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Citizens asked to
weigh in on new

water tower design

Page 16

Condom distribution
staying out of Caro

library for now

Page 6

MARK BATTEL explains the process of boil-

ing sap down to maple syrup to a couple during

a past Maple Syrup Saturday Open House at

the Battel Sugar Bush, located a few miles

northeast of Cass City. This year’s open house

is scheduled for Saturday, March 23, from 10

a.m. to 2 p.m.

MEMBERS OF the Sanilac County Sheriff’s De-

partment Uniform Services Division and Dive

Team, in conjunction with the U.S. Coast Guard,

conducted two days of ice rescue training last week

at Sandusky Woodland Hills Golf Course. See story,

page 12.

Sweet harbinger
of spring

Marijuana,
pay hikes
on agenda

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Elkland Township Board
adopted a set of pay increases and
began the process of tackling the
question of whether or not to
allow retail recreational marijuana
businesses to set up shop in the
township during a recent regular
monthly meeting.
Township Clerk Ed LaBelle said

the board approved raises of two
percent for board officers, the fire
chief, cemetery sexton and crew,
and zoning administrator. In addi-
tion, officials approved a motion
to boost the hourly pay of the
township’s volunteer fire fighters
by a quarter. They currently earn
minimum wage.

The salaries for township board
members are now: supervisor,
$12,948; clerk and treasurer,
$20,646; and trustees, $2,456.

The cemetery sexton’s pay in-
creases to $17,340, while assistant
sexton will earn $11.50 an hour
and crew members, $9.80 an hour.

The annual pay for zoning ad-
ministrator was increased to
$9,200, while the fire chief will
earn $8,784 per year.

Please turn to page 8.

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Take heart, winter-weary res-
idents of the Thumb; at least
two harbingers of spring are
approaching quickly.

Aside from Sunday, March
10, when Daylight Saving
Time returns to Michigan,
March is a busy month in
sugar bushes across the state,

where a harvest of sweet sap will
soon yield fresh batches of pure
maple syrup – an average of
90,000 gallons a year statewide.

It’s spring’s typical weather pat-
tern of cold nights followed by
mild days that are vital to a suc-
cessful and bountiful harvest of
maple sap, and members of the
Battel family, whose Cass City
area sugar bush has been churning
out the sap used to create their

trademark fresh, pure maple
syrup for 137 years, are gearing
up to welcome spring the way
they have for more than a
decade — by inviting area res-
idents to once again take part in
a rite of the season during
Maple Syrup Saturday.
This year’s 11th annual Maple

Syrup Saturday Open House
hosted by the Battles is slated
for Saturday, March 23, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Bob Battel, a fifth-generation
member of the Battel family
maple syrup tradition, says it
appears Mother Nature may
cooperate with the sap harvest
this year.
“What kind of season we have

depends on the weather. We
need warm days and cool
nights,” he explained. “The
long-range forecast looks like
we should have that, so it
should be a good year.

“As of now, it looks like our
first run will be March 9 or 10.
That’s when the forecast shows
we’ll be above freezing during
the day,” said Battel, whose
day job involves assisting
Thumb farmers as an MSU Ex-
tension field crops educator.
“We need to see that we’ll have
a handful of days in a row at
least a few degrees above
freezing to tap the trees. If we
tap too early the holes begin to
close and dry up.”
Battel said the upcoming sea-

son will be getting a late start,
thanks to bitter cold that hung
around through the end of Feb-
ruary.

“This isn’t really such a late
start, though, compared to his-
tory,” he added. “We often get
into the first or second week of
March to start; it’s just that the

Please turn to page 8.

School officials cut
public library hours
to address security 

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

As a safety measure, the Kingston Board of Education recently passed
a resolution to close the Opperman Memorial Library to the public dur-
ing school hours.
The community’s library is located at 5790 State St., inside Kingston

High School.
The decision was made to ensure the safety of students by maintaining

the security of the building during school hours, according to school
Supt. Matt Drake.

The change starts April 1. The public will have access to the library
20 hours a week. Students will have access to the library for 25 hours
a week during the school day, and they can also use it during the hours
it is open to the public.

The following is a schedule of when the library will be open to the
public: Mondays from 4 to 6 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days from 4 to 8 p.m.; Fridays closed; Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
and closed Sundays.

During school hours, students can use the library on the following
schedule: Mondays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.; and Fridays
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The village of Kingston has about 400 residents, according to the latest

Please turn to page 6.

PENNY WARS
Tuscola  fundraiser will benefit
region’s Child Advocacy Center

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Tuscola County offices and businesses may not offer you a penny for
your thoughts, but they will welcome your donated pennies dropped
into their collection jars.
The sixth annual penny wars fundraiser for the Child Advocacy Center

of Tuscola County is underway.
For each penny placed in a collection jar, that department/agency re-

ceives a “credit”, according to Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fetting,
whose office is among those participating in the fundraiser. However,
she added, for each dollar bill or other coins except a penny placed in
the collection jars, that amount is deducted from the total collected.

The agency with the most credits – pennies – at the end of the event
wins a trophy and bragging rights for the coming year. 
The penny wars will continue through the end of the month.
A number of Tuscola County governmental offices are participating

in the campaign, as are several businesses throughout the community.

Please turn to page 12.

Sunday, 
March 10

Troopers probing
fatal shooting at
Sebewaing home

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Michigan State Police detectives are continuing their investigation into
an officer-involved fatal shooting at a Sebewaing residence early Sat-
urday morning.

The victim has been identified as Ricky Lee Prichard, 59, who al-
legedly threated suicide and shot his girlfriend before officers entered
the home and exchanged fire with the man.
The confrontation unfolded Friday night after Huron County Sheriff’s

deputies along with officers from the Sebewaing Police Department
were dispatched to a Meissner Court address at about 10:30 p.m., ac-
cording to a Michigan State Police news release.

“The 59-year-old subject was armed with a handgun and inside his
residence with his girlfriend and his mother. Troopers from the Michi-
gan State Police Caro Post arrived to assist and contacted the Michigan
State Police Emergency Support Team to respond for additional sup-
port,” the release states.

“At approximately 2:15 a.m., the 59-year-old subject shot his girl-
friend, who remained inside the residence with him. Responding offi-
cers were forced to enter the residence in an effort to rescue the
girlfriend, resulting in an exchange of gunfire with the subject.”
Troopers said Prichard was pronounced dead at the scene.
“The subject’s mother was able to leave the residence unharmed prior

to the girlfriend being injured. His girlfriend was transported to
Scheurer Hospital in Pigeon and then transferred to Hurley Hospital in
Flint where she remains in stable condition,” the release states.
Troopers said the Michigan State Police Crime Lab out of Bridgeport

was dispatched to the scene to assist with the investigation. Detectives
were also assisted by personnel from the Caro post, Huron County Sher-
iff’s Department, Sebewaing police Department and Sebewaing Town-
ship EMS.
An autopsy was to have been performed Monday.  
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7th Grade
Daisy Barnes *

Owen Corlis
Zane Greve

Gavin Hunter *
Preston Lupa

Heidi Matheny *
Jordis Mosher *

Destiny Noakes *
James Rayl

Malawi Roberson *
Sophia Schipinski
Hayden Schuler *

Jaylin Skinner
Matthew Sommerfield

Myles Spencer
Delaney St. George

Zoe Vanrijn *
Hunter Vennevy *

Abby Walker *
Ashlyn Walker *

Gracy Walker
Kailey White

Heidi Williams *
Lucas Zajac *

Madelyn Zauner

8th Grade
Cortney Acker
Logan Cloyd
Emily Coffey

Adrianna Essenmacher
Ethan Green *

Ethan Harrington *
Lawson Lyons
Emily McGee

Aryanna Miller
Ashley Miller

Josiah Muxlow
Brooke Retan

Stefannie Robinson
Autumn Russell

Conner Seaman *
Wesley Sholes

Riley Smith
Rachel St. George
McKenzie Taylor *
Hunter Trovillion

James Wilson
Coryn Zyrowski *

9th Grade
Callie Becovic
Kendal Belka

Madison Coyer *
Collen Dibble *
Gaven Dibble *
Kristen Ensign
Kyle Ensign

Carter Geister *
Mariea Haag
Isabel Hurd

Summer Jenkins
Alex Kotsch

Chevy LeBlanc
Declan McGarvie

Jacob Rayl *
Zachary Smart

Nicholas St. George *
Ethan Ulewicz *

Brooklyn Walker *
Libbie Whitmore

10th Grade 

Hailey Bitterle
Jason Dibble
Elanor Gaiser
Colten Gildner

Morgan Green *
Rayann Harp

Kayla Hobson *
Hannah James *
Paige Klupp *
Lillian LaFave

Joslyn Lupa *
Dustin Peter *
Ella Retan *

Alexandra Sherman
Jessica Stoll

Olivia Ulewicz *
Trayton Wenzlaff *
Madison Wieland *

Samantha Wood

11th Grade 

Anna Ahern
Keaton Belka
Elissa Bicego

Danielle Crisman
Collin Geister

Caleb Goss
Jack Green *
Katelyn Iseler
Aaron Koehler

Anastasia Krych
Jalen Little Thunder

Ryan McGarvie
Braden Mosher
Wren Murdoch

Evan Neff *
Madison Nickens
Tristen Skinner
Joseph Snover
Mason Tallieu

12th Grade 
Sophia Allen

Maisey Bigelow
Chelsea Bohms

Gerilyn Carpenter
Cheyenne Claypool

Nathan Cloyd
Levi Cryderman *

Ashtian Davis
Nathan Dawson

Kendra DeLong*
Jamie Dibble

Jillyan Dinsmore *
Dakota Distelrath *

Kerra Elling
Scott Helton

Connor Henry
Hunter James

Lilliana Kakowski
Shyanne LaFond

Lily Lyons *
Camryn MacGuire *

Cody McCormick
Hannah McSkulin

Jacob Niemi
Carley Smith*
Colton Stadler

Denise Suminski
Morgan Tallieu*

Gunnar Thompson
Amira Varvel
Amanda Velez

Emily Warrington*
*Denotes all A’s

Kingston schools announce 
first semester honor students
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Haunted by my past

of what I know about the history of the area.
I’ve been around for so long, I guess I’m now con-

sidered an historian, or perhaps just historic.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Although I take little consolation in this, I have fi-
nally found one advantage of getting older - having
lived through more than six decades of history and
being a nosy reporter.
As a child, I watched man’s first trips into space as

well as man stepping on the moon for the first time.
As a teenager, I saw news broadcasts of the Vietnam
War, the protests about it, and a monk dressed in or-
ange who set himself on fire.
All of those things are now shown on documentaries

about the war that I saw for the first time on the six
o’clock news.

Now, turning to being a nosy reporter, my job has
granted me access to places that isn’t granted to oth-
ers.

For years, I have been fascinated by the North
House in Vassar that sits on top of a hill overlooking
the city, and the “wedding cake house” in Wa-
trousville.
When I had to do an assignment for a special section

to write on homes in the area, I contacted the real es-
tate companies that had the houses listed for sale.

I had the opportunity to not only tour the North
House in Vassar, but also to go all the way up to the
tower room. There is a rocking chair in the center of
the room. I got to sit in it, rock and see an awesome
view of several miles of the community. It was a
spectacular view.
I had the same results when I contacted the real es-

tate company that had the wedding cake house listed
for sale. That house was amazing. It was built in 1879
and its style is called Victorian - Second Empire.

And, one of my first major forays into journalism
was covering the Great Flood of 1986, which was
called the 500-year flood because a flood of that
magnitude is only supposed to happen once every
500 years. It devastated the county along with its
neighbors.

And, I was on the job when FBI agents converged
on Decker after the Oklahoma City bombing.

Those are just a few of the places and experiences
I’ve boldly gone and been allowed to go where others
have not.
The point of all of this is, I was contacted by a pro-

duction company out of California to do an interview
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With March being Women’s History Month and
women only holding 23.7 percent of the seats in
Congress despite making up 51 percent of the U.S.
population, the personal-finance website Wal-
letHub recently released its report on 2019’s Best
& Worst States for Women.
To identify the most women-friendly states, Wal-

letHub compared the 50 states and the District of
Columbia across 24 key metrics. The data set
ranges from median earnings for female workers
to women’s preventive health care to female homi-
cide rate.

Accordingly, Minnesota ranks best for women,
while Louisiana ranks worst.
Also in best vs. worst comparisons:
*The District of Columbia has the highest median

earnings for female workers (adjusted for cost of
living), $34,417, which is 1.5 times higher than in
California, the lowest at $22,508.

*New Hampshire has the lowest share of women
living in poverty, 8.9 percent, which is 2.6 times
lower than in Mississippi, the highest at 23.5 per-
cent.

*Alaska has the highest share of women-owned
businesses, 22.87 percent, which is 1.6 times
higher than in South Dakota, the lowest at 14.04
percent.

To view the full report and your state or the Dis-
trict’s rank, please visit: https://wallethub.com.
.

**********     

Jay Green, Kingston girls basketball coach, has
seen some of the best female high school ballers in
the state this season as a tough Cardinal schedule
included games with Utica Eisenhower, Flint Pow-
ers, Croswell-Lexington, Oxford, and Swan Valley
to drop a few names of his non-conference foes
during the 2018-19 season.

In Kingston’s regular season finale against
Lapeer, Hannah Erla poured in a game-high 29
points.

“Hannah Erla is the most talented girl we have
faced,” Green said.

She’s the daughter of former Cass City residents
Greg and Shelly Erla. 

**********

Speaking of athletes, former Cass City High
School student Curtis Dickinson has made the Sag-
inaw Valley State University football team as a
walk-on. 
In his try out, the 2014 Red Hawk grad ran a time

of 4.6 in the 40-yard dash and bench pressed 300
pounds.

When asked why he wasn’t recruited out of high
school, Dickinson replied he played end for a team
that featured the run and was 40 pounds lighter.
Dickinson put on the extra muscle during his stint
with the United States Marines following high
school.

**********

At the last Cass City Village Council regular
meeting strategic planning goals were set for 2019.
Making the list submitted was: 1) Pool and wood-

land trails. 2) Blight. 3) Economic development. 4)
Grocery store. 5) Sidewalk plan.

Also during the Feb. 25 meeting a motion ap-
proved the quote from Signature Ford for the
lease/purchase of a 2019 F-150 Super Crew 4x4
pickup for the Waste Water Treatment Plant at a
cost of $12,372 per year for three years.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron &  Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.

In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. 
Discounts available for multi-year subscription.

Teen dating violence
leaves lasting marks

Bring up the topic of abuse among couples, and
chances are good most folks envision adults in un-
healthy relationships that end in emotional and/or
physical injuries or worse.

But abusive relationships, including dating violence,
also take a serious toll on teens and pre-teens, and that
abuse leaves marks that can last a lifetime. In fact, dat-
ing violence is a reality for an estimated 1.5 million fe-
male and male high school students across the country
every year, with women between the ages of 16 and 24
at greatest risk of becoming victims of abuse.
Forty three percent of college women and 28 percent

of college men, meanwhile, also report experiencing
either abuse or controlling behaviors in a dating rela-
tionship.

That’s why Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) officials are urging Michi-
ganders to learn and recognize the signs of dating vi-
olence.

The MDHHS is also urging residents to understand
the impact teen dating violence perpetrators have on
their current or former intimate partners, and recog-
nize the importance of empowering everyone to learn
about and seek support for victims and interventions
for perpetrators.
Among adult victims of rape, physical violence and/or

stalking by a dating partner, 22.4 percent of women and
15 percent of men first experienced some form of part-
ner violence between the ages of 11 and 17, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).
Equally alarming are statistics indicating that among

high school students who face dating violence, only
about 33 percent of victims disclose the abuse.
“As a state, we must do more to reduce the prevalence

of teen dating violence. The earlier we intervene with
young perpetrators, the more likely we are to prevent
future victimization,” said MDHHS Director Robert
Gordon. “The state of Michigan is dedicated to holding
perpetrators accountable and employing all necessary
measures to reduce their risk and harm to victims.”

Dating violence perpetrators cause significant and
long-lasting trauma to countless victims by intention-
ally using a pattern of physical, emotional, sexual, psy-
chological and economic coercion and abuse – both in
person and via cyber bullying — to control their inti-
mate partners.

Teens use abuse to manipulate and control the other
person in the relationship through behaviors ranging
from intimidation to sexual abuse. When left
unchecked, abusive behaviors typically escalate as an
abuser gets older, making it essential for teens to get
help at the first sign of abuse.
“All Michiganders can play a part in ending teen dat-

ing violence,” said Debi Cain, executive director of the
MDHHS Division of Victim Services. “As caring par-
ents, family, friends, classmates, educators, coaches
and co-workers, we can educate ourselves about this
critical issue and direct youth to supportive services.”
Anyone in an abusive relationship who needs support

can call the Teen Dating Abuse Helpline at 1-866-331-
9474 or text “loveis” to 22522.

To find a local domestic violence or sexual assault
program provider, visit the Michigan Coalition to End
Domestic and Sexual Violence website. Sexual assault
survivors can call 855-VOICES4 for support and re-
ferrals.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Lawrence Alberts, Jr., 22, De-
ford, was sentenced to three to 15
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to charges of assault
with intent to commit great bodily
harm less than murder, interfering
with electronic communications,
unlawful imprisonment and do-
mestic violence, second offense,
May 6 in Novesta Township.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $444.
*Ramon G. Ruiz, 54, Akron,

pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Nov. 17 in Almer Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*John S. Borcherding, Jr., 41,
Millington, was ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $385 fol-
low his plea of guilty to posses-
sion of marijuana or a synthetic
equivalent July 4 in Millington.

*Karri J. Sutphin, 34, Mayville,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail following her pleas of
no contest to two counts of child
abuse, second degree, between
Oct. 1, 2017, and May 11, 2018,
in Mayville.
She was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $826 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Cody V. Treder, 21, Bay City,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
following his pleas of guilty to
carrying a concealed weapon and
operating a motor vehicle with a
high BAC (blood alcohol content)
Sept. 30 in Akron Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,358
plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Alma M. Babcock, 54, Vassar,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail
following her plea of guilty to em-
bezzlement of $200 to $1,000
while employed by St. Christo-
pher Parish between Jan. 1, 2009,
and Aug. 17, 2017, in Caro.
She was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $458 plus
attorneys fees of $500 and restitu-
tion of $10,000 to the Diocese of
Saginaw.
*Brandi E. Lambert, 34, Clinton

Township, pleaded no contest to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, May 27 in Fremont
Township. She was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000. Sentencing

is to be scheduled.
*Robert J. Bliss, Jr., 38, Cass

City, pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Oct. 21 in Elkland Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jacob A. Cruz, 33, Caro,
pleaded guilty to charges of un-
lawful use of a motor vehicle and
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Dec. 24 in Wisner Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Tamara A. Cummings, 47, was
sentenced to 30 days in jail fol-
lowing her plea of guilty to oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor, third of-
fense, April 10 in Elmwood

Township.
She was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $758.
*Cody W. Collier, 21, Fairgrove,

was sentenced to 365 days in jail
following his pleas of no contest
to charges of domestic violence,
second offense, carrying a danger-
ous weapon with unlawful intent
and possession of a firearm in the
commission of a felony Aug. 30 in
Gilford Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,476
plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Nicholas L. Klein, 30, Reese,
was sentenced to 93 days in jail
following his pleas of no contest
to malicious destruction of prop-
erty (semi-tractor trailer) totaling
more than $20,000 and reckless
driving June 29 in Indianfields
Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,158
plus restitution of $53,000.
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����		�� Driver sentenced in local crash
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Texas man charged with drink-
ing and driving – and causing a
traffic accident that left a Cass
City fireman injured last summer
– was ordered to serve one day in
the Tuscola County jail and pay
court costs and fines totaling
$735.

That was the sentence handed
down to Leonel A. Martinez-
Munoz, 26, Dallas, Texas, last
week in Tuscola County Circuit
Court.

Martinez-Munoz previously en-
tered pleas of no contest to
charges of committing a moving
violation – causing serious impair-
ment of body function, operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor and possession
of an open intoxicant in a motor
vehicle.
The charges stem from a two-ve-

hicle collision July 31 at the inter-
section of Main and Brooker
streets in the village of Cass City.

The accident occurred at about
11:45 p.m., according to Cass City
Police Department reports, which

state the other driver, Kevin L.
Gotwalt, 30, told Officer Kevin
Jimkoski that he was a local fire
fighter and was on his way to the
Elkland Township Fire Hall, re-
sponding to a fire alarm, when the
vehicle driven by Martinez-
Munoz pulled out in front of him.
Reports noted that Gotwalt’s ve-

hicle was not equipped with emer-
gency lights or a siren, but he told
police he was traveling at the
posted speed limit.
Gotwalt was transported to Hills

and Dales General Hospital for
treatment of minor injuries.

State Rep. Phil Green’s legisla-
tion to support outdoor recreation
and natural resource protection
projects across Michigan was ap-
proved last week by the Michigan
House Appropriations Committee.

Green’s measure would approve
$26 million for 34 recreational de-
velopment projects and 30 land
acquisition projects statewide, in-
cluding one in Huron County. The
money would come from the Nat-
ural Resources Trust Fund, which
according to the Michigan Consti-
tution can only be used to support
these types of projects.

“Look around the Thumb and
our entire state,” said Green (R-

Millington). “We are surrounded
by amazing natural resources and
attractions that make Michigan
the best place to live and raise a
family. Improving the recreational
and wildlife opportunities we
enjoy today will ensure they’re
still around to be cherished and
protected by our kids and grand-
kids tomorrow.”
The project investments outlined

in Green’s proposal were recom-
mended by the Natural Resources
Trust Fund Board in December.
The proposals are subject to ap-
proval by the Michigan Legisla-
ture, a process started with
Green’s legislation. House Bill
4244 now advances to the House

floor for further consideration.
The recommended project list in-

cludes developments or land ac-
quisitions in many areas of the
state. Included is $49,000 to buy
property along Lake Huron and
expand Lincoln Park in the city of
Harbor Beach.

Money in the Natural Resources
Trust Fund comes from the devel-
opment of minerals on state land
and is designated on an annual
basis in partnership with local
governments.

Green was elected the 84th Dis-
trict state representative in No-
vember. He represents citizens in
Tuscola and Huron counties.

Green legislation targets rec funding
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

An Instant Pot =
instant success

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

A trio of seniors leads the Cass
City High School Class of 2014.
This year’s valedictorian is Kayla
Zmierski, boasting a class-high
4.10 GPA, while Elisabeth Milli-
gan and Michael Mulligan share
salutatorian honors with GPAs of
4.04.

Ron and Karen Ouvry of Cass
City announce the engagement of
their son, Kevin Ouvry, to Carrie
Lyon, daughter of Doug and
Mindy Lyon of Rockford, Michi-
gan. 

Justin Glaza and Alesia Igo an-
nounce their engagement. Alesia
is a 2006 graduate of Tippecanoe
Valley High School in Mentone,
Indiana. She is currently on an in-
ternship in Florida, all toward a
bachelor’s degree in hospitality
and tourism from IPFW in Fort
Wayne, Ind. Indiana.
Justin is a 2006 graduate of Cass
City High School and is a 2010
graduate of Indiana Technical In-
stitute, Fort Wayne, Indiana with
a bachelor’s degree in accounting.
He is presently working on a mas-
ter’s degree in engineering from
Indiana Technical Institute.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Cass City’s John Bulla trains
with a dog sled team owned by his
sister and her husband, Carla and
Johnny Alexander of Boyne Falls.
It was the first race for Bulla, who
took first place in the Sportsman
6-Dog Team class.

Cass City High School’s Snow-
coming royalty was crowned Fri-
day night. Selected as queen was
Kelli Lautner, while Austin
Babich was crowned king

Cassie Dee Garety of Bay City
recently graduated from Saginaw
Valley State University (SVSU)
with a major in psychology. A
graduate of Akron-Fairgrove High
School, she is currently employed
with Bay Regional Medical Cen-
ter and is volunteering and train-
ing as a testing technician in the
private practice of Dr. Andrew
Swihart in the field of neuropsy-
chology. Garety is the daughter of
Raymond J. Garety II of Bay City,
formerly of Cass City, and Re-
becca McLaren Garety of Akron,
also formerly of Cass City. She is
the granddaughter of Delana But-
trum Sears of Akron, formerly of
Cass City, and Raymond and De-
lores Garety of Cass City.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Debbie Timmons, who is study-
ing at The University of London
through April 14, surprised Mr.
and Mrs. Gaylord LaPeer with a
phone call congratulating them on
their 56th wedding anniversary.

James Tuckey recently shipped
out to Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego, Calif., to begin
basic training. The son of James
and Shirley Tuckey of Cass City,
he will spend 11 weeks in recruit
training, preparing for his career
as a U.S. Marine. Tuckey is a
1993 graduate of Cass City High
School.

Luis and Lila Arroyo announce
the birth of a granddaughter, Abi-
gail Renee, born Feb. 16 to Luis
and Donna Arroyo of Gulfport,
Miss. 

Two members of the Cass City
gymnastic team represented Cass
City in the regional tournament
held Saturday in Hartland. Com-
peting were Kathy Woodruff and
Courtney Turner. Woodruff won a
sixth place medal in the vault and
qualified for state competition,
which will be held Thursday and
Friday at John Glenn High School
in Westland. 

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

It hasn’t been that long since
Brewster Shaw Jr, flew into space
aboard the Columbia-Spacelab I,
but he will soon start preparing for
another flight. The Cass City na-
tive, recently promoted by the Air
Force to lieutenant colonel, has
been named by the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration
to be commander of a shuttle
flight tentatively scheduled to be
launched in March, 1985.

I fancy myself to be a pretty good cook, so I bristled a little at the idea
of incorporating an Instant Pot into my culinary arsenal at home. After
all, I mastered the art of crockpot cooking years ago.
I resisted all the hype I was hearing and reading about, but the truth is,

I detest learning new things, which invariably involves the reading of
instructions.
And let’s face it, trying to figure out what each of two dozen new but-

tons and controls on a machine does and how the contraption works in
general can be a bit intimidating, especially if you read instructions as
thoroughly as I do.

Ironically, the past has taught me time and time again that the very
skills and jobs I resist learning the most, are the skills and jobs I end up
embracing and enjoy tackling down the road. Wonder if I’ll ever learn. 
Anyway, I’m still an Instant Pot rookie, but I’ve come to the conclusion

that anyone can quickly learn how to cook some amazing meals with
this contraption if they can afford an investment of roughly $80 and
have access to the Internet.
Like a lot of folks, my introduction to this modern marvel came in the

form of a Christmas present (my wife is not only generous, but always
seems to be on the hunt for new ways to boost my interest in cooking).

I’ve learned that while an Instant Pot can be used as a slow cooker,
it’s far more versatile because it can pressure cook, steam, pasteurize,
sauté and even make yogurt.

I haven’t ventured into desserts yet, but I’m told this gadget can be
used to prepare everything from cheesecake and pound cake to crème
brulee.
And it does all of these things very quickly.
An Instant Pot can turn a pork butt roast into tender strips of meat in

about 15 minutes. The same goes for a leg of lamb, and a whole chicken
can be conquered in roughly eight minutes. You can steam cauliflower
florets in two to three minutes, it takes three to four minutes to cook
cubed potatoes (12 to 15 minutes for whole sweet potatoes, if you’re
into that), and three to five minutes for corn on the cob.

An Instant Pot can transform a massive chunk of meat into the most
tender, juiciest pot roast you can imagine in 90 minutes, which includes
the 20-25 minutes or so it takes for the appliance to build up enough
steam to close the valve that signals the start of the actual pressure cook-
ing process.
And, you won’t need to use any other pots or pans for this meal, be-

cause you can sear the meat and then cook it, and at the same time steam
the potatoes and carrots that go with any great pot roast — and make a
super-rich gravy afterwards, all in one pot.

It’s what is known as a “dump it and forget it” sort of meal. You sear
the meat inside the pot using a sauté setting, then pour some beef stock
and spices into the pot, then place the meat on round metal rack that
fits inside the pot. The next step is to wrap some potato slices/chunks
in aluminum foil and place it on top of the meat, then do the same with
some carrots, and you’re ready to close the lid and start cooking. The
actual cooking time for this meal is about an hour.
Most recipes – and you’ll find hundreds of them, along with some re-

ally cool tricks you won’t read about in any instruction booklet, by
Googling Instant Pot or search on Youtube – also recommend how
much time should be spent on slow release of the pressure inside the
Instant Pot after the cooking time ends (which requires you to do noth-
ing), and when you should initiate a quick release, which involves push-
ing a lever that safely vents the pressure and steam from within the pot.
I’ve haven’t experimented with a vast array of recipes yet, but my pot

roast along with my pulled pork, spaghetti and meatballs, and chicken
parmesan have been nothing short of amazing.
Maybe it’s the pressure cooking, but everything seems to come out of

this contraption with an enhanced flavor from a simple mix of spices.
As for all of those buttons — my six-quart model has more than a

dozen – I’ve found that I only need to use a couple of them when fol-
lowing a specific recipe (the pressure/heat level and the cooking time).
Who knows? It’s so simple, I might even have to give crème brulee a

try sometime.

wounds received in action at Viet-
nam Feb. 5, according to an an-
nouncement made by Thomas L.
Kelly, adjutant. Merchant was re-
cently transferred to Valley Forge
General Hospital at Phoenixville,
Pa., 19460. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Clarence Merchant of
Cass City.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Warren T. Schenck may originate
a new proverb—”A mile a day
keeps the doctor away!” Mr.
Schenck makes it a practice to
take a long walk a day, and he
rarely misses, and this may ac-
count for his longevity.’ He will be
97 years of age tomorrow (Satur-
day). He has been a resident of
this community since 1867. The
birth anniversary will be cele-
brated at a dinner Saturday
evening at the residence of his
daughter, Mrs. L. I. Wood, where
Mr. Schenck makes his home. His
five other children expect to be
present, Delbert Schenck of Royal
Oak, Dr. P. A. Schenck of Cass
City, Mrs. Dora Fritz of Maumee,
Ohio, Mrs. Wm. Maxwell and
Mrs. John Clark, both of Detroit.

Second Lieutenant Clifford F.
Ryan of the U. S. Marine Corps
Reserve, was one of the honor
men graduated recently from the
Naval College for Primary Flight
instructors at the U. S. Naval Air
Station at New Orleans, La. Lt.
Ryan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred W.
Ryan, of Cass City, will train the
flight students, who will become
combat pilots at the Naval Air sta-
tion at Dallas, Texas. Commander
Paul E. Gillespie, commanding of-
ficer at New Orleans, presented
Lt. Ryan with his certificate as a
qualified flight instructor and
made this comment: “He ranked
among the best in his class. I am
confident that the men he trains
will do much to hasten victory.
His job as an instructor is a hard
one and a very important one in
this war.” Lt. Ryan is a graduate of
Cass City high school, where he
played football for four years. He
has been in the Marine Corps for
two and a half years.

A triple birthday party was held
Sunday at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. G. W. Robinson in Evergreen
township, in honor of their three
sons, Jack, Glenn and Clifford. It
was also a farewell party for an-
other son, Ralph, who leaves for
the Army Mar. 14. A lovely birth-
day cake graced the center of a
well filled table. There was lots of
instrumental and vocal music and
cootie was played at four tables
with prizes to the winners. Ralph
will be the third son of the Robin-
sons in service. Kenneth is in Eng-
land and Lance is in India.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Lt. Wm. Ward returned this week
from Sault St. Marie bringing with
him his bride, Miss Myrtle Camp-
bell, of that city, who became his
wife the first of March, the wed-
ding ceremony having been per-
formed at the home of Mrs.
Ward’s parents. The young folks
will visit friends and relatives here
for a few days after which they go
on to Battle Creek where they ex-
pect to make their future home.

A pleasant surprise was given
Frances Yoe Monday evening
when about two dozen of her little
friends gathered to remind her of
her birthday. The time was spent
in games and light refreshments
were served. She received many
gifts of remembrance.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Hutchin-
son are expecting to take up their
residence on the Leek farm 11
miles south and east of town the
latter part of next week in com-
pany with the family of Philip
McComb. Mr. McComb moved to
the farm Saturday.
Nine of the young lady friends of

Miss Margaret Johnson gave a
dinner Sunday in her honor at the
Gordon Tavern. Miss Johnson has
resigned her position as telephone
operator at the central office, hav-
ing left this week with her parents
for Detroit where the family will
make their home in the future. Mr.
Johnson is employed with the De-
troit & Cleveland Navigation Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfrid Bostick of
Caro announce the engagement of
their daughter, Sarah Mae, to Staff
Sgt. Gary Spencer of Marquette.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Al-
bert Spencer Jr. of Troy. Miss Bo-
stick, a 1982 Cass City High
School graduate, is employed in
Ishpeming. He is stationed at K.I.
Sawyer Air Force Base in the
Upper Peninsula. An April 7 wed-
ding is planned at the Air Force
base chapel.

The Thumb Area Women’s
Bowling Association bowler of
the week is Joyce Block, who
bowled a 558 series with games of
182-182-194. She bowls for
Stomack Angels in the Wednesday
Night League in Minden City. She
has an average of 142. Women
who bowled a 550 series or better,
thus qualifying for the end of the
season tournament, were Helen
Guster, 555 and 572, who bowls
in Kinde; Pat Guigar, 553, Bad
Axe; Carol Majeski, 553, Bad
Axe, and Judy Ostrander, 551,
Bad Axe. Guster and Ostrander
are former bowlers of the week.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Harold Anthes of Pontiac spent
the week end with Elsie Anthes.
His sister, Mrs. Alice Beecher of
Bad Axe, was also a Sunday visi-
tor. Mr. Anthes and Mrs. Beecher
were also callers while here at the
Roy Anthes home. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Peplinski Sr.

of Ubly have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter Patri-
cia Ann to Mark Smith, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Lawrence Smith of
Snover. Patricia is a graduate of
Ubly High School and is em-
ployed at Huron Memorial Hospi-
tal, Bad Axe. Mark, a Cass City
High School graduate, is em-
ployed at Midwest Rubber, Deck-
erville. A June 16 wedding is
planned. 

The Cass City Red Hawks were
as good as they had to be Friday
as they turned back a stiff chal-
lenge by the Lakers to win the
Thumb B Conference champi-
onship for the second time in three
years. The score was 67-58. In a
way the victory Friday was typical
of the entire season. The Hawks
rose to the occasion just as they
did whenever a key player was
lost through injury all season long.
Playing before a near capacity
crowd, the Hawks went into an
early lead, lost it and then came
charging back to win it all. Ken
Martin got the Hawks off and
winging in the first period as he
scored three quick baskets and
grabbed off important rebounds.
Aaron Deering kept the Lakers in
contention as he bombed 22-foot-
ers for four quick buckets. When
the firing ended, Cass City was in
front, 18-16. While Martin was
the big scoring gun, the assists
garnered by Rusty Hoag, Tim
Severance, Todd Comment, Clare
Trischler and the other Hawks
were vital in the winning effort.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

It’s nice to be a winner, says
Mrs. Jack Hartwick as she re-
ceives a $25 savings bond from
Paul O’Harris, chairman of the re-
tail division of the Chamber of
Commerce. Mrs. Hartwick’s name
was drawn from a list of 25 other
gift certificate winners at area
stores.

Ubly FFA boys review experi-
ences of last week end at Lakeport
at the annual leadership training
camp for the newly elected chap-
ter officers of the region. The boys
discussed responsibilities of their
new office and chapter problems.
The boys are Harold Sweeney,
Roger Champagne, Michael Lep-
pek, Jerry Volz and Jerry
Sweeney.

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Smith of
Snover announce the engagement
of their daughter, Kathy Ann, to
William Wheeler, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Wheeler of Snover.
Miss Smith is a 1968 graduate of
Sandusky High School and
Wheeler is a 1967 graduate of
Deckerville High School. No date
has been set for the wedding.
Sp/4 Grant L. Merchant has been

awarded the Purple Heart for
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News briefs

Vets’ benefits to be explained
CARO — There are a variety of benefits available to wartime veterans
and their spouses that they may not know about.
There will be a special workshop to explain some key veteran benefits

Thursday, March 14, starting at 2 p.m. at 2 p.m. at Heritage Hill Assisted
Living, 1430 Cleaver Rd., Caro.
As a wartime veteran, you or your spouse may be eligible for care ben-

efits, and you may be eligible for up to $26,780 per year in long-term
care benefits from the VA to pay for home care, assisted living or a nurs-
ing home. You may qualify for benefits even if your or your spouse is
presently receiving home care, assisted living or nursing home care.

Veterans, spouses and widows/widowers in need of care may qualify
for $1,209 or more per month for care. 
During the upcoming workshop will include free instructions on how

to find the appropriate assistance and how to complete VA forms. More
information is available by calling 1-866-667-9360.

Ag college night set March 20
CARO – Area students planning to pursue an agriculture-related career
are encouraged to attend the Ag Career and College Night Wednesday,
March 20, from 5:45 to 7:30 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology Center,
1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro.

The free event is open to all high school students, who will have an
opportunity to meet with employers and area college representatives to
learn about the job opportunities the agriculture industry has to offer.
The gathering will include refreshments and door prizes.
RSVPs are encouraged by calling the Tuscola County Farm Bureau

Office at (989) 673-4157.
This event is sponsored by the Tuscola County Farm Bureau Promo-

tion and Education Committee, MSU Extension and Farm Bureau In-
surance.

Funding would pay for demo
OWENDALE – Village of Owendale officials may be able tackle dem-
olition of two dilapidated buildings in the community if grant funding
is approved for the work.
Village Clerk Randall Howard submitted an application for a $36,900

grant under the Michigan Community Demolition Grant for the demo-
lition of the former Clare Schember residence and for the Dorsch Tile
Plant.

Howard also recently informed the council there is a new matching
fund grant available for street repairs and improvements of up to
$50,000. He will have more information later this month.

Cooking matters in Cass City
CASS CITY — MSU Extension will host a six-week Cooking Matters
program on Wednesdays from 1 to 3 p.m. starting March 20. The free
event will be at the Novesta Church of Christ, 2896 Cemetery Rd., Cass
City.

Registration is required and can be completed by calling (989) 672-
3870 or on the website https://events.anr.mus.edu/CMAHMar19/.
The program will focus on helping families and individuals shop, cook

healthy meals on a budget, and the importance of nutrition. Participants
will take home a bag of groceries at the end of each class.

Hills and Dales General Hospital partnered with MSU Extension of-
ficials to provide the program.

Somerville joins angus group
KINGSTON — Piper Somerville of Kingston is a new junior member
of the American Angus Association, reports Allen Moczygemba, CEO
of the national organization with headquarters in Saint Joseph, Mo.

Junior members of the association are eligible to register cattle in the
American Angus Association, participate in programs conducted by the
National Junior Angus Association and take part in Association-spon-
sored shows and other national and regional events.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

U.S. Census figures.
In 1970 the Kingston Community Library merged with the school li-

brary. Jacquelin E. Opperman was the first librarian. It was after her
death April 18, 1980, that her successor, Anita Denhoff, had the library
renamed Jacquelin E. Opperman Memorial Library to honor her.
Some updates to the library were completed last summer with funding

from a $4.8 million bond that also paid for major renovations and up-
grades to the high school and elementary School.

Continued from page one.

Condom distributions staying out
of Tuscola Co. libraries for now

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The Tuscola County Health De-
partment’s efforts to reach as
many people as possible with the
“Wear One” campaign — includ-
ing distribution of free condoms to
promote safe sex practices – drew
some criticism when the project
made an appearance at the Caro
District Library.

However, the campaign remains
alive and well in the Thumb.

Colleen McLoskey of Caro ob-
jected to the program distributing
free condoms at the library.

“I don’t think the library is the
place for that,” said McLoskey,
who lobbied against having such
a program in the library and en-
couraged other county residents to
express their opinions to members
of the library board.

As a result, the sign has since
been taken down, even though
there was no legal challenge.

“Caro Library has been in touch
with the library association and
their legal counsel, and neither
had a problem with the Wear One
campaign,” said Ann Hepfer,
health officer for both the Tuscola
and Huron county health depart-
ments.

“The library has decided to start
with providing only the educa-
tional materials as a trial, with
plans to ease into distributing the
entire packet that includes con-
doms, education and health de-
partment contact information,”
Hepfer added.

The Caro District Library’s par-
ticipation in the Wear One cam-
paign is listed as pending on the
health department’s website.

The goal of the project is to de-
crease sexually transmitted dis-
eases (STDs) and unplanned
pregnancies by removing barriers
such as cost, embarrassment and
lack of access to free condoms,
Hepfer explained.

The campaign was developed to
increase free condom availability,
create awareness and promote ac-
ceptance of condom use by indi-
viduals 18 to 24 years of age.

Although the Wear One cam-
paign can be seen in several loca-
tions, hopes are to expand it to as
many places as possible, including
libraries.

“As far as other libraries, we
have only contacted the Vassar li-
brary. They were going to take it
to their board — no outcome yet,”
said Hepfer, noting the program
has not been implemented in
Huron County yet because there
are several new staff members
there who are learning current
programs offered.

Of course, the best way to pre-
vent the spread of STDs is absti-
nence or to remain in a long-term
monogamous relationship with
someone who has tested negative
for STDs.
According to Hepfer, the number

of STD cases “is staggering.”
The number of Chlamydia cases

in Tuscola in 2001 was 96 and in
2017 the number was 277. There
were 17 confirmed cases of gon-
orrhea in 2001, and 42 in 2017.

Kingston library hours adjusted
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Paid advertisement and opinion of Bud Schneeberger

Marijuana is more dangerous than you think!
Marijuana is illegal to buy or sell by federal standards

HELP SAVE OUR CHILDREN

Cass City Village Council members Tom Herron, Don Ball, Mick

Kirn, Dan Delamarter, Joe Leeson and Robert Piaskowski you all

need to read your Bibles. Marijuana is not the answer. 

THE ONLY THING MARIJUANA LEADS TO IS DEATH

~ Bud Schneeberger
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couple hundred more,” he added.
The Maple Syrup Saturday Open

House offers visitors an opportu-
nity to learn the ins and outs of
maple syrup production as they
see first-hand how the sap is gath-
ered and boiled, and then enjoy a
sample of the Battel brand syrup
on a pancake.
The family also annually hosts a

special Homeschool Maple Syrup
Day, and this year’s date – no
fooling – is
Monday, April
1, starting at 10
a.m. The whole
family is wel-
come to take
part in the Bat-
tel family’s ed-
u c a t i o n a l
s t a t i o n s
throughout the
woods. There is no charge and
RSVP is requested, but not re-
quired.
Both the public and homeschool

tours are held rain or shine, and
everyone planning to attend is en-
couraged to dress for the weather
and plan to be outdoors for a cou-
ple hours (it can be 10 degrees
colder in the shaded woods). The
ground is uneven with tree roots
and can be quite muddy or snowy,
so dressing in layers and wearing
boots is recommended.

The Battels’ sugaring operation
is located just a few miles north-
east of Cass City at 7964 Daus
Rd., also known as Ritter Road
(1.25 miles west of M-53 – look
for the white sugar shack in the
woods to the west of the brick
farmhouse).

The Battel family, including
Mark and Diane Battel and their
son and daughter-in-law, Bob and
Sue Battel, and their children, has
been producing high-quality,
wood-fired, pure maple syrup in
the same woods near Cass City
since 1882.
While some things have changed

since the Battel ancestors of the
19th century boiled sap in an open
kettle, the basic process is still the
same – and nearly as quaint.

In the spring, as the sun begins
to warm the sugar maple trees –
yet winter’s grip still brings freez-
ing temperatures at night – family
members start the annual tradition
of tapping trees.  Sap is coaxed
from the sugar maples and boiled
for hours over a rolling fire until
nothing remains but pure syrup.

It takes about 40 gallons of sap
to produce one gallon of syrup.

The Great Fires of 1871 and
1881 that
swept across
the Midwest
managed to
miss the fam-
ily’s stand of
more than
300 sugar
maple trees,
a l t h o u g h
much of the

surrounding Thumb was devas-
tated.
These days, the Battel sugar bush

continues to produce a bounty of
sap, and the family offers visitors
the chance to purchase and take
home their own supply of pure
maple syrup in various-sized con-
tainers.

Aside from the family business,
Bob and Sue’s oldest daughter,
Addy, along with neighbor and
partner Ethan Healy, have their
own business – County Line Kids
Maple Syrup — and the Battels’
other daughter, Dori, last year es-
tablished a maple candy business
of her own, calling it “Dori’s
Sweets”.

“Our customers primarily buy
pints, quarts, half-gallons and gal-
lons (of syrup),” Sue Battel said.
“The kids fill some of those larger
containers, but mostly specialize
in smaller, pretty syrup jars that
make nice gifts.”

Editor’s note: Additional informa-
tion on the open houses can be
found by visiting the family’s web-
site at battelsyrup.weebly.com,
their Facebook page at Battel’s
Sugar Bush Pure Maple Syrup, or
via email at
BattelSyrup@gmail.com.
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*Michigan ranks fifth in maple syrup production in the United
States.

*Average maple syrup production in Michigan is about 90,000
gallons per year.

*Economic contributions of the pure maple syrup industry to
Michigan are nearly $2.5 million annually.
*There are an estimated 500 commercial maple syrup producers

in Michigan, with some 2,000 additional hobby or home use pro-
ducers.

*Michigan law requires that processors of maple syrup must be
licensed.

*The production of pure maple syrup is the oldest agricultural
enterprise in the United States.

*Maple syrup is one of the few agricultural crops in which de-
mand exceeds supply.

*Only about one percent of Michigan’s maple forest resource is
used in maple syrup production.
*In an average year, each tap-hole will produce about 10 gallons

of maple sap, enough for about a quart of pure Michigan maple
syrup.
*It takes approximately 40 gallons of maple sap to make 1 gallon

of maple syrup.
*A gallon of standard maple syrup weighs 11 pounds and has a

sugar content of 66 percent.
*Maple syrup is the first farm crop to be harvested in Michigan

each year.
*Maple syrup is not the recipient of any crop support or subsidy

programs.
*A maple tree needs to be about 40 years old and have a diameter

of 10 inches before tapping is recommended.
*The maple season in Michigan starts in February in the southern

counties and runs well into April in the Upper Peninsula.
*Warm sunny days and freezing nights determine the length of

the maple season (freezing and thawing temperatures create pres-
sure and force the sap out of the tree).

*The sugaring season may last six to 10 weeks, but during this
period, the heavy sap may run only 10-20 days.
*The average sugar concentration of maple sap is about 2.5 per-

cent.
*Maple sap is boiled to remove the water and concentrate the

sugars in a process called evaporation. In a conventional evapora-
tor, one cord of hard wood is required for every 25 gallons of syrup
produced.

*Maple sap becomes maple syrup when boiled to 219 degrees
Fahrenheit, or 7 degrees above the boiling point of water.

*Pure Michigan maple syrup has 50 calories per tablespoon and
is fat-free. It has no additives, no added coloring and no preserva-
tives.

*Source: Michigan Maple Syrup Association

Michigan maple syrup
fun facts and figures:

DIANE BATTLE (right, foreground) and Sue Battel (next to Diane) serve up

pancakes and fresh maple syrup to visitors during a Maple Syrup Saturday

Open House at the Battel Sugar Bush, where family members have been churn-

ing out pure maple syrup for more than 135 years.

last several years have been early
starts.

Unfortunately, an early start
doesn’t guarantee an extended
season. 

“We had about a three-quarter
crop last year because we had sus-
tained cold periods. In West
Michigan, they had sap running
faster than they could handle it be-
cause it stayed warmer there,”
Battel said, adding the family
hopes to produce well over 200
gallons of syrup this year.
“We’ll put out about 700 taps this

year and our kids will put out a

Continued from page one.

Maple Syrup Saturday on tap this month

Marijuana discussion

In other business during the recent regular monthly meeting, the board
discussed the legalization of recreational marijuana use, and agreed to
ask township Zoning Administrator Gary Jones to investigate the
process involved in opting out of the new law in order to prohibit the
establishment of marijuana businesses in the township.

“They (board) have to have a planning meeting (before making a de-
cision), but it sounds like we may be opting out,” LaBelle said. 

Dozens of Michigan communities, including the village of Cass City,
have banned or have begun the process of moving to ban recreational
marijuana retail stores and related businesses in the four months since
the state’s voters legalized marijuana.

Following the results of the general election referendum last Novem-
ber, the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act took effect
Dec. 6. Officials with the Bureau of Marijuana Regulation have until
December 2019 to write the rules and start accepting license applica-
tions.

Michigan became the 10th state in the nation and the first in the Mid-
west to legalize recreational use of marijuana. However, the new law
has not stopped communities across the state from establishing prohi-
bitions on recreational and medical marijuana businesses.

Every community is required to decide if it is going to allow or prohibit
state-licensed recreational marijuana establishments. If a municipality
intends to allow recreational marijuana businesses, then it does not need
to take any action. Under the new act, every municipality is considered
to be “in” unless it takes specific action to opt out.

Continued from page one.

Pot, pay increases on agenda
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EQUIPMENT USED in the training by deputies included a rescue sling, an

RDC (rapid deployment craft) water rescue raft, throw bags, life jackets, ice

awls, medical back boards and Marsars rescue boards along with several other

life-saving techniques and ideas.

Sanilac dive team prepares
for worst with recent drills

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County law enforcement
officials last week prepared for the
worst Old Man Winter can throw
at them during rescue operations
on the ice.

Members of the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Department Uniform
Services Division and Dive Team,
in conjunction with the U.S. Coast
Guard, conducted two days of
training, according to Sgt. Matt
Armstrong.

“Deputies went over classroom
materials and ice rescue protocol
in addition to becoming familiar
with new equipment and tech-
niques,” Armstrong explained.
“Deputies also learned several
self-rescue techniques to be pre-
pared in case they are ever
needed.

The Child Advocacy Center (CAC) of Tuscola is a place of hope for
sexually and physically abused children from the county. It provides a
safe, child-friendly place for children to make difficult, but truthful dis-
closures one time, at one place, to one person; who is specially trained,
who can help them.
In Tuscola County, one in three girls and one in four boys will be sex-

ually abused in some way before the age of 18.
The CAC has already conducted forensic interviews with a staggering

number of children reporting sexual abuse, according to Tuscola County
Prosecutor Mark E. Reene, who said those interviews have led to nu-
merous arrests and prosecutions.
Unfortunately, there are hundreds of more children in the community

who still need the help of the CAC, he noted.
In order to provide these critically-needed services to the children of

Tuscola County, financial support is needed.
For more information, or to volunteer, call (810) 610-8071. Residents

can make a donation by sending a check made out to the Child Advo-
cacy Center of Tuscola County, P.O. Box 47, 475 N. State St., Caro MI
48723.

Continued from page one.

Penny Wars underway in county

“Equipment used in the training
by deputies included a rescue
sling, an RDC (rapid deployment
craft) water rescue raft, throw
bags, life jackets, ice awls, med-
ical back boards and Marsars res-
cue boards along with several
other life-saving techniques and
ideas,” Armstrong said.

The training, he added, also al-
lowed officers to enter the water
during exercises in which they
were “rescued” as well as being
charged with rescuing mock vic-
tims in an effort to ensure the
sheriff’s department’s response is
efficient in the event of a real
emergency.

“The Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Office would like to thank San-
dusky Woodland Hills Golf
Course for allowing the training to
be done at their facility, and the
U.S. Coast Guard Station Port
Huron for their assistance with

this training,” Armstrong said.
Sanilac County Sheriff Garry

Biniecki reminds residents to al-
ways be vigilant on the ice.

“Remember that even when ice
may appear thick, it may be less
than several inches right next to
the thicker ice,” he said.
Biniecki’s warning again proved

accurate last month when an ice
fisherman drove his pickup truck
onto the ice in Lexington Harbor.
The vehicle went through the ice,
with the 62-year-old driver escap-
ing with his life after attempting
to climb back into the cab as the
truck sank in roughly 12 feet of
water, about 850 feet from shore.
The driver was later arrested, and

recovery of the truck required a
complex operation involving the
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Dive Team, Lexington Fire
Department and the St. Clair
County Dive Team.

Max Cooper

Max Edwin Cooper, 91, of Cass City, died Saturday, March 2, 2019 in
Medilodge of Cass City.  
He was born September 5, 1927 in Cass City to Fred and Nellie (Peter)

Cooper. 
He married Mary Ann Vargo November 30, 1957 in Cass City.   
Max graduated from Kingston High School and was drafted into the

Army as a heavy equipment operator during the Korean War.  He com-
pleted courses in agriculture from Michigan State University and
worked as a dairy farmer until he sold in 1965.
Max owned and operated an animal health
supply company for fifteen years.  He
later went to work for Kelly & Co. Re-
alty, as a real estate agent, for fifteen
years.  Max enjoyed working with
hard woods and made beautiful fur-
niture for his family.
Max is survived by his wife, Mary

Ann; children:  Timothy (Jean)
Cooper of Greenleaf, WI; Elmer
“Joe” (Holly) Cooper of Owendale;
Jerry (Renee) Cooper of Unionville;
daughter-in-law, Sally (Drew)
Guernsey of Tucson, AZ; grandchil-
dren: Jeramie Cooper, Dwana Cooper,
Ryan Cooper, Brandy (Neville) Patterson,
Brent (An) Cooper and Kelsey Cooper; sev-
eral great-grandchildren; sister, Shirley Wolfe
of Fenton; and several nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his infant son Jeffrey; son, Daniel
Cooper; brother, Linton Cooper; and sister, Janet Lottridge.   
Visitation will take place from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday, March 8, and from

10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, March 9, in Kranz Funeral Home in Cass City.
The funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, March 9, in
Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with the Rev. Robert Eastlick officiat-
ing.    
Interment will be in Kingston Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  Family

and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City.

Lucille Stine

Lucille Maxine Stine, 88, of Deford, died peacefully Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2019 in the comfort of her home. 
She was born July 30, 1930 in Flint to Ivan and Frankie (Nichols) Un-

derwood.  
She married Maynard Albert Stine December 23, 1950 in Parkland

Presbyterian Church of Flint.  He died February 22, 2018.
Lucille attended Saginaw General School of Nursing and graduated

as a Registered Nurse in 1951.  She worked in Hills and Dales General
Hospital of Cass City for nine years.  Lucille was an active member of
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  She served on church council, Ladies
Aid and sang in the choir for many years.  Lucille enjoyed dancing with
Maynard at many area senior dances.  In earlier years, Lucille and May-
nard loved to travel.  Sault Ste. Marie was her favorite location to visit.
Lucille spent time knitting and reading.  A great Scrabble player, she
was affectionately known by her family as the
Scrabble Queen.  

Lucille is survived by her children:
Maynard (Catherine) Stine, Jr. of Car-
rollton, David Stine of Ypsilanti,
Michael (Denise) Stine of Deford,
Diane (Michael) Lowe of Deford,
Karen (Peter) Fittante of Durand,
Susan Smith of Cass City, Brian
(Peggy) Stine of Applegate and
Laura (Scott) Dennis of Deford; 19
grandchildren; 27 great-grandchil-
dren; brother, Dale (Barbara) Under-
wood of Heartland; brother-in-law,
Vaughn Titus of Grand Rapids; sis-
ters-in-law: Irene Kinyon of Fishers,
IN, Louise Schwanke of Bay City, Al-
berta (Norbert) Conrad of Capac and
Joann Sholtis of Capac; and many nieces and
nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her husband, Maynard Stine; twin infant

sons: Mark Stine, Michael Stine; her grandson, Robert Lowe; brother,
Gerald Underwood; sister, Dorothy Titus; sisters-in-law:  Alice Ogden
and Mary Underwood.

A funeral service was held Monday, March 4, in Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, Cass City with the Rev. Steve Bagnall officiating.  
Interment will be in Novesta Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for Mrs.

Stine will be:  Christopher Stine, Michael Stine, Joshua Stine, William
Smith, Matthew Fittante, Andrew Fittante.  
Memorials may be made to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Rawson

Memorial District Library, or Saginaw General Alumni Scholarship.
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and photos with the
family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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FROSTED IN the Thumb – temperatures hovered at 0 degrees early Thursday

morning, continuing a seemingly never-ending cycle of cold and snow, but

Mother Nature also dished up some amazing scenery along M-81 between Cass

City and Caro as snow crystals clung to every tree branch and twig.

As water tower facelift approaches,
village is asking for citizens’ input
Cass City village leaders are tak-

ing steps to ensure the community
makes a good first impression.
And part of that effort is putting

a fresh face on one of the first
things visitors see as they ap-
proach the village – its water
tower.

“We are looking at re-painting
our water tower at some point in
the near future,” said village Pres-
ident Debbie Powell.

Along with a new coat of paint,
officials are mulling over some
proposed designs unique to Cass
City to print on the side of the
tower. Those designs include

spelling out Cass City in a cursive
font; printing large intertwined
C’s; or utilizing an image of the
Cass City School District’s Red
Hawk mascot along with the
words “Red Hawks”.
And, the village is asking citizens

for their input. The question has
been posted on the village’s Face-
book page: “We want to know
what you think would look best.”
In January, the council approved

hiring Nelson Tank Engineering
and Consulting as the general con-
tractor to paint the water tower at
a cost of $8,320.

The focus on Cass City’s image

ties in well with the village’s par-
ticipation in the First Impressions
Tourism (FIT) project, a program
that helps communities learn
about their strengths and weak-
nesses by inviting first-time visi-
tors to tour the town unannounced
and anonymously.

As part of the FIT assessment
process, five unannounced visitors
unfamiliar with Cass City visited
the community last fall. After the
visit, they compiled a report of
their first impressions of the com-
munity.

The results/assessment of their
visit was scheduled to be shared
with local officials and residents
during a public forum earlier this
year, but a snowstorm canceled
the event, which is now slated for
Thursday, March 7, starting at 5
p.m. at the Hills and Dales Corpo-
rate Services Building, 6667 Main
St. (formerly the Baker College
Cass City Campus).

Tuscola’s Imagination 
Library bags $10,000
grant from Consumers

Consumers Energy recently approved a $10,000 grant for the Great
Start Tuscola Imagination Library (GSTIL).
Consumers Energy has been a consistent supporter of this early child-

hood literacy program over the last 10 years, according to Great Start
Collaborative Director Rachael Koepf, who said she and other members
of the local Great Start Tuscola Imagination Board were thrilled to learn
about the grant, as they are gearing up for their annual fundraiser.
The Great Start Tuscola Imagination Library, in cooperation with the

Dolly Parton Imagination Library Foundation, provides a free book
each month to all the registered children up to five years of age in the
Tuscola Intermediate School District (TISD).

Currently more than 2,000 Tuscola County children benefit from the
program.
Research shows that the best way to insure a child is ready for kinder-

garten is to read to them every day, and the Great Start Tuscola Imagi-
nation Library ensures that the absence of books in a home is not a
deterrent to school success.

In order to make this happen, the Tuscola Imagination Library Board
raises $30 for each child, to pay for the books and the shipping. The or-
ganization’s 2019 goal is to raise $50,000 to provide the books, which
are mailed to each child’s home.

The annual fundraiser is scheduled for Thursday, April 11, at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 903 Ryan Rd., Caro. The event will begin
at 6 p.m. and includes a light dinner, drinks, silent and live auctions,
music, a 50-50 drawing sponsored by the Gleaners, and raffle prizes of
$500, $300 and $200 Visa cards.
Tickets are $30 each and can be purchased from GSTIL Board Mem-

bers or by calling Koepf at (989) 673-2144 (ext. 303025), or via email
at greatstarttuscola@gmail.com.

BENEFIT FOR  
Colleen L E S L I E 

M O O R E Englehart

50/50 Raffle  
Silent Auction  

Kids Activities for 50¢

LAMOTTE FIRE HALL
6271 Snover Road  
Decker, MI 48426

March 9, 2019
4 pm – 7 pmSpaghetti 

Dinner
D O N AT I O N S  O N LY Or donate at GoFundMe: http://tinyurl.com/y2gndpc6

Food benefits arriving early
The Michigan Department of

Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) will issue March and
April food assistance benefits
early to reduce the gap between
benefits payments that resulted
from the partial federal govern-
ment shutdown.

Food assistance recipients were
expected to receive this month’s
benefits by March 5. April bene-
fits will be issued from April 3-12
and May payments will be issued
as regularly scheduled, MDHHS
officials said Friday.

MDHHS made changes to the
schedule so that families do not
have to go more than 45 days
without receiving food assistance.
The department issued February
benefits early, beginning on Jan.
1,7 at the direction of the federal
government, which indicated
there were questions about
whether the funds would be avail-
able to issue in February because
of the government shutdown that
has since ended.

In Michigan, food assistance
benefits are usually issued to

clients according to a numeric
schedule over a 21-day period
throughout the month. About 1.2
million Michiganders receive
food assistance through the fed-
eral Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance (SNAP) Program
administered by MDHHS.

“MDHHS wants to make sure
that families and individuals can
put food on their tables,” said Ter-
rence Beurer, MDHHS deputy di-
rector of Field Operations
Administration. “We were con-
cerned about families having to go
45 to 60 days or more without
benefits as a result of the early is-
suance of February benefits.
Gradually returning to the regular
schedule cushions the impact of
the federal government shut-
down.”

People who receive food assis-
tance can check their benefits bal-
ance via the telephone number or
website address on the back of
their Bridge Card, or by accessing
their account at
www.michigan.gov/mibridges.


