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Zyrowski: grocery renovations progressing nicely 

CASS CITY Elementary School teacher Tracey Jaworski poses for a photo

with Michigan Lottery Public Relations Director Jeff Holyfield after accepting

her Excellence in Education Award.

Council eliminates
sewer utility hike in
new spending plan

Bidding dates set for
school bond projects

Inside this week

Excellence
Michigan Lottery recognizes Cass City educator

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City residents may not be
seeing much in the way of con-
struction taking place at the for-
mer Erla’s Food Center building

as they continue to anxiously an-
ticipate the opening of a new gro-
cery store in town after four years
without one.

But looks can be deceiving, ac-
cording to Thumb businessman
Jim Zyrowski.

Zyrowski, owner of the Ben’s
Supercenter stores in Marlette and
Brown City, owns the former
Erla’s building and is in the
process of renovating and upgrad-
ing the 20,581-square-foot struc-
ture to house what he plans to call

Ben’s Fresh Neighborhood Mar-
ket in the near future.

“We’re under construction and
we’re moving along at a (good)
pace now. So, you’ll start to see
some progress,” Zyrowski com-
mented Thursday.

“All the demo’s done,” added
Zyrowski, who acknowledged the
process of virtually gutting the
building’s interior has taken
longer than the community would
have liked, but given the age of
the structure – the Erla’s store was
built in 1948 and renovated in
1993 — “we had to find out what
we had there.
“Basically, the plumbing is being

replaced all the way through (the
store). Inside, we’ve been saw cut-
ting the floors and jack hammer-
ing the concrete,” he continued.
And, crews were expected to
begin pouring new cement in the
building’s interior Friday.

When renovations are com-
pleted, the store will actually yield
one-third more space than when
Erla’s was open because the area
previously devoted to meat pro-
cessing will now be used for the
grocery and specialty sections of
the new business, Zyrowski has
said.
“All our equipment is purchased

Please turn to page 2.

Attorney amends township
suit with additional counts

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 12.

A Tuscola County educator
known for treating students as if
they were her own children and
for her commitment and patience
to help struggling students im-
prove their behavior has been
honored with an Excellence in Ed-
ucation award from the Michigan
Lottery.

The award winner, Tracey Ja-
worski, is a kindergarten teacher
at Cass City Elementary School.

The Michigan Lottery estab-
lished the Excellence in Education
awards in 2014 to recognize out-
standing public school educators
across the state during the school
year, according to Michigan Lot-
tery Public Relations Director Jeff

Holyfield.
Winners of the weekly award re-

ceive a plaque, a $1,500 cash
prize, and a $500 grant to their
classroom, school or school dis-
trict.  One of the weekly winners
will be selected as the Educator of
the Year and will receive a
$10,000 cash prize.
Each winner also is featured in a

news segment on the Lottery’s
media partner stations:  WXYZ-
TV in Detroit, FOX 17 in Grand
Rapids, FOX 47 in Lansing, and
WNEM-TV in Saginaw. The news
segment featuring Jaworski aired
Thursday in Saginaw and Detroit.
“I have always loved young chil-

dren.  I spent a lot of time babysit-

ting during my teenage years and
just naturally went into teaching
young children,” Jaworski said.  “I
absolutely love the unique, indi-
vidual relationship that I build
with each child.”

She said she views each student
as one of her own children, and
that motivates her to do her best
every day.  “When I look at the
kids in my classroom or kids in
my school, I always try to treat
them like I would want my own
children to be treated.  Each child
is someone’s most prized posses-
sion and deserves to be treated
like one.”
A colleague, Kathy Mroz, nomi-

nated Jaworski for the Excellence
in Education award, saying “she
represents everything that makes
public education great.  She is the
personification of what it means to
be a great teacher.
“She is a wonderful woman who

has a remarkable ability to believe
in the goodness of all children, to
see past the trauma and behaviors,
and love the children she serves,
no matter what,” the nomination
letter states.
“My first day in this district I was

told by the principal that a partic-
ular little boy entering kinder-
garten had a significant behavior
problem, and would likely be re-
ferred for a special education eval-
uation. That student was placed in
Mrs. Jaworski’s classroom. The
first few weeks were tough, but
with tons of reinforcement for
good behavior, teaching behavior
expectation, love and patience,
that little boy thrived, and a spe-
cial education referral was
avoided.
“I have seen this every year since

Please turn to page 12.

Please turn to page 12.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

As a lawsuit against Greenleaf Township officials alleging violations
of the Open Meetings Act works its way through the Sanilac County
courts, attorneys for the man who filed the legal action have filed
amendments adding two additional charges claiming new violations.

Sanilac County resident Grant Toner initiated the civil lawsuit in
early October, claiming township Clerk Judy Keller and the township
committed seven violations of the Open Meetings Act and the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA) last summer. All but one of the counts
allege violations of Michigan’s Open Meetings Act.

Toner’s lawsuit specifically names Keller as the clerk and as an in-
dividual, as well as the township.

Toner and his attorney, Philip Ellison of Hemlock, also allege the
township went into closed session to discuss a legal issue that should
have been addressed in public, and that officials failed to conduct an
official roll-call vote.

Suicide rates climbing in
nation, Thumb

Page 4 

A few Christmas wishes
on my list this year

Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

Sheriff working to secure
mental health services for inmates

Page 6

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

As expected, following a pair of brief public hearings Monday night,
the Cass City Village Council approved the local 2019 millage rate and
operating budget during its regular monthly meeting.
Unexpected, however, was the elimination of a proposed two-percent

increase in sewer fees in the new budget, before the unanimous roll call
approval vote.
“No utility rate increases are recommended at this time until the waste-

water asset management plan has been completed,” village manager
Debbie Powell said. She also noted, “Changing our employee health
care plan from Blue Cross Blue Shield Community Blue to Blue Cross
Blue Shield Simply Blue will reduce premiums paid by the village of
Cass City.”
A third line item – eliminating a proposed parks and recreation/com-

munity development position and reinstating a part-time parks and
recreation director position in 2019 – completed the recommendations
related to the 2019 spending plan, which projects revenues of $5.36
million and expenses at $5.28 million, leaving a fund reserve of roughly
$88,000.
Cass City’s budget is funded primarily by a millage (local tax), which

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Education reviewed bidding dates set for up-
coming bond construction projects during a brief rescheduled monthly
meeting Monday night.

Tom Daniel, construction manager for R and E Development Group,
Macomb Township, updated the board on the preliminary timeline for
securing bids for the first round of projects – funded by a voter-ap-
proved millage extension over the next few years — most of which will
be completed over the summer months.
Daniel said requests for bids are scheduled to go out Thursday, Jan. 3,

with a contractor walk-through of the buildings slated for Thursday,
Jan. 10.

Daniel also pointed out that local contractors that are interested and
able to tackle the scope of the various projects are encouraged to submit
bids, which will be due by Tuesday, Jan. 22, and will opened at 3 p.m.

Santa letters &

student artwork

galore!
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Library to host movies for seniors
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City will be hosting
its next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, Dec. 21, starting at 1:30 p.m.
Films slated to be shown are:

*”Charlie and the Curious Ot-
ters” – Otter conservationist and
wildlife filmmaker Charlie Hamil-
ton James follows the story of

three inquisitive river otter or-
phans in Wisconsin, and visits ot-
ters all over the globe, capturing
never-seen-before behavior of cu-
rious otters and uncovering the se-
crets to their survival (60
minutes).

*”Russia: St. Petersburg” —
Built on the whim of a czar to
rival the great capitals of Europe,

St. Petersburg is unlike any other
city in Russia. Join Rudy Maxa
and see the city of canals,
Kuznechny Market, the Winter
Palace, and Hermitage and Russ-
ian museums (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.
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and our contractors are in line.
We’ve got all of our necessary
permits and architectural draw-
ings,” he noted Thursday. “We’re
in good shape there.
Zyrowski remains hesitant to an-

nounce a projected opening date.
“I really don’t have an estimate on
the time, (but) it’ll still be early on
in the year,” he said.

“It’s been a long road, but we’re
moving right along now,” added
Zyrowski, who estimates his in-
vestment in the project will ex-
ceed $2 million and generate 75
jobs.
“We’re moving forward and look

forward to servicing the commu-
nity as soon as we can.”

In turn, local government offi-
cials have worked with Zyrowski
to assist in developing the new
grocery.

The Cass City Village Council
earlier this year granted him a 10-
year tax abatement incentive. In
addition, the Cass City Planning
Commission unanimously ap-
proved Zyrowski’s site plan as
well as a zoning variance enabling
him to incorporate a drive-through
branch of Frankenmuth Credit
Union within the store.

The business will not only have
groceries, but also a full-service
deli – featuring chicken along
with other lunch and dinner en-
trees — a bakery and sitting area
to drink coffee, a hardware depart-
ment and a pharmacy.

Zyrowski’s plans to incorporate
a variety of departments beyond
groceries has drawn some criti-
cism from existing local business
owners who say there’s no need
for a second hardware retailer or
another pharmacy in town, for ex-
ample.

However, Zyrowski says the
business of opening and operating
a grocery store has evolved signif-

Continued from page one.

Zyrowski: grocery renovations progressing

icantly over the years, requiring
developers to adjust the variety of
merchandise they offer customers.

The days of small communities
having stand-alone bakeries and
meat shops are gone, he says.

“You have to be the community
center today. The cost of doing
business today is so great, you
have to have a mix,” he added. “I
know the business well, and it has
to be right. There’s no room for
error.”

Zyrowski has many years of
business experience under his belt
as owner of Ben’s Supercenter,
which is family owned and oper-
ated. Founded in 1965, the com-
pany currently has three locations;
Ben’s Supercenter in Brown City,
Ben’s Supercenter in Marlette and
Ben’s Contractor Center/Ben’s

Great Outdoors, also in Marlette.
Zyrowski originally planned to

build the new store just north of
M-81 at the west end of Cass City
on the site of the former Croft
Clara lumber yard, but later opted
to use the Erla’s building —
which he purchased in the fall of
2015 – saying it would be far less
expensive to renovate than to
build from scratch.
Cass City has been without a gro-

cery store since September 2014,
when the former Erla’s Food Cen-
ter owner Venu Ganga closed the
business after owning and operat-
ing the store for about 2 ½ years.
Ganga originally purchased the
business in February 2011, mark-
ing the end of a 57-year business
tradition established by the Erla
family.

THE LOCAL Knights of Columbus council recently

boosted the Cass City Rotary Club’s 2018 Christmas for

Kids campaign with a $450 donation. Above, Knights

representative Daryl Iwankovitsch presents the check to

Rotary member Debra Kranz.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Creating Christmas memories

many, many years ago as part of work, I still remem-
ber the experience fondly. It was a time of family and
friends being together, going slow, of not having to
rush or push or shove in a store, and doing something
the old-fashioned way. 
That’s what memories are made of…make some of

your own.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Now, and only now, that Thanksgiving is over,
should Christmas be underway. I have a real issue
with Thanksgiving being pushed aside by Christmas
hype, shopping, music and decorations.

For many, the hunt is on to find the perfect Christ-
mas tree. For many years now, the Drier household
has used an artificial Christmas tree because of an
issue that happened with a real tree several years ago
(what happened will be fodder for a future column).

One of the best memories I have about Christmas
involved going to get a real tree as part of an article
that I did while working as a full-time staff writer.
Because I met a really nice couple while doing an ar-
ticle about six generations of harness makers from
the Kingston area, I was invited to participate in one
of their traditions.

From the very first introduction of the interview,
harness-makers Linda and Paul Rye, and I hit it off
and became friends.

Because of that friendship, I was invited to partici-
pate in their Christmas tradition the day after Thanks-
giving. The Ryes and a group of friends would travel
down back roads on horseback or in horse-drawn
buggies or wagons to go to a Christmas tree farm.
About half way to the farm, the caravan stopped for

lunch. Because it was the day after Thanksgiving, the
main picnic item was turkey sandwiches or turkey
soup in a thermos.

It was fun and relaxing going by real horse power
instead of the motorized kind down back roads to the
tree farm, which featured a real log cabin serving as
a combination office and craft store.
Families headed out to pick out their own evergreen

tree, cut it down, and then bring it to the store to have
it wrapped for easy transport.
Because I had to get back to work to write the article

and select the photos to go with it, I didn’t get to do
enjoy the ride back with the group, but I treasure the
experience.
Although that was several years ago, I still remem-

ber the adventure and recall that memory whenever
I drive by the couple’s house, see horses, or go by a
Christmas tree farm.
Even though I was an adult then and doing that was
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At Monday’s Cass City Village Council meeting a
pair of community-minded fellows accepted ap-
pointments to the Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary Board.

Russ Biefer’s re-appointment is for a four-year
term effective Jan. 1. 2019 through Dec. 31, 2022,
while Steve Wright was appointed to complete the
term ending Jan. 2021 of retired trustee Frank
Kemp.

Village representatives noted their willingness to
serve is appreciated. 

**********       

Although the Chronicle office will be closed on
Christmas day next week, area subscribers should
still get the final issue of 2018 on Wednesday. Plans
are in the works to have our Dec. 26 issue ad-
dressed and at the local and surrounding post of-
fices by 6:00 a.m. to allow for same day deliver.

Merry Christmas, all. 

**********      

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson recently an-
nounced that this year’s Harvest Gathering cam-
paign at Secretary of State offices collected more
than 6,400 pounds of food and nearly $700.

“As always, our customers have been incredibly
generous to those in need and I’m pleased at how
many people helped their neighbors through the
Harvest Gathering program,” Johnson said. “Both
customers and staff have been so tremendously giv-
ing that I’m proud of what we have accomplished
in order to assist in our community.”

The Sparta office ranked first in food collection,
bringing in more than 4,000 pounds of food. The
West Branch office collected 180 pounds of food
and three Secretary of State buildings in Lansing
collected almost 500 pounds of food and nearly
$300. Collected items were distributed to local food
banks.

Harvest Gathering collection boxes were placed
in Secretary of State offices and state office build-
ings during the fall food drive. Customers also
mailed additional funds directly to the Food Bank
Council of Michigan.
The Secretary of State’s Office has participated in

the Harvest Gathering campaign since 1999. The
campaign is coordinated by the Food Bank Council
of Michigan, which supplies the state’s regional
food banks through donations of food and money.
The regional food banks serve food pantries, soup
kitchens and shelters in every Michigan county.

Statewide, the 2018 Michigan Harvest Gathering
campaign has so far collected more than $308,000
and 403,000 pounds of food, which translates to 2.2
million meals. For more information about Harvest
Gathering, visit the Food Bank Council of Michi-
gan website at www.fbcmich.org.
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The Cass City Chronicle reserves
the right to edit any and all copy
for content and size restrictions.
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with the Chronicle management
and staff.    Deadline for classi-
fied advertising is Monday, noon
and deadline for display advertis-
ing is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next
week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Let-
ters must include the writer’s name, address and
telephone number. The latter is in case it is neces-
sary to call for verification, but won’t be used in
the newspaper. Names will be withheld from pub-
lication upon request, for an adequate reason.  The
Chronicle reserves the right to edit letters for
length and clarity.
We will not publish thank you letters of a specific
nature, for instance, from a club thanking mer-
chants who donated prizes for a raffle.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will
gladly publish social news  free of
charge.  Social  news includes: en-
gagements, weddings, anniver-
saries, college graduations, birth
announcements and similar items.
There is a $4 fee to include a
photo.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Yes, Virginia, there 
is a Santa Claus
Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote a letter to the

editor of New York’s Sun, and the quick response was
printed as an unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. The
work of veteran newsman Francis Pharcellus Church
has since become history’s most reprinted newspaper
editorial, appearing in part or whole in dozens of lan-
guages in books, movies, and other editorials, and on
posters and stamps. We present it again to our readers
for their enjoyment.

Dear editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there
is no Santa Claus. Papa says, ‘If you see it in THE
SUN it’s so.’ Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa
Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-fifth St.

********************

VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do
not believe except [what] they see. They think that noth-
ing can be which is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or
children’s, are little. In this great universe of ours man
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared
with the boundless world about him, as measured by the
intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and
knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as cer-
tainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give to your life its highest
beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if
there were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if
there were no VIRGINIAS. There would be no childlike
faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this
existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in sense
and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills
the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not be-
lieve in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men to
watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch
Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that
neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s
no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive
or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unsee-
able in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes
the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man, nor even the united
strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and view and picture the super-
nal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIR-
GINIA, in all this world there is nothing else real and
abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, ten times
ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make
glad the heart of childhood

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Ronald Stejakowski, 61, Rich-
mond, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following his pleas
of guilty to charges of failure to
pay child support from Nov. 1,
2001, through Aug. 8, 2005, in
Caro, and to absconding or forfeit-
ing bond March 14, 2006, in Caro.

He was ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,266 in
the combined cases.

*Nicholas L. Klein, 29, Reese,
pleaded no contest to malicious
destruction of property (semi-trac-
tor trailer) totaling more than
$20,000 and reckless driving June
29 in Indianfields Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Axle L. Mattson, 27, Cass City,

was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $758 following his plea of
guilty to driving while his license
was suspended or revoked, and no
contest to attempted intimidation
of a witness. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony
convictions).

*Joseph R. Maglaya, 59, Caro,
pleaded no contest to one count of
criminal sexual conduct, third de-
gree, March 28, 2017, in Fremont
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was revoked and
the defendant was remanded to
the custody of the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Cody W. Collier, 21, Fairgrove,

pleaded no contest to charges of
carrying a weapon with unlawful
intent, possession of a firearm in
the commission of a felony, and
domestic violence, second of-
fense, Aug. 30 in Gilford Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $30,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Tamara A. Cummings, 47,
Caro, pleaded guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
April 10, 2017, in Elmwood
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Lawrence Alberts, Jr., 22, Caro,

pleaded no contest to charges of
assault with intent to do great bod-

ily harm less than murder, inter-
fering with electronic communi-
cations, unlawful imprisonment
and domestic violence, second of-
fense, May 6 in Novesta Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $70,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jeffrey E. Worden, 45, Fostoria,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
July 29, in Watertown Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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Suicide rates climbing; death
toll now 20 in Tuscola, Huron

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Suicide rates are increasing
across the nation, including in
Michigan’s Thumb region.

“Both the Huron and Tuscola
county health departments have
seen an increase in the number of
suicides,” said Ann Hepfer, who
serves as health officer for both
the Huron and Tuscola county
health departments.

So far this year, there have been
a combined 20 suicides in the two
counties, and the year isn’t over
yet.
“There have been seven in Huron

County, and there have been 13 in
Tuscola County,” said Hepfer.
“Two of those suicides in Huron
County happened just last week.”

In Huron County last year, there
were nine confirmed suicides.
Tuscola County officials reported
seven individuals who took their
own lives in 2017.
“The number — 20 so far — this

year shocked me. I talked to the
medical examiner, Russell Bush,
about the issue,” said Hepfer, not-
ing he didn’t seem surprised. “He
said the numbers are going up (na-
tionally), and there is an increase
in the numbers this time of year
(the holidays).”

A documentary on suicide was
shown in Thumb area schools last
week, and many believe the pre-
sentations came at an appropriate
time.

The suicide prevention documen-
tary “Do It For Daniel” was
shown free of charge at locations
in Huron and Tuscola counties.
The film is about high school all-
state athlete Daniel Olson, of Ish-
peming, who ended his life after a
lengthy battle with depression.
Outside of his family, few people
knew of Daniel’s suffering with
night terrors, crippling anxiety, in-
somnia and suicidal thoughts.

“This (documentary) is one of
the most powerful things you will
ever get to experience! Thank you
to Scott and Amy Galsterer
Cuthrell for bringing this life-sav-
ing event to the Thumb,” said
Owendale - Gagetown School
District Dean of Student and Be-
havior Coach Barbara Tilt.

“We had several students come
forward with their feelings after
the program. Some who said they
could relate to feeling the same
kind of depression that Daniel
did,” Tilt commented. “I believe
we need to have more programs
like this in the Thumb to help re-
move the stigma that surrounds
mental illness, like depression and
anxiety.”
In order to have as many students

as possible see the documentary
some schools partnered to share
the programs.

Bad Axe Junior-Senior High
School Principal Kurt Dennis, for
example, invited Owendale-Gage-
town students to watch the video
in his district.

“There needs to be a frank dis-
cussion on the issue of suicide.
Officers respond to many of these
types of calls in our county, and
the numbers are increasing,” said
Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent, who in late October re-
ported two suicide attempts in one
night – not an unusual occurrence
these days.

“Do it for Daniel brings that
issue out front and educates.
There is help available,” Skrent
said. “Help is always available.
You can even text for help. There
is the Crisis Text Line anyone can
use free of charge; just Text
741741 for help.”
According to the federal Centers

for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), the number of sui-
cides in the United States has
increased 33 percent in the last 20
years, with an age range of 10 to
74 years old among those who
have taken their own lives.
According to Hepfer, the life ex-

pectancy in the United States
dropped in 2017, and suicide and
drug overdoses are partly to
blame.
The average American could ex-

pect to live to 78.6 years old in
2017, which is down from 78.7
years in 2016.

It is a modest decline, but it
marks the third year that life ex-
pectancy has fallen, Hepfer
pointed out.

The national suicide help line is
800-273-8255.

Support just a phone call away

With Michigan’s individual income tax season beginning in late Jan-
uary, the Michigan Department of Treasury is asking taxpayers to take
a couple of actions now to ensure returns are processed promptly.

Taxpayers are encouraged to begin gathering tax-related documents
and updating their home addresses with current and previous employers
so W-2s and other financial documents can be mailed to the correct ad-
dress. Incorrect addresses typically lead to information being mailed to
the wrong location and could cause delays when filing tax returns.

“State income tax filing season seems like a long time away, but it will
be here before you know it,” said Deputy State Treasurer Glenn White,
head of the treasury’s Tax Administration Program. “Taxpayers who
prepare today are less likely to face processing delays.”
Other notable items for Michigan’s 2019 filing season (2018 tax year)

include:

*Beginning in January 2019, forms and instructions may be viewed
and downloaded from michigan.gov/taxes. In addition, commonly used
forms will continue to be available at treasury offices, most public li-
braries, northern Michigan post offices and Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services county offices.

*When tax season begins in late January, taxpayers can e-file their
state tax returns instead of mailing a paper return. To learn more, go to
mifastfile.org.

*Taxpayers may elect to use direct debit when e-filing their 2017 or
2018 tax returns. A direct debit is a tax payment the Michigan Treasury
Department electronically withdraws from the taxpayer’s bank account
using the bank information provided on the electronically filed return.
*State income tax filers have the option of making payments electron-

ically using the Michigan Department of Treasury’s e-Payments system.
Payments can be made by using, electronic payment (eCheck), credit
card or debit card.

*A taxpayer must file to claim a refund with the state Treasury De-
partment within four years from the date set for filing of the original
return. Individuals must file a 2014 Michigan Individual Income Tax
Return to receive their refund for that tax year.
Taxpayers who have been recent victims of identity theft are asked to

report their circumstances to the Michigan Treasury Department. Re-
porting identity theft helps thwart cybercriminals who attempt to file
and steal state tax refunds.

To learn the latest about state of Michigan taxes, go to www.michi-
gan.gov/taxes or follow the state treasury department on Twitter at
@MITreasury. Federal tax information is available at www.irs.gov.

Prepare now for tax time
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

A few Christmas
wishes on my list

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Schneeberger’s recognizes Collin
Hartwick as their choice for “Ath-
lete of the Week” award winner.
The senior guard has played a
major role in helping the Cass
City Red Hawk basketball team
get off to a 3-0 start. In the team’s
hoop opener, Hartwick scored a
game-high 21 points during a 46-
41 victory at Capac. Hartwick fol-
lowed his opening night
performance with a 13-point effort
in a 48-41 win over Sandusky.
Still, it was Hartwick’s all around
play against Caro in the annual M-
81 Clash game that stands out
most. Hartwick poured in 15
points, including Cass City’s final
two points at the foul line in a hard
fought 34-31 decision over the
Tigers. Hartwick nailed three treys
in the Red Hawks’ win and was
named the contest’s MVP for the
second straight year. Hartwick is
the son of Susie and Rob
Hartwick.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Roger Parrish and Bob Douglas,
local professional musicians from
Cass City, have just finished
recording a new CD album of new
original Christmas songs and 2 in-
strumental rhapsodies of celebra-
tion written and composed by
Parrish. The album is entitled
“Original Christmas Songs of
Roger Parrish and Bob Douglas”,
and features combined talents of
the 2 musicians. 
Cass City senior Adam Osentoski

took a trophy 10-point buck while
hunting east of town during the
2008 muzzleloader season.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Melanie S. Churchill, daughter of
Clarence and Thelma Churchill of
Cass City, has been named to the
dean’s list for the fall term at
Northwood University. The an-
nouncement was made by Dr.
Catherine Chen, dean of the col-
lege. 

Marsha M. Gucwa graduated
from Walsh College of Account-
ancy and Business Administra-
tion, Troy, in December with a

It’s been a considerable length of time since I visited Santa to share
my Christmas list, but that doesn’t mean I don’t take a few mental notes
of things I’d like to find wrapped up nice and neat and placed under my
tree.

Unfortunately, most of the items I’m thinking of these days can’t be
wrapped up and decorated with colorful paper and a bow, largely be-
cause they involve personal effort.

Still, it would be nice to at least consider how a few simple changes
(and who doesn’t like change?) might improve our outlook on life, not
to mention how we see our family, friends, neighbors – even the
strangers we’ve never met yet.
Okay, so I realize “peace on earth” is a pretty unrealistic goal in these

times – heck, I can’t even imagine peace in this country anytime soon
— but I wonder how many of our readers have any of the following on
their Christmas lists this year, too:
*I wish we would all spend far less time on cell phones, iPads, tablets,

etc., and more time talking to each other, face to face.  Facebook and
other social networking websites have many wonderful uses, but a se-
rious debate or discussion about anything isn’t one of them, in my opin-
ion.
And, frankly, those websites are frequently more trouble than they’re

worth, given the amount of false reports and downright hatred they at-
tract.  
*I wish folks would focus more on how grateful they should be for all

they have, rather than wasting time concentrating on and pursuing what
they don’t have but think they really need to make them happy.

I can’t count the number of times I’ve chased something I just had to
have, only to be disappointed by a “thing’s” inability to satisfy what I
really need in this life — and in the next.
*I wish it were easy to prioritize our lives in such a way that spending

more time keeping in touch with family members and friends always
trumps stressing about work and other issues that really aren’t going to
amount to a hill of beans in the end.

*I wish everyone would take another look at the wrongs committed
by others against them.  I’m talking about the wrongs that remain un-
forgiven, keeping those who were once close far apart now.  Time is
precious, folks, and if you’re really honest with yourself, you’ll agree
there’s no way to justify wasting even one second.

Besides, resentment is like cancer, not to mention a monstrous waste
of time and energy.
*I wish more Americans would set at least as much time aside thinking

about and praying for the men and women defending this nation in the
armed services as they do bickering and debating about politics and
every little thing that comes out of the mouth of politicians who
wouldn’t recognize true representation of “the people” if it slapped them
in the face.

*I wish we would all pray more.  About everything.  Period.
*I wish we would take the time to learn about the people we meet in

life, long before making all sorts of judgments about them.  I wonder
how many times I’ve done that and missed out on getting to know a re-
ally wonderful person.
*I wish we lived in a society where we could feel comfortable sticking

to our own beliefs and personal opinions, but at the same time listen to
those with differing views without resorting to name-calling and label-
ing those who disagree with us as haters.  Unfortunately, more and more
folks these days are determined to give various sins new names and
then try to convince everyone else that it’s okay to indulge, provided
enough people openly and vocally support it.
*I wish we could all put more effort into walking away from petty ar-

guments that keep us from focusing on what makes living in the Thumb
great: a sense of community that is all about caring, compassion and
working together for the good of everyone.
Finally, I wish all of our readers a really wonderful Christmas season.

Enjoy every moment with your loved ones and the spirit of giving this
time of year brings.

Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Mc-
Conkey of Cass City announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Linda Jean, to Norris C. Walters,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wal-
ters of Cass City. Miss McConkey
is a senior in the school of educa-
tion at Michigan State University.
Mr. Walters is employed by the
Department of State Police at
Ithaca, Mich. A summer wedding
is planned.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Mrs. Donelda Mclntyre, retiring
matron, gave her staff of officers,
each a vase with the Eastern Star
emblem. The chapter presented
her with a ring and Fostoria ware.
The installing officers were also
given gifts. Invocation was pro-
nounced by Rev. Mr. Morton, and
Mrs. John Ransyer and Mrs. John
Ross sang several selections. Re-
freshments were served to 80 per-
sons.

Mrs. DeEtte J. Mellendorf was
indeed surprised Saturday to re-
ceive a V-mail Christmas greeting
from Pvt. Lyle D. Ellis from Eu-
rope as no kind of word had been
received from him since last May.

Mr. and Mrs. John West enter-
tained the Grant-Elkland Grange
in their home Friday evening.
After the business meeting, five
girls, the Misses Jeanne Profit,
Yvonne Murphy, Betty Chapde-
laine, Mary Lee Tyo, and Eva Jane
Somes, of Glenn Wooster’s
speech class, gave a play. An ex-
change of Christmas gifts by
means of “A Christmas Grab Bag”
was enjoyed.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

John Zinnecker receipted a novel
Xmas gift this week, a box of lus-
cious oranges and lemons, freshly
picked by the hand of his daugh-
ter, Margaret, Mrs. Grover C.
Blades, at her home in Visalia,
California. 
Edward Beuhrley, in making the

trip from Camp Custer Monday
night, had the misfortune to miss
his train at Oxford and came on by
auto, reaching home in the middle
of the night. His furlough was
short and he returned Thursday.

Bachelor of Accountancy degree.
She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley S. Gucwa, Jr. of Port
Huron, and the granddaughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lubaczewski
of Gagetown and the late Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley S. Gucwa, Sr. of Bad
Axe. 

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

For Christmas this year, I would
like a Barbie doll and doll case,
ice skates, record player, and a
Sara doll. I will be waiting for
you, Santa, with cookies and milk.
Love, Christina Doerr

Dear Santa, I’m really excited
about Christmas this year. I’m 17
months old and would like some
new story books and a dump
truck. My old one is really getting
worn. This year, I have a new
baby brother, Daniel. He’s too lit-
tle to play with toys, so you can
bring him a new car seat, so he’ll
stay out of mine. Thanks, Rikki
Loeding.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

The homes of Mr. and Mrs. Lee
Robinson and Mr. and Mrs. May-
nard Helwig finished in a first
place tie in the Christmas lighting
contest sponsored by the Cass
City Chamber of Commerce.
They split the first place prize of
$100 and second place prize of
$50 in gift certificates. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Whittenberg
and Theo Hendrick had as Sunday
dinner guests, Mr. Hendrick’s sis-
ter, Mrs. Fannie Finkbeiner of
Owendale, and the latter’s daugh-
ter, Mrs. Evelyn Goslin, son Craig
and daughters, Charlene, Andrea
and Maria, of Gagetown. Mr. and
Mrs. George Fisher Sr. were after-
noon callers. 

50 YEARS AGO (1968)

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Iseler an-
nounce the birth of an eight
pound, 10-ounce daughter, Heidi
Kay born Dee. 12 in Caro Com-
munity Hospital. She joins a sister
Tamara at home. Grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. John Zinnecker and
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Iseler.
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News briefs
Free meals served in Caro
CARO — Each Wednesday, the Tuscola County Human Development
Commission hosts “Spoonfuls of Plenty,” which is a free meal.
The meals are served 3:30 to 6 p.m. at 429 Montague Ave., Caro. For

more information, call (989) 673-4121.

Babysitting class Dec. 28
CASS CITY – Hills and Dales General Hospital will host a babysitting
class Friday, Dec. 28, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Hills and Dales
Regional Education Center (the former Baker College campus), 6667
Main St., Cass City.

The class is designed to prepare students in grades six through eight
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching younger siblings or
babysitting. The instructor-led class features fun games and role-playing
exercises. Students even get to use manikins to practice rescue tech-
niques such as choking rescue and CPR.

The class fee is $20, and students should bring a lunch. For more in-
formation or to register, call (989) 912-6365.

Second AFM case in state
LANSING – The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) has been notified by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) that Michigan has a confirmed a second case of acute
flaccid myelitis (AFM) in 2018. The confirmed case is a child from
Oakland County.
The state’s first AFM case was confirmed Dec. 5 and involves a child

in Wayne County. Nine suspect cases of AFM in Michigan remain under
investigation.

The CDC had confirmed 158 cases of AFM in 36 states, mostly in
children. Despite increases in cases across the country since 2014, the
CDC estimates that less than one to two in a million children in the
United States will get AFM annually.
AFM is a rare but serious condition affecting the nervous system and

can cause the muscles and reflexes in the body to become weak. Most
patients report having a mild respiratory illness or fever consistent with
a viral infection before developing AFM.
The cause or trigger for AFM is not yet known. To help protect your-

self or your child from developing AFM, the CDC recommends getting
vaccinated against poliovirus, which is one of the viruses known to
cause AFM. Hand washing and avoiding close contact with people who
are sick is another standard recommendation.

For more information, visit the MDHHS Communicable Disease In-
formation and Resources website or CDC.gov/AFM.

Electronic notarization set
LANSING — Electronic notarization will be allowed under legislation
Gov. Rick Snyder signed last week.

“This legislation is a great step toward increasing convenience, uni-
formity, and efficiency for Michiganders, bringing this process into the
21st Century,” Snyder said.

Senate Bills 664 and 996-999, sponsored by state Sens. Peter Mac-
Gregor, Wayne Schmidt, and Curtis Hertel (999), revises current law to
allow notary publics and their customers to use modern technology to
conduct transactions that require notarization. The bills are now PAs
360-364.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery 
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 Tuscola County officials working 
to secure services for jail inmates

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The challenge of securing mental
health services for jail inmates in
the Thumb hasn’t spread beyond
the Tuscola County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

The cutback in mental health
services made available to the
Tuscola County Jail by Tuscola
Behavioral Health Services
(TBHS) stems from a letter sent to
Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent, stating TBHS has been
forced to limit services and is un-
able to accept new psychiatric re-
ferrals at this time.

“Unfortunately, we currently do
not have psychiatric capacity to
take on additional cases under our
current letter of agreement,”
TBHS Chief Executive Officer
Sharon Beals stated in the letter to
Skrent.
Currently, TBHS is already serv-

ing 24 Tuscola inmates, and serv-
ice provided to those individuals
will continue.

So far, it’s business as usual in
Huron County, according to Sher-
iff Kelly Hanson.

“I became aware of Tuscola’s
predicament Tuesday while read-
ing about it on a Michigan Sher-
iffs’ Association information

network. This morning (Wednes-
day), it just so happened that we
had a monthly Huron County Law
Enforcement meeting here at the
jail, which included representa-
tives of Huron Behavioral Health
being in attendance,” Hanson
said.

“I inquired with them about the
situation in Tuscola, hoping this
wasn’t on the horizon for us, or
something that could be the start
of a trend across the state with the
mental health departments,” he
added. “I was advised by them
that they knew nothing of it, nor
did they think it’d be a problem
(here).
According to Hanson, there is no

issue related to Huron County in-
mates receiving medical and men-
tal health services.

In Tuscola County, Beals said
TBHS is unable to accept any new
referrals until further notice.
“Once some of the existing cases

close and there is an increase in
availability in our psychiatrist’s
schedule, we will once again be
able to accept new referrals,” she
said.

Because of limited capacity, the
agency’s focus must be on serving
individuals that it is mandated to
serve under the Medicaid Man-
aged Specialty Supports and Serv-
ices Community Agreement with
Mid-State Health Network and
grant agreement with the Michi-
gan Department of Health and
Human Services, Beals explained. 
“The agency is at its limit. It can-

not take on any more with psychi-
atric issues,” said Tuscola County
Controller Mike Hoagland, adding
Skrent is scrambling to find an-
other agency to provide those
services. “It is going to be a costly
venture to find an alternative, but
we have to start looking.”
Skrent and Jail Administrator Lt.

Brian Harris are looking at op-
tions, but their time is limited to
research other alternatives.

Continued from page one.

Greenleaf lawsuit amended

In late November, the township’s
attorney, Robert Seibert of Clinton
Township, filed a response in
Sanilac County Circuit Court on
behalf of his clients.

However, he declined to com-
ment on the suit.

“I do not discuss pending litiga-
tion with anyone but my clients. A
lawsuit has been filed and I’m de-
fending it,” said Seibert. “There is
no court date set, and the judge
has not set any conference dates as
the case goes on.

“When we get a status confer-
ence date, we will talk to the judge
on how it will proceed,” he added.
“The case is in its infancy stage.”

According to Ellison, the focus
of the lawsuit is on township offi-
cials allegedly failing to conduct
township business in a public
forum, not
properly closing meetings with
the required two-thirds vote, vio-
lating closed session rules, and
making decisions via private con-
sensus.
“The response their attorney filed

acknowledged four of the Open
Meetings Act violations (accusa-
tions),” said Ellison. “The viola-
tions were regarding open
transparency.”
And, the issue of conducting de-

liberations regarding an attorney
they hired in closed session is now
being called into question.

“In an interesting twist, the law-
suit we filed might be technically
inaccurate,” Ellison said. “Our al-
legation was that when they hired
the lawyer for their federal law-
suit, it was done in closed session,
but technically that is not accu-
rate. Apparently, it was done…
behind closed doors. Not even in
a closed session, which is even
more illegal.”

A review of two years’ worth of

township minutes failed to reveal
a record of deliberations to hire
the law firm of Dalton and Tomich
PLC during an open meeting for
the federal lawsuit, according to
Ellison, who contends the board’s
decision to hire that law firm is in-
valid.

Because of that, Ellison filed an
amended complaint adding two
more counts against the township
for allegedly violating the Open
Meetings Act.

The township’s attorney has not
yet responded to the amended
complaint.

“What is troubling to me, is the
township is violating the law
when they are supposed to be the
body that makes the laws,” Ellison
said. “They expect their citizens to
follow the law, and yet they don’t
follow the state law that governs
them.”

Toner is demanding a jury trial
and asking that the court hold
Keller personally liable for actual
and exemplary damages. He’s re-
questing a minimum $500 in puni-
tive damages from Keller and the
township.
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JAWORSKI, a veteran educator of 19 years – 18 in

the Cass City School District – is pictured above

during an interview after being presented with an

Excellence in Education award from the Michigan

Lottery.

Lottery officials honor local educator

my assignment in this district. The
principal has so much confidence
in Mrs. Jaworski’s ability to help
kids.  I have heard him say ‘I’m
not worried; Tracey will get him
(or her) on track.’
“She makes it look easy to work

with children with difficult behav-
iors while simultaneously educat-
ing a full classroom of
kindergartners. It is not easy and
she knows exhaustion, but she
knows her efforts are worth it for
her children.”
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Har-

tel agreed Jaworski is a stand-out
educator who has a gift for com-
municating with her students that
she cares about them. “If I could
describe Tracey in one (sen-
tence)…she’s a kind person,” he
said.

“Tracey has always been that
top-notch teacher that goes above
and beyond,” Hartel added. “I
can’t say enough good things
about her. She’s prepared, she’s
thorough, she’s knowledgeable,
and we’re just thrilled for her to
win this recognition.”
Jaworski earned a bachelor’s de-

gree and a master’s degree in ele-
mentary education from Saginaw
Valley State University. She has
been an educator for 19 years, in-
cluding the past 18 with the Cass
City Public Schools.

Outstanding public school edu-
cators may be nominated for an
Excellence in Education award at
http://bit.ly/ExcellenceInEduca-
tion.

Excellence in Education award
nominees are evaluated on the fol-
lowing criteria:

*Excellence – Their work con-
sistently helps students and/or
their schools or school districts
advance to higher levels of aca-
demic achievement.
*Dedication – They consistently

go above and beyond expectations
to help students succeed.

*Inspiration – Their work in-
spires others around them to ex-
ceed expectations either

Continued from page one. academically or professionally.
*Leadership – They demonstrate

clear leadership skills in their po-
sitions with their school or school
districts.

*Effectiveness – The nominee’s

work has clear and positive results
on the educational advancement
of students within the school or
school district.

Editor Tom Montgomery con-
tributed to this report.

School sets bidding dates for projects
Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.
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in school Supt. Jeff Hartel’s office
at Cass City Junior-Senior High
School.

The school board is expected to
award contracts for masonry, car-
pentry, mechanical and electrical
components of the work during its
next regular monthly meeting,
Monday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m.

Cass City voters overwhelming
supported a proposed $8.68 mil-
lion bond extension proposal last
spring, paving the way to generate
enough funding for a number of
upgrades designed to provide stu-
dents with a safer, more secure
and energy efficient learning en-
vironment.
In a nutshell, voters agreed to an

extension of an existing three-mill
tax that originally raised money
capital improvement projects at
what is now Cass City Elementary
School. That tax is slated to expire
in 2021 but will now be levied for
additional 15 years, with the pro-
ceeds going towards repairs and
upgrades to the high school as
well as the elementary building.

School officials, meanwhile, ex-
pect to tackle a variety of projects
both inside and outside of the dis-
trict’s aging buildings, including
the high school, which was built
in 1966. The district’s newest
building – the former middle
school, now Cass City Elementary
School – was constructed about
20 years ago.

The bond extension will generate
funding in three increments, and
the work will be completed over
the next five to six years, accord-
ing to Hartel, who said officials
will, as promised, start with instal-
lation of an updated heating and
cooling system at the high school.

“We’re also putting in new en-
trances at the high school and ele-
mentary school,” Hartel noted. He
explained the entrance work will
actually involve renovations that
create a funnel of sorts from the
front doors directly to the offices
that all visitors will have to use in
the future. “It’s just another layer
of security.”

Other projects planned at the
high school over the next few

years include upgrading technol-
ogy; upgrading electrical service
along with the fire alarm and
clock systems; and renovating sci-
ence labs and restrooms. Funding
will also go towards band instru-
ment storage, classroom and art
room casework, STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) lab and classroom
furniture.

In the elementary building, up-
grades will also target the heat-
ing/air condition/ventilation
system, including replacement of
boilers; electrical service, parking
lot paving and playground equip-
ment.
Parking lot paving is planned for

the district’s preschool as well, as
are bus loop paving and restroom
upgrades.

As for the first round of construc-
tion projects, school officials
noted the junior-senior high
school building will be virtually
closed during the summer months,
with the exception of some offices
and the kitchen, which has a sep-
arate entrance.

was set at 18.1387 mills, un-
changed from the past several
years. Other revenue sources in-
clude property taxes, state-shared
revenues, user fees, utilities fees,
and federal, state and local grants.

Next year’s proposed general
fund budget represents a planned
spending increase. The 2018
budget was $4.4 million, and the
2019 budget has been set at more
than $5 million.

The village’s spending strategy
calls for a six-year transportation
improvement plan of $548,000, of
which $390,000 is slated for local
streets, which would allow for im-
provements in all areas of the vil-
lage as well as reconstruction of
Hill Street for hospital traffic.
The budget plan also includes in-

vesting $313,400 in water service
improvements next year, includ-
ing replacing some water mains
and lines and a valve turner, with
$85,000 earmarked for water
tower repairs and upgrades.

Turning to other business Mon-
day, trustees entered into a lease

agreement with the Cass City
Chamber of Commerce for office
space at the Cass City Municipal
Building, with monthly rent of
$100 that includes all utilities and
Wi-Fi service, for a term of five
years.

Also during the 90-minute ses-
sion, the council received, ap-
proved and filed letters of
resignation from Carl Palmateer
and Nancy Barrios from the Tus-
cola Area Airport Authority
Board. They will be replaced by
new Village President Dan Dela-

marter and new Trustee Don Ball.
Cass City’s membership in the air-
port authority has been a point of
contention in the past due to the
$9,300 the village spends annually
to be part of the organization.

Before adjournment, Powell an-
nounced the village has received a
$25,000 check from the Pinney
Foundation for the construction of
a splash pool Cass City Recre-
ational Park. The project’s price
tag is estimated $200,000, and
fundraising efforts are underway
way.

Village changes health care plan


