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Capt. Beach returning home for Memorial Day
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Thumb residents will honor the
nation’s fallen heroes during the
upcoming holiday weekend just as
they have for decades; with Me-
morial Day observances demon-
strating area communities’

respect, gratitude and desire to
honor those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for freedom.

This year’s gathering in Cass
City Monday morning promises to
be something special, as the guest
speaker has been described as a
living American hero: U.S. Navy
Chaplain Captain Stanley J. Beach

(retired).
Beach now resides in

Seminole, Fla., but he
has strong ties to the
Thumb – he’s a Gage-
town area native and
1953 Cass City High
School graduate – and
has an impressive
record of service to this
nation.

Beach retired with the
rank of captain after
more than 35 years in
the military. His assign-
ments have included
Navy, Marine Corps and
Coast Guard units at

sea, ashore and overseas, includ-
ing combat action with the Third
Marine Division in Vietnam,
where he suffered life-threatening
wounds.

During Beach’s combat tour in
Vietnam, he was assigned to the
Third Battalion, Fourth Marines.

On Sept. 28, 1966, he was criti-
cally wounded during Operation
Prairie when the Third Battalion
was engaged in pushing back the
NVA’s 324th Division on Mutter’s
Ridge. While continually travers-
ing the battlefield, ministering to
the wounded marines and carrying

them to the rear for medical treat-
ment, Beach suffered severe leg
and stomach injuries from mortar
fire which ultimately led to the
loss of his leg.

During his seven months in the
combat zone, Beach distinguished

Please turn to page 8.

THE CASS CITY Homeschoolers’ Phightin’ Phragmites – (from left)

Cody McArthur, Kirstin Mika, Tabbytha Sanchez, Pearl Daskam and

Addy Battel – are pictured above presenting to the Michigan Envirothon

judges about the Cass City nature trails project. The team claimed the

state Envirothon championship last week, earning a spot in national com-

petition this summer in North Carolina.

School takes aim
at “capturing kids’
hearts” in 2019-20

Village set to issue

shut-off warnings

State champions!
Local homeschooling group claims Envirothon title

Please turn to page 12.

Please turn to page 12.

Village pool opening delayed

Please turn to page 11.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Despite the best efforts of contractors, area residents looking for-
ward to taking a dip in the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool in Cass
City will have to wait a bit longer than expected this year.
Although renovations to the pool have been progressing, the proj-

ect has run into an issue that cannot be overcome with hard work.
“Due to the weather, the project has been delayed and we will

not be open for Memorial Day,” Cass City Village Manager Deb-
bie Powell announced last week. “We need some cooperation from
Mother Nature.”

Please turn to page 4.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Signs have gone up and resolu-
tions have been approved in an ef-
fort to keep the new state
psychiatric hospital in Tuscola
County, but not everyone is sup-
porting the campaign.
In fact, while several municipal-

ities and officials support keeping
the hospital local, one Tuscola
County Commissioner’s support
has been lackluster, and officials
in another county have launched
their own campaign to lure con-
struction of the multimillion-dol-

lar-project to their region.
Commissioner Dan Grimshaw

doesn’t think relocating the pro-
posed new psychiatric hospital
elsewhere would have the impact
that has been projected, and he
says Genesee County has better
and more resources to help the
mentally ill.

Grimshaw voiced that opinion
during Thursday’s Tuscola
County Board of Commissioners
meeting after county Clerk Jodi
Fetting voiced concern about
Genesee County wanting the new
hospital.

Genesee County commissioners

passed a resolution last week stat-
ing its intention to become the
new site of the psychiatric facility.
Fetting questioned if the lobbyist

hired by Tuscola County, Jean
Doss, had informed local commis-
sioners about the matter, and if
this is a “panic” situation.

“Panic might be too strong of a
word. I’m concerned. We need to
get out in front of this,” Fetting
said.

Newly-hired county Controller-
Administrator Clayette Zechmeis-
ter said Doss had informed her of
the matter shortly after Genesee

Capt. Stanley Beach (right)

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Some Cass City village taxpayers could receive unwanted mail in the
near future in the form of shut-off notices stemming from unpaid water
service charges.

Residents who are behind in their payments will now get warnings
that their water service could be discontinued due to delinquent fees
following Monday’s meeting of the village council, held a week early
due to the Memorial Day holiday.
The council unanimously approved Ordinance No. 185 on a 7-0 roll-

call vote during the nearly 90-minute gathering. The new rules go into
effect in 30 days.

In addition to dealing with the water bills – which actually include

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Local school officials are planning to “capture kids’ hearts” in an effort
to do a better job of connecting with every youth who walks through
their halls and into each classroom.
The Cass City Board of Education Monday unanimously approved the

district’s participation in the Flippen Group’s Capturing Kids’ Hearts
program starting with the 2019-20 school year.

The program costs about $25,000 – most of the expenses are related
to staff training — and will focus on more effectively connecting Cass
City educators with students in grades six through 12. The approach
was founded in 1990 by psychotherapist and New York Times best-sell-
ing Author Flip Flippen, whose organization describes its mission as
“building relationships and processes that bring out the best in people.”

A small group of Cass City staff members who recently attended a
training session in Grand Rapids gave the Flippen Group rave reviews,
saying they have been impressed with the response of students and
teachers alike as they recently began to introduce a couple of basic el-
ements of the program, including greeting and shaking hands with every
student when they enter a classroom, and encouraging teachers and stu-
dents alike to share positive things happening in their lives each day.
School Supt. Jeff Hartel also highly recommended the program, noting

local staff members have also observed the program in action during

Please turn to page 11.

team (won) first place in the agri-
culture category. But when they
won medals in all but one cate-
gory, we looked around and began
to realize they had a shot at the
state title,” commented Sue
Stuever Battel, whose daughters,
Addy, 16, and Dori, 13, were both
involved in the competition.

“Sure enough, Cass City Home-
schoolers brought home the
Michigan Envirothon state cham-
pion trophy, making them eligible
to compete at the national level at
NCF (National Conservation
Foundation) - Envirothon at North

Carolina State University at the
end of July.

“Winning the competition is
not too shabby for such a
young team – two juniors and
three sophomores,” Battel said.
“Only two of them had taken
part in Envirothon before, so
we went in eyes wide open. We
were the only homeschool
team there; all the others were
public school teams except for
a 4-H club.

“Our next step is to raise
enough funds to get there,

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A group of local home-
schooled high school students
took this year’s Michigan En-
virothon competition by
storm, claiming the champi-
onship last week at the Fort
Custer Training Center in Au-
gusta and earning a trip to na-
tionals this summer in North
Carolina.

“We weren’t surprised when
they announced our Cass City
Homeschoolers high school

Commissioner breaks ranks in
effort to keep hospital in Caro
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THERE WERE some tearful moments during last

Wednesday’s annual Cass City High School Senior

Honors Night, including the presentation of the

Parker Haire Memorial Scholarship, established in

honor of Parker Haire, a Cass City graduate who

lost his life in an accident early this year. Above,

Lynn Haire, Parker’s aunt, presents the $1,500

award to Parker’s sister, Kacey, who is valedicto-

rian of the Cass City High School Class of 2019. The

scholarship fund, which already totals roughly

$23,000, was established to assist local graduates

pursuing higher education at Michigan State Uni-

versity.

In honor of Parker...

HILLS AND Dales General Hospital has received

the Michigan Peer Review Organization’s (MPRO)

2019 Governor’s Award of Excellence for Outstand-

ing Achievement in Effective Reporting and Meas-

urement (critical access hospital). Pictured above

are (from left) Jill Lackowski, RN, director of qual-

ity at Hills and Dales; MPRO President and CEO

Leland Babitch, M.D.; and Jennifer TerBush, RN,

patient services, Hills and Dales.

Hills and Dales General Hospital
in Cass City has received the
Michigan Peer Review Organiza-
tion’s (MPRO) 2019 Governor’s
Award of Excellence for Out-
standing Achievement in Effective
Reporting and Measurement (crit-
ical access hospital).

This year, more than 130 Michi-
gan hospitals, physician practices,
nursing homes, inpatient psychi-
atric facilities, ambulatory surgery
centers and home health agencies
were honored with the Governor’s
Award of Excellence.

The award recognizes partici-

pants for their dedication and suc-
cess in improving healthcare qual-
ity and patient safety in Michigan.
To be eligible for the honor, par-
ticipants must have achieved,
maintained and continually im-
proved in specific and rigorous
milestones related to the award
they received.

“We are fortunate to be able to
partner with Hills and Dales Gen-
eral Hospital and all the other ded-
icated organizations across the
state of Michigan,” said MPRO
President and CEO Leland
Babitch, M.D., MBA. “To be able
to recognize these outstanding ac-
complishments with the Gover-
nor’s office highlights the
importance of improving health-
care quality in our state.”
The Governor’s Award of Excel-

lence was first developed in 2003.
The current award is based upon
work from 2017 to 2018 in the
following areas: improving heart
health, increasing adult immu-
nizations, lowering the risk of in-
fection in hospitals, effective
reporting and measurement, im-
proving care in nursing homes, in-
creasing identification of
behavioral health conditions, and
improving diabetes management.

Jill Lackowski, director of qual-
ity improvement, infection control
and employee health at Hills and
Dales, said, “I’m really proud of
all of our staff for their hard work
and dedication to quality care.
This award is really the result of
great teamwork from everyone.”

MPRO is a non-profit organiza-
tion and national leader in health-
care quality improvement and
medical review.

Hills and Dales awarded 2019
governor’s excellence award

Cass City student Landon Scott was recently nominated for the
Student of the Month Award for April by math teacher Garrett
Gordon.

“Landon is one of my top eighth graders.  He comes prepared
every day to learn and work,” Garrett stated in his nomination let-
ter. “He truly cares about understanding the material.  He asks
questions and gets clarification when he needs it.
“I greatly appreciate his efforts, his attitude in class, and his kind

and courteous behavior,” he added. “He is an outstanding young
man, and a pleasure to teach. He deserves to be recognized for
this award.”

Landon’s favorite subject is math and his hobbies are watching
TV, walking and listening to music. On the weekends he enjoys
visiting family, going shopping and relaxing. His favorite movie
is Titanic and his favorite snack is Pop-Tarts.

Scott named Student of the Month

Cass City Junior-Senior High School Principal Chad
Daniels and Student of the Month Landon Scott.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Memorial Day - lest we forget

rest of their lives and cannot disgrace the uniform or
the tomb in any way.”
I’m not sure how much of that information is actu-

ally true; but even if some of it is, that duty rules the
rest of their life.

While it hurts that my son is gone, it is a comfort
having his gravesite close to home, knowing I can
visit him.

A few years ago, I did an interview with a mother
whose son has been missing in action since the Viet-
nam War. She is a strong, resolute woman. I greatly
admire her. I cannot imagine the pain of family mem-
bers who have a loved one who is missing in action.

I looked up more information about being a tomb
guard. It is questionable if all of the info sent to me
is true. Even if the guard information is wrong, it is
fitting there is a memorial to the “unknowns” who
gave their life for their country. And, that although
their family can’t visit them, they are never alone and
not forgotten.
During this upcoming extra day off, take a few mo-

ments to think about those who made the ultimate
sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

With Memorial Day only a few days away, most
people are thinking about ways to enjoy the extra day
off from work, and making plans for the summer.
The extra day off comes with a price — the lives of

many men and women who served their country and
paid the ultimate price. Memorial Day commemo-
rates Americans who fought for our country and died
in wars.

Some do not understand that there is a difference
between Memorial Day and Veterans Day.

Memorial Day is a day for remembering and hon-
oring military personnel who died in the service of
their country, particularly those who died in battle or
as a result of wounds sustained in battle.

Veterans Day is to thank and honor all who served
in the armed forces, no matter during wartime or
peacetime.
While I have always had a great respect for veterans,

it wasn’t until my son, Army Sgt. Charles Drier, was
killed while serving in Iraq in 2005, that the real
meaning of Memorial Day truly hit home. For those
who haven’t lost a loved one to war, Memorial Day
mostly just means the kick-off of summer with a
three-day weekend to enjoy barbecues and such.

Several of Chuck’s friends and some of his Army
buddies still stay in touch with me. They send me
photos of Chuck along with patriotic photos, mes-
sages and encouragement. One of the messages was
about the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
Arlington National Cemetery is open seven days a

week, 365 days a year, and the tomb is guarded
around the clock in all weather conditions.

The following information on the tomb’s guard re-
quirements was sent to me: “The first six months of
duty a guard cannot talk to anyone, nor watch TV. All
off-duty time is spent studying the names of all of the
notable people laid to rest in Arlington National
Cemetery.

“A guard must memorize who they are and where
they are interred. They must commit two years of life
to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb,
and cannot drink any alcohol on or off duty for the
rest of their lives. They cannot swear in public for the
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Editor,

As a resident of Greenleaf Township, I attend reg-
ular township board meetings, and I must express
my disappointment in the financial train wreck this
township is in!

As of tonight (May 15), the township owes over
$150,000 in attorney fees for lawsuits found to be
in favor of the plaintiffs, residents of the township,
who filed legitimate lawsuits against the township.
As of this evening, with the various accounts the
township maintains, we have about that amount of
cash.
It is noted a large portion of that amount is in a fire

fund that, as I understand, cannot be touched and is
only for fire-related services. The solution discussed
tonight is to ask the people in Greenleaf Township
for additional mills. This is a solution that I don’t
agree with. It is my opinion that the purchase of the
warehouse on Bay City-Forestville is and has been
the cause of past, present and future lawsuits. It is
my understanding that more lawsuits are forthcom-
ing.

My opinion is to sell the warehouse and use the
proceeds to pay off attorney fees, and use the old
township hall on Gilbert Road until the township is
once again solvent. I’m confident that lawsuits will
stop if the warehouse were sold. Granted, rent from
a business generates $30,000 a year, but the cost of
the building, and a lawsuit that in my opinion was a
direct result of purchasing the warehouse, plus the
current attorney fees for a lawsuit that, in my opin-
ion was a direct result again of the warehouse pur-
chase, puts the cost of a rental unit somewhere near
$500,000. At $30,000 a year, the township doesn’t
break even for 15 years.
I would urge township residents to attend meetings,

voice your opinions, and tell the folks that we em-
ploy that enough is enough!

Norm Parker
Greenleaf Township

Remember those
who have served

Memorial Day has increasingly become a holiday

weekend devoted to family gatherings, trips to the

beach, barbecues and fireworks, with some folks

giving very little thought to the men and women

who have died while serving their country.

We’re proud to say, however, that a host of citizens

in Cass City and in our surrounding communities

still give Memorial Day the respect it deserves.

Sure, our families enjoy outings, camp fires and

cookouts over the holiday weekend, but there is a

sense of deep appreciation that coincides with what

the members of our armed services — specifically

those who have paid the ultimate price — stand for:

patriotism, honor, dedication and sacrifice.

In the Cass City community, folks still remember

to remove their hats when they recite the Pledge of

Allegiance or hear the first note of the Star Span-

gled Banner.

You can see that same demonstration of patriotism

in each and every one of the 600 or so flags volun-

teers with the Cass City Area Historical and Ge-

nealogy Society place on the graves of veterans

resting at Elkland Township Cemetery a week prior

to the Memorial Day holiday.  You can also see it

in the faces of members of Cass City Veterans of

Foreign Wars Post 3644 as they set up their impres-

sive “Avenue of Flags” in honor of their comrades.

These folks aren’t teenagers, and yet regardless

of age, they go about placing this tribute with a

sense of purpose.  And respect.

Memorial Day, formerly known as Decoration

Day, originated after the American Civil War to

commemorate the Union and Confederate soldiers

who died in the Civil War.  By the 20th century, Me-

morial Day had been extended to honor all Amer-

icans who have died in all wars.

Many people visit cemeteries and memorials, par-

ticularly to honor those who have died in military

service — a practice that continues in the Thumb

as area residents gather at cemeteries in Elkland,

Novesta and Grant townships, among others.

Memorial Day typically marks the start of the

summer vacation season, and we wish all area res-

idents a safe holiday weekend.

We also encourage everyone, in their own way, to

take a moment to remember the many servicemen

and women who are not here today because of their

sacrifice for the freedoms the rest of us enjoy to this

day.

It’s the very least we can do.  It’s the right and

honorable thing to do.

Cass City Junior-Senior High School Principal
Chad Daniels always makes a point of lauding vet-
eran school office staffer Ruth Fluegge during the
district’s annual Senior Honors Night, saying her tire-
less efforts ensure the awards ceremony runs
smoothly. Last Wednesday’s honors night was no ex-
ception, and Fluegge was armed with a lengthy list
of seniors’ names and their scholarship awards.

The totals are always interesting – and impressive.
Fluegge reported that this year’s senior class amassed
more than $390,000 worth of university scholarships
plus another $32,000 in local scholarships for a total
of $423,000 in awards that will benefit local seniors
as they pursue their college educations.
Congratulations, seniors!

**********

I believe that Cass City schools retirees Dave Hoard
and Russ Biefer are two of the better high school
softball umpires in the Thumb. After all, Hoard
worked at last year’s state final contest in East Lans-
ing.
That being said, I don’t feel they should be working

the Lady Red Hawk home games. Not because they
show any favoritism – in fact they may give the ben-
efit of the doubt to the visiting team to avoid any ap-
pearance of preferential treatment – but I’ve heard
fans of visiting teams grumbling about being home-
red. 

**********      

The personal-finance website WalletHub recently re-
leased its report on the States with the Biggest Drug
Problems in 2019. This study compares the 50 states
and the District in terms of 22 key metrics, ranging
from arrest and overdose rates to opioid prescriptions
and employee drug testing laws. Michigan ranked #2
in their study, with only the District of Colombia fair-
ing worse. You can find some highlights below.

Drug Abuse & Prevention in Michigan (1=Biggest
Problem; 25=Avg.) 
* 16th – Share of Teenagers Who Used Illicit Drugs
in the Past Month
* 12th – Share of Adults Who Used Illicit Drugs in
the Past Month
* 10th – Opioid Pain Reliever Prescriptions per
Capita
* 15th – Drug Overdose Deaths per Capita
* 20th – Share of Adults Who Needed but Didn’t Re-
ceive Treatment for Illicit Drug Use in the Past Year
* 14th – Substance Abuse Treatment Facilities per
100,000 People (12 Years and Older) Using Illicit
Drugs

To view the full report, please visit: https://wal-
lethub.com/edu/drug-use-by-state/35150/  

**********     

Don’t forget that next week the Chronicle office will
be closed on Monday to observe Memorial Day. That
means our May 29th issue will hit the newsstands on
Wednesday - instead of Tuesday - and area sub-
scribers should get their paper a day later.

Greenleaf Township 
should sell warehouse

The Cass City Chronicle
welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Christena M. Martinez, 42,
Millington, received a one-year
delayed sentence following her
plea of no contest to a charge of
identity theft from Aug. 1, 2017,
to the present in Vassar Township.
She was also convicted of being
an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

She was ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,006
plus restitution of $1,000.

*Ashlee G. Fox, 38, Millington,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following her pleas of no
contest to uttering and publishing
Nov. 22, 2017, in Millington
Township. Court records state the
charges involved checks for $200
and $300, both drawn on Franken-
muth Credit Union.
Fox was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $826 plus restitution
of $500.

*Miranda K. Craig, 33,
Kingston, was sentenced to 30
days in the county jail, with work-

site privileges, following her plea
of guilty to larceny in a building
Feb. 8 in Wells Township.
She was also placed on probation

for 24 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008
plus restitution of $300.

*Jacob A. Cruz, 33, Caro, was
sentenced to 270 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, following his
pleas of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
and unlawful use of a motor vehi-
cle Dec. 24 in Wisner Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,426.

*Cassandra L. Clark, 34, Mar-
ion, pleaded no contest to two
counts of attempted interfering
with electronic communications
between Nov. 14, 2015, and Sept.
30, 2016, in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Elizabeth H. Deline, 27, Vassar,

received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following her pleas of no

contest to interfering with elec-
tronic communications and mali-
cious destruction of a building
totaling less than $200 Oct. 15 in
Fremont Township.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $508.
*Linda R. Vanderpool, 66,

Reese, was sentenced to 180 days
in jail following her plea of no
contest to operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Aug. 21 in
Caro.
She was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008.
*Ramon G. Ruiz, 54, Akron, was

sentenced to 30 days in jail, with
work release and worksite privi-
leges, following his plea of guilty
to operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Nov. 17 in Almer Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 60
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258.
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McKenney named detective sergeant
Sanilac County Sheriff Garry

Biniecki recently announced Sgt.
Steve McKenney has been as-
signed to the role of detective ser-
geant in the sheriff’s department’s
detective bureau.

“Detective Sgt. McKenney will
take on the role as the sheriff’s of-
fice’s lead investigator, along with
managing the detective bureau, its
investigations and coordinating
investigative services with the
(Sanilac County) Drug Task
Force,” Biniecki explained.

McKenney has been with the
sheriff’s department for 21 years
and has held many positions, in-
cluding corrections deputy, uni-

form services deputy, uniform
services sergeant, drug task force
investigator, drug task force su-
pervisor, firearms instructor/su-
pervisor and special response
team member. He has also con-
ducted numerous presentations
and trainings on narcotics aware-
ness, and active shooter response
and preparedness.

He is a life-long Sanilac County
resident and resides in the Mar-
lette area with his wife, Michele,
and their two children.
“This new assignment for Detec-

tive Sgt. McKenney is sure to
offer him new opportunities and
challenges as we continue to
move forward as a team in assist-

ing the public,” Biniecki said.

Detective Sgt. McKenney

Continued from page one.

Commissioner breaks ranks in hospital vote

County commissioners had acted,
and Doss said she is continuing to
lobby for the county.
“We have strong support in Lans-

ing for this,” said Commissioner
Mark Jensen.

Fetting responded, “We need to
keep it that way.”

That discussion preceded the
adoption of resolutions asking sur-
rounding counties and others to
support construction of the new
state psychiatric hospital in Tus-
cola County, and before commis-
sioners approved hiring an
additional consulting firm to help
the county lobby for the state hos-
pital.

“We need them (K. C. Commu-
nication Consulting) more than
ever after what is happening in
Genesee,” said Commissioner
Kim Vaughan.

The only commissioner who
voted “no” on both issues was
Grimshaw, who represents the
townships of Denmark, Juniata
and Vassar and the city of Vassar.
Grimshaw said he feels everyone

is overreacting regarding the eco-
nomic impact the loss of the Caro
Center would have on the county.

According to Grimshaw, Gene-
see’s proposed site for the new
hospital is about 30 miles away,
Genesee County has better hospi-
tals, more resources to handle
mental health patients, and there
are no Tuscola County residents
housed at the center.

“I can’t support this resolution,”
Grimshaw said.
According to the Tuscola County

Economic Development Corpora-
tion, the Caro Center generates an
estimated $54 million in revenue
for Tuscola County. The center
boasted about 349 employees last
year, before the state started
downsizing earlier this year, and
398 other jobs indirectly benefit
from the center. Locally-gathered
data also shows that about one-
third of the center’s employees
live in the Caro area.

According to Information gath-
ered by the Tuscola Economic De-
velopment Corporation (EDC),
the Caro Center has $8,951,400 in
direct operational expenditures —
food, drugs, fuel, utilities, contract
services, supplies, material ex-
penses, etc. The pay for profes-
sionals at the center ranges from
$16 per hour to $88 per hour. The
annual payroll totals about $13

million, and 70 percent of the cen-
ter’s employees live in Tuscola
County.

EDC officials note the center
treats patients who along with em-
ployees make local purchases
from various retailers. Working
with a conservative average of
$20 per week for patients and em-
ployees, that adds up to an annual
expenditure of some $519,000 per
year. With the conservative as-
sumption that patients have at
least one person visiting them on
a monthly basis and those visitors
are making expenditures for meals
and lodging, this translates into a
direct expenditure of $174,600 per
year.

The Caro Center is one of five
psychiatric hospitals in the state.
It treats adults with serious mental
illnesses houses individuals
deemed not competent to stand
trial on criminal charges, as well
as those who have been deter-
mined to be criminally insane.

State lawmakers and then-Gov.
Rick Snyder approved building

the new 200-bed hospital in Tus-
cola County last year, breaking
ground for the 225,000-square-
foot, $115 million project in Oc-
tober.

Those plans were put on hold
earlier this year by new Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer and Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) Director
Robert Gordon, who ordered a re-
assessment of the viability of
building in Caro. They cited a
number of concerns, but informa-
tion revealed through a Freedom
of Information Act request re-
vealed Gordon had all but already
decided to relocate the project in
December.

In the meantime, the City of
Caro, village of Cass City, Akron
Township and several other mu-
nicipalities throughout the county
have approved resolutions of sup-
port or have gone on record urging
the state to keep its promise and
locate the new hospital in Tuscola
County.

EVAN Osentoski of Osentoski Real Estate, Caro,

puts the final touches on a sign in the former Big

Acre parking lot in Caro, urging state officials to

keep their promise to build the state’s new psychi-

atric hospital in Tuscola County.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Yup, we’re still
hanging in there

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Cass City seniors Elisabeth Mil-
ligan and Shania Chambers shared
this year’s A.A.U.W Outstanding
Female Athlete award, based on
their athletic excellence, scholar-
ship, citizenship and sportsman-
ship.
Jacob Perry accepted a check for

$180,000 in scholarship money
during Cass City Jr./Sr. High
School’s annual Senior Awards
Night. After attending college,
Perry will serve in the Navy. 

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Senior Sarah Reed, presented by
Jonelle Tichnell, director of bands
for the Cass City Public Schools,
was honored with this year’s
Harold Ferguson Award during
the annual awards night last
Wednesday at the high school. 

Bob and Shari O’Dell of Cass
City, Jeff Randall of Kingston,
and Dawn Hartwick of Cass City
announce the engagement of their
children, Megen O’Dell and
Micah Randall. Megen is a 2007
graduate of Cass City High
School. She is currently a hair
stylist at a Spencer Gellise Salon
in Bay City. Micah is a 2007 grad-
uate of Cass City High School and
is currently attending Delta Col-
lege. He works for The Light-
house Rehab in Caro. A July 2010
wedding is being planned.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Mark Battel of Cass City was re-
cently designated the 1994 Michi-
gan Dairy Herd Improvement
Association (DHIA) Technician of
the Year. The award was presented
at the association’s in-service con-
ference last month in Lansing.
Battel is providing service to 34
herds with a total of 3,032 cows.
“He enrolled 5 new herds in 1993
and always shows an excellent in-
terval for the herds in his unit,”

family of Lapeer and Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Nemeth of Deford were
Mother’s Day guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Clayton Root. Joining them
in the afternoon were Mr. and
Mrs. Roger Root and children.
The family also celebrated the
birthday of Mrs. Clayton Root,
which was Saturday. 
Essays written by youth of Salem

UM church on mothers were
judged and the writers and their
mothers were honored Sunday
during the morning worship serv-
ice. Designated as mother of the
year was Mrs. Mary Inbody, in the
essay written by her daughter,
Lori. The three runners-up were
Robyn Powell for her mother,
Mrs. Betty Powell, Andy Jeung
for his mother, Mrs. Yun Jeung,
and Laura Robinson for her
mother, Mrs. Sharon Robinson. 

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Randy Lobdell, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Herbert Lobdell of Caro, has
received the first Caro Rotary
Club scholarship of $500. The
Caro High School senior is the
son of Herb Lobdell, an employee
at Cass City IGA. The family are
former Cass City residents. Lob-
dell will enter Central Michigan
University at Mt. Pleasant in the
fall. Besides, the $500 grant he
has received another $100 schol-
arship.

Hugh Connolly, who has been
employed with Detroit Edison for
nearly 25 years, has retired effec-
tive June 1. Connolly started his
career with the firm while living
in Royal Oak and moved to this
area in 1946 and has since worked
out of the headquarters at Caro.
Mr. and Mrs. Connolly expect to
spend the month of June with rel-
atives in Florida and to spend
much of the summer at their cot-
tage in Ontario.

Born May 20 to Mr. and Mrs.
Allen Witherspoon, a son, Richard
Charles, at Hubbard Hospital, Bad
Axe. He weighed eight pounds
and four ounces. They also have
two daughters, Kimberly and
Karoline.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Sgt. Arthur Haley returned to his
home here Tuesday evening for
the first time since July 25, 1942,
when he was inducted into the
army. He was given his basic
training at Camp Roberts, Calif.,
and from there was sent to an em-
barkation camp on the west coast.
In January, 1943, he arrived in the
Solomon group of islands. He re-
lates that for a period of 12
months he never saw a city nor a
white woman. He took part in two
campaigns, one of which was the
battle of New Georgia. He arrived
in California on April 29 and has
returned to civil life, but is carried
on the army’s reserve list. He ar-
rived home in time to see his
cousin, Harold McComb, of Great
Lakes, who is home on leave.

A-C Gerald Kercher, son of Mr.
and Mrs. E. W. Kercher, was grad-
uated from the Army Air Forces
Eastern Flying Training Com-
mand at Moody Field, Valdosta,
Georgia, on Tuesday, May 23. He
is now Lieutenant Kercher of the
Air Corps of the Army of the
United States. His parents are ex-
pecting him home this week for a
furlough, his first since his enlist-
ment about 16 months ago.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Audley Kinnaird arrived at Camp
Dix, N. J., from overseas last
week and reached home early
Wednesday morning, having mo-
tored across country from Sagi-
naw. Irish is surely looking fit and
expresses himself as being right
glad to shove his feet under the
home table again.
T.L. Tibbals and family motored

to Brown City Sunday and spent
the day at the Benj. Foster home.
Master Laurence Tibbals, who has
been visiting several days with his
grandmother, returned home with
them. 

DHIA officials said. “His herd
owners appreciate the good serv-
ice he provides.” 

Patricia A. Boldizsar of Cass
City has graduated summa cum
laude from Saginaw Valley State
University, where she has earned
a bachelor of social work degree,
with a triple minor in sociology,
psychology and criminal justice.
Boldizsar is presently enrolled at
Wayne State University School of
Social Work in the advanced
standing master’s degree program.
Her future plans are focused upon
community corrections and family
therapy involving adolescents at
risk. Boldizsar is the daughter of
the late Edward and Colleen Mu-
sial, Memphis, Mich., and Chester
and Patricia Middleton, Fort Gra-
tiot. 

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Threloff of
Ohio surprised her mother, Mrs.
Emerson Peters, Sunday, May 13.
Other dinner guests at the Peters’
home were Phil Profit and Marge
Hackworth of Clarkston and Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Easton of Cass
City. 

Jamie Fox, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jim Fox of Cass City, has
been chosen as a member of
Tower Guard, Michigan State
University’s honorary service or-
ganization.  Tower Guard is com-
posed of 75 of the top 200
freshmen students. The organiza-
tion of sophomores has been ac-
tive on campus for 50 years.
Members are selected on the basis
of service, scholarship, character
and potential leadership abilities.
Members were tapped at a special
service May 4 at Beaumont
Tower. Miss Fox has a 3.95 grade
point average and is taking a
course in pre-medicine.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mr. and Mrs. George McKee and

When you feel like you’re at the bottom of the news media food chain,
it’s easy to get discouraged on occasion when you compete against
larger newspapers with bigger staffs and budgets, and multiple publish-
ing days each week.
I doubt most readers take those factors into consideration. They judge

their local newspaper – and rightly so — based on its content, even if
they may not fully understand the demands inherent in deadlines or the
effort involved in gathering all the news, features, sports, etc., that fill
each edition.
Or our dedication to get the facts straight before we go to press, even

though we sometimes fall short.
Sure, some readers get a kick out of making fun of the local newspaper

– believe me I’ve heard just about every wisecrack imaginable – but
they still look for us on the newsstands. 

Thankfully, faithful readers of the Chronicle have enabled us to con-
tinue a publishing tradition dating back more than 113 years.

I keep that in mind when I begin to question the value of continuing
to do what I’ve been doing for a living for more than 33 years now.
And, fortunately, readers like Phil Workman occasionally let us know

they believe we’re on the right track, even as more and more newspaper
readers across Michigan and the nation are finding themselves without
a local newspaper these days.

Workman, who along with his wife lived in the condos in Cass City
from late 1992 until late 2000 when they moved to Mason (near Lans-
ing), sent me a copy of a Wall Street Journal story predicting the further
demise of the local newspaper.
The story recalls how American newspapers suffered an historic melt-

down a decade ago, forcing them into a race to transform into digital
businesses, hoping that strategy would save them from the accelerating
decline of print.

“The results are in: A stark divide has emerged between a handful of
national players that have managed to stabilize their businesses and
local outlets for which time is running out,” the authors wrote, noting
local papers have suffered sharper declines in circulation than national
outlets, and are having a much more difficult time converting readers
into paying digital customers.

The result? An avalanche of newspaper closures and large-scale lay-
offs. The Wall Street Journal article cites some startling statistics re-
vealing nearly 1,800 newspapers closed between 2004 and 2018,
leaving 200 counties with no newspaper and roughly half the counties
in the country with only one.

Which means more and more Americans are losing out on access to
local news, published close to them by a local newspaper.

Much of the story focuses on media outlets far larger than anything
remaining in this region, which has also seen its share of newspapers
close their doors.

I don’t know if the Cass City Chronicles of this world are even con-
sidered when it comes to predicting the future of newspapers in this
country anymore.
Nonetheless, we’re still alive and well, striving to do what our prede-

cessors poured themselves into for generations: publishing local news
and features that are important to our community.

That’s a simplistic but accurate view that hasn’t escaped readers like
Phil Workman.

“We’ve subscribed to the Chronicle these last 19 years,” Workman
wrote. “You are doing an excellent job as a rural, small town editor. The
paper is full of local news. I think (freelance reporter) Mary Drier has
helped, lessened the load and broadened coverage.
“I know circulation has fallen from the heyday, but the product sure is

excellent.
“Enjoy your columns. The grandpa and trout fishing piece is like the

New York Sun and “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Clause”.
“Best to you and Deb and family,” Workman added. “Hang in there!”
Thanks, Phil.
We will.

News briefs

Greenleaf historical meet
GREENLEAF TOWNSHIP – The Greenleaf Township Historical So-
ciety is inviting area residents to attend the organization’s first-ever dis-
play of locally owned antiques.
The event is scheduled for Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day) from 11

a.m. to 4 p.m. at the old township hall, located at 7510 Gilbert Rd.
Organizers say the display will offer something of interest to nearly

everyone, from old trading post ledgers to school board books from
country schools to an 1850 Treadle sewing machine. There will also be
antique tools, guns and more.
More information is available by contacting Judy Doerr at (989) 658-

8625.

County jail in compliance
CARO – Michigan Department of Corrections officials recently re-
ported the Tuscola County Jail is in full compliance with administrative
rules for jails and lockups following a recent inspection of the facility.

The inspection was conducted by Ron Trachet, regulation agent,
County Jail Services Unit.

“It should be noted that this agent found exceptional documentation
and preparation for the inspection by (jail administrator) Lt. Brian Har-
ris and his team,” Trachet wrote in his report. “The Tuscola County Jail
is an example of a well-managed correctional facility.”

Daley: “No” on abortions
LANSING — State Sen. Kevin Daley (R-Lum) last week supported a
Senate plan to ban dismemberment abortions in the state.
“As a caring society, we simply cannot allow this practice to take place

in Michigan,” said Daley, who represents the 31st District.
Senate Bills 229 and 230 would expand Michigan’s existing partial-

birth abortion ban to stop doctors from the dismemberment abortion
procedure, in which a doctor uses a medical instrument to remove a liv-
ing and developed fetus in pieces.

The bills include an exemption to protect the life of the mother and
would punish the person performing the dismemberment abortion, not
a woman seeking or obtaining it.
According to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services,

in 2017 the dismemberment procedure accounted for 1,777 abortions
reported in Michigan that year, including more than 80 percent of late-
term abortions.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Mr. Farmer
Read and Use

CHRONICLE
CLASSIFIED ADS

• To sell or rent a farm
• To sell or buy livestock
• To sell or buy implements
• To profitably sell or buy anything

The Classified Section is Where Interested
Prospects Look First

Cass City  Chronicle
872-2010
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Click It or Ticket campaign underway in Thumb

himself as a “Chaplain of Marines”, earning him the Bronze Star for
Valor, the Navy Commendation Medal for Valor, and the Purple Heart.
Today, the Navy Chaplain School’s Chaplain Stanley J. Beach Student

Leadership Award is presented by the commanding officer of the Navy
Chaplain School to the graduate who most exhibits “exception potential
for leadership in ministry to the sea services.” In June 2012, the facility
housing the U.S. Naval Chaplaincy School and Center in Fort Jackson,
S.C., was named Stanley J. Beach Hall in honor of the former director
of what was then called the Naval Chaplains School.
Beach is married to the former Ellen Sickler of Cass City, and the cou-

ple have two married children, Laurie Dewey of North Reddington
Beach, Fla., and Randal of Pensacola, Fla. They also have four grand-
children and three great-grandchildren.

Elkland Township

Beach is scheduled to speak during the Elkland Township Memorial
Day Service, which will kick off Monday at about 10:30 a.m. next to
the cemetery chapel following the annual parade, which is slated to get
underway at 10 a.m. at the corner of Main and Seeger streets in Cass
City.

Line-up for the procession will begin at 9:30 a.m., according to Joe
Merchant, commander, VFW Post 3644, who noted local VFW mem-
bers will continue the tradition of placing a wreath at the downtown
veterans’ memorial before proceeding east to the Elkland Township
Cemetery.

Of course, those planning to attend can look forward to viewing the
VFW Post’s impressive “Avenue of Flags”, a display of roughly 120
flags posted along the main drive at the cemetery.
The flag display is an integral part of the day’s observance, serving as

a powerful reminder of what the holiday is all about – honoring the
memory of men and women whose service to their country paved the
way for the freedom their fellow citizens enjoy to this day. 
This year’s service at the cemetery will again be led by Master of Cer-

emonies Mark Zmierski, senior chief, U.S. Navy (retired), who indi-
cated he’s honored to have Beach join him at the podium.
“He’s just a wonderful man and a great representative of a true Amer-

ican,” said Zmierski, who informally invited Beach to return to Cass
City for the Memorial Day observance during a conversation the pair
had at the Vietnam veterans memorial dedication at VFW Post 3644,
Cass City, last year.

In a letter to Zmierski, Beach said of the dedication, “Great job, and
it was encouraging to note the strong patriotism of the community.
Much of that is from the visible presence and efforts of the local VFW.
Thank you and your community for all you do!”

“It’s an honor and privilege,” Zmierski said of his role as master of
ceremonies. “This is an event that is very important to Cass City. It’s a
blessing to be a part of a community that really supports the veterans’
efforts.
“We want to continue to remember those that gave the ultimate sacri-

fice and never came home,” he added. “We can never forget that sacri-
fice. This is how we honor them.

“We have the freedoms we have today because of those” men and
women who have served and died defending this nation, Zmierski said.
“I am just in awe of that commitment to duty.  I don’t believe we can
honor our veterans enough.”

In keeping with tradition, the Cass City Junior-Senior High School
Band will perform the national anthem and Taps during Monday’s serv-
ice, and local VFW members will be placing a memorial wreath at the
cemetery, with the post’s firing squad presenting its annual salute.

Members of Cass City VFW Post 3644 are looking for volunteers to
assist with setting up, taking down and storing the larger flags that make
up the post’s Avenue of Flags. The flags will be set up Sunday starting
at about 2 p.m. at Elkland Township Cemetery, and local veterans will
start the task of taking them down Monday at about 1:45 p.m.

Novesta Township

Zmierski will also serve as master of ceremonies for the Novesta
Township Memorial Day ceremony, which will also take place Monday,
starting at 1 p.m. at the Novesta Township Cemetery, located on Ceme-
tery Road across from the Novesta Church of Christ.
He took over the role of master of ceremonies for the Novesta Town-

ship observance from World War II veteran Lawrence Englehart, a
longtime Novesta Township resident and VFW Post 3644 member, in
2008.  Englehart died in 2010 after playing a key role in the annual Me-
morial Day program for many years.

Grant Township

In Huron County’s Grant Township, meanwhile, residents will be host-
ing their 80th annual Memorial Day service at the Grant Township
Cemetery, located on Bach Road, Sunday, May 26, beginning at 2 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
“There will be special music by Ray Fibranz, Cody Guigar, the Owen-

Gage High School Band and Steve and Karen Bouverette,” said town-
ship resident Stephanie Krohn, who noted the ceremony will also
include a history reading.

“Everyone is invited for ice cream after the service, provided by
Jamieson Tiling,” Krohn added.

Continued from page one.

Memorial Day observances

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Thumb law enforcement officials
are reminding motorists that fail-
ure to wear seatbelts can result in
a $65 ticket – or much worse if
they’re involved in a traffic acci-
dent.

The annual “Click It or Ticket”
campaign kicked off Monday and
will continue through Sunday,
June 2.
As the Memorial Day holiday ap-

proaches, police officers through-

out Michigan will be on the look-
out for unbuckled motorists in an
effort to spread a simple message:
seatbelts can reduce the risk of se-
rious injury or death in a crash by
45 percent.
“This annual campaign is part of

the national Click It or Ticket
high-visibility enforcement crack-
down. The national seatbelt cam-
paign runs concurrent with the
start of the busy summer travel
season to reduce traffic deaths and
serious injuries,” Sanilac County
Sheriff Garry Biniecki explained.

“During the Click It or Ticket
campaign, we’ll be working with
our fellow law enforcement offi-
cers across the state to ensure the
message gets out to drivers and
passengers to buckle up,” Biniecki
said.
“We cannot overstate the impor-

tance of wearing a seatbelt. It’s the
law, but more than that, buckling
up is the simplest thing you can do
to limit injury or save your life
during a crash,” he added. “We
see the results of not wearing a
seatbelt all the time. We see the
loss of life. So often, it could have
been prevented with the simple
click of a seatbelt.”

Michigan has a primary seatbelt
law, which means police officers
can stop and ticket motorists
solely for not being buckled up.

The law requires all drivers and
front seat passengers to be buck-
led up, along with all passengers
ages eight to 15 years (regardless
of seating position).

The law requires children
younger than four to ride in a car
seat in the rear seat if the vehicle
has a rear seat. If all available rear
seats are occupied by children
under four, then a child under four
may ride in a car seat in the front
seat. A child in a rear-facing car
seat may only ride in the front seat
if the airbag is turned off.
Children must be properly buck-

led in a car seat or booster seat
until they are eight years old or
four-feet-nine-inches tall.
According to National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) statistics, in 2017 there
were 10,076 unbuckled passenger
vehicle occupants killed in crashes
across the nation.

Nearly twice as many males
were killed in crashes compared
to females. Of the males killed in
crashes in 2017, more than half
(51 percent) were unrestrained
and 39 percent of females were
not buckled up. Among young
adults ages 18 to 34 who were
killed in crashes the same year,
more than half were unrestrained,
the highest percentages of all age
groups.

Law enforcement agencies par-
ticipating in the Click It or Ticket
campaign are taking a no-excuses
approach to seatbelt law enforce-

ment, writing citations day and
night. In Michigan, the penalty for
a seatbelt violation is $65 plus as-
sociated local fees. 

“If the enforcement crackdown
wakes people up to the dangers of
unrestrained driving, we’ll con-
sider our mission to be a success,”
Biniecki said.
“If you know a friend or a family

member who does not buckle up,
please ask them to consider
changing their habits. Help us
spread this lifesaving message be-
fore one more friend or family
member is killed. Seatbelts save
lives and everyone — children
and adults in the front seat and
back seat – needs to remember to
buckle up—every trip, every
time.”

More than 14,000 vehicles were
stopped during the 2018 Click It
or Ticket campaign.

Law enforcement officers from
142 local police departments,
sheriff offices and Michigan State

Police posts statewide conducted
14,384 traffic stops, resulting in
4,364 seatbelt and child restraint
citations between May 21 and
June 3.
In 2017, seatbelt use in Michigan

was 94 percent, slightly higher
than the national seatbelt use rate
of 89.7 percent, according to the
statistics from the NHTSA.

Over the 2018 Memorial Day
holiday weekend, 15 people lost
their lives in 11 traffic crashes. Of
the 11 deadly crashes, restraints
were not used in one and their use
was unknown in four.
In addition to issuing seat belt vi-

olations, officers made 97 drug-
related arrests, 64 alcohol-related
arrests, and 69 other felony ar-
rests.

The Click or Ticket campaign is
funded through federal highway
safety grants and coordinated by
the Office of Highway Safety
Planning (OHSP).

Funding boosts seatbelt effort

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Studies have shown seatbelt use in Huron County is lagging behind
the state average.
Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson intends to do something about

that, and he’s armed with some federal funding to help get the job done.
“Our office was notified in March by the Office of Highway Safety

Planning (OHSP), that it was pre-approved for up to $19,360 in federal
overtime funds, to be the lead agency in our county to attempt to in-
crease seatbelt awareness and usage,” Hanson announced over the
weekend.
“The state average in Michigan for seatbelt use is estimated to be 93.4

percent. However, the office of safety planning has determined, through
accident data and observation surveys, that our county is under 90 per-
cent,” he said.

“Whether one agrees or disagrees with using a seatbelt, the fact has
remained for many years that their use has resulted in fewer fatalities
and serious injuries to those drivers and passengers involved in traffic
accidents,” Hanson added. “So, starting Monday (May 20) through June
2, our deputies will be working overtime patrols, focusing on the areas
of Colfax, Winsor, Brookfield and Sherman Townships.”

The sheriff noted the Bad Axe Police Department will also be a part
of the effort and will be focusing on the Bad Axe area.
“All (officers) will be looking for other violations as well, such as run-

ning stop signs, and failing to yield. It will not be uncommon to see our
deputies on side roads or patrolling from our Mule ATV,” he said.
“I ask all drivers to understand that our intent is in no way to see how

many tickets can be written, but rather it’s to encourage safety belt use
for good reason and to keep drivers focused on safe driving.”
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872-2010 or fax: 872-3810
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CASS CITY Junior-Senior High School Director of Bands Laura Curtis recognized

several seniors with awards during last week’s annual Senior Honors Night. They are

pictured above (from left): Jared Blattner, Louis Armstrong Jazz Award; Shane

Hoppe, Tri-M Music Honor Society senior member; Curtis; Jalene Krol, Harold Fer-

guson Band Award and Tri-M Music Honor Society senior member; Kayla Koepf,

John Philip Sousa Award and Tri-M Music Honor Society senior member; and Kjersti

Herrmann, Patrick S. Gilmore Award and Tri-M Music Honor Society senior mem-

ber.

Senior band students recognized
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School’s top senior band students
took the spotlight briefly during
the district’s annual Senior Honors
Night last Wednesday.

Laura Curtis, director of bands,
recognized five seniors, present-
ing the coveted Louis Armstrong
Jazz Award to Jared Blattner, the
Harold Ferguson Band Award to
Jalene Krol, the John Philip Sousa
Award to Kayla Koepf, and the

Patrick S. Gilmore Award to Kjer-
sti Herrmann.

In addition, Curtis recognized
Shane Hoppe, Krol, Koepf and
Herrmann for their membership in
the Tri-M Music Honor Society.

According to Curtis, the John
Philip Sousa Award honors the
district’s “most deserving band
member each year.  This award
recognizes superior musicianship,
leadership dependability, loyalty
and cooperation — the qualities
directors strive to develop in all

students.
“The Harold Ferguson Band

Award is a local award that honors
top band students in our Cass City
Band Program,” she said. “This
award recognizes students who
work above and beyond what is
required of them in music.  They
are kind and generous students
who are helpful and extremely tal-
ented.  This award has become a
symbol of musical and personal
excellence.”

The Patrick S. Gilmore Award,
meanwhile, honors outstanding
high school band students and
their achievements and commit-
ment to the band, Curtis contin-
ued, adding the Louis Armstrong
Jazz Award “highlights the excite-
ment and appreciation students
are developing for jazz. This
award is presented to our most
outstanding jazz performer each
year.”

Curtis noted the Tri-M Music
Honor Society is an international
program dedicated to the recogni-
tion of exceptional music students
that meet the music, academic,
leadership and character criteria
asked of every Tri-M Member.

“Tri-M is a program of the Na-
tional Association for Music Edu-
cation, which is the largest arts
education association in the
world.  The Tri- M Music Honor
Society Chapter 8070 at Cass City
High School was founded this
past fall of 2018, and the founding
members hope to continue pro-
moting music education to our
community each year,” she said.

about $4,000. Our registration fees are paid for by Michigan Association
of Conservation Districts, but we need to cover travel expenses yet,”
she added.
“We’re thankful to the Tuscola Conservation District and POET Biore-

fining, Caro, for the opportunity to participate in the regional and state
competitions,” said Battel, who noted the group took 10 students to the
state Envirothon.

Of those 10, five are on the winning high school team, dubbed the
“Phightin’ Phragmites” and comprised of Addy Battel, Pearl Daskam,
Anna Hill, Kirstin Mika, Cody McArthur and Tabbytha Sanchez. The
younger team, which took the name “Stinging Nettles”, is composed of
students Dori Battel, Evelyn Daskam, Royce Daskam, Seth Mika and
Mariana Sanchez.  

Envirothon is a national contest in which participants learn about en-
vironmental topics and are tested on their knowledge in various sub-
jects.
“They were tested on everything from identifying a bird by its call, to

measuring the diameter at breast height of a tree whose species they
had to name, to recommending a tree-planting plan to conserve energy
around a home,” Battel explained.
“Envirothon is really about critical thinking skills; not only being able

to identify an aquatic invertebrate, but (also) being able to infer the qual-
ity of the water it lives in based on its presence,” she noted.
The local students’ journey to the championship began in the fall when

the Cass City Homeschoolers, a group of 25 to 30 families that home-
school their children, created an environmental skills class to learn
about energy, wildlife, agriculture, soils and geology, aquatic ecology
and forestry, according to Battel. She pointed out that various profes-
sionals volunteered their time to help the students explore each area
hands-on.

“We netted aquatic invertebrates in the Cass River with Brett Riser
and textured soil in a farm field with Michael Daskam,” she said, noting
both men are with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service - Huron County. Riser is a fisheries biol-
ogist and Daskam, a district conservationist.

“We tracked mammals at a state game area with Steve Schaub and
measured trees with forester Anne Collins of the Tuscola Conservation
District. We learned about soil judging with Bob Battel of MSU Exten-
sion and explored invasive species with Meaghan Gass of Michigan
Sea Grant. Brad Essenmacher from Thumb Electric Cooperative taught
us about energy and renewables. Later trapper Trent Dorland taught us
how to identify mammals by pelts and skulls.”
This spring the teens focused on another part of the competition – de-

veloping a community outreach project, and they opted to partner with
the village of Cass City and Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy to create
nature trails in the forest at the rear of Cass City Recreation Park, which
will include doubling the disc golf course under the leadership of Rotary
Club of Cass City.

“We’re excited to work together as a community to create a lasting
way for Cass City families and tourists to experience nature and en-
hance their environmental literacy,” Battel said. “The students are fin-
ishing up mapping the trails and conducting a flora and fauna survey.
Next they’ll develop educational and way finding signs for the trail, to
be installed in the fall.
“It’s especially exciting that the judges loved their community outreach

project — working with the village and others to create nature trails at
the park,” Battel continued.
“Their whole goal is to improve environmental literacy. When people

understand nature, get outdoors and experience it, they want to protect
it. It’s exciting that a group of teenagers is taken seriously by adults
working on a real project that will have a lasting effect on Cass City.
Community service is always nice, but it means a lot to the young peo-
ple to know they’re helping develop nature trails that they’ll be able to
bring their own kids to explore someday.”
Individuals, businesses or organizations interested in helping support

the local students’ trip to national competition can learn more, or
arrange to have the students present a program on the nature trails proj-
ect and their experiences, by contacting Battel at (989) 872-4794.

Continued from page one.

Envirothon champions
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Village pool opening delayed

Continued from page one.

The 43-year old pool facility has been undergoing multiple repairs and
upgrades. To start with, the pool needed a new finish, new filter, instal-
lation of new floor tile and new fencing.

After opening last May, village officials were forced to close the pool
briefly after swimmers complained of getting scrapes on their feet. The
pool was drained, cleaned and some minor repairs done so it was able
to reopen for the 2018 season.

Some of the work completed last fall after the pool closed included
stabilizing the pool by repairing and re-plastering the pool walls, re-
moving and reconstructing the concrete pad around the facility, replac-
ing the cement, and replacing the sand filter and other mechanical
components.
Also planned are additional repairs to the pool building, locker room

upgrades, and the addition of some new lifeguard equipment.
Although this year’s opening day has been delayed, it is expected that

there will still be plenty of time to enjoy Tuscola County’s only outdoor
municipal pool.
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“Capturing kids’ hearts” in 2019-20
Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Know What’s Below...
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG

Michigan residents - whether Do-It-Yourselfers or 
professional excavators - can call 811 to have all 
natural gas lines located before beginning any digging 
or excavating project.

• There is no charge for this service.
• Someone will come to mark the location of all 

underground utility lines so you can do the work safely 
and avoid any interruption of your service.

Simply dial 811 (or call 800-482-7171) three (3) business 
days before you begin your work, utility crews will come to 
your home or place of business to locate all utility facilities.

DIAL 811  

the regular monthly meeting, the
board heard brief updates on
budgeting and upcoming con-
struction projects.

A host of capital improvement
projects are set to get underway in
the district, starting with eight
days of demolition work set to
start June 10.
As for district finances, Chief Fi-

nancial Officer Allison Zimba re-
ported she expects the Cass City
Schools to end the current budget
year (June 30) with no major revi-
sions.

Zimba says she plans to build a
projected loss of 20 students into
the 2019-20 budget. Cass City has
lost a number of students since the
last official state count in Febru-
ary. But the district is also gearing
up to graduate its smallest class in
memory, and a larger class is an-
ticipated in the coming year, “So,
I’m not worried,” she said. Zimba
noted school officials are project-
ing a conservative per-pupil state
funding increase of $180 in the
next spending plan, based on the
low end of proposed funding
hikes under consideration in Lans-
ing.

In a related matter, Zimba re-
quested – and the board approved
– an annual resolution to borrow
funding to cover cash-flow needs
until state aid payments resume in
the fall. The district will be bor-
rowing $700,000, down from the
$1 million borrowed last year.

In other business
In other business Monday, the

board:
*Approved a plan to opt out of

participation in the General Edu-
cation Development (GED) pro-
gram offered through the Tuscola
Technology Center.
Under the program, students who

are struggling academically can
complete their GED while also at-
tending classes at the tech center.
The cost to the local district is
$3,000 to $4,000, according to
Hartel, who pointed out only half
of the 10 Cass City students
signed up for the program this
year completed the program.

The plan now is to provide the
GED program in-house, with
those students still having the op-
tion to attend classes at the tech
center, he said.

Chad Daniels, junior-senior high
school principal, explained the
plan will cost roughly $15,000,
which includes the hiring of a new
math teacher in order to enable an-
other staff member to staff the al-
ternative education program.
*Accepted “with regret” the res-

ignation of veteran educator Sean
Zawilinski, a high school history
teacher who has been with the
Cass City Public Schools for 31
years.

*Recognized three Cass City stu-
dents – senior Shane Hoppe and
juniors Kris Nika and Logan Sev-
erance – who were part of a Tus-
cola Technology Center team that
finished fourth in the nation in a
recent cybersecurity competition.

Village awards bids
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water, sewer and trash collections fees – the newly passed ordinance is
designed to regulate private wells.
The minimum monthly charge for water is $21.44 with a base of 1,667
gallons, while the sewer base charge is $31.83 for 3,333 gallons per
month, and Emterra trash collection fees are $12.32 monthly.

“This is one part of my job that I don’t like,” Village Manger Debbie
Powell said of the need for shut-off notices.

However, non-payment of those accounts has become an expensive
proposition for the village, reaching six figures in the past. Previously,
if customers did not pay their water bill, the unpaid balances were rolled
over into their property taxes.

“The user of the services will now be responsible for payment,” said
Powell, noting that before, landlords were held responsible for non-pay-
ment of water use by their renters, even though they may have not been
aware that the bills had gone unpaid.
At the same, Powell pointed out, receiving a shut-off notice offers an

advantage to residents who are struggling financially.
“You can’t apply for assistance (to help pay) for those services without

first receiving a shut-off notice,” she explained.
Turning to the regulation of water wells, according to Ordnance 185,

“no person or entity shall install construct, develop, maintain or use a
water well within the village except under certain conditions.”

The exceptions include a water well used solely for the purpose of
construction site dewatering or for conducting activities under a plan
approved and permits issue by the Michigan Department of Environ-
mental Quality; or a well lawfully in existence at the time of the ordi-
nance; or a water well for new development when a water main is not
located within 200 feet of the property.
If a well is not permitted, the owner of any house, building, or property

used for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purchase
will be require to install suitable plumbing – most likely by connecting
to the village sewer lines – on their own dime.

Bids awarded 

Several motions were approved following a presentation of the vil-
lage’s 2018 audit. The largest bid awarded on the night went to Astec
Asphalt, Brown City, in the amount of $345,070 for 2019 street im-
provements in the village.

The projects include Hunt Street, from Huron Street north to Brenda
Drive, and Hill Street, from Church Street to Dale Street. Also included
in the bid is chip-and-fog seal work for several other streets.

L&T Painting, Shelby Township, was hired for repairs to the water
tower totaling $84,000. The maintenance work includes vent modifica-
tions, power washing, spot cleaning and recoating the exterior surface,
plus interior epoxy repairs, and adding “Cass City” lettering to one side.
A motion to purchase a trench box from Efficiency Production, Mason,

for $8,684 also passed. The trench box is a six-foot by six-foot box that
the DPW crew can use when they must enter a hole to fix a water main
or sewer main. The boxes reduce the risk of a hole collapsing without
shoring and shielding products.
Finally, work at the municipal building and at the Helens Stevens Me-

morial Pool was approved.
SPACE Inc., Midland, was contracted for an amount up to $23,000

for capital improvement to the municipal building, including carpeting,
signage, furniture and painting, while Beaver Tile and Stone, Saginaw,
will be paid $8,257 to install 1,904 square feet of floor tile at the pool.

In other business
In other business, officials noted the village of Cass City has officially

withdrawn from the Tuscola Airport Authority. The agreement was ap-
proved at the May 9 meeting of Tuscola Area Airport Authority Board
and became effective the next day.
The council voted 6-1 in favor of resigning from the airport authority

during its March meeting after multiple discussions were held focusing
on the value of membership versus cost.
Cass City was a founding member of the airport authority, established

in 1993, along with the then-village of Caro, village of Kingston and
the townships of Elkland and Almer.  Cass City officials have already
paid their annual membership fee — $9,160 — for the current fiscal
year, which ends June 30.
The council rejected a motion to resign from the authority last year on

a vote of 5-2, but the measure easily passed during the March meeting.
Trustee Jenny Zawilinski cast the lone “no” vote, saying she had mixed
emotions about the decision.

Also, the council unanimously approved a motion to amend the vil-
lage’s 2019 fee schedule, waiving field usage fees for boys baseball and
girls softball leagues, which have invested in several major upgrades
over the years.

visits to Bay City Western.
According to the Flippen Group

website, the key is engagement
with all students in the educational
environment in an effort that en-
sures no student slips through the
cracks.

“Many of our students today
come to school wearing invisible
backpacks. They carry with them
unreasonable expectations, stress
from home, hunger, abuse, loneli-
ness. We all know, and the re-
search proves, that these items
weigh heavily on students and can
greatly impede their educational
progress,” Flippen Group officials
explain.

“We also know that if teachers
can create a relational connection
to students, or in Flippen Group
terms, ‘Capture Kids’ Hearts’,
performance goes way up, and be-
haviors greatly improve because
kids want to be in school.

“Students are not the only ones
with invisible backpacks. Teach-
ers, staff, and administrators all
have challenges they face as well.
Some carry stress, overwhelming
responsibilities, or unreasonable
expectations of students and other
staff members,” the organization’s
website states. “When the Flippen
Group helps build a school culture
that is relational and tends to the
social-emotional needs of students
and educators, it’s proven that
campuses, districts, and entire
communities can be transformed.
Kids want to be in classrooms
where teachers know how to con-
nect with them and make them
feel valued.”
As a result, officials say, partici-

pating schools see decreased dis-
cipline referrals and increased
student achievement, attendance
and graduation rates, and teacher
satisfaction.

The local teachers who recently
underwent training in Grand
Rapids say experimenting with
the Flippen Group approach has
provided them with a great deal of
optimism.
“The looks on the students’ faces

every day, waiting for the hand-
shake, is priceless,” teacher Adam
Dorland commented.

Teacher Christina Swiderski
agreed. “Starting with just a few
changes, it was clear to see that
the atmosphere in class was al-
ready starting to evolve,” she said.
“I can’t wait to see what happens
when the whole process is imple-
mented.”  

Budget, bond updates

Turning to other matters during
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You might be a thinker, scientist, athlete, artist, inventor or 
musician. No matter your gifts, our faculty and programs 
will shape you in ways that unleash incredible opportunities.
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