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CASS CITY ROTARY Club members gathered at the Hills and Dales Regional

Education Center (former Baker College campus building) last week in prepa-

ration for the finale – distribution – of this year’s Christmas for Kids cam-

paign, which collected and distributed gifts to 75 area families (190 children

in all). Pictured above are (from left) Carolyn Sorenson, Ruth Steele, Alice Za-

leski, Amy Peters, Rachel Estelle, Rotary exchange student Wanasaphan

“Aum” Sanworanart, Alexsandra Karr, Kevven Dorland, Brenda Berry, Craig

Bellew, Colleen Langenburg, Debbie Powell and Allison Zimba. Missing is

Emily Lasceski, who along with Langenburg coordinated the holiday gift

drive. (Photo courtesy of the Cass City Rotary Club)

Suspect in homicide
denied bond; probe
into attack continues

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

An Ellington Township man
charged with fatally stabbing the
mother of his 11-month-old
daughter earlier this month has a
history of domestic violence, ac-
cording to court records.

The suspect, 37-year-old Larry
E. Lyons, was formally arraigned
in Tuscola County District Court
last Wednesday morning on sev-
eral felony charges, including
open murder in the death of
Brandy Marie Dickson, 36.

Prosecutors, who say the victim
was clutching the couple’s daugh-
ter as Lyons allegedly attacked her
with a knife inside his residence,
is also charged with assault with
intent to murder the baby, who
suffered cuts to the top of her
head, a stab wound to the side of
her head, a skull fracture and
bleeding in the brain during the
Dec. 15 assault.
Lyons also faces charges of child

abuse, second degree; domestic
violence, third offense; carrying a
dangerous weapon with unlawful
intent; and child abuse, third de-
gree.

The most serious of the charges
is open murder, which is punish-
able by life in prison. Assault with
intent to murder carries a maxi-
mum penalty of life in prison or
any term of years.

Lyons was denied bond during
Please turn to page 6.

Year in review
2019: the best of times, the worst of times

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Selecting a handful of signifi-
cant news stories out of an entire
year is never easy, largely because
it’s a subjective task. Still, certain
news events – whether they in-
volved a single story or a series of
articles — are noteworthy in
terms of how they helped to shape
our community.

Of course, as is true every year,
the only constant in 2019 was
change.

For some, the year will be re-
membered with sadness by those
who have lost loved ones, while
2019 may have marked a new and
wonderful beginning for others.

However, we all share in a gen-
eral sense of community, weather-
ing various events together as
friends and neighbors, celebrating
and mourning, debating, lending a
hand to those in need, and work-
ing together to maintain a way of
life we’ve come to know and ap-
preciate.

As a community newspaper, the
Chronicle strives to report on
news and features – both locally
and regionally — that impact area
residents. It’s a job we take seri-
ously, just as previous owners and
staffers have over the past 113-
plus years.

It’s a mission we hope to con-
tinue well into the future.
Before turning to the first chapter

of 2020, however, we invite you
to join us in taking a brief look
back at a few of the events and is-
sues that touched our community
— for better and worse — over
the past 12 months.

HORRIFIC HOLIDAY

The year ended on an horrific
note, with law enforcement agen-
cies called to respond to a vicious
domestic assault/homicide in

which an Ellington Township man
stands accused of stabbing the
mother of his child multiple times.
The victim, Brandy Marie Dick-
son, 36, died from her wounds.

The suspect, 37-year-old Larry
E. Lyons, was charged with open
murder in the case as well as a
number of other felony counts, in-
cluding assault with intent to mur-
der his 11-month-old daughter.

Prosecutors said the victim was
clutching the couple’s daughter as
Lyons allegedly attacked her with
a knife inside his residence. The
baby suffered cuts to the top of her
head, a stab wound to the side of
her head, a skull fracture and
bleeding in the brain during the

Dec. 15 assault.
The assault was reported during

the evening hours of Dec. 15 at
Lyons’ residence at 2900 Gerou
Road. The couple had previously
lived together, but not at the time
of the attack, according to reports,
which noted the defendant’s crim-
inal record includes previous con-
victions on domestic violence
charges.

The case remained under inves-
tigation as 2019 was coming to a
close, but it’s certain it will remain
in the headlines well into 2020 as
a stunned community tries to
come to grips with this violent
death.

his arraignment. He remains
lodged in the Tuscola County Jail
pending his next court appear-
ance.

The horrific attack was reported
at Lyons’ residence at 2900 Gerou
Rd. at about 7:15 p.m., according
to Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent, who noted Lyons was
taken into custody the same day.
Skrent said Dickson had suffered

life-threat-
ening in-
juries and
was trans-
ported by
MMR am-
bulance for
emergency
treatment
to a local
medical fa-
cility, where
she died. “(The) 11-month-old
child was also treated for injuries
and was transported for emer-
gency treatment to a local hospi-
tal.”
An autopsy was performed Dec.

16 and confirmed Dickson’s cause
of death to be multiple stab
wounds. Investigators indicated
they believe they have the murder
weapon — a knife seized at the
crime scene near the victim, who
was found outside the residence.
Few details were being released,

but Skrent said the victim and sus-
pect were in a domestic relation-

Bingham Ambulance
future not so bleak?

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Although there are several details
yet to be worked out, a possible
lifeline has been offered to the
Bingham Ambulance Service.

The Bingham Township Board
met with Central Huron Ambu-
lance officials last week to review
a preliminary proposal designed

to keep the local ambulance serv-
ice up and running in the commu-
nity.

“We are negotiating with them
right now, trying to possibly do a
merger where Central Huron Am-
bulance (CHA) could basically
take…over, but everything still
has to go through our board,” said
CHA Executive Director Linda
Shisler.

“There are a lot of technicalities
involved, so the meeting was ba-
sically just a conversation about
the process.”

CHA was established in 1983

Please turn to page 16.

DTE filling 
call center
jobs in town

Please turn to page 16.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The hiring process for 100 new
jobs in Cass City is underway.

In September, DTE Energy an-
nounced it will open a customer
call center at its North Area En-
ergy Center, 4100 Doerr Rd. The
company is hiring full-time cus-
tomer care representatives.

To apply, online go to
careers.dteenergy.com.
Entry-level positions pay $15 per

hour with benefits available. Also,
there is an opportunity for pay in-
centives, and pay increases to

Larry E. Lyons

The arrival of 2020 will have special meaning
to couples that are also expecting their own little
arrivals, but just when the first baby of the new
year will be born is anyone’s guess.

Will the first birth take place just minutes or
hours after the bells start ringing after midnight,
Jan. 1, or will several days or even weeks pass
before the blessed event?

Regardless, the first baby of the new year
born and reported to the Chronicle by a
Cass City area family will be showered
with gifts and well wishes from local
merchants, a tradition that has con-
tinued for many years in the
community.

The only question mark
each year is timing. 

In 2016 Clinton and
Taryn Ellis of Cass City wel-
comed their newborn
daughter, Cambrey Jane
Ellis, Monday,
Jan. 6.
In 2018 Kati and

Doug Ball wel-
comed their new-
born daughter Blair
Laura, on Thursday, Jan.
4.

Last year Reagan Thick and Kyle Becker of
Kingston welcomed  Brooklyn Storm Becker on

Thursday, Jan. 10.
As was true last year, the coming year’s proud

parents will receive a  floral bouquet from Flow-
ers by Grace, $60 gift certificate

from Captured by Christine
for the newborn’s first
photo. 
Local restaurants are of-

fering an assortment of
meals for mom and

dad too! In-
c l u d i n g
Cass City
M c D o n -

ald’s who
will treat the new parents to

dinner, and a $15 gift certificate
from Nick’s Country Oven 

In addition,  Thumb Bank and Trust offer their
best wishes by opening a $10 savings account for
the new arrival. 
Coachlight Pharmacy will be showering the little

one with a gift basket.
But that’s not all; Curtis Garber and Cass City

Oil & Gas have both chipped in a free oil change.
Finally, the family can read about their new ar-

rival and other local news all year long with a
free, one-year subscription to the Cass City
Chronicle.
We eagerly wait to hear about our newest com-

munity member. 

Gifts await first 2020 newborn
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Follow your favorite 
students in the

Cass City 
Chronicle

Subscriptions 
as low as 

$25.10/yr

Call 872-2010

Nominated by: 
6th Grade Team

Characteristics he displays:
Sawyer is quiet, but has a

smile for everyone. 
He shows a great deal of

respect and responsibility.
He works well 

independently or in
groups.

Some of his favorite things:
His mom’s tacos, soccer,

swimming and card
tricks.

Cass City Schools name
“students of the month”

Kindergarten 

Student of the Month is

Emma Kappen

Nominated by:
Mrs. Gruber

Characteristics she displays:
Emma is such a positive

student! She is very 
respectful and is always

helpful. Emma 
cooperates well with 
others and is a good
friend. She always

strives to do her best.

Some of her favorite things:
Playing peek-a-boo with

her brother, Wesley;
reading with her friend,
Kinslee and going to the

water park with her 
family.

1st Grade 

Student of the Month is

Brayden Konczal

Nominated by:
Mrs. Schefka

Characteristics he displays:
Brayden is an amazing
student! He is consis-
tently attentive to class
work and is interested in
learning. He is trustwor-
thy and kind to others.

Some of his favorite things:
Eating pizza & 

Hersey bars, riding the
four-wheeler and playing
nerf wars with his Dad.

2nd Grade

Student of the Month is

Gina Garwold

Nominated by:
Mrs. Baur

Characteristics she displays:
Gina is an outstanding

student! She is very 
respectful and 

responsible. She puts
forth great effort to be

the best student 
she can be!

Some of her favorite things:
Playing with her dog,
Onyx, spending time

with family and playing
games with family.

3rd Grade

Student of the Month is

Tinley Mahoney

Nominated by:
Mrs. Stec

Characteristics she displays:
Tinley is a great student
who displays all of the
SOAR characteristics.
She follows the class-

room rules, is responsi-
ble about getting her
work finished, and is 
respectful to teachers,
staff and classmates. I

enjoy having her in our
class this year!!

Some of her favorite things:
Sloppy Joes

and gymnastics.

4th Grade

Student of 

the Month is

Chevy Brinkman

Nominated by:
4th Grade Teachers

Characteristics he displays:
Chevy is one smart

cookie! Chevy is a hard
worker and he loves to

read. He has great conver-
sations during class dis-
cussion, is polite, kind

and on task. We love how
responsible he is and we
are very proud of Chevy!

Some of his favorite things:
Cars, watching YouTube,

and riding his bike.
5th Grade

Student of 

the Month is

Alyssa Eremia

Nominated by:
Fifth Grade Teachers

Characteristics she displays:
Alyssa regularly displays

the characteristics of
SOAR. In addition, she

is conscientious, cooper-
ative and pleasant. She

always wears a smile and
brings a positive attitude
to our school. Alyssa is
always willing to help

others!

Some of her favorite things:
The color orange, 

Hungry Howies pizza,
football and science.

8th Grade Student of the Month is

Josh Bergman

6th Grade

Student of the Month is

Sawyer Ross

Joshua Bergman is a wonderful, responsible young
man whom I have had the privilege of knowing for
about a year and a half.  He is very courteous and re-
spectful in his actions. In addition, I never have to
worry about him missing any work because he is al-
ways right on this, making sure that he has this done
and turned in to his teachers.   He also is always try-
ing to correct any mistakes that he has made in his
school work.  Josh is a pure joy to know and to work
with as a teacher.   If I could have 30 Joshs in a class,
that would be amazing!   I am proud of him and am
happy to hear that he is receiving this award.

~Mrs. Kathy Wright 

Every morning I come in to work and Josh Bergman
is standing at the door of room101 greeting the stu-
dents with a smile and fist pump or handshake, with
his cheery words “good morning”.  He also recog-
nizes me and gives me a smiley “good morning”!   I
appreciate his kindness as this is a nice way to start
my day.

~Mrs. Ruth Fluegge

Some of his favorite things:
Hobbies: Back Ball

Favorite Movie: Spiderman
Favorite Snack: Popcorn
Weekend Fun: Fishing

Favorite Subject: Phys Ed
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

To nap or not to nap

boosting my alertness and energy, working on
restorative benefits, or being creative.
Although I’ve come to enjoy and even embrace my

sleeping in my recliner. I still do not like the term
nap.
I prefer to call them horizontal pauses. It sounds so

much better than nap.

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Taking a nap was mandatory when I was growing
up. I hated them, especially in the summer time when
the sun was shining, the days were warm and play-
time was the order of the day.

I viewed being made to lay down when I wasn’t
even sleepy as punishment. My bed was the enemy
when the sun was still up and when I didn’t want the
day to end.
As the years passed, so did my view of the dreaded

nap time. Between taking classes, working, going to
meetings and spending time with my family, being
able to squeeze in a few minutes of shut-eye was a
rare treat.

Today, sleep clinics and studies abound. A recent
study mapped out how the body responds to different
lengths of naps.
According to the study: a 10- to 20-minute nap is a

“power nap” — ideal for a boost in alertness and en-
ergy, experts report. A shorter nap limits the napper
to lighter stages of NREM (non-rapid eye move-
ment). Only entering into a lighter sleep allows the
person to easier hit the ground running after waking
up.
However, a 30-minute nap might have the opposite

result. The study says sleeping that long could cause
sleep inertia, like a hangover with a groggy feeling
that can last the same amount of time of the nap did
before any restorative benefits are felt.

The study showed a 60-minute nap was the best
length to improve remembering facts. That length of
slow-wave sleep is the deepest sleep. However, it can
come with some grogginess upon waking.
The nap to top all naps is the one that lasts 90 min-

utes. That length allows for the full sleep cycle and
the deeper rapid eye movement (REM), which is the
dream stage.

The nap length is supposed to improve emotional,
creative and procedural memory, which for old
timers is important. And, napping that long makes it
easier to wake up.

So, when I happen to dose off, I can claim I’m
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At this month’s regular village council meeting trustee
Don Ball reached out and asked if I’d mention in the
paper the upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting
in Cass City slated for Wednesday, Jan. 8, starting at 7:00
p.m.

On the agenda is strategic planning for 2020 that the
council seeks public input going forward. That wasn’t
the case concerning the 2020 Village of Cass City budget
which passed recently without any citizens’ comments.

**********      

We figured better a day early than a day late when de-
livery of the Cass City Chronicle is at hand.
That’s why local readers received our Christmas edition

on Christmas Eve instead of the day after the birth of our
savior. To make that happen our staff was up before 4:00
a.m. Tuesday to meet up with the delivery truck from
Big Rapids with our papers, return to the office to apply
address labels and then take this week’s paper to the post
office before the 6:45 a.m. deadline for delivery.  We
also had the newsstands copies delivered in town before
the crack of day.

Merry Christmas to our faithful Chronicle readers.  

**********       

When it comes to Christmas wishes there are many here
at the corner of Oak and Main for Cass City businesses.
One for sure goes out to Jim Zyrowski who has plans to
open a grocery store locally.
Zyrowski has many years of business experience under

his belt as owner of Ben’s Supercenter, which is family
owned and operated. Founded in 1965, the company cur-
rently has three locations; Ben’s Supercenter in Brown
City, Ben’s Supercenter in Marlette and Ben’s Contrac-
tor Center/Ben’s Great Outdoors, also in Marlette.
Zyrowski originally planned to build his new store just

north of M-81 at the west end of Cass City on the site of
the former Croft Clara lumber yard, but later opted to
use the Erla’s building, saying it would be far less ex-
pensive to renovate than to build from scratch.

Cass City has been without a grocery store since Sep-
tember 2014, when former Erla’s Food Center owner
Venu Ganga closed the business after owning and oper-
ating the store for about 2 ½ years. Ganga originally pur-
chased the business in February 2011, marking the end
of a 57-year business tradition established by the Erla
family.

**********    

One Christmas wish
came early for Cass
City resident Matt
Lynch who bagged a
rabbit on state land just
last week. It’s a 3-
pound bunny, according
to the outdoor enthusi-
ast, who supplied me
with a Christmas wish
by acknowledging his
enjoyment of the
Chronicle and by help-
ing to fill this space.

Well done Matt. See
you in 2020.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Why not resolve to
be a bit healthier?
How are those plans coming to make a New Year’s

resolution for 2020?
Reflecting on necessary and/or desired lifestyle

changes is a rite of late December/early January for
many folks. It’s a fitting time, considering the start
of a new year follows a season of indulgence, finan-
cial and calorie-wise.

But it’s probably safe to say it can also be a very
frustrating challenge, because while the desire to
improve oneself may be strong, the flesh is often
weak.

The result? Broken promises to lose weight, stop
smoking, give up that three-martini lunch, get out of
debt, become more organized, etc.
In fact, research indicates only about eight percent

of people actually achieve their New Year’s resolu-
tions.

This year, why not resolve to embrace a healthier
lifestyle and take a few simple, manageable steps to
enjoy some success?
According to “A Mindful Guide to New Year’s Res-

olutions”, published on the website leftbrainbuddha,
one of the keys to success is to focus on the process
of your goal – not the final results you hope to
achieve.

“If we focus on going for walks or eating healthy
salads for lunch, we will probably lose some weight
in the process. And we’ll probably enjoy the journey
a lot more,” the guide states. “The purpose of a res-
olution should be the process – the infinite present
moments in which transformation occurs – rather
than waiting for the single instance of attainment.”
The guide also encourages people to closely exam-

ine their habits and try to determine what specific
actions sustain those habits – then work on varying
routines in order to avoid triggering the same old
response(s).

Keep in mind that it’s okay to start over – anytime
– because no matter our intentions, there will be
days when you simply won’t live up to your expec-
tations.
For many of us, health is a priority, and while diets

of all sorts abound, experts say there are some sim-
ple things all of us can do to improve our chances
of feeling better in the coming year. They include:

*Go for a walk — often.  You’ll reduce stress,
strengthen your immune system and increase your
overall energy.
*Add a serving of vegetables to your lunch and din-

ner every day.
“Add whole grains to your menus — maybe try a

new one, like barley or quinoa, or try a new recipe
with familiar whole grains.

*Add a couple of glasses of water to your daily
fluid intake.
Sounds like good advice.
And who knows?  Achieving a series of small per-

sonal victories just might give you the courage to
take on that cigarette habit, lose a few pounds or
bury that annoying tendency to show up everywhere
10 or 15 minutes late.

Good luck, and may you enjoy some success in
keeping your New Year’s resolution in 2020.
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Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Michael E. Sampson, 38,
Millington, was sentenced to two
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to carrying a con-
cealed weapon, two counts of
fleeing a police officer, possession
of a firearm in the commission of
a felony, and assaulting, resisting
or obstructing a police officer
April 6 in Vassar Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$530.
*James F. Cox, Jr., 58, Caro, was

sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail following his plea of
guilty to operating a motor vehicle
with a high BAC (blood alcohol
content), third offense, Aug. 3 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 60 months
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,258.

*David C. Knight, 53, Milling-
ton, pleaded no contest to two
counts of attempted assault with
intent to do great bodily harm less
than murder between May 14 and
May 22 in Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $15,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Steven T. Reaver, 26, Deford,
pleaded guilty to altering or forg-
ing a license plate Feb. 15 in Wells
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Scot M. Jacobs, 46, Unionville,

pleaded guilty to possession of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) Sept. 17 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Larry D. Pardue, 35, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to tampering
with an electronic monitoring de-
vice Sept. 3 in Vassar. He was also
convicted of being habitual of-
fender (two prior felony convic-
tions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $25,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Brian K. Tropp II, 23, Gage-

town, pleaded guilty to assault
with a dangerous weapon (felo-
nious assault) and domestic vio-
lence, second offense, Sept. 25 in
Gagetown.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Dana M. Colwell, 49, Milling-
ton, pleaded no contest to three
counts of illegal use of a financial
transaction device between July 6
and Sept. 13, 2018, in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Mason Daniel-J Sayles, 23,
Saginaw, pleaded guilty to
charges of first degree home inva-
sion, operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of
liquor, second offense, and do-
mestic violence July 4 in Indian-
fields Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Daniel R. Lohr, Jr., 20, Caro,
was sentenced to three to 10 years
in prison following his pleas of no
contest to four counts each of
child abuse, second degree, and
domestic violence – aggravated
assault between January and April
in Juniata Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $594.
*Jason Samuel-Harley May-

berry, 35, Caro, pleaded no con-
test to assault with intent to do
great bodily harm less than mur-
der July 11-13 in Indianfields
Township, and to witness bribing
or intimidation July 30 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued
at a combined $30,000. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*Charles M. Nehls, 40, Caro,
was sentenced to three days in jail
following his plea of guilty to at-
tempted assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) July
13 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $458.
*Joseph W. Trollman, 27,

Mayville, was sentenced to three
to 20 years in prison following his
pleas of no contest to conducting
a criminal enterprise and deliv-
ery/manufacture of cocaine,
heroin or another narcotic (less
than 50 grams) between March
and July in Fremont Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $326.
*Jayme L. Hix, 33, Vassar, was

sentenced to 365 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, after pleading
guilty to two counts of operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor – with an oc-
cupant under the age of 16 years
Aug. 15 in Vassar. The defendant
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, Hix was
placed on probation for 60 months
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,826.

*Glenn R. Welch, 41, Clifford,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
following his plea of no contest to
assaulting, resisting or obstructing
a police officer June 16 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 12 months
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $609.
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Area township officials gearing
up for millage votes in the spring 

Christmas is barely passed, but
officials in a number of townships
are preparing for millage elections
in the spring.

Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fet-
ting recently reported the propos-
als filed with her office for the
March 10, 2020, election ballot.
They include:

*Elmwood Township – voters
will be asked to approve a 1.5-mill
renewal to preserve, improve, re-
pair and maintain township roads.

The request is composed of a

1.485-mill tax, plus an additional
.0015 of a mill to restore the rate
to the original 1.5-mill tax rate
previously authorized for 10
years.

If approved, the millage would
remain in effect through 2029 and
generate roughly $63,000 the first
year. For the owner of a home
with a market value of $80,000,
the tax adds up to about $60 annu-
ally.

*Kingston Township — voters
will be asked to approve a two-
mill renewal for road maintenance

for the years 2021 through 2024.
If approved, the tax would gen-

erate about $71,900 the first year
and cost the owner of an $80,000
home about $80 per year.
*Novesta Township – voters will

be asked to approve a two-mill in-
crease for four years for construc-
tion, reconstruction, repair and
maintenance of roads in the town-
ship.

If approved, the millage would
generate about $73,615 the first
year and cost the owner of an
$80,000 home about $80 annually.

�
�����������������	�
���

����������������
�
���

�����
����

�������
�����������������������
����������������������	���

���������������	��
�
�����

�������������
����
��������	�������

���������	����������



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2019

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Keeping an eye

on the prize...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Dear Santa, How are you doing?
How is your wife? I’ve been get-
ting good grades in school. I
would like you to bring me an
Asus MeMO pad 7 in 16 gb tablet.
I would like it to be able to get
music and games. If you can’t find
that, an iPad mini or a desktop
computer would be good. As you
can tell I like technology. We will
leave you cookies and milk. Have
a safe trip. Love, Justin Daniels, 7
years old.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

The recipients of the December
Red Hawk Award of Excellence
are Jalene Krol, third grade; Re-
becca Graff, seventh grade; and
high school sophomore Nicole
Kelley.

Longtime Cass City fire fighter
Ron Pawloski closed the books on
a 36-year tenure with the Elkland
Township Fire Department in
2009. Pawloski, who served as
fire chief for the past 12 years, is
handing the reins over to fellow
veteran fireman and new Fire
Chief Glenn Guilds.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Christmas time is time for shar-
ing, It’s time for friends and fam-
ilies to get together and the
children to go out sledding. It
means the time to give thanks to
God, and everything we have. It
means that it’s time to listen to
those good old Christmas carols
and to see all those pretty lights
and decorations. It all makes you
think “What a beautiful world.”
~By: Laura Truemner, 9th grade.

Christmas is the time of year
where little kids wait at night for
Santa to come. Where the tree is
getting trimmed and parents are
Christmas shopping and listening
to Christmas songs on the radio.
But now that my friends and I are
growing up and we’re realizing
that Christmas is just not about
getting presents. It’s about spend-
ing time with family and being
joyous and merry and remember-
ing the real reason of Christmas.
And it’s Jesus’ birthday. That’s my
paragraph on Christmas. ~By:
Missy Butler 9th grade

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Mrs. Philip Doerr will have her
family with her this coming week-
end for an early Christmas cele-
bration including Mr. and Mrs.
Bob Doerr and daughter Lee of
Kalamazoo, Mr. and Mrs. Cas
Stuba and daughters, Shelly and
Chrissie, of St. Clair Shores, Mr.
and Mrs. David Doerr of Caro and
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Barnes. 
Christmas holiday visitors at the

home of Mr. and Mrs. Louis
Nemeth were the Robert Fischer
family, Mrs. Karin Dibble and
family of Kingston, John Brewton
and Maria Fernandez of Taylor
and Mr. and Mrs. Keith Baudoin
and family of Naperville, Ill.

Marine Pfc. Gregory A. Musial,
son of Walter and Lorraine Musial
of Moriartey Road, Decker, has
been promoted to his present rank
while serving with 3rd Marine
Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air
Station, El Toro, CA. He joined
the Marine Corps in April 1984. 

Keith R. Baudoin was recently
promoted to the position of Group
Supervisor with the Chicago Field
Division of the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA), US. De-
partment of Justice. Baudoin, a
1966 graduate of Cass City High
School, received his B.S. in Crim-
inal Justice from Michigan State
University in 1970. 

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Stoutenburg
and family, including Elaine home
from CMU, Mt. Pleasant, had as
Christmas guests, Mr. and Mrs.
Howard Salgat and daughters of
Caro, Max Stoutenburg and friend
Judy and his daughter Cindy of
Davison and Mrs. Hazel Stouten-
burg.

Jim and Judy Tyrrell arrived
home Thursday evening after
spending 10 days with Rita

and children, Mr. and Mrs. Ken-
neth Nye and children, Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon Ware and children
and Mr. and Mrs. David Ware and
children.

100 YEARS AGO (1919)
Miss Clara Hiser, who has been

working in the telephone office at
Caro for some time, has resigned
her position and returned home.

C. J. Striffler sold a fine “beef”
to the Ricker & Krahling market
Friday for their Christmas trade.
He weighed 1136 pounds and
brought $170.00. The steer was
less than two years old and gained
86 pounds in the last 35 days.
Louis Krahling says there wasn’t
another beef like him in the coun-
try.

Tyrrell, assistant national 4-H di-
rector at Belize, Central America.
While there, Belize had the worst
rains and floods in that country
since 1904. 

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  
Sgt. and Mrs. Ronald Weippert

of Colorado Springs, Colo., are
the parents of a daughter, born
Saturday, Dec. 20, at the Army
base hospital. The. baby weighed
five pounds and 13 ounces.
Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Guinther and Mr. and Mrs.
Karl Weippert, all of Cass City. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Ware will be

hosts to the Leo Ware family at a
Christmas party Thursday night.
Present will be Mr. and Mrs. Leo
Ware, Mr. and Mrs. Ferris Ware

I would love to tell folks that after eight years of sobriety, every alcohol-free
day is a walk in the park.

But that would be a lie, and successful sobriety is all about being truthful with
yourself, as well as with others. So, while I have no problem breezing through
most days without giving much thought to booze, I still struggle with it every
now and then.

That’s not to say sobriety still isn’t worth every ounce of determination, effort
and resolve I have to stay that way, especially when I consider how amazing life
is these days. But there are moments, however brief, that remind me just how
vital it is for me to keep my eye on the prize, you know?

Fortunately, I depend on a God who not only gave me the gift of desperation
that finally led me out of that mess, but who also gives me what I need every day
to hang tough.

I touch on this subject about this time every year because the holidays are an
especially lousy time to be an alcoholic or drug addict, and because December
marks a turning point in my life. I’m also aware that there are others in our com-
munity fighting the same fight. And who couldn’t use a little encouragement, you
know?
I took my last drink Dec. 29, 2011, after years of living on an exhausting tread-

mill of addiction. It was, in short, a dark, depressing, fearful, hopeless existence.
Honestly, there was a time I figured alcoholics were all a bunch of weak, poor

excuses for normal folks like – well, like me.
And then I took a look, an honest look, at myself and realized I was one.  It was

a gradual process, taking years to reach that point, then a few more years to accept
just how deep I was in this mess, and a few more years to really get serious about
getting better.
And then the real work began.
I’ve come to realize a number of things along the way.
Recovering addicts and alcoholics, for example, are some of the most human

people you’ll ever meet, maybe because they’ve been forced to take a really hard
look at how low they’ve sunk. This is a fight that requires brutal honesty, and
frankly, the truth isn’t very pretty sometimes.
I’ll clue you in on something else; you can’t possibly make an addict or alcoholic

feel worse than they already feel about themselves. Can’t be done.
If you’ve never been an addict or alcoholic, consider yourself fortunate. But

don’t ever presume to understand this struggle. If you’ve never been there, you
can’t know. Period.
On the other hand, you could reach out to someone battling an addiction and let

them know you’re there for them. Sure, they’ll likely recoil at first, but who
knows what a word of encouragement (without a side of judgment) might do in
the long run for someone you care about. It’s just possible they’ve been aching
for someone to reach out to them. 

Remind them that there’s always hope as long as they don’t give up on them-
selves. If they reach out for help, take their hand and help them to find some,
even if you don’t feel qualified.

In time, they may experience a reality you couldn’t convince them of now if
your life depended on it: that sobriety will deliver everything their drug of choice
promised. 

Perhaps most importantly, I’ve learned to never underestimate the power of
being grateful, not just for everyone and everything in my life, but for each and
every day. It’s a good feeling, one I hope our readers will be enjoying as they
welcome the opportunities and challenges 2020 will bring.

Happy New Year!
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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News briefs
Deputies investigate mail theft
SANILAC COUNTY — The Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department has
been investigating several reports of stolen mail in Custer and Wheat-
land townships.
It is believed the thieves are targeting mailboxes looking for Christmas

cards with money or gift cards inside. Residents are reminded to use
caution in sending these types of items by mail.
Sheriff Garry Biniecki reminds residents this is the time of year when

people also fall prey to thefts of packages being left on door steps. He
suggests contacting UPS, Fed Ex or any other delivery service that de-
livers packages to schedule deliveries for times that someone is avail-
able to receive the package without it being left out in the open.
Residents can report any suspicious activity by calling Sanilac County

Central Dispatch at (810) 648-2000.

Winter storm shelter in Cass City
CASS CITY — As December edges toward January, winter storms can
bring power outages. However, there is a shelter where Cass City area
residents can go in the event of an extended power outage.

Last year Hills and Dales General Hospital and village officials
reached an agreement to provide emergency shelter at the hospital’s
corporate services building (formerly the Baker College campus on
Main Street).

The facility has a generator that can operate the heating and cooling
system. The 13,816-square-foot building also has restrooms, and the
facility can be used to shelter at least 100 people.
The Cass City Police Department will open the shelter if needed, and

notices of the center being open will be posted on the hospital and vil-
lage Facebook pages. Residents can also inquire by calling (989) 872-
2121 or 872-2911.

O-G raising funds for vibraphone
OWENDALE — In order to be able to buy a new piece of band equip-
ment, Owendale-Gagetown School District officials are seeking dona-
tions from individuals and groups whose names will be remembered
for their generosity.
The district has launched a “Buy a Key” donation campaign, according

to school Supt. Terri Falkenberg. “We are in the process of purchasing
a vibraphone for the band,” she explained. “We will take names of
donors and they will be wood-burned onto keys of a wooden display
vibraphone that will hang in the band room after the vibes are pur-
chased.”
Donors can remain anonymous if they wish, Falkenberg noted.
A vibraphone is a melodic keyboard instrument that consists of tuned

metal bars, usually played by holding two or four soft mallets and strik-
ing the bars.

“The vibes will make a great addition to the group, as well as giving
our students a new opportunity to play a different instrument,” she said.
“Vibes are useful from marching band to concert band, as well as in the
new Jazz combo, and even in our rock ensemble.”

NRC retains final say on baiting
LANSING – Gov. Gretchen Whitmer recently vetoed House Bill 4687,
which would have removed the state Natural Resources Commission’s
(NRC) authority to regulate deer baiting and feeding, and instead would
have allowed any person to engage in baiting and feeding during the
open season for deer or elk.

Under a current NRC order, baiting and feeding are banned in the
Lower Peninsula and in the Upper Peninsula core Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD) surveillance areas.
“This legislation would’ve increased the chance of spreading wildlife

disease within wildlife populations and the beef and dairy industries,
which are vital to Michigan’s economy. That’s not a risk we can afford
to take,” Whitmer said. “By vetoing this legislation, the authority to ban
baiting and feeding will remain with the experts at the Natural Re-
sources Commission, in accordance with the will of the overwhelming
number of Michiganders who supported proposal G (giving the NRC
authority to make such decisions).”

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

KNIGHTS OF Columbus Council 8892 recently hosted its annual fifth-sixth

grade spelling bee in Cass City. Emerging as the top five spellers were (left to

right) first place, Daniella Hill, sixth grade; second place, Evelyn Gniewek,

fifth grade; third place, Ashley Jones, sixth grade; fourth place, Jeevesh Praba-

haran, sixth grade; and fifth place, Lillianne Little, fifth grade. The winners

received McDonald’s gift certificates and passes to the Cass Theatre, and the

top four finishers qualified to participate in the Knights of Columbus Saginaw

Diocese Spelling Bee to be held in February (Little will serve as an alternate

and would compete if one of the top four is not able to participate in Febru-

ary).

Cass City’s top spellers...

ship.
In fact, the couple previously

lived together, but not at the time
of the assault, according to Tus-
cola County Prosecutor Mark E.
Reene, who said Dickson had her
own residence nearby.
While the investigation is contin-

uing, Reene acknowledged the as-
sault was particularly vicious,
judging by the wounds suffered
by both the victim and the child.
“All the evidence points to…she
(Dickson) was trying to protect
the child,” he said.

“It’s so sad, so incomprehensi-
ble.”

According to court records,
Lyons’ criminal record includes at
least two convictions of domestic
violence involving “assaulting or
assaulting and battering his
spouse, former spouse, an individ-
ual with whom he had a child in
common, or a resident or former
resident of his household, or of
knowingly assaulting a pregnant
individual.” Those convictions
took place May 24, 2007, and
Sept. 30, 2019.

Both Skrent and Reene lauded
the combined responses of several
departments.

“Numerous deputies from the
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Office
were involved in the investigation
as well as members of the Michi-
gan State Police Crime Lab who

Continued from page one.

Suspect in homicide formally arraigned

worked into the early morning
hours,” said Skrent, adding
deputies were assisted at the scene
by the Michigan State Police,
Caro Police Department, Caro
Fire Department, MMR Ambu-
lance and a FlightCare medical
helicopter crew.
Reene went out of his way to rec-

ognize what he called “the ex-
traordinary efforts of first
responders in this case that in-

cluded members of the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Office, Michigan
State Police Department, Caro
Fire Department, Caro Police De-
partment, MMR and FlightCare.

“They did a tremendous job that
night. Their coordinated, dedi-
cated and relentless efforts were
crucial to saving the life of an 11-
month-old child and getting her
FlightCared from the crime
scene.”
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Year in review: 2019 brought best and worst of times

CARO CENTER

It was a tumultuous year for the
future of Tuscola County’s econ-
omy as state and local leaders
clashed over what county resi-
dents figured was a “done deal”
for construction of a new, $115-
million, 200-bed state psychiatric
hospital to replace the aging Caro
Center.

The Michigan Legislature ap-
proved funding for the project,
and officials broke ground in the
fall of 2018. But a new governor
and her Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) director started the
new year by putting the brakes on
construction, saying they wanted
to take another look at what facil-
ity should be built and – more im-
portantly – where it should be
built, in spite the fact that state of-
ficials had already sunk $3 to $4
million into demolition and site
preparation in Caro.

New MDHHS Director Robert
Gordon said the decision to con-
duct a new feasibility study was
based on concerns related to
staffing shortages, lack of new
staff recruitment, the center not
having an active permanent psy-
chiatrist on staff, and the need to
have municipal water extended to
the center. However, emails re-
leased via a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request later revealed
Gordon had all but decided the
project wasn’t going to happen in
Tuscola County just weeks after
the 2018 groundbreaking.
The news stunned local officials

and Thumb lawmakers alike as
they considered the possible loss
of Tuscola County’s second-
largest employer and its economic
impact on the region — a pro-
jected $57 million loss in revenue
and roughly 600 direct and indi-
rect jobs.
What followed was a well-orga-

nized lobbying campaign in
which county government, eco-
nomic development, school offi-
cials and others joined Thumb
lawmakers in urging Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer to reinstate
construction of a new hospital in
Tuscola County.
In the end, although county offi-

cials had hoped state officials
would follow through on their
promise to build a 200-bed facility
that would bring in an additional
150 jobs, most agreed the com-
promise they received – plans for
construction of a new 100-bed
hospital – was far better than los-
ing the Caro Center altogether.

GOING TO POT

The year brought some new
faces to the Cass City Village
Council – and a change of heart
regarding allowing a medical mar-
ijuana growing facility to open
within the village limits.

While Cass City officials early
this year unanimously voted
against allowing recreational mar-
ijuana retail businesses to set up
shop in town, the council reversed
an earlier position to allow Mil-
lennium Industries to operate a
medical marijuana growing oper-
ation inside an unused portion of
its factory at 6285 Garfield Ave.

During an interview in August,
Millennium Industries CEO Gus
Ploss indicated he believed the
company’s new venture into
growing medical marijuana would
be operational by the end Novem-
ber, but those plans didn’t work
out.

Extensive demolition had to be
done first to the inside of the fac-
tory to make way for the new ven-
ture.

Millennium officials are in the
process of developing a Class C
medical marijuana growing oper-
ation in a 25,000-square foot area
in the back of the factory. As a
Class C operation, the company
can grow, cultivate and cure up to
1,500 medical marijuana plants.

“There was a lot that had to be
done first before we could start,”
Ploss explained. “With all of that,
we’re hoping to be operational
now by May 2020.”

Millennium Industries designs,
develops, manufactures, and dis-
tributes automotive fuel systems
and engine components, but com-
pany officials have been looking
for ways to diversify, and devel-
oping a medical marijuana facility
will do that.

Getting ready for the new busi-
ness has been a costly proposition.

According to Ploss, the invest-
ment, including renovations, is
expected to exceed $2 million.

Continued from page one. Ploss and Vollmar vowed the
marijuana growing operation will
be housed in a secure state-of-the
art facility with H/Vac to control
any odor, have 24/7 security with
camera monitoring and utilize a
hydroponic growing system, with
the marijuana transported to an in-
dependent licensed provisioning
center by an independent licensed
transporter.

The new venture is expected to
generate roughly $40,000 in prop-
erty taxes and employ about 35
people.

CASS CITY PROMISE

The newly-formed Cass City
PROMISE Team this fall unveiled
its preliminary plan and a cam-
paign to establish and build a col-
lege/trade school savings account
for every Cass City student.

The team’s mission is two-fold;
first to promote a community-
wide culture in which local stu-
dents and their families focus on,
prepare and save for post-sec-
ondary (high school) education –
whether that involves a college
degree, certificate or specialized
career training – and secondly to
provide some financial support for
every student.

In the process, backers say, the
Cass City PROMISE program
will provide more opportunities
for students, increase local enroll-
ment and enhance economic
growth and development in the
community by attracting business
and increasing the number of
well-training workers.

Organizers plan to have the pro-
gram in place starting with the
2020-21 school year.

In a nutshell, the Cass City
PROMISE program will incorpo-
rate two funding mechanisms,
with the first being a savings ac-
count called the Red Hawk Nest
Egg. The local team is working to
secure a $50 donation for each
student – a little under $4,000 per
grade, or $50,000. Efforts are al-
ready underway to encourage
local service clubs and other or-
ganizations and businesses to
sponsor individual grades for one
or more years. Also planned are
fundraisers, including an all-
school reunion during next sum-
mer’s Freedom Festival in Cass
City.

The second component of the
Cass City PROMISE is a scholar-
ship fund to be shared by all Cass
City graduates. Named the Red
Hawk Flight program, details of
the scholarship component will be
ironed out in the future as the fund
is established and grows to the
point of awarding grants, but team
members say they have high
hopes the fund will eventually
provide local graduates with size-
able scholarships.

APRs FAIL AGAIN

Yet another effort to enact
mandatory antler point restrictions
(APRs) in the Thumb failed in
2019.
Michigan Department of Natural

Resources (DNR) officials an-
nounced last spring that a random
survey of whitetailed deer hunters
in the region, conducted during
the fall and winter months, re-
sulted in a 55-percent rate of sup-
port for the plan, 11 percent shy of
the 66-percent approval mark re-
quired by the DNR to recommend
establishing mandatory APR reg-
ulations.

The proposal, encompassing
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac coun-
ties along with Lapeer County and
St. Clair County, would have re-
defined the definition of a legal
buck for hunters in the Thumb.
The proposal was originally sub-

mitted in the fall of 2017 by two
deer groups – the Thumb Area
Branch of the Quality Deer Man-
agement Association (QDMA)
and the Blue Water Branch of
QDMA, which consolidated
under the name Thumb Hunters
for APRs to promote the manda-
tory APR regulations.

The proposal sought to require
that all antlered deer harvested in
the five affected counties have at
least four antler points on one
side, with the restrictions consid-
ered for implementation during
the 2019 deer seasons.
A key factor in the decision was

a survey mailed in December a
year ago to a random sample of
hunters who indicated on their
2017 DNR deer harvest survey
that they hunted deer in one of the
five counties.
Under guidelines adopted by the

Michigan Natural Resources
Commission – which has the final

say on such management policies
— mandatory regulations pro-
posed by sponsoring organizations
are implemented only if a clear
majority of 66 percent of survey
respondents support the proposal
in question.

Supporters of the proposal say
mandatory APRs promote im-
proved deer herd health and in-
crease the number of mature
bucks, while opponents described
the mandatory proposal as an ef-
fort to force all hunters to partici-
pate in management practices
designed to increase the number
of trophy bucks.

FARMERS STRUGGLE

It was the sort of year in agri-
culture that left many Thumb
farmers shaking their heads, al-
though they’re used to taking their
chances with Mother Nature year
in and year out.

An unusually wet spring – in
fact, the number of days with
measurable precipitation in both
May and June was described as
unprecedented — put farmers far
behind schedule in planting, leav-
ing many producers praying for an
extended fall.

That didn’t happen, with poor
weather conditions significantly
slowing harvest efforts.

And conditions didn’t improve,
with an early winter storm dump-
ing several inches of snow on the
Thumb Nov. 11. The snowstorm
caught many farmers with crops
still in the field. In an effort to beat
the storm, producers worked
around the clock, and neighbors
jumped in to help neighboring
farmers harvest sugarbeets still in
the field.
As of mid-November, roughly 97

percent of the 154,000 acres of
beets had been harvested, and the
crop was expected to average
about 28.7 tons per acre with a
sugar content average of about
18.1 percent, which is in the typi-
cal range.

Farmers have since been able to
harvest some of the hardier crops
still in the fields, including soy-
beans and corn, but the verdict
was still out on the overall picture.

In late November, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture desig-
nated 43 Michigan counties,
including Sanilac and Huron, as
primary natural disaster areas,
making assistance available to
agriculture producers in those
counties stemming from the ad-
verse weather conditions. Tuscola
County was among several other
counties expected to be added to
that list after federal ag officials
completed damage assessments.

MAYBE IN 2020?

Yes, Virginia, there will be a
grocery store, but we don’t know
when.
After roughly 4 ½ years without

a grocery store, hopes in town
were again lifted up last spring
when the Cass City Planning
Commission approved the site
plan for Ben’s Neighborhood
Market, to be housed inside the
former Erla’s Food Center build-
ing, 6233 Church St., which has
been undergoing extensive reno-
vations on and off for months.

However, predictions that the
grocery would open in 2019 never
came to pass.

The new business is part of de-
veloper Jim Zyrowski’s Thumb-
based Ben’s Supercenter store
chain.

Zyrowski has sunk an estimated
$2 million into the property, and
he’s repeatedly indicated he’s en-
thusiastic about opening the
doors. But he’s faced some set-
backs on the project, including a
drawn-out issue with Detroit Edi-
son (which has since been re-
solved).

Zyrowski purchased the former
Erla’s building in the fall of 2015
and has been in the process of ren-
ovating and upgrading the 20,581-
square-foot structure, with crews
gutting the building’s interior, re-
placing everything from the floors
to the plumbing throughout the
structure. Workers have also been
busy on exterior projects.

In recent weeks, area residents
have noticed some façade im-
provements, including a new face
featuring the Ben’s name, but
there’s still no word on when the
business will be up and running.

Zyrowski has promised a first-
rate grocery operation plus a full-
service deli and bakery.
It’s been a long wait for local res-

idents, who saw their only grocery
store close in September 2014,
when former Erla’s Food Center

owner Venu Ganga closed the
business after owning and operat-
ing the store for about 2 ½ years.
Ganga originally purchased the
business in February 2011, mark-
ing the end of a 57-year business
tradition established by the Erla
family.

100 NEW JOBS

While the news wasn’t encour-
aging on the grocery store front,
DTE officials in September made
a welcome announcement.
Officials with Michigan’s largest

energy company unveiled plans to
open a customer call center at its
North Area Energy Center in Cass
City. The company plans to add
more than 100 full-time positions
in customer service with the open-
ing of the new office in early
spring.
The new call center will be in ad-

dition to DTE’s existing Michi-
gan-based call centers in the
Detroit and Grand Rapids areas.
Officials said it also reflects
DTE’s commitment to providing
jobs to Michigan residents and lo-
cally-based support to its cus-
tomers.

“I am delighted that DTE is ex-
panding its presence in Cass
City,” said village Manager Debbi
Powell. “These jobs will offer
great opportunities for our local
workforce to build a long-term ca-
reer with DTE and spur economic
growth in and around Cass City
and the Thumb region.”

“The new call center in Cass
City, with 100 new service repre-
sentatives, will enable us to im-
prove our response time, answer
calls quicker and solve problems
sooner,” said Hank Campbell, di-
rector, DTE Call Center Opera-
tions. “Additionally, we are
pleased to offer new career oppor-
tunities in the Cass City area.”

BITZER TAKES BENCH

The year 2019 also brought a

changing of the guard of sorts at
the Tuscola County Courthouse,
where one longtime judge and
Cass City resident stepped down
as district court judge, and was re-
placed via state appointment by
another Cass City resident and
veteran attorney.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer in July
announced the appointment of
Cass City attorney Jason E. Bitzer
to the 71B District Court bench in
Tuscola County. He fills a va-
cancy left by the retirement earlier
this year of veteran Judge Kim
David Glaspie, also of Cass City. 

“Throughout Jason’s career, he
has worked hard to uphold and de-
fend our justice system,” Whitmer
said. “His previous experience ar-
guing in criminal, civil and pro-
bate matters allows him to
seamlessly transition into this new
role.”
Bitzer, 38, was previously a part-

ner and litigator with the law firm
of Biddinger, Bitzer and Estelle,
PLLC, Cass City.
A graduate of Caro High School,

Bitzer earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in communications
and public law and government
from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity, and his Juris Doctor Degree
from the Thomas M. Cooley Law
School. He has been in private
practice with Biddinger and Bitzer
since 2008.

Bitzer is a member of the Hills
and Dales General Hospital Board
of Directors, the Rotary Club of
Cass City, and the United Way of
Tuscola County Board of Direc-
tors. Bitzer is also a 2015 LEAD
Tuscola graduate.

He resides in Cass City with his
wife, Lindsay Maharg Bitzer, and
their daughter, Blair.

Glaspie, 63, a Cass City native
and 1973 Cass City High School
graduate, earned the distinction of
being Tuscola County’s longest-
serving district court judge. He
stepped down in the spring after
serving nearly 30 years on the
bench.
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Community service in Kingston...

A GROUP of Kingston Community School students

took on a project to help improve the community. “The

village had these benches around town for weary shop-

pers and travelers to take a rest and enjoy the M-46

scenery,” explained Superintendent Matt Drake. “The

finish was wearing off the benches and some were get-

ting moldy. Our high school art students were asked if

they could spruce them up.” The students sanded and

prepped the benches at the school, then the art classes

painted and decorated them. Students taking part in the

project included Marco Saenz De Lacuesta Fernandez

(left), a junior foreign exchange student from Spain, and

junior Paige Klupp.

Wind energy saga continues to
play in Tuscola Co. townships

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The controversy over NextEra
Energy Resources LLC’s wind
farm in Juniata Township contin-
ues with a lawsuit being privately
funded after Tuscola County
Commissioners decided not to
bankroll further legal action.
NextEra’s Pegasus Wind Project

has been controversial since it
started two years ago.
Over the last few weeks, Tuscola

County commissioners and mem-
bers of the Tuscola County Air-
port Zoning Board of Appeals
(AZBA) have had several meet-
ings in closed session to confer
with their legal counsel.

In November, county commis-
sioners turned down a $10 million
offer by NextEra Energy Re-
sources LLC to settle a lawsuit out
of court regarding their wind
farm. The board rejected the offer
because Tuscola County Circuit
Court Judge Amy Grace Gierhart
had not yet ruled on NextEra’s Pe-
gasus Wind project lawsuit that
named the county and the AZBA
as defendants.

Even though the terms of the
company’s offer were confiden-
tial, it came to light that the county
was offered $10 million to settle
the matter out of court. County
board Chairman Thom Bardwell
took issue with the information
being leaked, and the board is
looking into the possible purchase
of a sound masking machine.

On Nov. 27, Gierhart issued a
ruling in favor of NextEra citing
that the AZBA erred not granting
variances in July for the com-
pany’s 33 turbines.
Gierhart’s last decision on the is-

sues stated the “Court concludes
that Pegasus Wind did establish
that there is a practical difficulty
in the literal enforcement of the
ordinance and that there is not
competent, material, or substantial
evidence to support the AZBA’s
denial of the variances for this rea-
son.”

Gierhart also ruled that Pegasus
Wind “did establish that the grant-
ing of the variances would not be
against the public interest and that
there is not competent, material,
or substantial evidence to support
the AZBA’s denial of the vari-
ances.”

The decision also ruled there
would be “no adverse impact to
the airport, and there will be a
substantial benefit to (the
county).”

NextEra started development of
the Pegasus wind farm in 2017.
Since then, the township, the zon-
ing board of appeals and NextEra
have been at odds, and in and out
of court over the last few years
over various issues related to the
wind farm.

After several meetings in 2018,
with testimony presented for and
against the wind farm, the Juniata
Township Board approved special
land use permits (SLUP) for the
project. That decision prompted a
successful recall of all but one
township board member. In addi-
tion, the structure of the zoning
board of appeals changed, with
more members added and some
voted off.

Initially, the Pegasus project
started with 60 turbines in Juanita
Township, but as issues developed
the number was reduced to 19 in
Juniata, and some turbine con-
struction shifted to neighboring
townships.
The key issues of contention are

wind turbine placement near the
Tuscola Area Airport outside of
Caro, alleged violations of con-
struction procedures by NextEra,
and some township residents’ op-
position to wind development.

Earlier this month, the AZBA
voted to appeal Gierhart’s deci-
sion to overturn the AZBA’s July
decision to deny variance applica-
tions for 33 wind turbines.
In response, county commission-

ers recently held a special meeting
last Wednesday that lasted nearly
six hours – including roughly two
hours behind closed doors — as
they grappled with whether or not
to fund an appeal of Gierhart’s de-
cision to overturn the AZBA’s
July decision to deny variance ap-
plications for wind turbines.

Commissioner Dan Grimshaw
offered the motion not to fund the
appeal.
Bardwell, who cast the lone vote

to continue funding legal action,
pointed out that he was the only
commissioner who was on the
board back when the airport zon-
ing regulations were written,
which were long before wind de-
velopment was considered in the
county.

“I’m the only one who was a
commissioner back in January
2011 when the airport zoning or-
dinance was created, and when the
appeals board was created. I have
the history background on all of
this,” Bardwell pointed out. “I feel
the ordinances and appeals board
should be supported. I think the
court may not have had back-
ground on all of the issues. I feel
the issue should be given a second
(legal) look by someone outside
of the county.

“I guess the commissioners lost
the desire to fight NextEra.”
At the same time, Bardwell indi-

cated he can understand the posi-
tion of his fellow commissioners.
“It is estimated that it would cost

at least $15,000 to continue the
issue in U.S. District Court,” he
said, adding even if the AZBA did
win at that level, it might not be
the end. “I can see NextEra taking
it to the Supreme Court. They
have deep, financial pockets and a
lot of lawyers. At each meeting,
they bring three to four lawyers
with them.”
During the recent meeting, a let-

ter noted that a private funding
source would be willing to pro-
vide financial assistance to con-
tinue the legal fight.

“I don’t see any other action
coming from the commissioners
at this point. The zoning board can
do an appeal on their own,” Bard-
well said.
And, they are.
Although commissioners voted

not to fund legal action to fight
wind farm development, the
AZBA voted during a special
meeting to appeal Gierhart’s deci-
sion, even though they do not
have a budget. The Concerned
Friends of the Tuscola Area Air-
port agreed to cover legal costs to
appeal the issue to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court.

This next legal step is an effort
to appeal Gierhart’s November
ruling that the AZBA erred in
denying the variances for 33 tur-
bines, and she ordered that deci-
sion be reversed.

As the controversy continues,
Bardwell said he is concerned
about liability, the airport and fu-
ture development in the county.

“Back when the state was going
to build a new and bigger Caro
Center hospital, a hotel chain and
conference center was looking at
coming to the area, but as soon as
the governor put a pause on devel-
opment of the new hospital, the
hotel and conference center inter-
est disappeared,” Bardwell said,
referring to how the wind turbine
issue has divided Juniata Town-
ship.

Ubly PD accepting old meds

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The Ubly Police Department is joining the effort to provide a way to
safely dispose of unused and/or expired medications.
There is a locked container located in the Ubly Police Department, lo-

cated at 2272 Bingham St., where residents can deposit the unwanted
drugs, according to police Officer Jeff Rubin, who said citizens can call
the department at (989) 658-2433 to schedule a time to drop off their
old medications.

The option is part of a widespread campaign to address the misuse and
overdoses of prescription drugs, to help ensure such drugs don’t end up
in landfills and water ecosystems, and to protect against theft or abuse
by providing a safe and secure disposal method.

Law enforcement agencies turn over the collected medications to the
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) for proper disposal.
Court records are rife with charges of illegal possession of controlled

substances. A recent study by the Michigan Prescription Drug and Opi-
oid Task Force of more than 54 million people ages 12 and older re-
vealed survey participants abused prescription drugs at some point in
their lives.

The survey also determined more than 70 percent of people who
abused prescription painkillers obtained them from friends or relatives,
while only about five percent got them from a drug dealer or via pur-
chases on the Internet.
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(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro

CURTIS GARBER 
CHEVROLET  CADILLAC
www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra
*W.A.C. - Finance terms vary, see dealer for details

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

JOHN 
MERZ

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

MEGAN
SAYLES

SALES TEAM

2011 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LTZ

$145/MO
Leather, Heated seats, 

Remote start, 
Power lift gate, Sunroof, 

Backup camera

2013 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN LT

$240/MO
4x4, Leather, Adjustable 

pedals, Heated seats, 
Trailering pkg, 3rd row,

Parking sensors

2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT

$255/MO
Leatherette trim,

 Remote start, 
Stow n’ Go, Backup 

camera, Power lift gate

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$241/MO
Only 24,000 miles! 

Heated seats, Remote 
start, Backup camera, 
Blind zone monitoring,

GM Certified!

2016 CHEVROLET TAHOE LT

$499/MO
Leather, 4x4, 

Heated seats, 3rd
row, Safety pkg, 

GM Certified!

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

$243/MO
AWD, Remote start, 

Backup camera,
Heated seats, 
GM Certified!

2017 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT

$249/MO
Leather, 

Heated seats, Safety pkg, 
Remote start,
 GM Certified

VIEW MORE
INVENTORY AT

WWW.CURTISGARBERCHEVROLET.COM
OR STOP BY OUR

PRE-OWNED SHOWROOM
AT 700 N STATE ST

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT

$349/MO
Bed liner, Remote start, 

Backup camera,
4x4, Trailering pkg, 

GM Certified

2017 CHEVROLET TRAX LT

$215/MO
Remote Start,

Backup Camera,
Only 39,000 Miles,

Car fax 1 Owner,
GM Certified!
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www.lighthouserehab.com. Follow us on 

Reported Symptoms Visible Signs

Headache •

Early intervention of various therapies can improve concussion recovery

When In Doubt

SitOUT!

Concussion Program 
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Rehabilitation
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BE RESPONSIBLE! 
Please don’t drink and drive.
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Last year, 10,265 deaths in-
volved alcohol-impaired driv-

ing crashes, accounting for
nearly one-third (29%) of all
traffic-related deaths in the

United States.

Of the traffic deaths involiv-
ing children, ages 0 to 14

years, 209 (16%) involved an 
alcohol-impaired driver.

Nearly 1.1 million drivers
were arrested for driving

under the influence of 
alcohol or narcotics. 

111 million self-reported
episodes of alcohol-impaired

driving among U.S. adults
each year.

Drugs other than alcohol
(legal and illegal) are in-

volved in about 16% of motor
vehicle crashes.

Marijuana use is increasing
and 13% of nighttime, week-

end drivers have 
marijuana in their system.

National Drunk 
& Drugged Driving 
Prevention Month

How big is the problem?

BAD AXE | CARO | PIGEON | SANDUSKY

800.443.5057 | thumbcellular.com
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Take yourself 
further in the 
New Year with

 
Buy 3, 

Cass City General Surgery 
989-872-5582 • hdghmi.org

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE OWEN-Gage PTO recently held its annual

Santa Workshop. “Every Elementary Student had

an opportunity to shop for their family,” explained

Mary Ann Minkler, Owen-Gage administrative as-

sistant. “It’s always a joyful time to watch the stu-

dents get excited over picking the perfect gift for

their family members. Our parents sometimes get

surprised when they open their gift and they got a

match box car or bubbles, but the joy on their

child’s face is worth it. Every item is donated by our

community and the funds we collect pay for the stu-

dents’ field trips.  We couldn’t do this without our

support from our community.” Pictured above,

Alivia Roerig helps Olivia Sheufelt shop and wrap ,

while adult volunteer Shelley Jones assists Sierra

Miller (below).

Redhawk Review

New year brings
much excitement

by
Taryn Pisarek

The holiday season is coming to an end, but with it comes a new year
and a fresh start for most.

Resolutions are in full swing, which means people are busy. It’s not
just the gym full of motivated people, or the bank with those who vowed
to save up more in the coming year, but also the school. From students
to faculty, everyone has been engaged in activities.

When school resumes Jan. 6, the student council will meticulously
plan for the week of Snowcoming. They must finalize plans for the en-
tertainment, which consists of the annual aftershave matches, Friday
night’s basketball game and Saturday’s dance.

The student council isn’t the only group that will be busy though;
everyone is going to be getting ready for the end of the first semester,
which is just as exciting as Snowcoming. For most of the freshmen, this
will be the first time they truly get to experience the joys of exam week,
while the seniors cheer because it’s the last exam week for most of them.
For the class of 2020, this is an especially exciting new year.
Now that we have reached graduation year, it is really starting to sink

in that we won’t be in high school much longer. We are both hopeful
and anxious about our futures.

While we know that Cass City and our parents have prepared us for
the journey we are about to travel, there are still so many variables. It
is time for us to solidify some of our plans to go to college, serve in the
military, or attend trade/tech schools.

While 2019 has been an unforgettable year for the senior class, we
hope that 2020 brings us even closer together before we must part.

Everyone at Cass City schools wishes the community a happy and
prosperous new year!

and serves 13 townships, from Port Austin to Bad Axe, as well as a por-
tion of Sheridan Township.
“They (CHA) said that if Bingham Ambulance gave them the current

equipment they own, that they would leave the ambulance at the Bing-
ham Township Hall. They will not go out and buy another truck to cover
this area if Bingham township decides to sell it on their own,” said Ubly
Village President Jason Nicol, who attended the meeting. “Central will
try to staff people in the area also, but those details have to be worked
out.”
CHA’s board will have to develop a plan and approve it.
“They were also clear that there may be times when the ambulance is

not available and another has to respond from Bad Axe,” Nicol said,
noting CHA may also extend into the next county. “Central may be able
to help out some of the townships in Sanilac County served by the cur-
rent ambulance — if they would like – but it will require some time to
iron out those details.”

During discussions, it was noted it could cost $4 per resident for the
coverage.
The township board approved handing the ambulance equipment over

based on the condition of keeping it in Bingham Township, with Nicol
emphasizing again that there are a number of details yet to be worked
out.
CHA is supported by subsidies from the townships it serves along with

operational revenue.

$16.32 per hour after 12 months.
Representatives will work in a

call center, and there are also
frontline employees who work
with more than 3.2 million gas
and electric customers.
Area residents planning to apply

should have oral and written com-
munication skills and must pass a
pre-hire assessment and depart-
ment of transportation (DOT)
drug test.

Other qualifications for the job
include a high school diploma and
two-years of experience in cus-

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

DTE filling new call center positions

Ambulance service future unclear

tomer contact in a professional en-
vironment or one year with an as-
sociate’s degree.

The new call center will be an
addition to DTE’s existing Michi-
gan-based call centers in the De-
troit and Grand Rapids areas. It
also reflects DTE’s commitment
to providing jobs to Michigan res-
idents and locally-based support
to its customers, according to
Hank Campbell, DTE director of
call center operations.

“The new call center in Cass
City, with 100 new service repre-
sentatives, will enable us to im-
prove our response time, answer

calls quicker and solve problems
sooner,” Campbell said. “Addi-
tionally, we are pleased to offer
new career opportunities in the
Cass City area.”
DTE’s operating units include an

electric company serving 2.2 mil-
lion customers in Southeast
Michigan and a natural gas com-
pany serving 1.3 million cus-
tomers in Michigan.

Tuscola driver
injured in crash

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies say a Tuscola County
motorist lost control of her vehicle
after falling asleep at the wheel
last Wednesday.

The crash was reported at about
10:15 p.m., according to Lt. Nate
Smith.
“It was determined that 36-year-

old Jennifer Daney from Fair-
grove was travelling east on West
Sanilac Road near Arnold Road
when she fell asleep at the wheel
and ran off the road on the north
side. The vehicle traveled a couple
hundred feet when it struck a
ground wire that was attached to a
utility pole,” Smith said. “The
utility pole then broke in half and
struck the vehicle and caused it to
come to rest.”

The driver was treated for her in-
juries at the scene and then trans-
ported by Sanilac EMS to
McKenzie Hospital for additional
treatment.

Air bags were deployed and the
driver was wearing a seatbelt, ac-
cording to Smith.


