
VOLUME 113, NUMBER 2 .75 CENTS  ~  16 PAGES - 1 SUPPLEMENTCASS CITY, MICHIGAN - WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 20, 2019

Complete coverage of the Cass City community and surrounding areas since 1899
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Whitmer’s hold on new hospital stuns officials

UBLY TEACHER Stewart Kieliszewski (right)

poses for a photo with Jeff Holyfield, Michigan

Lottery public relations director, after accept-

ing his Excellence in Education Award.

Finances focus of
school board meet

Ubly educator
latest excellence
award recipient

A Huron County educator known for
working tirelessly to provide students
with fun, hands-on learning experiences,
including a pair of successful robotics
programs and finding funds to buy a 3D
printer for technology-related experi-
ments, has been honored with an Excel-
lence in Education award from the
Michigan Lottery.

The award winner, Stewart
Kieliszewski, teaches Earth science, bi-
ology, mechatronics, and media to stu-
dents in grades eight through 12 in the
Ubly Community School District, where

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials briefly discussed key factors that will shape
the district’s next budget during a 30-minute monthly board of educa-
tion meeting Monday night.

Cass City Public Schools Chief Financial Officer Allison Zimba dis-
cussed enrollment projections as they relate to drafting the district’s
new spending plan. School boards across the state must have new budg-
ets in place by the end of June, even though per-pupil funding amounts
aren’t finalized until state officials adopt a new budget later in the year.

Zimba said she plans to build a projected loss of 20 students in Cass
City’s next budget, in keeping with the district’s conservative approach
to offset enrollment fluctuations over the past several years.
“The good news is it looks like we’re leveling off,” she said.
For nearly two decades, Cass City officials have watched local student

The Tuscola County Economic Development Corpo-
ration is sending a strong message to the Governor that
the promise of the future development of the Caro Cen-
ter is directly linked to the economic development fu-
ture of Tuscola County for generations to come.  The
EDC sees this as a non-political decision.  This project
matters to the employees, the patients, the doctors, the
schools and the citizens of Tuscola County. The local
representatives, the former administration, and local
leaders participated in a celebration of this non-parti-
san decision of the future expansion of this facility.
The EDC strongly supports the commitment made to
the people of Tuscola County.

Legislation was approved last year which placed $115
million for the construction of a new psychiatric hos-
pital at the current Caro Center site in the current
Michigan budget. When that construction will begin is
now being answered with a big question mark. With
the current political environment, will this promised
project be another clear example of promises made,
but not kept by our State of Michigan elected leader-
ship?

Tuscola County EDC officials are hoping that an open
line of communication with the Governor will bring
clarity to an announcement by her that the Caro Center
expansion has been placed on hold.
EDC Director Stephen Erickson said the time is now
for the Governor and State leaders to have all the cor-
rect information in hand. “We encourage Governor

Erickson said his board is offering information in-
cluded in an economic impact study done by the EDC,
to be used in this letter-writing and communication
campaign with the Governor. Some of this information
from the study is outlined as follows:

The Caro Center was first established in 1914. It is a
State of Michigan Psychiatric Hospital and the second
largest employer in Tuscola County. The Caro Center
employs 349 professionals of varying degrees and skill
sets. Staff members offer quality care in a safe envi-
ronment for both patients and the staff. The Caro com-
munity has always been a caring community for the
Caro Center and the people who receive treatment
there. The Caro Center currently offers 150 patient
beds.

Given the importance of understanding the specific
role and economic impact the Caro Center provides to
the economy in Tuscola County, the Tuscola County
Economic Development Corporation developed an
economic impact analysis of the Caro Center.

An economic impact analysis is an effective way of
demonstrating the economic contribution that the Caro
Center makes to Tuscola County. To estimate the eco-
nomic and employment impact of the Caro Center, an
economic model  was chosen that provided the appro-
priate economic analysis that tracks the interdepend-
ence among producing and consuming sectors of an

Continued on page 16.

Please turn to page 6.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Tuscola County officials were
stunned after hearing construction

of a new state psychiatric hospital
in Caro — which was supposed to
start next month — has been put
on hold by new Michigan Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s administra-

tion.
State officials halted construction

while a consultant they hired re-
views information on the new
hospital, which could potentially

lead to building it in a new loca-
tion, according to information
from the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS).

“My jaw dropped when I heard
the news. I’m in shock. We
worked hard to gather information
on the economic importance of
the Caro Center to the Thumb and
other statistics of why this is the
best location,” said county Con-
troller Mike Hoagland, who
helped spearhead the effort to in-
form lawmakers of the need and
reasons to keep the Caro Center –
Tuscola County’s second largest
employer — in Tuscola County.

MDHHS Director Robert Gor-
don said a variety of concerns
prompted the construction delay
and subsequent reassessment on

the location of the new state psy-
chiatric hospital. Those concerns
are related to staffing, the ability
for patients’ families to be in-
volved in their treatment, and
water accessibility to the center.
A press release issued by Gordon

noted concerns about staffing
shortages, lack of new staff re-
cruitment, the center not having
an active permanent psychiatrist
on staff, and the need to have mu-
nicipal water extended to the cen-
ter.

“Based on these issues, we have
decided to seek outside consulta-
tion to review the proposed Caro
Center project to determine what
is in the best interest of those who
need critical state hospital serv-
ices,” said Gordon. “Bed capacity,

Haire, Krol top Cass City Class of ‘19
cates in a variety of subjects. She
is a member of the Cass City

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials re-
cently announced the top gradu-
ates of the Class of 2019, led by
Kacey Haire, named valedictorian
with a cumulative grade point av-
erage (GPA) of 4.09, and Jalene
Krol, who earned salutatorian

honors with a GPA of 4.01.
Haire, the daughter of Karen and

Clarke Haire, boasts a long list of
academic and athletic activities,
accomplishments and awards.
This year’s Cass City Junior Cit-

izen of the Year Award recipient,
she has been on the all A’s honor
roll since 2015 and received mul-
tiple academic excellence certifi-

Kacey Haire Jalene Krol

Please turn to page 8.

TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies responded to a one-vehicle traffic crash that

resulted in serious injuries to a Kingston motorist early Sunday morning in Wells

Township. Sheriff Glen Skrent reported officers were dispatched to Rossman Road

at about 3:27 a.m. Preliminary investigation revealed that a 30-year-old Kingston

man was traveling westbound when his van veered off the road, spun around and hit

a culvert, sending it airborne and landing on its side. “The subject had been trapped

inside his vehicle and Kingston Fire Department and MMR responded to the scene,”

said Skrent, who noted the driver was transported to an area hospital with “signifi-

cant” injuries.

Whitmer and her staff to be on the same page as Tus-
cola County in moving forward.” He said the expan-
sion of the Caro Center is key to future economic
development in Tuscola County and the Thumb Area.
In regards to the water issue mentioned by the Gover-
nor in her announcement, Tuscola County has been ac-
tively working with the State of Michigan to ensure
that the best quality of water is available at the Caro
Center site.

Erickson said the EDC Board is encouraging 
Tuscola County residents to write letters to the

Governor urging her to honor the 
commitment made by the legislature for the

Caro Center expansion at its current location. 

Letters can be mailed to Governor Gretchen
Whitmer, P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI 48909.

Requests via phone calls can 
also be made by calling the 

Office of the Governor at 517-373-3400. 

Tuscola County EDC board chairman Gary Fritz said,
"the ground-breaking ceremony we had back in Octo-
ber last year, for the state-of-the-art facility located in
Caro here, brought stability back to the lives of the 349
employees and their families. There is too much on the
line for Tuscola County residents and area businesses
that count on this project moving forward. To turn back
time and place this on hold is a disservice to our com-
munity."

Future of Tuscola County Development at Risk!

We encourage you to write Gov. Whitmer, P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI 48909
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Steven Bean, Sr.

Steven Lee Bean, Sr., 59, of Cass City, passed away Friday, March 15, 2019 at his home. 
He was born February 16, 1960, in Ellington Township, the son of the late William and Dorothy (Seigneurie)

Bean. 
On November 25, 1977 he married Lisa Grammatico in Cass City. 
Steven served in the U.S. Army and over the years, he worked as a

groundskeeper at 1000 Trails, a janitor at Cass City High School, a pro-
jectionist at the Cass City Theater and worked for Pine River Plastics in
Port Huron. He enjoyed painting pictures, repainting sculptures and
yard work, but most of all he enjoyed time with his family, especially
his grandchildren. 

He is survived by his loving wife of over 41 years, Lisa; children,
Steven Lee Bean, II, Joseph Bean (fiancée, Ashley Farnum) and
Chrisinda Bean, all of Cass City; grandchildren, Kelli, Jazmin, Joseph
and Anna; a sister, Kathy (Mick) Feltman of Mt. Pleasant and a
brother, Charles Damoth of Cass City. 

He was predeceased by his daughter, Patricia Bean. 
Honoring his wishes, cremation has taken place. No services are

planned at this time. 
Memorials in memory of Steven may be made to his family. 
Please share condolences at http://www.thabetfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

Helen Nelson 

Helen Marie Nelson, 85, of Cass City, died peacefully Tuesday, March 12, 2019 in Autumnwood of Deck-
erville.  

She was born February 11, 1934 in LaGrange, GA, one of ten children born to
William Caler and Bertha Pearl (Pike) East.  
She married James DeGuzman May 14, 1960 in Iron River. He died March

15, 2010.  Helen married David Nelson February 9, 2013 in Living Word
Worship Center, Cass City.  He died February 18, 2019.

As a child in Alabama Helen’s family were cotton share croppers,
where she earned two cents per pound.  Helen lived in Iron River for
over 50 years before moving to Cass City in 2011.  She was a pastor
at The Gospel Chapel where her husband was co-pastor.  Helen hosted
a weekly gospel radio show called “The Gospel Truth” where she
shared music and gospel for 26 years.  She loved to bowl and partic-
ipated in leagues in the Upper Peninsula.  She enjoyed traveling to
special locations such as Niagara Falls and Dollywood and enjoyed
her time with Brenda on their cruise.
Helen is survived by her daughter, Sharon (Mike) Reeder of Cass City

and their children, Mikayla Reeder and Aurora Reeder; sister, Clois
Lavine Reaves of Albertville, AL; and many nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her brothers: William East and Johnny East;

sisters: Velna Townsel, Marjorie “Polly” Longhi, Reba Morgan, Alma Russell,
Katherine Benefield, and infant sister, Mary Ruth East. 
A funeral service was held Sunday, March 17, in Kranz Funeral Home Cass City with Pastor Jep Bryant of

Living Word Worship Center of Cass City officiating.  
Interment will take place in the spring in Rest Haven Cemetery, Iron River. 
Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Linda Voss

Linda Fern Voss, 70, of Deford, died peacefully Sunday, March 17, 2019 in Fisher Convalescent Home of
Mayville. 
She was born June 17, 1948 in Cass City to Francis Alvin and Adeline Edna (Holzwort) Butler.  
She married Ronald Elmer Voss June 4, 1966 in Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Cass City.  
Linda graduated from Cass City High School with the class of 1966.   She worked

as a stay at home mom, allowing her the opportunity to babysit children of sev-
eral families and friends for many years.  Linda was an active member of
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, where she served with the Ladies Aid
and taught Sunday school.  She was a 4-H Leader and representative for
thirty-three years.  Linda baked beautiful wedding cakes for family and
friends. She enjoyed time spent quilting, crocheting and bird watching.        

Linda is survived by her loving husband of fifty two years, Ronald;
her son, Ron (Mary Ann) Voss of Cass City; grandchildren:  Andre
(Justine) Voss, Zack (Jessica Ewald) Voss, Courtney (Benjamin)
Miller and Mason Voss;  great-grandchildren:  Keagan Voss, Devin
Voss, McKayla Voss, Kara Voss, Mikelle Weiderhold, Danika Wei-
derhold, Dayton Weiderhold, Shea Miller, Asher Miller and Kierra
Miller; step grandchildren:  Jessica (Earl) Long, Jordan Finkbeiner,
Courtney (Matthew) Reidel and Kirklynd Spencer;  step great-grand-
children:  Destiny Long, Gage Long, Bowen Long, Rebecca Finkbeiner,
Jeffrey Finkbeiner, Bryson, Reidel and Ashlynd Reidel;  sisters:  Bonnie
Zeidler of Cass City, Molli (Scott) Hartel of Rockford, Mari (Kurt Bliss)
Butler Lowe of Cass City and Paula Butler of Ypsilanti; and many nieces and
nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her parents; sister, Kay Butler; brother-in-law, Bill Zeidler.
Visitation will be held from 2 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 19, in Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City; and from

10 to 11 a.m.  Wednesday, March 20, in Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Cass City. 
The funeral service will be held 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 20, in Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,

Cass City with the Rev. Steve Bagnall officiating.  
Interment will be in Novesta Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for Mrs. Voss will be: Andre Voss, Zack

Voss, Mason Voss, Kirklynd Spencer, Kevin Lowe, Brian Voss, Kyle Lowe.  
Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  Family and friends may share memories,

prayers and photos with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Sometimes you just walk away

an opossum during that recent confrontation with one
in my trash sounded like a plan, but it beat me to
doing that.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I’ve often wondered about the expressions, “Beauty
is in the eye of the beholder” and “Beauty is only skin
deep.”
I’ve finally figured out how those expressions came

about; they have to be about opossums.
Recent warm weather has the local wildlife coming

out to stretch their legs and enjoy the sun. Opossums
are among those creatures looking forward to spring,
including one I saw as it ambled across my yard.

Of course, I’ve seen opossums around my place
from a distance on and off for years, but when I was
taking the garbage out recently, I experienced an
opossum up close and personal in a face-to-face sit-
uation. And, man they are ugly.
There is some kind of saying about something being

so ugly it hit every branch on the ugly tree on the way
to the ground. Opossums are so ugly they didn’t just
hit every limb on the ugly tree, they must have
climbed it a couple of times and touched every
branch on the ugly tree on the way down to make
them so ugly.
While most animals — especially baby animals —

are cute, that cannot be said for the opossum. There
is nothing cute about them at all. They look like a
mutant rat or a science experiment gone very wrong.
And, I guess that is a shame because they are actu-

ally a very useful animal. They help clean up the en-
vironment.
But, man are they ugly.
Just one of the little creatures can eat up to 5,000

ticks each season. That is awesome because ticks
carry Lyme disease, but yet the possum does not con-
tract the disease.
But, man are they ugly.
They also eat insects, snails, small rodents and dead

stuff.
But, man are they ugly.
I guess when it comes right down to it, they are na-

ture’s clean-up crew.
If they eat mice and moles, they cannot be all bad.
But, man are they ugly.
To top it off, 95 percent of them are naturally im-

mune to rabies.
But, man why do they have to be so ugly?
Opossums are the only marsupial in the United

States and Canada. That means they carry their
young in a pouch, much like the Australian kanga-
roo.
But, man are they ugly. At least, kangaroos are cute.
Their name is actually opossum but most just

shorten it down to possum.
They are definitely nothing to look at. They are

afraid of us, but can become aggressive if threatened.
However, according to information I’ve heard, most

of the time an opossum will act dead when faced with
a situation it doesn’t want to deal with. Acting like
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Here’s a couple of riddles to test your mystery
solving abilities.

First, this weekend the Haire’s drove to Mount
Pleasant and 30 miles later
arrived in front of the
building pictured at the
right. Can you name the
metropolitan area that it’s
located in?

Next, while at the univer-
sity book store, I purchased
a 45 cent candy bar. The
cashier gave me 55 cents in
change consisting of two
coins and a nickel wasn’t
one of them. Name the
coins?
I’ve printed the answers in

my last Rabbit Track item this week. So, if you
need more time to come up with the answers, come
back and read them later. Good luck.

**********    

When Tuscola County Economic Development
Corporation (TCEDC) officials approached us last
week with a request to purchase space on our front
page to print an opinion piece, our first reaction
was, simply, no. In the past, we’ve sold a small,
two-inch tall strip of advertising space on page one,
but this request represented another ballgame alto-
gether.
However, upon further discussion, we decided to

make an exception in this case, given the nature of
the TCEDC’s message – to urge a grassroots let-
ter-writing campaign opposing the governor’s re-
cent decision to place a hold on construction of the
new state psychiatric hospital in Caro. It’s a deci-
sion that represents a very real threat to the eco-
nomic vitality of not only Caro, but also to
communities throughout this region.

In short, as a local newspaper, it’s our responsi-
bility to print news and a variety of opinions that
we feel are important to our readers, and we be-
lieved making this exception falls in line perfectly
with that mission.

**********

Owen-Gage Junior High students enjoyed a field
trip recently to some local businesses. Mary Ann
Minkler, Administrative Assistant at Owendale-
Gagetown Area Schools, reports their trip started
at Kranz Funeral Home where the owner and op-
erator Deb Kranz spoke to the students about Mor-
tuary Science and her job as a funeral director.
During the trip the students were given a tour of
the funeral home and an explanation of how to plan
a funeral. They also learned about the solar panels
that help supply electricity to the funeral home.  
The next stop was at Ligrow’s Fitness 24/7.  The

students were met by owner and operator John
Ligrow.  He gave an introduction to his fitness
business and allowed the students to use the equip-
ment.  After an hour and a half of working out they
stopped at Charmont and learned to score a bowl-
ing game on paper and bowled a few games.  
They had a great day learning about some of the

local businesses, says Minkler.

**********      

U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow, co-chair of the
Senate Great Lakes Task Force, released a state-
ment recently on the proposed Trump Administra-
tion budget that would make a 90 percent cut to
funding for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative: 
“The Trump Administration just doesn’t get it and

is once again gutting funding for the Great Lakes.
Just like last year, and the year before, the people
of Michigan will make their voices heard and I will
lead the bipartisan fight to restore every penny.”

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, which
Senator Stabenow authored in 2010 and has con-
tinued to champion, is critical to cleaning up the
Great Lakes, beaches, and waterways and fighting
invasive species like Asian carp. According to
the University Research Corridor, more than
700,000 Michigan jobs, one in five in the state, are
tied to water. 
President Trump proposed cutting funding to the

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative in his 2017,
2018, and 2019 budget requests. Senator Stabenow
led the effort to restore that funding all three years. 

**********    

Okay here are the answers to my riddles. First,
the building pictured above is in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin (I didn’t write, we drove to Mount Pleasant,
Michigan). 

Next, the coins totaling 55 cents were a 50 cent
piece and a nickel. (I wrote that one of the coins
wasn’t a nickel – the other coin was). 

Send a message to
Michigan governor
Whether or not they know it, all Tuscola County resi-

dents have a major stake in Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer’s decision to put a hold on construction of the
state’s new psychiatric hospital near Caro.
Fortunately, every resident also has an opportunity to

weigh in on what could be a lasting blow to the region’s
economy by sending a message to Lansing.
It’s as easy as writing a letter encouraging the gover-

nor to reconsider breaking a promise already made to
Tuscola County officials and citizens — and sealed
with funding approved by state officials before she was
elected.
Tuscola County Economic Development (TCEDC) of-

ficials are urging residents to share their views by send-
ing letters in support of keeping the Caro Center here
to: Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, P.O. Box 30013, Lansing,
MI 48909. Calls can also be made to the governor’s of-
fice at (517) 373-3400.

Thumb legislators have already voiced their opposi-
tion to putting the project on hold.

New state Rep. Phil Green (R-Millington), who rep-
resents residents in Tuscola and Huron counties, for
example, cited the potential economic devastation to
the region, given that the Caro Center is the second-
largest employer in Tuscola County, boasting a work-
force of nearly 350 people.
“The Caro Center was chosen for this project because

it is centrally located for more than 80 percent of the
center’s patients and the majority of its employees. Its
650 acres, with access to power and water services,
and existing administration building, make the center
a perfect location for a state psychiatric hospital,
Green said.
“Not only is the governor’s decision bad for workers

and patients, it’s also fiscally irresponsible,” he added.
“The state has already spent over $3 million on the
Caro project, and multiple units of local government
have invested in researching and planning for this proj-
ect. Studies have already been completed. Now the gov-
ernor wants to redo those same studies – wasting
taxpayer dollars that could be better spent elsewhere.”

Green says Whitmer’s decision demonstrates a “bla-
tant disregard for rural Michigan and Thumb residents.
The governor has shown that she is interested only in
helping the residents of areas that were instrumental
in electing her – repeatedly disenfranchising areas of
the state that were not. She eliminated 250 potential
jobs in Ionia, and now hundreds of jobs at Caro.
“All Michigan residents deserve a governor who looks

out for them, not just the ones who voted for her,” he
said.
We couldn’t agree more, but our legislators should not

be expected to challenge the governor alone; every cit-
izen shares that responsibility and obligation to share
their views with those elected to make these decisions.
Voicing your opinion may or may not make the differ-

ence between retaining a stable local economy and sus-
taining an economic hit that, one way or another, will
hit home for all of us.

But Tuscola County residents’ silence on this issue
would speak volumes to an administration that appears
bent on wielding its power for political purposes, and
none of us can afford that.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Christopher M. Stuller, 41,
Mayville, pleaded no contest to
charges of delivery/manufacture
of five to 45 kilograms of mari-
juana or a synthetic equivalent, or
20 to 200 plants Oct. 12, 2017, in
Fremont Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Raymond L. Brigham, 23,
Unionville, pleaded no contest to
three counts of uttering and pub-
lishing., identity theft and steal-
ing/retaining a financial
transaction device without con-
sent of the device-holder between
Sept. 5, 2017, and Oct. 24, 2017,
in Unionville. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jason D. Irons, 49, Caro, was
sentenced to one to 20 years in
prison following his plea of guilty
to violating the Sex Offenders
Registration Act by failing to im-
mediately report a change in ad-
dress, third offense, between Jan.
1, 2017, and Dec. 20, 2017, in
Wells Township. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $258.

*Christopher J. Boone, 48, Vas-
sar, was sentenced to 105 days in
the county jail following his pleas
of no contest to attempted larceny
from a person and domestic vio-
lence, second offense, Aug. 14 in
Vassar.
He was also placed on probation

for 24 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $508.

*Katelynn D. Trisch, 25, Caro,
was sentenced to two to 10 years
in prison following her pleas of no
contest to charges of child abuse,
second degree, assault with a dan-
gerous weapon (felonious assault)
and two counts of operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor – with an occu-
pant under the age of 16 years
Sept. 13 in Caro.

In addition to prison time, she
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $826.

*Mark S. Jacobs, 48, Fostoria,
was sentenced to 109 days in jail
following his plea of no contest to
delivery/manufacture of mari-
juana or a synthetic equivalent
Nov. 29, 2016, in Watertown
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $608 plus attorneys fees of
$250.
*Mark A. Smith, 42, Taylor, was

sentenced to 365 days in jail fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to
domestic violence, third offense,
Oct. 23 in Caro. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $858 plus attorneys fees of
$500.
*Devon M. Jobson, 21, Davison,

was sentenced to 93 days in jail

following his pleas of no contest
to charges of fleeing a police offi-
cer, reckless driving and being a
minor while operating a motor ve-
hicle with any BAC (blood alco-
hol content) Aug. 18 Watertown
Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,058 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.
*Gage M. Harris, 24, Vassar, was

sentenced to one day in jail fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to at-
tempted possession of marijuana
or a synthetic equivalent, second
offense, Feb. 1, 2018, in Mayville.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $385.
*Travis S. Powell, 26, Caro,

pleaded no contest to domestic vi-
olence, third offense, Jan. 11 in
Millington. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Joshua W. Cook, 36, Flint,
pleaded no contest to charges of
receiving and concealing stolen
firearms and possession of a
firearm by a felon between May
19 and May 29 in Vassar Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Gerald R. Paul Jr., 65, Mayville,

pleaded no contest to criminal
sexual conduct, second degree,
July 8 in Dayton Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $30,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Aaron E. Kemp, 32, Unionville,

pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Sept. 18 in Akron Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Joshua E. Lapan, 32,Vassar,
was sentenced to one day in jail
following his pleas of guilty to
charges of possession of mari-
juana or a synthetic equivalent,
subsequent offense, driving while
his license was suspended or re-
voked, subsequent offense, and
operating a motor vehicle with the
presence of a controlled substance
in his body March 29 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $658.
*Randy E. Dibble, 67, Deford,

pleaded no contest to 10 counts of
possession of a firearm by a
felony, and one count of posses-
sion of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony Nov. 3 in
Kingston Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
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����		�� Deputies arrest suspect in Huron 
Co. business burglary last week

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
arrested a Sebewaing man in con-
nection with the break-in of a Se-
bewaing business early last week.

Investigators say they’re contin-
uing to look into whether the sus-
pect may have been involved in
other crimes as well.

Deputies were dispatched to the
Sebewaing Laundromat Sunday
morning (March 10) to investigate
a broken window at the business,
according to Sheriff Kelly J. Han-
son.
“Video surveillance further indi-

cated that a male subject entered
the business around midnight,

which was locked and closed for
the night, and over $500 in coins
were missing,” Hanson said.
“This was not the first time this
business had been broken into ei-
ther; it’s been the scene of other
break-ins over the last couple of
months.

“Two deputies from our office
and a Sebewaing Village police
officer, who came in early to start
his shift due to this incident, fol-
lowed leads and used the surveil-
lance video to obtain a search
warrant for the residence of a Se-
bewaing man living on Sebewaing
Road near Sebewaing,” he added.
“The search of the residence
turned up the coins and other pos-
sible evidence from unsolved

crimes in our county and Tuscola
(County). Several items were
seized.

“Resident Dakota W. Hines was
then arrested by our deputies for
the felony breaking and entering
of the laundromat and taken to our
jail.”
Hines was subsequently formally

arraigned on the charge in Huron
County District Court. He remains
lodged in the county jail on a
$25,000 cash bond.

“Our deputies and officers from
other departments will be working
together in the days to come to see
if the suspect had any roles in any
other unsolved crimes,” Hanson
said.
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SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Can’t wait to get
my hands dirty

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

We’d like to offer kudos to the
folks at Battel’s Sugar Bush, and
not just because the family has
earned its reputation for producing
the tops in home-grown pure
maple syrup in the Cass City area
since 1882. Sue Stuever Battel re-
cently reported that Battel’s has
become the first maple syrup op-
eration in the state to be verified
by the Michigan Agriculture En-
vironmental Assurance Program
(MAEAP).

Cass City DPW Supt. Gary
Barnes reports his crew has spent
the majority of its time this past
month plowing and hauling snow.
Barnes says this winter Cass City
has received approximately 56
inches of snow and village work-
ers have hauled away 1,557 loads
of snow and used 250 tons of salt.
By comparison, last year at this
time the village had accumulated
about 31 inches of snow and used
140 tons of salt. 

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Greg and Carolyn Sparks of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Amanda
Renee Sparks, to James Allan Kil-
bourn, son of Lee Kilbourn of De-
ford and Lynn Kilbourn of Cass
City. Amanda is a 2004 graduate
of Cass City High School. She re-
ceived her associate’s degree in
applied science from Davenport
University in 2006. She currently
resides in Kentucky, pursuing an
education in dental hygiene.
James is a 2002 graduate of Cass
City School. He has received a de-
gree in administrative manage-
ment from Davenport University
in 2006. He currently resides in
Kentucky, and works for a com-
mercial refrigeration company. A
May 16, 2009 wedding is cur-
rently being planned.

Ubly’s Nicole Klee, an account-
ing major at Saginaw Valley State
University (SVSU), was among
dozens of students who recently
participated in a 10-day study trip
to Greece. “We stayed in the city
of Athens the whole time. It was
definitely an exciting spring
break,” commented the 2007 Ubly
High School graduate. Participat-
ing were a group of history stu-
dents, including Klee, along with
choir performers from the univer-
sity and others. Klee, 19, the
daughter of Irvin and Cheryl Klee,
is a sophomore at SVSU, pursuing
a Bachelor of Professional Ac-
countancy Degree.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Sunday, March 13, a pink shower
was given in honor of Sarah Mar-
garet Cummings, the daughter of
Wayne and Brenda Cummings of
Mio. Twenty-six ladies attended
the shower held at the Wesleyan
Church of Elkton. It was given by
Wayne’s sisters, Jean, Connie and
Kathy, and nieces, Jackie and
Amber. Charlene Binder won the
door prize. Sarah received many
nice gifts. Grandparents are
Harold and Doris Cummings of
Gagetown and Bob and Tootie Ca-
vanaugh of Lake Orion.

Jordan Kus announces the birth
of his baby sister, Tessa Rae. She
arrived March 6 at Saginaw Gen-
eral Hospital, weighing 7 pounds,
11 ounces. Her parents are Dale
and Janie Kus. Grandparents are
Jack and Sharron Hartwick of
Cass City, Gloria Erickson of
Lake Linden and Dale Kus of
Beulah, N.D. Great-grandfather is
Arlan Hartwick.

Christopher Allen Fruendt and
Kenneth James Micklash earned
Class Honors and were among
some 5,200 University of Michi-
gan students on the Ann Arbor
campus recognized at the Univer-
sity’s annual Honors Convocation
March 20. A total of 6,027 awards
were recognized at the convoca-
tion. Of the total, 4,893 were Class
Honors, recognizing an under-
graduate academic record equal to
at least half A’s and half B’s for 2
terms (one term for new students)
during 1993.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  
The third birthday of Scott

Buehrly was celebrated Sunday at

“In the Spring a young man’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of
love.”
—Alfred Tennyson, Works of Alfred Lord Tennyson.

Tennyson was right, I suppose, but for me, spring prompts my fancy
to turn to thoughts of the earthy scent and dark, rich color of soil under
my tiller, transplanting seedlings and biting into that first fresh cucum-
ber and juicy tomato of the season.
Is there anything better?
Sure, it might be hard to imagine as I survey the icy pools of water

dotting the landscape around my place yet, but I have a good imagina-
tion.
And I have plenty of company. I know that because anytime I stop at

a store that carries gardening supplies, I’m never alone as I peruse those
racks of garden seeds, shelves packed with potting soil and fertilizer,
and garden tools of every shape and size.

Gardeners are a special breed. Doesn’t matter if you’re a novice or a
master gardener, we all get the same thrill as we watch our vegetable
plants mature and bear fruit that we know we could have purchased for
change, but get more pleasure out of spending dollars (sometimes many
dollars) to produce.
There’s just something about growing your own food, you know?
I used to spend hours and hours starting my own seedlings that I would

later harden off (gradually get them used to being outdoors) and then
transplant. However, I’ve given that up, opting instead to visit green-
houses in the area, where local experts do much of the work and know
the best varieties of just about everything to grow in Michigan.
My advice? Visit all of them and get to know the folks who can really

help you to become a much better gardener. They’re not only good at
what they do – they love what they do.

In the meantime, consider a few of these observations from some
pretty famous gardeners:

*If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need
(Marcus Tullius Cicero).
*The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt, head in the sun, heart with

nature. To nurture a garden is to feed not just the body, but the soul (Al-
fred Austin).

*I grow plants for many reasons: to please my eye or to please my
soul, to challenge the elements or to challenge my patience, for novelty
or for nostalgia, but mostly for the joy in seeing them grow (David Hob-
son).

*A garden requires patient labor and attention. Plants do not grow
merely to satisfy ambitions or to fulfill good intentions. They thrive be-
cause someone expended effort on them (Liberty Hyde Bailey).
*A garden is a grand teacher. It teaches patience and careful watchful-

ness; it teaches industry and thrift; above all it teaches entire trust
(Gertrude Jekyll). She also observed: The love of gardening is a seed
once sown that never dies.

*Gardens are not made by singing ‘Oh, how beautiful,’ and sitting in
the shade (Rudyard Kipling).

*God Almighty first planted a garden. And indeed, it is the purest of
human pleasures (Francis Bacon).
*The garden suggests there might be a place where we can meet nature

halfway (Michael Pollan).
*There is no gardening without humility. Nature is constantly sending

even its oldest scholars to the bottom of the class for some egregious
blunder (Alfred Austin).

*I like gardening — it’s a place where I find myself when I need to
lose myself (Alice Sebold).

*There are no gardening mistakes, only experiments (Janet Kilburn
Phillips).
And, finally, from Abraham Lincoln: The greatest fine art of the future

will be the making of a comfortable living from a small piece of land.

from Cass City friends.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Wm. MacCallum and daughter
Lois, Mrs. Howard MacCallum
and children, Robert, Donna and
Gerald, of Pontiac brought Mrs.
John MacCallum home Saturday
after she had visited relatives in
Pontiac since Dec. 26. On Sunday,
the following relatives enjoyed a
potluck dinner in honor of the
birthdays of Mrs. Howard Mac-
Callum of Pontiac, Mrs. Arnold
MacCallum and son, John, of
Owendale and Mrs. John MacCal-
lum whose birthdays are all in
March; Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Jarvis, Mrs. Maud Jarvis, Mr. and
Mrs. Arnold MacCallum and chil-
dren, all of Owendale, and Mr.
and Mrs. Frank MacCallum and
children of Grant.
Wayne Rabideau, in a recent let-

ter to Clarence Zapfe, also serving
in the Navy, writes that he has
seen a lot of places since joining
the Navy and at present is on duty
in the Pacific. He thinks there is
no place to live like good old
Michigan and that he intends to
come back here after the war, even
though his family has moved to
southern California.

Pfc. Leonard Guinther writes
friends here after arriving in North
Africa a few weeks ago, that he
enjoyed the trip across very much,
that he had visited, among other
places, the cities of Casablanca
and Oran. He says some of the
country over there is very beauti-
ful but that most of the natives
have little or no acquaintance with
soap and water. One thing that
seemed very strange at first was
that even very small children, in-
stead of begging for candy, were
always asking for cigarettes,
though orders were not to give
them any as they are rather scarce
over there. 

100 YEARS AGO (1919)
Dear Parents. Was over to Vignot

this morning for a shower bath
and although ‘twas a bit “shiv-
ery”, I enjoyed it because a bath
once in a while (when you can’t
get it more often) makes a fellow
feel better as well as washes the
cooties off for a few hours) until
we get in bed again, cause they’re
in the blankets. Just had dinner
and came up here run over my
“number” I’m excused from after-
noon drill while we’re studying
our parts for a play we’re going to
give here in the “Y.” I have a book
of songs in which is Harry
Lauder’s best one, “It’s nice to get
up in the morning” When I have
plenty of time I’ll copy words and
send it home for fear I’ll not be
able to bring this book along. I’m
inclosing a dipping from the
“Stars and Stripes” which will
give you a good idea of how the
boys felt when the “Eleventh
Hour” came. You may put it away
‘till I come home. I heard Pedro,
the famous Italian accordion
“wizard,” last night. He used to
play for a big New York show,
also Edison records. Must go; will
write maybe tonight. Your loving
son, PVT. MILLINGTON Mc-
DONALD, Co. F, 139th Inf.,
American Exp. Forces, A. P. O.
743, France.

Dear Friend Herbert: Now, I am
going to write you a few lines just
to let the people of Cass City
know that I have not forgotten
them and that I would like to see
them once more. I won’t write
very much because it is 117 de-
grees in the shade here, so you
know it isn’t pleasant doing any-
thing. Guantanamo Bay is about
one mile square and between two
mountains where we don’t get the
least bit of breeze. We were out in
the Caribbean Sea Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday and never
saw such beautiful water before.
We anchored in a place where the
water was 65 feet deep and so
clear that We could see the white
coral bottom quite distinctly and
all kinds of fish, such as flying
fish, jelly fish, all sizes of sharks
and other kinds that I couldn’t
name. I am sending you a write-
up on our troop down here. I must
close now as I have a little work
to do. Your friend, JOY A. TYO.
U. S. S. Alabama.

“ShowBiz” Pizza in Saginaw. At-
tending the party were Mr. and
Mrs. Larry Buehrly and son
Nathan, Mrs. Dale Buehrly and
Christine Buehrly.

Jackie Hopkins, wife of Pastor
Jerry Hopkins of Bad Axe, was
honored at a baby shower Monday
evening at First Baptist Church.
Fifty-seven attended. The Hop-
kins’ baby, Candiss Sarqmarie,
was born Feb. 13. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Erla re-
turned Tuesday, March 20, after
spending a week in San Francisco
with their son, Rick. The Erlas
toured the area and visited cousins
of Mrs. Erla in San Jose, whom
she had not seen in 36 years. They
also visited her two nephews and
a sister-in-law in Santa Rosa
whom she had never met. 

Ubly High School has an-
nounced honor students for the
class of 1984. Christina Ann Lan-
deryou, daughter of David and
Thelma Landeryou of Ubly, is
valedictorian. Lisa Annette Mess-
ing, daughter of. Richard and Ida
Mae Messing of Ruth, is salutato-
rian. 

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Jackson hon-
ored Mr. and Mrs. Tom Woody
Saturday evening with an open
house farewell party. About 90 at-
tended. Following the open house,
a dinner was also held in their
honor at Sherwood on the Hill,
sponsored by the Gavel Club, of
which Mr. Woody is a member.

Mr. and Mrs. Luis Arroyo of
Cass City and Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Chard of Snover an-
nounce the engagement of their
children, Rebecca Marie, to
Richard James Chard. Becky is a
1977 graduate of Cass City High
School and Rick is a 1971 gradu-
ate of Marlette High School. An
Oct. 13, wedding is planned.

Four area students have been
named to the academic honors list
for the winter quarter at Ferris
State College. They are Susan M.
Asher, Eric J. Frederick and Patri-
cia L. Smuntek, all from Cass
City, and Gregory J. Downing of
Gagetown. To be named, students
had to earn at least a 3.25 grade
point average out of a possible 4.0
and carry at least 14 credit hours
of classes.

Around 35 guests attended a
bridal shower for Susan Bond at
the home of Mrs. Lynn Hurford in
Cass City Sunday afternoon,
given by her attendants. Games
were played and prizes given.
Mrs. Ralph Banby won the door
prize. A buffet lunch was served.
Miss Bond, daughter of Mrs.
Charles Bond, and Greg Arm-
stead, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray
Armstead of Cass City, will be
married in April.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Mr. and Mrs. Darold Robinson
and three children of Evart sur-
prised her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Reginald Walker, with a weekend
visit March 8 and 9. Other guests
of the Walkers for Sunday dinner
were Mr. and Mrs. Herb Hillard
and two children of Harrison, Mr.
and Mrs. Wesley Walker and Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Walker and Lori
Ann.

Army Staff Sergeant Robert E.
MacAlpine, 26, was assigned to
the 25th Infantry Division in Viet-
nam in January. Sgt. MacAlpine
entered the service in September
of 1964 and served three years in
Germany, where he married his
wife Monika. She was residing in
Marlette but has returned to her
native country, Frankfort, Ger-
many, during her husband’s Viet-
nam tour of duty. Sgt. MacAlpine
attended Cass City High School
and is the son of Mrs. Wilma
Wheeler of Snover. He stayed
with Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Fergu-
son of Snover for a number of
years.
Friends and relatives of Mrs. Au-

dley Kinnaird called at her home
Wednesday, March 12, to honor
her 80th birthday. Her nieces,
Mrs. Cliff Proctor and Mrs. J.
Olmsted, came from Flint and
brought a large birthday cake and
gifts. Mrs. Kinnaird also received
many beautiful flowers and plants
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News briefs

Hunger summit set April 13
CASS CITY – “Meating the Need for Our Village” in collaboration
with Michigan State University Extension and the Thumb Food Policy
Council will host the Cass City Hunger Summit Saturday, April 13.

The event is scheduled to run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Cass City
United Methodist Church.

All area youths and adults interested in taking action on hunger and
making their community food secure is welcome to attend the event.
Topics will include what does a hunger-free Cass City look like, the
hunger experience, community strengths and needs assessments, and
forming workgroups to move forward.

Those planning to attend are asked to RSVP by Monday, April 8, by
visiting the website https://tinyurl.com/cchungersummit.

Taste of Thumb set in April
CASS CITY – The Taste of the Thumb Food and Business Expo will
be Thursday, April 4, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Cass City High School.

Sponsored by the Cass City Chamber of Commerce, the event offers
residents an opportunity to learn more about local businesses, sample
food from area restaurants and caterers and learn about community pro-
grams. The activity is a great networking opportunity, according to or-
ganizers, who note there will be literature, brochures and giveaways.

In addition, Revive Ministries will be on hand with a mobile food
pantry. In order to qualify to pick up food, residents must visit all ex-
hibitor booths and complete an evaluation.

Thumb jackpot event slated
SANDUSKY — 4-H and FFA Thumb Jackpot Beef Education Program
officials recently announced the 28th annual Thumb Jackpot Beef Show
will be held Saturday, April 27, at Sanilac County Fairgrounds in San-
dusky.
Exhibitors and their families are invited to participate in a family night

social Friday, April 26, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. for a complimentary dinner
and dessert. 

Sugar queen season on tap
SEBEWAING — Michigan Sugar Company officials are looking for
the next Michigan sugar queen and court.

Applications and full details of the program are available online at
www.michigansugar.com/community/sugar-queen/. 

Applications are due Friday, April 26, with interviews scheduled to
take place Saturday, May 18, in Bay City. A new queen and two atten-
dants will be crowned during the Michigan Sugar Festival in Sebewaing
this June.
After completing the requirements of the program, the queen receives

a $2,000 scholarship and her attendants each receive a $1,000 scholar-
ship.

Food giveaways set in Pigeon 
PIGEON — The Thumb Breadbasket conducts bi-monthly food distri-
butions for Thumb area families at Laker Elementary School.

Distributions take place from 8:30 to 10 a.m. and are scheduled for
the following dates: April 13, June 8, Aug. 10, Oct. 12 and Dec. 14.

Set-up starts at 7 a.m. and clean-up is at 10 a.m. The doors open at 8
a.m., and those in line at 10 a.m. will be served. Participants are asked
to bring bags or boxes to collect and carry food.

For more information, call Gary Wille at (989) 414-0419.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

access to trained staff and proxim-
ity to family and community serv-
ices will be a part of the
reexamination.”
The state’s consultant is expected

to have a recommendation of the
findings by the end of June.

Gordon pointed out that only 30
percent of the Caro Center’s exist-
ing 86 patients live within 75
miles of Caro, suggesting the cur-
rent location creates challenges
for patients and for their families
to be engaged in the treatment
process.
Gordon’s findings are in contrast

to information gathered last year
by county officials in an effort to
convince the state that the new
hospital should remain in Tuscola
County.

At the time of that study, in late
2017, the center had about 150 pa-
tients and there was a waiting list
of about 200 more.
“I believe the same talking points

that were made before to keep the
hospital in Caro are still valid.
About 80 percent of the people
housed in Caro come from the
south and east, so moving the hos-
pital is not an advantage,” said Dr.
Edward Canfield of Sebewaing, a
former state representative who
assisted in gathering and present-
ing information to the lawmakers
who ultimately decided to keep
the hospital in Caro.

“About 70 percent of the staff
live within 30 miles, and how are
you going to find the talented
workers if it is moved?” Canfield
said. “There is state land avail-
able. The plans have been drawn,
and not every community wel-
comes a psychiatric hospital. I
think those points will prevail.”

Canfield indicated he believes
the move to delay the project
stems from that fact that Whitmer,
Gordon, some newly-elected law-
makers and others were not part of
the previous decision-making
process. “I think they are second
guessing,” he added.

Newly-elected state Rep. Phil
Green (R-Millington) was among
the legislators to immediately
question Whitmer’s actions.

“The governor’s decision to
pause the Caro Center project is
devastating to our community. As
the second-largest employer in
Tuscola County, this will shatter
the lives of over 300 dedicated
employees at the center,” said
Green. “Not only is the governor’s
decision bad for workers and pa-
tients, it’s also fiscally irresponsi-

ble. The state has already spent
over $3 million on the Caro proj-
ect and multiple units of local
government have invested in re-
searching and planning for this
project.
“Studies have already been com-

pleted. Now the governor wants to
redo those same studies — wast-
ing taxpayer dollars that could be
better spent elsewhere.”

Tuscola County leaders worked
tirelessly to gather information on
the economic importance the cen-
ter has on the Thumb region, ac-
cording to Green, who noted a
comprehensive report detailed the
loss of the facility would mean a
$57 million loss of revenue, and
the loss of about 600 direct and in-
direct jobs.
“I am disgusted at the blatant dis-

regard for rural Michigan and
Thumb residents. The governor
has shown that she is interested
only in helping the residents of
areas that were instrumental in
electing her – repeatedly disen-
franchising areas of the state that
were not,” Green said. “She
(Whitmer) eliminated 250 poten-
tial jobs in Ionia and now hun-
dreds of jobs at Caro,” he
continued. 

State and county officials gath-
ered last fall for a groundbreaking
at the site of the $115 million,
225,000-square foot Caro Psychi-
atric Hospital. The 200-bed facil-
ity was expected to create 150
new jobs, and to be completed in
2021.
News that might not happen now

reached far beyond Lansing to
Washington, D.C.

“I am concerned about reports
that Governor Whitmer’s admin-
istration is delaying construc-
tion…of the 200-bed psychiatric
hospital in Caro,” said Congress-
man Paul Mitchell (MI-10).
“Rural communities in the Thumb
rely on facilities like this for both
mental health care and jobs.”
Mitchell said he plans to do what

he can to keep the project in Caro.
“In the coming days, I will speak

more with local community lead-
ers and will attempt to speak to
Gov. Whitmer to seek an explana-
tion for why her administration
would make this financially irre-
sponsible decision to delay con-
struction,” Mitchell added.

Tuscola County Economic De-
velopment Corporation (TCEDC)
officials say development of the
new psychiatric hospital is di-
rectly linked to the economic de-
velopment future of the county for
generations to come.

And, they’re asking if the delay
and possible relocation of the hos-
pital will turn out to be another
promise made by the state and not
kept.
A few months ago, the state said

it would give parts of the hospi-
tal’s 650 acres to the county if
they would develop a land bank so
the county could sell the land. The
county jumped through all of the

hoops to develop a land bank, and
then state officials decided to keep
the property and sell it instead.

The Caro Center is one of five
state psychiatric hospitals. It treats
adults with serious mental ill-
nesses, those who are deemed not
competent to stand trial, and the
criminally insane.
Hoagland along with Tuscola In-

termediate School District Super-
intendent Gene Pierce, former
Caro City Manager Ryan Piche,
TCEDC Director Steve Erickson,
former county Commissioners
Craig Kirkpatrick and Matthew
Bierlein, and commission Chair-
man Thom Bardwell went to
Lansing in May 2017 to meet with
former Health and Human Serv-
ices Director Nick Lyon to plead
their case for building the hospital
in the county.
In June 2017, state officials gave

their blessing to fund replacement
of the 106-year-old facility in
Caro. Work on the new hospital
has already begun, with some
structures demolished last fall to
make way for the new facility.
The state has already spent about

$3 million on the project so far,
doing another evaluation of what
has previously been done will in-
crease the cost, said Hoagland.

After the groundbreaking, pro-
viding water to the new facility
became an issue because the city
of Caro and Indianfields Town-
ship could not reach an agreement
to spend $2.4 million to extend a
water line 1.9 miles. As a result,
county commissioners stepped in,
hiring an engineer at a cost of
$5,000 to determine if a viable so-
lution can be found by using ex-
isting wells at the Caro Center.

“They have determined it is vi-
able to use the water that is there
with some upgrades and at a much
lower cost,” Hoagland said, not-
ing the county has put a lot of
time, money and effort into the
project. “We will have to go back
over everything that we’ve previ-
ously done to show keeping the
center here is the best option, and
that the staff and resources are
here.”

The governor’s Press Secretary
Tiffany Brown reiterated Gor-
don’s statements regarding why
the state is stepping back to
reevaluate the proposed location
for the new hospital.
“This is $115 million of taxpayer

dollars we are proposing to spend
and we owe it to each and every
one of them to ensure any hospital
is constructed in the most appro-
priate location, providing the
greatest access to patients and
staff,” Brown said.
“While there have been some ex-

penditures on design, develop-
ment and demolition of some
unused buildings at the site, build-
ing has not commenced,” she
added. “The administration will
use this opportunity to ensure that
those funds are directed to their
best use.”

Continued from page one.

Hold on hospital construction stuns county 

AMONG THOSE attending the groundbreaking

for the new $115 million Caro Psychiatric Hospital

last fall were (from left) former state officials,

Michigan Department of Technology Management

and Budget Director David DeVries, state Rep. Dr.

Edward Canfield, Gov. Rick Snyder, Senator Mike

Green and Michigan Department of Health and

Human Services Director Nick Lyons.
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KIELISZEWSKI IS interviewed after being pre-

sented with an Excellence in Education award from

the Michigan Lottery.

he also has coached track and
cross country.

The Michigan Lottery estab-
lished the Excellence in Education
awards in 2014 to recognize out-
standing public school educators
across the state during the school
year.

Winners of the weekly award re-
ceive a plaque, a $1,500 cash prize
and a $500 grant to their class-
room, school or school district.
One of the weekly winners will be
selected as the Educator of the
Year and will receive a $10,000
cash prize.
Kieliszewski, who worked in re-

tail for four years, said he decided
to make education his career after
serving as a math tutor at a com-
munity college that he was attend-
ing and finding that he had a talent
for teaching and enjoyed it.

He said that his favorite part of
being an educator is “working
with young people and being
around all the energy that they
have.  My days are never the
same.  Each day brings new expe-
riences and challenges.”

Kieliszewski said his students
motivate him to do his best every
day.

“I feel it’s my duty to provide as
many educational experiences as
possible for my students,” he
added. “Although our school is in
a rural area, I feel it’s important to
provide my students the same ex-
periences that they get in larger
schools.”
The father of two former students

and a volunteer for the Ubly
FIRST Robotics team nominated
Kieliszewski for the Excellence in
Education award, saying
Kieliszewski “is a person who is
meant to be a teacher.

“He has a sense of wonderment
and enthusiasm for learning that
excites and motivates the students.
He talks to the students as people,
not as kids that know less than
him.  Walking down the school
hallways, he is continually greeted
by students with smiles on their
faces,” he said, noting
Kieliszewski has been voted
‘Teacher of the Year’ by the Ubly
High School students many times.
“Even though I have owned busi-

nesses for 27 years, working 55 to
60 hours a week, it still astounds
me how much energy, enthusiasm
and time Stew puts into his stu-
dents and after school activities,”
the nominator continued.

He also quoted one of his sons,
who said that when Kieliszewski
“announced to us that he was
looking into starting a FIRST ro-
botics team, I was unbelievably
excited.  At that point I was pretty
involved with band and Quiz
Bowl, but being a part of that team
gave me something to truly love
and be proud of.

“It gave me a place to learn
things I wouldn’t have otherwise
had the opportunity to. Stew even
made and taught an entirely new
class at Ubly to help us students
learn about woodworking, robot-
ics and so much more.  He really
went above and beyond for us and
never gave up when times were
tough.  On top of all that, he’s just
a genuinely fun, likable guy who
always got along with and did a
great job teaching students, and
I’m very happy to have had him
there.”
The nomination described FIRST

Robotics as a very intensive engi-
neering competition. Games are
revealed to over 5,000 teams on
the first weekend in January, then
they have six weeks to analyze the
game, design and build a robot to
compete.

“As a mentor, I probably put in
150 to 200 hours after school and
on weekends during the build pe-
riod, and Stew puts in more than
that,” the nominator commented.
“Now, add on the fact that this is

a self-funded activity. It costs
$5,000 just to be in the two district
competitions, plus $4,000 for state
competition and an additional
$4,000 for world competition. The
school does help us, but in 2016
we spent somewhere around
$18,000 for the season with fuel
and other traveling expenses.
Stew spends a tremendous amount
of time and energy on fund-raising
for the team.

“Stewart has developed a group
of dedicated mentors for the ro-
botics program, and all of us look
up to him,” the nominator added.
“We all know he will be honest
and do the right thing for us and
the students.  The students know
they can trust him.  We all also

Continued from page one.

Ubly teacher honored for excellence
know that he is just a phone call,
text, or email away if we need
him.”

Over the past two years,
Kieliszewski has helped develop
a VEX robotics program at Ubly
schools.  VEX provides kits re-
sembling erector sets to help intro-
duce younger students to the
world of competitive robotics and
STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math) concepts.

“I am also happy to report that
Ubly has more girls than boys in-
volved in these programs, partly
because of how comfortable they
are with Stewart,” the nominator
wrote, adding that in the new class
that his son described,
Kieliszewski teaches students
practical life skills such as “how
to use hand and power tools,
measuring with calipers, using
voltage testers and multi-meters,
soldering, how to do house
wiring, and much more.

“He spends free time going to
garage sales, using his own money
to buy things he can use in the
classroom.  I have seen him buy
non-working weed eaters, then
having the students tear them
apart and repair them, learning
how engines work.

“A couple of years ago, he ap-
plied for and received a grant to
purchase a 3D printer for the
school.  Over the past couple of
years, he has bought three nearly
identical Craftsman band saws.
Two of them had the same non-
functioning part, which was no
longer available from Sears,” the
nominator noted. “Stewart took
the good part off of the third one
and had his students reproduce it
with the 3D printer, showing them
how to problem solve with tech-
nology.
“I recently stopped by his house,

and in his garage he was mounting
a toilet on a wooden frame with a
tank under it, with a small pump
to recirculate water.  He planned

on teaching ‘Toilet Technology’ to
his class!  Seriously, how many
teachers would think of (or be
willing) to do that?”

Kieliszewski also teaches a
media class. In conjunction with
the responsibility, he attends many
sporting events, band concerts,
school plays and a host of other
school activities, helping his stu-
dents learn how to use recording
and lighting equipment in real-life
situations. Plus, he is a substitute
bus driver, sometimes driving
routes at the last minute, before or
after school.
“Stewart is a juggernaut of posi-

tive energy that any school would
be proud to have,” the nominator
said.

Kieliszewski earned a Bachelor
of Science Degree at Central
Michigan University and a mas-
ter’s degree in educational leader-
ship at Saginaw Valley State
University.  He has been an edu-
cator for 27 years, the last 25 with
the Ubly Community Schools.

The Michigan Lottery’s Excel-
lence in Education award nomi-
nees are evaluated on the
following criteria:

*Excellence – Their work con-
sistently helps students and/or
their schools or school districts
advance to higher levels of aca-
demic achievement.
*Dedication – They consistently

go above and beyond expectations
to help students succeed.

*Inspiration – Their work in-
spires others around them to ex-
ceed expectations either
academically or professionally.
*Leadership – They demonstrate

clear leadership skills in their po-
sitions with their school or school
districts.

*Effectiveness – The nominee’s
work has clear and positive results
on the educational advancement
of students within the school or
school district.

New trial date for
suspect charged in
Cass City stabbing 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City man charged in the stabbing of an acquaintance in Cass
City last summer will now be going to trial in May unless he accepts a
plea offer from the Tuscola County Prosecutor’s Office by a new dead-
line.
The case stems from a late-night confrontation that turned violent July

19 between the defendant, Cal Bradley Richards, 31, Cass City, and an-
other man. Richards allegedly stabbed the victim multiple times.
The assault took place just after 11 p.m. in the area of Pine and Brooker

streets. Police said the confrontation took place in the street, and that
the two men new each other.
Richards felt the victim had allegedly taken something that belong to

him months prior to the assault, according to reports. Police said alcohol
was involved in the confrontation, which escalated to the point in which
Richards allegedly pulled out a small folding knife with a three- to four-
inch blade and stabbed the victim multiple times in the upper torso – in
front and behind.

The victim, identified only as a 37-year-old Cass City resident, was
transported to a hospital where he underwent surgery and was recover-
ing from his wounds.

Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene subsequently charged
Richards with assault with intent to murder and assault with intent to
do great bodily harm, both felonies, punishable by up to life in prison
or any term of years, and up to 10 years in prison, respectively.

Richards also faces charges of tampering with evidence and lying to
a peace officer involved in a violent crime investigation.

Richards’ bond was set at $500,000 cash. He remains lodged in the
Tuscola County Jail.
A jury trial expected to last three to four days is scheduled to get un-

derway Tuesday, May 14, but he could avoid a trial altogether if he en-
ters a plea by April 29, according to court records. Richards was
previously scheduled to go to trial at the end of February.

Richards’ girlfriend, Ashley Elizabeth-Michelle Smith, 31, of Cass
City, was also charged in the case in circuit court and has since been
convicted and sentenced to 365 days in the county jail.
Smith, who pleaded no contest to two counts of lying to a peace officer

conducting a violent crime investigation, was also placed on probation
for 24 months and ordered to pay court costs and fines totaling $1,026.

Court records state the charges levied against Smith stemmed from
“her knowledge of a knife in her residence that had the presence of
human blood (on it) after being used in an assault and/or her knowledge
of moving the same knife into or within the residence to hinder the in-
vestigation being conducted by the Cass City Police Department and
Michigan State Police.”
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HAILI GUSA of the Ubly FFA was recently elected

as the 2019-20 state FFA president during the 91st

annual Michigan State FFA Convention, making

her the highest-ranking officer elected from Ubly in

the chapter’s 82-year history.

CASS CITY 4-H members (from left) Matthew

Danks, Addy Battel and Tiana Tageson were all

among this year’s Michigan FFA Outstanding Jun-

ior Award recipients.

Addy Battel

Dori Battel

Cass City, Ubly FFA
members shine during
91st state convention

Thumb FFA members repre-
sented the area well during the
91st annual Michigan FFA State
Convention on the campus of
Michigan State University in East
Lansing.

Among the highlights was the
election of Haili Gusa of the Ubly
FFA as the 2019-20 state FFA
president, making her the highest-
ranking officer elected from Ubly
in the chapter’s 82-year history.

Gusa also earned first-place in
the 2019 Extemporaneous Public
Speaking contest.

Among the 367 Outstanding Jun-
ior Award recipients recognized
this year, Addy Battel of the Cass
City FFA Chapter was named top
outstanding junior, and Grant
Geiger of the Ubly FFA was hon-
ored as the state runner-up.

Outstanding junior honors also
went to Cass City’s Tiana Tageson
and Matthew Danks, who re-
ceived a bronze medal for beef
production proficiency during the
convention.

Both Addy Battel and her sister,
Dori Battel, will be competing at

the national FFA level in the fall,
with Addy named the state winner
in the Agricultural Communica-
tions Proficiency, and Dori earn-
ing top honors with her animal
science research project.

Addy, meanwhile, finished in
second place with her animal sci-
ence research project, and was the
third-place winner in the Prepared
Public Speaking competition, re-
ceiving a gold award. Earning a
silver award in the same competi-
tion was Bethany Gorrowicz of
the Ubly FFA Chapter.

Also during the convention, the
Ubly FFA Chapter was the runner-
up (gold award) in the Parliamen-
tary Procedures contest, and also
earned a gold award in the
Demonstration contest.
FFA members receiving their sil-

ver awards for their state FFA de-
grees included Rebekka Foster,
Nolan Murray and Adam Weber,
all of the Ubly FFA Chapter.

And, a pair of Cass City musi-
cians, Marissa Petiprin Ball and
Isabella Hill, performed with this
year’s Michigan FFA State Band.

Grant Geiger

Couple faces animal cruelty charge
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Huron County husband and
wife are facing criminal charges in
connection with one of two ani-
mal cruelty investigations con-
ducted by the Huron County
Sheriff’s Department earlier this
month.

Jody L. Woodruff, 35, and Stan-
ley E. Woodruff II, 34, both of
Kinde, were formally charged
with abandoning/cruelty to two to
three animals – a one-year misde-
meanor — in Huron County Dis-
trict Court last week.

The couple was released on a
$3,000 personal recognizance
bond and were ordered to appear
in future court proceedings.

The charges stem from a March
4 investigation at a residence on
Moeller Road in Huron Township
after someone relayed an anony-
mous tip indicated there were four
dogs without proper food, housing
or care.

“Sgt. James Hunt arrived at the
residence to find all dogs sepa-
rately chained, with one dog lay-
ing in a wide-open plastic piece of
what may have been part of a dog
house, with little bedding, and
shivering in the below zero-de-
gree weather,” Huron County
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said.

“Another dog was found with a
dog house that had openings
where the wind could pass di-
rectly through, and another dog —
believed to be pregnant — was
found with a chain too short (and)
couldn’t even get into its house.
The fourth dog was found having
a decent dog house, but all four
had no food or water.”

A veterinarian was called to the
scene to assess the animals’ phys-
ical conditions. Three of the four
dogs were found to be malnour-
ished, with one severely malnour-
ished and in poor health. All of the
animals were taken to the Thumb
Animal Shelter.

Hanson later reported that the
pregnant dog gave birth to five
puppies. “It is believed the pup-
pies would have never survived if

mother would have had to remain
outside,” he said.

A day earlier, March 3, sheriff’s
Deputy Steve Bismack was dis-
patched to Verona Township to in-
vestigate allegations that a man
was physically abusing his dog.

Bismack was asked to contact
four individuals “who alleged to
have witnessed a man beating a
hunting dog with what they de-
scribed as a piece of garden hose
on Verona Road,” said Hanson,
who added the witnesses also told
the deputy that the man “threw the

dog against the side of a pickup
box.

“After looking into the incident
over a period of a couple hours,
Deputy Bismack was eventually
able to make contact with that
man, who is a 62-year-old man
from Ubly. After talking with him
about the incident, the dog was
checked on and found to be doing
well and appearing not to need
any medical attention,” Hanson
said.
The sheriff noted charges are ex-

pected to be filed in the incident.

chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS), serving as president in
2018-19, and a member of the student council, serving as executive
board vice president in 2018-19.

Haire has also excelled in athletics, earning a host of accolades, in-
cluding: Greater Thumb West (GTW) first- and second-team all-con-
ference honors in volleyball; all-region honors in volleyball; second
team all-conference honors in cross country; honorable mention in bas-
ketball and softball; second-team all-conference and all-district honors
in softball; Golden Glove Award in softball; athlete of the week (twice);
captain of the volleyball, basketball and softball teams (2016-19); re-
gional qualifier in cross country; and academic all-conference honors
in volleyball, basketball and softball (2016-19).

Elected the Cass City Homecoming queen in 2018, Haire has served
as a summer day camp counselor, blood drive manager and prom com-
mittee member. She has also devoted many hours to volunteer work
with the Cass City Mentoring Program, Cass City Christmas in the Vil-
lage celebration, annual basketball and softball clinics, and as a football
and basketball concessions staffer.
Haire is now gearing up for her freshman year at Michigan State Uni-

versity, where she plans to earn a bachelor’s degree in political science,
and then pursue a degree in law.

Krol, the daughter of Joe and Jamie Krol, has been active in Cass
City’s music program as a member of the marching band for five years,
symphony band and jazz band. She has also been a recipient of the Di-
rector’s Award and recognition for her selection as a member of the Tri-
County Honors Band for four years.
Also involved in athletics, Krol has been a member of the volleyball,

basketball and softball teams, earning honorable mention in volleyball.
She was named an academic all-conference selection in all three sports.
In addition, Krol is a member of the NHS, student council and mentor

program. She is also a junior church teacher/helper and youth group
member.

Krol’s future plans include attending Cornerstone University, Grand
Rapids, where she has already been awarded a President’s Scholarship
and a Pastor’s Scholarship. She plans to major in psychology.

Honor graduates

Seniors who will also graduate with honors include the following stu-
dents with GPAs of 3.5 or higher:

Emilee Bruno, Alexandria Crase, Danika Focken, Jesse Goniwicha,
Lauren Grady, Brittany Hamilton, Mason Hartsell, Lukas Hayes, Shane
Hoppe, Sidney Lintner, Harlie Mallory, Layna Mathewson, Rebecca
Morrish, Hailey Schmotzer and Lucas Stern.

Graduating with GPAs of 3.0 to 3.49 are:
Zackary Beecher, Jared Blattner, Zachary Brunke, Dylan Crase, Za-

ckary Essex, Janell Guerra, DeeDee Haley, Alexandria Jaster, Kayla
Koepf, Hayden Larkin, Jarod Naegele, Anthony Pawloski, Taryn Thorn-
ton and Race Woloshen.

Continued from page one.

Haire, Krol top class of 2019

THE ARRIVAL OF spring weather brings out a variety

of critters in the Thumb, including skunks, a common

sight this time of year as they spend more time away

from their dens, searching for food and potential mates.

The skunk mating season begins in February and con-

tinues through March, but the omnivores also devote

many daylight hours to rooting around lawns for nuts,

earthworms, grubs and anything else they can find.
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Pastor’s Corner

The day my momma died was
one of my most treasured memo-
ries!  Now, let me explain that re-
mark.  First a little background of
my mother.  Momma’s parents
separated when she was a small
child.  Both remarried (her dad
married 5 times total).  She lived
mostly with her dad and a step-
mother but did also live with her
mother and her new husband for a
while.  She married my dad who
was 30 years older than she was
when she was 19 or 20 years
old.  I was the youngest of 4 chil-
dren and I am 4 1/2 years younger
than my oldest sibling.  Momma
really had her hands full to say the
least!  

She had many emotional and
mental problems.  As a child I
have very few memories of her
doing normal motherly things
such as cooking, cleaning, laundry
etc.  I only remember once as a
child going shopping with
her.  She bought me a new dress
(one of very few new items I ever
owned as a child).  Most of my
memories as a child were of her
locking herself in her bedroom
(most of the day) and saying very
little other than an occasional
(grinding of the teeth type) of
groan or murmur.  Yet, all in all
she was a very spiritual person
who had extremely deep convic-
tions.  I think she felt like the bur-
den of lost souls was her
responsibility and spent much

time in silent prayer.  If she heard
about someone who had died she
blamed herself for not praying
more for them.  She loved to sing
and could harmonize well. When
she was not locked away in her
bedroom, she could often be heard
singing hymns.  She never sang
any other type of songs.

We lived in a 3 room house in-
cluding a living room, small
kitchen and Momma’s bed-
room.  Until I was 7 years old I
slept in a baby crib next to the pot
belly wood stove.  Daddy would
stoke the fire well before bed so I
had a hard time getting to sleep
because I was so warm, but before
morning I would be half frozen as
the fire slowly died out.

For some reason, Momma used
to keep me home from school a
lot.  She would say, Joyce, why
don’t you stay home today you
don’t look like you feel too
good.  I was pleased to do so be-
cause I hated school.  (Not too
many little girls like to go to
school in ragged dirty clothes with
unkempt hair)  But the strange
thing was, when I stayed home
she would usually just lock herself
away and not even answer me
when I would call her name.  If I
ask her a question like “what can
I do?” or “what can I eat?”, she
would normally respond in an
angry sounding voice and say ,
“Go for a walk!!”  or “Have some
crackers!!” 

Anyway, Momma was a puz-
zle.......  I often felt like I was rais-
ing her, not the other way
around.  Yes, she did some strange
things and sometimes it was hard
to believe she was really a Chris-
tian even though she did know
quite a bit about the Bible and
every Hymn in the book.  My Dad
would get so mad at her because
she would not get in the driver’s
seat of his old car so he could push
it to get it started (even if it was
only in the yard) because she did
not have a driver’s license.  (I
mean, she really had convictions
of right and wrong.....)
As I grew older and got married

and had a family of my own, she
continued her changeable behav-
ior.  Sometimes I was actually
afraid of her because she did some
really weird stuff.  Oh, she never
was physically abusive, but just
did some uncommonly strange
things!
My Dad passed away when our
oldest daughter was almost 2
years old, and Momma seemed
for a while to lighten up a little as
time went on.  She got her driver’s
license and a car and would gad
about to town and lots of garage
sales.  (She never did anything
like that when I was a child at
home).  

To cut this story short, I will get
back to explaining my opening
line.  When she was 69 years old
the doctor said she had kidney

failure and chronic heart disease.
She spent her last few weeks at
my oldest sister’s house under
hospice care.  The last couple
weeks she was almost in a coma-
tose state.  Her kidneys had shut
down and there was no moisture
anywhere.  Her mouth was so dry
inside it looked like cotton balls
building up in there.  Then one
evening my oldest sister and our
brother were sitting around her
bedside singing hymns but we
were not even sure she knew we
were there.  Her glazed eyes
looked off in a distance.  Then my
sister noticed a change and mo-
tioned to my brother and I to come
closer.  Momma began to smile
and tears came down her cheeks!
She was saying something over
and over but we couldn’t really
hear what she said.  I could tell it
was two syllable words.  Some-
how I was sure she was calling the
names of my two sisters and
brother (All two syllables) and I
anxiously awaited for at least one
mention of my One-Syllable
Name (JOYCE).  But it was two
syllables only….  Then my sister
said, “Momma, do you see
Jesus?”  She beamed the sweetest
ear to ear smile and shook her
head yes and the tears kept com-
ing!  What a thrill it was to wit-
ness Momma seeing Jesus,
Standing at the Father’s right hand
to welcome her home!  Yes she
SAW Jesus, and it was His Pre-

cious two-syllable Name she was
repeating over and over, not the
two-syllable names of my three
siblings!  He is REAL my friend!
He is waiting to welcome HOME
each of His Children who have
Received Him as Saviour and
Lord and are longing for His glo-
rious appearing!  Oh, what a day
that will be!

I hope those who took time to
read this article were encouraged
to know that even when we don’t
truly understand, God does!  And
He is able to save those who put
their trust in Him!  He will be
there waiting for us when it is our
turn to go Home!   

In Christ, For Christ and
Through Christ,

Joyce Hazzard

Trusting in the Lord when it’s time to go Home

Joyce Hazzard
Pastor’s wife

Potter’s House
Christian Fellowship
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Gary Bader   989-553-0236

Buying or Selling?

Call for all your real 
estate needs
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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Continued from page one.

Future of Tuscola County 
Development at Risk!

economy to estimate the economic contribution
of the Caro Center on the Tuscola County econ-
omy.
Relying on the most recent data available, the
Caro Center had $8,951,400 in direct operational
expenditures. This amount of expenditures is
comprised of food, drugs, fuel, utilities, contract
services, supplies, and materials expenses. The
pay range of the 349 professionals of the Caro
Center is approximately $16 per hour to $88 per
hour. The annual payroll of the Caro Center em-
ployees is $13 million. Approximately 244 or
70% of Caro Center employees live in Tuscola
County.

The Caro Center currently treats patients who
along with employees make local purchases from
various retailers. Working with a conservative
average of $20 per week for patients and employ-
ees, this provides an annual expenditure of ap-
proximately $519,000 per year. With the
conservative assumption that patients have at
least one person visiting them on a monthly basis
and visitors are making expenditures for meals
and lodging, this translates into a direct expendi-
ture of $174,600 per year.

The $8,951,400 in direct expenditures for the
Caro Center translates to an indirect economic
impact of $26,585,658. The indirect economic
impact for the Caro Center is factored using the
accepted psychiatric hospital economic impact,

whereas for every dollar in direct expenditures,
Tuscola County economies realize $2.97. Using
the accepted psychiatric hospital economic im-
pact model concerning the $518,960 per year in
retail purchase expenditures of the Caro Center
patients and employees, this translates to an in-
direct economic impact of $1,541,311 per year
for the Tuscola County economy

The direct employment of 349 jobs for the Caro
Center translates to an employment impact of
more than 747 jobs that is for every job that
presently exists at the Caro Center, 2.14 jobs are
created in the Tuscola County labor market.
Concerning the 244 Caro Center employees who
live in Tuscola County, this translates to a total
employment impact of more than 522 jobs. The
direct employee compensation of $13 million for
the Caro Center translates to approximately
$25,090,000 in total employee compensation per
year. The total monetary economic impact of the
Caro Center is approximately $53,700,000 per
year. This monetary amount is derived from the
total amounts achieved through the economic in-
direct impacts of the Caro Center.

Should the commitment made by the legislature
for the new psychiatric hospital expansion not
happen or should the Caro Center be closed, this
would present an extremely devastating eco-
nomic impact for Tuscola County and its fami-
lies' prosperity for years to come.

It is important for local business people and Tuscola County families to come together and
to have a unified voice speaking for the future of our County.  

Show your support for the future by contacting Governor Whitmer by phone or mail.

By mail at P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI 48909 or via phone call at 517-373-3400

Thank you from Colleen (Leslie) Englehart’s Family

To everyone involved with the Spaghetti Dinner  
Benefit in support of Colleen on March 9th:

We are completely overwhelmed by the love, support, and 
generosity you have shown to us in this very difficult time.  

We thank each and every one of you from the bottom  
of our hearts. Please know that your attendance and/or 

donations mean the world to us.

May God bless you all.

Caro Psychiatric Hospital Plans 

HILLS & DALES 

CARO FAMILY PRACTICE
OPENING MARCH 25!

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
EVENINGS HOURS AND WALK-INS WELCOME

4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121

www.hdghmi.org

Christine Hendersen, FNP-CDr. Blake Putman

Hours: Monday - Friday 8am - 8pm

989-672-1399
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numbers fall by hundreds of youngsters – losing an average of 3.7 per-
cent of the district’s student population annually since the 2005-06
school year, when the district boasted 1,500 students. In 2001-02, Cass
City had more than 1,600 kids enrolled.

In contrast, school officials three years ago reported the district had
fewer than 1,000 students for the first time in memory. The latest student
count, conducted last month, revealed a local student enrollment of
about 973 kids, 15 fewer students compared to last fall, but five more
kids compared to a year ago. However, Hartel said Monday the number
has since dipped by 10 kids.

Enrollment plays a key role in school funding from the state, which
“blends” student counts conducted twice a year by districts; once in
February and again the following October.  The state’s blending formula
places the greatest emphasis on the fall count, which is worth 90 percent
of the total.

The blended enrollment number is multiplied by schools’ foundation
allowances to determine how much revenue they will receive for the
year. The Cass City Public Schools, for example, received $7,871 per
student for the 2018-19 school year.

Hartel expressed cautious optimism while outlining Michigan Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s first executive budget, released earlier this month.
The state spending plan includes a proposed increased foundation al-

lowance of $235 million, which would provide an increase of $120 to
$180 per pupil for schools to fund basic classroom and operational ex-
penses. The increase would also continue to close the equity gap be-
tween schools at the minimum and maximum foundation allowances,
bringing the gap down to $478 per student.
“This is just a first draft,” Hartel said, noting the final budget may look

different once the House and Senate have had their say.
If Whitmer’s proposal stands, however, schools on the lower end of

the funding spectrum, including Cass City, would see a $180-per-pupil
funding hike, from $7,871 to $8,051 per student. For Cass City, that
adds up to an additional $176,500 based on this year’s blended student
count.
Hartel said Whitmer’s budget also calls for increased spending in other

areas, including additional funding of $120 million for special education
students, $102 million for at-risk students, and $50 million for CTE stu-
dents.

In addition, the recommendation provides for an expansion of the
Great Start Readiness Program in the amount of $85 million, making
preschool programs available to more students across the state and im-
proving the programs in place today. The budget plan is also designed
to jumpstart early literacy initiatives with an investment of $24.5 million
to triple the number of state-funded literacy coaches in schools, accord-
ing to state officials.

Finances focus of
school board meet
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