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New Thumb drug court slated to launch in 2020

Police: no foul play in the
death of missing woman

The search for a missing Tuscola County woman ended on a tragic
note last week.
“The missing person, Mary Wells, has been located. It is our sad duty

to report she passed away. Our condolences go out to her family,” Tus-
cola County Sheriff Glen Skrent reported on the department’s Facebook
page Thursday night.

“There is no threat to the public as a result of this incident,” Skrent
said. “An autopsy has been scheduled by Dr. Bush, our medical exam-
iner.”
Investigators launched a massive search early Wednesday after family

members reported the vulnerable 26-year-old had walked away from
her home on Mayville Road near Silverwood at around 1 a.m.
Skrent lauded a host of agencies that participated in the search, includ-

ing Michigan State Police troopers along with K-9 unit and aviation
units; the Mayville, Kingston, Caro, Burlington and Deerfield fire de-
partments; MMR and Mayville ambulance crews; CERT (community
emergency response team); Midland Search and Rescue; and the
Mayville Public Schools.

“All of these agencies worked together as a team and we will be for-
ever grateful,” Skrent said.

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

As the Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court (TRSC) continues to earn a
reputation for getting results, offi-
cials in Tuscola and Huron coun-

ties are gearing up to launch an-
other innovative specialized court
that will focus on addressing of-
fenders struggling with drug ad-
diction.

The State Court Administrative

Office has approved funding to be
used toward establishing an adult
drug treatment court in the Thumb
region.

“Huron County Chief Judge
David B. Herrington in collabora-

tion with Tuscola County Chief
Judge Amy Grace Gierhart have
taken the initiative to address drug
abuse in the region,” announced
Heather Walther, who serves a
program coordinator of the TRSC
and has been named project direc-
tor for the new Thumb Region
Drug Treatment Court.

While a number of details are
still being ironed out, Walther
noted, the funding is now in place
to proceed with setting up the new
court.

“A planning grant has been
awarded in the amount of $43,000
by the Michigan Drug Court
Grant Program,” she explained.
“This funding will be used to es-
tablish the Thumb Regional Drug
Treatment Court, an inter-jurisdic-
tional program between the dis-
trict courts and circuit courts in

Huron and Tuscola counties, with
the Huron County District Court
serving as the coordinating court
for the program.”

Walther said officials are cur-
rently in the process of developing
an interdisciplinary team with di-
verse knowledge, experiences,
and resources in order to establish
an effective and sustainable treat-
ment court program.

It’s anticipated that the drug
treatment court program will be-
come operational in 2020, accord-
ing to Walther. “We’re hoping for
January if we can get everything
done between now and then.
That’s our goal.”

Walther said there are a number
of similarities between the new
drug court and the TRSC, includ-
ing the length of the program at 15

Unable to decorate? Who ya gonna call?

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A beautifully decorated Christ-
mas tree or strings of colored
lights can lift the spirit and make
the Christmas season a bit merrier.
However, some people are unable

to tackle Christmas decorating
themselves due to age or disabili-
ties.
That’s where the Sebewaing Im-

manuel Lutheran Church’s Col-
lide Youth Group’s Project Elf
comes in.
A group of volunteers is offering

to lend a hand with holiday deco-
rating chores to area residents who
cannot do it themselves. The Proj-
ect Elf program of sharing Christ-
mas joy by decorating for others
kicked off earlier this month and
will continue through Saturday,

Please turn to page 2.

County’s only vets

home now closed

Page 6

Crash claims Akron motorist
Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies dispatched to a car fire Sunday

morning in Akron Township discovered the body of a county resident
inside the vehicle.

The sheriff’s department identified the victim only as a 36-year-old
Akron man.
Deputies along with Unionville fire fighters and an ACW Ambulance

crew were dispatched to the area of Sheridan and Hoover roads at about
6:15 a.m., according to reports, which note a passerby called 911 and
reported a vehicle on fire in a ditch. After the fire was extinguished,
deputies discovered the victim inside the vehicle.
The accident remains under investigation.

Veteran deputy is ready
to take on new challenge
in tech center classroom

Please turn to page 8.

LIKE FATHER, like son – Veteran Tuscola County Sheriff’s Deputy Steve

Roland, Cass City (pictured above with his son Lukas, five), spent his last

day as a road officer Friday following his resignation to accept a law enforce-

ment/protective services teaching position at the Tuscola Technology Center

in Caro.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s a safe bet that Steve Roland’s job has put him in contact with a
number of people who weren’t happy to see him over the years, but he
always made a point of showing them respect.
Roland has also responded to his share of horrific traffic crashes and

other tragedies that have claimed far too many young lives, and he’s
seen some of the worst humanity has to offer, leaving him with mem-
ories he’ll never be able to shed.
But the Cass City man has never tired of serving residents in Tuscola

County, where he says there are no finer communities anywhere.
A veteran Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputy, Roland, 43, spent his last

day as a road officer Friday with his wife of 6 ½ years, Jessica, at his
side, riding shotgun. The day included a departmental luncheon in his
honor.
“Her riding with me made my day. It completed my journey and my

career,” commented Roland, who resigned to take on a new job title:
educator. Roland was scheduled to begin his new job Monday at the
Tuscola Technology Center, teaching law enforcement/protective serv-
ices to high school juniors and seniors from across the county.

Roland fills a position previously held by Lee Pavlichek, a former
Cass City police officer who accepted an administrative position at the
tech center.

Making history in 
Red Hawk country

THE SCOREBOARD SAYS IT ALL. The history making Cass City

Red Hawks captured the school’s first gridiron district crown Friday,

while improving to 10-1 on the year. Turn to page 9 to learn how they

did it, and see pages 12 and 13 for a special tribute.

District champs!
Photo courtesy of Amy Cuthrell



PAGE TWO CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2019

����"# ����%���(�
��"���"�$���
 "������	�

	�"$�������%�������� %�$��$#
)���"�� ���"#)

� &$�(�����&'�%�����
��#�'!�������')�#�����
��$!��������(#�+�����
������		�������������	����
��

��������
��������
���
�
'''��$���!��� �

��"���� ��$� �#�$ �#�"&��( %�
�	�" �������()��'�%"��)�

� ���������	�	�	�
�	�##�	�$(���
����!%��)���*!)���

� �����������		��
���"��$$����������!%��)�

� ���������	���
�
��������!���$���!��� �

������
�&�������

������������
����������,��&$��'' $#�!��+���*�"'
����������,��&�'�& %( $#'�� !!��
����������,���&���'�!��( $#�$���&�"�'
����������,��!!�(+%�'�$���$#(��('
����������,��$�! #��� �$��!'
����������,��!�''�'�&�%� &��
����������,��!)��&$''��-���-%�&( � %�#(

�������
������������

�!���""�������&����!�
��	��������#�����""���#&

	�������
����%������	���

�������������
������������		�������������		�������������

�$"�����  ��������
���
���������!��#�
������
	������

������

��		����		��



����

������������

��������

����������

��

��		������		����

������������		��������		

��
�����
	����	�����	���

��������

� ����,��)($�,��$"�
�)' #�''�,���!(�

���#('

��$��$����"���$�%��$���"��

�� �"�����$�"#����!�%��"�%
�	����''� (+�������''� (+������	���

�
��
	������

��

�����������������������
��		�����������������

��������

��

�������������

��������		��

�������������������������
	������

���	�����������������������
������
�
�������
��������������
�������������������	�������

����	����������	��������
��
���������������������������
����
�����	�����
�	������������������
�

�����������	������������������	�������������

�����������������������

������������
���
�	����	���

��������
������������������	���������
���������������������

	����������������
�����
�������	�������������

�����
	���������	�������
�	
�	�����������	�

�'�$�������$%
������!��(#�$��!���

��������������
���������	�������
��
��  ��&�)����%"!
�
	
����������

���������������

THE KINGSTON Community School District recently held its induction cer-

emony for National Honor Society members. They are (front row, from left)

Ella Retan, Paige Klupp, Samantha Wood, Elissa Bicego, Joslyn Lupa, (middle

row) Wren Murdoch, Anna Ahern, Morgan Green, Tristen Skinner, Hannah

James, Trayton Wenzlaff, Dustin Peter, Olivia Ulewicz, Danielle Crisman,

(back row) Evan Neff, Aaron Koehler, Jack Green, Collin Geister, Caleb Goss,

Joseph Snover and Ryan McGarvie.
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THE UBLY CLASS of 1949 held their 70-year class reunion at the

Franklin Inn, with six members attending. They are (front, l-r) Mildred

(Gibbard) Wilson, Gertie (Longuski) Fudalan and Ernie Slavick; (back)

Larry Bukoski, Max McKenzie and Duane Allen. 

Senior movies set Friday
Rawson Memorial District Library in Cass City is hosting its next Sen-

ior Citizen Movies on Friday, Nov. 15, at 1:30 p.m. 
Films slated to be shown are:
*”Great Churches and Cathedrals” — From the majestic stained glass

windows that convey the message of faith via beauty and light, to the
intricate statues and carvings that adorn the exteriors and interiors and
deliver subtle messages of good versus evil, there is a vast amount of
symbolism to be explored. Having been built centuries ago, many of
these holy buildings contain complex mysteries that have been lost over
the years. Take a journey around the world as the hosts visit stunning
cathedrals and churches in order to unveil the secrets they hold (67 min-
utes).

*”Italy’s Countryside: Milan and Lake Como” — No trip to Italy is
complete without Milan and Lake Como. In Milan, viewers will take a
peek at Italy’s highest fashion, fanciest delis, grandest cemetery and
greatest opera house, not to mention Leonardo’s Last Supper. Then
you’ll cruise along Lake Como, settling down in the lakeside village of
Varenna — classic honeymoon country, where Italy meets the Alps (30
minutes).
Refreshments will be served. This older adult program is offered free

of charge.

Dec. 21.
“The program is for those who

are physically unable to put up a
Christmas tree or decorations,”
explained Charles “Chuck” Mc-
Gathy, Immanuel Lutheran
Church’s youth director and coor-
dinator of the Elf Project. “This is
for older people who don’t have
family to help them put up a tree
because of physical limitation, or
the handicapped who cannot.

“The youth group will step in to
make someone’s Christmas a little
brighter by doing the decorating
for them.”

This is the second year for the
Collide Youth Group’s Project Elf.
Not many homes were decorated
last year by the group because the
program wasn’t widely known,
but that hasn’t dampened the vol-
unteers’ enthusiasm.
“We rely on people to have their

own decorations for us to use, but
we can help out with some deco-
rations because we don’t want
anyone left out,” McGathy said,
adding they want as many people
as possible to enjoy Christmas.

And, the volunteers will return
after Christmas to take down dec-
orations. There is no cost for ei-
ther service.

“That is why the name ‘Collide’
was selected for this. It’s an effort
to bring youth, God and commu-

Continued from page one.

Unable to decorate? Who ya gonna call?

nity to come together with no bar-
riers,” McGathy said. “It’s about
community and the Christmas
spirit.”

Aside from volunteers from the
church, McGathy has reached out
to school National Honor Soci-
eties and others throughout the
Thumb to help.
According to McGathy, the Proj-

ect Elf program is open to anyone
in Huron or Tuscola County who
needs help putting up Christmas
decorations. “We are willing to
travel and have contacts in other
areas of the Thumb,” he said.

The Project Elf program has a

special meaning for McGathy.
“I’m a Christmas dork. It breaks

my heart and saddens me to hear
someone say they can’t physically
decorate for Christmas,” he said,
adding he goes all out in decorat-
ing for the most special time of
year. “At my house, I put up three
to four Christmas trees and other
decorations.”

For more information or to make
an appointment, or to suggest
someone who could use the serv-
ice, call McGathy at (919) 270-
1770 or the church office (989)
883-3050.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Moveable feast and holiday?

I think just making Halloween a national holiday
with a day off for everyone would be the best solu-
tion.

I’m all for leaving Oct. 31 for Halloween because
it’s the tradition, not to mention the fact that when it
falls during the week, parents have the candy bowl
all to themselves when the kids are in school.

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Now a Grinch is trying to steal Halloween.
Although stealing it isn’t exactly the right term,

some are trying to change the date of Halloween.
There are petitions being circulated to change Hal-

loween to be always on the last Saturday of the
month and to have the president issue an executive
order for the date change.

I have my fingers crossed that it won’t happen, be-
cause we’ve already moved around or combined
some holidays.

Backers of the petition don’t like the holiday being
always on Oct. 31, because it usually falls on a school
day and when parents have to work. They think that
it would be easier on parents and more fun for kids
if it was always on a Saturday. Parents wouldn’t have
to rush home to get their kids into costumes and the
kids would have longer to trick or treat.
Plus, supporters of the change point out having Hal-

loween on a Saturday means adults could celebrate
without having to go to work the next day.

I personally think that is the main reason for want-
ing to change. They don’t seem to realize taverns au-
tomatically move Halloween to the closest weekend
anyway to have parties.

Another reason for the change cited by the Hal-
loween and Costume Association, which supports the
petition, is trick or treating could start earlier and go
for longer. They don’t seem to realize every commu-
nity in the Thumb sets hours for trick or treating,
which are generally no more than 90 minutes to two
hours.
I seriously don’t think communities are going to ex-

tend the hours beyond that, no matter what day Hal-
loween is on.

To me, the rushing, getting ready, and the anticipa-
tion was half the fun of Halloween.
Back when my kids would go trick or treating, they

loved the extra thrill of walking around in the dark
and running into scary looking characters along the
way. Some of my best Halloween memories are of
taking my kids trick or treating when they were lit-
tle.
And, I think those who want the date changed don’t

realize the holiday started out more than 1,000 years
ago as a Celtic pagan festival, and the word Hal-
loween is an abbreviated version of the phrases All
Hallows’ Eve or All Hallows’, which precedes All
Saints Day on Nov. 1 in some religions.

The Celts believed that Samhain (the end of sum-
mer) was a time when the dead could walk among
the living. Ireland and Scotland immigrants brought
the tradition of Halloween with them to the U.S.
If you are going to mess with one holiday, why not

change them all to be on the weekend when it is more
convenient. After all, it is inconvenient to have
Thanksgiving on a Thursday and then have to go to
work the next day, and the same with Christmas and
New Year’s Eve.
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Did you remember
to check detectors?

Michigan residents recently said goodbye to Day-
light Saving Time, but it’s a good bet not everyone
paired the annual ritual of setting back their clocks
with another important task: checking smoke and car-
bon monoxide detectors and loading fresh batteries
into them.
If you didn’t then, do it now. It could save your life.
The Michigan Department of Health and Human

Services (MDHHS) is reminding all residents to take
action to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning.

“As it gets colder, we start seeing more carbon
monoxide poisonings,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun,
chief medical executive and chief deputy for health
for MDHHS. “To prepare for winter weather, Michi-
ganders should make sure their heat sources and car-
bon monoxide detectors are in good working order.”
On average, 145 people are hospitalized for carbon

monoxide poisoning each year in Michigan, accord-
ing to data from the MDHHS Michigan Environmen-
tal Public Health Tracking Program (MiTracking).
These hospitalizations are preventable when people
are prepared.

To protect yourself and your family from carbon
monoxide, follow these safety tips: 
*Make sure you have working carbon monoxide de-

tectors. Detectors on every level of your home, includ-
ing the basement, are strongly recommended.
Daylight Saving Time is a good time each year to re-
place the batteries in your detector and push the
“Test” button to be sure it’s working properly. Re-
place your detector every five years or according to
manufacturer’s instructions.

*Have your furnace or wood-burning stove in-
spected annually. Hire a professional to make sure it
is functionally sound and vents properly outside the
home.

*Never run a gasoline or propane heater, or a grill
(gas or charcoal) inside your home or in an unventi-
lated garage. Any heating system that burns fuel pro-
duces carbon monoxide. Use a battery-powered
detector where you have fuel burning devices but no
electric outlets, such as in tents, cabins, RVs and
boats with enclosed cabins.

*Generators should be run at a safe distance (at
least 20 feet) from the home. Never run a generator
in the home or garage, or right next to windows or
doors.

*Never run a car in an enclosed space. If a vehicle
is running, you must have a door open to the outside.

At high levels, carbon monoxide can cause death
within minutes.

Symptoms of overexposure to carbon monoxide in-
clude headache, fatigue, dizziness, shortness of
breath, nausea and confusion. If you suspect you may
be experiencing carbon monoxide poisoning, or your
detector sounds an alarm, head outside immediately
for fresh air and call 911.
Visit the website Michigan.gov/MiTracking for more

information about carbon monoxide poisoning.

Cass City Chronicle editor Tom Montgomery felt
pretty good over the weekend, and why wouldn’t he?

After his front page story on the Cass City
“PROMISE” appeared in our Nov. 6th issue, he re-
ceived a call from committee member Janet Richards
and a visit from fellow committee member Geraldine
Prieskorn who both shared good news.
The pair reported that an anonymous donation of

$10,000 to help local students with their post-secondary
education goals was received after his story went to
print.
Actually, the entire Chronicle staff was pretty excited

about the gift. 
Here’s what Geraldine submitted as a letter to the ed-

itor: 
“Dear Tom, Thank you for the great article about the

Cass City PROMISE program in last week’s Chroni-
cle. It brought great results in the form of a $10,000
donation.

I’m so pleased that this donor realized that all stu-
dents will benefit and not just those who get scholar-
ships.

Here’s to the power of the press!
Our community is blessed to have you and the

Chronicle.”

**********     

The Detroit Lions are offering a special group price
ticket package for the Dec. 15 football (Tampa Bay
Buccaneers) game as a 4-H fundraising opportunity. 

Patricia (Patti) Errer, 4-H Program Coordinator at the
MSU Extension Office in Huron County, says once
again, each ticket purchased includes a $10 donation
back to your county's 4-H program and a special group
gift! 

She reminds us that during the checkout process,
please ensure the county field is completed on the form.
This is where the donations will be directed to support
your counties 4-H program. 

Learn more and purchase tickets online at:
https://www.detroitlions.com/tickets/partners/4-h or call
Errer at 989-269-9949, ext. 609.

**********     
.
Did you know that Veterans Day was originally called

Armistice Day, commemorating the end of World War
I?

World War I officially ended when the Treaty of Ver-
sailles was signed on June 28, 1919. However, the fight-
ing ended about seven months before that when the
Allies and Germany put into effect an armistice on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month.   
For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918, was largely considered

the end of “the war to end all wars” and dubbed
Armistice Day. In 1926, Congress officially recognized
it as the end of the war, and in 1938, it became an offi-
cial holiday, primarily a day set aside to honor veterans
of World War I.
But then World War II and the Korean War happened,

so on June 1, 1954, at the urging of veterans service or-
ganizations, Congress amended the commemoration yet
again by changing the word “armistice” to “veterans”
so the day would honor American veterans of all wars.  

No matter the name, I hope you were able to thank
someone in the armed forced Monday. If you didn’t, do
so today.

**********    

The whitetail deer is Michigan’s most hunted animal
and many people migrate to Michigan in the winter
months to bag some of the biggest bucks in the United
States.  In fact, Michigan was ranked by Outdoor Life
as the state with the 2nd largest deer harvest in the na-
tion.
As hunting firearm season nears once again, it pays to

stay up to date on the latest rules. To purchase a license
and get the official start time of different seasons
(archery, antlerless, muzzleloader) visit the website
of Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources.

With that being said, please note: Firearms Season is
from November 15-30 and all hunters must be above 10
years old and are required to purchase a base license.
All hunters are required to wear orange when hunting
and using drones to track down deer is illegal. 

Best of luck guys and gals and don’t forget to share
your photos and stories with Chronicle readers. It’s easy
to do, just email me at: clarke@ccchronicle.net

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.



PAGE FOUR CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2019

Several appear on felony charges

Circuit court proceedings

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Chanteria L. Bethay, 27, Flint,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail following her pleas of
no contest to four counts of utter-
ing and publishing and two counts
of forgery. Court records state the
offenses stem from checks for
$1,608.90, $1,533.40 and
$1,668.90, all drawn on Wells
Fargo Bank Dec. 28, 2017, in
Denmark Township.

In addition to jail time, Bethay
was placed on probation for 12
months and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $598.

*William G. Diehl, 25, Caro,
pleaded guilty to attempted un-
lawful posting of a message that
threatened, frightened or intimi-
dated another person June 3 in
Kingston. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Michael D. Tuttle, 31, Birch
Run, pleaded guilty to charges of
possession of a weapon by a felon
and possession of ammunition by
a felon Aug. 7, 2018, in Vassar
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Christopher A. Dicks, 32,
Mayville, pleaded no contest to
domestic violence, third offense,
June 5 in Wells Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $20,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Christopher M. Kuhl, 33,
Mayville, was sentenced to 10 to
30 years in prison following his
pleas of no contest to two counts
of third degree criminal sexual
conduct (involving force or coer-
cion) and two counts of domestic
violence June 29 in Mayville. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-

taling $384.
*Crystal M. Collins, 27, Sagi-

naw, pleaded no contest to five
counts of uttering and publishing
involving checks for $2,700,
$2,300 and $800, all drawn on
Team One Credit Union June 9-
22, 2017, in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Brandon M. Wingquest, 35,
Caro, pleaded no contest to
charges of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer, inter-
fering with electronic communi-

cations, and domestic violence
Aug. 20 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Stephanie D. Pauly, 45, Clark-
ston, was sentenced to 90 days in
jail following her pleas of no con-
test to two counts of attempted as-
saulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer, and one count of
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor June
17 in Kingston.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $2,285.
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Sanilac sheriff: scam artists 
continue to target residents
The Sanilac County Sheriff’s De-

partment Detective Bureau is see-
ing an increase in phone scams
targeting county citizens, accord-
ing to Sheriff Garry Biniecki.

“The detective bureau has taken
numerous calls within the last
week in regards to Social Security
scams and the ‘police call’ or
‘lawyer call’ scam as well,”
Biniecki said. “Please use caution
in taking these calls and report the
number if you are given a call
back number or left a message.”

Biniecki urges residents to be-
ware of these scams and be skep-
tical of callers they don’t know.

“If someone asks you for your
cash, gift cards, credit card num-

bers, security log-ins or other per-
sonal information, especially if
you don’t know them well, the
safest move is to refuse their re-
quest and check with the police, or
find an independent way to con-
tact a legitimate business and fol-
low up rather than responding
right away to the caller,” the sher-
iff said.

“Don’t give out computer or
phone log-ins, personal or finan-
cial information to someone who
calls you. If you are unsure, hang
up and independently find the
phone number of the alleged rep-
resented agency and call yourself.
A law enforcement agency will
not ask you for this type of infor-

mation or request that money be
sent by way of money order for
any reason.”
Biniecki said residents should be

on the lookout for red flags such
as high pressure techniques from
callers saying the requested infor-
mation is needed immediately.

“Beware of ‘celebrity’ friend re-
quests or requests to connect
through social media networks,”
he continued. “Remember, if it
sounds quirky, weird or too good
to be true, it probably is.”

Residents are encouraged to re-
port scams to the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Department Detective
Bureau by calling (810) 648-8360.

Thumb to host a healthy plan forum
The Michigan Department of

Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) has scheduled addi-
tional regional forums, including
one in the Thumb, regarding work
requirements for Healthy Michi-
gan Plan beneficiaries.

The forums are part of the de-
partment’s efforts to preserve cov-
erage for Healthy Michigan Plan
beneficiaries.

Locally, the MDHHS is also
partnering with local health de-
partments to host a “virtual”
forum in the Thumb region. The
forum will be held Wednesday,
Nov. 13, from 2:30 to 4 p.m. at the
Tuscola County Health Depart-
ment, 1309 Cleaver Rd. This
forum will be connected via
videoconferencing to the Huron
County Health Department, 1142
S. Van Dyke Rd., Bad Axe, and
the Sanilac County Health Depart-

ment at 171 Dawson St., San-
dusky.
The goal is increasing awareness

of new work requirements for the
Healthy Michigan Plan that will
be effective Jan. 1, 2020, and
preparing beneficiaries to meet the
new requirements. Beneficiaries,
health care providers, health
plans, community organizations
and the general public are invited
to participate in the forum.

“At MDHHS, we want to do all
we can to preserve health care
coverage for Healthy Michigan
Plan beneficiaries,” said MDHHS
Director Robert Gordon. “That’s
why we are joining community
partners throughout the state to
hold these forums, and directly
helping beneficiaries understand
the steps necessary to maintain
their coverage.”

MDHHS is implementing the
new work requirements to comply

with legislation approved in 2018.
Healthy Michigan Plan benefici-
aries will be required to report 80
hours of work or other activities,
such as job searches, to MDHHS
each month.
Healthy Michigan Plan benefici-

aries can be excused from the re-
quirements in some
circumstances. Beneficiaries who
are not excused from the require-
ments and fail to report may lose
their health care coverage.
More than 640,000 Michiganders

have coverage under the Healthy
Michigan Plan, the state’s ex-
panded Medicaid program that
began in 2014.

During the virtual forum, multi-
ple sites will participate in the
same forum using videoconfer-
encing technology. Stakeholders
can participate in the virtual forum
at any of the three sites.

Daniel Hittler

Daniel Lee Hittler, 84, of Cass City, died peacefully on November 6,
2019. 

He was born May 23, 1935 in Toledo, Ohio to Lawrence and Mary
Jane (Sullivan) Hittler. 
Dan moved with his family to Dearborn, where he graduated from Sa-

cred Heart High School in 1953. He earned a BS in mechanical engi-
neering and an MBA from the University of Detroit. 
He met his future wife, Jane Hunter, at a Fourth of July picnic, where

she was serendipitously paired with the tallest student there. They were
married August 10, 1957 in Mt. Pleasant, a year after Jane graduated
from Mercy College. Their first of nine children was born a year later. 

After graduating as an ROTC officer, Dan served active duty at Ft.
Benning in Columbus, GA. He served in the U.S. Army Reserve for an-
other six and a half years before being honorably discharged. 

Dan and Jane moved from Redford to Lathrup Village after the birth
of their fifth child. They were active in the St. Bede Catholic Church
community, Lathrup Village Swim Club, scouting, University of Detroit
Jesuit High School, The Lathrup Village Supper Club, and their chil-
dren’s many athletic and academic endeavors. 

Dan started his career as an automotive engineer at The Ford Motor
Company. Three years later, he accepted a position at American Motors
Corporation. He culminated his 16-year tenure at AMC as director of
the engine engineering group. He was recognized for
developing the 4.0 liter, six-cylinder, alu-
minum engine—a high-performance en-
gine that remained a stalwart of the Jeep
line for many years. When AMC was
bought by Renault, Dan learned
French and traveled frequently to
France. 

In 1986, Dan accepted a position
with the Walbro Corporation and
moved his family to Cass City. He
ultimately served as chief adminis-
trative officer and corporate secre-
tary. After London-based TI
Automotive acquired Walbro in 1999,
he was named vice president of admin-
istrative engineering, overseeing intellec-
tual property. He was a career member of the
Society of Automotive Engineers International, served on its board of
directors for multiple terms and was elected a Fellow in 1993.

Dan and Jane were highly engaged members of the Cass City com-
munity, which they consider home, for 30 years. He was active in Boy
Scouting, serving as district chairman and earning the Eagle Scout
Court of Honor distinguished service award. He was named to leader-
ship roles in St. Pancratius Catholic Church, Cass City Knights of
Columbus, Hills & Dales General Hospital board of trustees, the school
district and many local service clubs. 

In his free time, Dan loved to play golf, downhill ski, run the annual
Cass City 5K race, make wine (and occasionally sip it), keep a meticu-
lously landscaped lawn and be of service to others. He and Jane moved
to Caretel of Tri-Cities in 2016, where they are beloved. He was a hero
to his kids and will be greatly missed. 

Dan is survived by his wife of 62 years, Jane Aquin (Hunter) Hittler;
nine children, William (Donna Watz) Hittler of Plymouth, MN, Anne
(Scott Taylor) Hunter of Nellysford, VA, Joan (Joseph) Hammell of
Minneapolis, MN, John (Radhika Mohandas) Hittler of San Jose, CA,
Paul Hittler of Bloomfield Hills, David (Laura) Hittler of Magnolia,
TX, Robert Hittler of Perrysburg, OH, Mary (Daniel) Scott of Lathrup
Village and Karen (Brian) Nicolay of Advance, NC; and sisters, Susan
(William) Child and Mary Lou (Donald) Jankowski. He was the proud
grandfather of 26 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Saturday, November
16, in St. Pancratius Catholic Church.  Funeral service to be held at
11:00 a.m. Saturday, November 16, in Our Lady Consolata Parish, St.
Pancratius Catholic Church, Cass City. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be sent to Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy, Dan and Jane’s alma mater. 

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the
family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Obituaries
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Veteran deputy

has a good point

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

High School senior Cryssie
Warren and sixth grade student
Bryce Fernald are the first Cass
City Red Hawk Award of Excel-
lence recipients of the 2014-15
school year. Both students were
recently honored by the Cass
City Public Schools staff, admin-
istration and school board.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

You can bet Cass City’s Ashley
Potts gave it everything she had
Saturday at the Michigan High
School Athletic Association’s Di-
vision 3 cross country state fi-
nals. So did over 250 of the
fastest lady 3-milers from all
across Michigan at the Michigan
International Speedway in
Brooklyn. Coach Dennis Meck
praised his lone Red Hawk state
qualifier for implementing a
courageous race strategy in her
bid to record all-state honors, be-
stowed on the top 30 individual
finishers at the elite meet. “At
this level, it is like a high stakes
poker game, where all the run-
ners are going for their best
times,” Meck said. Potts, only a
sophomore, used a faster than
normal start to complete the race
in 21:25, the 111th runner to
break the finish line on the warm
and partly sunny afternoon.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Veteran Ken Jensen, a longtime
Cass City resident who will be
moving soon to Arizona, was pre-
sented with a clock during Fri-
day’s Veteran’s Day ceremony at
Cass City Middle School. The
gift recognized Jensen’s 10 years
of service to the VFW post.
Ground breaking ceremonies for

a $2 million expansion to Walbro
Automotive Corporation in Caro
were held Friday. Representing
Walbro are Hal Clinger, general
manager of the Caro facility;
Gary Vollmar, president, Walbro
Automotive; Mike Zdroik, direc-
tor of engineering, and Scott Har-
tel, manager of product testing. 

Renee Szarapski recently re-
ceived her Certified Behavior
Analysis Certificate (CBA). She
will do consulting work in pri-
vate homes and schools with in-
dividuals in the area of shaping
and changing maladaptive behav-
ior, which enables the person to
be more independent. Renee cur-
rently works full-time for Thresh-
old Inc. in Winter Park, Ha., with
autistic and developmentally dis-
abled adults, and part time at
Laurel Oaks, an adolescent chil-
dren psychiatric hospital as a
mental health technician. Renee
graduated in 1987 from Cass City
High School and is the daughter
of Stan and Arlene Szarapski.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

The Cass City Cultural Center,
once a hub of activity in the com-
munity, will sink into the obliv-
ion reserved for places and
people whose time has come and
gone. The building, constructed
in 1881, will be padlocked Dec.
31 and the Elkland Township
Board will sell the building that
has become a white elephant. The
decision was reached Monday
night at the regular meeting of the
board at the Elkland Township
Fire Hall. 

The ninth birthday of Ben
Schott was celebrated Sunday at
the Show Biz Pizza Place in Sag-
inaw. Guests, besides Mr. and
Mrs. Ken Schott, Ben and Kevin
Schott, were Todd Bliss and
Ben’s grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Schott and Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald Geiger. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray O’Dell and
son Kevin of Carleton were
weekend guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Ivan Tracy. Joining them Sunday
afternoon for birthday cake and
ice cream, to celebrate the birth-
day of Mrs. Donna O’Dell, were
Mr. and Mrs. Duane O’Dell,
Jason and Laura of Deford and

Nick Decker, Jr. of Caro, Newell
Harris and Dick Hampshire
hunted deer at Roscommon Sat-
urday and Sunday. Earl Harris
and Cliff Croft, who were there
for the opening of the season, re-
turned home Monday.

Marie and Ann Hobart were
hostesses Sunday afternoon when
they entertained 12 girl friends in
honor of their sister Janie’s eighth
birthday. Balloons, hats, birthday
cake and games were part of the
festivities.

The engagement of Miss Lynn
Ellen Christiansen to William A.
Ruhl has been announced by her
mother. Miss Christiansen is the
daughter of Mrs. Parence K.
Christiansen of Muskegon and
the late Mr. Christiansen. Ruhl is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. William
S. Ruhl of Cass City. Miss Chris-
tianson is a graduate of Central
Michigan University and is em-
ployed by the Muskegon school
system. Ruhl graduated from Fer-
ris State College and is living in
Spring Lake. Wedding plans are
indefinite.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

Pfc. Mason E. Spencer, son of
Earl Spencer, Cass City, is a
member of the Eighth Air Force
Service Command Sub-depot at a
bomber base in England. He
works in the headquarters of the
sub-depot where the heavy
bombers of the Eighth Air Force
are kept in combat condition. Pfc.
Spencer was a farmer in civilian
life. He entered the Army Dec.
29, 1942, at Fort Custer, Mich.,
and has been stationed in the Eu-
ropean theater of operations 10
months.

Lowell Sickler, Jr., is home on
leave with his fiancee, Miss Betty
Jo Braddon, of Elyria, Ohio. Miss
Braddon is a student at Bowling
Green State University. Lowell
Sickler, Jr., leaves Tuesday for
the Amphib. Training base at
Camp Bradford, Virginia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Root and
family, Mrs. Ethel Anthes and
Mrs. Lois Binder and son, Davy,
were callers in Bay City Satur-
day.

Among those graduating from
an intensive course of quarter-
master training at recent service
schools exercises at Great Lakes.,
Ill., was Lowell Sickler, 22, of
Cass City. This Bluejacket was
selected for his specialized train-
ing on the basis of his recruit
training aptitude test scores.
Graduates from the 20 special-
ized courses taught at Great
Lakes are sent to sea, to shore
stations, or to advanced schools
for further duty.

Alden Bernard Frieberger BM
2-c left Thursday of last week to
return to a naval station at New
Orleans, La., after spending a 27-
day leave with his mother, Mrs.
Guy McGarry, at Argyle, with his
sister, Mrs. Lawrence Freeman,
here and with his sisters, Mrs.
Peter Byrns, Mrs. Harold Vollmar
and Mrs. Frank Bringardner, and
brother, Alger Frieberger, in De-
troit. This was his first leave in a
year. Since last January he had
been in Italy

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

Twin girls were born to Mr. and
Mrs. Roy E. LaFave of Colwood
on Tuesday, Nov. 18, at the Bad
Axe Memorial Hospital. Mrs.
LaFave was formerly Miss
Dorothy Carolan of Gagetown,
and is well known in Cass City. 

Anthony Doerr has purchased
the Lutze residence on West
Main St. and the cement building
on Main St. now occupied by
Lawrence Keegan’s blacksmith
shop from Mr. and Mrs. Richad
Lutze. The cement block will be
occupied by Doerr & Son as an
automobile and accessories
salesroom and will be probably
subject to extensive alterations in
the spring. Mr. Doerr expects to
make extensive alterations and
repairs on the residence property
after which he and his family ex-
pect to occupy it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas O’Dell,
Erin and Kyle. 
Mrs. Gerald Stilson attended the

wedding in Marlette Friday of
her nephew, Rick Thompson, and
Joan Campbell at the Marlette
Catholic Church. Rick is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Duane Thomp-
son. The reception was in the
VFW hall. Mr. and Mrs. Bob
Kitchen also attended. 

Three students from Miss
Muszynskf’s fifth grade art class
were selected as winners by the
Elkland Township Fire Depart-
ment for the annual Fire Preven-
tion Week poster contest. The
winners are, from left, Beth Zei-
dler, first place; Todd Bliss, sec-
ond place, and Diana Loomis,
third place. Receiving honorable
mention were Rusty Hrycko and
Mike Heronemus. Zeidler also
won the county-wide poster con-
test. 

Pvt. Loyal T. Roach son of Mr.
and Mrs. Theron E.. Roach of
Gilford Road, Deford, completed
basic training at Fort Jackson,
S.C. During training, students re-
ceived instruction in drill and cer-
emonies, weapons, map reading,
tactics, military courtesy, military
justice, first aid, and Army his-
tory and traditions. He is a 1984
graduate of Cass City High
School. In October, he went to
Fort Eustis, Va., for training in
aviation power plant repairs. He
is scheduled to have a furlough
for Christmas, starting Dec. 20.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mrs. Helen Little was a Sunday
dinner guest of Mr. and Mrs.
Murray Caister and family in
Caro. Other guests were Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Caister of Marlette.
The 14th birthday of Michael
Caister and the 42nd wedding an-
niversary of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Caister were celebrated.

Mrs. Paul Craig and her guest,
Mrs. Rosella Wall, and Mrs.
Arthur Little attended a McNeil
family dinner Sunday at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Doran near Colling. Twenty-five
were present to celebrate the
birthdays of Mrs. Robert McNeil
and Mrs. John Homakie.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Roberts of
Center Line were guests of honor
Sunday afternoon and evening at
a party given by their children to
celebrate the couple’s silver wed-
ding anniversary. Donald E.
Roberts and Lois E. Little were
married in Cass City Nov. 20,
1954. They have four children,
the Misses Brenda Kay and
Diane Roberts of Warren, Craig
A. Roberts of Mt. Clemens and
Kevin D. Roberts, at home.
The Happy Dozen Euchre Club

met Saturday evening at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Tony Cies-
linski. High prizes were won by
Mrs. Harold Ballagh and Gerald
Wills. Low prizes were won by
Mrs. Dale Hind and Dale Hind.
Traveling prizes were won by
Reva Silver and Gerald Wills. A
potluck lunch was served. 

Winners in the Elkland Town-
ship Fire Department sponsored
Fire Prevention Week poster con-
test for Cass City School District
fifth graders were Tony Yost, De-
ford, first (plus fourth place in the
countywide contest), Meg
Brown, Cass City, second, and
Kevin Parish, Deford, third. Hon-
orable mention went to Jim Ra-
bideau, Jeff Hartwick and Steve
Ross

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Weippert of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Judy Ann
Weippert to Sgt. Gustav E.
Churchill, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer Stroup of Cleveland, Ohio.
A Jan. 10 wedding is planned.

Mr. and Mrs. George Frank an-
nounce the birth of their fourth
child, a nine-pound, seven-ounce
daughter, Sandra Ann, born Nov.
16 in Hills and Dales General
Hospital. She joins two brothers,
Gregory and Kevin, and a sister
Michelle, at home.

During a feature interview last week, veteran Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Deputy Steve Roland told me one of his greatest frustrations has been
the media’s generally negative portrayal of law enforcement.
No offense, he said, noting he was referring to the national media.
I didn’t take any offense at the comment because, frankly, he had a

good point.
Sure, there have been legitimate stories depicting incidents in which

a police officer crossed the line – or even worse – while on the job. But
far too often, those stories seem to result in an avalanche of reports with
a shared theme of police brutalizing the public.
Makes you wonder if some media outlets are reporting, or driving, the

news events of the day.
Equally (or more) frustrating are those ignorant keyboard pilots in

every community who are quick to unleash on law enforcement — not
to mention spread half-truths or outright fiction — on social media web-
sites because they’re bored or, maybe, because the police are “obviously
profiling” a family member who has been arrested a half-dozen times
(newsflash: the police tend to profile individuals who break the law re-
peatedly).
But that’s another column altogether.
Unfair news coverage is frustrating, of course, because the thousands

of police officers who put their lives on the line every day and demon-
strate unyielding honesty and integrity on the job are seemingly forgot-
ten by reporters chasing another juicy headline.
Sadly, too many news networks have little in common with their pred-

ecessors because they’re too busy trying to entertain and tell the public
what it should think. When it’s all about ratings, hiding biases evidently
isn’t a priority anymore.
As for local newspapers, make no mistake about it – if a police officer

breaks the law, were going to chase the story. However, we’re also
going to cover the less sensational pieces.

We’re going to write about the officer who has spent a lifetime pro-
tecting and serving his or her community, the cops who risked their
lives dragging an accident victim out of a burning car, the police de-
partments whose members put long hours into searching for a missing
person, and the officers whose comforting words eased the fears of a
child facing a traumatic event.
These stories deserve to be told, too, because law enforcement officers

reflect an important and valued part of our communities. They’re also
our friends and neighbors – they have families and a vested interest in
our towns.
And we depend on them to be there for us.
Which brings me back around to Roland, who has earned the respect

of both his peers and the communities he’s served as a road officer over
the past two decades, and is now spending his time in a classroom,
teaching law enforcement/protective services at the Tuscola Technology
Center in Caro.
Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent, who described Roland as an of-

ficer who genuinely cares about people, shared a couple sentences from
the job application Roland filled out at the sheriff’s department 20 years
ago.

“This position…would fit in my career plans because you can really
get involved in the community, be a part of the community, get involved
with the kids in the community,” he wrote. “This fits my plans because
of the respect you have to earn. You have to treat the public as you wish
to be treated.”
Mission accomplished, Steve.
And, thank you.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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THANKS TO a $2,250 donation, three Tuscola Tech Center instructors were

able to develop a project to become American Heart Association (AHA) CPR

instructors, and in turn provide a certification opportunity to students.
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by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

CPR can be a lifesaver, and any-
one can learn the basic procedures
to use it. Thanks to a $2,250 do-
nation from the William and Ruth
Janks Foundation through the
Tuscola County Community
Foundation, three Tuscola Tech
Center instructors were able to de-
velop a project to become Ameri-
can Heart Association (AHA)
CPR instructors, and in turn pro-
vide a certification opportunity to

students.
CPR, or cardiopulmonary resus-

citation – is an emergency lifesav-
ing procedure that utilizes chest
compressions, frequently com-
bined with artificial ventilation, in
an effort to manually preserve
brain function until advanced
measures can be taken in a person
who is suffering cardiac arrest.
Immediate CPR can double or
triple chances of survival.

The grant money awarded to the
tech center went towards purchas-

ing supplies, including two high-
tech manikins that indicate if com-
pressions are deep/fast enough, a
requirement by the AHA.

The project aims to certify stu-
dents enrolled in nursing careers
in basic life support CPR. Stu-
dents pursuing careers in educa-
tion and law enforcement are
certified in Heartsaver CPR.

To-date, 141 students in Tuscola
County and 27 community mem-
bers have been trained in CPR.

Grant offers students CPR training

Tuscola County’s only
veterans home closed

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Tuscola County’s first and only home for veterans has closed. 
In 2013, Anka Akron Behavioral Health Inc. was developed and op-

erated by the non-profit organization, Anka Behavioral Health Inc. in
partnership with the Department of Veterans Affairs.
But after only six years of operating, the veteran complex between the

communities of Akron and Fairgrove, was closed, and company offi-
cials could not be reached for comment.
The Anka Akron Veterans Program was a veterans’ assistance program

that provided transitional housing to homeless veterans for up to two
years while they received a variety of supportive services designed to
equip them with the tools necessary to manage their illnesses and tran-
sition back into the community.

The goal of the program was to offer a wide range of resources, in-
cluding mental health and substance abuse treatment, health care, legal
and benefit assistance, transportation, permanent housing and voca-
tional services.

The veteran complex received a lot of support from the Akron and
Fairgrove communities, Women’s Life Chapter of Caro, and the Piece
Makers’ Quilt Group from the Church of God in Millington, among
others.

Before it was veteran assistance center, the facility served as a youth
transitional home, but that, too, was short lived.
The 12-acre site, which includes a pair of 3,500-square foot residential

buildings with 19 bedrooms and six bathrooms, as well as a 2,000-
square foot recreation facility with a basketball court and weightlifting
area, has been listed for sale by Osentoski Realty in Caro.

Mid Michigan College
expanding opportunities
to students in the Thumb 

Mid Michigan College is expanding access to educational opportuni-
ties in Huron and Tuscola counties with career-ready and transfer-fo-
cused associate degrees, online learning options, and short-term
trainings.
Evening classes are being offered in both counties, giving students the

benefit of flexible scheduling options.

“We’re excited to increase the number of courses, programs, and train-
ing opportunities available to the residents of Michigan’s Thumb re-
gion,” said Scott Mertes, vice president of Community Outreach and
Advancement at Mid Michigan College.

The programs, pathways, and courses offered at both Huron and Tus-
cola Technical Centers are highly-transferable, according to Mertes.
As a participant in the Michigan Transfer Agreement (MTA), Mid of-

fers a block of classes, equaling 30 credits, that fulfill the general edu-
cation requirements at Michigan universities and are guaranteed to
transfer to most universities across the state, he noted.

Mid’s liberal studies and business studies transfer associate degrees
can be completed with a combination of face-to-face and online (or all
online if desired) and allow students to transfer over 60 credits to their
ideal four-year university program.

Career-ready programs and pathways allow students to gain knowl-
edge and skills in high-demand careers including medical assisting,
manufacturing, and drafting. Short-Term Training offerings allow stu-
dents to gain employable skills in just three to nine weeks, and are fo-
cused on industries with high employment growth such as truck driving,
welding, and phlebotomy.

The college offers dual enrollment opportunities for high school stu-
dents from local school districts, enabling them to get a significant start
on earning a college degree while they’re still in high school through
this opportunity. Juniors and seniors can participate in dual enrollment
through their local intermediate school districts and earn both high
school and college credits by successfully completing courses.

Registration for all winter semester offerings is currently open and
complete information, including courses and schedules, can be found
online at midmich.edu/thumb.

More information is available by visiting the website
midmich.edu/thumb or by contacting Brad Merrill via email at bmmer-
rill@midmich.edu or by calling (989) 297-0377.
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News briefs
Christmas craft show slated
UBLY — The Ubly Fox Hunters Club will host its annual Christmas
Fantasy Craft Show Saturday, Nov. 16, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
There will be drawings every 30 minutes, and lunch will be available.
To reserve a vendor table or for more information, call Kathy at (989)

553-6280.

Road office winter hours set
CARO — The Tuscola County Road Commission has changed back to
its winter hours.

The office hours are now 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.
During the summer, the department is open longer hours and closed on
Fridays.

The road commission office is located at 1733 Mertz Rd., Caro. The
phone number is (989) 673-2128.

Board’s meeting dates changes
CARO — With the holidays and hunting season coming up, Tuscola
County commissioners recently rescheduled some of their meeting
dates in November and December.
The board added a committee of the whole meeting, slated for Thurs-

day, Nov. 21, at 8 a.m., and approved transitioning a Monday, Dec. 23,
committee of the whole meeting to a full board meeting (also at 8 a.m.).
The board canceled its Thursday, Dec. 26, meeting.
In other matters, the board approved lifting the county’s hiring freeze

to allow for the hiring of Kayla Neeley as a full-time emergency dis-
patcher pending a favorable background check, physical and drug
screening.

Frankenmuth farmer’s market
FRANKENMUTH - Frankenmuth is once again celebrating Christmas
with a farmers’ market, which will be open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 29, through Sunday, Dec. 1.
The Frankenmuth Farmers Market is a festive celebration of the won-

ders of Christmas. The event is a pop-up street market that will be
packed with troves of treasures and treats to kick off the holiday sea-
son.

Decorating volunteers needed
SANILAC COUNTY — Volunteers are needed to help decorate the
Loop-Harrison Mansion Museum for the coming holidays.

Five days have been set aside for decorating, including Nov. 13, 14
and 15 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The museum is located at 228 S. Ridge
St. (M-25) in Port Sanilac.
Aside from help to decorate, volunteers are needed to help bring totes

up from the basement and to reach the higher decorating spots.
For more information or to volunteer to help, call 810-622-9946 or

emailing schsdawn@gmail.com.
Each year, the entire first floor in the Loop-Harrison Mansion is dec-

orated from top to bottom in preparation for the holidays. The commu-
nity will have two opportunities to see it in all its holiday splendor; an
annual holiday open house is set for Saturday, Nov. 30, from 6 to 8:30
p.m., and self-guided tours will be offered Sunday, Dec. 1, for a $5 ad-
mission.

Huron Co. resident appointed
LANSING — Governor Gretchen Whitmer recently announced three
appointments to the Michigan Bean Commission, including Huron
County resident Ross E. Voelker.
Voelker, of Pigeon, is the owner and operator of his family’s dry bean

farm, Greenfield Farms, Inc. He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in fi-
nance from Michigan State University and was reappointed to represent
District Six growers for a term that will expire in December 2022.
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Drop off warm clothing items
CASS CITY — The village of Cass City and its staff are looking for
some help to keep little ones in the community warm this winter.
Donations of boots and snow pants are needed and are being collected

through Thursday, Nov. 14.
Area residents are encouraged to participate in the effort by dropping

off donations at the Cass City Municipal Building, 6505 Main St., be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Suggested sizes for boots are for those ages one to 13 years old, and
snow pants are needed from size 4/5 to 10/12.

Huron drug take-back results
BAD AXE — Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson recently reported
the Oct. 26 collection of unwanted and old prescription medications
was another success.

Roughly 28 people showed up at the collection and a combined 100
pounds of drugs were collected, according to the sheriff, who noted
medications were transported to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency
(DEA) for proper disposal.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

to 24 months.
“It is the Thumb Regional Drug

Treatment Court’s goal to improve
public safety and provide an effec-
tive resource to rehabilitate indi-
viduals with substance use
disorders who are involved in the
criminal justice system,” she said.
“Research has found that require-

ments such as intensive monitor-
ing, substance abuse treatment,
drug testing, and community su-
pervision provided by treatment
courts have been more successful
in reducing recidivism rates and
crime that is motivated by drug
use than traditional methods of in-
carceration.”

Unlike the TRSC, the drug court
will not focus on offenders con-
victed of offenses involving oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under
the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Instead, the court will focus on in-
dividuals convicted of various
other crimes driven by their drug
use/addiction.
“With the drug court, we’re look-

ing at more of a group that would
have multiple convictions for pos-
session of controlled substances,
and we’re probably going to focus
on opioids and all of the (offenses)
that are peripheral; shoplifting,
property crimes,” Gierhart said.

However, anyone convicted of
violent crimes involving serious
injury or death, as well as those
convicted on charges of criminal
sexual conduct, will not be eligi-
ble to participate.

Another difference is that unlike
the TRSC, the new drug court will
not have the ability to grant tem-
porary restricted driver’s licenses
to participants because existing ig-
nition locking devices can only
detect the presence of alcohol. As
a result, officials will be looking
at offering participants other types
of incentives.

While the drug court has re-
ceived a planning grant and has
been provisionally certified by the
state, officials plan to apply for
additional funding next year to be-
come fully operational.
Walther indicated she’s confident

the money will be made available
to the program, given state offi-
cials’ bipartisan support of meas-
ures designed to address the
nation’s opioid epidemic, includ-
ing funding treatment courts.

The Thumb courts have also
proven their dedication to creating
and operating effective treatment
courts.

Last week, for example, TRSC
officials conducted their 12th
graduation ceremony at the Tus-
cola County Courthouse, marking
more 100 graduates – all individ-
uals convicted multiple times of
operating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated or under the influence
of drugs — who have now suc-
cessfully completed that program.

To do so, each graduate was re-
quired to comply with a host of re-
quirements such as intensive court
and case management supervi-
sion, individual and group ther-
apy, intensive drug/alcohol
testing, and recovery-based sup-
port group attendance, throughout
the duration  of the program.

“These requirements have been
proven to improve public safety,
reduce recidivism rates of operat-
ing while intoxicated/impaired of-
fenses, minimize incarceration
time, decrease jail expenses, and
promote participants to become
productive, law-abiding, and sub-
stance-free citizens within Tus-
cola, Huron and Sanilac
counties,” Walther said.

Continued from page one.

Thumb drug court to launch in 2020

The TRSC has achieved a suc-
cess rate of 80 percent.

“As of Sept. 30, 2019, the
statewide average rate of success-
ful completions was 74 percent
for sobriety court participants
across Michigan,” Walther said.
While 26 individuals have failed

to complete the Thumb program
to-date — the vast majority of
those defendants (16) were termi-
nated due to non-compliance with
the rules – local program officials
are pleased with the numbers
they’re seeing.

“Our recidivism rate (repeat op-
erating while intoxicated offenses
after successfully graduating) is
currently at 4.8 percent,” Walther
pointed out. “Statewide, recidi-
vism averages typically between
six and eight percent. As a result,
we are finding that our program is
effective at reducing driving while
under the influence offenses.
“We are also proud of the overall

life changes that we see our par-
ticipants make, such as becoming
employed, obtaining independent
housing, improving family rela-
tionships or parenting skills, be-
coming more financially
responsible/stable, and improving

their physical and mental health,
to name a few,” she added.

Gierhart pointed out that having
a successful regional sobriety
court in place should make it eas-
ier to get the drug court program
up in running, especially when it
comes to medically-assisted treat-
ment and testing options – re-
sources that weren’t ready
available in the region five years
ago. “So, we have a pretty good
structure in place.

“We’re hoping it’s going to fill a
gap that’s missing right now in
treatment court,” she added.
Courts such as the TRSC and the

new Thumb Regional Drug Treat-
ment Court are also known as
problem-solving courts – innova-
tive programs designed to address
repeat offenders’ underlying sub-
stance abuse problems.

The TRSC was officially estab-
lished in 2013 through a partner-
ship of the trial court judges in
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac coun-
ties. The goal was to create a spe-
cialized central treatment court
that could utilize tools outside of
the traditional fines and jail time
to encourage those who have been
repeatedly convicted of drunken
driving to turn over a new leaf.
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Veteran deputy taking on a new
challenge in tech center classroom

ROLAND IS pictured above (center) Friday with

Sheriff Glen Skrent (left) and Undersheriff Bob

Baxter.

ROLAND, A 20-year veteran of the sheriff’s depart-

ment, is pictured above with is family – wife, Jes-

sica; stepdaughter Chloe Franzel, 11; son Lukas,

five; and Zeke Rickwalt, the couple’s foster child at

the time the photo was taken.

Roland’s new job marked the end
of a distinguished full-time career
in law enforcement spanning two
decades.

A Huron County native who
graduated from Bad Axe High
School in 1994, Roland earned an
associate’s degree in criminal jus-
tice at Delta College, then en-
rolled in the Northeastern Police
Academy. After graduating with
his class, he briefly worked part-
time for a couple of Thumb law
enforcement agencies before then-
Tuscola County Sheriff Tom Kern
hired him as a full-time road offi-
cer in January 2000.

It marked the start of a career
Roland says he set his sights on as
a youngster.

“It’s what I always wanted to
do…since I was four or five years
old – just seeing the officers in
uniform, the interaction between
officers, and, of course, they drove
really cool cars,” he recalled.

“(I wanted to) protect my com-
munity, safeguard others, just help
people. Make a difference,”
Roland said.

Of course, police officers fre-
quently come into contact with
people who aren’t in the mood to
be helped. Roland said his re-
sponse to individuals who ex-
pressed anger or frustration was to
ask them if they wanted to start
their conversation over. He would
then introduce himself and tell
them he understood they were
having a bad day while also sug-
gesting they were probably having
a bad day before meeting him.

“You have to show people that
you’re honest and have integrity,
and you respect them,” he said.
“Your moral compass and your
character – if you don’t have them
in check, you’re going to fail.”

Even in cases where circum-
stances required Roland to make
an arrest, he says he always tried
to take the high road.

“I always shook their hands and
wished them the best,” he said,
“and I told them, ‘It’s nothing per-
sonal’.”

Continued from page one. Roland is looking forward to his
new career and the challenges
he’ll face in the classroom, but he
admits the change is bittersweet.
“It’s very hard (to leave the sher-

iff’s office). But it was my time. I
know I made the right choice. My
family means the most to me,”
said Roland, who has a step-
daughter, Chloe Franzel, 11, and a
son, Lukas, five. “I look forward
to spending more time with my
wife and kids, and doing more in
the community.”

Roland and his wife first met
when they were teens and were
high school sweethearts in Bad
Axe. They drifted apart after grad-
uation but reconnected about eight
years ago and have been insepara-
ble since.

Roland acknowledged there are
challenges inherent in being mar-
ried to a police officer, even in the
rural Thumb, which has not been
immune to the serious drug issues
and violent crime seen in more
urban areas on a regular basis.  

“She’s been a very supportive
wife, and I’m very supportive of
her career as a nurse,” he said of
Jessica, a licensed practical nurse
who works at the Tuscola County
Medical Care Community in
Caro.

Although he now has a new job
and a different schedule, Roland
indicated he’ll have no problem
keeping busy.

He noted Chloe loves to play

softball, so he hopes to get in-
volved in coaching. And, both he
and Jessica hope to make good
use of their real estate licenses.
Roland also hopes to put in a few
hours as a part-time police officer
when the opportunity arises.

“I love the people (here). I love
Tuscola County. The people of
this county are second to none –
they’re the best,” he said. “I’ve
seen them at their best, I’ve seen
them at their worst, and they’ve
respected me.”
Roland, who was honored as the

Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Officer of the Year in 2016,
has racked up a number of other
accolades during his career with
the sheriff’s office, including eight
commendation awards, three pro-
fessional excellence awards, two
meritorious service awards and
one lifesaving award.

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent figures his department’s
loss will be the Tuscola Technol-
ogy Center’s gain.

“I really have not met a more car-
ing individual or one who has as
much empathy for people as
Steve,” he said. “He cares deeply
about the victims in our commu-
nity and the kids growing up. He
will be missed for sure, but I think
he will do a great job teaching at
the ISD and maybe help recruit
future deputies.”
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4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121

www.hdghmi.org

A Lung Cancer Screening Could Save Your Life.

Are ou 55-77 ears of age and in gener
Have ou smoked at least a pack of cigarettes per da f

Are ou a current smok k

Y at an increased risk of lung cancer.
Ask our pro cancer 
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Physical Therapy • Outpatient Services • Rehabilitation

Complete Concussion Management
The Lighthouse Rehabilitation Center is now recognized by Complete Concussion Management 
Inc (CCMI) and joins a network of clinics around the world offering evidence-based concussion 

care. From initial pre-season multimodal baseline testing to concussion treatment and 
rehabilitation, our partnered CCMI practitioners collaborate with primary care physicians to 

co-manage concussions, helping patients and athletes safely Return to Learn, Work and Play.

For more information about our “FREE BASELINE TESTING,” Call: 989-673-2500 Caro.
Or 231-263-1350 Traverse City. Or visit our website at www.lighthouserehab.com
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2019-20 GTC East Volleyball  
All-Conference Selections 

 
First Team 
Amber Pleiness Harbor Beach  Senior  MH 
Jenna Guza  Harbor Beach  Senior  OH 
Makayla Roberts Harbor Beach  Senior  MH 
Claire Woodke Harbor Beach  Senior  Lib 
Allison Lautner Ubly   Junior  MH 
Lindsey Guza  Ubly   Sophomore MH 
Grace Schlaud  Brown City  Junior  OH 
Lauren Woods  Brown City  Senior  Lib 
 
Second Team 
Kirsten Stein  Harbor Beach  Senior  Set 
Kathryn Ocomen Harbor Beach  Senior  DS 
Samantha Souva Ubly   Junior  Set 
Josie Gusa  Ubly   Junior  Lib 
Sam Gammon  Brown City  Sophomore Set 
Makayla Cournaya Brown City  Sophomore OH 
Olivia Jacobson Sandusky  Senior  OS 
 
Honorable Mention 
Haley Klama  Ubly   Junior  S/H 
Abigail Sorenson Ubly   Senior  OH 
Olivia Bovenschen Brown City  Junior  MH 
Valyn Cutcher  Brown City  Senior  DS 
Jordyn Boyne  Marlette  Senior  Lib 
Brianna Crane  Marlette  Senior  MH 
Sidney Coltson Marlette  Senior  Set 
Kennedy Lefler Marlette  Senior  MB 
Nicole Morgan Memphis  Junior  Set 
Emmy Bender  Sandusky  Sophomore Back 
Morgan Maschke Sandusky  Senior  MH 
Alexis Bruman Capac   Senior  OS 
Fay Abdelnour Capac   Senior  Lib 
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ABOUT 50 local veterans and

family members were on hand

Monday morning for the Cass

City Schools’ annual Veterans

Day program, which included

an early-morning flag-raising

ceremony, breakfast, program

and panel discussion at the jun-

ior-senior high school. 

Michigan high school and col-
lege students interested in dairy
and/or pursuing a career in the
dairy industry have until Jan. 17 to
apply for the 2020 Michigan
Dairy Ambassador Scholarship
and Leadership Program.

The program offers dairy com-
munications training to interested
applicants.

Students interested in applying
can download an application from
the website www.glrdc.org or by
contacting Megghan Honke Sei-
del at (517) 884-7089. Applica-
tions must be submitted
electronically to
1glrdc@gmail.com.

All applicants meeting baseline
criteria will be invited to attend a
day-long program kickoff Feb. 7,
the second day of the Great Lakes
Regional Dairy Conference
(GLRDC).

Attendees will be considered
2020 Michigan Dairy Ambassa-
dors and will be equipped with the
messaging and practice to effec-
tively communicate with con-
sumers in-person and online.

Participation throughout the year
in trainings, dairy events and pro-
motion will earn points and the
opportunity to advance to the in-
terview round. Applications, re-
sume, participation and interview
will be considered for scholarship
recipient selections.

2020 dairy
scholarship
deadline set

Cass City students honor local veterans

CASS CITY students participated in this year’s

Pinktober observance, including the annual

Pinktober Art Project contest. The 2019  win-

ners are pictured above (from left): Thomas Mc-

Call, first grade; Reagan Shadley, second grade;

and Lexi Skinner, second.

Pink-tastic!
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##66 SSaannddyynn  CCuutthhrreellll
##77 HHaayyddeenn  HHoorrnnee

##5500 HHuunntteerr  CCaaiisstteerr

##22 BBrryyccee  FFeerrnnaalldd ##4444 AAlleexx  PPeerrrryy

##7711 LLooggaann  BBooyynnttoonn

##55 TTrriissttaann  SSwwiiddeerrsskkii

##1111 CCoolllleenn  WWrruubbeell

##6666 RRyyaann  DDeeLLoonngg

##5511 GGaarryy  JJaanniikk
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Att Yds TD Fmbl 2pt Att Cmp Yds TD Int 2pt Rec Yds TD Fmbl 2pt TFL Solo Asst Sack

Forc
ed 

Fmbl
Fmbl 
Rec TD INT TD

2 2 13 0 0 1 7 3 95 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 13 0 0 1 0 4 0
3 75 767 14 1 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 13 69 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
6 79 912 12 2 4 11 2 48 1 3 1 1 24 0 0 0 0 21 9 0 0 0 0 4 0
7 128 1132 15 1 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 113 2 0 1 0 22 5 0 0 0 0 3 0
10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 0 0 1 2 16 10 0 0 1 0 0 0
20 8 65 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 16 0 0 0 0 0 0
27 21 89 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 30 11 2 0 2 0 0 0
32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
33 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 52 9 2 0 2 0 0 0
44 120 862 12 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 29 9 4 0 0 0 1 0
50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 27 6 1 0 0 0 0 0

Matt Mihalic
Dustin Naegele

Tristan Swiderski
Sandyn Cuthrell
Hayden Horne
Kyle Jordan
Collen Wrubel

Rushing Stats Passing Stats Receiving Stats Defensive Stats

Bryce Fernald
Jordan Mester

Noah Zaleski
Daniel Medina

Alex Perry
Hunter Caister

 

Att Yds TD Fmbl 2pt Att Cmp Yds TD Int 2pt Rec Yds TD Fmbl 2pt TFL Solo Asst Sack

Forc
ed 

Fmbl
Fmbl 
Rec TD INT TD

Rushing Stats Passing Stats Receiving Stats Defensive Stats

 

51 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 46 12 1 0 0 0 0 0
62 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
65 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 0 0 1 0 0 0
66 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 6 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
70 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 11 2 2 0 3 1 0 0
71 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
74 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
80 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
85 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
89 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 446 3909 54 4 31 18 5 143 2 5 2 6 142 2 0 2 34 358 121 13 0 10 1 12 0

Gary Janik

Justin Miller
Ryan Delong

Jeremy Velasquez
Cameron Kaake

Joseph Zietz

Connor Herford
Logan Boynton

Jacob Shantz
Caden Caister

Thom Rijshouwer
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6209 Main St. 
Cass City                       989.872.4500

Go Hawks!
Nick’s Country Oven

##2200 DDuussttiinn  NNaaeeggeellee ##6655 JJuussttiinn  MMiilllleerr

##8855 JJaaccoobb  SShhaannttzz

##3322 DDaanniieell  MMeeddiinnaa

##6622 CCaammeerroonn  KKaaaakkee

##7700 CCoonnnnoorr  HHeerrffoorrdd

##6600 JJeerreemmyy  VVeellaassqquueezz

##33 JJoorrddaann  MMeesstteerr

##3333 NNooaahh  ZZaalleesskkii
##1100 KKyyllee  JJoorrddaann

##8899  TThhoomm  RRiijjsshhoouuwweerr
##8800  CCaaddeenn  CCaaiisstteerr

##2277  MMaatttt  MMiihhaalliicc
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PAYTON BOCK, 18, is pictured above with one

of three benches he constructed along with several

directional signs for the old railroad walking trail

in Cass City. The local teen tackled the commu-

nity service project as part of the final require-

ment to earn the highest rank in Boy Scouting –

the Eagle.

Soaring high
Cass  City’s Bock joins elite group of Eagle Scouts

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Payton Bock will be the first to
admit he tends to put things off
until the last minute, but that does-
n’t mean he doesn’t know a thing
or two about work ethic, respon-
sibility and multitasking.
In fact, the 18-year-old Cass City

resident recently completed the re-
quirements entitling him to mem-
bership in the elite group of Boy
Scouts who have earned the
Eagle, the highest rank available
in scouting.

And Bock, the son of Shari and
David Bock, managed to earn the
rank – just in time, before reach-
ing his 18th birthday – while hold-
ing down a trio of part-time
summer jobs.

Bock recently completed his
Eagle project, which involved
construction of three benches and
five directional signs, which he
and an all-volunteer crew installed
along the old railroad walking trail
in September.

“I got the project done the week
before my birthday,” Bock said.

“My mom was freaking out, but I
wasn’t that scared about it (com-
pleting the project).”

Planning, organizing and com-
pleting the Eagle project is one of
the last and biggest challenges a
Boy Scout must tackle before
earning the right to wear the Eagle
insignia. The project involves de-
veloping and organizing a com-
munity service project, with the
scout expected to not only plan the
work, but also lead a team of vol-
unteers in completing each step.

Bock relied on a group of sup-
porters that included his parents;
his brothers, Jonathan, Matthew
and Andrew; Boy Scout Troop
594 Scoutmaster Jim Baker and
troop assistant Janet Prich; Cass
City Village Manager Debbie
Powell; friends, Kim Koglin,
Cordell Prich, Hunter Hatmaker,
Lauren Krohn and Mackennzie
Lawhorn; and another local Eagle
Scout, Zach Jammer.

The feat followed a lifetime of
involvement in scouting for the
Owen-Gage High School senior,
who joined scouting as a young-
ster about a dozen years ago.

“I got in in the first grade, right
from the beginning,” he said, re-
ferring to the entry-level Tiger
Cubs. All of my brothers were in
scouts, and with being close with
the Bakers, it just sort of hap-
pened. And my mom was in-
volved in scouts all the way
because she was there with all my
brothers.”
Like many other Boy Scouts be-

fore him, Bock worked his way up
the ladder from Tiger to Wolf,
then Bobcat, Bear, Webelo and
Webelo II.  He was 12 when he
crossed over into the Boy Scouts,
earning the ranks of Tenderfoot,

2nd Class, 1st Class, Star and Life
before focusing solely on the
Eagle.

“It was always in the plans. I’m
actually the first Eagle in the fam-
ily,” said Bock, who found him-
self wrapping up requirements for
the coveted rank while keeping up
with part-time jobs at Silver Bullet
Speedway in Owendale, feeding
calves at Osentoski Dairy and
lending a hand where he was
needed at Bartnik’s Service.

“I just made it work around my
schedule,” he noted.

Bock, who has his sights set on
earning a commercial driver’s li-
cense and working in transport for
a construction company someday,
says a love of outdoor activities,
including camping — as well as
knowing how proud his parents
would be when he reached his
goal of earning the Eagle — kept
him interested in scouting over the
years. But he’s also come to ap-
preciate how the activity has im-
pacted his life.

“I think (the Eagle) shows your
dedication to something – your
willingness to stick through it the
whole way and reach your goal,”
he said. “I think the thing it really
helped me do was become a better
leader.”

Towards that end, Bock com-
pleted the week-long National
Youth Leadership Training
(NYLT) program in 2014, and
then returned in 2015 as a NYLT
quartermaster, commissary staff,
in 2015, and as a NYLT patrol
leader in 2016.

Of course, Bock keeps busy
throughout the year pursuing var-
ious interests, including racing
cars with his brothers – who
formed what they named the “Last
Minute Racing” team. He’s also
an active member of the Innova-
tive Vehicle Design team along
with several other Owen-Gage
students through the Huron Area
Technical Center. The activity in-
volves students building their own
custom electric vehicles and rac-
ing them at various competitions.

As for scouting, Bock’s newly-
earn Eagle rank places him in
some pretty impressive company.
Past Eagle Scouts include the late

Gerald R. Ford (38th president of
the United States), Academy
Award-winning film director
Steven Spielberg, professional
basketball hall of famer and later
U.S. Senator Bill Bradley, Mike
Rowe (host of Discovery Chan-
nel’s “Dirty Jobs” show), and Neil
A. Armstrong, the first man to set
foot on the moon.

Since its introduction in 1911,
the Eagle rank has been earned by
more than two million young men.
However, less than five percent of
all scouts attain the highest rank in
the Boy Scouts program.

The requirements include earn-
ing at least 21 merit badges.  Of
those, 12 are “Eagle Required”,
including first aid, citizenship in
the community, citizenship in the
nation, citizenship in the world,
communications, personal fitness,
environmental science, personal
management, camping, family
life, emergency preparedness or
lifesaving, and swimming, hiking
or cycling.

Earning badges along with vari-
ous scouting activities are de-
signed to encourage the boys to
embrace the same qualities listed
in the scouting law: being trust-
worthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheer-
ful, thrifty, trustworthy, brave and
clean.

Bock is among a long line of
Eagle Scouts to come out of Boy

Scout Troop 594.
The total is somewhere around

20 over the past two decades, ac-
cording to Baker, whose family
has done more than its share to
contribute to that number. Baker
is, himself, an Eagle Scout, like
his father before him. And, all four
of Jim’s sons – twins Brad and
Brent, Austin and Lucas – earned
the coveted rank.

While the road to the Eagle has
evolved over the years, Baker says
the rank – and the respect it earns
– is as challenging to achieve and
as relevant as it’s ever been.

“There’s a lot of work that’s in-
volved in it, there’s a lot of paper-
work involved,” he said. “I think
the emphasis on leadership is
greater, and on community service
is greater, than it used to be. But I
think scouting, itself, is probably
more relevant than in the past. 
“It’s not just, ‘Do you want to go

camping?’,” added Baker, who
pointed out today’s troops offer
scouts opportunities to explore
STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math) activities and
careers as well as fields involving
technology.”

Perhaps most important are the
lifelong lessons and skills scouts
take with them when they age-out,
according to Baker.

The veteran area Boy Scout
leader has been known to share
his own words of wisdom with
local scouts who earn the Eagle
rank, starting with the fact that the
achievement defines who they are
and says something about their
work ethic and ability to make
ethical decisions.
“It is a huge deal and it will make

a big difference for them down the
road. It’s something that (they)
will carry with them for the rest of
their lives.

“It’s not the award; it’s what got
you there,” he added. “It’s what
brought you to this point – the
skills you’ve obtained, your lead-
ership – that’s what makes you an
Eagle.”

THE EAGLE project requires scouts to plan and organ-

ize a community service project as well as enlist the help

of volunteers. Among those supporting Cass City’s Pay-

ton Bock (pictured above, third from the left, seated)

were (front row, from left) Cordell Prich, Lauren

Krohn, Eagle Scout Zach Jammer, (back row, left)

Jonathan Bock, Shari Bock and Janey Prich.

��1*/'��'$& �.*�.#�)&�� ��$ ��*1 ''��)��.# �
�$''�" �*!�
�--�
$.3�!*,�' ..$)"�( ��*�(3�	*3���*/.���"' �

�,*% �.��'*)"�.# ������'&$)"��,�$'���$.#�.# �# '+�*!�(�)3�0*'/).  ,-�1 �(�� 
�)��+'�� ����� )�# -��)����-$")-��'*)"�.# �.,�$'��

�#�)&�3*/�.*�.# �!*''*1$)"��/-$) -- -��!,$ )�-���!�($'3�( (� ,-���''�� �-*)
� ).��''���$)/. ���)�� .�'���/-#��*/,�,�+#$2���- ).*-&$���$,3�������/.*
��'0�" ���$(�	�& ,����) 3��,$�#��(3�(*(�������)���,*.# ,-���*)�.#�)�
��..# 1���)�, 1���$(��
*,� ''��,$�#���/). ,���.(�& ,����/, )��,*#)�

���& ))4$ ���1#*,)��)�����#���(( ,��
������������		���
����

�����������


