
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Paul DeLong lost his life in a
tragic farming accident 20 years
ago, but family members and
friends have made sure his mem-
ory has remained very much alive
through a scholarship fund that
has benefited nearly 180 high
school graduates in the Thumb.
Live and silent auction items are

being accepted for a fundraiser
that will benefit the Paul DeLong
M e m o r i a l
Scholarship
Fund.

The
fundraiser
will be Sat-
urday, April
27, at the
S a n i l a c
C o u n t y
Fairgrounds
in San-
dusky.

Auction
item sugges-
tions include
gift certificates, homemade crafts,
home and garden items, seasonal
items, and farm and show items.
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VETERAN TUSCOLA County District Court Judge

Kim David Glaspie – only the second district court

judge to serve in Tuscola County – is gearing up for

retirement after 29 years on the bench. His tenure of-

ficially ends June 14, but collecting on vacation time

he has coming will enable him to step down May 13.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer will appoint a replacement

to complete the remainder of Glaspie’s current term,

which expires at the end of 2020.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kim Glaspie wasn’t aspiring to
serve as a judge during his years
as a successful attorney, but when
the opportunity came along, he
knew accepting an appointment to
the bench was the right choice.
That was back in 1990. Now, 29

years later, the Cass City native
and Tuscola County’s longest-
serving district court judge is em-
bracing another major change in
his life – retirement — for the
same reason.

“I’ve thought about it for a long
time, looked at the pros and cons
of staying or retiring. It just
seemed like the time to do it while
my health is still good,” said
Glaspie, 63, who has watched
some of his peers lose out on that
opportunity due to health issues.
“It just felt like it’s time to move

on to another chapter, to wake up
in the morning and do what I want
to do, not what I have to do.”  

Among the things Glaspie and
his wife of nearly 42 years, Jackie,
would like to do are travel and
spend more time with family, in-

cluding their children and grand-
children. Their son Zach, an in-
dustrial real estate appraiser, and
his wife, Liz, have two young
sons, Cameron and Quinton, and
reside in Brighton; daughter
Samantha, an attorney who shifted
her career interests to event plan-
ning, and her husband, Wil, also
an attorney, live in Ann Arbor; and
daughter Alyssa resides in Santa
Monica, Calif.

Glaspie, whose mom, Gerri
Glaspie, still resides in the Cass
City area, was among six candi-
dates vying for the county’s dis-
trict court position when
then-Gov. James Blanchard ap-
pointed him to the post in April
1990. He succeeded the Honor-
able Richard F. Kern, who had
been the sole district court judge
in Tuscola County, serving for 21
years before retiring prior to the
end of his last term.

A 1973 Cass City High School
graduate and a former Cass City
Junior Citizen of the Year recipi-
ent, Glaspie prepared for his ca-
reer in law by enrolling at the
University of Michigan, where he
earned his bachelor’s degree in

political science in 1977. He
earned his law degree in 1980
at the Thomas M. Cooley Law
School.

Prior to taking on the role of
judge, Glaspie served as a Tus-
cola County commissioner
representing the Cass City
area. He ran as a Democrat and
was first elected in 1986, then
reelected to another two-year
term in 1988.

After accepting the appoint-
ment to serve as a judge,
Glaspie closed his own private
law practice after 10 years,
knowing he was not only fac-
ing a new role in the legal sys-
tem, but also the challenge of
gaining voters’ confidence be-
fore the next election, just
eight months away. 

In the end, he emerged the
victor among four candidates
seeking election to the judge-
ship for a six-year term – in-
cluding attorneys Duane
Burgess, John Bishop and
David G. Myers – in the 1990
non-partisan primary vote.
And, three months later, he de-

DIANE RAPSON-Gabil (left) and Rose Putnam accepted the 2019 Tuscola

Stars group category award on behalf of the Friends of the Thumb Octagon

Barn during Thursday’s 17th annual Tuscola Stars breakfast at the Tuscola

Technology Center in Caro.

Shining stars
County honors volunteers who quietly make a difference

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Unionville man lost his life in
a drowning accident Friday after-
noon.

Lt. Jim Lang, assistant com-
mander of the Michigan State Po-
lice Tri-City Post, Freeland,
identified the victim as Kenneth
Woloszyn.

Lang reported troopers from the
MSP post in Caro were dispatched
to a residence on Cottage Drive in
Unionville to investigate the acci-
dent.

“Tuscola County Central Dis-
patch advised that they received a
transfer call from Huron County
Central Dispatch indicating a 63-
year-old male had been pulled
from the water and was unrespon-
sive, Lang said, noting Cottage
Drive is a private residential road
located on the eastern shore of the
Saginaw Bay in Tuscola County’s
Akron Township.
“Troopers responded to the scene

and were assisted by rescue per-
sonnel from both Akron-Colum-
bia-Wisner (ACW) Township and
McLaren Bay Region EMS ambu-
lance services.  The victim was
pronounced deceased on scene.
“During the investigation, troop-

ers learned the man was attempt-
ing to repair his boat dock and
remove weeds from the water.
The man’s wife went out to check
on him and discovered him float-
ing in the water,” Lang said.

“The wife was able to get help
from a nearby neighbor who at-
tempted to pull the victim from
the water but was hindered by
high winds and rough water con-
ditions. The victim was also wear-
ing rubber waders, which had
filled with water, making it diffi-
cult to get him out of the water. It
is estimated the man may have
been in the water for as long as ten
minutes.”
An autopsy was scheduled to de-

termine a cause of death, accord-
ing to Lang.

Troopers were assisted by
Unionville police and the Tuscola
County Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice.

Scholarship still
honoring teen’s
memory; auctions
set this weekend  

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A bond construction update
prompted Cass City Board of Ed-
ucation officials Monday night to
discuss scheduling additional
work in the district this summer,
thanks to some estimates coming
in under budget.

School Supt. Jeff Hartel noted
the 2018 capital improvements
budget was originally set at
$2,458,900, but the latest figures
estimate that total at $1,933,553,

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“This is the celebration of be-
longing, being part of something
beyond ourselves – family, friends,
our neighborhood, and the larger
community. Shared values and
faith bolster the feeling of belong-
ing and reinforce the solid rela-
tionships that define our lives.
Community makes us part of
something that was there before us
and will outlast us.” —Unknown

Tuscola County honored its own
last week, focusing the spotlight
on the spirit of volunteering – cit-
izens giving of their time and tal-
ents to benefit others and, in the
end, making Tuscola County a
better place to live and work for
everyone.
The 17th annual Celebrating Tus-

cola’s Stars awards breakfast drew
an attendance of roughly 125 peo-

ple Thursday morning at the Tus-
cola Technology Center in Caro,
where a host of individuals,
groups and agencies were recog-
nized for their contributions to
residents throughout the county.

This year’s winners in four dif-
ferent categories are:
*Individual category – Gene Su-

uppi, a retired state of Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) inspector, was
honored as this year’s outstanding
individual “star” for his volunteer
work focused on improving the
Cass River.
“The Cass River is a gem in Tus-

cola County and provides our res-
idents and visitors with a great
place for rest, relaxation and
recreation. This volunteer has
dedicated many years to ensuring
its future,” Gene Pierce, Tuscola
Stars Planning Team co-chairman,
said of Suuppi.

“Rallying many volunteers to

help clean up the waterway and
improve the water quality is (his)
goal,” Pierce added. “To expand
the use of the river, this ‘star’
works with property owners to se-
cure more access points along the
river.”

Suuppi’s efforts include playing
a key role in organizing annual
clean-up days along sections of
the river, including a project last
summer south of Cass City, where
volunteers collected and disposed
of dozens of old tires littering the
waterway.

Also nominated in the category
were Suzette Bennett, Bernadette
Cain, Cheryl Deike, Karen Good-
child, Carl Holmes, Ron Johnson,
Marianne Karpovich, Kelly Kish,
Mandy Knox, Chris LaBerge,
Sarah Piazza, Todd Squires, Sarah
Tyson and Val Humes.

*Group category – The Friends
of the Thumb Octagon Barn took
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Cass City Schools announce
March students of the month

Kindergarten 

Student of the Month is

Jamison Palmer

Nominated by:
Mrs. Maurer

Characteristics he 
displays:

Jamison is a very nice
boy. He works hard and
gives his best every day.
He is a great friend and

treats children and adults
with respect! He is an

awesome 
Kindergartener!

Some of his favorite things:
Playing Xbox & board
games with his family,

going to his friend’s
house.

1st Grade 

Student of the Month is

Courtney Kempisty

Nominated by:
Mrs. Bechler

Characteristics she 
displays:

Courtney is an absolute
pleasure to have in class.

She is always kind, 
respectful, and works

hard in every aspect of
school. She is a great

friend and is always will-
ing to lend a helping

hand to others.

Some of her favorite things:
Ice cream, playing with
her dog, Toby & playing

with her siblings

2nd Grade

Student of the Month is

Kaelyn Spangler

Nominated by:
Mrs. Dorland

Characteristics she 
displays:

Kaelyn is a great helper.
She sees things that need
to be done and jumps in
to assist others. She tries
her best, is kind, respect-

ful, and will ask ques-
tions if she doesn’t

understand.

Some of her favorite things:
Catching bugs, math,
playing with Daniel at

recess

3rd Grade

Student of the Month is

Tyler Pergande

Nominated by:
Mrs. Milligan

Characteristics he 
displays:

Tyler consistently works
hard. He is a good friend
to his peers. Tyler always

tries his best and looks
for the good in others.

Some of his favorite things:
Soccer,
football,
friends,

spaghetti

4th Grade

Student of the Month is

Jannah Sheikh

Nominated by:
The 4th Grade Teachers

Characteristics she 
displays:

Jannah is a sweet young
lady who goes above and
beyond to make sure her
work is detailed and cor-
rect. She is a very kind
girl and gets along well
with her peers. Jannah is
responsible and is always
will-ing to lend a helping

hand.

Some of her favorite things:
Swimming, camping, tag,
playing with my cats &

dogs, X-box, hanging out
with friends

5th Grade

Student of the Month is

Michael 

VanWonterghem

Nominated by:
The 5th Grade Teachers

Characteristics he 
displays:

Michael regularly dis-
plays the characteristics

of SOAR. In addition, he
is polite, a hard worker,
cooperative and always
pleasant. Michael also
has a very positive atti-

tude.

Some of his favorite things:
Playing with his rabbit,

reading,
drinking hot cocoa

6th Grade

Student of the Month is

Mason Brown

Nominated by:
The 6th Grade Teachers

Characteristics he 
displays:

Mason is very conscien-
tious with his home-

work and enjoys doing
well on tests. His goal is
to do a job and to do it
well. He plans on be-
coming a civil or me-

chanical engineer. Mason
has an unending supply

of questions!

Some of his favorite things:
Wrestling, classic rock,
especially Queen, steak
& macaroni & cheese,

reading, beating his Dad
at ping pong

“Rebecca is an amazing student both at Cass City
Jr./Sr. High School and at the Tech Center where she
is also employed through their co-op program. She
has great attendance and one of the best attitudes I
have experienced in my teaching career. She works
hard and has had her eye on the prize so to speak…
her future. As well as academic games she is involved
in Student Council, NHS, and other activities as per-
tains to the tech programs. As she is approaching
graduation it has been my pleasure to talk with her
about her future. She is going to MSU to study Foren-
sic Accounting. Rebecca also is looking forward to
college and the new stage of her life. 
I am so proud to have watched this young woman
grow and look forward to her future which I know
she will face with her sense of humor, big smile, and
sense of direction.” ~ Mrs. Sean Zawilinski 

Some of her favorite things:
Favorite subject: Math.
Hobbies: Watching Netflix, reading, and playing
video games. 
Weekend Fun: Hanging with my friends and going to
the movies. Favorite Movie: Wonder Woman.
Favorite Snack:  Cheese Sticks.

12th Grade Student of the Month is

Rebecca Morrish

Follow your favorite 
Red Hawks in the

Cass City Chronicle
Subscriptions 

as low as 

$25.10/yr

Call 872-2010

Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Puppy love forever

Dogs Go To Heaven.” How could they not? They
love unconditionally. And, dog is God spelled back-
wards.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

This April has been kind of a difficult month for me.
My last dog, Sergeant, was born April 5, 2005, and
passed away in mid-April 2016.
To some, he was just a dog. To me, he was my best

friend and faithful companion who truly loved me.
Even though it has been two years since my fur baby

passed, I miss him. For some reason, this year I really
miss him and have done a lot of whining on Face-
book about the loss of my dog as well as posting a
lot of dog pictures and sayings about dogs. I have al-
ways had a dog since I was a child. I miss the love
and companionship of a buddy with a cold, wet nose.
A wonderful man from Cass City, who I am aquat-

inted with, offered me one of the lab puppies his son
has. It was a wonderful, extraordinarily generous
offer that I would desperately love to take him up on.
But I have a difficult time just being able to take care
of myself. I have to use a wheel walker to get around,
and because I have a breathing disorder (COPD), I
have a hard time trying to walk and breath.

Because of those issues, I sadly had to turn down
his generous offer.
Back in 2005, I was thinking about getting a dog to

train as a kind of therapy dog that I could take to sen-
ior homes and schools, but mostly I just wanted a dog
to help me cope with my son being “stop lost.” He
only had a few months to go to when his time serving
in the U.S. Army would be up, but the powers that
be decided Uncle Sam needed him more, so he had
to do another tour of duty.

He was only a few months into his second tour in
Iraq when he was killed a few days before he was
scheduled to come home on leave. He had planned
to propose to his girlfriend at that time and to meet
the man I was dating who had asked me to marry
him.

It was a devastating blow — a gut punch like no
other to the soul. Because he died overseas, it took
about two weeks from the time I was told of his death
to the funeral.
I went ahead with my plans to get a puppy for some-

thing to hug and love and to help me through it. The
family I got Sergeant from had 12 puppies they had
rounded up for me to pick from. Being puppies, they
were too busy running and playing, so gathering
them together for me to make a selection wasn’t hap-
pening.
I remember saying, “Okay, which one of you wants

to come home with me.” A little black ball of fur
stopped playing, sat at my feet and looked up at me.
He was the one. I named him Sergeant after my son’s
rank in the Army.

No matter how sad you are, when watching a
puppy’s antics you just have to laugh or at least smile.
He helped me through that difficult time.
Two years later when I was battling cancer and was

going through chemotherapy, Sergeant was stead-
fastly by my side night and day. His love and devo-
tion was a comfort.
Dogs don’t care if you gain weight. They don’t care

if your hair turns gray, and they don’t care when you
slow down and have to use a cane or a walker. They
just love no matter what. They give unconditional
love.

Sergeant has been gone two years and I still miss
him and think of him often. His antics over the years
provided plenty of fodder for some columns.
A dog is the only entity that will love uncondition-

ally. I have only found that in a few people.
Several years ago there was a movie called “All
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Editor,

After a recent doctor’s visit, she ordered a blood
test. Of course, Hills and Dales was where I went.
Since I am using a cane, I parked in the handicap
parking and walked into the hospital.

The lobby is very welcoming, lots of space, new
chairs. It is awesome and money well spent.
I went to the registration desk and Rita helped me.

Ready to go, I asked Rita if the lab was a long walk.

Parents have role in
cyberbullying today

Michigan has a new, tough law providing stiff penal-
ties for cyberbullying, but health experts say parents
can help to curb problems before they become serious
by keeping a close eye on their kids and their technol-
ogy devices.

The new rules went into effect March 27. It was a
long-overdue response to a serious problem. A 2017
study conducted by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, for example, revealed that nearly 15
percent of high school students were electronically bul-
lied in the 12 months prior to the survey. 
Michigan’s new law defines cyberbullying as posting

a message or statement in a public media forum about
any other person if both the message or statement is
intended to place a person in fear of bodily harm or
death and expresses an intent to commit violence
against the person, and the message or statement is
posted with the intent to communicate a threat or with
knowledge that it will be viewed as a threat.
In a nutshell, “public media forum” is defined as the

Internet or any other medium designed or intended to
be used to convey information to other individuals, re-
gardless of whether a membership or password is re-
quired to view the information.
Individuals found guilty of cyberbullying another per-

son can be found guilty of the misdemeanor punishable
by up to 93 days in jail and/or a maximum fine of $500,
and if they have a prior offense could face up to a year
in jail and/or a $1,000 fine.
And the law goes further – violations that display “a

continued pattern of harassing or intimidating behav-
ior” that causes serious injury to the victim could face
a felony that carries a maximum five-year sentence
and/or a $5,000 fine. And a person convicted of con-
tinued online harassment leading to a death can be
sentenced to a maximum of 10 years in prison and/or
a $10,000 fine.
Cyberbullying is bullying that takes place over digital

devices such as cell phones, computers and tablets via
social media websites (Facebook, Twitter, etc.), text
messages, instant messaging and email.

According to the website www.stopbullying.gov,
youths who are being cyberbullied may exhibit a vari-
ety of behaviors, including avoiding social activities
and social situations, anxiety over attending school,
dropping grades or other changes in school perform-
ance, changes in mood that are different from normal
teenage behaviors, obsessive checking of texts or social
media sites, and withdrawing from family and friends.
Experts encourage parents to engage their kids in dis-

cussion about responsible behavior and practicing on-
line safety, speak frankly about the dangers of online
behavior and online bullying, urge youth to block or
delete disrespectful friends from social media, set limits
on daily computer and cellphone usage, and be aware
of their online activities.
It’s equally important to document incidents of cyber-

bullying (keep a record of what is happening and
where). Most social media platforms and schools have
clear policies and reporting processes. If a classmate
is cyberbullying, report it to the school. If a child is re-
ceiving physical threats, call the police.
We applaud lawmakers’ action on a very real problem,

and we hope parents will do their part to ensure future
generations of youngsters can go online without fear
of being harassed or attacked.

We asked Daryl Iwankovitsch, Knights of Colum-
bus Council 8892 Michigan Drive program chair-
man, for information on the local organization’s
recent Tootsie Roll fundraiser held near the down-
town stoplights.
“Our Tootsie Roll drive is for mentally handicapped

citizens.  More simply, we use the money to help
handicapped people.  This year, after expenses for
the tootsie rolls were paid, we have $2,655.88 to do-
nate,” he said, adding, “The State Council gets (20%)
$531.18 for State donations to the handicapped,
while locally we are donating to Cass City Schools
Special Ed $445.00, to Owen-Gage Schools Special
Ed $150.00, to Highland Pines Special Ed $100.00,
to Sacred Heart SPRED program $350.00 (this is a
religious group for handicapped citizens in this
area),  and to the Tuscola County Special
Olympics $1,079.70.”

Thanks to our community’s generosity, we are do-
nating more this year than we have in the past 10
years.  We had 59 members work the drive this year,
reported Iwankovitsch.

**********

With National Small Business Week approaching –
May 5-11 - and over 50% of the U.S. population
working for a small business, the personal-finance
website WalletHub recently released its report on
2019’s Best Small Cities to Start a Business. 
To determine the most business-friendly small mar-

kets in the U.S., WalletHub compared more than
1,200 cities with fewer than 100,000 residents across
18 key metrics. The data set ranges from small busi-
ness growth rates and accessibility of financing to in-
vestor access and labor costs.
Their number one small city to start a small business

is Holland, Michigan.

**********   

The Thumb Area Michigan Education Association-
Retired group will meet April 30th at the Charmont
Restaurant in Cass City. There is a social hour begin-
ning at noon, when members may purchase their
lunch. At 1:00 PM guest speaker Rose Putnam will
explain the huge quilt pieces painted on numerous
barns around the Thumb.

Membership is open to all Michigan retired public
school employees. For more information, call 989-
479-6988.

**********     

Over the weekend, I watched a pair of documen-
taries on the TV.
First, was Free Solo. It’s a story about rock climber

Alex Honnold’s ascent of El Capitan’s famed 3,000
foot rock face in Yosemite National Park – without
ropes.

I liked that story so much that I watched another
documentary titled Meru. It’s a story of three rock
climbers that scale Mount Meru in Northern India
that sits 21,000 feet above sea level.The layout of the
mountain’s perversely stacked obstacles makes it
both a nightmare and an irresistible calling for some
of the world’s toughest climbers. Hauling over 200
pounds of gear up 4,000-feet of technical, snowy,
mixed ice and rock climbing is actually the simple
part of this endeavor. After crossing that gauntlet you
reach the Shark’s Fin itself: 1,500 feet of smooth,
nearly featureless granite. There are few pre-existing
fissures, cracks or footwalls. It is simply a straight
sheet of overhanging rock.
Both shows were amazing, I just wish I had watched

them on the big screen at the Cass Theatre with sur-
round sound. 

**********     

Cass City High School and Central Michigan Uni-
versity grad Rod Hutchinson returned home for a
short visit the other week.

While in the Thumb, he visited the Bob Seger
themed bar in Unionville – Cat Man Do.

His take: somewhat of a dive, but the food was
amazing. Sounds like a place I should try. 

Hospital employees go
above, beyond the call 

Please tun to page 12.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Michael C. Farrar, 32, Lapeer,
was sentenced to 90 days in the
county jail following his plea of
guilty to assault, resisting or ob-
structing a police officer Nov. 4 in
Dayton Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony convic-
tions).
The jail was deferred, according

to court records, which state the
defendant was placed on proba-
tion for 18 months and ordered to
pay court costs and fines totaling
$1,008.

*Reco J. Stinson II, 20, Canton,
pleaded guilty a charge of failure
to return rented property valued at
$20,000 or more July 2 in Cass
City. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

Court records state the offense
involved a 2007 Caterpiller 300
and a 2003 Contrail Trailer rented
from All Season Sales and Rent-
All.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Christopher C. Bilicki, 23, Vas-

sar, pleaded guilty to charges of
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and impaired driving Dec.
28 in Indianfields Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Stacey L. Fields, 31, Akron,
pleaded no contest to two counts
of attempted writing of a no-ac-
count check between Sept. 1,
2013, and Aug. 31, 2014, in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Monica Childress, 43, Milling-
ton, pleaded no contest to two
counts of welfare fraud involving
more than $500 – failure to pro-
vide information to department of
health and human services offi-
cials with information related to
income, and one count of welfare
fraud involving more than $500
between Oct. 8, 2015, and Sept.
20, 2017, in Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Kevin S. Pate, 17, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to two counts of
criminal sexual conduct, third de-
gree, involving a victim at least 13
years of age but under 16 years,

and the use of force or coercion
Dec. 26 in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, Pate’s $100,000 bond
was revoked and he was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
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HILLS AND Dales General Hospital was recently recognized by Covenant

Healthcare officials for the Cass City hospital’s role in the care/transport of a

cardiac patient in near-record time. Hills and Dales staff members on duty at

the time were (pictured above) Laurie Rayl, R.N., Rebecca Sweeney, R.N.,

Emily Gilliam, ER Tech, and Dr. David Komosara, ER physician.

Hills and Dales team honored
in treatment of cardiac patient
Officials at Hills and Dales Gen-

eral Hospital in Cass City last
week announced they have earned
recognition from Covenant
Healthcare for their outstanding
“door-to-door-to-balloon time” in
the recent treatment of a cardiac
patient.

“In just 99 minutes, the teams at
Hills and Dales, Lifenet (medical
transport helicopter) and
Covenant Healthcare had a patient
stabilized, transferred and into
Covenant’s cardiac cath lab with
the occluded (blocked) vessel
open,” explained Danielle Blaine,
director of marketing for Hills and

Dales. “’Door-to-door-to-balloon
time’ means from our door to
Covenant’s door, into the cath lab,
and the blocked vessel is open
using a ‘balloon’.

“This is the second-fastest time
recorded for a patient transfer
from the surrounding area hospi-
tals,” she added, noting, “The na-
tional benchmark is 120 minutes.”

“Working in conjunction with
entities such as Lifenet and MMR
(Mobile Medical Response) al-
lows Hills and Dales to get their
patients transferred quickly, thus
saving heart muscle and saving
lives,” said Jean Anthony, Hills

and Dales’ president and CEO.
“Meeting and surpassing these na-
tional benchmarks takes extensive
training, dedicated staff and team-
work by everyone. Hills and Dales
is very proud of their ER staff and
their partners.

“Our ER staff continues to take
training so that we can achieve
such benchmarks,” Anthony
added. “This award is another ex-
ample of the care we are able to
provide, especially for those in a
life-threatening situation.

“Working closely with our part-
ners allows us to save lives. And
that is what it’s all about.”

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

As requested by Tuscola County Commissioners, county Controller
Mike Hoagland recently prepared and presented a financial overview
focused on local units of government as well as the county.
Commissioners requested the information in order to assess the overall

financial position and potential for providing increased services.
“There are many factors that have to be used to conduct a more in-

depth assessment. However, one important factor is the amount of unas-
signed general fund (GF) fund balance,” Hoagland explained, noting
the information was obtained from annual audits available on the Michi-
gan Department of Treasury website for the years 2017 and 2018.
From what he gleaned from those reports, Hoagland estimated the total

unassigned general fund balance (revenue not earmarked for a specific
purpose) for the county and all of its local units of government at
$16,312,511.

The county’s unassigned fund balance stands at roughly 12 percent,
according to Hoagland.

His analysis shows that the city of Caro had the largest percentage of
fund balance (compared to general fund spending) at 134 percent, and
the village of Mayville had the smallest fund balance at seven percent.
The report also revealed many townships had significant fund balances,
with an overall average of 133 percent.
Gilford Township had a 476-percent fund balance, which means they

could operate almost five years without any revenue. In contrast, Vassar
Township had the lowest fund balance at 36 percent.

Hoagland presented the following audited general fund unassigned
fund balance amounts and fund balance percentages compared to ex-
penditures for area villages:

*The village of Kingston with $105,872 (52 percent).
*The village of Gagetown with $47,418 (25 percent).
*The village of Cass City with $227,884 (17 percent).
The following information outlines audited general fund unassigned

fund balance amounts and the fund balance percent of expenditures for
some area townships:

*Elkland with $481,888 (247 percent)
*Elmwood with $279,217 (261 percent).
*Kingston with $432,701 (246 percent).
*Ellington with $411,093 (237 percent).
*Novesta with $437,460 (170 percent).
*Koylton with $279,886 (113 percent).

Report: fund balance
amounts vary among
local government units
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Memories of grandpa
are still alive, well

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Tuscola County Sheriff Lee
Teschendorf recently presented
his department’s 2013 Officer of
the Year Award to 20-year depart-
ment veteran Deanna Marshall.
A pair of Cass City Junior-Senior

High School seniors recently put
their information technology skills
to the test against their peers from
across the state and earned the
right to compete nationally. Sen-
iors Alex Tabar and JeanLuc
Mathewson, both students from
the Computer Technology Man-
agement class at the Tuscola Tech-
nology Center, Caro, qualified
during the Business Professionals
of America (BPA) State Leader-
ship Conference, held March 20-
23 at the Amway Grand in Grand
Rapids.

Owen-Gage School officials re-
cently announced the top gradu-
ates of the Class of 2014. They are
Alena J. Lotter, valedictorian and
the daughter of Alan and Emily
Lotter, and Amaris D. Janos, salu-
tatorian and the daughter of Stacy
Janos and Kenneth O’Brien. 
Ben and Allison Zimba announce

the birth of their son Brock Jesse
Zimba, born March 18, 2014. He
weighed 9 pounds, 3 ounces and
was 21.5 inches long. Brock was
welcomed home by his grandpar-
ents, Ken and Louise Walkiewicz
and Jesse and Sally Zimba.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

The 2009 Tuscola Stars winners
honored Thursday are Margie
Sylvester and Sadie Doerr, repre-
senting the Second Chance Shop -
Thumb Area Big Brothers-Big
Sisters (Group Award); Sloane
Stimpfel of Cass City (Above and
Beyond Award); Bob Hirn of Cass
City (Individual Award); and
Katie Jackson, Cass City, who ac-
cepted the Business Award on be-
half of winners Pat and Dan Curtis
of Curtis Chrysler, Dodge, Ply-
mouth and Jeep.  

Jim Anderson and the late Rose
Anderson of Cass City announce
the engagement of their daughter,
Cynthia Rose Anderson, to Kurt
Adam Romstad, son of Bruce and
Ronna Romstad of Bowling
Green, Ohio. A June 13, 2009
wedding is being planned.
Army National Guard Pvt. Kevin

A. Bucholtz has graduated from
basic combat training at Fort Sill,
Lawton, Okla. During his 9 weeks
of training, Bucholtz studied the
Army mission and received in-
struction and training in drill and
ceremonies, Army history, core
values and traditions, military
courtesy, military justice, physical
fitness, first aid, rifle marksman-
ship, weapons use, map reading
and land navigation, foot marches,
armed and unarmed combat, and
field maneuvers and tactics. Bu-
choltz is the son of Ellen Johnson
of Owendale. He is a 2008 gradu-
ate of Owendale-Gagetown High
School.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Jane Reif, a teacher at Cass City
High School, was recently hon-
ored by Northwood University as
a “Distinguished Teacher.” She
was selected for the recognition
by a former student, Melanie S.
Churchill of Cass City. Churchill
was among honor students at
Northwood who were asked to
nominate the educator who pro-
vided the most helpful influence
in molding their academic excel-
lence.

Denise Marie Van Erp and Paul
H. Drake, both of Novi, were
united in marriage March 19. The
bride is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Van Erp of Bad Axe,
and the groom is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Keith Drake of Vero
Beach, Fla.

Jeremy Capps a junior in a law
course at the University of Ne-
braska was one of 2,000 students
to be recognized in the annual All-
University Honors Convocation
April 15. He received high honors.
He is the son of Rita Lovejoy and

Author’s note: I re-print this column each year at this time in honor of
the memory of my grandfather, Ray Miller, who along with my grand-
mother, Lorena Miller, had a profound impact on my life, both as a child
and as an adult.    

Remember when your GPS and fish finder were rolled into one trusty
unit called grandpa?
I do.
I saw that question in a Facebook meme and immediately thought of

my own grandfather. He’s been gone for decades now, but he’s always
on my mind this time of year, when the last Saturday in April marks
Michigan’s traditional trout season opener.
Ray Miller wasn’t a tall man, but he was a towering figure to me when

I was a youngster. A Kentucky native who spoke plainly and rarely
minced words, he had a certain presence that drew my attention.  And
respect.
He wasn’t the sort of grandpa you ran up to and hugged, but I knew I

was special to him. I know that because he always made time for me.
He was never too busy to stop whatever he was doing — and he was
always fiddling around with one project or another — and listen to what
I had to tell him.
He cared enough to demonstrate, in so many ways, how to treat others,

and he didn’t hesitate to let me know, in no uncertain terms, when I was
in danger of crossing the line.
And, he taught me how to lure a native brook trout out from under a

submerged stump in a handful of Michigan’s crystal clear trout streams
— no simple task considering that sort of fishing takes patience, skill
and stealth. And at the tender age of seven or eight, when he started tak-
ing me on those outings, I had none of those attributes.
Talk about a young, enthusiastic bull in a china shop. I did, however,

excel when it came to ripping holes in waders, a talent grandpa didn’t
appreciate but understood. Looking back, I must have been an almighty
trial at times as a fishing partner those first couple of years.
It’s been years since my grandfather and I tramped any of the northern

Michigan streams he shared with me during the years I was growing
up.

He always greeted me the
same way each time I was able
to escape Grand Rapids’ north-
east side for a fishing trip,
which was as often as I could
manage. “Hello, fishin’ part-
ner! Ready to catch your limit
tomorrow?”
Our opening day ritual would

begin Friday night, when we’d
go outside, flashlights and
soup cans in hands, in search
of night crawlers. The thought
of paying 50 cents a dozen for
crawlers irked my grandpa,
who year after year used the
same old eight-foot steel fly
rod and closed face reel.
Saturday would begin at 5 a.m.

with a trip up to White Cloud.
Once at the stream, we’d part –

he’d go upstream, while I would head downstream. “Remember to fish
that big log,” he’d remind me.
His earlier instruction always came back to me as I prepared to tempt

a native brookie out from under that big log. “Edge up to the stream
slowly. Just drop your bait in and work it down. Drift it along the sand
until it slides into the hole,” he’d say.

I looked forward to weekends with my grandparents. It was grandpa
who coached me before letting me cut grass for the first time with his
self-propelled mower, which a few moments later attempted to climb a
tree with me hanging on to the contraption for dear life.
He knew I’d figure it out, just as he knew that, in time, I’d be filling a

creel with fresh trout as quickly as he could.
But fishing wasn’t his most important legacy. Grandpa taught me,

without having to put it into words, to be a man. As a husband, he
demonstrated time and time again that women are to be treated with re-
spect. He instilled in me a work ethic that has served me well as an
adult, and he taught me that time is the most precious gift of all.

These days I’ll be the first to admit my memory isn’t what it used to
be, but I can still see him standing streamside on one of those misty
northern Michigan mornings, quietly calling my name and motioning
for me to fish a section of stream that looked promising.
Anytime I return to those same old streams, I relive past opening morn-

ings. I can’t help but feel my grandfather’s presence when I step from
my car into a forest alive with chattering birds and squirrels, the rhyth-
mic drumming of a ruffed grouse and the soft gurgling of a nearby
brook.
In a way, I suppose he’ll never really be gone, because I won’t forget

him or the lessons I learned at his side. 
I can think of no finer tribute to the man.

and a check for $250.00. Mr.
Profit is the manager of the Cass
City Division of Klein Fertilizers,
Inc., whose main plant is at
Fowlerville, Mich.

Sharada Hurd of Gagetown will
be a member of Ferris State Col-
lege’s 101-piece Concert Band
that will tour five Michigan high
schools April 29-30. Others from
Tuscola County to participate will
be Ruth Whaley, Caro, and Jackie
Ainsworth, Unionville.

Mr. and Mrs. Vern Watson and
daughter Charlotte had as guests
for dinner Sunday, Charles Wat-
son of Seattle, Wash., Mr. and
Mrs. Norbert Narin and daughter
Kathy of Warren, Bill Watson of
Detroit and Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Watson and children of Ubly.

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Root ac-
companied Mr. and Mrs. Ray-
mond Root of Caro to the
Hanes-Preston wedding at the
People’s Church, Bay City, Satur-
day and the reception at the Swe-
den House, attended by 475
persons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Hicks of
Deford announce the engagement
of their daughter Eileen to James
Hurrell, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. J.
Hurrell of Naperville, Illinois.
Both are seniors at Michigan State
University and Eileen is a member
of Gamma Phi Beta sorority.

Mrs. Marge Peterson and chil-
dren spent the week end in Detroit
with her family, Mr. and Mrs.
Stanley Johnson, Mrs. David
Korte, Mr. Gus Rissman and
Tommy. It was Tommy’s 20th
birthday. She brought her son
Tommy home to visit.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

S-Sgt. Ernest Behr of the Army
Air corps, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Herman Behr, of Cass City, has
returned to his station, at Hamil-
ton Field at San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. When he reached
Michigan on his furlough his first
stop was at the home of his sister,
Mrs. Ora Hartel, in Port Huron, on
Apr. 6, where a chicken supper
was served in his honor. Before
entering the army in March, 1942,
he worked at the Chrysler Corpo-
ration’s plant in Marysville, Mich.

Mrs. Grant Patterson was
awarded a war service pin by the
president and vice president at the
convention of the Michigan State
Federation of Women’s clubs held
recently at Grand Rapids. These
pins are given to two women of
each district who have done out-
standing war and civic activities
work through their federated
clubs.
Pfc. Phil Rieger of Fort Sheridan,

Illinois, spent the week end with
Mrs. Reiger and Mr. and Mrs.
Remi Van Liedekerke.

Mrs. Ralph Young of Cass City
was pleasantly surprised Thursday
afternoon, when a number of
ladies from Novesta came to help
her celebrate her birthday. The
party was also in honor of Mrs.
Harold Biddle, whose birthday
was near that date. A potluck
lunch was served and a lovely
birthday cake made by Mrs. Wm.
Patch graced the center of the
table. The honor guests received
gifts.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Vern Holler, son of Mr. and Mrs.
C. W. Heller, who is stationed
with the United States army in
Luxemburg, Germany, writes
home to his parents that he is en-
joying a two weeks’ furlough
among the beauties of the Alps
mountains in Switzerland.
Ira Gale, with the boys in France,

son of Mrs. Ella Gale, writes he
will not be home with his regi-
ment which sails very soon as he
is attending the University in
Beaune, France, specializing in
music, at the expense of Uncle
Sam.

Mrs. Arthur Jones has accepted
the position of saleslady at the
store of L. H. Wood to fill the va-
cancy caused by the resignation of
Miss Gertrude Cormany.

the Rev. Harry Capps. 
Scott Dillon of Cass City and

Jason Robertson, now of East
Tawas and formerly of Cass City,
are among 200 graduates of Alma
College who were eligible to par-
ticipate in a commencement cere-
mony Saturday at Cappaert
Gymnasium. Dillon has earned a
bachelor of science degree in
physics and Robertson, a bachelor
of science degree in biology. Both
students are graduates of Cass
City High School.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Crawford of
Argyle and Mrs. Glenn McClorey
were in Caro Sunday to attend a
going-away party for their
nephew, Pat Crawford, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Milton Crawford of Bay
City. The party was held at the
home of Pat’s grandmother, Mrs.
Ida McLeod. He enlisted in the
Navy and was to have reported
Wednesday for training. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Geiger had as
Easter guests, Mr. and Mrs. Mart
Hyzer and children, Lori and Dan,
of Caseville, Mrs. John Spencer
and sons, Josiah and Nathaniel, of
Williamston and Mrs. Ken Schott
and sons, Ben and Kevin, of Cass
City.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wright had
with them for Easter their son
Brian and friend, Jenny Hartman
of Frankenmuth, both of whom
are students at CMU in Mt. Pleas-
ant, and Mrs. Rachel Wright. 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Damm and
Jason of Caro returned home Sat-
urday from a 12-day trip to
Florida. While there they spent
some time with Rick Damm in
Pinellas Park and Leonard Damm
in Holiday. They also went to Dis-
ney World and other places of in-
terest. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kolk and son
of Kimmel, Ind., came Saturday
and spent until Wednesday with
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Carl
Kolb. Other Easter guests were
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Hanselman
and two children of Decker and
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Eyer and chil-
dren, Cass City. 

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Receiving congratulations from
Lambert Althaver, last year’s Cit-
izen of the Year, is Bill Kritzman
who was named for this year’s
award Monday. Dual winners in
the race for Junior Citizen of the
Year were announced Monday by
Phil Keating, left, representing the
Cass City Chamber of Commerce.
Receiving the coveted award were
Frances Kozan and David Heins.

Born April 19 in Caro Commu-
nity Hospital to Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth Marker (Karla Stine)
their second child, a six-pound,
eight-ounce boy, Tyson Kenneth.
Mother and baby went to their
home near Unionville Monday.
Four-year-old Stacie Marker spent
from Thursday until Monday with
her grandparents here, Mr. and
Mrs. Garrison Stine. 

Theo Hendrick is spending two
weeks with his daughter and son-
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Sherwell
Kelly at New Boston. Mr. and
Mrs. Don Whittenburg took him
there and returned home Sunday.
The Whittenburgs attended, at
Allen Park Sunday, a celebration
of the 100th birthday of a friend,
Mrs. Wagner. 

The engagement of Joyce Ann
Hubel to David James Kidwell is
announced by her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Clayton Hubel of Flint, for-
merly of Cass City. His parents
are Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Kidwell
of Drayton Plains. An Oct. 27
wedding date is planned. 

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

At an Awards Dinner held in
Lansing last Thursday evening,
April 10, Leslie Profit of Cass
City was named the “Manager of
the Year” by Clayton Klein, the
President of Klein Fertilizers, Inc.
He received an appropriate plaque

The author and his grandfa-

ther, circa 1972.
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Cash donations are also being ac-
cepted.
To arrange for pick-up of a dona-

tion, or for more information, con-
tact Kayla DeLong at (989)
551-4002, via email at de-
longkay1@gmail.com or on Face-
book.
The scholarship program is open

to youths from seven counties –
Tuscola, Huron, Sanilac, Lapeer,
St. Clair, Macomb and Oakland –
who participate in the Thumb
Jackpot Show, and the auction is
an annual fundraiser held on the
same day as the show, according
to Kayla DeLong, who is married
to Paul’s brother, Joe.

“The show and auction rotates
location every year between the
seven counties,” she noted.
“There is a silent auction that runs

Continued from page one.

Auctions to benefit scholarship established in DeLong’s memory
during the show and staggers
when the tables close at noon, 1
p.m. and 2 p.m. There is also a
live auction that takes place before
the final drive (the overall cham-
pion of the show).

“The silent auction starts right
away in the morning (9 a.m.) and
we group the tables by when they
will close. So, people can bid on
some tables from 9 to noon, others
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and the last group
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,” DeLong ex-
plained. “We usually have 12-plus
eight-foot tables with donated
items. We get some awesome
things donated — some items
bring in more than $200 — and
we also have things kids can bid
on.”
All proceeds from the auction are

deposited in the Paul DeLong Me-
morial Scholarship endowment

with the Tuscola County Commu-
nity Foundation.

Paul DeLong was the eldest son
of Robert DeLong and the late
Laurie McRae. Family members
say he had two passions in life;
teaching youth and agriculture.
Paul grew up showing cattle at the
county fair and showed at the
Thumb Jackpot Beef Show.

DeLong, a 1998 graduate of
Ubly Community Schools, was at-
tending Delta College majoring in
special education when he and
Phillip Mathewson II of Deford, a
1999 Cass City High School grad-
uate, were killed in a farm acci-
dent in Sanilac County’s
Bridgehampton Township in the
fall of 1999. Sanilac County Sher-
iff’s deputies said DeLong, 19,
and Mathewson, 18, were per-
forming maintenance on a silo
when the accident occurred.
A scholarship that was started by

the Thumb Jackpot Beef Educa-
tion Program in 1997 was re-
named the Paul DeLong

Memorial Scholarship in 1999,
thanks to support from both the
jackpot committee and the De-
Long family.

Family members say the schol-
arship honors both of Paul’s pas-
sions by assisting young people
enrolled in 4-H and FFA beef proj-
ects in furthering their education.

“A lot of people don’t know he
(Paul) was going to school to be a
special education teacher,” said
Bob DeLong, who recalled his son
struggled in school at times be-
cause of dyslexia, but was the sort
of young man who wasn’t afraid
of giving life his all. “Physically,
he was the hardest worker. He
loved to work.”

DeLong said Paul’s passion for
teaching was sparked when he
was given the opportunity to work
as a special education assistant in
high school.

“From the day he walked into
that class…the light came on and
the kids migrated to him,” he said.
“His grades came up, focus was

there. That was going to be his
calling.”

DeLong acknowledged a parent
never forgets the profound sense
of grief that comes with losing a
child, but he’s grateful for the
memories of raising his son for 19
years, and knowing he was a good
kid.

“He’d do anything for anybody,”
he said. “And this scholarship –
what a way to remember him.”

All graduating high school sen-
iors from any of the seven coun-
ties that exhibit two or more and
the current year (their senior year)
at the Thumb Jackpot Beef Show
are eligible to receive the Paul De-
Long Memorial Scholarship.
Through the support of the schol-

arship’s live and silent auction
held annually at the Thumb Jack-
pot Beef Show, and the generous
support of donors, as of 2018, the
Paul DeLong Memorial Scholar-
ship has awarded a combined
$87,400 to 178 students.

School board reviews bond update

Continued from page one.
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leaving roughly $500,000 for
projects — previously delayed
until 2020 or 2022 – that could be
tackled this year.
Hartel recommended moving up

planned resurfacing of the ele-
mentary school gymnasium, re-
placement of the elementary
school’s main entrance doors, and
the purchase of one or two new
school buses. He also suggested
the board might want to consider
moving up planned painting of all
corridors and classrooms at the
high school along with replace-
ment of the aging clock/fire alarm
system.

Board President Alice Zaleski,
Treasurer Dave Osentoski and
Trustee Janet Richards all voiced
concerns over the need to replace
the elementary school boilers as
soon as possible.

Hartel acknowledged the need,
but said he’s been told the project
involves a comprehensive process

requiring months to design, plan
and install, so it’s unlikely the
boilers could be in place by win-
ter. However, he added, contrac-
tors who have inspected the
equipment say they believe the
district can “limp by” another year
with the existing boilers.
Hartel said he will draft a written

proposal outlining the specific up-
grades that could be moved up to
this year, including cost estimates,
and pass those on to board mem-
bers before the next regular meet-
ing Monday, May 20, at 7 p.m.
The board earlier this year signed

the first in a series of bond con-
struction project contracts for ma-
sonry, carpentry, mechanical and
electrical components of various
projects set to get underway early
this summer.

This year’s projects include in-
stallation of an updated heating
and cooling system at the high
school, and new entrances at the
high school and elementary build-

ing to enhance security.
The bids are related to the first of

three sets of capital improvement
projects in the district, all being
funded by a voter-approved mill-
age extension over the next few
years.

Cass City voters overwhelming
supported a proposed $8.68 mil-
lion bond extension proposal last
spring, paving the way to generate
enough funding for a number of
upgrades designed to provide stu-
dents with a safer, more secure
and energy efficient learning en-
vironment.

Voters agreed to an extension of
an existing three-mill tax that
originally raised money capital
improvement projects at what is
now Cass City Elementary
School. That tax is slated to expire
in 2021 but will now be levied for
additional 15 years, with the pro-
ceeds going towards repairs and
upgrades to the high school as
well as the elementary building.
School officials, meanwhile, ex-

pect to tackle a variety of projects
both inside and outside of the dis-
trict’s aging buildings, including
the high school, which was built
in 1966. The district’s newest
building – the former middle
school, now Cass City Elementary
School – was constructed about
20 years ago.
The bond extension will generate

funding in three increments, and
the work will be completed over a
period of about five years, accord-
ing to Hartel, who said officials
will, as promised, start with instal-
lation of an updated heating and
cooling system at the high school.
Total bond expenditures in 2020

are projected at $2.358 million,
with another $3.685 million in
2022 for a total of $8.455 million
generated by the bond extension.

When it’s all said and done, up-
grades at the high school will in-
clude technology; electrical
service along with the fire alarm
and clock systems; and renovation
of science labs and restrooms.
Funding will also go towards band
instrument storage, classroom and
art room casework, STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) lab and class-
room furniture.

In the elementary building, up-
grades will also target the heat-
ing/air conditioning/ventilation
system, including replacement of
boilers; electrical service, parking
lot paving and playground equip-
ment.
Parking lot paving is planning for

the district’s preschool as well, as
are bus loop paving and restroom
upgrades.
In other business during the reg-

ular monthly meeting, the board:
*Approved continued employ-

ment for the following teachers:
Tenure for Jane Ignash, high
school social studies; tenure for
Leigh Osentoski, high school sci-
ence; tenure for Karen Sweeney,
second grade; and second-year
probation for Chris Kimble, high
school science.
*Accepted “with regret” the res-

ignation of Brenda Blackmer, a
para-professional who is retiring
after 17 years of service to the dis-
trict.
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News briefs

Thumb Area Job Fair set
CARO – Attention job seekers: The Thumb Area Job Fair is slated for
Wednesday, May 1, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology
Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd. in Caro.
Thumb businesses currently hiring will be on hand to speak to prospec-

tive employees about immediate job openings. Those interested are en-
couraged to bring a resume, dress for success and come prepared to
market their skills.
The event, sponsored by Michigan Works!, Tuscola County Economic

Development Corporation, Tuscola Technology Center and the Caro
Area District Library, is designed to give residents a chance to meet
local business and industry representatives, learn about employment
opportunities and explore different career options.

Businesses that are currently hiring and interested in participating as
vendors are asked to contact Amy Hall at (989) 673-5300 (ext. 30301)
or via email at ahall@tuscolaisd.org. More information is available by
contacting Rob Shadley at (989) 673-5300 (ext. 30305).

Donate to DeLong auction
SANDUSKY – Live and silent auction items are being accepted for a
fundraiser that will benefit the Paul DeLong Memorial Scholarship
Fund, which awards scholarships to high school graduates from seven
area counties, including Tuscola, Sanilac and Huron.
The fundraiser will be Saturday, April 27, at the Sanilac County Fair-

grounds in Sandusky.
Auction item suggestions include gift certificates, homemade crafts,

home and garden items, seasonal items, and farm and show items. Cash
donations are also being accepted.
To arrange for pick-up of a donation, or for more information, contact

Kayla DeLong at (989) 551-4002, via email at delongkay1@gmail.com
or on Facebook.

Music for All slated May 2
CARO – Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems and Chemical Bank will
present Music for All, a free community event, Thursday, May 2, at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 903 Ryan Rd., Caro.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and the show – featuring Noel Leamen – be-

gins at 6:30 p.m.
Reserved seats are available by calling (989) 672-3010.

Hines set to speak in Caro
CARO – Kevin Hines, an award-winning global speaker, best-selling
author, documentary filmmaker and suicide prevention and mental
health advocate will be the guest speaker during a program entitled
Hope, Recovery and Wellness Monday, May 6, at 6:30 p.m. in the Caro
Community Schools auditorium, 301 N. Hooper St.

Two years after he was diagnosed with bipolar disorder at the age of
19, Hines attempted to take his own life by jumping from the Golden
Gate Bridge. He has since dedicated his life to saving lives by spreading
a message of hope and his art of living mentally well.
The program is being presented by Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems

(TBHS) and is funded in part by Chemical Bank. More information is
available by contacting Susan R. Holder, director of marketing and
training for TBHS, at (989) 673-6191 or by logging onto the website
www.tbhsonline.com.

PEP volunteers are needed
HURON COUNTY — The Proud Equestrian Program (PEP) is looking
for adult and young adult volunteers ages 14 and up to participate in
the rewarding therapeutic horseback riding program. The program is
scheduled for Wednesday evenings from May 29 to August 7 from 6 to
9 p.m.

Volunteers aren’t required to stay for the entire session; they are free
to come and go as they need to, depending on their schedule. These vol-
unteers primarily walk alongside the rider to ensure their safety. How-
ever, the sidewalkers also help the rider complete the activities of the
class.
Program officials are also looking for volunteers who are comfortable

leading horses and/or interested in working in an educational classroom
setting with the program participants. Youth who are looking for vol-
unteer hours for programs such as the National Honor Society can gain
those hours with this program.

The first meeting night for volunteers is Wednesday, May 29, at the
Huron Expo Center (fairgrounds) in Bad Axe starting at 6 pm.
More information is available by calling Marianne Buza at (989) 269-

9949 (ext. 612) or (440) 785-2919.
CASS CITY native and Tuscola County District

Court Judge Kim David Glaspie is pictured above

in a photo taken by the Chronicle shortly after then-

Gov. James Blanchard appointed him to the bench

in 1990. At the time, Glaspie was an attorney who

had been in private practice for about 10 years.

feated Burgess in the general elec-
tion by more than 600 votes.
Glaspie has since repeatedly won
reelection to the post, giving him
a perfect record of having never
been defeated at the polls.
As a district court judge, Glaspie

handles a variety of legal cases,
including civil lawsuits involving
judgments of up to $25,000, all
misdemeanor cases, arraignments
in felony cases as well as prelimi-
nary examinations (where the
judge determines if there is suffi-
cient evidence to bind a defendant
over to circuit court), civil infrac-
tions and landlord-tenant cases.

Intimidating caseload

When he was appointed to the
bench, Glaspie inherited an intim-
idating caseload, including a
crushing pile of civil cases, from
his predecessor. Just the same, he
clung to a dedication to treat cases
and defendants individually and at
the same time equally under the
law – no small task in a small
community where everyone
seems to know everyone else.
And, he has always demanded re-

spect for the law and judicial sys-
tem in his courtroom.
“There’s been changes since I’ve

taken the bench. The practice of
law has changed drastically over
the past 30 years,” Glaspie ob-
served. “It’s not the professional
approach to the practice of law” it
used to be when it comes to some
attorneys. “Today, it seems like
everybody takes things so person-
ally, and they can’t let it go.”

As for the caseload itself, state
guidelines require courts to re-
solve certain types of cases in a set
amount of time, according to
Glaspie, who said defense attor-
neys and prosecutors have allevi-
ated some of the pressure by
working together more efficiently
to resolve many cases without
jury trials.

The mix of cases has changed
somewhat, but it’s still a hefty
workload, one that all too fre-
quently provides a glimpse into
the dark side of humanity.

Although the number of inci-
dents involving serious offenses
are higher in urban areas, rural
counties such as those in the
Thumb see the same types of
crimes, including sexual assault
and the abuse of children and
spouses, Glaspie said.

“Those are bad days (on the
bench),” he added. “As a judge,
you hear so many of these, and it’s
difficult, but you don’t want to get
to a point where it doesn’t affect
you personally.”

At the same time, Glaspie has
had the opportunity to make a dif-
ference in many defendants’ lives.
He along with Tuscola County
Circuit Judge Amy Grace Gierhart
are credited with bringing a new
breed of “problem-solving” courts
to Tuscola County in the form of
the Regional Sobriety Court
(TRSC), which takes an innova-
tive approach to addressing defen-
dants’ underlying problems, in
this case alcoholism.

The TRSC began operating in
2014 through a partnership of the
trial court judges in Tuscola,
Huron and Sanilac counties with a
shared goal of creating a special-
ized central treatment court that
could utilize tools outside of the

Continued from page one.

Glaspie retiring after 29 years on bench
traditional fines and jail time to
encourage those repeatedly con-
victed of driving under the influ-
ence of drugs and/or alcohol to
turn over a new leaf.

Offenders accepted in the pro-
gram undergo a lengthy, intensive
court-supervised program that in-
cludes individual and group treat-
ment, intensive drug testing, and
12-step meeting attendance.

“I think it’s been (effective). I
know we’ve had some failures,
but we’ve had some great suc-
cesses, too,” Glaspie said of the
court, which has since “gradu-
ated” more than 70 individuals.

Court officials last year an-
nounced plans to establish a sec-
ond problem-solving court – this
one targeting defendants strug-
gling with mental health issues
that have resulted in repeated
brushes with the law. The goal is
to assist repeat felony offenders in
achieving long-term stability, be-
coming law-abiding citizens, and
becoming successful in their com-
munities, resulting in less recidi-
vism (repeat offenses) and a
reduction in jail expenses to the
community.

Michigan’s mental health treat-
ment was largely gutted in the
1990s, resulting in many defen-
dants ending up in the judicial sys-
tem, Glaspie said, “but I think
we’ve come full circle now.”

Health scare 

Challenges in the courtroom took
a backseat to a health scare for
Glaspie at one point in his career.
In 1993 he was diagnosed with a
benign brain tumor and underwent
surgery to have it removed. Com-
plications led to two more surger-
ies, with Glaspie losing the
hearing in one ear and suffering
some paralysis on the left side of
his face.
But he returned to the bench after

about six months to continue his
career of service – a tradition in

the Glaspie family, which has
deep roots in the community.

Glaspie’s father, the late-Grant
Glaspie, served the local post of-
fice for more than 40 years, much
of that time as postmaster, a posi-
tion that was appointed by the
president of the United States
back in the day.
“I still have the appointment” let-

ter from President Lyndon John-
son, noted Glaspie, a genealogy
buff who said members of his
family has lived in the community
dating back to 1861, when his
great-grandparents owned a farm
in Novesta Township.

Glaspie’s own resume includes
having served the community and
region in a variety of roles over
the years, including the Human
Development Commission Board
of Directors and Michigan Asso-
ciation of Counties, and as a for-
mer fundraising coordinator for
the Boy Scouts of America. He is
also a past president of the Cass
City Chamber of Commerce and a
past president of the Cass City
Lions Club.

These days, Glaspie is looking to
the future, and looking forward to
slowing down a bit after pouring
himself into his chosen vocation
for nearly four decades.
Glaspie says he would have been

content to remain an attorney
throughout his career, but he’s
glad he accepted the judgeship
when the opportunity came along.

“I was happy on the bench –
never regretted that. Ever,” said
Glaspie. “The decision (to retire)
took a long time. It’s so final. Cer-
tainly I’ll miss my staff – who are
great. They do a great job — and
coming to work, because that’s
my daily routine, and I have some
great friendships with the people I
work with.
“But you know what? I’m really

excited about it. I’m looking for-
ward to it. It’s been a great career.
I’m lucky I’ve had that.”

Parks on Ubly council agenda
UBLY – The first softball tournament of the summer is scheduled for
June 14 and 15 and will be a fundraiser benefit for Addison Stomack,
Aaron Cregeur told the Ubly Village Council during a recent meet-
ing.
He noted that, with softball and baseball season here, bleachers will

be needed by the end of the month for other ball games.
The council agreed to spend up to $10,500 for fencing outside the

ball fields. The fencing will be along the Sleeper North/South baseball
fields on Bingham Street and Garfield Street. Officials noted they plan
to apply for park improvement grant through the Huron County Com-
munity Foundation.

In other business, the council noted there will be a hazardous mate-
rials recycling collection from 8 a.m. to noon at the soil conservation
office Monday, June 29, and also Sept. 19 at the expo center in Bad
Axe.

Free CPR class on tap May 11
CASS CITY – Hills and Dales General Hospital will host another free
American Heart Association Family and Friends CPR next month.
The class, slated for 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, May 11, at the hospi-

tal’s regional education center (former Baker College building at 6667
Main St.), is intended for anyone who wants to learn CPR but and
does not need a course completion card for a job or other require-
ments.
To register, call (989) 912-6365.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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home the 2019 group category
award.
“In the Thumb, agriculture is our

lifeblood. It is important to re-
member out heritage and celebrate
the success of agriculture in our
communities. The Friends of the
Thumb Octagon Barn is a prime
example of the history of agricul-
ture,” Jim McLoskey, Tuscola
Stars Team member said in pre-
senting the honor.
“This wonderful property and its

historic buildings would not be
possible without the vision of a
dedicated group of volunteers,” he
added. “Through their ongoing
volunteer efforts, visitors flock to
the small town of Gagetown to
tour and experience the exhibits,
shop the craft and antique ven-
dors, and enjoy taking a trip back
in time to experience the basic
values and experiences of rural
farm life.”

McLoskey noted the barn has
also served as the parent site under
which the Thumb Quilt Trail –
now boasting some 100 quilts dis-
played on historical barns across
the Thumb – has flourished.

“The Thumb Octagon Barn
draws tens of thousands of visitors
for its (Fall) Family Days, music
in the barn and annual school field
trips, which never fail to go off
without a hitch due to the great
planning of the volunteer network
supporting the barn,” he said.
“As a volunteer organization, the

Friends of the Thumb Octagon
Barn work to ensure that eco-
tourism is alive and well in the
Thumb. Their tireless efforts are
appreciated by the agricultural
community and the entire Thumb
region.”

Continued from page one.

Tuscola County honors its 2019 “stars”
Also nominated in the group cat-

egory were the Caro Exchange
Club, Great Start Tuscola County
Imagination Library, Kare and
Serve, and the Millington High
School football team.
*Business category – named this

year’s business category “star”
was Grace Monument Company.

“Family-owned businesses are
the heart and soul of communities
in the Thumb, (and) this family-
owned and operated business is a
great example,” said Pierce, who
noted the Vassar firm and its own-
ers, Randy and Dorothy
Buchinger, have worked with a
number of churches, veterans or-
ganizations and civic groups to
create monuments.
“During the upcoming Memorial

Day services, citizens in Fremont
Township…and Millington Town-
ship will enjoy the talents and
generosity of Grace Monument
where donated beautiful benches
flank monuments,” he said. “At
Brookside Cemetery in Fairgrove,
a monument from Grace Monu-
ment pays tribute to Orlando LeV-
alley as the last surviving Civil
War veteran from Tuscola
County.”

Other nominees in the business
category were Dunn Hardware of
Reese and Gambles Hardware of
Caro.

*Above and beyond category –
Dorothea Wilson, who owns and
operates the Lighthouse in Caro,
emerged the winner in this
crowded category.
“When their 20-year-old son was

involved in an automobile acci-
dent and suffered a traumatic
brain injury, Dorothea and Jim
Wilson were cast into a whole
new world involving the rehabili-
tation process and the challenges

associated with the healthcare in-
dustry,” McLoskey said.

“After nine years of working
with their son, (they) opened the
Lighthouse in 1987,” he added.
“The program opened with two
residents. They were pioneers in
the field of traumatic brain injury
treatment.

“From its inception, the Light-
house benefited from Dorothea’s
commitment and vision to provide
the best possible resources for
families facing challenges related
to traumatic brain injuries. Her
principle was simple…each resi-
dent will be cared for as if they
were a member of her family,”
McLoskey continued.

“Under Dorothea’s leadership,
the Lighthouse now has 10 resi-
dential homes to provide services
to more than 100 pediatric and
adult residents. The Lighthouse
employs more than 300 commit-
ted members of our communities
to care for the residents (and) this
month…will celebrate its 32nd
year of providing quality care.”

Other nominees in the category
included Cass City’s Laura Curtis
(director of bands for the Cass
City Public Schools), Lyle Sever-
ance (technical services director
for the Cass City Public Schools)
and Tom Lounsbury, veteran out-
doorsman and columnist.

Also nominated were Trooper
Nicole Dhooghe (Michigan State
Police community and school re-
source officer), Tuscola County
Prosecutor Mark E. Reene, Amy
Schuette (computer technology
management instructor at the Tus-
cola Technology Center), Foster
Findlay, Steve and Lynn Franko,
Teri Higgins, Pat Kraynak and Joy
Sauser.

VETERAN outdoors columnist Tom Lounsbury,

Cass City, was nominated for the Tuscola Stars

“above and beyond” award for his work in promot-

ing the Cass River, including organizing a 26-hour

trip on the river to showcase the waterway’s esthetic

and recreational value.

CASS CITY Public Schools technical services Di-

rector Lyle Severance (above) was also nominated

in the “above and beyond” award along with Laura

Curtis, the district’s director of bands.

GENE SUUPPI (left) was honored at this year’s

Tuscola Stars individual category winner for all of

his volunteer work in organizing clean-up projects

on the Cass River and promoting the local water-

way’s recreational opportunities.
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2017 Buick Envision Essence 
AWD

2016 Chevrolet Equinox 
LT

2016 Chevrolet Malibu 
LT

2014 Chevrolet Impala 
2LT

2016 GMC Terrain 
SLT

2016 Chevrolet Traverse
LTZ

GREAT DEAL GREAT DEAL

GREAT DEAL GREAT DEAL

GREAT DEAL GREAT DEAL

 

• Navigation
• Leather
• Heated Seats
• Remote Start

NOW
$291/mo

 

• Heated Seats
• Power Liftgate
• Remote Start

NOW
$230/mo

9221A

 

• Leather
• Bose
• Heated Seats
• Remote Start

NOW
$239/mo

9320A

 

• Bose
• Advanced Safety 
 Pakg
• Remote Start
• Leatherette Trim

NOW
$232/mo

8411A

 

• Leather
• Pioneer Radio
• Heated Seats
• Power Liftgate

NOW
$269/mo

9151A

 

• Leather
• Rear Entertainment
• Bose
• Advanced Safety Pkg.

NOW
$350/mo

9093A

www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

Visit our used car showroom at 700 N. State St. or give us a 
call at 989.673.2171 to schedule your next test drive!

(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro

CURTIS GARBER 
CHEVROLET  CADILLAC

SALES TEAM

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

JOHN 
MERZ

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

SHAWN
KING

Erika 
Jeffrey

9277A

*Length of contract limited and varies by model. Some buyers will not qualify. Not available with other offers. Take delivery by 7/1/19. See participating dealer for details.

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details
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Celebration of Ubly
woman’s life on tap
next month at hall

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

There will be a special memorial next month for a woman who touched
the lives of nearly every Ubly resident in one way or another before she
passed away last December.
A celebration of Lola Brown’s life will be held Saturday, May 4, from

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the township-village hall.
Although not an Ubly native, Brown became an active member of her

community when she and her husband, Bruce, moved to Ubly in 1965.
She served as an EMT for Bingham Township Ambulance for about

25 years. She also started the first joint Ubly Community Vacation Bible
School in 1978 in a partnership involving the Ubly United Methodist
Church, the First Presbyterian Church of Ubly and St. John Catholic
Church of Ubly. Brown continued her dedication to planning and or-
ganizing the annual vacation bible school program for four decades.
In addition, Brown was a member of the Ubly Lions Club, community

club, the historical society, Ubly Village Council and Thumb Veterans
Auxiliary, and served as secretary for The Wildwood Flowers for World
Travel and Mind Enrichment.
She and her husband owned the Brown House restaurant in Ubly along

with Huron Vending, Huron Ice, Mid-Michigan Ice and Ubly Mini Stor-
age.

In recognition of her selfless dedication to the community, the Ubly
Village Council passed a resolution in January honoring Brown.
“Lola selflessly gave to our community and we were honored to know

her,” the resolution states in part.

Ubly among districts
named green schools
Three Thumb schools are among those recently recognized as “Green

Schools” for stewardship efforts in the areas of conservation, recycling
and energy saving strategies.
Schools that achieve a minimum of 10 points in an academic year have

been designated as an official Michigan Green School.
Ubly High School earned an Emerald designation (15 points) and the

Ubly Elementary School, an Evergreen designation (20 points). The
points are awarded based on school activities aimed at various conser-
vation projects.
Recognized schools will receive certificates of achievement proclaim-

ing them as an official “Michigan Green School” and signed by Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer, and they will also be presented with an official
“Michigan Green School” emblem recognizing their efforts.

Legislation may forgive
more school snow days

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

School districts throughout the state are following a legislative pro-
posal that could forgive additional snow days.

Among them is the Owendale-Gagetown School District, which
recorded 14 missed school days due to storms and slick roads, forcing
school officials to extend the current school year by one week.

School Supt. Terri Falkenberg applied for and received the standard
six days forgiven by the state, and she applied for an additional three-
day waiver and received that, but even with those additional days the
district still came up short compared to the state requirements for in-
struction hours.

Michigan requires public schools to complete a minimum of 1,098
hours of instruction over 180 days.

School officials across the state have been hoping lawmakers would
forgive the five days lost between Jan. 27 to Feb. 2 when Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer declared a state of emergency due to extreme cold tempera-
tures.
They may get their wish following approval of a bill in the Michigan

House last week.
The legislation, introduced by Rep. Ben Frederick (R-Owosso) would

allow schools to receive an exemption for the five-day period related
to the state of emergency.

Under Frederick’s proposal, districts with 14 or more snow days due
to state of emergencies or other conditions beyond their control could
qualify for an exemption for the 180-day minimum, as long as they meet
the hour requirements. In order to do that, instruction time would have
to increase.
Frederick’s bill now goes to the Senate for review and consideration.

She wanted to know if I wanted a wheelchair. First I declined, since I
was alone with no one to push me. Rita piped up and said, “I will push
you”, and she did. I told her I didn’t expect that of her. I sat while she
went to get the wheelchair. I apologized for her having to leave her desk
to take me to the lab.
Rita’s response: “We are here to help you.”
We went to the lab area, and when we arrived I started to stand up,

and she said, “No, I am taking you right into the lab.” Imagine my sur-
prise when I was told to stay in the chair. No need to stand up, and Ju-
lane could draw my blood. Slipped my arm out of a sleeve and Julane
drew the blood, then she pushed me back to the lobby and right to the
exit doors.
I told Julane that I walked into the hospital and I could walk out – even

said, “I insist you stop and I will walk out.” Julane kept right on going
to my car, and it was cold. I told her it was too cold and she didn’t have
a coat or sweater, just short sleeves. Julane deposited me right next to
my car and said, “We are here to help you.”

Fantastic employees – both of them – and I really believe they went
above and beyond the requirements of their jobs. Hills and Dales is for-
tunate to have them. Our world could use more people like them.

Beautiful new hospital and fantastic employees. We are fortunate to
have them both, and a big plus for our small town.

Ginna Gentner
Cass City

Continued from page three.

Hospital employees go above, beyond
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Some of the above providers may also be seen in the CCMP Extended Hours Clinic.  
For any Occupational Health needs, you can also call 989-912-6342.

Serving You and Your 
Community Since 1960

4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121 • www.hdghmi.org

Do you need your DOT Physical?
Come see one of our Certi�ed Medical Examiners  
located throughout the Thumb!

Millwood Street Primary Care
Norma Abbott, FNP-C
130 Millwood St. Caro

989-672-1555

Ubly Medical Practice
Angie Weber, NP-C
2254 Main St. Ubly

989-658-9191

Cass City Family Practice
Marie Havercamp, FNP-C

6190 Hospital Dr., Suite 106
Cass City

989-872-8303

CCMP Extended Hours
Darcy Schlund-Tenbusch, FNP-BC

4675 Hill Street, Cass City
989-912-6114

H&D Caro Family Practice
Christine Henderson, FNP-C

1514 W. Caro Rd. Caro
989-672-1399

Cass City Medical Practice
Marlene Schank, FNP-BC & Mary Krause, FNP-BC

4675 Hill Street Cass City
989-872-8202

Kingston Family Practice
Erica Knoerr, FNP-C

5854 State St. Kingston
989-683-8065
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CASS CITY veterans, including Marty Twork (above), taught the scouts how

to properly handle and fold the flag, explaining what each fold represents. Also

pictured above are (clockwise from left) Charlie Gaeth, Ralph Ames (wolf den

leader), Janet Pritch (cub master), Aiden McGovern and Owen Gaeth.

Vets pass on knowledge to scouts...

HOLDING A properly folded American flag above

are scouts (from left) Gunner Nicholas, Parker

Kulinski, Roman Woodruff, Nathan Edwards,

Noah Ames and Owen Gaeth.

MEMBERS OF Cass City Cub Scout Pack 3594 re-

cently shared time with some local veterans, who of-

fered the kids some lessons on the proper way to

treat the American flag. Pictured above are mem-

bers of VFW Post 3644, Cass City, (back row, from

left) Marty Twork, Randy Wright and Joe Mer-

chant, post commander, and scouts (from left) Noah

Ames, Nathan Edwards, Owen Gaeth, Aiden Mc-

Govern, Charlie Gaeth, Parker Kulinski, Gunner

Nicholas and Roman Woodruff.

ASIDE FROM offering the local scouts lessons in

flag care, Cass City veterans (above, from left)

Marty Twork, Randy Wright and VFW Post 3644

Commander Joe Merchant invited the kids to ask

questions about their service in the U.S. armed

forces.
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