
knife with a three- to four-inch
blade and stabbed the victim mul-
tiple times in the upper torso – in
front and behind.

The victim, identified only as a
37-year-old Cass City resident,
was transported to a hospital
where he underwent surgery and
was recovering from his wounds.

Tuscola
C o u n t y
Prosecutor
Mark E.
Reene sub-
sequently
c h a r g e d
R i c h a r d s
with as-
sault with
intent to
murder and
a s s a u l t
with intent
to do great bodily harm, both
felonies, punishable by up to life
in prison or any term of years, and
up to 10 years in prison, respec-
tively.

Richards also faces charges of
tampering with evidence and
lying to a peace officer involved
in a violent crime investigation.

Richards’ bond was set at
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HILLS AND Dales General Hospital officials hosted an estimated 200 people

during an open house Friday celebrating completion of the hospital’s $6 million

expansion/renovation project. Above, Pat Curtis, hospital board of trustees

chairman, cuts the ribbon next to (from left) Jean Anthony, Hills and Dales

president and CEO; Dr. Donald Robbins Jr., hospital chief of staff; 31st District

state Senator Kevin Daley (R-Lum); 84th District state Rep. Phil Green (R-

Millington); and Herb Spence, president of the commercial construction firm,

Spence Brothers. (Photo courtesy of Dave Wohl)

A SEMI-TRUCK driver faced a tense wait for

rescue after colliding with a Tuscola County

Road Commission truck (above) at the intersec-

tion of Bay City-Forestville and Grassmere

roads last week. The impact of the collision

caused the road commission truck to roll onto

its side and the semi to leave the road, hitting a

utility pole and tree, causing a power line to

come down on top of the vehicle. See story, page

4. (Photo courtesy of the Tuscola County Sher-

iff’s Department)

Cal Richards

TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff Glen Skrent (left)

presented the 2018 Officer of the Year Award to

Deputy Jonathon Ramirez last week, saying

Ramirez “has shown throughout his career that he

has conducted himself well under pressure. He has

taken action when necessary and de-escalated situ-

ations whenever possible.”

Top cops
Tuscola County sheriff honors officers

Local man rejects
plea offer, faces a
jury trial Feb. 26

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City man charged in the
stabbing of an acquaintance in
Cass City last summer will be
going to trial later this month after
rejecting a plea offer from the
Tuscola County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice. Details of the offer were not
released.
The case stems from a late-night

confrontation that turned violent
July 19 between the defendant,
Cal Bradley Richards, 31, Cass
City, and another man. Richards
allegedly stabbed the victim mul-
tiple times.

The assault took place just after
11 p.m. in the area of Pine and
Brooker streets. “It actually oc-
curred out in the street,” said Cass
City Police Chief Craig Haynes,
who noted the assault was not a
random act of violence. “They
knew each other. They live a
block apart.”

Richards felt the victim had al-
legedly taken something that be-
longed to him months prior to the
assault, according to Haynes, who
reported alcohol was involved in
the confrontation, which escalated
to the point in which Richards al-
legedly pulled out a small folding

Thumb counties gearing up
for 2019 Walk for Warmth

Please turn to page 16.

Thumb residents know a thing or two about bitter cold. Human De-
velopment Commission (HDC) officials are hoping that experience –
along with a healthy dose of compassion – will spur them on to partic-
ipate in this year’s Walk for Warmth (W4W) events.

The 29th annual W4W, which will raise funds to assist people with
utility emergencies, is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 23, with walker reg-
istration starting at 9 a.m. Simultaneous walks in four Thumb counties,
including Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac, will get underway at 9:30 a.m.
Walk for Warmth is a statewide event sponsored by Community Action

Agencies, such as HDC, to raise money to help local families in need
heat their homes. Local citizens gather pledges and walk a one-mile
route in the cold to keep others warm.

Last year, with the support of community volunteers and businesses,
HDC raised more than $55,000 to help struggling families and senior
citizens in Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac and Tuscola counties.  Money raised
in each county stays in that county.
In Tuscola County, this year’s walk will begin at the American Legion

Area school officials counting

the (make-up) days ‘till spring

Please turn to page 16.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Between dangerous below-zero temperatures and icy roads, a number
of Thumb schools could be forced to extend their school years to com-
pensate.

By making some minor changes now, Cass City School District offi-
cials are hoping to ease that obligation due to snow days.
The Cass City Public Schools were closed for a week because of sub-

zero temperatures, and classes were again canceled on two days last
week – Wednesday and Thursday – due to icy roads.

In an effort to offset those lost days, school officials are revising the
school calendar to comply with the state’s required days and clock

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s no secret law enforcement of-
ficers put their lives on the line on
a daily basis, but many other acts
of bravery and compassion —
from easing the fears of a trauma-
tized youngster to saving lives –

frequently go unnoticed by the
public.
In Tuscola County, sheriffs have

made an effort to ensure those acts
are recognized, and current Sher-
iff Glen Skrent is no exception.

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department honored its own dur-
ing annual departmental meeting

last week, with Skrent handing out
a number of awards and citations.

Highlighting the gathering was
the presentation of the 2018 Offi-
cer of the Year Award to Jonathon
Ramirez.

“Deputy Ramirez started em-
ployment in the corrections divi-
sion in August of 2008 and put
himself through the road patrol
academy in 2009.  He has shown
throughout his career that he has
conducted himself well under
pressure. He has taken action
when necessary and de-escalated
situations whenever possible,”
said Skrent, who described the of-
ficer as a humanitarian, using his
abilities, judgment and compas-
sion to help many people when
they needed it the most.

Skrent also presented Ramirez
with a citation for bravery.

“In February of 2018…Deputy
Ramirez was dispatched to a resi-
dence (in Vassar Township) and
found a suspect holding a knife to
a victim’s throat. Deputy Ramirez
assessed the situation, switched
from his firearm and deployed a
Taser to end the assault,” the sher-
iff said.

“As soon as the scene was se-
cure, he compassionately con-
soled a handicapped child who
had witnessed the assault, transi-
tioning from warrior to helper.
The award was presented for his
actions taken, remaining calm and
professional throughout the
event.”
Also recognized were the follow-

ing officers and other staff mem-
bers:

*Sgt. Michael Mattlin and
Deputy Spencer Coleman - life-
saving award; and intern Ryan
Hull - citizenship award.

“In June of 2018, Sgt. Mattlin,
Deputy Spencer Coleman and In-
tern Ryan Hull assisted the Caro
Police Department at a personal
injury accident on Van Geisen
Road. A vehicle had left the road-
way and struck a tree. The driver
was found to be unresponsive,”
Skrent explained. “Mattlin, Cole-
man and Hull, along with a Caro
PD officer, initiated CPR/acti-
vated AED, saving the victim’s
life.”
*Deputy Ryan LaFlure - citation

for meritorious service.
“In September of 2018, Deputy

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 12.
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Young 5’s 

Student of the Month is

Brendalynn Aldis

Nominated by:
Mrs. Schefka

Characteristics she 
displays:

Brendalynn is a person
who can be counted on

to be responsible. 
She consistently follows
directions and is a good

friend to others.

Some of her favorite things:
Tap dancing class

Going to the movies
Staying at my 

grandma’s house

Nominated by:
Mrs. LeValley

Characteristics she 
displays:

Joslyn is a top-notch stu-
dent. She always listens
and follows directions.
Joslyn always wears a
smile and has a conta-

gious giggle. Joslyn is a
wonderful example of a

SOAR student.

Some of her favorite things:
Playing with her sisters
Playing with her cats 

and dog

1st Grade

Student of the Month is

Joslyn Bartnik

2nd Grade

Student of the Month is

Tayler Wood

Nominated by: 
Mrs. Sweeney

Characteristics he 
displays:

Tayler gives his best in
everything that he does.
He is very attentive, and
always has a positive at-
titude. He is honest, kind,
and caring., and helpful.

Some of my favorite things:
School, My Family,
Friends, Nintendo,
Legos, Baseball &

Basketball

3rd Grade

Student of the Month is

Landen Whetstone

Nominated by:
Mrs. Stec

Landen is a great stu-
dent! He always follows
the school and classroom
rules. He is well liked by

his classmates and for
many good reasons. Lan-

den also works hard at
his school work and

takes it seriously.

Some of his favorite things:
Playing with his dog

Playing his Xbox
Swimming

4th Grade

Student of the Month is

Aby Wright

Nominated by:
4th Grade Teachers

Characteristics she 
displays:

Aby’s positive demeanor
is a pleasure to be around.
She is conscientious about

her work and shows re-
sponsibility each day. Aby
consistently volunteers in
class and is always willing

to help when she sees a
need. Keep up the awe-

some attitude, Aby!
Some of her favorite things:
Gymnastics, Reading, Ice

cream, Sugar

5th Grade

Student of the Month is

Kilee Hopper

Nominated by:
Fifth Grade Teachers

Characteristics she 
displays:

Kilee is a very caring , stu-
dious, and conscientious
young lady. She works

hard on her studies and is
always willing to help oth-
ers. She is an absolute joy
to have in our class-rooms.
Some of my favorite things:
I love pizza, I love playing

with my baby brother
Grant, and I love to play
with my Golden Doodle,

Gracie

6th Grade

Student of the Month is

Shelby Ignash

Nominated by:
6th Grade Team

Characteristics she
displays:

Shelby has been chosen
because she is dedicated to
being successful academi-
cally. She seems very goal

oriented and respectful,
thoughtful and caring to-

ward others.

Some of her favorite things:
Shelby enjoys eating wa-
termelon, playing ping

pong, sports and playing
with her dog.

8th Grade Student of the Month is

Blake Wooter

"Blake came into 8th grade ready to work, showing
great improvement from 7th grade. He's a nice kid
with a bright future." - Mrs. Jane Ignash

"He is a very hard working young man that I would
"go to bat for" at any time. He is a quiet leader and
leads by example." - Mr. Adam Dorland 

Some of his favorite things: 
Favorite Subject - Social Studies, Hobbies - Sports,
Weekend Fun - Sleeping, Favorite Movie - Cool
Runnings, Favorite Snack - Apples. 

4th Grade
Jack Betts*
John Bulla

D'Angelo Clement
Conor Currier*
Zachary Dooley
Marissa Dorland
Corbin Forster
Michael Gaul

Robert Gibbons
Evelyn Gniewek

Kirsten Guc*
Tyler Healy

Alyvia Hollis
Elyse Hoppe*
Lilly Jaworski

Elizabeth Kohaif*
Braxton Kolacz
Kadyn Kruse

Lindsey Langenburg*
Lillianne Little*

Blake Mackowiak
Haylee Mahoney*
Sophia Mathewson
Brady Mellendorf
Justin Murdoch
Aleksander Nika

Rylyn Pringle
James Ringle

Ryan Robinson
Grace Rockwell
Toby Sattelberg
Brody Schefka

Milo Schwendinger
Jannah Sheikh

Kenna Sigmund*
Ethan Speirs*
Ella Steadman

Alexis Tamlyn*
Elijah Villalpando

Aby Wright
Grace Zartman

5th Grade
Jackson Anthony
Kelsey Anthony
Dylan Barrigar*
Lauren Bartnik*
Justin Bergman

Rylee Bliss*
Evan Bogart

Alli-Lynn Connolly
Carla Cortes*

Braeden Dewey
Noah Dexter
Joseph Estep
Chloe Franzel
Gavin Franzel

Richard Gibbons JR
Braylon Gutierrez
Brady Halabis*

Owen Hall*
Olyviya Hartwick
Lauryn Hempton*
Ethan Hennessey
Madelyn Hicks
Kilee Hopper*

Natalie Horning
Ashley Jones*
George Kile III

Kaleigh Kubacki*
Madison Kulinski

Ali Learman*
Rylie Ligrow*
Drew Lowman

Anna Mecomber
Breanna Miller
Veedell Moore

Kenton Nicholas*
Haven Osentoski

Brynn Pallas*
Destiny Periso
Kylie Perkins*
Kaylee Peters

Jeevesh Prabaharan*
Trenton Roberts

Eloisa Ross
Sawyer Ross
Blayk Santos

Zachery Schram
Nickole Shimer

Zoe Speirs*
Alivia Spencer*
Nathanael Urban

Michael VanWonterghem
Ryker Wallace
Griffin Weiler*

Makaylah Westendorf
Ashley Ziemba

6th Grade
Romina Basanez-Gastelum

Carson Anthes
Elizabeth Binder

Mason Brown
Taryn Burpee

Alexis Champagne
Danielle Curtis
Justin Daniels

Madyson Elston
Maia Estrella*
Alysa Fritz*

Mason Gniewek*
Kacee Gray*
Kian Hoppe*

Mackenzie Hudson
Elsa Ibarra

Shelby Ignash*
Taylor Jones
Eric Kester

Jarod Mathewson
Brianna McKee
Kylie McKee

Matthew Mellendorf
Roman Muter*

Mia Myers-Caister
Trent Patrick

Angelina Periso
Isabelle Phillips

Madison Radabaugh
Garrett Reinke

Dylan Severance*
Emily Speirs*
William Steely

Cass City Schools announce
January Students of the Month

Cass City Elementary
announces honor roll
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

New student in school

fur for the rank my son had held.
No matter how sad you are, you have to laugh or at

least smile at a puppy’s antics. And, he was there to
support me when I went through cancer surgery, and
during chemo. It was while dealing with chemo that
Sgt. started sleeping with me, and his escapades pro-
vided fodder for many a column over the years.

He grew to be a very big dog. He weighed 120 to
130 ponds, and he was not overweight. I had a friend
who would visit Sergeant with her daughter regu-
larly. The little girl grew to love the dog that was
about as big as her, and he also loved her.
When he had a major health issue, she made a get-

well card for him and wanted regular updates on how
he was doing. Because he had stitches, he couldn’t
have visitors for a few days when he returned home
because he would get so excited.

When he was healed enough to have company,
those friends were the first to arrive.

Later, my friend told me her daughter was con-
cerned and worried that I wouldn’t let him stay in the
house at night while he was recovering. She laughed
as she told her daughter that Sergeant slept beside me
every night.

Sergeant passed away almost three years ago now.
I still miss him greatly. Dogs are the only thing that
will truly love you no matter what.
It is wonderful Akron-Fairgrove students will have

the opportunity to experience that.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The Akron-Fairgrove School District prides itself
for being on the cutting edge of new ideas in educa-
tion.
They were the first, and are the only district in Tus-

cola County, to use a “balanced calendar” schedule
in which students attend classes year around with
breaks throughout the year.

They also have a new staff member on board that
does not have a degree — or even a pedigree, for that
matter. The new staffer is a puppy, about eight weeks
old, that will serve as a therapy dog.
It is not unusual for therapy dogs to visit schools on

special occasions, but in the Akron-Fairgrove School
District, the puppy belongs to the school and will be
raised by those in the school.

They named the puppy Garth. He will be at the
school to comfort students, and for the students to
learn compassion, responsibility and love.
Because the school district’s mascot is the Vikings,

I think a better name for the four-pawed member
would be Thor.
Students in sixth through twelfth grades will partic-

ipate in getting Garth to learn commands. I totally
love that concept.

I’m a dog lover. I’ve always had a dog since I was
a little girl, and while I’ve had a lot of dogs over the
years, two were very special to me. One was Brandy
and the other was Sergeant.

I was in the process of getting Sergeant when my
son was killed in Iraq. So, I named my little ball of
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Michiganders have the chance to help protect
children when they file their state income tax re-
turns.

A checkoff box on the state income tax return
form allows residents to donate $5, $10 or more to
go toward preventing child abuse in Michigan
through the Children’s Trust Fund.

The Children’s Trust Fund – a nonprofit within
the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services – serves as a voice for Michigan’s chil-
dren and families and promotes their health, safety
and welfare by funding effective local programs
and services that help prevent child abuse and neg-
lect.

“As Michiganders file their taxes this year, we
hope they will check the Children’s Trust Fund box
on the Voluntary Schedule Form,” said Michael
Foley, director of the Children’s Trust Fund. “We
appreciate the generous support that we receive
every year from residents as they file their state
taxes. Checking the box allows us to fund local
programs throughout the state that prevent child
abuse and neglect.”

The Children’s Trust Fund checkoff box is on the
Voluntary Contribution Schedule Form 4642.

**********    

There are a few old timers in the area that may re-
member my uncle Lew Fenton - including Marilyn
Peters who work with him in the Owen-Gage
school district many years ago.

Lew passed away last week. He was in his early
80s. Uncle Louie was a great story teller and a
man’s man. He like to hunt, fish, introduced me to
snowmobiling, and was a long-time varsity football
coach for Saginaw Eisenhower.  

One year as skipper of the Saginaw Eisenhower
gridiron team, his squad had 80 players. Can you
image that Scott Cuthrell?

**********       

In typical fashion, Cass City High School foreign
exchange students were introduced during halftime
of the Red Hawk basketball contest with visiting
USA. In total they were eight announced by Jon
Zdrojewski (how he pronounced they names was
beyond me).

Anyway, there’s names were Alie Kalokon,
Serigne Mbodji, Ghazi Shawish, Shahrom Saidah-
madzod, Savina Terpe, Maelys Christien, Orsolya
Pleban, and Ishak Mamutov.

Can you guess any of their nationalities from
those spellings? We’ll revel the answers in next
week’s Rabbit Tracks. Best of luck.

**********  

This just in – courtesy of Connie Iwankovitsch.
The Cass City Jr. High Musical is scheduled for

Saturday, February 23 at 7PM.  Original perform-
ance was to be in November, but we had ineligibil-
ity issues, rescheduled for January, then had to
reschedule again for February.  The show must go
on... we hope!  “Fee Fi Fo Fum” is a One-Act mu-
sical comedy with a cast of 11.  And YES... Jack
will save Cass City from the Giant!
The Cass City High School play “Murder at Crim-

son House,” is a musical comedy murder mystery.
With a cast of 16, performances are scheduled for
March 8, 9, and 10, if snow days are kept to a min-
imum.

What happened to
transparency vow?

I noticed there was no mention of the public hear-
ing and adoption of opt-out recreational marijuana
ordinances in last Wednesday’s (Jan. 30) paper, nor
any mention of the first reading of an ordinance to
allow a marijuana grow and processing facility in
Cass City.

Ordinance #183 was not on the mid-month com-
mittee of the whole agenda where month end agenda
items are presented for discussion.  With such a hot
topic item, it’s odd that two council members were
apparently unaware that it was going to be on the
agenda until they received their council packets two
days before the meeting.  Jenny Zawilinski specifi-
cally asked at the end of the meeting, why she as a
council member was unaware it was being presented
for a first reading...and asked if there were meetings
being held by some council members at the exclu-
sion of others.
Manager (Debbie) Powell explained that personnel

and public safety committee representative Rob Pi-
askowski asked that the ordinance be placed on the
agenda.  A village resident indicated council Trustee
(Joe) Leeson mentioned prior to the meeting that he
was surprised to see it on the agenda, since it wasn’t
discussed or brought up at the committee of the
whole.

Since Cass City residents were evenly divided on
this hot topic in July, it begs the question of why the
rush to quietly push through a proposed first reading
of this ordinance?  Residents should have the right
to transparency in government....the right to have
ample time to review, research and question aspects
of such an important ordinance. Especially one that
has the potential to impact property values, safety
and use and enjoyment of outdoor spaces for resi-
dents who live and pay taxes in town.

December 2018 news reports about issues in
Chesaning and how that may impact residents here,
fell on deaf ears at the meeting.

Just wondering...two months after the election —
what happened to the pledge of “transparency”?

Nancy Barrios
Cass City

Editor’s note: There was no mention of the public
hearing and discussion of/action on the marijuana
ordinances in the Jan. 30 issue of the Chronicle be-
cause that meeting of the village council (resched-
uled due to the weather) was held after we had
already gone to press that week. A story outlining
the council’s action was published on the front page
of the Chronicle’s next edition, Feb. 6.

Learn the risks of
facing liver cancer

Between 2004 and 2015, liver cancer incidence in-
creased 46 percent in Michigan, prompting Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
officials to urge Michigan residents to learn about the
leading causes of liver cancer and the steps they can
take to reduce their risk.

Liver cancer is the sixth leading cause of cancer
deaths in Michigan, but early detection can help lower
liver cancer risk.
Chronic hepatitis B and hepatitis C are leading causes

of liver cancer, making up 65 percent of factors con-
tributing to liver cancer incidence in the United States.

The hepatitis B virus (HBV) is transmitted from per-
son to person through contaminated blood or body flu-
ids. HBV can spread from infected mothers to their
infants at birth, through unprotected sex or through
contact with blood or body fluids of a person who has
the virus.

In 2017, there were 1,237 newly reported diagnoses
of chronic hepatitis B in Michigan.

Hepatitis B disproportionately affects Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI). In Michigan, Asian
Americans had the highest incidence of chronic hepa-
titis B from 2012 to 2017 compared to other racial or
ethnic counterparts. In addition, AAPI have historically
been the racial/ethnic group most affected by liver can-
cer.

The hepatitis C virus (HCV) is a blood-borne
pathogen and is transmitted from person to person
through the contaminated blood of an infected individ-
ual.

In 2017, there were 12,062 newly reported cases of
chronic hepatitis C in Michigan. In the United States,
an estimated 3.5 million Americans are living with a
hepatitis C infection, and persons born from 1945 to
1965 make up 75 percent of those cases.

Only 50 percent of the 3.5 million Americans living
with chronic hepatitis C infection, however, are aware
of their current infection.

MDHHS urges persons born from 1945 to 1965 to
lower their risk of liver damage and liver cancer by
asking their healthcare provider for a hepatitis C blood
test. MDHHS also recommends testing for persons with
hepatitis C risk factors.

More recently, there have been increases in the rate
of new hepatitis C infections related to injection drug
use and young adults. The primary risk factor for HCV
transmission is sharing needles, syringes or drug
preparation equipment.
Residents can lower their risk of liver cancer by:
*Identifying your risk for hepatitis B or hepatitis C.

Take the CDC’s 5-minute online Hepatitis Risk Assess-
ment tool: Cdc.gov/hepatitis/riskassessment.
*Getting tested if you are at risk— ask your healthcare

provider for the test.
*Protecting yourself and your loved ones from hepa-

titis B. Ask your healthcare provider for the hepatitis
B vaccine.
*Talking to your doctor about treatment options if you

are currently infected with hepatitis B or hepatitis C.
*Avoiding excessive alcohol consumption.
For more information on viral hepatitis and testing

and vaccination recommendations, visit Cdc.gov/he-
patitis or Mi.gov/hepatitis. For more information on
liver cancer and viral hepatitis, visit Cdc.gov/hepati-
tis/featuredtopics/livercancerandhepatitis.htm.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Zachary D. Perkins, 27, Bre-
men, Ga., was sentenced to 13
months to 10 years in prison fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to
child abuse, second degree, June
26 in Vassar.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $258.
*Robert V. Pratt, 63, was sen-

tenced to 539 days in prison fol-
lowing his pleas of no contest to
assault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) and assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
officer June 7, 2017, in Watertown
Township; no contest to assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a po-
lice officer May 13, 2017, in
Tuscola Township; and no contest
to absconding or forfeiting bond
May 22, 2017, in Caro. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

Pratt, who is listed as being
homeless, was also ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $842.

*Hether L. Zeckser, 31, Caro,
pleaded no contest to assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
officer Sept. 28 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was

continued at $1,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Andrea M. Webster, 30, Sagi-
naw, pleaded no contest to three
counts of stealing/retaining a fi-
nancial transaction device without

consent of the device-holder Aug.
15-17 in Gilford Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $6,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

�#�"('*#�$+-�.0 )'//'*%�'/#).�'*�/&#�!�(#*"�-�'.�/&#��-'"�3�*++*� #$+-#
,0 ('!�/'+*���(#�.#�.#*"�!�(#*"�-�'/#).�/+�

��..��'/3��&-+*'!(#�������+2��������..��'/3����
���
�&+*#�����������������2����������	����!&-+*'!(#�!!!&-+*'!(#�*#/

���!�$��'�����#&�#'���
E&:9980?6=�90�#6/8>C��<//��977?83>C� /+6�����	���:�7����?7+8.��/@/69:7/8>
�9773==398�+>���� 98>+1?/��@/����+<9��":/8�>9�+8C98/�A+8>381�+�29>��297/�
=>C6/�7/+6�

��&#$��'�����#&�#'���
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
E�+</13@/<��988/->398��
��		�:�7������		�:�7����9?8><C��+<./8=��&-2/?</<��9=�
:3>+6���	��!���+=/@366/�%.���#31/98���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�

�# ��'�����#&�#'���
E&/839<��3>3D/8� 9@3/=��%+A=98� /79<3+6��3,<+<C���+==��3>C�+>�
��	�:�7�

��%&#��'�����#&�#'���
E�6��898�7//>381��

�+�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�
E%/@3@/��99.�#+8><C��0<97�
	�+�7����

�+�7�� ?=>�63@/�38�>2/��+==��3>C�&-2996
�3=><3->�+8.�7//>�>2/�038+8-3+6�1?3./638/=���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66��������
�
��	��

�&!��'�����#&�#'���
E�'2?7,��</+��97:+8398=����:�7���29=>/.�,C��+A8�*93.+8�+>��	���/6981�%.���/09<.�
=9-3+6�=?::9<>�1<9?:�>2+>�=><3@/=�>9�,/8/03>�0<97�=9-3+6�-98>+->�A3>2�9>2/<=�/B:/<3/8-381
1<3/0�69==�

�"!��'�����#&�#'���
E�6-92963-=��898C79?=��F 98.+C�+>�+�'37/�G���:�7���#+<5=3./��+0/���	�
� +38
&>���(,6C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66��81/6+�%��+>�������������
��
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
E&2+,,98+�"?></+-2��+,C�#+8><C��
	�+�7��>9���:�7���&2+,,98+�"?></+-2���
&2+,,98+�%.���/-5/<�� ����/8>6C�?=/.�-69>2381�+8.�/;?3:7/8>��.3+:/<=��,9>>6/=�
>9C=��09<7?6+��,+,C�099.���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-98>+->��?.C��9/<<�����������
�����

�&�$��'�����#&�#'��	
E�<+0>C��+.3/=��<9?:��
��:�7����97798��<9?8.=��8/B>�>9�%/@3@/����<381�+�-<+0>�
381�:<94/->�>9�A9<5�98���+66�������
���	��09<�79</�3809<7+>398��
E��� //>381������:�7���&>���9=/:2��2?<-2����	�!���<1C6/�%.��� //>381�A366�,/
2/6.�38�>2/�2+66�8/B>�>9�>2/�63>>6/�=>98/�-2?<-2��
E�6��898�7//>381����:�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�
E�3@381�A3>2�#+<538=98H=�&?::9<>��<9?:��
���	�:�7�������	�:�7����963.+C��88��B�
:</==�����%+:=98��+8/�*/=>���+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
E�+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:����		�:�7������		�:�7����+<,9<��/+-2��977?�
83>C��9=:3>+6��.7383=><+>398��?36.381��980/</8-/��/8>/<��
��&���3<=>�&>����+<,9<
�/+-2���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�

E(,6C��398=��6?,�7//>381����		�:�7��+>�>2/�(,6C�'2?7,�)/>/<+8=�"<1+83D+>398�
�+66���
����3812+8�&>���(,6C� ���������:9>�6?-5�3=�=/<@/.�:<39<�>9�>2/�7//>381�
�@/<C98/�3=�A/6-97/.�

��
�����������������
���
������
�'-./���/0-"�3�
E&?3-3./�&?<@3@9<��<3/0�&?::9<>��<9?:��
�:�7���'2?7,��</+�#=C-296913-+6�&/<@�
3-/=������%9=/�&>����+==��3>C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��3=+�&-29/>>6/�� ���#�
!���+>���������
�		�
�'-./��0*"�3�
E�366=3./��977?83>C��<?8-2��

�+�7��>9�
�:�7����66�C9?�-+8�/+>���<//�A366�900/<�
381�
E�'2?7,��</+��97:+8398=����:�7���29=>/.�,C��+A8�*93.+8�+>��	���/6981�%.���/09<.�
=9-3+6�=?::9<>�1<9?:�>2+>�=><3@/=�>9�,/8/03>�0<97�=9-3+6�-98>+->�A3>2�9>2/<=�/B:/<3/8-381
1<3/0�69==�
�'-./��+*"�3�
E!9@/=>+�'9A8=23:��9+<.�7//>381�����	�:�7�
E&2+,,98+�"?></+-2��+,C�#+8><C��
	�+�7��>9���:�7���&2+,,98+�"?></+-2���
&2+,,98+�%.���/-5/<�� ����/8>6C�?=/.�-69>2381�+8.�/;?3:7/8>��.3+:/<=��,9>>6/=�
>9C=��09<7?6+��,+,C�099.���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-98>+->��?.C��9/<<�����������
�����
�#!+*"��+*"�3�
E�656+8.�'9A8=23:��9+<.�7//>381����:�7�
E)�*�798>26C�7//>381����		�:�7���)�*��+66���+==��3>C�
�#!+*"��0#."�3�
E'2?7,�"->+198��+<8�7//>381����:�7���03</�2+66�38��+1/>9A8�
E'?=-96+��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=�+8.��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:��
��	�:�7���
���	�:�7��������8>/<1/8/<+>398+6��?36.381���	� 98>+1?/��@/����+<9��9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�
�
E��/.<98�"�&�����90��+<9�7//>381����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:��
	�		�+�7����
��		�:�7����?7+8
�/@/69:7/8>��9773==398��
�	�!?1/8>�%.����+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98�
>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�
�
E�6��898�7//>381����:�7���&>���<+8-3=�#+<<3=2��#31/98�
�#!+*"��&0-."�3�
E�+</13@/<��988/->398��
��		�:�7������		�:�7����9?8><C��+<./8=��&-2/?</<��9=�
:3>+6���	��!���+=/@366/�%.���#31/98���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
�&'-"��0*"�3�
E'2?7,��</+��97:+8398=����:�7���29=>/.�,C��+A8�*93.+8�+>��	���/6981�%.���/09<.�
=9-3+6�=?::9<>�1<9?:�>2+>�=><3@/=�>9�,/8/03>�0<97�=9-3+6�-98>+->�A3>2�9>2/<=�/B:/<3/8-381
1<3/0�69==�
�&'-"��+*"�3�
E&2+,,98+�"?></+-2��+,C�#+8><C��
	�+�7��>9���:�7���&2+,,98+�"?></+-2���
&2+,,98+�%.���/-5/<�� ����/8>6C�?=/.�-69>2381�+8.�/;?3:7/8>��.3+:/<=��,9>>6/=�
>9C=��09<7?6+��,+,C�099.���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-98>+->��?.C��9/<<�����������
�����
�&'-"��0#."�3�
E�3@381�A3>2�#+<538=98H=�&?::9<>��<9?:��
���	�:�7�������	�:�7����963.+C��88��B�
:</==�����%+:=98��+8/�*/=>���+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
E�+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:����		�:�7������		�:�7����+<,9<��/+-2��977?�
83>C��9=:3>+6��.7383=><+>398��?36.381��980/</8-/��/8>/<��
��&���3<=>�&>����+<,9<
�/+-2���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>�����������
�

E(,6C��398=��6?,�7//>381����		�:�7��+>�>2/�(,6C�'2?7,�)/>/<+8=�"<1+83D+>398�
�+66���
����3812+8�&>���(,6C� ���������:9>�6?-5�3=�=/<@/.�:<39<�>9�>2/�7//>381�
�@/<C98/�3=�A/6-97/.�
�&'-"��#"*#."�3�
E&:+12/>>3��388/<�+>��+==��3>C�)�*��+66�0<97���	�:�7�������	�:�7��'+5/�9?>
+@+36+,6/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�-+66����������������
�&'-"��&0-."�3�
E&+836+-��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=�+8.��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:����:�7������
�.?6>��+C�&/<@3-/=��?36.381������!���65�&>���&+8.?=5C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398�
-98>+->��37�+>�����������
�
�9<��7+8.+�+>���
	��������
E�<3/0�&?::9<>�7//>381=��F�/+6381�'91/>2/<�G��/<3>+1/��366��
�	��6/+@/<�%.��
�+<9��������	�:�7���9<�;?/=>398=�9<�>9�</13=>/<�>9�+>>/8.�:6/+=/�-+66�>2/�9003-/�+>
���������������9<�>966�0<//�����������������'2/=/�=/==398=�+</�9:/8�>9�+8C98/
./+6381�A3>2�+�1<3/0�9<�69==��&:98=9</.�,C��9=:3-/��.@+8>+1/���+==��3>C�
E�+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:��

�		�:�7����
�		�:�7����?66+<.�&+809<.� /79<3+6��3�
,<+<C����	�*���?<98��@/���)+==+<���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->� /<<C�+>������
����
�
�
�&'-"��-'"�3�
E&/839<��3>3D/8� 9@3/=��%+A=98� /79<3+6��3,<+<C���+==��3>C�+>�
��	�:�7�
�&'-"���/0-"�3�
E%/@3@/��99.�#+8><C��0<97�
	�+�7����

�+�7�� ?=>�63@/�38�>2/��+==��3>C�&-2996
�3=><3->�+8.�7//>�>2/�038+8-3+6�1?3./638/=���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66��������
�
��	��
4�+0-/&��+*"�3�
E�+==��3>C�&-2996��9+<.�7//>381����:�7�
E�366=����+6/=��/8/<+6��9=:3>+6��?B363+<C�7//>381��

��	�+�7����36631+8=��89
7//>381=��?6C���?1?=>���/-/7,/<��
E'?=-96+��9?8>C�%312>�>9��30/�7//>381�����	���:�7����+<9��</+��3=><3->��3,<+<C�
�	�*���<+85�&>����+<9���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
�+0-/&��#"*#."�3�
E"A/8��+1/�&-2996��9+<.�7//>381����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=�+8.��+736C��+</13@/<�&?::9<>��<9?:���?<98��/2+@�
39<+6��/+6>2���+.��B/���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->�%298.+�$?388�+>�����������
�����
E&+836+-��9?8>C��6D2/37/<H=� +8.� �+736C��+</13@/<� &?::9<>��<9?:�� &+836+-
�9?8>C� /.3-+6��+</��+-363>C��!998�>9���:�7���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-98>+->
 /<<C�+>�����������
�
�
�+0-/&��&0-."�3�
E�977?83>C��?8-2��8998��&2+,,98+�(83>/.� />29.3=>��2?<-2�
��./��+*"�3�
E�+==��3>C�)366+1/��9?8-36�7//>381����:�7���7?83-3:+6�,?36.381�
��./��#"*#."�3�
E�+==��3>C��2+7,/<�7//>381����+�7���%+A=98� /79<3+6��3=><3->��3,<+<C�
�1#-3��+*"�3�
E�6-92963-=��898C79?=��F 98.+C�+>�+�'37/�G���:�7���#+<5=3./��+0/���	�
� +38
&>���(,6C���9<�79</�3809<7+>398��-+66��81/6+�%��+>�������������
��
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
�1#-3��0#."�3�
E��� //>381������:�7���&>���9=/:2��2?<-2����	�!���<1C6/�%.��� //>381�A366�,/
2/6.�38�>2/�2+66�8/B>�>9�>2/�63>>6/�=>98/�-2?<-2��
E�6��898�7//>381����:�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�
E�<+0>C��+.3/=��<9?:��
��:�7����97798��<9?8.=��8/B>�>9�%/@3@/����<381�+�-<+0>�
381�:<94/->�>9�A9<5�98���+66�������
���	��09<�79</�3809<7+>398��
�1#-3��#"*#."�3�
E&:9980?6=�90�#6/8>C��<//��977?83>C� /+6�����	���:�7����?7+8.��/@/69:7/8>
�9773==398�+>���� 98>+1?/��@/����+<9��":/8�>9�+8C98/�A+8>381�+�29>��297/�
=>C6/�7/+6�
�1#-3��&0-."�3�
E���7//>381������:�7����99.�&2/:2/<.��?>2/<+8��2?<-2���+==��3>C���9<�79</
3809<7+>398��-+66����������������
�1#-3���/0-"�3
E�6��898�7//>381��

�+�7����+537+�&/</83>C��97/�� +C@366/���+66������
�����
09<�79</�3809<7+>398�

�������������������

����		��

�����
����
����

�����������	����
��������

�����������������������
��1"�+*���#�*/�./& �."(" /&+*�+#�������+23�-" (&*"-�./2(".���+04((
"*'+2�/%"� +)#+-/��0&(/�&*/+�"1"-2�$"*0&*"�������+23�-" (&*"-���0--2�
.�1&*$.�/%&.�$++!� �*4/�(�./�(+*$� �����������������

!�����"����
�	���� �������
��������������������������

!������"������������� ��������
���������������������������������

!���"���������������������� �
������������������������������

���
�����
����������������������������������

������
��������
���
������

�����
��������
���
������

	����
��������
���
�������

-+,�+##�#+-
��./$�/"��("�*"-.

�-+)����	���


����
����

��������
���
�������

������������������
��������������

Tense wait after semi hits road truck
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Bay City semi-truck driver
faced a tense wait for rescue after
colliding with a Tuscola County
Road Commission truck last
week.

The accident occurred Tuesday
at about 9:30 a.m. at the corner of
Bay City-Forestville and Grass-
mere roads in Elkland Township,
according to Tuscola County
Sheriff Glen Skrent, who noted
Tuscola County Weighmaster
Deputy Ryan Herford and Sgt.
Michael Mattlin, along with the
Elkland and Elmwood Township-

Gagetown fire departments re-
sponded.
“There was a report that a subject

in a semi-truck could not get out
of the truck as fuel was leaking
and a power line had fallen on the
truck,” Skrent reported.
Investigators determined that the

Tuscola County Road Commis-
sion truck had been traveling east
on Bay City-Forestville Road, and
that the 53-year-old driver from
Unionville began to turn north
onto Grassmere Road. “As he did,
a semi-truck, driven by a 24-year-
old Bay City man, (who was) be-
hind the road commission truck,
attempted to pass the road com-

mission truck, striking it,” Skrent
said.

“The impact caused the road
commission truck to roll onto its
side and the semi to leave the
road, hitting a utility pole and tree,
causing the power line to come
down on it,” he added. “Emer-
gency personnel had to wait until
Detroit Edison responded before
getting the semi-truck driver out.”
The sheriff said both drivers suf-

fered minor injuries in the crash
and were transported to Hills and
Dales General Hospital by MMR
Ambulance for treatment.

The names of the drivers were
not released.

Tuscola Co. man facing 26
charges in police shooting

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A Tuscola County man arrested
after shooting a Saginaw Town-
ship police officer was formally
arraigned on more than two-dozen
charges last week in Saginaw
County District Court.

In all, Joshua Rosebush, 29, of
Vassar, faces 26 charges, includ-
ing two counts of assault with in-
tent to murder in connection with
the Jan. 22 incident in which he
allegedly shot Saginaw Township
Officer Jeff Koenig, 48, and shot
at a second officer — the Shi-
awassee County detective who ap-
prehended him – during a crime
spree that covered three counties.

Rosebush, who has been in the
custody of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections for parole vi-
olations, appeared in court via
video.

In addition to assault with intent

to murder, he faces felony charges
of receiving and concealing a
stolen firearm, three counts of ve-
hicle theft, six counts of being a
felon in possession of a firearm,
13 counts of possession of a
firearm in
the com-
mission of a
felony, and
one count
of assault-
ing, resist-
ing or
obstructing
a police of-
ficer.

Investiga-
tors say
Rosebush allegedly shot Koenig
in the face during a traffic stop in
Saginaw County’s Kochville
Township while driving a stolen
pickup truck. Koenig, who under-
went surgery and is recovering
from his injuries, was able to radio

for help. Rosebush fled the scene
and allegedly stole a construction
equipment truck that police later
found abandoned in Flint Town-
ship.

According to reports, Rosebush
was next spotted driving a stolen
van on I-69. Shiawassee County
Sheriff’s Detective Scott Shenk
started following the suspect vehi-
cle, but before back-up officers
could arrive, Rosebush exited the
freeway, stopped and engaged the
detective in a gunfight. Rosebush
suffered a minor facial injury, and
Shenk was not hurt.

Rosebush, who was wanted in
Tuscola County in connection
with a series of vehicle break-ins
and thefts when the shootings
took place, remains in jail and was
scheduled to be back in court
Thursday.
If convicted of the charges, Rose-

bush could spend the rest of his
life in prison.

Joshua Rosebush
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

You can’t go home
again. It’s a shame

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)
Schneeberger’s congratulates

Shania Chambers as their “Athlete
of the Week” award winner. The
Cass City senior recorded a game-
high 14 points Thursday to lead
the Lady Red Hawk cagers past
visiting Bay City All Saints.
Chambers hit 3 treys, passed for 4
assists and recorded 3 steals in the
50-16 victory. Coach Clarke Haire
says Chambers’ statistics don’t tell
the whole story. “Shania is the
best girl athlete I’ve ever coached.
She’s our best ball handler and de-
fender. She’s the glue that holds
this team together,” says Haire of
his 4-year letter winner. “I would
like to see Shania take more shots,
but she would rather pass. She’s
the best true point guard in the
Greater Thumb West Conference,
in my opinion,” said Haire. Cham-
bers, a 3-sport star, is the daughter
of Shelly and Bill Chambers.
Kudos to Sgt. James M. Freeman

of the Cass City Police Depart-
ment. He was lauded at Monday’s
village council meeting for his
handling of an employee embez-
zlement complaint, filed by a
manufacturing company in the vil-
lage. According to Freeman’s
boss, Chief of Police Craig
Haynes, his detailed investigation
required several search warrants
for banking records, along with
many interviews. At the conclu-
sion of his investigation, a felony
warrant was obtained for embez-
zlement.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)
Elkland Township Fire Chief Ron
Pawloski will end a 36-year tenure
with the fire department, including
12 years as chief, at the end of
2009. Pawloski’s emergency re-
sponse career has also included 28
years with various ambulance
services in the village.

Alicia Leipprandt and Clark
Walsh have a lot in common; both
Ubly teens are high school seniors
- Leipprandt in Ubly and Walsh in
Cass City - both are good students
and standout athletes. And, both
have a dream to fly. The area sen-
iors recently earned a shot at that
dream with their acceptance into
the U.S. Air Force Academy. U.S.
Rep. Candice Miller (MI-10) an-
nounced the appointments last
week. “These 2 seniors have
shown themselves to be role mod-
els for their peers both in their
schools and in their communi-
ties,” Miller said. “Their commit-
ment to American values is
apparent in their accomplishments
thus far, and it is my honor to have
nominated each of them to our na-
tion’s Air Force Academy.”

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

A new effort is underway to save
the historic “Round Barn” near
Gagetown. The Thumb Octagon
Barn Committee was formed last
fall and has been meeting since
late January, according to Betty
Pattullo, a member of the group,
who explained the renewed effort
falls under the umbrella of the
Tuscola 2001 project. The com-
mittee’s first priority is to repair
the barn, which in recent months
has shown increasing evidence of
the toll exacted by the elements
over the years. 

1993 proved to be the busiest
year ever for Rawson Memorial
Library in Cass City, with a whop-
ping 94,000 items checked out.
The total figures out to 11.5 items
per capita - more than double the
state average of 5.2. The count
doesn’t include items used but not
checked out, such as reference
materials and newspapers. The
banner year comes as no surprise
to library officials, who say com-
munity support has always played
a vital role in the local library’s
history.
Air Force Airman Jason D. Klein

has graduated from the special
purpose vehicle and equipment
mechanic course at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio. Students
were taught vehicle maintenance
inspection systems, policies, and
procedures for special purpose ve-
hicles and equipment. Examples
are aircraft de-icers, cargo loaders,
crawler tractors, snow removal
equipment and sweepers. 

Marine Pfc. Jason P. Griswold,

I was born in a year that marked some amazing times in this country,
an era that feels hundreds of years in the past when I look around at the
pessimistic, angry, largely lost society in which I live today.

Maybe it’s my rose-colored glasses, but it seems to me Americans
were ambitious and hopeful and knew who they were in 1962.
The year saw the oral polio vaccine developed by Albert Sabin given

to millions of children to combat polio. John Glenn became the first
American to orbit the Earth in February 1962. Then-President John F.
Kennedy’s speech the same year, pushing this nation to be the first to
put men on the moon, came to fruition seven years later when Apollo
11 landed and Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin Jr. became the
first human beings to walk on the moon’s surface.

The United States, a powerful and respected nation then, stood firm
as the Cold War continued to worsen. The Cuban Missile Crisis un-
folded in 1962 when the Russians placed ballistic missiles in Cuba, just
90 miles away from the coast of Florida, and Kennedy called the bluff
by threatening war unless they were removed.
Americans knew who they were and what they stood for then, at least

those were my thoughts as I marked by 57th birthday last week. 
Folks still know who and what they are these days — many of them

have just decided they “identify” as being someone (or something) else,
and they along with various vocal minorities expect the rest of the world
to accept their twisted view of reality or risk the label of being a hater.
In short, we’re constantly being pelted with the thinly-veiled message
that everything is acceptable (spoiler alert: it’s not).

The value of just about everything has risen – except the value we
place on life, a horrifying trend we continue to see with all-too-frequent
random acts of violence and in abortion clinics across the nation.
A multitude of our national leaders continue to reach new heights when

it comes to being self-serving and just plain ridiculous – and worse —
so desperate to hang on to their party labels no matter the cost to the
citizens they’re supposed to be serving.
And for what?
We seem to have forgotten that old adage, “United we stand, divided

we fall.”
Of course, the technology that has consumed this country – and world

– in recent decades has contributed to the cause.
We’ve never had so much information so readily (and instantly) avail-

able. That’s good, and bad, considering much of the information that is
so readily available is also inaccurate, spread across social network sites
and many media outlets, all in a race to be first.
We’ve become lazy, all too willing to point fingers without looking in

the mirror and owning up to the fact that too many of us are content to
be spoon-fed reports, swallowing everything we hear, hook, line and
sinker, because we can’t find the time to do a little research (rather
ironic in an age when the facts are just a few keyboard taps away, don’t
you think?).
I suppose it’s age, but there are times when I yearn for the much (seem-

ingly) simpler way of life we left behind in the 1960s. Who wouldn’t
love to see common decency drown out the level of anger we face on a
daily basis these days?
At least people talked to each other, face to face, back then. 
Oh, well. I suppose Author Thomas Wolfe was right; you really can’t

go home again.
But there certainly are days – these days – I wish he was wrong.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bond of
Lansing are the parents of a new
daughter, born Friday, Feb. 7, in
Sparrow hospital. The baby
weighed seven pounds and six
ounces. The Bonds also have a
son Greg, 6, and daughter, Gayle,
3.

Kenneth Hayes, 19, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Jim Hayes, has been in-
jured by enemy shrapnel in S.
Vietnam near Saigon. The Hayes
family received word Feb. 1 in a
letter from their only son that he
had been hit in the lower abdomen
area and was hospitalized at Cam
Rahn Bay in Vietnam. Mrs. Jim
Hayes reported they were
“slightly shook” when they re-
ceived the letter they had as of
Monday received. no confirma-
tion from U.S. government offi-
cials. He was hit Jan. 27. Kenneth
wrote his parents that he was not
injured seriously and that at the
time of the letter writing, he was
“feeling better”. He has been
awarded the Purple Heart.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)
Among the 10 Michigan men

who were on Jan. 7 commissioned
and given the wings of the mili-
tary pilot is 2nd Lt. John Arnold
Reagh, 25, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira
Reagh, Twin Lakes Club, Branch,
Mich. The Reaghs were formerly
residents of Cass City and John
Arnold was graduated from the
high school here in 1937. He qual-
ified as an aviation cadet April 10,
1943.

Howard Taylor son of Mr. and
Mrs. Roy M. Taylor, of Cass City,
is one of nine First Lieutenants re-
cently promoted to Captain at Fort
Sheridan, Ill. Capt. Taylor, assis-
tant registrar at the station hospi-
tal, received his promotion this
week. He has been stationed at
Fort Sheridan since June, 1942.
After graduating from Michigan
State College, he remained in the
school’s employ until he entered
the Army as a private in 1941. He
was commissioned in 1942.

Lt. Ralph W. Rawson has been
recalled from duty outside the
United States and ordered to post
graduate training in Annapolis,
Maryland. The course is sched-
uled to last 18 months and Lt.
Rawson will specialize in Ord-
nance Engineering (aviation).
Two officers of the regular Navy
were appointed to take the course
during 1944. Lt. and Mrs. Ralph
W. Rawson will be in Annapolis
after Mar. 6, Lt. Rawson has been
with the U. S. Navy patrol
squadron flying patrol planes.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)
Lieut. Leslie P. Koepfgen, son of

Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Koepfgen of
Cass City, arrived at New York
Tuesday from overseas service
wearing a distinguished service
cross for downing two German
planes at Stenay. Lieut. Koepfgen
was up at the front from August
until the armistice was signed
bombing German troops, towns,
railways and roads. Twice he nar-
rowly escaped being made a pris-
oner, and had it not been for the
fact that the Americans had made
big advances during the day, he
would have been captured. One of
these times, his plane was shot
down with one of the wings nearly
gone and one cylinder torn off. He
was in many fights and has four
German planes to his credit which
are official and a couple more un-
official.

Cyrus Wells of Kingston town-
ship is getting together a fine herd
of Hereford cattle. Last Thursday,
he brought home a nice thorough-
bred heifer of this breed which he
had purchased from James Profit
of Elkland township. The animal
was nine months old.
S. F. Bigelow returned Thursday

evening from his trip to the Agri-
cultural College at Lansing where
the convention of breeders and
feeders of Michigan was held last
week. Mr. Bigelow was on the
program for a speech in the Here-
ford section of the convention,
having for his topic “Why Breed
Herefords.” While there he pur-
chased a fine heifer from the col-
lege herd, a Hereford of course.
This is the second animal Mr.
Bigelow has secured from this in-
stitution.

son of Brenda K. Griswold of
Snover, recently reported for duty
at Marine Barracks, Washington,
D.C. He joined the Marine Corps
in February 1993. As of Feb. 1,
the U.S. Navy had 417 ships: 174
of them are underway; 87 of them
are deployed. It has 12 exercises
ongoing with 14 countries and
port visits to 10 countries. 

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Ferris were

honored at a wedding reception
after the Sunday evening service
at First Baptist Church. A buffet
meal was served. The Ferrises are
living in Grand Rapids. 

Douglas and Tammy Laurie of
Hoppe Road announce the birth of
a son, Guthry John, Jan. 31 at
Huron Memorial Hospital, Bad
Axe. He is their first child and
weighed six pounds and five
ounces. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Laurie of Cass City and
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Wissner of
Sebewaing.

The last freight train left Cass
City at 4:40 p.m. last Thursday. It
consisted of two locomotives,
snowplow car, two empty cars it
picked up in Cass City, one at the
Pillsbury elevator and the other at
General Cable, and a caboose. It
stopped in Owendale on its way
north to pick up six empty fertil-
izer cars at Sohigro Service. 
After almost seven years as Elk-

land Township supervisor, Jack
Gallagher has decided this will be
his last. The Koepfgen Road resi-
dent told the Chronicle there was
no special reason for his deciding
not to seek reelection, simply that
he has “just decided not to.” He
admitted there are some pressures
to the job of being supervisor and
assessor.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 
Mrs. Glenn McClorey and Mr.

and Mrs. Lewis Crawford of Caro
visited their sister-in-law, Mrs.
Arthur Crawford at St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Pontiac, Sunday after-
noon. Clare Crawford, a brother
of Mrs. McClorey and Lewis and
Arthur Crawford, returned to his
home in Pontiac after being a sur-
gical patient at Crittendon Hospi-
tal, Rochester.

Mr. and Mrs. Willis Thane of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Sherril Kay
Thane, to John Edwin Tarplee, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Pike Tarplee of St.
Paul, Ind. An April 28 wedding is
being planned at the Colwood
United Brethren Church.

Several Cass City High School
vocational agriculture students
were among those who placed in
the bash crop production projects
sponsored by Wickes Agriculture
elevators for Future Farmers of
America members.   

Awards were presented by the
firm at its 22nd annual Big Acre
awards banquet Feb. 14 in
Frankenmuth. Senior Dwight
Loeding won major gold awards
for outstanding individual per-
formance in corn and soybeans.
He also took first place awards in
oats and wheat. Other winners
were Matt Heronemus, first in
navy beans; Bob Leslie, second in
corn; Randy Vollmar, second in
oats; Barb Broecker, second in
soybeans and navy beans; Dan
Hunt, fourth in oats and third in
corn; Ed Zimba, third in oats; Don
Hunt, fourth in corn, and Larry
Leppek, sixth in corn. Entrants
were judged on such factors as
record keeping, preparation of an
article with photographs about
their project, yields and varieties
used. 

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Chloe Ann Wills entertained 16
friends at a birthday party Satur-
day afternoon at the home of her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Wills. Refreshments were served
and games were played. Guests
included: Terry Lynn and Bobbi
Jo Mac Kay, Debbie and Mary Jo
Lockwood, Laurie Frederick,
Laurie Ware, Kelli Jo Winter, San-
dra Guinther, Kristine Bresky,
Lisa Frederick, Sharon Osantoski,
Lorna and LuEllen Lowe, Lisa
White, Karen Schmidt and Sherryl
Wells. It was Chloe Ann’s eighth
birthday.

Community foundation set

to accept applications for

spring grant funding cycle

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County organizations looking to share in more than $100,000
in grant funding to be distributed through the Tuscola County Commu-
nity Foundation (TCCF) in the spring have just over two weeks to file
an application.
That’s according to John Hunter, executive director of the foundation,

who said applications must be postmarked by Friday, March 1.
“The Tuscola County Community Foundation is offering grants to

fund projects within Tuscola County.  Approximately $110,000 will be
available to apply for during this upcoming spring grant cycle for eli-
gible Tuscola County organizations,” Hunter said.

Applications are available on the website www.tuscolaccf.org under
the “grant application” drop-down section. Those planning to submit
an application are asked to first review the grant guidelines document
and, if they have any questions related to the application process, con-
tact Hunter via email at tccf534@century.net or by calling (989) 673-
8223.

Representatives of the following funds will be awarding funding in
the spring:

*Janks Fund, $50,000 available for unrestricted projects.
*Andrews Fund, $15,000 for children’s activities.
*Future Youth Involvement (FYI) Fund, $30,000 for youth programs.
*Tuscola County Homelessness Fund, $2,000 to aid the homeless in

Tuscola County.
*Healthy Youth/Healthy Seniors Fund, $4,000 for health-oriented pro-

grams for youth/seniors.
*Founders Fund, $3,000 for unrestricted projects.
*Greater Millington Area Fund, $5,000 for the betterment of the

Millington community.
*Anne S. Laethem Fund, $500 for the preservation of historic build-

ings in Tuscola County.
*Don List Fund for Special Needs Children, $900 to provide for spe-

cial needs children.

In December, TCCF officials distributed nearly $142,000 as part of
the organization’s annual fall distribution cycle.

The total included a combined $10,000 in grants awarded to the village
of Cass City for a new water filtration system and needed lifeguard
equipment for the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool.

“TCCF maintains over 90 funds, most endowed,” noted Hunter, who
is in his first year as executive director of the foundation following the
retirement of longtime director and former veteran Cass City educator
Ken Micklash.

Hunter said the foundation’s current assets top $13 million, with more
than $4.7 million awarded from the various funds, to-date, for the pur-
pose of helping to make Tuscola County a better place to live.
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is conducted by Prudential Finan-
cial in
p a r t n e r-
ship with
the Na-
tional As-
sociation
of Sec-
o n d a r y
S c h o o l
Principals
(NASSP).

“These
y o u n g
v o l u n -
t e e r s
l e a r n e d
a n d
d e m o n -
s t r a t e d
that they
can make
meaning-
ful contri-
butions to
individu-
als and
commu-
nities through their service,” said
Prudential CEO Charles Lowrey.
“It’s an honor to recognize their
great work, and we hope that shin-
ing a spotlight on their service in-
spires others to consider how they
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ORGANIZERS OF the 15th annual Taste of the

Thumb event, held recently in Peck, say the 2019

fundraiser proved to be a big success, generating

nearly $5,000 for the Sanilac County Child Abuse

Prevention Council.

“Taste of Thumb” event
raises $5,000 for Sanilac
kids in need of support

Organizers say the 2019 Taste of the Thumb event in Sanilac County
proved to be a big success, generating nearly $5,000 for the Sanilac
County Child Abuse Prevention Council.
“This year’s 15th annual Taste of the Thumb was held on Sunday, Jan-

uary 26, in Peck. A large crowd of patrons enjoyed food and spirits from
ten great vendors,” reported Amy Dumaw, prevention education spe-
cialist with the Sanilac County Child Abuse Prevention Council. “Com-
ments were positive, indicating that this was one of the best Taste of
the Thumb events yet.”

The Sanilac County Child Abuse Prevention Council is part of the
S.A.V.E. (Sanilac Area Violence Elimination and Education) Partner-
ship, which is a consolidated collaboration of Sanilac County entities
that provide programs related to child abuse, domestic violence, sexual
assault and homelessness, according to Dumaw.

“The Sanilac County Child Abuse Prevention Council would like to
thank all of the vendors and patrons for their generous support, which
allows the council to provide child abuse prevention education, pro-
grams and intervention services to child victims of sexual and physical
abuse,” Dumaw said.

More information about the council, including its mission, and ways
residents can support their efforts is available by contacting Jennifer
Gezequel at (810) 648-4098 (ext. 155) or Dumaw at (810) 648-4098
(ext. 144), or by visiting the agency’s new website at www.sanilac-
child.org.

They’re supporting people with
disabilities, kids experiencing
homelessness and communities
affected by Hurricane Harvey. A
few have made it their mission to
focus attention on teen mental
health. Others are raising money
and awareness to help children
with cancer.
Those are just some stories of the

102 youth volunteers – two from
each state and the District of Co-
lumbia – who were named state
honorees/recipients of the Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards,
a nationwide program honoring
students in grades 5-12 for out-
standing volunteer service.

This year’s Michigan honorees
are Emma Eimers of New Haven
and Emily Potter of Dowagiac.
In addition, the program’s judges

recognized 234 students nation-
wide as Distinguished Finalists for
their impressive community serv-
ice activities, and three of Michi-
gan’s finalists hail from the
Thumb. They are Addy Battel of
Cass City, Pearl Daskam of Ubly
and Amber Essenmacher of Bad
Axe. Each will receive an en-
graved bronze medallion.
The Prudential Spirit of Commu-

nity Awards, now in its 24th year,

might make a difference.”
“Each of these honorees is proof

that students have the energy, cre-
ativity and unique perspectives to
create positive change,” said
JoAnn Bartoletti, executive direc-
tor of NASSP. “We commend
each of the 2019 honorees for
their outstanding volunteer serv-
ice, and for the invaluable exam-
ple they’ve set for their peers.”

The Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Awards represents the United
States’ largest youth recognition
program based solely on volunteer
service. All public and private
middle level and high schools in
the country, as well as all Girl
Scout councils, county 4-H organ-
izations, American Red Cross
chapters, YMCAs and affiliates of
Points of Light’s HandsOn Net-
work, were eligible to select a stu-
dent or member for a local
Prudential Spirit of Community
Award.

Local honorees were then re-
viewed by an independent judging
panel, which selected state hon-
orees and finalists based on crite-
ria that includes personal
initiative, effort, impact and per-
sonal growth.

Spirit of community
Thumb teens distinguished finalists in Prudential program

Addy Battel

Pearl Daskam

Cass City’s Benjamin Schott named
new CEO of Thumb Bank and Trust

The board of directors of Thumb
Bank and Trust recently an-
nounced that, following the retire-
ment of Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Jay C. Dubey, the bank has
appointed Benjamin F. Schott of
Cass City as the new CEO.

Benjamin Schott

Schott began his banking career
with Thumb Bank and Trust as a
co-op student in 1991. Early in his
career, he held positions in credit
administration and financial plan-
ning.  Schott progressed through
the ranks at Thumb Bank and
Trust and most recently served as
chief operating officer.

“We have a great team and I am
excited to build upon that team as
we continue to provide quality
products and services to our cus-
tomers throughout the Thumb and
Bay regions,” Schott said. “The
incredible support from the board,
the executive team, employees,

and customers is inspiring. I feel
honored to be a part of this organ-
ization.”

Schott graduated from Central
Michigan University with a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in business
administration with a major in fi-
nance. He also attended the
Robert Perry School of Banking
and the Midwest Trust School and

is a certified financial planner.
Schott is currently a member and

past president of the Cass City
Gavel Club, and current treasurer
of the Cass City Boys Little
League.

He and his wife, Tonya, reside in
Cass City with their three chil-
dren.
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SGT. JOSH Herman (from left), Deputy Ryan LaFlure, Detective Scott Jones, Detec-

tive James Hook, Deputy Steve Roland and Deputy Jonathon Ramirez all were

awarded professional excellence citations for their efforts in responding to a missing

erson complaint that led to a warrant for murder last spring in Arbela Township.

DEPUTY Jordan Alexander was awarded a citation for

professional excellence for her role in responding to

threats made against a Kingston business last summer.

��

�����
�����	�����������������

������# �

"��)��'��$�+ �
(%*$���'%*&�

()%�!�������
�%,-��	����

	���

�������
�������

�����
���� 
����
����� ��������
���� 
����������

���������� ����������� �����	������ ����������

������������� ������������ ��������� ���� �����

�������3����������

���,�$)�-%*�)%�(���,��)�,����+��)%�%���'��
���������(1�,%(#&!�+!*�%+�
-)�"%+,-�-%'!��.,-)'!+,��

��""�*(�)%�(����*"��-%*'��&&% $)#�$)�)%��-�

�����	�������������
���)��'���%%$'%%���
��+ ��) %$��-()�#�

�(&1�
��������%&!,

()%�!�����	�

����	������������������


��
�	�


��������������������������
�%$+�') �"��
��'���%&�

� ' *(���� %�
"��!��$)�' %'�

()%�!�����
�
����	������������������


������


�)!,�1).+���+�(!! �+!*�%+! 
��&&��))+!��)-)+,�-) �1�

")+�-$!��!,-� !�&,�
�-2,�()-�1).+�%(,.+�(�!2,��$)%�!�
0$)�,!+/%�!,�1).+���+��%-2,�1).+,�

Continued from page one.

LaFlure was dispatched to a
woman-in-labor call. Deputy
LaFlure remained calm and as-
sisted the family for the impend-
ing birth. The woman who had
given birth appreciated Deputy
LaFlure for his assistance on sev-
eral occasions, and believed that
he went above and beyond in his
duties,” Skrent said.
*Deputy Bradley Spangler - life-

saving citation.
“In August of 2018, Deputy

Spangler answered a call in
Millington Township, reference a
juvenile in emotional distress. The
juvenile had left her home, how-
ever, Deputy Spangler did not
give up on locating her,” Skrent
said. “He used several investiga-
tive techniques and eventually
found her just as she was trying to
commit suicide. Deputy Span-
gler’s diligence paid off and a life
was saved.”

*Deputy Ryan LaFlure and
Deputy Cory Jacobs - citations for
bravery.

“In March of 2018, Deputy
LaFlure and Deputy Jacobs were
dispatched to an address on South
Van Buren Road, reference a sus-
pect who had made threats of
harming and/or killing her chil-
dren,” the sheriff said. “Officers
from Vassar and Reese also re-
sponded (and) were confronted by
a suspect who pointed a gun at
them. Officers were able to re-
move the children from the house
during the standoff. Eventually,
Deputy LaFlure seized a moment,
placed himself in harm’s way and
disarmed the suspect, thereby end-
ing the incident.”
*Deputy Shannon Gwizdala - ci-

tation for professional excellence.
“Deputy Gwizdala keeps track of

all evidence, releases reports, con-
sults with the prosecutor’s office,
handles FOIA requests and assists
covering the lobby, to name a few
of her duties.  She has modernized
the evidence process at the sher-
iff’s office. Deputy Gwizdala is
classified as one of the ‘unsung
heroes’ at the department,” Skrent
explained.

*Administrative Assistant Heidi
Chicilli - citation for professional
excellence.
“Heidi Chicilli has shown profes-

sional excellence every day that
she works,” Skrent noted. “She is
always willing to help any em-
ployee without complaint. Her or-
ganizational skills are
outstanding. Heidi goes above and
beyond in her duties and is a great
member of the community with
her school activities.”

*Deputy Jordan Alexander - ci-
tation for professional excellence.

“In June of 2018, Deputy
Alexander was dispatched to
(Kingston) for someone threaten-
ing a business.  The business pro-
vides treatment for victims of
abuse and neglect, specializing in
children who are treatment-resis-
tant and often hard to place. In
today’s society, these types of
complaints are cause for harm,”
said Skrent, who added he re-
ceived a letter from the business
director commending Alexander
on her responsiveness, profession-
alism and diligence in resolving
the incident.

*Detective Scott Jones, Detec-
tive James Hook, Deputy Steve
Roland, Deputy Jon Ramirez and
Deputy Ryan LaFlure - meritori-
ous service; and Sgt. Josh Herman
- professional excellence.

“In April of 2018, officers re-
sponded to a call in Arbela Town-
ship, reference a missing person
call.  Officers quickly deter-

Sheriff Skrent recognizes officers’ efforts

mined that this was more than
what was being reported. All offi-
cers involved worked diligently to
establish and protect the crime
scene, investigate, collect evi-
dence and conduct follow-up in
order to obtain a warrant for mur-
der,” Skrent said.
Also recognized were staff mem-

bers for various years of service to

the department: five years —
Rodney Friday, Jordan Alexander,
Sgt. Brent Dawson, Deputy Shan-
non Gwizdala, Deputy Mike
Kennedy, and Deputy Brittany
Kirk-Glumm; 10 years — Sgt.
Nate Licht; 15 years — Deputy
Kirk Dutcher and Deputy Ryan
Herford; and 20 years — Deputy
Steve Anderson.

SGT. MICHAEL Mattlin (left) and Deputy Spencer

Coleman received lifesaving awards after helping to

save the life of a motorist whose vehicle left a road-

way and struck a tree last summer.

DEPUTIES Ryan LaFlure (right) and Cory Jacobs

received citations for bravery in connection with

their actions in responding to a call involving an

armed suspect who had made threats to harm or kill

her children, and who pointed a gun at responding

officers. The incident ended with no one being hurt.
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News briefs
Daley hosts photo contest
LANSING — State Senator Kevin Daley recently announced his office
will be hosting an online photo contest featuring photos from the 31st
District.
“The Bay Area and Thumb region are full of terrific landscapes,” said

Daley (R-Lum). “I look forward to the many photos highlighting what
makes the 31st District one of the most beautiful places in the state.”
Residents of Bay, Tuscola or Lapeer counties have until 5 p.m. Friday,

Feb. 22, to submit their photos on the Pure Michigan Photo Contest
page on Daley’s senate website at www.SenatorKevinDaley.com.
After the submission period, finalist photos will be posted to the State

Senator Kevin Daley page on Facebook. Visitors to the page will then
be able to vote for the photos they like the most. Each finalist photo
will receive one vote for each “like” it gets on Facebook and one vote
for each vote it garners on a website poll.

“At the end of the contest, the three photos with the most votes will
win and will be displayed in my Lansing office,” Daley said. “The goal
of this photo contest is to help promote our state by giving residents a
fun and creative opportunity to showcase what makes the 31st District
such an incredible place to live.”
The contest is limited to residents of the 31st Senate District. Only one

submission will be allowed per person, and the photo must have been
taken in Bay, Tuscola or Lapeer counties. Please be sure to include the
location the photo was taken, when it was taken, and who took it.

Daley sets his office hours
LANSING — State Senator Kevin Daley (R-Lum), will hold office
hours with constituents throughout the 31st Senate District during the
month of February.

The senator will be available to answer questions and provide infor-
mation and assistance, as well as take suggestions on issues affecting
communities and businesses in the district. No appointment is neces-
sary.
Locally, Daley will meet with constituents Friday, Feb. 15, from 11:30

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Oven Restaurant and Lounge, 875 S. State St.,
Caro.

For more information or to contact Daley, visit the website Sena-
torKevinDaley.com or call (517) 373-1777.

Heat credit paperwork due
LANSING — Applications for the Home Heating Credit (HHC), which
helps low-income Michiganders with their winter energy bills, are now
being processed for the 2018 tax year, according to the Michigan
Agency for Energy (MAE).
Last year, 315,000 state residents applied for the credit, and the average

credit was $191.
Instruction booklets and forms have been mailed out by the Michigan

Treasury Department. Individuals may apply for the credit even if they
do not file a Michigan tax return. Forms and instructional materials are
available on the internet at Michigan.gov/IncomeTax or by calling (517)
636-4486.
Forms also will be available at many libraries, Northern Michigan post

offices, and Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) offices across the state. Heating assistance information is
available at Michigan.gov/HeatingAssistance.
Some 82 percent of the credit applications were filed electronically in

2018. E-filing speeds processing and reduces HHC processing errors.
To find an authorized e-file provider and information on free services,
visit Treasury’s website at MIFastFile.org.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

THIS WAS the third World Clydesdale Show for Kenna Nye, a 2018 Cass City

High School graduate, who earned her third World Champion Youth Driving

award, as well as placing in each class she participated in. After completing all

the youth competitions, Nye began her career in the adult classes, placing fifth

in driving a four-horse hitch against 40 other contestants.

ELLIE PERKINS, a seventh grade student at Cass City Junior-Senior High

School, was one of just two junior youth to compete in all six youth events at

the 2018 World Clydesdale Show in Madison, Wis., and she placed in four

events, including both driving contests. The world event marked only the sec-

ond show in which she has competed in driving a team.

Cass City pair turn heads at
world Clydesdale competition

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A pair of Cass City residents re-
cently turned some heads at the

2018 World Clydesdale Show, an
event held every three to four
years.

Seven countries were repre-
sented at the show, held in Madi-
son, Wis., with more than 650
Clydesdales on hand. The youth
competition categories were rid-
ing, decorating, showmanship,
driving a single horse on a cart,
driving a team of horses on a
wagon, and judging.
The classes averaged 50 to 60 en-

tries, with only the top ten com-
petitors placing.

This was the first world show for
Ellie Perkins, a 7th grader at Cass
City Junior-Senior High School
and the daughter of Rich and
Heidi Perkins. One of only two
junior youth to compete in all six
events, she placed in four of the
events, including both driving
contests – an impressive feat con-
sidering this was only the second
show in which she has competed
driving a team.

Perkins, who started competing
three years ago, was recently
awarded Michigan Draft Horse
Breeders Overall Junior Youth
Showman honors during the
Michigan Great Lakes Interna-
tional Draft Horse Show in Lans-
ing.

This was the third world show
for Kenna Nye, a 2018 Cass City
High School graduate, who earned

her third World Champion Youth
Driving award, as well as placing
in each class she participated in.
She also competed in the first-ever
Clydesdale barrel racing competi-
tion.

On the last day of the show, after
completing all the youth competi-
tions, she began her career in the
adult classes, placing fifth in driv-
ing a four-horse hitch against 40
other contestants.

Nye, the daughter of Gary and
Christie Nye, is currently attend-
ing Black Hawk College in Kewa-
nee, Ill., where she is pursuing a
degree in Equine Sciences.  She
has been competing since she was
eight years old and has won Na-
tional Overall Youth honors sev-
eral times.

Both girls are the granddaughters
of Glen and Pat Perkins of Cass
City, the owners of Glenview
Farm Clydesdales, a perennial fa-
vorite in the annual Cass City
Freedom Festival Parade.

A Cass City Area Historical So-
ciety meeting planned for this
month will feature a program on
the Glenview Farm Clydesdales.

Pat Perkins will be the guest
speaker at the event, slated for
Monday, Feb. 18, starting at 2
p.m. at Rawson Memorial District
Library in Cass City. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

$500,000 cash. He remains lodged in the Tuscola County Jail.
A jury trial expected to last three to four days is scheduled to get un-

derway Tuesday, Feb. 26.

Richards’ girlfriend, Ashley Elizabeth-Michelle Smith, 31, of Cass
City, was also charged in the case in circuit court and has since been
convicted and sentenced to 365 days the county jail.

Smith, who pleaded no contest to two counts of lying to a peace officer
conducting a violent crime investigation, was also placed on probation
for 24 months and ordered to pay court costs and fines totaling $1,026.

According to court records, the charges levied against Smith stemmed
from “her knowledge of a knife in her residence that had the presence
of human blood (on it) after being used in an assault and/or her knowl-
edge of moving the same knife into or within the residence to hinder
the investigation being conducted by the Cass City Police Department
and Michigan State Police.”

Continued from page one.

Cass City man faces trial
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Buying or Selling?

Call for all your real 
estate needs
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www.hdghmi.org

Hills & Dales
proudly welcomes

Dr. Blake
Putman,

Family Practice

Seeing patients in
Caro & Cass City!

To schedule an appointment, call 

989-672-1399
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Hall Post 7, located at 110 W.
Frank St. in Caro; the Sanilac
County walk begins at the HDC
office, 215 N. Elk St., in San-
dusky; Lapeer County’s walk
starts at the courthouse; and
Huron County’s Walk begins at
the Wilcox Park Community Cen-
ter, located at 650 Whitelam St. in
Bad Axe.
To make a donation to the W4W

Fund, obtain more information on
the event, or to have a pledge
sheet sent to you, contact one of
the following local HDC offices:
Tuscola County (989-673-4121),
Huron County (989-269-9502),
Sanilac County (810-648-4497) or
Lapeer County (810-664-7133).

Residents can also learn more
and make a donation on HDC’s
website at www.hdc-caro.org or
on their Facebook page.

hours.
Although there was no school scheduled for Monday, Feb. 18, it will

now be a full day of school. The same goes for Friday, May 24, which
was a scheduled day off but will be a half-day of school.
Those changes were made because the district has exceeded the num-

ber of days the state will forgive, and it is still early in the winter season,
school Supt. Jeff Hartel explained.

Other area school officials are facing the same issue.
“We have missed 13 days for weather/road conditions.  The state gives

six and there is a waiver for up to three additional days that can be re-
quested from MDE (Michigan Department of Education). We are four
days beyond the threshold,” Kingston Community Schools Supt. Matt
Drake said Thursday. “We do not have a plan at this time beyond adding
days in June.
“We are all hoping for some relief through the Legislature and we have

heard talk of them potentially doing something for schools across the
state,” Drake said. “With much of winter still ahead of us, we are nerv-
ous about the prospect of even more days of potential unsafe travel.”

“We have missed 10 days due to weather,” said Ubly Schools Supt.
Joe Candela said Thursday, a day before icy roads prompted him to can-
cel Friday’s classes as well.
“Most likely the missed days — whatever the number — will be made

up at the end of the school year,” he said.
Under Michigan law, school districts are allowed six canceled days

due to circumstances beyond their control such as severe storms, fires,
epidemics, power outages, or water or sewer failure.

At the same time, state law requires districts to offer at least 1,098
hours of instruction per year over the course of a minimum 180 days.
Schools that have exceeded the six days can request, in writing, “for-

giveness” for an extra three days from the state superintendent. How-
ever, the request is not automatically approved because districts have
to show a need for extra time along with the inability to reschedule
missed days later in the school year.
Schools that fail to meet the required instructional time could lose part

of their state school aid funding.

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Warmth walk

Schools facing make-up days

MICHIGAN Senator Kevin Daley (center) presents a special tribute to

Hills and Dales General Hospital President and CEO Jean Anthony on

behalf of himself and state Rep. Phil Green during last week’s open house.

(Photo courtesy of Dave Wohl).

HILLS AND Dales General Hospital has undergone a major facelift that

began with groundbreaking in the spring of 2017, with a variety of up-

dates and creation of new space. The projects involved some 14,300

square feet of new construction, renovations impacting another 8,290

square feet.

HELP SAVE 

OUR CHILDREN

Call the Village Council

saying 

NO TO MARIJUANA

IN CASS CITY

THEY WILL BE HAVING A 

PUBLIC HEARING 

6506 MAIN ST., CASS CITY

FEBRUARY 25TH, 2019 

AT 7:00 P.M. TO PASS THIS

ORDINANCE. 

~ Bud Schneeberger


