
to not only two counts of murder,
but also one count of unlawful im-
prisonment, three counts of tam-
pering with evidence, three counts
of possession of a firearm by a
felon, one count of possession of
ammunition by a felon, and six
counts of possession of a weapon
in the commission of a felony.

Balcer,
who had
rented a
h o m e
f r o m
W e n d y
Brodick,
admitted
to killing
the Brod-
icks – both
died as a
result of gunshot wounds to the
head — during interviews with in-
vestigators, saying he was angry
over a rent dispute. His attorney,
Gregory H. Bingard, argued his
client murdered the couple in the

under ‘code yellow’.”
Operating under a secure mode

is different from being in a lock-
down. Under a secure mode,
o p e r a -
tions in-
side a
s c h o o l
r e m a i n
u n -
changed,
with stu-
d e n t s
going to
c lasses ,
but the
entrances and exits of the build-
ings are more closely moni-
tored, she explained.
After evading officers for sev-

eral hours, Rosebush was taken
into custody following a brief
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Grant giving new life
to former plant site

Page 7

Giving up keys
can’t be easy when

the time comes

Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

New Thumb church
marks one-year

anniversary in Ubly
Page 16

2019 DTE Tree Trim Maintenance Program, Cass City Man leaves loaded 
gun at school, may
be facing charges

County man who shot officer in custody

A NUMBER OF Cass City area residents can expect a visit from tree trimmers

working for DTE as the utility launches its 2019 trimming schedule in an effort

to prevent future power outages. The map pictured above shows the tree main-

tenance areas in and near the village that DTE will be targeting in the coming

year. See story, page 4.

Jury rules 2018 double homicide 
in county was first-degree murder

Adam Balcer

Joshua Rosebush

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A Tuscola County man’s 20-
day crime spree, including steal-
ing vehicles and shooting a
Saginaw Police officer, came to
an end following a shootout in
Shiawassee County last week.

Joshua Rosebush, 29, Vassar,
was taken into custody at about
1 p.m. Jan. 22, hours after
shooting Saginaw Township Of-
ficer Jeff Koenig, 48, during a
traffic stop on Tittabawassee
Road near Bay Road in Sagi-
naw.

Koenig was shot in the face
and shoulder when he stopped a
stolen pickup being driven by
Rosebush in Kochville Town-
ship. The pickup pulled into a
parking lot, but as the officer ap-

New soybean processing plant
gets green light in Tuscola Co.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Caro man could face criminal charges after leaving a loaded .380
caliber handgun at an area high school during a recent youth basketball
tournament.

Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene said Friday his office is
continuing to review the incident, which took place Saturday, Jan. 19,
at Kingston Junior-Senior High School during a traveling fifth and sixth
grade boys’ basketball tournament.

Kingston School Supt. Matt Drake confirmed that a couple in atten-
dance during the tournament found a holstered handgun on the bleach-
ers.
“A lot of bad things can happen in that sort of situation,” Drake com-

mented, adding the couple turned the handgun over to school personnel,
who followed district protocol by immediately calling 911.
The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department responded to the scene, and

deputies were able to use the gun’s serial number to determine who
owns the firearm. The 69-year-old grandfather, meanwhile, realized he
had left the gun behind and returned to the school to collect the weapon.
“The number of ways that situation could have gone badly…you can’t

even count,” Reene said. “You’re in there (school)…kids around, and
you look at the possibilities.”
Most residents who are licensed to carry a firearm do so responsibility,

he added. “And there’s a reason you have to. But the series of bad de-
cisions there — on a scale of one to 10, they’re just all 15s.
Why would anyone take a weapon onto school property, and if some-

one does, how does that weapon end up being left behind? Reene said.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Old Man Winter forced Cass City officials to cancel the First Impres-
sions Tourism (FIT) Assessment community forum planned for last
Wednesday night at the Hills and Dales Corporate Services Building.
Following Tuesday night’s winter storm, village Manager Debbie Pow-

ell reported Wednesday that she had been contacted by MSU Extension
presenter Andy Northrup, who asked that the gathering be rescheduled
due to the weather.
Powell said officials had not yet set a new date for the public meeting.
Organization of the community forum stems from Cass City officials’

on-going effort to boost the village’s business community – in this case
by participating in a program that invites first-time visitors to share their
impressions of the village.
In 2018, local officials successfully applied for participation in a First

Impressions Tourism (FIT) Assessment in cooperation with the MSU
Extension Tourism Team, according to Powell, who said the village has
also been awarded some grant funding related to the effort.
She noted that formation of a local community leadership team (CLT)

was an integral part of the process, with Cass City’s CLT composed of
herself, Mike Rule (representing technology businesses), Judy Keller
(Cass City Chamber of Commerce administrator), Helen Larson (rep-
resenting retail), Janie Meeker (representing the Cass City Board of Ed-
ucation), David Weiler (local financial advisor/business owner) and
Peggy Davidson (healthcare representative). 

In a nutshell, Powell explained, FIT helps communities learn about
their strengths and weaknesses through the eyes of first-time visitors.
The FIT program arranged to have five unannounced visitors, all unfa-
miliar with Cass City, spend some time in the community last fall, andby Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

By the time this year’s soybeans are ready to be harvested, a processing
plant on the west side of Tuscola County is expected to be ready to take
in a portion of the crop.

Quality Roasting LLC officials last week outlined their plans for a
multi-million-dollar processing facility at 135 S. Bradleyville Rd. to
the Gilford Township Planning Commission.

“The planning commission approved our site plan,” said Quality
Roasting Assistant Manager Erin Davis. “They would like us to submit
a photometric plan for the site, share correspondences, if any, with
Michigan DEQ (Department of Environmental Quality) regarding our
water usage, and provide more information on our site detention basin.
“We are getting that information together now for them.”

Please turnto page 6.

Village’s tourism public
forum to be rescheduled

proached, Rosebush allegedly
started shooting.

Despite being injured, Koening
was able to call for help and give
an accurate description of the
truck as Rosebush fled the scene.

The manhunt for Rosebush cov-
ered three counties: Saginaw
where the shooting took place;
Genesee where the stolen vehicle
was spotted, and Shiawassee,
where he was eventually captured.

While the manhunt was going
on, school districts in those areas
as well as in the Thumb either
went into lockdown or “safe
mode” as a precaution.

“Throughout the Tuscola ISD
(Intermediate School District)
schools operated in a secure
mode,” said Vassar School Dis-
trict Superintendent Dorothy
Blackwell. “We were operating

Storm closes schools, cancels meets

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Millington man faces life in
prison without the possibility of
parole following a six-day jury
trial that ended last Wednesday
with verdicts of guilty to a host of
charges, including first-degree
murder convictions stemming
from a double homicide last
spring in southern Tuscola
County.
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark

E. Reene said the killings
stemmed from a rent dispute in-
volving less than $2,000. 

Adam Michael Balcer, 36, was
arrested and charged following the
shooting deaths of Peter C. Brod-
ick Jr., 45, and Wendy K. Brodick,
55, March 30 in Watertown Town-
ship.

The Tuscola County Circuit
Court jury that convicted him de-
liberated for more than four hours
before returning verdicts of guilty

Please turn to page 6.

heat of the moment, warranting a
conviction of second-degree mur-
der, according to court testimony.

However, Tuscola County Pros-
ecutor Mark E. Reene said the
jury’s convictions on charges of
first-degree murder were appro-
priate in the case because Balcer’s
actions were premeditated.
“Peter Brodick was shot a single

time in the head at his residence,
which was located at 9884
Boucher Rd. Wendy Brodick was
shot twice in the head as she drove
her truck on Millington Road
while the defendant was a passen-
ger,” Reene said.
“A few hours before committing

the homicides with a .22 caliber
pistol, the defendant made the fol-
lowing Internet searches on his
phone:  What does a .22 caliber do
to a person? and How much dam-
age can a .22 caliber hand gun
do?” he added.
Balcer, unable to post the $2 mil-

lion bond set for him following his
arraignment last year, has re-
mained incarcerated since his ar-
rest. Tuscola County Circuit Court
Judge Amy Grace Gierhart last
week revoked his bond and re-
manded him to the custody of the
sheriff’s department.
Gierhart is scheduled to sentence

Balcer Monday, March 18.
Reene said a number of people

A winter storm packing several inches of snow and wind gusts
prompted all area school districts to close their doors Monday –
making those announcements Sunday night, with weather forecast-
ers calling for eight to 12 inches of snow through Monday night.

Tuscola County government officials also made the decision to
close all offices, and Michigan officials closed all state offices in
the Lower Peninsula Monday morning.
In addition, Cass City Public School and village of Cass City offi-

cials canceled their monthly meetings, which were scheduled to be
held Monday night. The local school board will now meet Wednes-
day (Jan. 30) at 7 p.m., and the village council was slated to meet
Tuesday (Jan. 29) at 7 p.m.
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The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-
dents of the month for January is
being a “Responsible Learner”.  A
student who is a responsible
learner is a self-directed learner,
appreciates education and be-
lieves in the importance of a con-
tinuing education.  The student
values life-long learning habits
along with the importance of com-
munity and global responsibility.  

The following students have
been chosen: Aubrey Hellebuyck,
fifth grade (elementary level),
daughter of Anthony Hellebuyck
and Ashley Shepherd; Karsyn
Gruehn, seventh grade (junior
high level), daughter of Nathan
and Kamryn Gruehn; Jameson
McKnight, tenth grade (high
school level), son of Todd and Re-
becca McKnight; and Cordell
Clarkson, twelfth grade (senior
student), son of Brad and Amy
Clarkson.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Cordell Clarkson.  Clarkson has
been very active in sports through-
out high school and has won sev-
eral awards.  He was a member of

the football, basketball, baseball
and golf teams all four years. He
also has been a member of the
band all throughout high school.  

Clarkson was inducted into the
Owen-Gage Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society as a sopho-
more and currently is the N.H.S.
president.  He has been on the

honor roll and a member of the 3.0
Honors Club all throughout high
school.  Clarkson served as his
class vice-president his sopho-
more year, class treasurer his jun-
ior year, and is his senior class’s
vice-president.  Clarkson was a
homecoming representative his
freshman and senior years. He re-
cently was chosen as this year’s
snowball king.
Clarkson has attended the Huron

Area Technical Center enrolled in
the power technology program the
past two years and is currently
doing on-the-job training at Tri-
County Equipment.  Other activi-
ties that he has been involved in
are:  Innovative Vehicle Design
(IVD) as a freshman, a member of
the Post-Secondary Action Com-
mittee (PAC Squad) his sopho-
more and junior years, and a
member of Skills U.S.A. his jun-
ior year.  He also has been a mem-
ber of the yearbook staff the past
three years. 

Clarkson plans to attend Owens
Community College in Ohio to
become a John Deere Ag-Techni-
cian.

Aubrey Hellebuyck

Karsyn Gruehn

Jameson McKnight Cordell Clarkson

Owen-Gage officials announce
‘students of month’ for January
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Relishing a new career

Oscar Mayer is tempting, very tempting.
I have an appetite for adventure, and I can still cut

the mustard on what is outlined in the job descrip-
tion. And, it would be nice to be loved.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Until I settled into journalism, I had a wide variety
of jobs and was also self-employed.

I recently found a job opening that I think I could
really sink my teeth into and even relish doing. There
is a job opening with the Oscar Mayer company; it’s
driving the wiener-mobile. The vehicle is shaped like
a hot dog on a bun.
Be still my beating heart. I love it. And I love Oscar

Mayer hot dogs, and driving. It’s a job made for me!
It is my understanding the job title of driver is, “hot-

dogger.” It’s perfect for me. I was called a “hotdog-
ger” because I used to race cars and motorcycles. I
had a heavy foot in my younger days. In fact, at one
point I was down to having one point left on my dri-
ver’s license before the state would take it away for
having too many speeding tickets.

Over the years I’ve worked as a waitress, in a coin
and stamp company, at various factories, and as a
bartender. I’ve managed restaurants, worked in a pet
store, was a security guard, a farm hand, a truck
driver, a bookkeeper, an assistant meat cutter, and
made and sold crafts and jewelry.

I was a restless soul. In the 1970s, jobs were plen-
tiful.
I also attended college several times at four different

schools because I kept changing my mind on what I
wanted to be when I grew up. I have several associate
degrees related to business, accounting, management
and advertising. But when all was said and done, I
settled into journalism. I’ve been a journalist for
more than 30 years.

I had a scholarship to go back to college that cov-
ered all costs except for gas. Because money was
tight, I took a job feeding 1,500 pigs seven-days a
week. Doing that generated enough money to cover
travel expenses and car insurance. I hated that job. I
longed for the day I could quit the pig barn.

I fell into being a freelance journalist in the 1980s.
Because back then calling outside of the phone com-
pany’s primary service area was expensive, I basi-
cally just broke even. I kept working, doing more
writing, and picked up writing for nine newspapers
and two radio stations.
Eventually, my writing started earning a profit. After

several months and a lot of hard work, I was starting
to make a living writing, and was able to leave the
pig barn behind.
The job driving the hot dog-shaped vehicle is inter-

esting, and I keep thinking about it.
I can still remember and sing the hot dog’s song

about loving to be an Oscar Mayer wiener, my hot
dog having a name, and that if I was an Oscar Mayer
hot dog, people would love me.
I never thought I would consider being anything but

a journalist, but I must admit being a hotdogger for
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It’s no secret that Revive Ministries has had a sig-
nificant impact on the Cass City community over
the past several years through its food pantry and
resale shop.

Now, volunteers with the Christian outreach are
extending an invitation to anyone interested in vis-
iting with neighbors and friends – those they know
and others they haven’t met yet – during a monthly
informal event they’re calling “The Gathering” in-
side the ministry’s newly-renovated Common
Grounds building, located next to the resale shop
on Main Street.

The inaugural gathering is set for Saturday, Feb.
2, starting at 5 p.m.
“We at Revive are continually seeking new ways

to reach into our community, and this is one of our
many ways,” Revive Ministries member Rob
Sangster said of the endeavor. “This is something
new for us, and we will be continuing to do this the
first Saturday of each month from 5 to 8 p.m. or
so.
“If you think back to the days when people knew

who their neighbors were, today that is not so,”
Sangster said. “We would love for our community
to begin to know each other, and if we can get them
to come together…relationships can begin.

“We are planning to have a theme per se each
month,” he noted. “February we are having hot
chocolate, coffee, snacks and games, and as al-
ways, it is no charge to the community. We hope
to continue to build this ministry for Cass City.”

**********  

This Saturday, Feb. 2nd, Cass City will be hosting
a VEX Robotics Invitational tournament at the Cass
City Jr/Sr High School for 23 middle and high school
robotics teams from several Thumb area schools.

These students are learning STEM (Science Tech-
nology Engineering & Math) fundamentals within
the context of building a robot. Local middle and
high schoolers have been customizing their robot for
the EDR challenge called Turning Point.  This com-
petition requires them to flip two-sided caps so their
team’s color is facing up, place caps on tall poles
throughout the arena and shoot balls at target flags.
And finally, near the end of each match, teams es-
sentially play King of the Hill for bonus points by
vying to be the only robot on the parking platform
when time expires.  

The competition this weekend will be held from
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. The community is welcome to
attend.  There is no admission fee and concessions
are available.

**********     

Here’s a reminder from the DNR.
Two days twice a year, families and friends can

enjoy one of Michigan’s premiere outdoor activities,
Michigan Fishing, for FREE!
The 2019 Free Fishing Weekends are scheduled for

this winter: February 16 & 17 and this summer: June
8 & 9.
All fishing license fees will be waived for two days.

A Recreation Passport will NOT be required for
entry into state parks and recreation areas during
Free Fishing Weekend. Residents and out-of-state
visitors may enjoy fishing on both inland and Great
Lakes’ waters for all species of fish. All fishing reg-
ulations will still apply.
During the Summer Free Fishing Weekend it is also

Free ORV Weekend!

**********       

Representatives from the Cass City boys Little
League attended a recent Parks and Recreation Com-
mittee meeting to seek approval to add lighting on
two of their fields.
The Little League will be responsible for associated

cost and they have been able to secure the support of
DTE Energy, who has volunteered to do the installa-
tion for the project.
If approved by the village council, as expected, the

new lights will be on fields 6 and 7 in the Cass City
Municipal Park.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron &  Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.

In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. 
Discounts available for multi-year subscription.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Check radon levels,
protect your health
Local, state and national health officials are remind-

ing residents everywhere to check the level of radon
gas in their homes this month.
In Michigan, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has followed in

her predecessors’ footsteps by proclaiming January as
Radon Action Month.
One in every four Michigan homes is believed to have

radon levels that exceed the recommended federal ac-
tion level of four picocuries per liter (pCi/L).

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas and
comes from the natural breakdown (radioactive decay)
of uranium. It is usually found in igneous rock and soil,
but in some cases, well water may also be a source of
radon.

The primary routes of potential human exposure to
radon are inhalation and ingestion. Radon in the
ground, groundwater, or building materials enters
working and living spaces and disintegrates into its
decay products.
You cannot see, smell or taste radon, and there are no

short-term side effects to alert homeowners of its pres-
ence.
Long-term exposure to radon increases the risk of de-

veloping lung cancer. If you smoke and your home has
high radon levels, you’re at an even higher risk for de-
veloping lung cancer, according to health experts, who
say some scientific studies of radon exposure indicate
children may be especially sensitive to radon.

Lung cancer accounts for more deaths in both men
and women – an estimated 21,000-plus annually —
than any other form of cancer in the United States.

In 2018, the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) estimated there would be
8,780 new cases of lung cancer and 5,860 deaths from
the disease in Michigan. Behind smoking, radon is the
second-leading cause of lung cancer.

The risks are compounded during the winter months
in Michigan, with residents spending more time indoors
with their windows and doors closed.

Exposure to elevated radon levels does not result in
any warning symptoms like headaches, nausea, fatigue
or skin rashes.  The only way to know whether you are
being exposed to elevated radon levels is to test your
home and other indoor environments.
Radon poses a serious threat to a community’s health,

but high radon concentrations are easily fixed by in-
stalling radon mitigation system, which grabs the
radon before it ever enters the home and vents it out-
side.

Measuring the level of radon gas in a home is easy,
with inexpensive test kits available year-round. For
help getting radon test kit, visit the website www.michi-
gan.gov/radon, call 800-723-6642, email
radon@michigan.gov, or simply stop by your local
hardware store.

Testing is recommended every two years because
homes settle, new cracks form in the foundation, and
radon levels can change. Accurate short-term testing
requires closed house conditions, and the length of the
testing period is a minimum 48 hours, so January is a
great time to test.
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DTE unveils its tree trimming 
schedule for Cass City in ‘19

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A number of Cass City area resi-
dents can expect a visit from tree
trimmers working for DTE in the
coming year as the utility launches
its 2019 trimming schedule in an
effort to prevent future outages.

“I am very pleased that DTE is
being proactive and collaborating
with the Cass City Community to
aggressively trim trees in our area
to prevent future power outages.

DTE has been very responsive to
our concerns, and we appreciate
their efforts to provide reliable
power to Cass City,” Cass City
Village Manager Debbie Powell
said.

“As part of this effort, we reach
out to our customers in a number
of ways before we actually start
trimming,” said Michael L. Sage,
regional manager, DTE Corporate
and Government Affairs.

“Initially, customers will receive
a phone call and letter explaining
that we will be in the area,” Sage
explained. “The first step is to
plan the work. If the customer is
not at home when we are evaluat-
ing their property…we will leave
a door hanger with contact infor-
mation for the property owner.”

While trees are a beautiful and
vital part of Michigan’s landscape,
they’re also the leading cause of
power outages and can pose a se-
rious public safety hazard if they
grow too near to power lines, ac-
cording to Sage.
“Our tree trimming program fol-

lows industry standards and uses
trimming methods that promote
healthy trees and safe, reliable

power,” he said. “All work will be
completed by tree professionals
who have been trained on safe,
proper and environmentally re-
sponsible work practices.”

Sage said residents in the af-
fected areas can expect to see the
following in the coming weeks:

*They may see DTE representa-
tives in their yard or neighbor-
hood, inspecting power lines and
trees to determine where trimming
is needed. Representatives will be
wearing high-visibility vests and
carrying DTE ID badges.

*If tree work is needed on a res-
ident’s property, a representative
will knock on the door. If the res-
ident is not home, they will leave
a “Tree Work Scheduled” door
card. Residents are invited to call
the attached phone number if they
have any questions.”
If a tree poses a serious hazard to

power lines or if trimming will put
the tree’s health at risk, the tree
may have to be removed. In that
case, DTE representatives will
leave behind additional informa-
tion and make considerable at-
tempts to work directly with the
property owner before removing
any trees.

State: benefits for area families
will continue through February

Michigan residents still can
apply for and receive Medicaid
and a number of other public as-
sistance benefits, despite the par-
tial federal government shutdown.

Available benefits include food
and cash assistance; Women, In-
fants and Children (WIC); State
Emergency Relief and child care
reimbursement.

Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS)
officials are clarifying the status
of the programs, which receive
federal dollars but are adminis-
tered by MDHHS.

The state has determined there
will be no impact to the availabil-
ity of benefits through these pro-
grams in February even if the
shutdown continues. There has
been no official determination
made on March benefits.

“The partial federal government
shutdown has understandably cre-
ated concerns from families that

rely on federal safety net assis-
tance administered by MDHHS,”
said Terrence Beurer, deputy di-
rector of Field Operations Admin-
istration for MDHHS.

“Programs that feed Michigan
residents are a primary concern of
the state of Michigan, and we
have heard misinformation being
spread about the immediate im-
pact of the shutdown,” he added.
“We want people to know that
MDHHS is prepared to continue
to provide this assistance and that
funding remains in place through
the end of February.”

The following are the latest up-
dates on the status of various fed-
erally funded programs
administered by MDHHS:

*Food Assistance Program:
MDHHS issued February food as-
sistance payments early beginning
Jan. 17. The federal government
asked states to issue the assistance
early to ensure that February fund-
ing would be available to be is-
sued. Recipients do not need to
redeem their benefits in January
and MDHHS is urging them to
budget their food assistance bene-
fits so they can meet their food
needs through the entire month of
February.

*WIC: benefits, which include
nutritious food for pregnant and

postpartum women, infants and
children up to age five, are funded
for the month of February and are
being distributed according to the
normal schedule.

*Medical assistance, including
Medicaid and Healthy Michigan
Plan: programs are funded
through Sept. 30, 2019, the end of
the current fiscal year.

*Cash assistance: funding is in
place for January and February.

*State Emergency Relief: fund-
ing for energy-related services
such as heating assistance is in
place to provide benefits through
Sept. 30, 2019. Funding for non-
energy-related services – such as
home repairs and burials – is in
place for January and February.

*Child Development and Care
(child care assistance): funding is
in place through the end of April.
Clients who use Bridge Cards to

redeem their food and cash assis-
tance and WIC benefits are still
able to do so in January and Feb-
ruary.

State government generally can
operate seamlessly for about 45
days after a federal shutdown be-
gins. With the shutdown now be-
yond 30 days, the Michigan
Budget Office, Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer’s office and MDHHS
are assessing the impact beyond
45 days and into March.

Despite government shut-down
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Editor’s note: the following in-
formation was released just prior
to the end of the federal govern-
ment’s latest partial shut-down,
which lasted 35 days. Officials
have said another shutdown could
be launched in mid-February if
the president and Congress can’t
agree on a spending bill.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Giving up keys
can’t be easy

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

The Annual Community Dinner
was held over the weekend at the
Cass City VFW Hall. Highlight-
ing Saturday’s Chamber of Com-
merce event was the
announcement of the Citizen of
the Year and Junior Citizen of the
Year winners. Dave Milligan, last
year’s recipient, introduces Con-
nie Iwankovitsch as Cass City’s
2014 Citizen of the Year honoree.
Senior Madison Brinkman is Cass
City’s 2014 Junior Citizen of the
Year award winner. 
Nominated for Cass City’s 2014

Junior Citizen of the Year award
are Anna Bagnall, daughter of
Steve and Jen Bagnall, Madison
Brinkman, daughter of Tom and
Pam Brinkman, Kristin Ewald,
daughter of Ron and Karen
Ewald, Elizabeth Milligan,
daughter of Dave and Kris Milli-
gan, and Brennen Winter, son of
Kirk and Lisa Winter.
Cass City VFW Post 3644 Post

Commander Joe Merchant re-
cently honored two Cass City stu-
dents whose essays placed in
competitions sponsored locally by
the Cass City VFW post. Jared
Blattner, seventh grade, placed
third overall in the Patriot’s Pen
contest in the 10th District
(Thumb area), while senior Anna
Bagnall finished fifth in the Voice
of Democracy Essay Contest. 

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

Eric Montreuil soars off a jump
on the track at the Mid-Ohio
Moto Cross Pro Am in August
near Dayton, Ohio. Montreuil, 16,
of Gagetown, finished second in
the competition — one of his first
after moving up to the profes-
sional racing ranks last summer.
The Owen-Gage sophomore, who
already has 12 years of experience
under his belt, hopes to make rac-
ing a career.

Dave and Karen Speirs, along
with Dave and Tammy Skiles, an-
nounce the engagement of their
children, Lindsey and Christo-
pher. Lindsey is a 2006 graduate
of Cass City High School. She is
currently in her third year at Sag-
inaw Valley State University
(SVSU) in the nursing program.
Chris is a 2006 graduate of Cass
City High School. He is a Lance
Corporal in the U.S. Marines, and
is currently stationed at New
River in Jacksonville, N.C. A May
9, 2009 wedding is currently
being planned. The couple plan
on residing in North Carolina.
Area resident Nicole Froede has

been named to the dean’s list at
Albion College for the fall 2008
semester. Students named to the
dean’s list must achieve a grade
point average of 3.5 or above at
the completion of the semester.
This GPA must be based on at
least 3 units in graded courses and
a minimum of 4 units completed.
Froede is a junior majoring in
economics and management and
minoring in communication stud-
ies. She is the daughter of Bryan
Froede of Bad Axe and Gloria
Froede of Cass City, and is a grad-
uate of Cass City High School. 

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Heidi Nowaczyk and Richard
Perkins, together with their par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Nowaczyk of Owendale and Mr.
and Mrs. Glen Perkins of Cass
City, announce their engagement.
A May 21 wedding is being
planned.

Thomas Davis of Cass City has
enrolled and been accepted at In
Technical Institute in Troy. A 2-
year program in electronics engi-
neering technology will prepare
him for an entry level position in
the electronics field. The school is
one of a nationwide network of
technical institutes operated by
Indianapolis-based ITT Educa-
tional Services, Inc. After com-
pleting this program of study,
Davis will be entitled to assis-
tance from the ITT Technical In-
stitute placement office in
securing a job in his chosen field. 

Navy Seaman Recruit Victor A.

I don’t know about you, but recent headlines reporting on Prince
Philip’s car accident was a reminder that with age can come some really
difficult decisions.
Made me wonder if I’ll be wise enough, when the time comes, to hand

over my keys for good.
In case you missed it, the Duke of Edinburgh was driving a Land

Rover earlier this month when he was involved in a violent collision in
which two women in a Kia were injured. A baby in the compact car was
not hurt.

Just 48 hours later, the prince, who has a valid driver’s license, was
photographed driving without the benefit of wearing his seatbelt.

Really?
First of all, I’d love to hear more about this guy’s insurance company.
Secondly, it doesn’t matter to me if you’re a member of the royal fam-

ily or you dig ditches for a living, when you reach 97 years of age,
chances are really good you should not be getting behind the wheel of
any vehicle. Period.

Maybe that sounds harsh. But I know the day may come when I’ll
have to decide that it’s time to let someone else do the driving. I know
that because I recently renewed my license – with ease, although I no-
ticed the vision test seemed slightly more difficult to master than, say,
when I was 20 or 30.

When I arrived home, I thought about making an appointment with
my optometrist sometime in the near future to see about upping my pre-
scription a bit. Then I remembered the glasses I’m wearing were new
just a few months ago.
Sigh.
With a couple of minor exceptions, I’ve managed to remain largely

accident-free over the years. However, my wife, who has far more ex-
perience in this arena, says traffic crashes can be scary. Not that she’s
been in, like, a hundred accidents or anything.

In fact, I’ve always thought she’s a better driver than I am, far less
given to minor road rage (and I’m talking about saying a few things I
shouldn’t under my breath here) than I am. Who knows? Maybe I’ll be
a better driver when I reach her age.  

But I digress, dangerously so a couple of paragraphs ago.
As I was saying, giving up the privilege of driving has to be a terribly

difficult decision. Let’s face it, any loss of autonomy becomes inevitable
if you’re fortunate to enjoy old age, but it’s never easy to hand over the
keys you have held for so long.

It’s one of those harsh realities that seem so unfair; you spend a life-
time earning various privileges, only to have them yanked away when
someone younger (and not necessarily wiser) nags you into it.

At the same time, stubbornness and an unwillingness to face some
simple facts – most of them relating to what age does to all of us even-
tually – could cost someone else their life, and that’s just not worth any
amount of satisfaction that might come by hanging on to this particular
shred of independence.

They moved to this area about
1920 and have resided at the farm
three miles south of Cass City for
over 45 years. They have seven
children and four grandchildren.
Their four daughters are Miss
Eleonora Kloc, Miss Frances
Kloc and Miss Chesterine Ann
Kloc, all of Detroit, and Mrs.
Henry (Josephine) Wolak of
Kingston. Eugene of Cass City
and Walter and Richard Kloc,
both of Detroit, are their sons.
Eighty-five relatives attended,
coming from Chicago, Lathrup
Village, Franklin, Detroit and the
Cass City area.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Harold Johnson son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harry Johnson, of Gage-
town, has been promoted to Tech-
nician Third Class with the rank
of Staff Sergeant. He was in-
ducted Jan. 20, 1943, and is lo-
cated at Camp Butner, N. C. Mrs.
Johnson, the former Betty
McHenry, is with her husband at
Durham, N. C. 
Miss Isabel Bradshaw’s engage-

ment to 1st Lt. Patrick R. Whelan,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick A.
Whelan, Tobyhanna, Pennsylva-
nia, has recently been announced.
Miss Bradshaw is the daughter of
Mrs. S. A. Bradshaw and the late
Dr. S. A. Bradshaw. Lt. Whelan is
now at Camp Grant, Ill. No date
has been set for the wedding.
Another Cass City man has been

promoted also. Dr. Kenneth Hig-
gins, formerly of Detroit, has
been made a major. He, too, is sta-
tioned at Fort Sheridan. Dr. Hig-
gins served on the Induction
board in Detroit for a year before
going to Fort Sheridan. He was
commissioned a Captain upon his
entrance into army service. For
some time Major Higgins has
been at the head of the dental
clinic at Fort Sheridan.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Roy Colwell has been called to
Brown City to assist his cousin,
Morley Palmateer, who is over-
seer of the state reward road con-
struction. 
Miss Hazel Bixby, who has been

obliged to give up her duties as
teacher of the school for a week
or two past owing to an attack of
“flu”, resumed her work Monday. 

The Ford Garage of Auten &
Tindale, has sold two cars and a
truck, the former having been pur-
chased by Dr. F. L. Morris and A.
A. Jones and the latter by Clayton
Crawford of Novesta township.
Edward Buehrley returned Tues-

day evening from Camp Custer
having received his discharge. He
traveled to his home north and
east of town, surprising his par-
ents, who had no expectation of
his return that day.
Friends of John H. Finkle, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Geo Finkle of Cass
City, will read with interest and
pride the high tribute of praise the
Wolverine soldiers of the 126th
Infantry pay him and will count it
an honor to be counted among his
acquaintances. Under the New
York date of Jan. 23, the Detroit
Sunday Free Press printed the fol-
lowing article: “Speedy, resource-
ful, calm, courageous and
unafraid that’s the tribute the
Wolverine soldiers of the One
Hundred and Twenty-sixth in-
fantry pay to John H. ‘First-Aid’
Finkle, Cass City, Mich., who has
just returned to New York with
his right arm in a sling as a result
of a wound, received while he
was rushing from one to another
of his fallen comrades, on the Ar-
gonne field of honor the afternoon
of October 6.” He saved the lives
of not less than 50 soldiers, ac-
cording to his officers before tak-
ing shrapnel to his hand. “In many
respects the work of the first-aid
man of Finkle’s caliber was far
more dangerous than the work of
the average doughboy, for usually
the infantrymen had opportunity
to dodge into shell holes and fox-
hills, whereas the first-aid man
had to stay out in the open field
where the fighter had fallen.”

Pohlod, son of Roger J. and
Maryann Pohlod, Deford, re-
cently completed basic training at
Recruit Training Command,
Great Lakes, Ill. During the cycle,
recruits are taught general mili-
tary subjects designed to prepare
them for further academic and on-
the-job training in one of the
Navy’s 85 occupational fields.
Studies include seamanship,
close-order drill, naval history
and first aid.

Army Spec. Grant J. Hulburt, a
member of the 6th Infantry Divi-
sion (Light), has deployed to the
Joint Readiness Training Center
at Fort Polk, Leesville, La., for a
training exercise. Hulburt, a
heavy anti-armor weapons in-
fantryman, is the son of Gene and
Joanne Hulburt of Cass City. His
wife, Amy, is the daughter of
Howard Hoffman and Neda Hoff-
man of Caro. 

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Murphy and
her mother, Mrs. Mary Kritzman,
were in Millersburg, Ind., over the
weekend, guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Irvin Kritzman. They also visited
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Kritzman and
infant son, Tyson Bruce, born Jan.
17 in a Goshen, Ind., hospital. He
weighed eight pounds and 3/4
ounce. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Irvin Kritzman. He is the
great-grandson of Mrs. Mary
Kritzman and Cecil Loomis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Reid left
Jan. 4 to visit the Roger Reid fam-
ily at Columbus, Ga., and to at-
tend the graduation of 155 Second
Lieutants at Fort Benning, Ga.,
one of whom was their son, Roger
Reid. His brother, Major James
Reid of Washington, D.C., was
there to swear in Roger. The Don-
ald Reids visited, before returning
home, Mrs. Glen Reid at Willis-
ton, Fla., Mr. and Mrs. Clinton
Law at Bradenton, Fla., and Mr.
and Mrs. George Dillman at
Zephyrhills, Fla. They arrived
home Thursday, Jan. 26.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mrs. Lota Hartel, Elizabeth and
Bradley had as Sunday dinner
guests, Jeff Hartel, who attends
Lansing Community College,
Miss Ann Bucholz of Pigeon,
Miss Sandra Hartel of Midland,
Jim Wentworth of Saginaw, Mr.
and Mrs. Scott Hartel and baby
and Mrs. Helen Little. The birth-
days of Scott Hartel and Sandra
Hartel were celebrated. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Speirs had
as weekend guests, his brother
and wife, Mr. and Mrs. David
Speirs of Livonia and Mrs. D.
Speirs’ parents, Mr. and Mrs. Mil-
ton Witte of Detroit. Other Sun-
day guests were Mr. and Mrs.
Wayne Beutler and grandson Je-
remy of Drayton Plains.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Masonry work is nearly com-
plete in the new Kingston High
School. Steel construction is start-
ing at the $1,250,000 school proj-
ect projected for completion
January of 1970, though contrac-
tors are pushing for a September
completion. The project includes
a shop, self-contained sewage
system, cafeteria, gym and li-
brary. The school will feature
moveable walls, for added flexi-
bility.

Don Lorentzen and son Rick
went Monday to Mt. Pleasant
where Rick registered for the up-
coming term at CMU. They went
on to Waters to visit Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Tesho. Wednesday Rick
was to return to school at Mt.
Pleasant and Mr. Lorentzen to
Cass City.
A Mass of Thanksgiving for Mr.

and Mrs. Peter Kloc of Cass City
was held Saturday, Feb. 1, at St.
Pancratius Church for their
golden wedding anniversary. Fol-
lowing the service, a reception
was held at their farm home on S.
Cemetery Road for relatives. The
couple, both born in Poland, were
married Feb. 1, 1919, in Chicago
at St. John’s Cantius Church.
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Continued from page one.

News briefs

Hospital offering CPR class
CASS CITY — Hills and Dales General Hospital will host a free Amer-
ican Heart Association Family and Friends CPR class.

The class is intended for anyone who wants to learn CPR, and does
not need a course completion card for a job or other requirements. The
class will be held Saturday, Feb. 23, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Hills
and Dales Regional Education Center, located at 6667 Main St. in Cass
City.

To register or for more information, call the hospital’s education de-
partment at (989) 912-6365.

Clydesdales in the spotlight 
CASS CITY – The Cass City Area Historical Society will host a meet-
ing next month that will feature a program on the Glenview Farms
Clydesdales, a perennial favorite attraction in the annual Cass City Free-
dom Festival Parade.

Pat Perkins will be the guest speaker at the event, slated for Monday,
Feb. 18, starting at 2 p.m. at Rawson Memorial District Library, 6495
Pine St. Everyone is welcome.

Gavel Club tournament set
CASS CITY – The Cass City Gavel Club will host its own euchre tour-
nament Saturday, Feb. 25, starting at 1 p.m. at Rolling Hills Golf
Course.

The entry fee of $35 per person includes euchre, refreshments and
lunch.

Participants must be at least 18 years of age. Entries should be sub-
mitted at the door or in advance by contacting Tavis Osentoski at 6349
Brenda Dr., Cass City, MI 48726.

More information is available by calling (989) 551-2010 or sending
an email to tavisosentoski@yahoo.com.
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Addiction focus of meets
THUMB – After months planning, the Huron and Tuscola Chapter of
Families Against Narcotics is launching its Tuscola County Family Fo-
rums starting Monday, Feb. 25, at 6:30 p.m. at the Hills and Dales Cor-
porate Services and Regional Education Center (formerly Baker
College), 6667 Main St., Cass City.
The group will then continue to hold meetings on the fourth Monday

of each month at 6 p.m. at the same location.
Families Against Narcotics was established to save lives by empow-

ering individuals and communities to work towards preventing and
eradication of addiction.
The upcoming family forums are designed for individuals whose lives

have been directly or indirectly impacted by addiction, and for those
who want to know more about how addiction affects their communities.
Those welcome to attend include survivors, advocates, friends and fam-
ily members.

More information is available by visiting the website www.fami-
liesagainstnarcotics.org or by calling (989) 551-HFAN (4326).

Kingston budget meet set
KINGSTON — The Kingston Village Council recently scheduled a
meeting to work on the community’s 2019-20 budget. The session will
be held Tuesday, Feb. 12, starting at 6:30 p.m.
In other business, the council appointed Scott Fetting to a vacant coun-

cil seat, and approved recommendations to add Greg Walker as a lieu-
tenant and John Poturica as a member of the fire department.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

made significant contributions to
the case, enabling his office to se-
cure justice for the victims and
their families.

He cited what he called the “ex-
traordinary efforts” of Michigan
State Police investigators, Michi-
gan State Police Crime Lab foren-
sic scientists and the Michigan
State Police Computer Crimes
Unit. “Too often their work is
taken for granted, their sacrifices
unrecognized,” he said. “Absent
their dedication, obtaining justice
for two homicide victims would
have been virtually impossible.

“A private citizen also played a

Continued from page one.

Jury: double homicide first-degree murder 
crucial role in this case,” Reene
continued, referring to Jonathon
Rice, a lifelong friend of the de-
fendant.

“After committing the murders,
the defendant gave Mr. Rice boots
he had been wearing and asked
him to get rid of them. Rather than
doing so, he turned them over to
the Michigan State Police and also
provided other information he had
about the case,” Reene explained.
“Both victims’ blood was ulti-
mately found on the boots.

“Absent Mr. Rice’s willingness
to do the right thing at a crucial
moment, the investigation would
have been immeasurably more
complicated and evidence un-

doubtedly lost forever.”
Reene also praised the efforts of

Shane Hill, forensic scientist; Sgt.
Michael Curtis, initial command
officer; Detective James Williams,
lead investigator; Detective David
Vergison, computer crimes unit;
and Detective Jeffrey Hook, final
officer in charges.

“Finally, I would also recognize
the immeasurable contributions of
Chief Assistant Prosecuting Attor-
ney Eric Wanink for his efforts
with preparation and presentation
of the case, as well as Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney Eric Hino-
josa, who provided his expertise
both before and during the trial on
a variety of issues,” Reene said.

Man who shot Saginaw officer in custody

pursuit in Shiawassee County.
When the pursuit ended, Rose-
bush shot at an officer, who re-
turned fire, injuring Rosebush.
“The suspect pointed a gun at my

officer, and he eliminated the
threat before the man killed him,”
said Shiawassee Sheriff Brain Be-
Gole, noting the detective in-
volved in the confrontation was
not injured. “The suspect was shot
in the face. It (his injuries were)
non-life threatening.”

After being treated, Rosebush
was taken into custody by the
Michigan Department of Correc-
tions for violating his probation.
Rosebush, who was paroled from
prison April 3, 2018, had allegedly
removed an electronic tether Jan.
3 and then stole a vehicle.

“He is incarcerated (just) for the
parole violation because the
shooting and his other actions are
still being investigated. When
completed, the findings will be
forward to the prosecutor’s office
for review. It is anticipated there
will be other charges coming,”
said BeGole. “There is no emer-
gency in bringing charges because
he is lodged (in prison) for violat-
ing probation.

“We are making sure this is a
complete investigation before it is
sent to the prosecutor.”

Aside from the shooting, Rose-
bush is wanted for questioning in
connection with several vehicle
thefts and thefts from vehicles in
Tuscola County in early January.
Michigan Department of Correc-

tions records show Rosebush has
a long criminal history, including
breaking and entering vehicles,

stealing vehicles, assaulting a po-
lice officer, and stealing and/or re-
taining a financial transaction
device without permission.

Investigators said Koenig is re-
covering from his injuries while
surrounded by his family.

“When you fight for your life
like that, it obviously is an ordeal
that is shaking. He is spending
time with his family, thinking
about what happened, and realiz-
ing that this could have been it,”
said BeGole. “On the other hand,
when you overcome a situation
like that, you are happy to be
alive. He has a lot of different
feelings going on right now.”

Until the investigation is com-
plete, Koenig is on administrative
leave, which is standard procedure
following a shooting. He will re-
main off duty until the investiga-
tion is complete, reports are
reviewed by the prosecutor, and
he has recovered, according to Be-
Gole.

A GoFundMe account was set up
for Koenig last week, and as of
Friday afternoon, $178,600 had
been donated to help the wounded
officer and his family.

The support that has poured in
for the officer from the public and
especially from others in law en-
forcement doesn’t surprise Huron
County Sheriff Kelly Hanson.

“There is an allegiance among
the law enforcement community.
We unfortunately experienced a
line-of-duty-death here coming up
on 19 years ago, when one of our
deputies died at the scene from in-
juries he received in a patrol car
accident,” Hanson said. “Fellow
officers from all over, regardless
of the color of uniform they wore,
extended and displayed massive
support.

“We here all are very glad that
the Saginaw Township officer sur-
vived that senseless attempt on his
life, and that he’ll eventually re-
cover.”
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Cass City United Methodist Church 

Begins a Meal with Jesus every Saturday  

dates and times as follows: 

February 2nd, 2019 (lunch) noon 
February 9th, 2019 (dinner) 5:00 pm 

February 16th, 2019 (breakfast) 10:00 am 
 
 

 
You must call (989) 872-3422 each Friday by noon to 

reserve your spot and let us know how many will be 

attending, so we know how much food to have on hand. 

This is a FREE weekly meal. 

Simple Meals each Saturday. Good Fellowship and 

Conversation  Bring your family, children and friends.  

Why? Because it is important for you to get to know us 

(we are the church that provides the monthly Dorcas 

Meals.) as we get to know you. Some weeks we will have 

a guest speaker or entertainment, other weeks we will just 

talk about issues that affect you and your family and our 

community. All are welcome here! You can also volunteer 

to help.  ~ Pastor Bob Demyanovich 

Cass City United Methodist Church                                       
      

     

  

 

 

Brownfield grant giving new life
to former Sebewaing plant site
A vacant, contaminated property

in Sebewaing will be reused,
thanks to a Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ) grant awarded to the
Huron County Brownfield Rede-
velopment Authority.

The funding will be used to pay
for environmental costs to build
new assisted living housing on the
former Lapeer Metal Stamping
property in downtown Sebewaing.
The MDEQ is spending $1.5 mil-

lion to demolish the last manufac-
turing building at Lapeer Metal
Stamping and to remove the most
highly-contaminated soil. A
$286,043 MDEQ Brownfield Re-
development Grant will pay for
more contaminated soil removal

and demolition of old building
foundations.

Officials say manufacturing at
the property from the 1940s until
2010 probably caused the contam-
ination.
A local developer will invest $2.5

million to build assisted living
housing on a portion of the 6.6-
acre site. The assisted living cen-
ter will create up to 17 new jobs.
Huron County and the village of
Sebewaing expect that the rest of
the property will be redeveloped
with commercial and retail space.

The MDEQ partners with com-
munities to protect public health
and the environment and revital-
ize contaminated property. MDEQ
grants and loans pay for environ-

mental investigation and cleanup
on brownfields. Brownfields are
vacant or abandoned properties
with known or suspected environ-
mental contamination.

Partnerships between MDEQ
and communities have created $4
billion in private investment and
29,000 new jobs over the life of
the Brownfield Redevelopment
Program. Each grant and loan dol-
lar invested by the MDEQ in 2017
to protect residents and the envi-
ronment is expected to return an
average of $33 to the state’s econ-
omy. When brownfields are rede-
veloped, property values increase
both on the revitalized site and on
other nearby properties.

New rules designed to improve
opioid crisis treatment options

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Prescription drug misuse is a se-
rious problem in Michigan —
even in the Thumb.
Because of the increased number

of deaths linked to opioids, a law-
suit was filed in the Northern Dis-
trict Federal Court in Ohio, with a
host of municipalities, including
Tuscola and Sanilac counties,
joining the nationwide lawsuit
against opioid manufactures and
distributors in order to address the
growing cost of dealing with the
opioid crisis.

In an effort to try to combat the
overdose deaths, new rules have
been developed for Substance Use
Disorder (SUDs) facilities that are
designed to improve patient care,
enhance addiction treatment op-
tions, and reduce regulatory bur-
dens on licensees that are
providing essential services to
help residents recover from the
tragic opioid crisis in Michigan.

“The new rules reduce cumber-
some regulations and simplify re-
quirements while simultaneously
modernizing care for those who
need it most,” said Shelly Edger-
ton, director of the Michigan De-
partment of Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs (LARA).

This is the first time the rules
have been updated since 1981. In
addition to reducing the number
of rules from 103 to 50, the re-
vised regulations better reflect the
diverse array of treatment options
and modern use of licensed pro-
fessionals available to assist pa-
tients suffering from addiction.
Specifically, the new rules expand
the use of other licensed health
care professionals, including
physician assistants, advanced
practice nurses, and licensed prac-
tical nurses.
And, the changes expand the use

of other licensed and certified pro-
fessionals for counseling services
and allows for the use of telemed-
icine.

Edgerton says the new rules
eliminate select full-time staffing
and ratio requirements where ap-
propriate, matching current prac-
tice in other states and benefitting
licensees and care recipients; and
clarify when licensure is required,
such as in the expansion of med-
ication assisted treatment (MAT)
services.
The state is using every available

tool to combat the opioid epi-
demic. The collaborative efforts of
state agencies amplify Michigan’s
efforts related to prevention and
treatment of patients, education of
health professionals, and enforce-
ment of over-prescribers and over-
dispensers.
Those efforts include a new one-

stop shop website
(Michigan.gov/opioids) contain-
ing helpful information and re-
sources on the epidemic;
providing online resources for pa-
tients, health professionals, and
communities about prevention
and treatment of opioid abuse; and
ensuring the life-saving overdose
reversal drug, Naloxone, is avail-
able to residents statewide through
a standing order.
According to the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention, the
rates of drug overdose deaths are
rising in rural areas, and have sur-
passed rates in some urban areas.

There have been deaths in each
of the Thumb’s three counties
linked to opioids in 2018. That
number is still in the process of

being compiled.
There were eight drug related

deaths in Tuscola County in 2017
and two in Huron County, accord-
ing to Ann Hepfer, health officer
for both the Huron and Tuscola
county health departments.

Overdose deaths primarily in-
volve two types of prescription
drug painkillers (opioids) and
tranquilizers (benzodiazepines).

Michigan ranks 10th nationally
per capita in prescribing rates of
opioid pain relievers, and 18th in
the nation for overdoses. Statistics
show 44 people die in the United
States every day from an overdose

of prescription painkillers.
Opioids include both illegal

drugs, such as heroin, and pre-
scription pain medicine. Common
opioids used to treat pain include
oxycodone, hydrocodone, mor-
phine, methadone and codeine. 

Synthetic opioids are contribut-
ing to the crisis, too. Synthetic
opioids that are appearing across
Michigan include fentanyl and
carfentanyl. These drugs are far
more powerful and deadly than
other opioids and are frequently
mixed with heroin, often times
without the user knowing.
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AMONG THE many agencies that assisted with support for Quality Roasting,

LLC to locate a soybean processing plant in Tuscola County was the Michigan

Strategic Fund (MSF) Board in Lansing.  Attending this month’s meeting of

the MSF Board were Tuscola County EDC Director Steve Erickson and Com-

munications Director Jim McLoskey.

According to Quality Roasting
officials, water usage would be
minimal. Processing would re-
quire five gallons of water per
minute, which is equal to using a
garden hose, and there would be
no discharge.
The next step for the township is

creating a zoning board of ap-
peals. According to township reg-
ulations, that process has to be
done because part of the facility’s
structure will be 150-feet tall.

“That will be an elevator leg,”
said Davis, noting having a zoning
board of appeals is just a formal-
ity.

Tuscola County Economic De-
velopment Corporation (EDC)
and state officials Thursday an-
nounced the awarding of $10 mil-
lion in private activity bonds for
the Wisconsin-based Quality
Roasting LLC.
“With the loan approved, we can

go ahead now with buying the
land and building the plant,”
Davis said.
The site will include a processing

building with a small office, truck
scale, soybean storage bins and
finished product storage. The op-
eration is scheduled to be 24/5;
Sunday evenings through Friday
evenings. The soybean harvest

Continued from page one.

Gilford officials welcome soybean plant
takes place over roughly a three-
week period between September
and November.

When completed, the approxi-
mate 16,000-square-foot facility is
expected to process about 2.2 mil-
lion pounds of soybeans a year,
which is only a portion of the ap-
proximate 3.67 million bushels of
soybeans grown annually in Tus-
cola County.

The Quality Roasting facility is
expected to generate additional in-
come of $500,000 annually for
area farmers.
Quality Roasting will process the

soybeans to produce crude soy-
bean oil and Exceller Meal. The
operation is expected to employ
eight workers initially.

Tuscola County EDC Director
Steve Erickson said he and the
EDC board have been working on
this project in cooperation with
the Michigan EDC, the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development and other
agencies, as well as Tuscola
County Commissioner Tom
Young for nearly three years.

“Quality Roasting will provide
high quality feed for our dairy in-
dustry and will keep this part of
our economy competitive,” Erick-
son added.

“The EDC…congratulates Gil-
ford Township and appreciates its
strong support to locate this $12
million project in Tuscola

County,” he said.
“I am happy to see this partner-

ship between the state of Michi-
gan and a business within our
community making these impor-
tant investments possible,” com-
mented 84th District state Rep.
Phil Green (R-Millington). “The
improvements and new jobs will
bring additional investment and
increased economic activity to our
region.”

Senator Kevin Daley (R-Lum),
who represents the 31st District
(Tuscola, Bay and Lapeer coun-
ties), agreed.

“This new processing facility
will be a great asset to Tuscola
County, and help bring jobs and
increase the value of commodities
that are produced in the area. This
partnership is a great example of
how the state can continue to de-
velop and improve agricultural
processing across Michigan,”
Daley said.
Quality Roasting, Inc. was estab-

lished in 1991 to meet the need
and demand for high quality soy-
bean products in cattle diets. The
company’s original roasting facil-
ity was built with 4,000 bushels of
storage space. Today, the com-
pany has over two million bushels
of storage space and employs 20
people between its two Wisconsin
facilities.

Editor Tom Montgomery con-
tributed to this report.

their observations will be incorporated into the yet-to-be-rescheduled
public forum.

Powell said the FIT program is designed to spawn local leadership,
strengthen community vitality and form the basis for future develop-
ment by enabling participants to:
*Learn about their assets and opportunities from new visitors to their

towns.
*Strengthen existing cooperation among leaders and residents so they

can better organize based on valuable feedback.
*Develop a list of action items for community improvement.
*Integrate action items into their community plans.
*Take action on community improvements and strengthen their image.
*Improve community well-being and quality of life for residents.
Rule, who serves as chairman of the local CLT team, said the group

has discussed a number of general suggestions regarding improving
Cass City. They include branding/design of the village, marketing, sig-
nage/gateway and wayfaring, streetscape/benches/artwork, the walking
trail, community gardens, and promoting the Cass River/handicap ac-
cessibility.
However, he added, committee members won’t be able to discuss spe-

cific suggestions until after hearing the FIT Assessment report.
Powell agreed. “The next step, after this meeting, is for the local com-

munity leadership team to meet,” she said. “So, it’s just a beginning.
“We’re really excited to hear their feedback and what they have to

say,” Powell added. “It’s just a win-win situation.”
“On many levels, we’ve been in the process of revitalization, particu-

larly the downtown area of Cass City. What we hope to gain (from the
FIT report) is that we can find some common ground that we can put
some (financial) resources behind,” commented Rule, who wears a
number of hats in the community, including business owner, chamber
president and chairman of both the Cass City EDC (economic devel-
opment corporation) and DDA (downtown development authority).

As for putting proposals into action, Powell said Cass City has been
awarded a $2,000 grant through the state’s Regional Prosperity Initia-
tive (the Thumb is part of what is known as Prosperity Region Six).

She explained the Regional Prosperity Initiative is part of the I-69
Thumb Region, a partnership consisting of seven counties (including
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties) which promotes the region’s
strengths, from a strong agriculture base to manufacturing know-how
to transportation resources.

Continued from page one.

Village’s tourism public
forum to be rescheduled

“How does that happen? How do you not keep track of it? It absolutely
can’t – that’s the bottom line.”
Drake sent a letter to parents in an effort to inform them about the in-

cident.
“The sheriff has interviewed the owner of the handgun. It was deter-

mined that the individual was at the school to watch a grandchild par-
ticipate in the basketball tournament,” he said. “The situation is now in
the hands of law enforcement and the prosecutor’s office.”
Drake also reminded all community members, as well as anyone who

may attend events at the school, that Kingston Board of Education pol-
icy strictly prohibits the possession of firearms on school property and
at school-sponsored events, with the exception of law enforcement of-
ficers.

“Luckily, no one was hurt as a result of this careless action,” Drake
said. “Student, staff and community safety during school and at school
events are the Kingston Board of Education’s highest priority. It is also
a priority to keep parents/guardians informed with factual information
regarding serious situations at the school when appropriate.”

Continued from page one.

Man could faces charges
after leaving gun at school

Thumb Habitat officials
set to meet in February

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The Lapeer-Tuscola Habitat for Humanity chapter will be hosting an-
other Critical Home Repair (CHR) program meeting next month fol-
lowing sparse attendance at a recent meeting due to inclement weather.

The CHR program provides up to $7,500 for home repairs to those
who are income eligible. Repairs can include projects involving resi-
dential wells, furnaces, windows, water heaters and roofs.
The work is done free of charge for those who qualify.
The upcoming meeting has been scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 9, start-

ing at 9:30 a.m. at the Tuscola County Medical Care Facility business
annex building, 1285 Cleaver Rd., Caro.
The program is designed for homeowner or anyone whose name is on

a home’s title and who is living in the residence.
Income eligibility requirements are: one-person household, income of

less than $32,900; a two-person household, annual income of no more
than $37,600; and a family of four, annual income of no more than

$46,950.
It doesn’t matter how much land or equipment a person owns; the only

qualifications are income and that they own the home.
CHR helps low-income homeowners who struggle to maintain their

homes due to limitations related to income, age, disability or other cir-
cumstances. Through CHR, homeowners are able to work side-by-side
with Lapeer-Tuscola Habitat for Humanity to restore their home.

The program brings together volunteers with homeowners in need.
The end result is homes that are safe and maintained, homeowners who
are able to continue to occupy their homes, and renewed neighborhoods.
Although the name includes Lapeer and the agency is based in Lapeer,

the organization has expanded its service to also cover Tuscola County.
In addition to learning about the CHR Program at the upcoming meet-

ing, participants will have an opportunity to pick up an application to
apply for help.
Last year, Lapeer-Tuscola Habitat for Humanity helped a dozen home-

owners with repairs to their residences.
To help fund the program, the Lapeer-Tuscola Habitat for Humanity

operates a resell shop, ReStore, located at 1521 W. Caro Rd., Caro. The
store offers used furniture and appliances and other household items.

For more information, call Lapeer-Tuscola Habitat for Humanity at
(810) 664-7111.

The CHR program provides up to $7,500 for home re-
pairs to those who are income eligible. Repairs can in-
clude projects involving residential wells, furnaces,
windows, water heaters and roofs.
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Gary Bader   989-553-0236

Buying or Selling?

Call for all your real 
estate needs
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4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121

Tours And Refreshments To Follow!

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2019
12:30 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Expansion & 
Renovation 

Open House!

Hills & Dales General Hospital 
cordially invites you 

to join us for our

PROGRAM BEGINS AT 12:30PM

IN THE MAIN LOBBY
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ROUGHLY 60 people recently turned out for the Tuscola County Right to Life

chapter’s annual Sanctity of Life service, held on the front steps of the county

courthouse in Caro. The combined 46 crosses the group held (above) repre-

sented the number of children aborted from residents of Tuscola County in

2017. At right, new state Rep. Phil Green was the guest speaker during a gath-

ering that followed at the Blessing Center.

New Ubly church marks anniversary
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

The Ubly Christian Church cele-
brated its one-year anniversary
Sunday.

Although it was a milestone
event, the celebration was low-
key.
“We had our normal church serv-

ice at 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., and
after that a potluck,” said the
church’s pastor, Austin Keller.

The anniversary was celebrated
one day early. The first service at
the church, which is located at
2409 E. Award Rd., Ubly, was
held Jan. 28, 2018.
The Ubly Christian Church is af-

filiated with the Church of Christ,
which was formed in the 1800s by
Alexander Campbell and Barton
Stone.

The Ubly Christian Church has
small group Bible studies specifi-
cally for men and women, as well
as adult Bible study. The church

offers a blend of modern church
worship and music.
The church’s goal is to create an

atmosphere where everyone can
all commune with God in an au-
thentic worship experience, ac-
cording to Keller.
The Ubly church is an affiliate of

the Novesta Church of Christ at
2896 N. Cemetery Rd., Cass City.

“It was decided to start a church
in Ubly so the people from there
and from Harbor Beach wouldn’t
have to drive all the way to Cass
City,” Keller explained.

The non-denominational church
in Ubly has about 50 to 60 parish-
ioners and continues to grow.

Keller, who graduated from the
Central Christian College of the
Bible in Missouri, is the leader of
the Ubly church. He previously
worked for several years along-
side Novesta Church of Christ’s
pastor, Brad Speirs.
The Novesta church has a mem-

bership of about 350 to 400, and

its origin dates back more than
100 years. It has services at 9 a.m.
and at 10:30 a.m.

The goal of the churches is to
“place the fingerprint of Jesus on
the Thumb of Michigan.”

For more information about the
Ubly Christian Church, call (989)
325-5678.
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