or revoked,
and unlawful use of a license
plate, and no contest to attempted
aggravated indecent exposure
Feb. 2 in Caro.

*Joslyn Malicowski, 29, Reese,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following her plea of no
contest to identity theft June 8,

2016, in Denmark Township.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $458 plus restitution
of $403.68 to Catholic Federal
Credit Union.

*Kenneth R. Crawford, 72, De-
ford, received a six-month de-
layed sentence following his plea
of no contest to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by
failing to comply with reporting
duties between Feb. 1 and Feb. 28
in Kingston Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,258.
*Nicholas G. Jenks, 28,

Mayville, was sentenced to 180
days in jail following his pleas of
no contest to uttering and publish-
ing involving a $700 check drawn
on Dort Federal Credit Union,
using a computer to commit a
crime and identity theft Feb. 13,
2018, in Millington Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $2,894.

*Anthony E. Putman, 30, Caro,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor March 4 in Indi-
anfields Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Zachary T. Adamczyk, 23,
Caro, pleaded guilty to charges of
receiving and concealing stolen
firearms and possession of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony March 5-15 in Dayton
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Tyler C. Gokey, 27, Cass City,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
following his plea of no contest to
aggravated assault Nov. 17 in
Ellington Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-

fender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $258.

*Sarah M. Phelps, 35, Vassar,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
following her plea of guilty to do-
mestic violence, third offense,
Dec. 15, 2017, in Tuscola Town-
ship. She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, she was
placed on probation for 36
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $458.

*Whitney A. Alexander, 23,
Flint, pleaded no contest to
charges of third degree criminal
sexual conduct, two counts of as-
sault with intent to do great bodily
harm less than murder and two
counts of assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) Sept.
26 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was
continued at $250,000 and the de-
fendant was remanded to the cus-
tody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Shelley L. Guilds, 52, Caro,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the  in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Feb. 9 in Almer Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jeremy L. Likens, 43, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of
cocaine, heroin or another nar-
cotic (less than 25 grams), second
offense, Feb. 8 in Ellington Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$8,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
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����		�� Sebewaing man faces charge of 
indecent exposure in Huron Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A lack of clothing has landed a
Huron County man in hot water.

That’s according to Huron
County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson,
who reported the arrest Friday of
a Sebewaing Township man on a
felony charge of indecent expo-

sure following an investigation.
“The charge stems from an al-

leged early afternoon incident on
April 15, when a neighbor of the
suspect called dispatch about a
man ringing their doorbell while
he was standing at the door wear-
ing nothing but socks,” Hanson
explained.

“Thomas W. Nimtz, 58, of Can-

boro Road, Sebewaing, was
booked into our jail this morning
on that felony charge of aggra-
vated indecent exposure,” he said.
“He was then arraigned and later
posted 10 percent of a $5,000
bond to be released.”

A date for the defendant’s next
court appearance was not avail-
able at press time.

Lawmakers approve insurance reform bill

health insurance the option of hav-
ing those benefits cover health
care expenses stemming from an
auto accident.

The plan would require insurers
to offer Michigan drivers new PIP
coverage options, which will
guarantee varying degrees of rate
reduction.

The deal provides five options
for drivers on the level of personal
injury protection coverage they
want. Under the deal, keeping the
current unlimited coverage option
would guarantee a 10-percent rate
reduction in PIP coverage, which
makes up about 50 percent of a
typical insurance bill.

The other options are: a 20 per-
cent reduction in PIP rates for
$500,000 in coverage, a 35 per-
cent reduction for $250,000 in
coverage, a 45 percent reduction
for $50,000 in coverage, and a
100 percent reduction for senior
citizens and drivers who have
qualifying health insurance, such
as Medicare or private insurance. 
The rate rollbacks would last for

eight years, after which there are
no guarantees.
According to Lauwers, the legis-

lation will reduce the $220 annual
Michigan Catastrophic Claims
Association (MCCA) fee by 80
percent for all options other than
unlimited coverage. The MCCA
earlier this year announced plans
to impose an additional fee in-
crease of $28 on drivers, which is
added to insurance premiums,
bringing the total to $220 per ve-
hicle.
Under the state’s no-fault system,

those fees – assessed to every car

Continued from page one.
insurance company doing busi-
ness in Michigan and charged to
customers — were placed into a
fund that covered the cost of med-
ical care for people injured in car
accidents when the cost of med-
ical care exceeded $580,000.
The bill lawmakers approved Fri-

day also bans insurance compa-
nies from using several
non-driving factors in setting their
rates and seeks to crack down on
unnecessary medical treatments;
reduces the system’s susceptibility
to lawsuits, fraud and conflicts of
interest; and cuts down on the
number of uninsured drivers
through more affordable rates.
“No one is questioning the qual-

ity of the benefits provided by the
no-fault system, but requiring
families who can’t afford to do so
to purchase the most expensive,
highest care package isn’t the an-
swer,” Daley said. “This require-
ment has caused families to make
some really tough choices. People
need to have options based on

what they can afford.”
SB 1 was approved by both the

House and Senate with bipartisan
support and now moves to the
desk of Gov. Gretchen Whitmer,
who indicated she will sign the
legislation.

“We’ve accomplished more in
the last five months than in the last
five years. This vote demonstrates
that when both parties work to-
gether and build bridges, we can
solve problems and make life bet-
ter for the people of Michigan,”
Whitmer stated in a news release
issued Friday.
“This plan will help drivers from

Detroit all the way to the U.P.,”
she added. “It guarantees lower
auto insurance rates for eight
years, protects people’s choice to
pick their own insurance and cov-
erage options while preserving the
safety net, and bans insurance
companies from using discrimina-
tory non-driving factors when set-
ting rates.”

He has since served in the following capacities:

*Associate pastor of Ss. Peter & Paul, Saginaw (October 27, 1985-July
14, 1986).
*Associate pastor of St. Anne, Linwood (July 14, 1986- July 14, 1988).
*Associate pastor of Blessed Sacrament, Midland (July 14, 1988-June

1, 1991).
*Pastor of St. Roch, Caseville, and Sacramental Minister at St. Felix,

Pinnebog (July 14, 1993-July 18, 2001).
*Pastor of Sacred Heart, Caro (July 18, 2001-June 30, 2015).
*Pastor of St. John XXIII, which includes churches in Hemlock, Merrill

and Ryan (June 30, 2015- May 19, 2019). 

Continued from page one.

Diocese places priest on leave
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Simple economics:
grill and save cash

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

For Mimi Nicol, art is a way of
life. A resident of Cass City for 20
years, she is one of the founding
members of Artistic Endeavors, a
local art gallery. Nicol said Cass
City is a great place to run a
gallery, and she enjoys the oppor-
tunity to display many different
kinds of art. The gallery show-
cases a variety of art forms, from
photography to painting, and
Nicol said it is nice to have a place
where the community can come
and view all of them. The gallery
was established after Nicol and a
handful of other artists from the
area came together to find a place
to showcase their work. “It is nice
to have a place where we can
show what we do,” she said. “We
have a bunch of artists, mostly re-
tired art teachers, who all make
different forms of art.” Nicol her-
self works with glass, making
many different types of sculptures
and art pieces with it, and working
with leaded and fused glass. She
said Cass City is a great place to
live and she loves the chance to
help the community get involved
in art.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Fran Lovejoy isn’t one to em-
brace the spotlight, preferring in-
stead to stay behind the scenes,
quietly, in her classroom, nurtur-
ing the youngest of students in the
Cass City School District. But co-
workers - past and present - will
tell you Lovejoy is a gem of an ed-
ucator. Next month, Lovejoy will
leave her classroom at the Cass
City Early Childhood Education
Center for the last time. She’s re-
tiring after a career spanning
nearly 4 decades.
For the second straight year, Cass

City seniors Lukas Varney and
Austin Babich shared the male
Co-Athletes of the Meet award at
the 37th running of the Huron
County Meet of Champions. The
pair accounted for 5 individual
wins at the showcase meet and
also helped the Red Hawks record
gold in the 1600 and 3200 meter
relays. Babich defended his 2008
crowns in the 100 and 200 meter
dashes with winning times of
11.13 and 22.82, respectively,
both faster than his winning time
in the previous year. Babich also
added the 400-meter title on the
day with a time of 50.89. Varney,
once again, proved to be the
county’s best in the 800 and 1600
meter runs with times of 2:05 and
4:43 and teamed with Dewey
Mabe, Tyler Burk and Alex Var-
ney to top the 3200-meter relay
field.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Smith of
Decker announce the engagement
of their daughter, Julie Ann Smith,
to Robert H. Schroder, both of
Sylvania, Ohio. Schroder is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Hans
Schroder of Sylvania. Julie is a
1985 graduate of Cass City High
School and a 1989 graduate of
Eastern Michigan University. She
is employed with Delta USA
Corp., Monroe, in production con-
trol. Schroder is a 1982 graduate
of Northview High School in Syl-
vania and is in sales at Home City
Ice Co., Sylvania. A September
wedding is planned. 

Eastern Michigan University re-
cently awarded scholarships to
Cass City honor students and
brothers, Barry G. and Noel G.
Hornbacher. The 1994 Cass City
High School graduates are the
sons of Gary and Joyce Horn-
bacher.

John R.J. Shagena Jr. graduated
from the United State Military
Academy, West Point, New York,
May 28. Graduation ceremonies
were held at Michie Stadium,
“home of Army football”. Sha-
gena, a 1990 graduate of Clare
High School, is the son of John
R.J. and Margaret Shagena of
Clare, and the grandson of Joseph
and Mary Lou Lorencz of Gage-

won the ball throw. Also partici-
pating from Cass City was Bill
Hastings.  Participants were
grouped by age.
Airman Larry C. Coggins, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Demott F. Coggins
of 2407 Van Dyke Road, Decker,
has been selected for technical
training at Sheppard Air Force
Base, Tex., in the Air Force air-
craft maintenance field. The air-
man recently completed basic
training at Lackland Air Force
Base, Tex., and studied the Air
Force mission, organization and
customs and received special in-
struction in human relations. Cog-
gins is a 1978 graduate of Marlette
High School.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Mrs. Vera King and son Bob and
the Misses Charlotte Watson,
Cheryl Whittaker and Loraine Os-
entoski left Thursday night and re-
turned home Monday. They
visited Pvt. Larry King at Fort
Knox, Ky.

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley McArthur
will hold an open house in honor
of their 42nd wedding anniversary
Sunday, June 8. The observance
will be at the McArthurs’ home at
6606 Third St. Stanley McArthur
and the former Pauline Squiers
were married at the bride’s home
in Flint June 4, 1927. They have
one son, Robert, of Cass City and
two grandchildren. The couple
asks that no gifts be given.
Highlight of the evening was the

presentation of the Paul Smarks
award as athlete of the year to
Tom Guinther by Athletic Director
Robert Stickle. Guinther was a
regular in football, a member of
the varsity basketball team and
one of Cass City’s better track per-
formers. It was the 14th year that
the award was presented to a sen-
ior with outstanding character,
scholarship and athletic ability.

Winners of a free trip to Las
Vegas in a contest sponsored by
Cass City IGA Foodliner were
Mrs. Isabelle Seeley, left, and
Mrs. Betty Dewey. Explaining the
details of the all-expense trip is
Mrs. Harry Lenda. Besides the
grand prize winners, three runner-
up prizes were awarded. Mrs.
Gerry Crow won the first prize,
Sophie Peters was second and
Stella Hennessey, third.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Pvt. and Mrs. Lester Mackay of
Robins Field, Georgia, are spend-
ing a 15-day furlough at the home
of the former’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. John Mackay. A-S J. Eddy
Mackay of Kalamazoo visited
over the week end at his home
here.
About 25 friends, neighbors and

relatives enjoyed a party in the
Harold Asher home Monday
evening in honor of the silver
wedding anniversary of Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley Asher. Mrs. Asher
was the former Miss Elsie Britton
and their wedding took place May
29, 1919. The affair Monday
evening was a surprise to the
guests of honor.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Saturday, Kenneth Striffler in-
vited five of his boy friends, Dar-
win and Clare Bailey, Garrison
Moore, and Glenford Straube to
spend the day at his father’s farm
northeast of the city. With their
lunch, they boarded the Bad Axe
train at noon, and from Palma-
teer’s Siding they walked to the C.
D. Striffler farm where they
romped in true boy fashion and
enjoyed fishing in the river
nearby.

The Milligan brothers were de-
lighted with the news that their
brother, Fred, had landed at New-
port News on May 20. He ex-
pected to be transferred to Camp
Custer after five days at Camp
Morris and is expected home
soon. Fred has the pleasure of
spending a ten-day furlough at his
old home in Scotland on the
homebound trip. 

town and James E. Shagena, for-
merly of Cass City, and Marjorie
Joel of Au Train.

Denise R. Savino of Gagetown
and Jennifer A Rutkoski of Decker
are among 1,154 students recently
named to the fall semester aca-
demic honors list at Ferris State
University, Big Rapids. To be eli-
gible, a Ferris student must have
compiled a 3.5 grade point aver-
age in at least 12 hours of work. 

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Born May 17 to Mr. and Mrs.
Larry Neuman of Cass City, a
daughter, Allyson Leigh, in Hills
and Dales Hospital, weighing nine
pounds. She joins a brother, Ryan,
3. Grandparents are Dr. and Mrs.
Wayne Miller of Pigeon and Mr.
and Mrs. Edgar Neuman of Sebe-
waing. 

Top athletes receiving awards at
the Owendale-Gagetown athletic
banquet last Wednesday were
Linda Retford, most valuable
player, volleyball, and Gary Er-
ickson, most valuable baseball
and track, most improved, basket-
ball, and Bulldog athlete of the
year. Scott Wright, most valuable
basketball; Sheila Engelhardt,
most valuable, volleyball, and
Bulldog athlete of the year, and
Reid Goslin, most valuable, base-
ball. Awards were presented for
junior varsity and varsity basket-
ball; junior varsity and varsity vol-
leyball; softball, baseball; track;
junior high basketball, volleyball,
track and cheerleaders; and to all
senior year athletes.   
Red Hawks Mike Middaugh and

Lori Calka continued to pile up in-
dividual honors in area track
meets as they were named the
male and female athletes of the
meet Monday, at the Daily Trib-
une Champions Invitational Track
and Field Meet in Bad Axe. Mid-
daugh was first in four events,
winning both hurdles, the long
jump and ran a leg in the winning
mile relay team. Calka set a meet
record in the long jump with a
leap of 17-154 and piled up four
firsts. She also won the 100 and
220-yard dashes and ran a leg of
the 880-relay team.

Tammy Jantz received a $50
check Monday from Cass City
High School Principal Russell
Richards, her prize from the Tus-
cola County Professional Devel-
opment Policy Board, for
designing the winning logo for its
stationery. The group of county
educators sponsored the contest
for county students. A 10th grader,
Tammy is the daughter of Ted and
Geraldine Jantz of Rescue Road,
Owendale. 

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Former Huron County Deputy
Sheriff Larry Ringvelski has been
hired as the new police officer in
Gagetown. He was interviewed
for the position Monday night.
Ruth Smith has come a long way

since she started teaching for $30
a month in 1933, but in terms of
miles, she hasn’t gone very far at
all. The Evergreen Elementary
School principal and kindergarten
teacher is retiring at the end of the
school year. “I will really miss it,”
she said of her soon to end career.
“I’ll really miss these kids. I’ve
never been sorry I went into teach-
ing. It wasn’t an easy decision to
make (to retire).”

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ron An-
drus of Comstock Park, a daugh-
ter, Allison Marie, May 18 in St.
Mary’s Hospital, Grand Rapids,
She weighed six pounds and 14
ounces. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Alan Rogers of Decker. The
Andruses have a son, Matthew, 3.
Three Cass City youngsters were

among the winners at the Special
Olympics May 11 in Caro. Dianne
Keyser, 6th grade, took first place
in the 50-meter run, long jump
and ball throw, second in 200 me-
ters and third in 400 meters. Jess
Deatherage, 7th-8th grade, won
first in the 5-meter run and ball
throw, second in 200 meters and
third in 400 meters. Rick Kern

Folks in my generation (and those much older, of course) will know
what I’m talking about when I reminisce about trips to the candy store
as a kid.
Do you remember penny candy that actually cost a penny? You know,

the kind that was stored in those traditional see-through containers with
a handy metal scoop and small paper bags nearby? Or the squeaky
wooden floors in that old dime store you frequented as a kid? How
about the unmistakable aroma of all those sweets wafting together?
If you’ve lived in Cass City long enough, you remember – as I fondly

do – how easy it was to relive those wonderful childhood memories
back when Gerald and Geraldine Prieskorn were still running their Ben
Franklin Store, in the now-vacant former Fairway storefront on Main
Street. I’ve always been thankful that my own kids were able to expe-
rience walking through those doors when they were young.

Anyway, penny candy was quite a bargain.  Or so I thought until I re-
cently came across an Internet article.

Now I’m not so sure.
The story explored the cost of summer fun through the years and re-

lated how prices from yesteryear always seem like they were much
lower than what we pay today — month-long cruises for a couple hun-
dred bucks and luxury hotel rooms for less than $20, for example.

Heck, most kids today probably never even heard of a “dime store”,
but you can bet they know all about “dollar stores”.

Seems those “low” prices of the past aren’t always so economical
when adjusted for inflation (AFI), according to research.

Take America’s favorite pastime — baseball — for example.  Accord-
ing to this article, a baseball glove cost around $4.20 back in the 1920s,
compared to $30 when this story was published just a few years ago.
Adjust the figure to include inflation and that glove back in the 1920s
cost more like $59.48.

The same goes for a Louisville Slugger. It cost $2 bucks in the old
days, but the estimated cost is $27.82 when adjusted for inflation, com-
pared to the more modern price of roughly $40 or more.  Still a bargain,
unlike the baseball that cost $1.39 in the 1920s, but was more like $19
after inflation, compared to $7 or so these days.

There’s good news for the outdoor grillers among us; hamburger that
cost just .24 cents a pound back in 1935 translates into a whopping
$4.17 a pound these days once you toss in inflation (the going rate for
burger was $3.55 a pound when this article was published). And,
ketchup was 77 percent more expensive in 1905 compared to today.

The story also addresses yard chores. The list price for a mower in
1924 was somewhere around $18, but the price jumps to $250.42 with
inflation. A comparable mower costs about $300 today, according to
the story.

Of course, the lesson here is crystal clear, guys. Put off that lawnmower
purchase for a few weeks, buy a new grill and save tons of money by
stocking up on burger and ketchup.

Now that’s what I call smart economics.
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Fund the Freedom Festival
CASS CITY — The annual Cass City Freedom Festival is just a few
weeks away.

To help raise money for the festival and fireworks, glow-in-the dark
bracelets are being sold for $1. They can be purchased at Chemical
Bank, Independent Bank, Thumb Bank and Trust, Rawson Memorial
District Library and Cass City Hardware.

Cass City FFA teams shine
CASS CITY – The Cass City FFA Team Maroon and White (junior
high) and Team Red Hawk (also junior high) recently earned state win-
ner and alternate state winner honors in the purchased division of the
Michigan FFA Market Rabbit Contest. Each team earned a gold award.

In addition, Team Cass City took an eighth place gold award in the
purchased division of the Michigan FFA Market Rabbit Contest.

Farmers market up, running
UBLY — The farmers market in Ubly is now up and running. The mar-
ket is open every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. through mid-October.

Pot ordinance hearing on tap
CASS CITY — The Elkland Township Board will host a public hearing
at 7 p.m. Monday, June 10, at the township hall, 6691 Church St., Cass
City.

The purpose of the hearing is to consider an opt-out ordinance of
Michigan’s recreational marijuana act, which would prohibit recre-
ational marijuana businesses from setting up shop in the township.

Those unable to attend the meeting can mail their written comments
to the Elkland Township Clerk, 6691 Church St., Cass City, MI 48726
before the hearing.
A copy of the proposed ordinance is available for viewing at Rawson

Memorial District Library in Cass City or at the township hall by ap-
pointment.

Green bill funding projects
LANSING — State Rep. Phil Green’s proposal to invest in outdoor
recreation and natural resources projects across Michigan has been
signed into state law.

Public Act 12 – also known as House Bill 4244, sponsored by Green
(R-Millington) – provides $26 million for more than 60 recreational de-
velopment and land acquisition projects. The money will come from
the Natural Resources Trust Fund, which according to the Michigan
Constitution can only be used to support these types of projects.

Money in the fund comes from the development of minerals on state
land – not general tax money – and is distributed on an annual basis in
partnership with local governments.  The program dates back to the
1970s.

This is the first new law sponsored by Green, a first-term legislator
who represents citizens in Tuscola and Huron counties.
“This plan received unanimous and bipartisan support in the Legisla-

ture for good reason – it’s the right thing to do for our state and its fu-
ture,” Green said. “We’ve got to ensure our parks, trails and nature areas
are around to be enjoyed by our children and grandchildren. The Natural
Resources Trust Fund plays a significant role in maintaining Michigan’s
great outdoors heritage.”

The project investments outlined in Green’s proposal were recom-
mended by the Natural Resources Trust Fund Board in December. The
recommendations are subject to approval by the Michigan Legislature,
a process accomplished through Green’s legislation.
The recommended project list includes $49,000 to buy property along

Lake Huron and expand Lincoln Park in the city of Harbor Beach.

Be alert for new IRS scam
MICHIGAN — The Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) has issued a no-
tice on a new IRS Scam.
In the most recent scam variation, callers “spoof” the telephone num-

ber of the IRS TAS office in Houston or Brooklyn. When calls are
spoofed, the scammers have changed the caller ID to make it look like
they are calling from the agency, such as the IRS - TAS.
Calls may be “robo-calls” or automated calls that request a call back.

Once the taxpayer returns the call, the scammer requests personal in-
formation, such as a Social Security number or other personally identi-
fiable information.

Residents are reminded to never give out personal information over
the phone if a return call is requested, or via email. The IRS will not
call or email you and request personal information. They will not ask
for your bank information or require you to purchase gift cards to pay
off debt.
If you suspect that you have been a target of a scam, you should report

instances of IRS-related phishing attempts and fraud to the Treasury In-
spector General for Tax Administration at 800-366-4484.
In addition, residents are encouraged to watch credit card accounts for

any unauthorized activity, and notify all credit bureaus of any suspicious
activity on the report.
Credit reporting agencies are: Equifax — www.equifax.com (888-766-

0008); Experian — www.experian.com (888-397-3742); and Tran-
sUnion — www.transunion.com (800-680-7289).

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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STATE REP. Phil Green

(right) was among the

speakers during a recent

groundbreaking ceremony

in Tuscola County’s Gil-

ford Township, future

home of a new, $12 million,

16,200-square-foot Quality

Roasting LLC soybean

processing plant, which is

expected to begin opera-

tions this fall. Tuscola

County and Michigan

EDC officials were on

hand for the groundbreak-

ing along with local gov-

ernment and agriculture

department officials and

farmers.

of the project was conducted by a
consultant.

It was new MDHHS Director
Robert Gordon who called for a
reassessment of the hospital loca-
tion based on concerns related to
staffing shortages, lack of new
staff recruitment and lack of a per-
manent psychiatrist on the Caro
Center staff, and water accessibil-
ity.

However, emails obtained via a
Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request submitted by an
ABC12 reporter subsequently re-
vealed Gordon had all but decided
in late 2018 that the project wasn’t
going to proceed in Tuscola
County.

“Among other things, the…
emails show a decision was al-
ready largely made to stop the
project before a consultant was
brought on to ‘study’ its feasibil-

Continued from page one.

Green: vote supports keeping new hospital
ity,” Michigan Speaker of the
House Lee Chatfield (R-Levering)
said at the time. “The idea of
using a third party to put on a
show of making that decision was
pitched as a way to ‘get the right
answer’ and ‘hold off the legisla-
ture.’”

Tuscola County officials have re-
sponded with reams of research
and data presented last year, when
former Republican Gov. Rick
Snyder’s administration signed off
on the project and approved the
funding — $115 million to con-
struct the 200-bed, 225,000-
square-foot hospital.
County commissioners have also

hired consulting/lobbying firms to
help them plead their case to the
state. More recently, officials have
focused on gathering information
related to available services and
facilities in place to support the
new psychiatric facility, including

hospitals, specialty clinics and law
enforcement resources.

A groundbreaking ceremony for
the project was held last fall, and
the state has already invested $3
million in the project to-date.

The Caro Center, a staple in the
community for more than 100
years and Tuscola County’s sec-
ond largest employer, boasts
roughly 350 employees and has an
estimated economic impact of
some $54 million on the region’s
economy.

“Relocation of the facility would
have dramatic, devastating reper-
cussions to businesses, schools
and families in communities
throughout this region,” Green
said last week. “The Caro site is
the best possible place for this
project. The 600-acre site is state-
owned, and infrastructure is al-
ready in place. Plus, it has easy
access to state highways and
nearby medical providers.”

The governor is scheduled to
make her decision by the end of
September. But Green says there’s
no time to waste.

“People across the state are cry-
ing out for access to quality men-
tal health care,” he said. “We
simply can’t wait any longer for
the additional beds this project
would provide. I urge the gover-
nor to reconsider her decision to
halt this important project.”

Green noted residents can join
him in urging Whitmer to restore
funding to the Caro project by
signing his online petition at
www.ThumbValues.com.
The DHHS budget now moves to

the full House for consideration.

Legislation establishing a special recognition license plate honoring
Blue Star Families was approved by the Senate Committee on Families,
Seniors and Veterans last week.
“Military families across the nation have made sacrifices that most of

us cannot even imagine to preserve our liberties,” said state Sen. Kevin
Daley (R-Lum), the bill’s sponsor.

“Blue Star Families has over 150,000 members who assist military
families who have suffered a loss, work with organizations to provide
scholarships to military spouses and veterans, and participate in count-
less other volunteer efforts.”

Senate Bill 118 would amend the Michigan Vehicle Code to require
the secretary of state to
develop and issue a spe-
cial recognition license
plate recognizing Blue
Star Families. Under the
bill, residents who are
currently serving in the
U.S. armed forces — or
members of their imme-
diate family — would be
able to apply for the spe-
cial recognition plate.

The plate would in-
clude a Blue Star Fami-
lies insignia and the
words “Blue Star Fam-
ily” under the registration
numbers.

“These folks do so
much for veterans and
their families and I
thought this was one way
we could both recognize
and thank them for the
work they do,” Daley
said.

With committee approval, SB 118 will now move to the Senate floor
for consideration.

STATE SENATOR Kevin Daley (R-

Lum) listens as Kim Muller, presi-

dent of the Blue Star Mothers of

America, Michigan Blue Water

Chapter 180, testifies in support of

Senate Bill 118. The Senate Commit-

tee on Families, Seniors and Veterans

approved the legislation last week.

Daley bill honors Blue
Star Families with plate
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soon over in August of 1945 with the surrender of Japan.
My guys were out in force May 10 and 11 taking donations during our

annual Poppy Campaign, which replenishes our relief fund, with all col-
lections remaining in the local area. We appreciate the community’s
generosity and support.
On May 13, we provided an honor guard for a deceased veteran of the

Korean War.
Flags were lowered to half-staff on May 15 in observance of fallen

police officers who have died in the line of duty, protecting our cities
and towns.
Armed Forces Day is observed every year on May 18 in honor of our

men and women currently serving in all five branches of our armed
services; Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force and Coast Guard.
We were out in force for our annual Memorial Day observances, plac-

ing flags at Elkland and Novesta township cemeteries over the weekend.
As is usual, a color guard from the Cass City VFW led the parade Mon-
day morning.
In closing, a friendly reminder: Let us all strive to be respectful of the

U.S. colors and those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice with their
lives in the defense of our country and all the freedoms we are blessed
with.

Your obedient servant,

Dennis “Joe” Merchant, commander
VFW Post 3644, Cass City

Editor,

Hours spent at VA facilities with loved ones can be exhausting.  The
wait times and multiple appointments often add up to an eight- or 10-
hour day. In hindsight, I’d do anything to spend another long, short,
good or even a bad day with my favorite veteran.

What I’d like to share is what I’ve learned about honor, sacri?ce and
commitment.  All ages of veterans seem to share a bond of respect and
acceptance for one another.
I have witnessed a twenty-year-old Iraqi War veteran ask a World War

II veteran if the injections are helping with his bum knee. This same
young veteran o?ered up his arm when he saw the man limping out the
front door.
Group therapy sessions for those su?ering from Post-Traumatic Stress

Disorder (PTSD) can be very intense.  Some men and women face
demons that continue to haunt them after ?fty or more years. Frighten-
ing memories do not fade away without support and understanding.
Combat veterans understand one another and the moodiness, anxiety
and withdrawal that can go along with PTSD.
Drinking too much alcohol or using too many prescription medications

are ways some numb the uneasy feelings that can pop up. Unfortunately,
these destructive coping strategies cause even more problems.
Family life, the work place and sleep can be negatively impacted from

PTSD.
Watching as a Korean War vet scoots his walker up to a young veteran

in the waiting room, calls him by name and salutes him is a true gift.
As the gravelly voice chokes out, “Don’t quit trying, it’ll get better if
you work at it.  It takes a lot of time.  Here’s my phone number if you
ever want to talk.”

I LISTENED AND LEARNED:
If the opportunity arises, take the time to listen to America’s ?nest.  He

or she may be your neighbor, someone you see at the co?ee shop or the
person marching in the Memorial Day parade.  Display your American
?ag with pride, replace it when needed and don’t forget our gift of free-
dom.

Deborah Robinson
Cass City

Take the time to listen
to this nation’s finest

May a busy month of
remembrance for vets

Continued from page three.

Forty-six schools, including Cass City Elementary, have been named
Michigan School Wellness Award recipients for their efforts in promot-
ing healthy lifestyles.
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)

recently recognized school officials during a special ceremony at the
State Capitol for fostering healthy eating, physical activity habits and
tobacco-free lifestyles, impacting nearly 24,000 students.

Aside from Cass City, the other Thumb area award recipients – all
earning “silver” level recognition — include Highland Pines School in
Caro, Mayville Elementary School and Unionville-Sebewaing Elemen-
tary School.

“We support and recognize schools for their efforts to promote student
health,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, MDHHS chief medical executive
and chief deputy director for health. “These winning schools are pro-
moting health through a variety of strategies including physical educa-
tion, nutritious food and safe and supportive environments, and are a
great example for all schools in Michigan.”
The Michigan School Wellness Award program is part of the Michigan

Health and Wellness 4 x 4 Plan, and a collaboration with the Michigan
Department of Education, the United Dairy Industry of Michigan, Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, Michigan Action for Healthy Kids and
the Healthy Kids, Healthy Michigan Coalition.

The program encourages schools statewide to create healthy school
environments by establishing School Wellness Teams, completing the
Healthy School Action Tools and implementing sustainable policy and
environmental changes. Schools that have achieved all of these ele-
ments are recognized with the top-level gold award.

This year’s schools encouraged students to be active during recess,
transformed food service and engaged students to lead more healthy
lifestyles.

MDHHS names Cass
City among 46 healthy
schools across the state

Crowds turn out for Memorial Day

During his address Monday,
Beach referenced the roots of this
nation and its long history of “the
brightest and best” defending
democracy, freedom and the
rights of others during two world
wars, in Korea and Vietnam, and
now in the Middle East.
But he described Memorial Day

as a deeply personal day for so
many, because the names of the
men and women who have lost
their lives in defense of the United
States “have been indelibly writ-
ten in the hearts of the people who
knew them.”

It’s not for reward or special
honor that they gave their lives,
he added. “They saw that as their
duty, and they had the courage to
do it. That’s what today is all
about.”

Master of Ceremonies Mark
Zmierski, senior chief, U.S. Navy
(retired), indicted he couldn’t
have been more pleased with
Monday’s ceremony as well as
the sort of turnout – from young-

Continued from page one. sters to senior citizens – that he’s
come to expect each year.

“You couldn’t order more beau-
tiful weather. I think the special
part was having one of our own
Vietnam heroes” here as a
speaker, Zmierski said of Beach,
who during his seven months in
the combat zone distinguished
himself as a “Chaplain of
Marines”, earning him the Bronze
Star for Valor, the Navy Com-
mendation Medal for Valor, and
the Purple Heart.

Today, the Navy Chaplain
School’s Chaplain Stanley J.
Beach Student Leadership Award
is presented by the commanding
officer of the Navy Chaplain
School to the graduate who most
exhibits “exceptional potential for
leadership in ministry to the sea
services.” In June 2012, the facil-
ity housing the U.S. Naval Chap-
laincy School and Center in Fort
Jackson, S.C., was named Stanley
J. Beach Hall in honor of the for-
mer director of what was then
called the Naval Chaplains
School.

Beach, now of Seminole, Fla., is
married to the former Ellen Sick-
ler of Cass City, and the couple
have two married children, Laurie
Dewey of North Reddington
Beach, Fla., and Randal of Pen-
sacola, Fla. They also have four
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Beach expressed his apprecia-
tion of the demonstration of re-
spect and honor shown to local
veterans.
Monday was no exception, judg-

ing by the number of people who
gathered for the Elkland Town-
ship ceremony, but the size of the
crowd didn’t surprise Zmierski.

“It’s an impressive turnout, and
it’s important for people to show
up and pay their respects to those
who didn’t make it,” Zmierski
said.

When it comes to judging a com-
munity, he added, how the citi-
zens of a town treat their veterans
and demonstrate their love for
their country speaks volumes.
“And that’s evident in Cass City.”

VETERANS, their fami-

lies and others were on

hand for Monday’s Memo-

rial Day ceremony at Elk-

land Township Cemetery.

These images include a

photo of WW II veteran

Bruce Sherman after lay-

ing a wreath in honor of

the unknown dead, the

Cass City VFW Post’s Av-

enue of Flags, and U.S.

Navy Chaplain Capt.

Stanley Beach (retired) ad-

dressing the crowd.
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Now Offering

Pediatric Sleep Studies

Call 
989-912-6292 

for more 
information.

4675 Hill Street
Cass City, MI 48726

www.hdghmi.org

THE SAGINAW Medical Control Authority recently recognized several Tus-

cola County Sheriff’s deputies, Tuscola County Central dispatchers, a Caro

police officer and a sheriff’s office intern for their extraordinary efforts during

two baby deliveries and three CPR live saves in 2018. They are (front row, from

left) Christy Sawyer (911), Stacie Gilberg (911), Lorianne Sebert (911), Olivia

Rivera-Hall (911), Caro Police Officer Brian Ducolon, intern Ryan Hull,

Deputy Cory Jacobs, (back row, left) Amanda Berlin (911), Brandon Bertram

(911), Deputy Spencer Coleman and Sgt. Mike Mattlin.

New deputies on duty...

TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff Glen Skrent recently

swore in his department’s newest road patrol

deputy, Ryan Avery. “Deputy Avery is originally

from the Caro area. After graduating from Delta

Community College/Ferris State University, he ac-

cepted a law enforcement position in South Car-

olina. Avery recently moved back to the area to be

closer with his family,” Skrent said.

TUSCOLA County Undersheriff Bob Baxter re-

cently attended Delta College’s 104th Police Acad-

emy graduation. Among the new graduates is

Allyson Reimers, the second newest hire for the Tus-

cola County Sheriff’s Department Road Patrol.

Reimers hails from Isabella County, according to

Sheriff Glen Skrent, who noted she is very involved

with coaching for Special Olympics – basketball,

softball, bowling and state and summer games —

and was honored with a “Coach of the Year” award.
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2018 EMPLOYEE
OF THE YEAR

McLaren Caro Region

ALLYSON JOYCE, MSA, PGR, SHRP-CP
Director of Human Resources

Allyson is very dedicated to this 
organization and continuously goes 

above and beyond. She does a great 
job leading by example and always has 
a positive attitude with a smile on her 

face. Thank you for all you do, Allyson!
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Coaches 
call in your scores to

872-2010 or fax: 872-3810

�� ��

(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro
CURTIS GARBER 

CHEVROLET 
CADILLAC

www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

SALES TEAM

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

JOHN 
MERZ

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

SHAWN
KING

TM

FIND NEW ROADS

Visit our used car showroom at 700 N. State St. or give us a 
call at 989.673.2171 to schedule your next test drive!

Leather, Pioneer Radio,
Heated Seats,

Remote Start, Moonroof

2011 GMC TERRAIN SLT
$160/MO

Crew Cab, 4x4, Leather, Bose,  
Advanced Safety Pkg, 

Navigation, Adjustable Pedals, 
Bed Liner 

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LTZ Z71
$450/MO

Seats, Carfax 1 Owner, 
Backup Camera

2017 GMC TERRAIN SLE
$250/MO

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra
*W.A.C. - Finance terms vary, see dealer for details

Z71, 4x4, Running Boards, 
Backup Camera, Tonneau Cover, 

2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT
$350/MO

Leather, Bose, Backup Camera, 
Heated Seats, Remote Start, 

2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT
$230/MO

Fully Equipped, Crew Cab 4x4, 
Leather, Heated Seats, 

Navigation, Remote Start, Bose, 
Moonroof, Bed Liner, Trailering 

2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LTZ
$480/MO

Leather, Bose, Remote Start, 
Heated Seats

2011 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT
$109/MO

Leather, Bose, Heated Steering 
Wheel, Heated & Cooled Seats, 

Safety Pkg.

2014 CADILLAC XTS LUXURY
$279/MO

Leather, Bose, Heated 
Seats, Moonroof,

2016 CADILLAC ATS 2.0
$337/MO
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FIFTY YEARS after the Vietnam War ended, vet-

erans who served their country were honored dur-

ing the recent dedication of a veterans memorial in

Sebewaing. There were 14 Huron County men

killed in action during that war, and many more

have since passed away or are struggling with

health issues due to exposure to Agent Orange.

Cass City ceremony inspires
observance in Huron County

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Sebewaing did Cass City proud with its veterans parkway and a recent
special program honoring Vietnam veterans at American Legion Post
#293.

Bill Mielke of Sebewaing attended the dedication and pinning cere-
mony held last fall in Cass City, and he says the event inspired him to
organize a memorial and pinning ceremony in Huron County.

“I was moved by the ceremony in Cass City and appreciated being
honored,” said Mielke, who served in the U.S. Marine Corps as an E-
4. “I wanted to make other Vietnam veterans also feel appreciated.

“Tuscola County Veteran Affairs Director Mark Zmierski helped me
(put together) the ceremony here.”
Although those who served during the era left the jungles of Vietnam

50 years ago, some veterans never felt they truly returned home because
of how they were treated when they arrived stateside. They were spit
on, called baby killers, and worse.

“(Former president) Obama’s speech (stating) that ‘It was a national
shame and disgrace the way (Vietnam) veterans were treated when they
came home’ was right,” Mielke said.
Vietnam veterans attending Cass City’s and Sebewaing’s events each

received a special pin — honoring their service — that they can wear
on a lapel or on a hat.

The Vietnam War was American’s longest-running war. During that
20-year span, 7.2 million veterans served, with 58,272 killed. One out
of every 10 was either injured or killed. Michigan currently has about
600,000 veterans, and of that number about 200,000 are Vietnam vet-
erans.

Sebewaing’s veteran memorial includes flag poles, benches and dec-
orative memorial bricks that can be inscribed to honor any veteran who
served their country. About 150 bricks have been sold so far; and al-
though the memorial is done, bricks can still be bought, inscribed and
placed by calling (989) 977-2079.
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Point Mortgage Trust Asset-Backed
Securities, Series 2016-3, U.S. Bank
National Association as Indenture
Trustee

Date of Mortgage: August 19, 2006
Date of Mortgage Recording: Sep-
tember 6, 2006
Amount claimed due on date of no-
tice: $90,215.85

Description of the mortgaged prem-
ises: Situated in Township of Akron,
Tuscola County, Michigan, and de-
scribed as: Section 23 Town 14
North Range 8 East commencing at
a point that is South 89 degrees 08
minutes 29 seconds West 1861.29
feet from East 1/4 corner of said Sec-
tion, thence South 00 degrees 51
minutes 31 seconds East 33 feet
thence South 26 degrees 23 minutes
26 seconds West 148.68 feet thence
South 63 degrees 52 minutes 33 sec-
onds West 232.03 feet thence South
02 degrees 24 minutes 22 seconds
East 33.98 feet thence South 87 de-
grees 05 minutes 48 seconds West
83.31 feet thence North 02 degrees
24 minutes 22 seconds West 44.07
feet thence North 51 degrees 08 min-
utes 43 seconds East 88.63 feet
thence North 00 degrees 51 minutes
31 seconds West 202.56 feet thence
North 89 degrees 08 minutes 29 sec-
onds East 292.09 feet to the point of
beginning.
The redemption period shall be 6
months from the date of such sale,
unless determined abandoned in ac-
cordance with MCLA 600.3241a; or,
if the subject real property is used for
agricultural purposes as defined by
MCL 600.3240(16).
If the property is sold at foreclosure
sale under Chapter 32 of the Revised
Judicature Act of 1961, pursuant to
MCL 600.3278 the borrower will be
held responsible to the person who
buys the property at the mortgage
foreclosure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the property
during the redemption period.
This notice is from a debt collector.
Date of notice: May 22, 2019
Trott Law, P.C.
1385292

5-22-4

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO ALL CREDITORS:

The decedent, Frances A. Bodeis,
date of birth October 26, 1931, Sett-
lor of the Frances A. Bodeis Trust
No. 1, dated May 9, 2011, who lived
at 521 West Ohmer Road, Mayville,
Michigan 48744, previously of 1880
West Saginaw Road, Mayville,
Michigan 48744, died April 03,
2019.

Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will
be forever barred unless presented to
Bruce H. Bodeis, Trustee, at 5749
Leix Road, Mayville, Michigan
48744, or the attorney for the trustee,
Jim Thomas, at 5191 Hampton
Place, Saginaw, Michigan 48604,
within 4 months after the date of
May 29, 2019 (first publication of
this notice).

5-29-1
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At this time of year we celebrate
the accomplishments of our grad-
uates as they close another chapter
in their education, whether it be
high school or college.  Critical
choices are now before them that
will influence their lives from here
to eternity.  Choices like: the
school they should attend; the ca-
reer they should pursue; the per-
son they should marry, etc.  But
the most important decision each
makes will be: “In whatever I
choose to do, how can I serve the
Lord?”

The Bible gives us story after
story of men and women who
were called to make critical
choices from the very beginning.
Adam and Eve were instructed not
to eat of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.  They had a
choice to obey or disobey.  The
choice of disobedience plunged
our race into misery and death.  

When Abraham and Lot parted
company, Abraham gave his
nephew the choice to go right or
left.  Lot looked toward the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah.  He
compromised with the world and
lost both fortune and family, while
Abraham looked to the Lord and
was blessed forever.  

Moses, the great lawgiver and
leader of Israel, began well, but
one prideful decision kept him out
of the Promised Land.  
Then we are reminded of David,

a man after God’s own heart who,
at a critical time, chose to stay
home from the battlefield.  During

that period, he spied another
man’s wife, committed adultery
with her, and brought the sword of
judgment down upon his own
household.  

But then we think of Noah who
obeyed God and built an ark.  As
a result, Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lord, escaped destruc-
tion, and brought salvation to his
entire family.  

In the New Testament, each of
the disciples Jesus called, He
called personally.  Each of them
obeyed.  All were saved, except
one.  When the Rich Young Ruler
of Matthew 19 chose riches over
Christ’s command to follow Him,
Peter said to the Lord: “Behold,
we have left everything and fol-
lowed You; what then will there
be for us?”  To which Jesus
replied: “...in the regeneration
when the Son of Man will sit on
His glorious throne, you shall sit
on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.  And every-
one who has left houses or broth-
ers or sisters or father or mother or
children or farms for My name’s
sake, shall receive many times as
much, and shall inherit eternal
life,” Matthew 19:28, 29.  
As our graduates plan their future

regarding education, career and
family, it is my hope that their
choices will be based upon the
Apostle Paul’s exhortation of 1st
Corinthians 10:31: “Whether,
then, you eat or drink or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of
God.”  If you choose to continue

your education, do it to the glory
of God.  If you choose to begin a
career, do it to the glory of God.
If you are called to marry and
begin a family, do it to the glory
of God.  Of all the critical choices
you will make in the days ahead,
choose first to obey and glorify
God.  He will direct your path, and
your reward will be eternal.   Like
Joshua of old who challenged Is-
rael in the Promised Land, Joshua
24:15: “...choose for yourselves
today whom you will serve... as
for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.”  

The choices you make are criti-
cal, so choose wisely.  And “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom.”
Blessings upon you and your fu-

ture.                  

Rev. Todd Gould
Evangelical Free Church

Pastor’s Corner

Dear graduates, make wise choices
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SCHNEIDERMAN & SHERMAN
P.C., is attempting to collect a debt,
any information obtained will be
used for that purpose. 
MORTGAGE SALE – John H.
Berlin, a single man, granted a mort-
gage to Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., Mortgagee,
dated October 24, 2001, and
recorded on January 4, 2002, Liber
854, on Page 663, and modified on
September 1, 2011, recorded No-
vember 14, 2011, in Liber 1234, on
Page 1250, and assigned by said
mortgagee to Ditech Financial LLC
f/k/a Green Tree Servicing LLC , as
assigned, Tuscola County Records,
Michigan on which mortgage there
is claimed to be due at the date
hereof the sum of Fifty Thousand Six
Hundred Fifty-Nine and 69/100 Dol-
lars ($50,659.69). 
Under the power of sale contained in
said mortgage and the statute in such
case made and provided, notice is
hereby given that said mortgage will
be foreclosed by a sale of the mort-
gaged premises, or some part of
them, at public vendue, front en-
trance of the Courthouse Building in
the City of Caro, Michigan, Tuscola
County, at 10:00 AM, on June 13,
2019. Said premises are located in
Tuscola County, Michigan and are
described as: Commencing at a point
20 rods North of the Northwest cor-
ner of the Southwest 1/4 of the
Southwest 1/4 of Section 25, Town
11 North, Range 8 East; thence East
330 feet; thence South 280.50 feet;
thence West 330 feet; thence North
280.50 feet to the point of beginning. 
The redemption period will be one
year from the date of such sale, un-
less abandoned under MCL
600.3241a, in which case the re-
demption period will be 30 days
from the date of such sale, or 15 days
from the MCL 600.3241a(b) notice,
whichever is later; or unless extin-
guished pursuant to MCL 600.3238.
If the above referenced property is
sold at a foreclosure sale under
Chapter 32 of Act 236 of 1961, under
MCL 600.3278, the borrower will be
held responsible to the person who
buys the property at the mortgage
foreclosure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the property
during the redemption period. 
Ditech Financial LLC F/K/A Green
Tree Servicing LLC Mortgagee/As-
signee Schneiderman & Sherman
P.C. 23938 Research Dr, Suite 300
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
1385039

5-15-4

Notice of Foreclosure by Advertise-
ment
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to
MCL 600.3212, that the following
will be foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some part of
them, at public auction at the place
of holding the circuit court within
Tuscola County, at 10:00 AM, on
June 20, 2019:

Name(s) of the mortgagor(s): Donna
J. Proper and Dwain A. Proper, hus-
band and wife
Original Mortgagee: Citicorp Trust
Bank, FSB

Foreclosing Assignee (if any): Towd
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Mr. Farmer
Read and Use

CHRONICLE
CLASSIFIED ADS

• To sell or rent a farm
• To sell or buy livestock
• To sell or buy implements
• To profitably sell or buy anything

The Classified Section is Where Interested
Prospects Look First

Cass City  Chronicle
872-2010
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a child’s need for good nutrition,” said Bock, who along with her
staffers and a crew of volunteers provide free meals to kids during the
summer as part of the USDA Summer Food Service Program known
as Let’s Do Lunch!

Starting Monday, June 17, nutritious meals will be served Monday
through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Cass City Elementary
School.  In addition, breakfast will be served each day from 8:30 to 9
a.m.
The program will run throughout the summer – with the exception of

the week of July 4 – and conclude Aug. 9.
There are no income requirements, according to Bock, who says any-

one ages 18 and younger is welcome to participate.
“We are excited to provide this opportunity for Cass City’s children,”

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel said.  “The summer feeding program
reflects our school’s mission statement of all school personnel (accept-
ing) the responsibility to provide the opportunity for all students to be
productive in a global society. Nutrition plays a key role in helping stu-
dents learn and prepare to compete globally.”

Cass City School officials will again be partnering with other groups
to provide free meals for children in the surrounding area, according to
Bock.

Breakfast will be served from 7 to 8:30 a.m. and lunch from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Small Wonders Day Care, 1381 Cleaver Rd., Caro;
and at Grandview Estates (community room), 154 E. Deckerville Rd.,
Caro, with breakfast from 10 to 10:30 a.m. and lunch from noon to
12:30 p.m. each Monday through Friday.
Small children should be accompanied by an adult.  More information

regarding the meal sites is available by contacting Bock at (989) 872-
5729.

In 2018, the Cass City Public Schools prepared more than 8,000 meals
in the summer for area children.
The popularity of the program doesn’t surprise Bock, who says roughly

53 percent of the Cass City Public Schools student body qualified for
free or reduce-price meals during the 2018-19 school year, about the
same as it has been over the past three or four years.

“It’s not getting any better, but thank goodness it’s not getting any
worse,” she said, adding an ongoing partnership with the village of Cass
City Parks and Recreation Department’s summer day camp has helped
to provide a steady flow of youngsters into the meal program. 
Bock has watched the summer meal offering grow considerably since

its inception.
“When we started out, we were looking at 35 meals a day and we only

had on site. Now we have two other sites (in addition to Cass City El-
ementary School) and we’re aiming at 200 meals a day,” she said,
adding an average of 60 breakfasts are also served daily at the combined
meal sites.”

Bock along with one or two other food service personnel prepare all
the food in Cass City. The U.S. Department of Agriculture reimburses
the district for the meals, some of which are then transported to the
satellite summer meal sites.
It makes for a busy summer, but Bock welcomes the slower pace after

she and her staff spend the school year serving up about 200 breakfasts
and 600 to 650 lunches every weekday.
“I love the summer program,” she said. “It’s more one-on-one with the
kids. It’s a much more relaxed and fun program.”

Continued from page one.

Let’s Do Lunch! on tap
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