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A PROUD tradition of SERVICE through EXCELLENCE, INTEGRITY, and COURTESY

Cass City’s Ross member of 135 Trooper Recruit School

Huron County sheriff
honors several officers

High-speed chase ends in arrest

Please turn to page 8.

Please tun to page 7.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Huron County Sheriff’s Department recently honored its own dur-
ing the office’s annual staff meeting.

“The activities of the prior year were reviewed and expectations and
goals for 2019 were discussed. Many deputies received awards for the
past years’ service,” Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said of the
gathering. “Comments and suggestions by all were also taken into ac-
count.”
Deputies receiving awards this year were:
*Life Saving Awards went to Deputy Alex Jobes, Deputy Jacob Dhyse

and Deputy Gabe Callender who used an AED (automated external de-
fibrillator) and performed CPR July 6, 2018, to save a Chandler Town-
ship woman’s life.
*Professional Excellence Awards were presented to deputies who per-

formed 150 or more hours of overtime service. They are Chuck Bolz-
man, Daryl Ford, Eric Hessling, Dan Maxwell, Charlie Stevens, Katie
Carter, Alex Jobes, Kim Kociba-Webber, Nathan Leppek, Josh Loss,
Todd Schember, Randy Smaglinski, Justin Tietz, Lucas Loss, Warren
Kuhl, Ryan Swartz, Steve Bismack, Stephanie Voss, Roy Williamson
and Bret Zagorski.

*The Sheriff’s Commendation Outstanding Service Award went to
Sgt. James Hunt, who administered two doses of the overdose-reversing

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

About a month after the ground-
breaking for the new state hospital
in Caro last October, new Michi-
gan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) Di-
rector Robert Gordon all but de-
cided the project wasn’t going to
happen in Tuscola County.

That’s according to an ABC12
report revealing the content of
emails obtained through a Free-
dom of Information (FOIA) re-
quest that indicate the decision
was made before state officials an-
nounced plans to conduct another
study of the project. 
Tuscola County Controller Mike

Hoagland was at a loss for words
when he heard the news.

“I’m stunned. I’m still trying to
process what I was told,”
Hoagland commented.
The news broke late Friday after-

noon.
“Among other things, the newly-

revealed emails show a decision
was already largely made to stop
the project before a consultant was
brought on to ‘study’ its feasibil-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A reckless driving complaint Sat-
urday night quickly turned into a
high-speed pursuit through three
counties, with Tuscola County law
enforcement officers arresting the
armed driver without incident.

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen

Skrent said preliminary investiga-
tion information indicates a reck-
less driver was reported in Tuscola
County at 6:38 p.m., traveling
through Millington at speeds of up
to 100 miles per hour.

“The vehicle, a Black colored
Chrysler 300, had been reported in
Lapeer County reckless driving. A
chase ensued there and was called

off,” Skrent said. “Then a chase
was started in Genesee County
and that was terminated.”
Reese police later spotted the ve-

hicle traveling at high speeds in
Tuscola County and began a pur-
suit, according to the sheriff.

“It was clear to the officers that
this vehicle was not going to stop
this dangerous driving until he
was apprehended. The chase con-
tinued through our county for
many miles, with spikes being de-
ployed several times,” Skrent said,
noting deputies, Michigan State

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kyle Ross figures he put all he
had into earning every stitch of
his Michigan State Police
(MSP) trooper uniform.
State police officials must have

figured the same thing about the
Cass City native, who along

with 100 other men and women
comprising the 135th Trooper Re-
cruit School graduated and were
sworn in as state police troopers
last Wednesday in Lansing.

The troopers will soon report to
MSP posts across the state. For
Ross, 22, of Cass City, that means
a move north to the other side of
the Mackinac Bridge as he pre-
pares to take on his first assign-
ment at the St. Ignace post.

MSP Director Col. Joe Gasper
administered the Oath of Office
during the ceremony at the Lans-
ing Center. Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer delivered the keynote
address.
“I’m proud to recognize the grad-

uates of the 135th Trooper Recruit
School who are joining the ranks
of the Michigan State Police
today,” said Whitmer. “There is no
greater calling than service to oth-
ers and it is my honor to support
you as you commit yourselves to
a career of public service right
here in our great state of Michi-
gan. I wish each of you a long,
safe and rewarding career with the

Michigan State Police.”  
In his address to the graduates,

Gasper said, “As you leave here
today, I encourage you to seek to
be what I call the ‘quiet profes-
sional.’ Listen first and show kind-
ness, treating everyone with
dignity and respect.”

The 135th Trooper Recruit
School began on Sept. 23 at the
MSP Training Academy in Lans-
ing. For the past 28 weeks, re-
cruits have spent their weekdays
undergoing hours of training and
exercises designed to help them
maintain mental alertness and an
ability to react physically to virtu-
ally any situation.

It’s a grueling training program
that results in some candidates
leaving the program. The 135th
Recruit School Class, for exam-
ple, started out with 136 recruit
trainees, a number that fell to 128
after the first week of the acad-
emy.

Ross, a 2015 Cass City High
School graduate who was busy
working and pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice through

Ferris State University when he
was offered the opportunity to
enter the MSP Academy, is
quick to say he’s excited to
begin his career as a trooper.
But he also acknowledges the

intensity of the training, the
challenges and the stress
prompted him to question his
own abilities at times.

“There were a lot of times
when I didn’t think I was going
to be able to do it,” said Ross,
who learned the key to over-
coming that doubt was to con-
stantly remind himself of why
he entered the academy in the
first place.

“I believe in doing what’s
right and upholding the consti-
tution. I want to help people
out,” he said, adding police of-
ficers often come face to face
with people who are experienc-
ing the worst day of their lives,
and “I look at my job as maybe
making that day better.”
Ross set his sights on a career

with the state police early on in
Please turn to page 6.Trooper Kyle Ross

MORE THAN 40 Thumb

vendors and an estimated

200-plus residents at-

tended Thursday’s third

annual Taste of the Thumb

Food and Business Expo in

the Cass City High School

gym. At right, Kevin

Wellons, Cass City, visits

with Antoinette Stachura

of Ceramics by Antoinette,

Deford. Cass City Cham-

ber of Commerce Admin-

istrator Judy Keller

deemed the event a big

success.

Please turn to page 6.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

After some revision of plans and
a bit of negotiating, Novesta
Township will once again have a
place to call home to conduct
township business in the near fu-
ture.

In February, township officials
requested bids related to construc-
tion of a new hall. Those bids –
five in all — were opened during
a March 21 special meeting.
“There is a wide price range gap

between them (bids),” township
Supervisor Chad Daniels reported.

The township contracted with
Orin Campbell of Campbell Asso-
ciates, Sandusky, to draft a rough
sketch of the site plan for the pro-

Novesta okays

construction
of new hall

Report: new psych hospital fate already sealed?
ity,” said Michigan Speaker of the
House Lee Chatfield (R-Lever-
ing). “The idea of using a third
party to put on a show of making
that decision was pitched as a way
to ‘get the right answer’ and ‘hold
off the legislature.’”

“If this is true,” Hoagland said,
“why have a consultant conduct a
study? This is a charade. The
study will only be for political
cover because apparently the de-
cision has already been made.
There has been no discussion of
this decision by the MDHHS di-
rector or the governor’s office
with local officials. So much for
objectivity and democracy.
“There are 350 employees at this

hospital and 54 million is infused
annually into the local economy.
This facility has been a staple in
the community for over 100 years.
The dedicated employees working
there have provided quality care to
thousands of patients,” Hoagland
added. “I sincerely hope Gov.
(Gretchen) Whitmer will recon-
sider this devastating decision by
her MDHHS director.

In mid-March, Whitmer an-
nounced the decision to halt con-

struction of the new psychiatric
hospital in Tuscola County while
a reevaluation of the project was
conducted by a consultant.

The reason given was that

MDHHS officials had concerns
regarding staffing shortages, the
ability for patients’ families to be
involved in their treatment, and
access to water.

In addition to local officials, the
information about the Caro Center
was news to state lawmakers who
represent the county.
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Owen-Gage students recognized
The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-

dents of the month for March is
being a “Critical, Creative
Thinker”.  A student who is a crit-
ical, creative thinker identifies

problems, collects information,
and organizes, compares and con-
trasts data.  The student also forms
opinions, develops strategies to
solve problems and evaluates their
conclusion.  

The following students have
been chosen: Cassilynn Hux, first
grade (elementary level), daughter
of Donald and Darla Hux; Conner
Snear, seventh grade (junior high
level), son of Laura Snear; Haden
Gruehn, ninth grade (high school
level), son of Nathan and Kamryn
Gruehn; and Jessica Partaka,
twelfth grade (senior student),
daughter of Laura Snear. 

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Jessica Partaka.  Partaka has been
a member of the band each year,
in which she plays the bass clar-
inet.  She has participated in
Solo/Ensemble each year and has
been chosen to participate in the

Tri-County Honors Band each
year.  Partaka has also been a
member of the softball team for
three out of the four years in high
school.  As a senior, she was a
cheerleader for the 2018 football
season.
Partaka was on the honor roll her

freshman year and served on the
prom committee her junior year.
She served on the PAC (Post-Sec-
ondary Action Council) Squad the
past three years.  Partaka was a
snowball representative her junior
and senior years.  The past two
years she has been enrolled in the
Public Safety program at the
Huron Area Technical Center and
has been a member of the Innova-
tive Vehicle Design team.  Partaka
has volunteered at various Techni-
cal Center events and has partici-
pated at the Grant Township
Memorial Day celebrations each
year as a member of the Owen-
Gage band.  She enjoys reading,
riding four-wheelers, walking
through the Petroglyphs, and
spending time with family.   

Partaka would like to join the
U.S. Army or the National Guard
after graduation.

Cassilynn Hux

Conner Snear Haden Gruehn

Jessica Partaka

The following students have
been named to the 3rd marking
period honor roll for Owendale-
Gagetown Schools:

3rd Grade:  
Hailey Forman, Cailum Hewitt,
Hunter Mihacsi, Sierra Miller.

4th Grade:  
Jessica Bowers*, Wynter
Brinkman, Logan Carter, Steven
Hicks, Hunter Hoppe, Rylin
LaCroix*, Mya McCreedy*, Faith
Morrish, Jayden Prokop, Ava
Sheufelt*, Ellen Tyler.

5th Grade:  
McKenzie Baker*, Olivia Craig,
Chloe Fritz, Aubrey Hellebuyck,
Brooklyn Hunt*, Izabela Ma-
tuszak, Logan Mihacsi, Alan
Sagash, Kennedy Selden*.

6th Grade:  
Danielle Hunt*, Lucas McK-
night*.  

7th Grade: 
Shelby Bowers, Karsyn Gruehn*,
Isaac Miller, Lillieyannah Sagash,
Hannah Wood.

8th Grade:  
Cristal Crandall, Allison Hal-
dane*, Amber Haldane*, Dagon
LaCroix*, Erin Morrish, Emily
Schultz*.

9th Grade:  
Haden Gruehn, Madelyn Hal-
dane*.

10th Grade:  
Boyd Evans*, Clay Evans*, Jame-
son McKnight*, Hunter Meier,
Libby Ondrajka.

11th Grade:  
Branden Fritz, Aaliyah Gonzales,
Carley Haldane*, Chase
Howard*, Kaitlyn LaCroix*,
Madyson Menzel, Andrew Roe-
mer, Victoria Smith*.

12th Grade: 
Jade Androl*, Cordell Clarkson*,
Matthew Fritz*, Megan Fritz*,
Carlee Rievert*.

* Denotes all A’S

O-G students
named to the
honor roll for
third period
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Older brother’s games

to see a circus. I had to slouch down below the car’s
window while driving there so that he wouldn’t be
seen with me, and while at the circus I had to sit sev-
eral feet away from him so no one knew we were to-
gether.

On the way out of the big tent, my older brother
asked me if I want to find out what lions and tigers
ate. I wisely said, “no.” I think that is mainly why
I’m here to write this column.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

While I’ve heard about the issue of nature versus
nurture, I’ve never given it a whole lot of thought
until recently after spending time with an eight-year
old brother and his five-year old sister.

Nature is like pre-wiring and is influenced by ge-
netic inheritance and other biological factors. Nurture
is generally taken as the influence of external factors
after conception from exposure to life experiences
and learning of an individual.

I don’t have an answer to that age-old debate, but
there are traits that just cannot be explained or over-
looked.
I was born later in my parents’ life and almost eight

years after my brother. While he never came right out
and said anything directly to me, there had to be
some resentment — a lot of resentment about my up-
setting his comfortable life as an only child for nearly
a decade.
I’m not sure, but I think there is some kind of an un-

written rule that older brothers have to torment their
younger siblings, especially younger sisters. Older
brothers always seem to know exactly what buttons
to push to get a rise, to hurt, to humiliate, to under-
mine, and to make a little sister cry.
Over the last few months, I have had the opportunity

to see some older brother-younger sister interaction.
It brought back so many memories along with the re-
alization that no matter how many years may have
passed, big brothers never change. They’ve just had
more practice honing their eviscerating skills. Within
10 minutes of waking up, he can have her in tears.

The little boy’s taunts, jabs, and criticism sounded
exactly like my brother’s. I can’t help but wonder if
there isn’t some kind of a secret instruction manual
that is handed down from one older brother to an-
other to do that.
According to my older brother, I had the worst case

of cooties in the world and could not be included in
places he went. I wasn’t allowed to play on the Huck-
Finn type raft he built to float around on the Bach
Drain. According to him, being near water increased
my “cootieness.”
I wasn’t allowed in the tree house in the big oak tree

in the front yard. To ensure a cootieless tree house,
he built an elevator platform on a pulley to reach it.
I wasn’t tall enough to reach the rope to use it.

There were a few times he would actually break
down and play with me. The game was cowboys and
Indians. Somehow I was always the Indian. I still
have scars on my back from being shot with his B-B
gun because I was trying to rustle his horse. Some-
how that game was never played when my parents
were home.

He learned to play certain games when our parents
weren’t home after mom grounded him for trying to
burn me at a stake. Her quick action with the garden
hose saved me from a fiery death while tied to a tree
with a pile of leaves burning around me. Anyway,
that is how I remember that situation. 

I was a little older when he was forced to take me
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Enjoyed a couple of first-time activities Saturday
I’d like to share, both occurring near downtown
Detroit.
I started my weekend fishing for Walleyes on the

Detroit River. And I mean downtown Detroit as the
three of us used a boat launch near Belle Isle to
enter the Detroit River before daylight and then
jigged for the tasty table fare downstream to the
GM Renaissance Center, and then all the way back
into Lake St. Clair.

Despite 100s of boats in the area, I did not notice
many landing fish, except for one neighboring boat
that netted what we believed was a 4-foot Muskie.
Personally, I didn’t have a bite despite six hour of
trying – still fun.
Then on Saturday afternoon I met up with family

at the Detroit Shipping Co. located in the Cass Cor-
ridor near Comerica Park. According to their web-
site, The Detroit Shipping Co. is a restaurant
collective and beer garden featuring five unique
food-truck style eateries, two full service bars, a
coffee and ice cream booth, a small stage, galleries
for local artists and retailers, and two private
lounges. All constructed from refashioned shipping
containers. 
Plans to take in a Detroit Tiger game this summer?

It’s worth a visit.   

**********      

Save the date – Saturday, April 27 – say officials
of the Bay Shore Camp and Family Ministries. 
That’s when the group’s annual auction starts at 9

am in the Youth Center.
Visitors are invited to enjoy food, fun and fellow-

ship, while proceeds from the event go to the
Campership Fund to help children attend camp.

Items for bid include a candlelight dinner for
eight, gift certificates from many area restaurants,
Xbox One Home Theatre, girls and boys bikes, fur-
niture, picnic tables and much more.

Contact the Sebewaing area non-profit group for
more information at (989) 883-2501. 

**********      

Classifications for Michigan High School Athletic
Association elections and postseason tournaments
for the 2019-20 school year have been announced.

Classifications for the upcoming school year are
based on a second semester count date, which for
MHSAA purposes was Feb. 13. The enrollment
figure submitted for athletic classification purposes
may be different from the count submitted for
school aid purposes, as it does not include students
ineligible for athletic competition because they
reached their 19th birthday prior to September 1 of
the current school year and will not include alter-
native education students if none are allowed ath-
letic eligibility by the local school district.
Traditional classes (A, B, C, D) are used only for

MHSAA elections and football playoff purposes –
in 11-player to determine opponents’ point values,
and in 8-player to determine if schools are eligible
to compete in the MHSAA Playoffs (only Class D
teams may participate in the postseason). All other
sports’ tournaments will be conducted with schools
in equal or nearly equal divisions.

To determine traditional classifications, after all
counts are submitted, tournament-qualified mem-
ber schools are ranked according to enrollment and
then split as closely into quarters as possible. For
2019-20, there are 748 tournament-qualified mem-
ber schools with 187 schools in each class.

Effective with the 2019-20 school year, schools
with 863 or more students are in Class A. The en-
rollment limits for Class B are 395-862, Class C is
189-394, and schools with enrollments of 188 and
fewer are Class D. The break between Classes A
and B decreased 22 students from 2018-19, the
break between Classes B and C decreased three
students, and the break between Classes C and D
is five students fewer than the current school year.

Moving Up from Class D to Class C are Thumb
area schools Deckerville, Kingston and Mayville.

**********     

Associate Pastor Joel Schwendinger swung into
the Chronicle office last week to invite area young-
sters to Cass City Missionary Church’s 3rd annual
Easter Egg Hunt. The funs starts at 11 a.m. on Sat.,
April 13th at the football field in the municipal
park. The hunt is for pre-school to 6th graders. 

Unstable politicians are
the nation’s real problem 
With all the problems that we have in this country,

it’s ridiculous that the first thing our newly-elected
Congress did was making more gun control legisla-
tion.  They have to know that President Trump will
veto gun control legislation that they come up with.
The Democrats say we have to do better when re-
garding background checks in order to keep guns
out of the hands of the mentally ill, but it shouldn’t
be hard to know who some of these people are.
We have Democrats saying how cruel and evil it is

that President Trump is separating families that il-
legally cross our border, but they don’t have a prob-
lem killing a baby upon birth.  Anyone should be
able to see that politicians who endorse letting ba-
bies die after they are born, and their supporters,
have mental problems themselves.

Therefore, these are the people who should never
own a firearm, especially when they want newborns
to die on the table.  I can’t believe that we have these
unstable elected politicians making laws that we
have to abide by. The elderly will be next.

Robert Peruski
Ubly

Getting ready to
dig? Make a call

It can be easy to allow enthusiasm to overshadow
safety and caution when it comes to getting outdoors
in the spring to start on those construction and home
improvement projects you’ve been dreaming about all
winter.

But in the long run, Michigan Public Service Com-
mission (MPSC) officials say a simple phone call could
save you a big headache.
Every year, underground utility lines in Michigan are

damaged during digging activities because someone
didn’t check first for the location of buried infrastruc-
ture.
April is Safe Digging Month and the MPSC is remind-

ing everyone —from homeowners to construction crews
— to make a free call to MISS DIG 811 before starting
any outdoor digging project and have work areas
marked for safety.
“April is the traditional start of construction and ex-

cavation season, whether it’s a homeowner putting in
a fence post or a developer doing site work for a busi-
ness expansion,” said Sally Talberg, chairman of the
MPSC. “We strongly encourage individuals and com-
panies to call 811 before beginning any projects, no
matter how small, to protect underground utility lines
from being struck and potentially causing injuries or
outages.”

Homeowners often make risky assumptions about
whether or not they should get their utility lines
marked, but every digging job requires a call — even
“small” projects like planting trees and shrubs – be-
cause many utility lines are buried just a few inches
below ground.

According to the Common Ground Alliance (CGA),
there are more than 20 million miles of underground
utility lines nationwide – that equates to more than one
football field’s length (105 yards) of buried utilities for
every man, woman and child in the United states.
A few days before starting an excavation project, make

a free call to 811 or fill out a request online at
www.MISSDIG811.org. Homeowners should click on
“Request Service” and excavators should select “e-Lo-
cate.”
Once a request is received, MISS DIG officials contact

local utility companies, according to the location where
a caller plans to dig. Utilities will send representatives
to mark the approximate location of underground gas,
electric, communications, water or sewer lines with
paint and/or staking flags within three working days.
The service is free.
To be safe, do not start an outdoor project until public

utility locations are marked, and carefully dig by hand
in the designated areas.
“I would like to remind all Michiganders that as you

move into spring and begin your excavation projects,
contact MISS DIG 811 first. It’s easy, it’s free, and it’s
the law,” said Bruce Campbell, CEO of MISS DIG Sys-
tem, Inc. “Keep yourself, your neighbors and under-
ground utilities safe: Call MISS DIG 811 before you
dig!”
CGA officials estimate that 42 percent of homeowners

who plan to dig this year for DIY projects say they will
not call 811 beforehand. That puts homeowners at risk
of serious injury or even death if they strike under-
ground lines, and their communities at risk of losing
utility service.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Brian L. Smith Jr., 37, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to impaired driving
Dec. 31 in Vassar Township.

The court proceeded directly to
sentencing, ordering Smith to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$1,185.

*Richard G. Gamet, 57, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Jan. 25 in Millington.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Jeffrey A. Marshall, 57, Vassar,

pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-

fluence of liquor, third offense,
Dec. 6 in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jonathan M. Verhelle, 23, Fair-
grove, pleaded no contest to do-
mestic violence, third offense, Jan.
20 in Fairgrove.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*William M. Lovaas, 49, Cass
City, pleaded no contest to assault
with intent to commit great bodily
harm less than murder Jan. 20,
2018, in Cass City. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $20,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Sherri L. Eastburn, 55, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Oct. 5 in Millington Township.
She was also convicted of being
an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jason A. Frank, 38, Clio,
pleaded guilty to impaired driv-
ing, third offense, Aug. 28 in
Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

�#�"('*#�$+-�.0 )'//'*%�'/#).�'*�/&#�!�(#*"�-�'.�/&#��-'"�3�*++*� #$+-#
,0 ('!�/'+*���(#�.#�.#*"�!�(#*"�-�'/#).�/+�

��..��'/3��&-+*'!(#�������+2��������..��'/3����
���
�&+*#�����������������2����������	����!&-+*'!(#�!!!&-+*'!(#�*#/

�����!��$���� �����
E&:9980?6=�90�#6/8>C��<//��977?83>C� /+6�����	���:�7����?7+8.��/@/69:7/8>
�9773==398�+>���� 98>+1?/��@/����+<9��":/8�>9�+8C98/�A+8>381�+�29>��297/�
=>C6/�7/+6�

��# !��$���� �����
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
E�+</13@/<��988/->398��
��		�:�7������		�:�7����9?8><C��+<./8=��&-2/?</<��9=�
:3>+6���	��!���+=/@366/�%.���#31/98���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
��"# ��$���� �����
E�6��898�7//>381��

�+�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�

�����$���� �����
E�6-92963-=��898C79?=��F 98.+C�+>�+�'37/�G���:�7���#+<5=3./��+0/���	�
� +38
&>���(,6C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66��81/6+�%��+>�������������
��
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
E&2+,,98+�"?></+-2��+,C�#+8><C��
	�+�7��>9���:�7���&2+,,98+�"?></+-2���
&2+,,98+�%.���/-5/<�� ����/8>6C�?=/.�-69>2381�+8.�/;?3:7/8>��.3+:/<=��,9>>6/=�
>9C=��09<7?6+��,+,C�099.���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-98>+->��?.C��9/<<�����������
�����

�#�!��$���� �����
E�<+0>C��+.3/=��<9?:��
��:�7����97798��<9?8.=��8/B>�>9�%/@3@/����<381�+�-<+0>�
381�:<94/->�>9�A9<5�98���+66�������
���	��09<�79</�3809<7+>398��
E��� //>381������:�7���&>���9=/:2��2?<-2����	�!���<1C6/�%.��� //>381�A366�,/
2/6.�38�>2/�2+66�8/B>�>9�>2/�63>>6/�=>98/�-2?<-2��
E�6��898�7//>381����:�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�
E�3@381�A3>2�#+<538=98H=�&?::9<>��<9?:��
���	�:�7�������	�:�7����963.+C��88��B�
:</==�����%+:=98��+8/�*/=>���+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
E�+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:����		�:�7������		�:�7����+<,9<��/+-2��977?�
83>C��9=:3>+6��.7383=><+>398��?36.381��980/</8-/��/8>/<��
��&���3<=>�&>����+<,9<
�/+-2���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�

E(,6C��398=��6?,�7//>381����		�:�7��+>�>2/�(,6C�'2?7,�)/>/<+8=�"<1+83D+>398�
�+66���
����3812+8�&>���(,6C� ���������:9>�6?-5�3=�=/<@/.�:<39<�>9�>2/�7//>381�
�@/<C98/�3=�A/6-97/.�

����	����������������
�	�����
��
�'-./���/0-"�3�
E&?3-3./�&?<@3@9<��<3/0�&?::9<>��<9?:��
�:�7���'2?7,��</+�#=C-296913-+6�&/<@�
3-/=������%9=/�&>����+==��3>C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��3=+�&-29/>>6/�� ���#�
!���+>���������
�		�
�'-./��0*"�3�
E�366=3./��977?83>C��<?8-2��

�+�7��>9�
�:�7����66�C9?�-+8�/+>���<//�A366�900/<�
381�
E�'2?7,��</+��97:+8398=����:�7���29=>/.�,C��+A8�*93.+8�+>��366=�+8.��+6/=��9+<.<997
�����366�=><//>��&9-3+6�=?::9<>�1<9?:�>2+>�=><3@/=�>9�,/8/03>�0<97�=9-3+6�-98>+->�A3>2�9>2/<=
/B:/<3/8-381�1<3/0�69==�
�'-./��+*"�3�
E!9@/=>+�'9A8=23:��9+<.�7//>381�����	�:�7�
E&2+,,98+�"?></+-2��+,C�#+8><C��
	�+�7��>9���:�7���&2+,,98+�"?></+-2���
&2+,,98+�%.���/-5/<�� ����/8>6C�?=/.�-69>2381�+8.�/;?3:7/8>��.3+:/<=��,9>>6/=�
>9C=��09<7?6+��,+,C�099.���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-98>+->��?.C��9/<<�����������
�����
�#!+*"��+*"�3�
E�656+8.�'9A8=23:��9+<.�7//>381����:�7�
E)�*�798>26C�7//>381����		�:�7���)�*��+66���+==��3>C�
�#!+*"��0#."�3�
E'2?7,�"->+198��+<8�7//>381����:�7���03</�2+66�38��+1/>9A8�
E'?=-96+��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=�+8.��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:��
��	�:�7���
���	�:�7��������8>/<1/8/<+>398+6��?36.381���	� 98>+1?/��@/����+<9��9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�
�
E��/.<98�"�&�����90��+<9�7//>381����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:��
	�		�+�7����
��		�:�7����?7+8
�/@/69:7/8>��9773==398��
�	�!?1/8>�%.����+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98�
>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�
�
E�6��898�7//>381����:�7���&>���<+8-3=�#+<<3=2��#31/98�
�#!+*"��&0-."�3�
E�+</13@/<��988/->398��
��		�:�7������		�:�7����9?8><C��+<./8=��&-2/?</<��9=�
:3>+6���	��!���+=/@366/�%.���#31/98���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
�&'-"��0*"�3�
E�'2?7,��</+��97:+8398=����:�7���29=>/.�,C��+A8�*93.+8�+>��366=�+8.��+6/=��9+<.<997
�����366�=><//>��&9-3+6�=?::9<>�1<9?:�>2+>�=><3@/=�>9�,/8/03>�0<97�=9-3+6�-98>+->�A3>2�9>2/<=
/B:/<3/8-381�1<3/0�69==�
�&'-"��+*"�3�
E&2+,,98+�"?></+-2��+,C�#+8><C��
	�+�7��>9���:�7���&2+,,98+�"?></+-2���
&2+,,98+�%.���/-5/<�� ����/8>6C�?=/.�-69>2381�+8.�/;?3:7/8>��.3+:/<=��,9>>6/=�
>9C=��09<7?6+��,+,C�099.���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-98>+->��?.C��9/<<�����������
�����
�&'-"��0#."�3�
E�3@381�A3>2�#+<538=98H=�&?::9<>��<9?:��
���	�:�7�������	�:�7����963.+C��88��B�
:</==�����%+:=98��+8/�*/=>���+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
E�+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:����		�:�7������		�:�7����+<,9<��/+-2��977?�
83>C��9=:3>+6��.7383=><+>398��?36.381��980/</8-/��/8>/<��
��&���3<=>�&>����+<,9<
�/+-2���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�

E(,6C��398=��6?,�7//>381����		�:�7��+>�>2/�(,6C�'2?7,�)/>/<+8=�"<1+83D+>398�
�+66���
����3812+8�&>���(,6C� ���������:9>�6?-5�3=�=/<@/.�:<39<�>9�>2/�7//>381�
�@/<C98/�3=�A/6-97/.�
�&'-"��#"*#."�3�
E&:+12/>>3��388/<�+>��+==��3>C�)�*��+66�0<97���	�:�7�������	�:�7��'+5/�9?>
+@+36+,6/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-+66����������������
�&'-"��&0-."�3�
E&+836+-��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=�+8.��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:����:�7������
�.?6>��+C�&/<@3-/=��?36.381������!���65�&>���&+8.?=5C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�
-98>+->��37�+>�����������
�
�9<��7+8.+�+>���
	��������
E�<3/0�&?::9<>�7//>381=��F�/+6381�'91/>2/<�G��/<3>+1/��366��
�	��6/+@/<�%.��
�+<9��������	�:�7���9<�;?/=>398=�9<�>9�</13=>/<�>9�+>>/8.�:6/+=/�-+66�>2/�9003-/�+>
���������������9<�>966�0<//�����������������'2/=/�=/==398=�+</�9:/8�>9�+8C98/
./+6381�A3>2�+�1<3/0�9<�69==��&:98=9</.�,C��9=:3-/��.@+8>+1/���+==��3>C�
E�+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:��

�		�:�7����
�		�:�7����?66+<.�&+809<.� /79<3+6��3�
,<+<C����	�*���?<98��@/���)+==+<���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
�&'-"��-'"�3�
E&/839<��3>3D/8� 9@3/=��%+A=98� /79<3+6��3,<+<C���+==��3>C�+>�
��	�:�7�
�&'-"���/0-"�3�
E%/@3@/��99.�#+8><C��0<97�
	�+�7����

�+�7�� ?=>�63@/�38�>2/��+==��3>C�&-2996
�3=><3->�+8.�7//>�>2/�038+8-3+6�1?3./638/=���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66��������
�
��	��
4�+0-/&��+*"�3�
E�+==��3>C�&-2996��9+<.�7//>381����:�7�
E�366=����+6/=��/8/<+6��9=:3>+6��?B363+<C�7//>381��

��	�+�7����36631+8=��89
7//>381=��?6C���?1?=>���/-/7,/<��
E'?=-96+��9?8>C�%312>�>9��30/�7//>381�����	���:�7����+<9��</+��3=><3->��3,<+<C�
�	�*���<+85�&>����+<9���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
E�+7363/=��1+38=>�!+<-9>3-=����:�7����366=�+8.��+6/=��9<:9<+>/�&/<@3-/=�+8.�%/�
1398+6��.?-+>398��/8>/<������� +38�&>���+==��3>C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66
��������
�����
�+0-/&��#"*#."�3�
E"A/8��+1/�&-2996��9+<.�7//>381����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=�+8.��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:���?<98��/2+@�
39<+6��/+6>2���+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->�%298.+�$?388�+>�����������
�����
E&+836+-��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=� +8.� �+736C��+</13@/<� &?::9<>��<9?:�� &+836+-
�9?8>C� /.3-+6��+</��+-363>C��!998�>9���:�7���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->
 /<<C�+>�����������
�
�
�+0-/&��&0-."�3�
E�977?83>C��?8-2��8998��&2+,,98+�(83>/.� />29.3=>��2?<-2�
��./��+*"�3�
E�+==��3>C�)366+1/��9?8-36�7//>381����:�7���7?83-3:+6�,?36.381�
��./��#"*#."�3�
E�+==��3>C��2+7,/<�7//>381����+�7���%+A=98� /79<3+6��3=><3->��3,<+<C�
�1#-3��+*"�3�
E�6-92963-=��898C79?=��F 98.+C�+>�+�'37/�G���:�7���#+<5=3./��+0/���	�
� +38
&>���(,6C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66��81/6+�%��+>�������������
��
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
�1#-3��0#."�3�
E��� //>381������:�7���&>���9=/:2��2?<-2����	�!���<1C6/�%.��� //>381�A366�,/
2/6.�38�>2/�2+66�8/B>�>9�>2/�63>>6/�=>98/�-2?<-2��
E�6��898�7//>381����:�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�
E�<+0>C��+.3/=��<9?:��
��:�7����97798��<9?8.=��8/B>�>9�%/@3@/����<381�+�-<+0>�
381�:<94/->�>9�A9<5�98���+66�������
���	��09<�79</�3809<7+>398��
�1#-3��#"*#."�3�
E&:9980?6=�90�#6/8>C��<//��977?83>C� /+6�����	���:�7����?7+8.��/@/69:7/8>
�9773==398�+>���� 98>+1?/��@/����+<9��":/8�>9�+8C98/�A+8>381�+�29>��297/�
=>C6/�7/+6�
�1#-3��&0-."�3�
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
�1#-3���/0-"�3
E�6��898�7//>381��

�+�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�

�������������������

����		��

Tuscola County Veterans Affairs
officials are requesting help in an
effort to return an armed forces
medal to a family member.

“We would like to return this
Purple Heart Medal back to the
veteran’s family,” said Tuscola
County Veterans Affairs Director
Mark Zmierski, who posted the
request along with a couple of
photos on the office’s Facebook
page.

“It belongs to a Harry Cooper
and was found at a storage unit in
Clio,” Zmierski explained. “We
are aware of a few Harry Cooper
obituaries, but we want to make
sure we are getting in contact with
the correct family.”
Anyone with information related

the medal is asked to contact the
Tuscola County Veteran Affairs
office at (989) 673-8148.

The Purple Heart Medal is pre-
sented to service members who

Veterans affairs officials looking
for purple heart recipient Cooper

have been wounded or killed as a
result of enemy action while serv-
ing in the U.S. military. It is
specifically a combat decoration.
According to the National Purple

Heart Hall of Honor, more than
1.8 million Purple Heart medals
have been presented to service
members since the award was cre-
ated in 1782.

DNR: wildfire season here
With warmer weather arriving in

southern Michigan, many people
likely will be outside cleaning up
their yards or maybe enjoying the
first bonfire of the season.
However, Department of Natural

Resources (DNR) officials are is-
suing a word of caution: Anyone
planning to burn leaves or other
yard debris first should check with
local officials to see if conditions
are favorable for safe burning.
And although campfires still are

permitted during times of in-
creased fire danger, the DNR
urges extreme caution with all
fires.

“Though fires can happen just
about any time of year, most wild-
fires in Michigan occur in April,
May and June,” said DNR Fire
Supervisor Don Klingler. “The
dead grass and leaves from last
year are still very dry, and it only
takes one escaped spark to start a
wildfire.”
So far this year, the DNR already

has responded to 23 wildfires that
burned a combined 180 acres.

Burn permits are required when
the ground is not snow-covered.
Residents in southern Michigan
should contact their local fire de-

partment or township office to see
if burning is permitted in their
area. Residents in the northern
Lower Peninsula and Upper
Peninsula can check for local burn
permit status by visiting Michi-
gan.gov/BurnPermit or by calling
(866) 922-2876.

In addition, the DNR recom-
mends people take the following
steps to help prevent wildfires:

*Pay attention to the fire danger
in your area. Don’t burn debris
when conditions are dry or windy.
*Clear away flammable material

surrounding a fire, so it won’t
creep into dry vegetation.
*Always have a shovel and water

available when burning. Be sure
to douse fires with plenty of water,
stir and add more water until
everything is wet.

*Embers can re-ignite, so make
sure they are out completely.

*Consider composting or
mulching yard debris rather than
burning it.

When fire danger is extremely
high, Michigan’s governor may
issue a “burn ban” restricting all
outdoor burning, although this is
rare.

While the DNR is cautioning

about careful backyard burning,
residents also may be hearing
about DNR prescribed burns in
different areas of the state. Most
recently, the DNR conducted pre-
scribed burns in Allegan, Barry,
Kalamazoo, Monroe and St.
Joseph counties.

“It may seem confusing to hear
simultaneous messages about fire
caution and prescribed burns, but
springtime also is an important
time of year in forest manage-
ment,” Klingler said. “Prescribed
burns are an effective tool in help-
ing to control invasive species,
create critical wildlife habitat and
regenerate forests.
“We want the public to know that

prescribed burns are carefully
planned, step by step, in consulta-
tion with local fire officials. We
also closely monitor weather con-
ditions, so that a prescribed burn
can be called off at the last possi-
ble minute, if necessary.”

Stay up to date on Michigan
wildfires with the DNR Wildland
Fire Application. Learn more
about wildfires and the DNR’s fire
management program – including
prescribed burns – at
Michigan.gov/FireManagement.

Measles cases increase to 39 in state

Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS)
officials say Michigan is seeing
the highest number of cases in the
state since the early 1990s.

MDHHS has confirmed five ad-
ditional measles cases, bringing
the state total to 39 for this year.
The newly confirmed cases were
all in Oakland County, bringing
the case count to 38 in Oakland
County and one in Wayne County.
Infected individuals range in age
from eight months to 63.

The total marks the highest num-
ber of measles in the state since
1991, when 65 cases were re-
ported. So far this year, there have
been 387 cases of measles con-
firmed in 15 states.

While all of the Michigan

measles cases have been reported
in southeast Michigan, local
health officials are working to ed-
ucate area residents on measles
symptoms and what they should
do if they suspect someone in their
family has been exposed.
Officials at Hills and Dales Gen-

eral Hospital in Cass City noted
that measles is spread by direct
person-to-person contact through
the air, which makes it one of the
most contagious diseases.
The most common symptoms are

fever of 100.4 or higher, a red rash
lasting three days or longer (typi-
cally is not itchy), cough, runny
nose and redness and swelling of
the eyeballs or eyelids.

Symptoms of measles usually
begin within seven to 14 days
after exposure, but can appear up

to 21 days after exposure.
“If you have been around some-

one with measles or you have
these symptoms, please call your
provider or the ER before you
come in to be seen,” hospital offi-
cials stated in a Facebook post.

“Arrangements will be made so
that you can safely see a provider
or enter the emergency room to be
seen. Calling ahead and handling
measles appropriately is essential
to keeping our other patients and
staff safe.”

The only way to protect yourself
from the measles is to get the
MMR vaccine if you have not al-
ready received it. You can ask
your healthcare provider about the
vaccine or contact the local health
department.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

“We the people”
still a priority?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Charles and Kathleen (Fisher)
Hartwick will celebrate their 50th
Anniversary April 11, 2014. They
were married at Fraser Presbyte-
rian Church on April 11, 1964.
They have two sons, Christopher
and Maylin Hartwick in Hong
Kong and Eric and Norma
Hartwick of Caro, four grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchil-
dren. Also four step grandchildren
and seven step great-grandchil-
dren. Attendants were Robert
Hartwick, Jack Hartwick, Jim
Smithson, Jeanne (Fisher) Sha-
gena, Norma Fischer and Lynn
(Taylor) Babich, ring bearer
Randy Hartwick and flower girl
Marlene (Fischer).
Don Starks, geography teacher at

Owen-Gage Schools, was recently
notified that eighth grade student
Aaron Fahrner has qualified as a
semifinalist in the 2014 Michigan
State Geographic Bee, sponsored
by Google and Plum Creek. This
is the second level of the National
Geographic Bee competition,
which is now in its 26th year. Ge-
ography bees were held in schools
with fourth-eighth grade students
throughout the state. Fahrner was
the winner of OwenGage’s Geog-
raphy Bee, which was held for
grades 6 through 8 in January. He
then took a qualifying test which
was submitted to the National Ge-
ographic Society. Fahrner placed
in the top 100 scores for Michi-
gan. 

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Cass City School officials last
week announced the top graduates
of the Cass City High School
Class of 2009. Sarah Reed has
been named the valedictorian,
while Travis Mabe earned saluta-
torian honors. Reed, the daughter
of Susan Hoppe and Charles
Reed, has achieved a grade point
average of 4.057. Recently hon-
ored as Cass City’s “Junior Citi-
zen of the Year” for 2009, she has
excelled in academics as well as
athletics during her high school
career. Mabe, the son of Trisha
and J.T. Mabe, has achieved a
grade point average of 4.043.
Mabe has twice been honored
with the Red Hawk Award of Ex-
cellence during his years in Cass
City. He also placed third in the
state for all-academic honors in
cross country.

The Cass City Arts Council and
Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary recently announced the
“People’s Choice” winners from
the Spring into Art Exhibit held
recently at the library. In the adult
category, the winner was Lilibeth
Ackerman, whose paper folding
art was the crowd favorite. In the
high school category, Brandon
Montgomery, a sophomore at
Cass City High School, was
deemed the winner for his ceramic
Snake Pot. In addition to certifi-
cates, each winner received $75 in
prize money.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Randy Peasley, son of Ray and
Donella Peasley of Deford, was
named to the first semester dean’s
list at Great Lakes Christian Col-
lege, Lansing, with a grade point
average of 3.60. He is a junior. 

Luis and Lila Arroyo and Carey
Chard were at the home of Linda,
Andrew and Adrianna Devine Sat-
urday and Sunday to celebrate the
3rd birthday of Adrianna.

Charles and Kelli Hendrick of
Decker are the parents of a daugh-
ter, Carley Rae. She was born
March 27 in Bad Axe. She
weighed 9 pounds, 2 ounces and
was 22 1/4 inches long. She was
welcomed home by her sisters,
Lindsey and Ashley. Grandparents
are Marv and Janice Winter of
Cass City and Earl and Doris Hen-
drick of Decker. Great-grandfa-
ther is Merl Winter of Cass City.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Champion in the first Tuscola
County Academic Games was the
Cass City High School English
team, members were Aimee
Brown, Libby Dickinson, captain

“Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien
power over us. The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a president
and senators and congressmen and government officials, but the voters
of this country.” —Franklin D. Roosevelt

It’s easy to feel lost and insignificant these days when it comes to feel-
ing like “we the people” aren’t exactly the priority we expect to be
among our elected representatives, especially at the national level.
Maybe that’s because securing a position of leadership in Washington,

D.C., comes with such a high price tag, and those able to afford it end
up owing more to the folks who invest in their campaigns then to the
people who put them in office.
And, let’s face it, talk has never been cheaper.
It doesn’t help that many leaders on both sides of the aisle in Wash-

ington couldn’t possibly relate to families that struggle with budgets
that force them to choose between keeping up on their car insurance
premiums or feeding their children.
I couldn’t say for sure, but my impression is that Michigan’s new gov-

ernor doesn’t have a clue, either – or worse – simply doesn’t care about
those same families. Why else would she propose a 45-cent tax increase
on gasoline that is bound to hurt many families in her state?

Sure, it’s important to follow through with campaign promises, but
“fixing the darn roads” isn’t going to mean much to those living in rural
areas that won’t see much of that money used to improve their road-
ways, or to the many lower-income residents whose budgets simply
can’t sustain that sort of hit, even while working full-time jobs.
My impression is based, in part, on Whitmer’s response to a letter sent

to her by state Senator Kevin Daley (R-Lum) and Rep. Phil Green (R-
Millington), inviting her to visit Tuscola County to discuss her admin-
istration’s decision to place a hold on construction of a new state
psychiatric hospital here to replace the Caro Center.
Whitmer, a Democrat whose decision in this matter comes after state

officials have already spent $3 million on a project that is vitally im-
portant to this region, responded to the letter by passing the buck.

“Your letter has been received and I have asked the lead agency, the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services to respond.
Should you need any further assistance, regarding this or anything else,
please do not hesitate to let me know,” Whitmer wrote Daley and Green.
Anything else? How about something in the first place, governor, like

meeting with local officials to see first-hand why Tuscola County is the
ideal location for the new hospital? Doesn’t this group of citizens de-
serve an hour of your time?
Daley and Green deserve credit for truly representing their constituents

on this issue. The same goes for the Tuscola County Board of Commis-
sioners, which immediately responded to the news about tabling the
construction by encouraging state officials to take a look at all of the
evidence that convinced the previous administration to give this project
the green light last year.
The county board along with a host of agencies, including the Tuscola

Economic Development Corporation, also launched a letter-writing
campaign, encouraging citizens to take an active role by sharing their
views with the state.

Bottom line? These local leaders have (and are) demonstrating their
promises to represent all of the people who elected them, not just the
segment of voters who supported them or who can otherwise benefit
their political futures.

That’s how government “…of the people, by the people, for the peo-
ple…” should work, shouldn’t it?

listed in January, 1941, was pro-
moted from First Lieutenant to
Captain on Mar. 24. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Carpenter.
He was stationed at Hickam Field,
near Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands,
at the time of the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. 

Lorene Muntz, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Homer Muntz, and
Emily Myslakowski, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Mys-
lakowski, have earned the highest
honors in the class of 59 seniors
who will be graduated from Cass
City high school on June 2. Miss
Muntz is valedictorian and Miss
Myslakowski is the salutatorian.
If Gerald Hicks, R. R. 1, Deford,

is as good a weather prophet as he
is an ice melting estimator, he will
be a good man to have around
when you plan a picnic date next
July. Gerald estimated that it
would take 58 hours, 19 minutes
and 13 seconds for a chunk of ice
enclosing a work shoe at the
Prieskorn store to melt and release
the shoe. The official time was 59
hours, 3 minutes and 12 seconds.
Gerald will wear a pair of work
shoes this spring as a gift from the
store.

Assistant Scoutmaster Edward
Baker demonstrated the proper
use of a knife and hatchet at the
Apr. 5 meeting of the Boy Scouts.
It was announced that Mr. Baker
would be the examiner for the
knife and hatchet requirements.
Mr. Baker brought along a knife
which he and his son, Jim, had
been making and showed the boys
different ways and processes to
make a knife.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)
During the past ten days many

soldiers sent from the three
Thumb counties have arrived at
New York from overseas. In the
list are: Cass City- Roy W. Vance,
Clarence Kolb, Vernon B.
MeConnell, Fred A Fadic, Arthur
Little, Harry J. Vickors, Fred G.
Fournier, Win. Hurley. Caro -
Ward J. Walker, Geo. Goodrich,
Wm. C. Dorman, Earl S. Scott,
Glow W. Lewis, Gustav Crall, El-
bern Parsons, August Withovsky.

The many friends of Lt. Wm.
Ward will be interested to learn
that since his departure from Cass
City a few weeks since, he has
successfully passed all the exami-
nations necessary for continuation
in the service of the country and
has in consequence re-enlisted in
the army, the government having
appointed him to Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas, where he will take
up his residence in the immediate
future. Lt. Ward is the merited
possessor of three medals of
honor bestowed upon him for
brave conduct at the front, one
from America, another from
France and the third from Bel-
gium, the last but recently re-
ceived with a personal letter to Lt.
Ward from King Albert of Bel-
gium.

The Misses Carola and Miriam
Fritz gave an afternoon tea party
last Thursday at their home on
Seeger St. in honor of several
young lady friends. 
Meredith Auten and Roy Crosby

took a trip to Saginaw last week
returning with Mr. Crosby’s
Studebaker car beautifully redec-
orated and in readiness for use
during the coming season.

A. C. Edgerton, who recently
graduated from the Detroit Col-
lege of Medicine, is now em-
ployed at the Herman Kiefer
Hospital at Detroit, which comes
under his internship experience
with Harper hospital He is get-
ting” great experience in conta-
gious diseases at the Kiefer
institution which handles many
cases of scarlet fever, diphtheria
and similar diseases.
Mrs. Jas. W. Heller gave a birth-

day party Friday evening in honor
of her mother, Mrs. Eunice Bilder-
beck, who had reached the 76th
milestone in life’s journey on that
day. Four generations were repre-
sented at the gathering, Mrs.
Bilderbeck being the oldest and
her great grandchild of 14 years
representing the fourth generation
in the Bilderbeck family. Mrs.
Bilderbeck returned Saturday to
her home in Vermontville.

Kevin Hobart, coach Dennis
Meck, Eddie Hewitt and Pam
Harris. Lu Anne Messing was the
alternate. Cass City defeated
Reese in the first round and
Kingston in the semi-finals before
meeting Mayville in the champi-
onship round, which had defeated
Millington and then Caro to make
it to the finals.

Don Patch and Laurie and three
children of Standish visited his
grandmother, Lena Patch, Satur-
day. They also visited Mr. and
Mrs. Dan Hennessey. Bill Hen-
nessey and two children were also
visitors of the Hennesseys.
Stanley Kirn and Jack Esau went

Tuesday of this week to visit Mrs.
Esther Kirn at Chelsea and also
visited Marian McLellan at Ann
Arbor 
Karen Prich, a Central Michigan

University freshman from Gage-
town, will be inducted this
Wednesday into the CMU chapter
of Phi Eta Sigma, a national
scholastic honor society. PES ac-
knowledges high scholastic
achievement during the freshman
year in college. All freshmen who
attain a minimum 3.5 grade point
average are eligible to join the
honor society. She is the daughter
of John and Helen Prich.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruno Zawilinski,

who had been at their winter home
in Arcadia, Fla. since December,
arrived home April 4. Their
daughter, Mrs. Frank Keller, and
children, Chris and Sarah, who
had spent two weeks in Arcadia,
returned home with them. 

Lori Gaeth, Owen-Gage High
School recipient of the Daughters
of the American Revolution Good
Citizen award, was among the 12
semi-finalists out of 500 from the
state that were honored at a lunch-
eon last Thursday at the Kellogg
Center in East Lansing. She and
her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Gaeth of Owendale,
were guests at the Michigan Soci-
ety of the DAR convention at
Michigan State University. Miss
Gaeth placed third. Lori was spon-
sored by the Ezra Parker Chapter.
Tracy Crawford was the top Cass

City Girl Scout salesman with 247
boxes sold, followed by Michele
Smith 245, and Julie Sugden, 224.
Tracy belongs to Troop 170;
Michele and Julie to Troop 221.
Twenty-eight girls in the two
troops sold a total of 3,690 boxes.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Donald H. Swalwell of Kingston
graduated Wednesday, April 2, as
one of 51 graduating State troop-
ers of the Michigan State Police.
He is assigned to the Ithaca State
Police Post. He and his wife and
their five children have been re-
siding on East Centerline Road,
Kingston. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Willard Thane of Deford,
Michigan. He graduated from
Kingston High School in 1960. 

Brewster Shaw Jr., son of Mr.
and Mrs. Bruce Shaw of Cass
City, was awarded a Master of
Science in engineering mechanics
by the University of Wisconsin at
the end of the University’s first se-
mester. Shaw has enlisted in the
Air Force and is presently at Lack-
land AFB near San Antonio,
Texas, where he is in officers’
training school. He will also re-
ceive flight training. Shaw, who
graduated with a 4-point average
is interested in entering the space
program. He is a 1963 graduate of
Cass City High School.
Thomas Lenhard, 19, son of Mr.

and Mrs. William Lenhard, left
Thursday for Fort Knox, Ky.,
where he reported for duty in the
armed services.
Army Specialist Fourth James E.

Willis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elton
Willis of 6470 Third St., Cass
City, was met at Tri-City Airport
on his return from Viet Nam. SP-
4 James Willis was a tank driver
and was stationed at the Chi Lai
Base. He received his discharge
from the service March 12.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Norman L. Carpenter, who en-
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MICHIGAN’S NEWEST troopers, including Cass City’s Kyle Ross, will soon

report to work at Michigan State Police (MSP) posts across the state after grad-

uating from the 135th Trooper Recruit School last week. In all, 101 recruits

were sworn in as state police troopers during the ceremony, boosting the MSP

to 1,285 troopers assigned statewide.

his high school career, but he did-
n’t know at the time just how de-
manding reaching that goal would
be.

The process of being accepted
into the academy involves several
steps, including an entry-level law
enforcement exam and supple-
mental paperwork, physical
agility test, interview and medical
and psychological exams.

If they’re accepted for admis-
sion, MSP trainees reside at the
MSP Training Academy from
Sunday through Friday each
week. Between wake-up at 5 a.m.
and lights-out at 10 p.m., they re-
ceive more than 1,200 hours of in-
struction in criminal law, patrol
techniques, defensive tactics,
ethics, cultural diversity and im-
plicit bias, first aid, report writing,
firearms, water safety, crime scene
processing and precision driving.

Near the end of the academy,
trainees must also pass a 200-
question law enforcement certifi-
cation exam in order to graduate
with their class.

Ross described the boot camp-
style training as incredibly chal-
lenging, both physically and
mentally.
“The days are just physically ex-

hausting,” he said. Ross explained
the exercises included defensive
tactics and hours of fatigue course
training during which recruits
learn the skills necessary to over-
come combatant individuals in
physical confrontations. He noted
the water safety training was “re-

Continued from page one.

New Trooper Kyle Ross earns every stitch

ally challenging as well.”
The goal is to be prepared to

react appropriately in any situa-
tion, from utilizing tactical breath-
ing to dealing with the unknown,
which describes much of what law
enforcement officers face on a
daily basis.

“It definitely changes your con-
fidence level,” Ross said. “You
learn you can do things you didn’t
think you could.”

Ross said MSP trainers repeated
a shared theme throughout the
training.

“Everything is earned,” he
added, “and they want us to earn
every stitch of that uniform, and
that’s what we did.”

Now, he’s looking to the future,
including his first assignment,
which will involve being paired
up with field training officers for
the first three or four months of
time on duty. Later, he’ll have the
option of requesting a transfer to
another post – maybe even one
closer to the Thumb.

“Yeah, I’d like to come back
home, but I’m also open to what’s
up there,” he said.

Not surprisingly, Ross’ family,
including his parents, Steve and
Andrea Ross, could not be more
proud.

Over the course of the academy
– during Kyle’s brief weekend
visits home — Steve Ross indi-
cated it was evident his son was
being tested by training that is de-
signed to do just that. But he said
he never doubted Kyle would
graduate.
“Not a bit. Just knowing his per-

sonality,” Steve said. “We’re out-
doors people, we’ve handled guns
for years. He’s in great shape –
he’s played every sport known to
man. He’s always been a confi-
dent person, but I saw an increase
in that confidence.”

Steve acknowledged the sort of
concerns any parent would have
when their son or daughter
chooses law enforcement as a ca-
reer, especially when it comes to
their safety. At the same time,
however, he said he’s confident in
Kyle and the extent to which the
state police have prepared him for
the challenges ahead.

“I guess I’m a man of faith, and
I know God has things in control,”
Steve said, adding there’s a vital
need for individuals willing and
able to take on law enforcement as
a career, and he couldn’t be hap-
pier that his son is one of them,
and for all of the right reasons.
“That’s all you can hope for as a

parent – is that your kid gets to
(pursue) their dream.”
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Police (MSP) troopers, Vassar police, Reese police, the Department of
Natural Resources and an MSP helicopter were all involved in the
chase.

“The suspect, a 37-year-old Millington man, abandoned his vehicle
near Obrien Road and Oak Road and ran into the woods. Sgt. (Josh)
Herman from the sheriff’s office, Reese police and Vassar police began
a foot pursuit,” Skrent reported. “The suspect was armed with a 9mm
handgun. (He) was taken into custody with no shots fired.”

Skrent said officers discovered roughly 700 rounds of ammunition in
the suspect’s vehicle along with a hatchet and a large knife.

“The incident remains under investigation to determine the suspect’s
motives.”

Continued from page one.

Police pursuit ends in arrest

posed hall. Campbell met with the
lowest bidder to “crunch the num-
bers,” which helped to reduce the
cost of a new hall by roughly
$112,500, bringing the price down
to about $282,808.
Revisions that helped reduce the

cost included going with a five-
inch well instead of a six-inch
well, no dumpster fence, and
changing the ceiling.

A drop ceiling, which would
have helped reduce noise and
echoing, costs about $8,500, while
using spray insulation instead of
batting would cost $1,700 more.

Clerk Pennie Rienas balked at
spending so much for a ceiling be-
cause it’s a lot of “money to cut
down noise.”

Following discussion, the board
approved hiring TDM Construc-
tion during a recent meeting to
build the new township hall using
spray foam insulation at a final
cost estimate of $284,509.
Plans call for construction of the

2,000-square-foot structure at the
corner of Cemetery and Delong
roads. The township has been
using the Cass City Gun Club
building at 2676 N. Englehart Rd.
for its meetings and other town-
ship business since August 2010,
after vacating the former hall in
Deford due to a variety of issues,
including a lack of indoor rest-

Continued from page one. room facilities.
Turning to roads, officials

pointed out that a bid approved to
pave one mile of road was not the
correct amount. In working with
the Tuscola County Road Com-
mission, the board determined that
the estimate of $84,990 was in-
deed incorrect, that adding 1.5
inches of asphalt would not hold
up, and going with two inches of
asphalt would add another
$30,000 to the cost.

The road commission suggested
going with a new technique of ap-
plying “scrub seal” to the current
asphalt would prolong the life of
the road.

After hearing that option, the
board approved applying the seal
coating to one mile of Severance
Road, between Cemetery Road
and Englehart Road, at a cost of
$110,055.
In other business, the board:
*Discussed a Michigan Town-

ship Association (MTA) form sent
to the township, asking officials to
pass a resolution agreeing to con-
duct a non-partisan ballot during
elections. The board voted the re-
quest down.

*Noted the township’s planning
commission will host a public
hearing 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May
7, on proposed wind, marijuana
and solar ordinances.
The next township board meeting

will be at 7:30 p.m. Monday, May
6.

Novesta Township officials

okay new hall construction
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News briefs

Area library offers amnesty
KINGSTON – Opperman Memorial Library, 5790 State St., Kingston,
is offering patrons amnesty on any overdue item fines they may be fac-
ing.

Library officials say fines on those borrowed materials are being for-
given this week through Saturday. Those planning to participate are
asked to alert library staff of overdue items when they return them.
More information is available by calling the library at (989) 683-2500.

Green to meet with citizens
THUMB — State Rep. Phil Green (R-Millington) is inviting residents
to attend his local office hours Friday, April 12.
“Holding regular office hours is a great way to ensure I am accountable

and responsive to the people in my community,” Green said. “I encour-
age anyone to attend, and I look forward to hearing your thoughts.”
Green, who represents the 84th District (Tuscola and Huron counties),

will be available to meet with constituents at the following times and
locations:
*10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Rawson Memorial District Library, 6495 Pine

St. in Cass City.
*12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at Harbor Beach Area District Library, 105 N.

Huron Ave. in Harbor Beach.
*2:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Emma’s Coffee House, 123 N. Van Dyke Rd.,

Bad Axe.
No appointments are necessary to attend office hours. Those unable

to meet during the scheduled times can contact Green by calling (517)
373-0476 or via email at RepPhilGreen@house.mi.gov.
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MEMBERS OF the Owen-

Gage chapter of the Na-

tional Honor Society,

including (top, from left)

Jade Androl, Cordell

Clarkson, Matthew Fritz

and Carlee Rievert, re-

cently staffed a free lunch-

eon for retired individuals

and senior citizens residing

in the school district or

who have a family member

who attends Owen-Gage

Schools.

State Rep. Phil Green (R-
Millington) learned about the mat-
ter when he was contacted by a
reporter for a statement on what
was found in the emails.

“That’s when I learned about
this… pretty interesting? I’m ap-
palled at the departments that they
would boldface lie to us. This
whole pausing on building the
Caro Center wreaks of politics
and that is exactly 100 percent
what it was,” said Green.
“According to those emails, they

never had any intentions of build-
ing the hospital in Caro.”

There was a groundbreaking in
mid-October for the hospital that
was attended by Michigan Depart-
ment of Technology Management
and Budget David DeVries, Rep.
Edward Canfield, Gov. Rick Sny-
der, Senator Mike Green, and
Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services Director
Nick Lyons. None of whom are
still in office.

After the ground-breaking, sev-
eral homes that had at one time
been used by hospital staff were
razed. The state has invested
about $3 million in the project so
far.
“It is not surprising that the deci-

sion regarding the Caro Center
would have already been made.
What is surprising to me is the
amount of dishonesty and conniv-
ing that went into making the an-
nouncement,” said Green, who
represents the 84th District, com-
prised of Tuscola and Huron
counties.

“I stated in a meeting with
DHHS and DTMB (Department
of Technology, Management and
Budget) that it sounded like their
mind was already made up and it
would not be confused with
facts.”
Green, who has been a state rep-

resentative since the first of the
year, indicated he’s upset about
the “political game playing.

Continued from page one.

Report: hospital fate already sealed?
could not agree on financing
about $2 million to expand a wa-
terline 1.9 miles to the hospital.
Commissioners noted that public

testimony was scheduled to be
heard April 8 regarding the
MDHHS appropriations budget,
and a MDHHS appropriation
meeting related to its 2019-20
budget was scheduled for today
(April 10).

In spite of the recent news re-
ports, former Thumb lawmaker
Dr. Edward Canfield pointed out
that the Legislature hasn’t yet
weighed in Gordon’s recommen-
dations.

“They (governor and MDHHS)
are bureaucrats, not legislators. It
is the legislators who decide on
where the buildings are going to
be, how much is going to be spent
on buildings — not department
heads,” Canfield said. “Depart-
ment heads can put forward their
plan, but it is the legislators who
determine where the money is
going to be appropriated. And, the
governor has to agree with that or
not.

“Gov. Snyder already agreed to
spend $115 on a building in Caro.
There was no provision to split
that money or for the hospital to
go elsewhere. In order to do any-
thing else, they (have) to go back
to the Legislature.

“They can’t just do it. The gov-
ernor has a right to halt construc-
tion — that is in her purview —
but in order to make buildings
happen, the legislators have to
sign on,” said Canfield, who noted
the lawmakers – from the indica-
tions he has seen — are behind the
current plan for Caro.
“(I) believe two years ago depart-

ment heads had already decided to
move the Caro Center. I had been
told by my appropriation’s chair it
was a done deal,” he recalled.
“What we did back then was edu-
cate the governor, the legislators
and others on the Caro Center and
why it should be kept where it is.
Everyone then agreed that keep-
ing the Caro Center in Caro made
the most sense for taxpayers, for
the county, workers and for the
community at large.

“All of the information gathered
before to make that decision will
be presented again, and my suspi-
cions is we have a very good
chance to prevail again.”

County officials are continuing
to urge residents to send letters of
support for keeping the state hos-
pital local to Gretchen Whitmer at
P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI
48909. Residents can also express
their opinions by calling (517)
373-3400 or (517) 335-7858.

Gordon can be reached via mail
at 333 S. Grand Ave, P.O. Box
30195 Lansing, MI 48909, or by
calling (517) 373-3740.

“That they had to connive and
come up with this elaborate plan
to ‘do another study’ in order to
come to the conclusion they have
already made is the epitome of
dishonesty and fiscally irresponsi-
ble,” he said. “I hope Governor
Whitmer will exhibit leadership
and get this department under
control.

“If leadership will lie to the
members of the legislature and the
residents of the state of Michigan,
they will also lie to her. This de-
partment (MDHHS) cannot be
trusted,” Green added.

As soon as county officials
learned construction on the hospi-
tal had been halted, they went to
work formulating a strategy to
make their case as to why the new
hospital should stay in the county.

The Caro Center is Tuscola
County’s second largest employer.

Whitmer’s response to the local
lawmakers’ invitation to visit Caro
to see how important keeping the
state hospital in the county is to
the community — and to those
who rely on the center for care and
employment — was brief and
non-committal.

“Your letter has been received
and I have asked the lead agency
Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services to respond.
Should you need any further assis-
tance, regarding this or anything
else, please do not hesitate to let
me know,” Whitmer responded in
a letter to Daley and Green.

It was Gordon who called for a
reassessment of the hospital loca-
tion based on concerns related to
staffing shortages, lack of new
staff recruitment, the Caro Center
not having an active permanent
psychiatrist on staff, and water ac-
cessibility.

County officials have responded
with reams of research and data
presented last year, when former
Gov. Rick Snyder’s administra-
tion signed off on the project and
approved the funding. Ground
was subsequently broken at the
site last fall, with crews demolish-
ing several buildings on the prop-
erty to make way for the new
hospital.

During a meeting in late March,
Tuscola County commissioners
approved hiring a lobbying firm,
Capital Services, for up to
$12,600 to help them plead their
case to the state.

And, that isn’t the only money
the county has spent trying to keep
the $115 million, 225,000 square-
foot hospital.

In October, the county board
hired Schellenbarger Engineering
and Surveying at a cost of $5,000
to evaluate rehabilitating the Caro
Center’s current water system
with upgrades when the city of
Caro and Indianfields Township
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Distracted?
Law enforcement cracking down

on drivers who text beind wheel

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Driving while texting could cost you plenty, and law enforcement
agencies across the state intend to focus on sharing that message with
motorists over the next few days.

Michigan saw a 57 percent increase in distracted driving crashes and
a 67 percent increase in fatalities from those crashes from 2016 to 2017,
according to the Michigan State Police (MSP) Criminal Justice Infor-
mation Center (CJIC). That’s why law enforcement agencies around
the state are participating in a nationwide distracted driving mobiliza-
tion period slated to kick off Thursday and continue through Monday,
in the middle of Distracted Driving Awareness Month.
“When you are behind the wheel, keep your phone out of reach,” said

Michael L. Prince, Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP) director.
“Studies show that texting while driving takes your attention off the
road more than any other activity.”
According to the state police CJIC statistics, there were 20,115 crashes

in Michigan during 2017 involving distracted driving, resulting in 72
fatalities. In 2016, there were 12,788 distracted driving crashes resulting
in 43 fatalities.
“This is a noteworthy increase in crashes and nearly 30 more fatalities.

We have to do everything possible to get those numbers trending in the
opposite direction,” said Prince.

To help encourage drivers to remain attentive to the task of driving,
the OHSP has distributed materials to every law enforcement agency
across the state.

Michigan drivers are prohibited from reading, manually typing, or
sending a text message while driving.  Driving is defined as: operating
a moving motor vehicle on a street or highway. Exceptions are in place
for reporting crashes, crimes or other emergencies.
Michigan law has prohibited texting while driving since 2010, with a

first offense carrying a $100 fine and subsequent offenses, a $200 fine.
Violations are considered primary offenses, meaning motorists can be
pulled over and ticketed for suspected texting.
Young drivers, meanwhile, are banned from any use of handheld wire-

less communication devices while driving in Michigan. Violations are
punishable by a combination of fines, suspended driving privileges, at-
torney’s fees, court costs and insurance rate increases.

Lawmakers are considering enacting even stricter rules.
In fact, legislation introduced in February would ban hand-held mobile

phone use among all motorists while driving, although adults could still
use the devices via hands-free technology.
The proposal would also prohibit drivers from reading or posting to a

social network while driving, watching video on a mobile device or
wearing headphones in both ears to listen to music, video or other
broadcasts.

If approved, the legislation would provide for penalties of $100, 16
hours of community service or both for a first offense for using a hand-
held mobile device while driving. A second offense could result in a
$250 fine and 24 hours of community services.

Motorists who cause an accident while using a cellphone would face
double fines and could lose their license for up to 90 days for multiple
offenses.
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HURON COUNTY Sheriff’s Department officers recently presented with life-saving

awards were (from left) deputies Jacob Dhyse, Gabriel Callender and Alex Jobes,

and the Sheriff’s Commendation Outstanding Service Award went to Sgt. James 

Continued from page one.

Sheriff honors deputies

HURON COUNTY Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson (far left) presented professional excellence

awards to deputies (front row, from left) Eric Hessling, Warren Kuhl, Charlie Stevens,

Danny Maxwell, Stephanie Voss, Kim Kociba-Webber, Katie Carter, Daryl Ford, Alex

Jobes, Bret Zagorski, Josh Loss, (back row) Nathan Leppek, Gabriel Callender,

Charles Bolzman, Todd Schember, Randy Smaglinski, Roy Williamson, James Hunt,

Ryan Swartz, Justin Tietz and Warren Kuhl.

drug Narcan. The incident occurred Oct. 12, 2018 and involved an un-
conscious female from Bad Axe who was on the verge of overdose
death, according to Hanson.

“It should be noted that the emergency administering of Narcan by
deputies significantly decreased from 2017,” he noted. “That year,
seven deputies received this award for the same (actions), with one of
them being involved in three separate incidents totaling nine Narcan
saves for that year.
Those were just a few of the exceptional good deeds that our deputies

preformed last year,” the sheriff continued.
“All deputies often find themselves involved in difficult situations,

which many times require spur-of-the-moment decisions, decisions that
can be the difference between life or death, or many that can turn out
unpopular because of enforcement action taken,” Hanson said. “Re-
gardless, it’s not all that uncommon for me to receive compliments from
people who have had interactions with our staff and agency. That in it-
self says a lot about the people who work at (the) sheriff’s office.
“Our main functions are to provide 24/7 police services to areas with-

out law enforcement coverage, and staffing our jail of 70 beds with
deputies 24/7 as well. Some of the other services it provides is civil
process, handgun registration, sex offender registry, law enforcement
training to other police agencies, marine safety patrol, search and res-
cue, along with underwater recovery,” he added.

“Our office also places emphasis on the enforcement of illegal drug
trafficking and the safety education of our county’s children. Rest as-
sured we’re trying to do our best.”
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Life savers in Huron County...

MICHIGAN wildlife, including this male Eastern

bluebird, can provide a welcome shot of color in an

otherwise drab landscape this time of year. The bird

and its mate were spotted taking a break from their

nest building activities.
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Gary Bader   989-553-0236

Buying or Selling?

Call for all your real 
estate needs
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SWEET SUCCESS
Bardwell carrying on family’s syrup legacy

ALTHOUGH THOM Bardwell’s family has been in

the maple syrup business for 70 years, this is the

first year of operating the business under the name

of MapleWorxz, with a new sugar house and equip-

ment.

DURING WARM spring days, maple sap drips into

collection buckets like the one pictured above with

Ellington Township’s Thom Bardwell, whose family

has been producing maple syrup for decades. In an

average year, each tap hole in a tree will produce

about 10 gallons of sap, enough to produce one

quart of maple syrup.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Spring’s cool nights and warm
days is the sweet season for maple
sap gathering throughout Michi-
gan’s Thumb area.

Although the Bardwell family
has been in the maple syrup busi-
ness in times past, this is the sec-
ond year Thomas (Thom)
Bardwell seriously focused on
maple syrup production under
the name MapleWorxz with
the assistance of two other
“kindred spirited” families.

“Although the name is
different, the business has
a tradition of being
handed down from one
generation to the next.
My family was making
syrup about two genera-
tions ago with my grandfa-
ther and father. They
purchased a new evaporator
in the fall of 1949,” said Bard-
well, of Ellington Township.

“With that humble beginning,
my family made maple syrup and
distributed it to the local stores to
sell with my grandfather’s name
on the label — Frank Bardwell —
and then Fred Bardwell on the
label for many years.
“There weren’t health codes like

there are today and people just
knew and trusted each other,” he
added. “As far as we know, no one
fell sick because of the family’s
maple syrup.”
The name is about the only thing

that has changed over the years.
Today, the Bardwells use the

same processes and standards in
making maple syrup that Thom’s
grandfather and father used, al-
though the equipment has been
upgraded.
“The hearth had been in produc-

tion until last year. It just didn’t
make sense to attempt to rebuild
it,” said Bardwell, who serves as
chairman of the Tuscola County
Board of Commissioners. “After
all, the wood hearth lasted 68

years and the original pans were
replaced in 1986, and then again
this year they were replaced.”
One change is the way maple sap

is cleaned.
“My family used to cleanse the

maple syrup with eggs, which was
a standard practice; however,
today we use filters that perform
the same function to remove im-
purities such as ‘sugar sand’ and
improve the clarity,” he noted.

Most of today’s syrup producers
use a reverse osmosis process to
remove water from the maple sap
prior to it entering the evaporator,
which cuts down the evaporating
time. The reason for using reverse
osmosis is that it takes out 40 per-
cent or more of the water out of
the sap, which is 96 to 98 percent
water to begin with, and creates a
higher sugar content in the sap, re-
sulting in less time required to
evaporate to make maple syrup.

However, the Bardwell family
hasn’t embraced that process. In-
stead, they’ve opted to continue
making syrup the same way as
when the business was started in
1949. And, they tap sap from the
same 20-acre maple forest that
Frank Bardwell started the busi-
ness with.

“We prefer to boil the sap
straight from the tree which has a
sugar content averaging 2.5 per-
cent without removing any water.
Although we could make the

maple syrup quicker, there have
been many discussions relating to
taste differences between the two
processes,” Bardwell noted.
“Since it is up to our customers,
we are sticking with our preferred
method, which is the old-fash-
ioned way, as our customers tell
us that our maple syrup is the best
they ever had.”

Depending on the weather,
maple sap gathering typically runs

for about five weeks. For a good
sap run, warm days and cool

nights are needed. In an av-
erage year, each tap hole in
a tree will produce
roughly 10 gallons of sap,
which will make about
one quart of maple syrup.
MapleWorxz has transi-

tioned from Bardwell’s
grandfather’s and father’s

syrup business on down to
Bardwell and his son,

Aaron Bardwell, who is the
fourth generation helping with

the family business.
Aaron recently earned his Doctor

of Chiropractic Degree and is in
the process of finishing a four-
year Doctorate of Naturopathy
(ND) Degree.
“Once I graduate, I plan on mov-

ing back to the family farm and
continue learning the family
maple syrup process with the in-
tent of carrying on the tradition,
just as my father continues to do,”
Aaron said.

Aside from maple syrup, the
Bardwell family also operates a
custom frame business at their res-
idence at 3540 North Hurds Cor-
ner Rd., Caro.


