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Board rates school chief Hartel “highly effective”

A MEMBER of the Harlem Wizards schools Cass

City fifth grader Joey Bean, 11, in the art of spin-

ning a basketball on one finger during last week’s

appearance by the group in town during a

fundraiser sponsored by the Cass City Red Hawk

PTO, which reported ticket sales of 540, raising a

little over $3,000 in the process.

CASS CITY’S Christmas in the Village celebration was a hit with the crowds

that poured into the village to enjoy some holiday fun Saturday. Above, Deb

Dressler (at right in top photo) of Thumb Bank and Trust serves up some chili

to Anna Bagnall and Ian Habicht, both of Cass City; Steve DeLong (left) fills

cups with hot bean soup, with the assistance of Cass City exchange student

Savina Terpe of Germany, during the community gathering; and Melody Mc-

Dermott, 6, daughter of Amanda McDermott, Cass City, shares her Christmas

list with Santa. 

School officials set to
meet with contractor
to discuss bond work

Break-in suspect

faces final date

for a plea deal

What’s next?

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Educa-
tion offered local school Supt. Jeff
Hartel a strong vote of confidence

during a rescheduled monthly
meeting last week.

Following an annual job per-
formance evaluation, the board
rated Hartel as being “highly ef-
fective” – the highest grade possi-

ble — in the job he’s held for
nearly nine years now. It was a
step up for the veteran administra-
tor, who has received ratings of
“effective” in the past.

As a result, the board again ap-

proved a resolution extended Har-
tel’s three-year revolving contract
by one year.

Michigan law requires local and
intermediate school district boards
of education to evaluate school su-
perintendents each year. Boards
must then assign the administrator
a rating of highly effective, effec-
tive, minimally effective or inef-
fective, taking into account a
variety of measures, including stu-
dent growth and assessment data.

Hartel indicated he was very
pleased with the board’s rating.

“They were happy with the di-
rection the district is going,” he
said. Hartel pointed out, however,
that the positive things happening
in the district are the direct result
of many factors, including a solid
school board and skilled adminis-
trators and teachers, as well as
parents and students who all share
the same mission. “So, it’s a team
effort.”

Over the past year, district offi-
cials have achieved several goals,
including securing a new teachers

contract and voter approval last
spring of a proposed $8.68 million
bond extension proposal – by a
margin of more than two to one –
to fund a host of capital improve-
ment projects and upgrades over
the next few years.
But that’s not all.
School officials found them-

selves in an academic spotlight
last fall following the results of
the SAT college entrance exam
taken by last year’s high school
juniors – now seniors. Those re-
sults showed the Cass City High
School Class of 2019 posted the
highest composite score among all
neighboring school districts in
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac coun-
ties.

The district’s younger students
also flexed some academic muscle
on the M-STEP (Michigan Stu-
dent Test of Educational Progress)
– also taken last spring, with local
students topping both county and
state average scores in nearly
every subject and category. Over-

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials will be meeting with the district’s general
contractor later this month to discuss the first in a series of construction
projects that will be funded by a voter-approved millage extension over
the next few years.
Representatives of R and D Development were scheduled to meet with

the board of education last month, but a snowstorm canceled the gath-
ering.
Company officials are now scheduled to attend the board’s next regular

meeting, which has been rescheduled from Monday, Dec. 24, to Mon-
day, Dec. 17, starting at 7 p.m. due to the Christmas holiday.
Cass City voters overwhelmingly supported a proposed $8.68 million

bond extension proposal last spring, paving the way to generate enough
funding for a number of upgrades designed to provide students with a
safer, more secure and energy efficient learning environment.

In a nutshell, voters agreed to an extension of an existing three-mill
tax that originally raised money for capital improvement projects at
what is now Cass City Elementary School. That tax is slated to expire
in 2021 but will now be levied for additional 15 years, with the proceeds
going towards repairs and upgrades to the high school as well as the el-

Please turn to page 6.

Local units of government grappling
with Michigan’s new marijuana law

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Local government officials in the Thumb are seeking guidance on what
to do about Michigan’s newly-passed state law legalizing recreational
use of marijuana.

On Nov. 6, voters approved Proposal 1 – which made it legal to use

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City woman charged in
the break-in of the Quaker Maid
Dairy Store in Cass City last Feb-
ruary, and the attempted break-in
of the same business a month
later, will face a trial in early 2019
if her case isn’t resolved via a plea
bargain agreement this month.
Sonya L. Teller, 45, of Cass City,

is charged with breaking and en-
tering a building with intent to
commit larceny, possession of
burglar’s tools, larceny of $1,000
to $20,000, conspiracy to commit
breaking and entering, attempted
breaking and entering, larceny in
a building and conspiracy to com-
mit larceny in a building.

In an unrelated case, she also
faces a charge of obtaining money
by false pretenses.
Teller has until Monday, Dec. 10,

to accept any plea agreement of-
fers made by the Tuscola County
Prosecutor’s Office. If she fails to
do so, she faces a tentative trial
date of Jan. 8, according to court
officials.

Revolving door leaves four
Ubly Council seats vacant

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Keeping track of representatives on the Ubly Village Council over the
last year has been like trying to follow the classic Abbott and Costello
comedy routine of “Who’s on First, What’s on Second, and I Don’t
Know’s on Third.”

According to a recent legal notice, Ubly Village officials have been
soliciting “letters of interest” from candidates interested in filling four
open council seats. The deadline to apply was Monday, Dec. 3.

Clerk Barb Butch was not available for comment by press time.

Please turn to page 7.
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CASS CITY students in grades seven, eight and nine recently competed in an

annual spelling bee sponsored by the Cass City Knights of Columbus Council

8892, and the winners were (left to right) Vaughn Severance (first place), Lucas

Sheridan (second place), Mia Wright (third place), Ellie Perkins (fourth place)

and Robert Krueger (fifth place). K of C officials presented each of them with

$8 McDonald’s gift cards and Cass Theatre passes.

Cass City’s top spellers...

JJOOIINN UUSS!!  
HHiillllss && DDaalleess AAuuxxiilliiaarryy 

AAnnnnuuaall CChhrriissttmmaass    
BBaakkee SSaallee                                   

&& SSiilleenntt AAuuccttiioonn 

FFrriiddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 77 
6:30 a.m. until items are gone 

 
FFrroonntt LLoobbbbyy aatt HHiillllss && DDaalleess 

Tyler and Elisabeth Perry an-
nounce the birth of their daughter,
Charlotte Joy. She was born No-
vember 23 in Las Vegas, and was
7 lbs., 20 inches long. 

Grandparents are Randy & Joy
Perry, Cass City, and Nathan &
Jennifer Pierpont, Kalamazoo. 

Great-grandparents are Bruce &
Dawn Giehl, Fredericktown,
Ohio; Kenneth & Jane Pierpont,
Litchfield; Jim & Geri Perry, Cass
City; and Marilyn Quick, Cass
City. Great-great grandmother is
Mary Boucher, Mount Vernon,
Ohio. 

Charlotte Perry

Teller’s co-defendant in the Quaker Maid Dairy Store case, RC L.
Smith, 43, Cass City, was ordered to serve two to 20 years behind bars
during his sentencing in Tuscola County Circuit Court in July. He was
also ordered to pay court costs and fines totaling $394 plus restitution
of $1,985.
Smith pleaded no contest in July to felony charges of breaking and en-

tering a building with intent to commit larceny, possession of burglar’s
tools and larceny of $1,000 to $20,000.
Under a plea agreement, prosecutors agreed to dismiss charges of con-

spiracy to commit breaking and entering, attempted breaking and en-
tering, larceny in a building and conspiracy to commit larceny in a
building.

In addition to the charges stemming from the burglary and attempted
burglary, Smith was convicted of being an habitual offender (having
two previous felony convictions).

The investigation unfolded after police were alerted to a “smash and
grab” burglary at Quaker Maid during the early morning hours of Feb.
26. Cass City Police Chief Craig Haynes reported the suspects allegedly
used a blunt object to smash the glass in the front door of the business,
then entered the building, grabbed an undisclosed amount of cash and
fled.
About one month later, during the early morning hours of March 27,

business owner Kareem Khoury discovered a second burglary attempt,
although the culprits were unable to gain entry through a glass door be-
fore fleeing the scene.

Continued from page one.

Defendant faces final plea date
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Not lost, just bewildered

I consider myself like the great American trailblazer
Davey Crockett. Davey was never lost during his
wilderness treks, but I heard he was sometimes be-
wildered for three to four months at a time.
He must have enjoyed scenic routes, too.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The first Michigan road map was published 192
years ago on Jan. 28, 1826.

I bet the person who invented and published that
road map is still trying to refold it back to its original
accordion-style shape.

I personally hate maps. I dislike them not only be-
cause I cannot fold them back into their original
shape, but also because they are generally impossible
for me to read.
I have no sense of direction. North, south, east, and

west mean nothing to me outside of being acceptable
four-letter words.

To me, road maps and dictionaries operate on the
same principle. When using a dictionary, you have to
have a pretty good idea how the word is spelled be-
fore you can look it up. And when using a map, you
have to have an idea where you are. Like, what good
are they?

Nowadays there are electronic navigation systems
in vehicles and devices that can supposedly guide
you from one location to another. That is all fine and
good if you know how to use them. I’m still fighting
with trying to set the clock in my van from the last
time change.
To help figure out directions, I’ve devised my own

system that works pretty well. I use it on a map I have
that folds in half instead of like an accordion.
On that map I drew a picture of sun glasses to indi-

cate north. I drew a picture of a wedding ring to in-
dicate west, a big dot to indicate a mole I have on my
right arm (east), and shoes to mean south.
After unfolding the map, I line up the hands on my

watch with the position of the sun and follow the
shadow to the mole on my wrist. This determines
north. I position my body with the sunglass picture
for south. All of the other directions fall into place
(trust me).

My system has always helped me find a crossroad
I recognized to get me home. It is infallible. Well…
almost infallible. It does have a few minor flaws. It
doesn’t always work on rainy or cloudy days, and it
takes a while to readjust calculations when there are
time changes from Eastern Standard Time or Day-
light Savings Time. It sometimes takes up to four
months to get the calculations down after each time
switch.
Anyway, my journalist endeavors have me traveling

to various locations around the Thumb. One such
jaunt took me to Hollywood and Vine in beautiful
downtown Silverwood.
Using my directional guidance system, it only took

just a little over three hours to get there and back. I
was so proud of myself.  On a second trip to the com-
munity, I was able to shave about 30 minutes off my
travel time by going a little different route.

However, my happiness was short-lived. A know-
it-all truck driver friend of mine said it should have
taken me no longer than about 40 to maybe 45 min-
utes to get there and about the same time to get back.
He even had the audacity to scoff at my wedding
ring, sunglasses, mole method of directions.

Older drivers facing
challenges at home?
If you have an aging driver in the household, you’re not

alone. In Michigan, drivers age 65 and older represent
the fastest growing segment of the state’s population.

To highlight the issues surrounding aging drivers, Sec-
retary of State Ruth Johnson is urging residents to ob-
serve “Older Driver Safety Awareness Week,” Dec. 3-7.
This nationally-recognized event has been organized to
promote the understanding of the mobility and trans-
portation issues that affect older adults, such as how to
assist drivers who can still drive safely and how to pre-
vent transportation concerns from becoming a barrier
that keep seniors isolated at home.
“Everyone knows how difficult it is to bring up the sub-

ject of driving with an older loved one,” Johnson said.
“But, as painful as it can be, it is important that the topic
be addressed.”

Starting this Monday, residents were invited to explore
a different topic each day related to aging and driving,
with their family, friends and professionals in their com-
munity:

*Monday, Dec. 3: Identifying changes that can affect
driving.

*Tuesday, Dec. 4: Family conversations.
*Wednesday, Dec. 5: Screening and evaluations with an

occupational therapist.
*Thursday, Dec. 6: Equipment that can empower driv-

ers.
*Friday, Dec. 7: Taking changes in stride.
Johnson recommends that older drivers, families and

friends begin the discussion by visiting the state’s Safe
Drivers Smart Options: Keys to Lifelong Mobility website
at www.michigan.gov/agingdriver.

The Safe Drivers Smart Options website is a statewide
response to the need for information on this important
and challenging subject. It was developed through a col-
laboration of public and private agencies as a much-
needed strategy to promote safety and mobility for
Michigan’s aging adults.
Recognized for excellence by the American Association

of Motor Vehicle Administrators, the website provides ac-
cessible information and resources for drivers, their fam-
ilies and the professionals who work with them. Among
the website’s many resources are:
*Older driver self-assessment driving tools and videos.
*Links to driver refresher courses and other community

supports for older drivers.
*Information about how medications and health prob-

lems may affect driving and lists of resources available
to drivers once they stop driving.
*Strategies for initiating conversations about when and

how to transition to a non-driving lifestyle.
*Procedures for referring an unsafe driver for a driver

reexamination.
*Information about the aspects of aging and how best

to interact with older residents for audiences such as law
enforcement, healthcare and other professionals.

“Michigan has great information and resources avail-
able for older drivers and their families through the Safe
Drivers Smart Options website,” Johnson said. “Just
knowing there is help available can make the daunting
task of tackling this issue that much easier.”

For more information and resources about aging driv-
ers, visit the Safe Drivers Smart Options website.
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Over the weekend, Lyle Severance, Technology
Director, Cass City Public Schools, reports four
junior high and three high school RoboHawks
teams traveled to CrosLex to compete in their VEX
VRC tournament. All seven teams made it to the
elimination rounds, boasts Severance, with six
teams making it to the quarterfinals and three teams
making it to the semifinals and one team making it
to the finals. 
In a great finals match, team Sr RoboHawks - Ma-

roon (SRHM) won as part of an alliance with
Rochester Hills Christian Schools and now will
compete at the State Competition at MSU on Feb-
ruary 16th. SRHM team members are Mariah Mel-
lendorf, Vaughn Severance and Kevin Estrella.
SRHM  also won the Excellence Award which is
the highest award presented in the VEX Robotics
Competition. This award is presented to a team that
exemplifies overall excellence in creating a high
quality VEX Robotics program.
Our next local competition is this Saturday at

Carom, says Lyle. Call him at 989-872-2148 for
more details. 

********** 
The Cass City Lions Club 50/50 raffle Saturday

during the Christmas in the Village celebration
earns some lucky winner $326.50 in cash.

If you are the holder of blue ticket number
345199, contact club member Eric Brown at
Thumb Bank and Trust in Cass City to collect your
prize. His number is 989-872-4311. 

**********
Nearly a year ago, Amy Cuthrell wrote for a grant

to bring mental health awareness to both Huron and
Tuscola county families.  Since the grant was
awarded, she had worked closely with renowned
Ishpeming varsity football coach Jeff Olsen.   The
Olsen family lost their son Daniel six years ago to
depression.  Jeff will be visiting the Thumb for the
first time this week and has multiple presentations
over the span of five days. 

“Do It For Daniel” is a movie based on the true
story of Daniel Olson, an all-state athlete from Ish-
peming High School in rural Ishpeming, Michigan.
Daniel was an overachiever and all around great
guy who loved to help people. He was devoted to
his family and friends, and was a beloved member
of the community.  Daniel suffered from Depres-
sion and Anxiety. On July 19, 2012, Daniel Olson
ended his life after a lengthy battle with depres-
sion.  His father & football coach, Jeff, speaks to
students and parents around the state about Mental
Health Awareness.  
If you would like to hear his message, Jeff will be

in Cass City, Ubly and Caro on Thursday, Dec, 6.
If you would like more information, or have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Cuthrell
by emailing:  acuthrell6@gmail.com or calling
989-670-8238.

**********     
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson celebrated that

now two out of every three Michigan adults have
committed to giving the gift of life by joining the
Michigan Organ Donor Registry.

“More than 5 million Michigan residents have
made a promise to those awaiting a life-changing
transplant,” Johnson said. “That’s a truly marvelous
gift and I want to thank everyone who has signed
up. We have made incredible strides, and yet, there
is still more to do. I encourage anyone who has not
yet signed up to do so. Every signature makes sav-
ing a life possible.”

“We are thrilled at the continuing increase in the
number of Michigan residents who choose to save
and improve lives by signing up to be donors,” said
Dorrie Dils, CEO of Gift of Life Michigan, the
state’s organ and tissue donation program. “We
thank the secretary of state and all of the staff who
are on the frontline of this critical mission. People
who join the Donor Registry give hope to the more
than 3,100 people in our state awaiting a life-saving
organ transplant and the tens of thousands more
who will benefit from a tissue transplant.”

“Eversight is delighted 66 percent of Michigan
residents have joined the donor registry,” said
David Bosch, president of Eversight, an organiza-
tion responsible for recovering, evaluating and pro-
viding human eye tissue for transplantation and
research. “We are proud to have worked with the
Secretary of State and our donation partners to
reach this landmark moment.”

Every donor has the ability to save up to eight
lives through organ donation and improve up to 75
more through cornea and tissue donation.
Anyone can join the Michigan Organ Donor Reg-

istry, regardless of age or medical history. Go to
www.michigan.gov/organdonation, call 866-500-
5801 or visit any Secretary of State office to sign
up. About 85 percent of people who sign up do so
through Secretary of State offices.
For more information on organ, eye and tissue do-

nation, visit www.giftoflifemichigan.org/ or
www.eversightvision.org/.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Delanie S. Koteles, 23, Flint,
was sentenced to 180 days in the
county jail following his plea of
guilty to charges of retail fraud,
first degree, and conspiracy to
commit retail fraud, first degree,
July 14, 2017, in Caro.

Koteles was also placed on pro-
bation for 18 months and ordered
to pay court costs and fines total-
ing $1,326 plus restitution of
$3,221.69 and attorneys fees of
$500.

*James M. Domanski, 51, Caro,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
and 18 months probation follow-
ing his plea of no contest to as-
sault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) June 5 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $258 plus resti-
tution of $1,250.

*Tyler J. Terbush, 18, Vassar,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 36 months probation follow-
ing his pleas of guilty to two
counts of receiving and conceal-
ing stolen firearms and one count
each of larceny of a firearm and
possession of a firearm in the
commission of a felony June 6 in
Reese.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,144 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Bradford D. Quick, 36, Caro,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no con-
test to carrying a concealed
weapon Dec. 17, 2017, in Caro.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $508 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Terry D. Collins, 47, Clinton
Township, pleaded no contest to
conspiracy to commit retail fraud,
first degree, Oct. 5, 2015, in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was con-
tinued at $8,000 and the defendant

was remanded to the custody of
the sheriff’s department. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.
*Leonel A. Martinez-Munoz, 26,

Dallas, Texas, pleaded no contest
to charges of committing a mov-
ing violation – causing serious im-
pairment, possession of an open
intoxicant in a motor vehicle, and
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor July
31 in Cass City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $1,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Johnathan M. Ward, 24,
Millington, pleaded guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle with a
high BAC (blood alcohol con-
tent), third offense, June 9 in Vas-
sar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Robert V. Pratt, 63, Millington,

pleaded no contest to assault with
a dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) and assaulting, resisting
or obstructing a police officer
June 7, 2017, in Watertown Town-
ship.

In separate cases, he pleaded no
contest to assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer May
13, 2017, in Tuscola Township,
and to absconding or forfeiting
bond. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).

Pre-sentence investigations were
ordered, bond was set at $25,000
in each case and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of
the sheriff’s department. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*Roy J. Klinesmith, 55, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail,
with worksite privileges, follow-
ing his plea of no contest to as-
sault with intent to do great bodily
harm less than murder July 16 in
Indianfields Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

Aside from jail time, he was or-
dered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $258.
*Amanda M. Jackson, 31, Sebe-

waing, was sentenced to 90 days
in jail following her plea of no
contest to larceny of food valued
at $1,000 to $20,000 Sept. 16,
2017, in Unionville. She was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

In addition to jail time, she was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $506.

*Daryl L. Damm, 28, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, following his
plea of guilty to possession of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) Aug. 1 in
Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $858 plus attor-
neys fees of $100.

THE HURON County Sheriff’s Department took advantage of the area’s first

winter storm to conduct an airboat training session in winter conditions early

last week. The exercises included taking the department’s 20-foot airboat out

on Wild Fowl Bay.

Deputies take advantage of storm
to conduct training with airboat

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Thumb’s first winter storm
of the season closed schools and
government offices early last
week, but the cold and snow
didn’t deter Huron County Sher-
iff’s deputies from an airboat
training exercise on Saginaw Bay.

The training exercise was held
Monday in Huron County’s
McKinley Township, at the Filion
Road Public Access Site at Wild
Fowl Bay.

“The training had been sched-
uled a couple of weeks ago, and
was one of at least three yearly ex-
ercises,” Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson said. “However,
(the) snow storm and windy con-
ditions never postponed the train-
ing, because days and nights like
(these) are the types of conditions
that the airboat is typically called

out in.”
The department’s 20-foot boat’s

primary use is on Saginaw Bay off
the shores of both Huron and Tus-
cola counties, a region located in
somewhat sheltered areas of
marsh, or on the ice.
Hanson said last week’s exercise

“consisted of round table discus-
sion, going over the boat and its
systems, and actual hands-on ex-
perience in the conditions.
“This important area rescue asset

was specifically built for harsh
winter operations, and was put in
service in February of 2016,” he
noted. “It replaced a smaller,
weaker Everglades-type boat that
we operated for around 17 years
prior.”

The current airboat was pur-
chased through a cooperative
grant-writing effort involving the
Huron and Tuscola county sher-
iff’s departments. The vessel is

owned, operated and maintained
by the Huron County Sheriff’s
Department.
“Tuscola, however, has assigned

two deputies who are very active
in the on-call program,” Hanson
pointed out. “Another very impor-
tant partner in this program is the
Caseville Fire Department.
They’ve allowed us to store our
different airboats in their hall year
around for many years. They’ve
also supplied the vast majority of
logistics during emergency re-
sponses of the airboats over the
last eight years.”
Hanson indicated the new airboat

has already proven to be an in-
valuable piece of equipment.
“During the 2017-18 winter sea-

son, the boat responded to five or
six incidents between our coun-
ties, with one of them being a dou-
ble drowning off of Rose Island in
early February of this year.”
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when I was the director, Steve Er-
ickson was on the EDC Board,
which made him my boss. Now,
we will be co-workers.”

McLoskey says he feels his dif-
ferent work
experiences
have pro-
vided him
with a vari-
ety of skills
that will
serve him
well in the
future.

As Mike
G r e e n
leaves of-
fice, his son, Phil, will continue
the tradition of public service.

“I will still do some volunteer
work with Phil, who is our new
state rep. I think Phil will do a
great job in Lansing,” he said.
As Green’s and McLoskey’s pub-

lic service wind down in Decem-
ber, McLoskey will have worked
for Green for 7.5 years as a district
representative.

“I have deeply enjoyed working
with a wide variety of people from
Tuscola, Bay and Lapeer counties
for the last four years, and with
constituents from Huron and Sani-
lac counties during the first four
years of Mike’s term,” McLoskey
said.
“Every day of work was different

from the day before. Mike was the
best boss to work for and to work
with.”

In October, Tuscola County
Commissioners approved creating
a land bank.
“Having a land bank will help the

county market foreclosed, con-
taminated, blighted or abandoned
properties,” county Controller
Mike Hoagland explained at the
time, noting approval was only a
preliminary first step in forming a
land bank.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Okay, I admit it, I
have a problem...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Ubly native and avid model train
collector Kevin Gracey and his
wife, Diane, were busy Saturday
setting up one of Kevin’s displays
at Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in Cass City. The festive
scene, now in its third year at the
local library, will be up and run-
ning throughout December.

Air Force Airman Gerremy L.
Fearson recently graduated from
basic military training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San
Antonio, Texas. The airman com-
pleted an intense, eight-week pro-
gram that included training in
military discipline and studies, Air
Force core values, physical fit-
ness, and basic warfare principles
and skills. Fearson, a 2012 gradu-
ate of Marlette High School, is the
son of George Fearson of Marlette
and Karen O-Connor. 

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Dr. Michael and Wendy Jansen
of Grand Haven announce the
birth of their son, Braeden
Michael Jansen. Braeden was
born Monday, Nov. 24, 2008 at
North Ottawa Community Hospi-
tal. He weighed 8 pounds, 15
ounces.
Katie L. Rhodes has been named

Owendale-Gagetown’s “Senior
Student of the Month” for Novem-
ber. Rhodes has been a member of
the volleyball, basketball and soft-
ball teams each year during high
school along with being a member
of the equestrian team the past 3
years. She has also been a member
of Owen-Gage’s bands, including
the marching and pep bands all 4
years, and she coached the middle
school girls’ volleyball team this
year.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Hariett Richards, who now lives
in Florida, was a guest of friends
in Cass City last Wednesday. She
is the wife of Russ Richards, high
school principal in Cass City for
many years. Before living in Cass
City she lived in Mio, where she
met her husband, a teacher there at
the time. Old ties are not soon for-
gotten. She made the trip ex-
pressly to see Mio girls compete
as they advanced to the state bas-
ketball finals. I should get the
prize for coming the farthest dis-
tance, she laughed. 

Jack Laurie, Cass City, who has
led the state’s largest farm organi-
zation for the past 7 years, was re-
elected president of the Michigan
Farm Bureau Dec. 1. The action
took place at the reorganization
meeting of the board of directors
following adjournment of the
Michigan Farm Bureau’s 74th an-
nual meeting, held for the first
time in Detroit. Laurie, a Tuscola
County dairy farmer, has served
on the Michigan Farm Bureau
board since 1966 and was vice-
president from 1977 to 1986,
when he was elected president. 

35 YEARS AGO (1983)   

How does it feel when your son
is about to be blasted 155 miles

It all started when I was a kid, a time when most of us figure enjoying
something more than we should will never become a problem “for me”.
I was wrong.
I’m a Christmas movie junkie.  I admit it; I have a problem.
My first taste of this holiday euphoria came when I was a youngster

and saw Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer for the first time.  I was
hooked and didn’t even know it.

Then came Frosty the Snowman – and the various versions that fol-
lowed – along with the Little Drummer Boy, A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas, Jack Frost, and others.

It wasn’t long before I found myself neck deep in the pit of A Christ-
mas Carol movies, from the 1951 version featuring Alastair Sim, to the
musical starring Albert Finney in 1970, to more recent editions featuring
George C. Scott and Jim Carrey in the title roles.
Later, I discovered some of the other (much) older classics, including

It’s a Wonderful Life, Miracle on 34th Street and White Christmas.
Along the way, I’ve viewed various remakes of How the Grinch Stole

Christmas as well as The Santa Clause, Home Alone, A Christmas Story,
Polar Express, etc.  I think I’ve seen them all, and most on more occa-
sions than I’d care to admit.

There were a few dark days when I even resorted to viewing (in pri-
vate, of course), National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation and Ernest
Saves Christmas.
Yeah, I know, I know. I’m so pathetic. 
They say honesty with yourself and others is vital to successfully kick-

ing an addiction, so I’m going to be brutal here: I have also partaken of
some Hallmark Christmas movies.

Hey, don’t judge.
When I was young, the cool puppets and cartoons dancing around on

the black-and-white screen at home quickly caught my attention and
became a part of Christmases I still remember.  These days, I enjoy the
escape into places and times when people can disagree without calling
one another haters, where folks demonstrate genuine love and caring,
and where the stories end on a happy note.
On the other hand, I live in reality and should probably just accept the

awful insanity all of us are subjected to day in and day out on television
and the Internet, right?

Wrong.  Maybe I’m overly optimistic, but I don’t think there’s any-
thing wrong with believing that good intentions and a little effort can
still pay off in the end, bringing about a happy ending or two in real life
during the holiday season and long after December turns into January.
It’s not that far-fetched — we see all sorts of examples of kindness and
compassion in this community year in and year out.

So maybe I shouldn’t try to kick this holiday movie madness alto-
gether.

It’s just as well. I thought I was getting a handle on the urges until I
recently passed by a DVD display and spotted a collector’s edition of
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer (I ignored the 50th anniversary part).
I picked it up.
Don’t judge (again).  The grandkids will love it.

Hartwick.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

The award of Eagle rank in
Scouting to Senior Patrol Leader
Robert Foy by his mother, Mrs. R.
I. Foy, and Chairman Frederick H.
Pinney of the troop committee
was the high spot of Monday
night’s court of honor at the high
school gymnasium. This is an
honor earned by fewer than one
per cent of the members of the
largest uniformed boys’ organiza-
tion in the world. After Mr. Pinney
had read the citation describing
Bob’s years of Scout service and
the more than twenty-one merit
badges he had earned, he handed
the silver Eagle badge to Mrs. Foy
to pin on her son.
Jack Leo Spencer, 23, son of Mr.

and Mrs. Stanley Sharrard of Cass
City, has arrived at Kent State
University at Kent, Ohio, for a
course of Army Air Force instruc-
tion lasting approximately five
months prior to his appointment
as an aviation cadet in the Army
Air Forces. During this period he
will take numerous academic
courses, as well as elementary fly-
ing training. Upon completion of
the course, he will be classified as
a pilot, navigator, or bombardier
and go on to schools of the flying
training command for training in
these specialties.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Editor Dan McCarthy, who has
been giving Gagetown a newsy
little paper for the past nine years,
announced in last week’s issue
that that number would be the last
under the present management.
He says there are a number of rea-
sons for discontinuing publica-
tion, chief among them being the
poor health of himself and Mrs.
McCarthy. They are moving to
Detroit where they will make their
home. This is the second paper to
leave the Tuscola county newspa-
per field within the past three
months.

Wm. H. Murphy carries a black
eye and the injured optic is caus-
ing considerable comment and
taking up some of Mr. Murphy’s
time in explaining “how it hap-
pened.” William gave Grover
Burke, the pharmacist at the Cass
City Drug Co. a friendly jab as he
passed him in the store Monday
afternoon. Grover was handling
wall paper at the time, and with a
roll of the paper in his hand, he
swung around with the intention
of knocking off the Murphy fe-
dora. It’s a long way from the
baseball season and Grover’s hit-
ting was not up to standard. He
missed the hat, but William’s eye
was in the way and received the
benefit of the swing. The injury
was not as nearly serious as the
color would indicate, for Mr. Mur-
phy has suffered little pain. 

into space at a speed of several
thousand miles per hour? “I
wasn’t so nervous, but she was,”
said Brewster (Bruce) Shaw. “I
was not,” responded Leone Shaw.
“I was excited. I yelled when the
shuttle took off. I gave a great big
cheer.” As seemingly the whole
world knows, or at least, most
Michiganians, their son, Brewster
Shaw Jr., is a pilot on the Colum-
bia space shuttle that was
launched from Cape Canavera1
Nov. 28. He is one of a crew of
six. It is scheduled to land this
Thursday morning at Edwards Air
Force Base in California. Mr. and
Mrs. Shaw, who returned home
last Thursday, won’t be in Califor-
nia for the landing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blas Saldana, for-
merly of Cass City, announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Angie B. Saldana, to Randall L.
Perry, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Perry of Cass City.  Angie is a
1983 graduate of Cass City High
School. Her fiancé is a 1979 Cass
City graduate. An April wedding
is being planned. 

40 YEARS AGO (1978)

Mr. and Mrs. Veron Gingrich of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Diane to
Charles Richardson, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. John Richardson of
Mayville. Diane is a 1973 gradu-
ate of Cass City High School and
is currently a licensed practical
nurse employed at Caro Regional
Mental Health Center. Charles is
a 1977 graduate of Mayville High
School and is currently a student
at Central Michigan University. A
May 18, 1979 wedding is planned. 

Groundbreaking ceremonies for
both the Tuscola Intermediate
School District special education
and vocational skill centers took
place last Wednesday with various
dignitaries present. Advertising
for construction bids probably
won’t be until March. Bonds to
pay for the taxpayer approved
projects have already been sold.
The hope is to get access roads
and drainage work done yet this
year. Completion of both build-
ings on Cleaver Road, Caro, is
scheduled by September, 1980.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Mr. and Mrs. Newell Harris and
Pamela entertained his family
Sunday at a Christmas dinner be-
fore Mr. and Mrs. Earl Harris left
Tuesday for their winter home at
Tarpon Springs, Fla. Present were
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Decker Jr.,
Nancy and Neil of Caro, Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Hampshire, Greg
and Lori and Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Harris.

Spec. 5 Roger D. Hartwick re-
ceived an honorable discharge
from the United States Army at
Fort Benning, Ga., recently and
has returned home. Specialist 5
Hartwick served two years in Ger-
many with the 89th Transportation
Co. where he was stationed at
Kaiserslautern. He took basic
training at Fort Knox, Ky., and ad-
vanced training at Fort Ord Army
Base, Monterey, California. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton

Jim McLoskey

McLoskey returns to EDC

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

When a familiar face returns to
the Tuscola County Economic De-
velopment Corporation (EDC)
early next year, it will be a home-
coming of sorts.

“I will be returning to the EDC
as the communication director in
January,” said Jim McLoskey,
who previously served as Tuscola
EDC executive director for almost
25 years before accepting another
position.
McLoskey’s primary focus in his

new position will be on establish-
ing the Tuscola County Land
Bank, according to current Tus-
cola EDC Executive Director
Steve Erickson, who made the an-
nouncement of McLoskey’s return
at a recent Cass City EDC meet-
ing.

For nearly eight years now,
McLoskey has worked as a dis-
trict representative for 31st Dis-
trict Senator Mike Green
(R-Mayville).

“Working for the EDC was very
good training for the job with Sen-
ator Green, and having worked
with Mike will continue to have a
lot of benefits when I return to the
EDC,” McLoskey said.
Returning to work at the Tuscola

EDC isn’t the only homecoming. 
Some longtime Cass City area

residents will recognize
McLoskey’s name. He worked as
editor of the Cass City Chronicle
for about a year before accepting
his first position with the EDC.

And, McLoskey was also the
news and public affairs director
for Caro’s radio station WKYO
and WIDL. Those who heard him
speak often refer to him as “the
voice” because of his distinctive
tone.
“I’m looking forward to working

again at the EDC,” he said. “Back

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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all, Cass City’s combined scores
were ranked first among Tuscola
County’s nine public school dis-
tricts.

Hartel is in his ninth year as su-
perintendent in Cass City. His ca-
reer in education spans nearly 31
years, including 27 years in the
local district, where he started out
as a teacher and was later pro-
moted to then-middle school as-
sistant principal/athletic director
and, later, middle school principal.

In other business

In other business last week, the
board:
*Reviewed the district’s 2017-18

audit report with a representative
of Anderson, Tuckey, Bernhardt
and Doran. Cass City Public
Schools received a clean bill of fi-
nancial health, according to Har-
tel, who noted school officials
were able to add roughly
$175,000 to Cass City’s general
fund balance, boosting the total to
an amount equal to nearly 20 per-
cent of the general fund budget.

*Heard from Lyle Severance,
school technology director, on
plans to establish a three-year
technology plan by the spring. In
addition, social studies teacher
Jane Ignash presented a brief pro-
gram on how Chromebooks are
being used as a learning tool in the
classroom.
Severance’s technology plan will

incorporate input from the dis-
trict’s technology team as well as
technology teams from both
buildings, according to Hartel.
The goal, he explained, is to out-

line desired equipment replace-
ment, upgrades and expansion,
along with the potential of tech-
nology-based learning tools to im-
prove student achievement, rather
than randomly requesting funding
for the department. “So, it’s a
group of people planning effective
use of technology in our district,”
he added.

*Recognized local resident
Nancy Barrios’ donation of winter
coats for elementary school stu-
dents who need them.

*Acknowledged a letter from
and thanked the family of Sherry
Dillon, a former longtime Cass
City educator who recently passed
away following a brief battle with
cancer. The letter expressed ap-
preciation for the district having

Continued from page one.

Board gives superintendent high marks
sent flowers to the family, and in-
cluded a donation of $250 to the
Cass City PTO. Dillon’s husband,
Wayne, is a former longtime Cass
City High School guidance coun-
selor.

The board also acknowledged a
letter of thanks from Joe Mer-
chant, commander, VFW Post
3644, Cass City, who lauded the

school staff and students for host-
ing area veterans during an annual
Veteran’s Day ceremony last
month. 

*Heard a brief report from stu-
dent council representative and
high school junior Taryn Pisarek,
who attends the board’s monthly
meetings.

School bond projects on agenda

ementary building.
School officials, meanwhile, expect to tackle a variety of projects both

inside and outside of the district’s aging buildings, including the high
school, which was built in 1966. The district’s newest building – the
former middle school, now Cass City Elementary School – was con-
structed about 20 years ago.
The bond extension will generate funding in three increments, and the

work will be completed over the next five to six years, according to
Hartel, who said officials will, as promised, start with installation of an
updated heating and cooling system at the high school.
“We’re also putting in new entrances at the high school and elementary

school,” Hartel noted. He explained the entrance work will actually in-
volve renovations that create a funnel of sorts from the front doors di-
rectly to the offices that all visitors will have to use in the future. “It’s
just another layer of security.”

Other projects planned at the high school over the next few years in-
clude upgrading technology; upgrading electrical service along with the
fire alarm and clock systems; and renovating science labs and rest-
rooms. Funding will also go towards band instrument storage, class-
room and art room casework, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) lab and classroom furniture.

In the elementary building, upgrades will also target the hearing/air
condition/ventilation system, including replacement of boilers; electri-
cal service, parking lot paving and playground equipment.

Continued from page one.
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Municipalities grapple with new pot law

recreational marijuana — by a
record-setting 58 percent of the
state’s eligible voters. The new
law goes into effect Dec. 6, al-
though state officials say it will be
at least a year until retail sales out-
lets will be widely established.
The Michigan Department of Li-

censing and Regulatory Affairs
(LARA) will govern the recre-
ational-use market, but rules and
regulations have not been devel-
oped yet, so recreational mari-
juana won’t be able to be sold
commercially until regulations are
developed.

Although Michigan’s law allows
for recreational use by those over
the age of 21, it is still against fed-
eral law.
On Dec. 6, residents over the age

of 21 can grow up to 12 plants for
personal use, and possess 2.5
ounces for personal use. And, the
law outlines a 10-ounce limit at a
residence, and that amounts of
more than 2.5 ounces must be in
locked containers.
What does that mean for munic-

ipalities? That’s what officials are

Continued from page one.

During the Nov. 6 election, vil-
lage residents voted five people
into office. They are: President
Jason Nicol, Treasurer Kelly
Pearce and trustees Brandon
Zdrojewski, Gabriel Turner and
Susan Schrader.

Since the first of the year, the
council has accepted several res-
ignations and approved a number
of appointments.

In February, then-village Presi-
dent David Jaroch, along with
trustees Larry Gornowicz and
Larry Wesern, tendered their res-
ignations. At that meeting, Gabriel
Turner, Jeffrey Rubin and Bran-
don Zdrojewski were sworn in.

In March, Trustee Lola Brown
was appointed as village presi-
dent, and Susan Schrader was ap-
pointed president pro-tem.

Continued from page one.

trying to figure out throughout the
Thumb.
“The new Michigan recreational

marijuana law is a very compli-
cated matter due to the ambiguity
of the language in the law,” said
Cass City Village Manager Deb-
bie Powell.

After grappling with - and then
subsequently denying  - a local
company’s request to open a med-
ical marijuana growing operation
earlier this year, some council
members wanted to learn more
about the issue in light of the vote
legalizing recreational marijuana.

Powell says village officials are
taking a proactive stance in terms
of investigating the issue.

“We participated in a legal con-
sortium of municipalities in ad-
vance of the November election to
obtain general advice regarding
marijuana matters and sample or-
dinances,” said Powell.  “The Vil-
lage contributed $700 to the
consortium, (which) hired Dickin-
son Wright, PLLC.”

In late November, Powell along
with trustees  Tom Herron, Rob
Piaskowski and Mick Kirn at-
tended a Michigan Municipal
League (MML) training seminar

in Bay City concerning the recre-
ational marijuana law.

“MML will be providing addi-
tional information and sample
municipal ordinances on their
website for their members also,”
Powell said.

In the village of Owendale, coun-
cil trustees recently discussed an
“opt-out” ordinance for marijuana
sellers in the village.

Under the state’s Medical Mari-
juana Act (MMA), if municipali-
ties did nothing, then the state
would automatically exclude mar-
ijuana sales. But under the recre-
ational marijuana law, a
municipality has to have a specific
ordinance prohibiting a marijuana
business in order to keep them
outside the municipality’s borders.

So while the state grapples with
developing guidelines, it is up to
local governments to allow or pro-
hibit marijuana businesses.
Owendale Village Council mem-

bers directed Clerk Randy
Howard to research model ordi-
nances for the council to review
and discuss during its Tuesday,
Dec. 11 meeting, which is slated
to get underway at 6:30 p.m.

More vacancies on the Ubly Village Council
In April, Brown stepped down as

president due to health reasons,
but asked to remain on the council
as a trustee.

The council then appointed
Schrader president to replace
Brown, and re-appointed Brown
as a trustee. Trustee Jason Nicol
was appointed president pro-tem.
Another appointment was neces-

sary after Trustee Victoria
Rutkowski resigned due to a
planned move outside of the vil-
lage limits. To replace her, Joe
Coddington was appointed as a
trustee.

In August, Schrader and Treas-
urer Kelly Pearce resigned.

Another round of appointments
saw Jennifer Roestel named to the
council, with Denise Gornowicz
appointed treasurer and Nicol as
village president.
The council normally meets at 7

p.m., on the first Thursday of the
month. However, because of a
children’s Christmas program
planned for Thursday, Dec. 6, the
council’s meeting will be today
(Wednesday at 7 p.m.).

In October, Jaroch presented in-
formation to the council on the
Redevelopment Ready Communi-
ties and Main Street Initiative.
The initiative enables businesses

along Main Street to become eli-
gible for grants to help fund
façade improvements.

The council approved Jaroch’s
offer to help set up the initiative
for the village. However, Jaroch
said he isn’t interested in serving
on the council again.
“No. I plan on helping Ubly from

the non-elect side,” he added.
“I’m not sure what the future
holds for Ubly. All towns are frag-
ile.”
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Christmas in the Village was
another resounding success

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The weather may have been a bit
frightful – cold and rainy to be
exact – but the crowds that poured
into Cass City for the commu-
nity’s annual Christmas in the Vil-
lage celebration Saturday were
definitely delightful.

That was the consensus of Judy
Keller, Cass City Chamber of
Commerce administrator, and
Amy Peters, owner of Knights In-
surance and organizer of the festi-
val’s wildly popular chili cook-off
competition.

The Christmas in the Village
Craft Show again proved popular,
with tight quarters in the high
school gym, forcing a few vendors
to set up shop in the nearby cafe-
teria.

“We were full. It was nice. We
had, probably, 63 different ven-
dors, but 78 booths, because some
venders take a double booth. We
were up (in vendor participation)
– this is the first year we’ve had to
have them in the cafeteria,” said
Keller, who reported the price of
admission – a food item or $1 do-
nation – resulted in collection of
140 pounds of food that will be
presented to Revive Ministries in
Cass City. “And we will also be
giving them a cash donation,” she
added.

The day kicked off with record
attendance at the Breakfast with
Santa event at the Cass City VFW
Hall. On average, 35 to 40 kids
have shown up in past years, but
Saturday saw roughly 150 young-
sters on hand, said Keller.

“It was a record-breaker,” she
added, noting the local McDon-
ald’s restaurant has been a faithful
supporter, donating all of the
sausage, pancakes and beverages
for the breakfast.
The hotly-contested Christmas in

the Village Chili Cook-off and
Chili for Charity competitions
also broke a record, with 220 peo-
ple signing up as tasters/judges for
this year’s contest.

“I think that’s the most we’ve
ever sold. So, it was a great year,”
said Peters, who reported 21 busi-
nesses participated plus another
seven groups in the Chili for Char-
ity category.

Among the entrants claiming a
full year of chili champion brag-
ging rights following the 15th an-
nual competition was the Cass
City Gavel Club, named the Chili
for Charity winner. The club will
be donating its $921 prize to the
charity of the membership’s
choice, although the recipient had
not been selected as of press time.

There was a tie in the Best Tast-
ing category, with Chemical Bank
and Kelly and Co. Reality sharing
the crown.  Anderson, Tuckey,
Bernhardt and Doran claimed the
Zesty and Spicy title, while
Angel’s Hair Salon was named
this year’s Most Creative chili
winner. Photos of the winners can
be seen page 15.

One of the few shortages during
Christmas in the Village festivities
was in the form of volunteers, a
challenge Keller faces each year.
There were, perhaps, six or seven

adults involved in assisting at the
craft show, Breakfast with Santa

and a new event in town – wagon
rides donated by the Friends of the
Thumb Octagon Barn – she said,
“and we really need more than
that.

“I’m always thankful for the
NHS (National Honor Society)
kids” from Cass City High
School, added Keller. “But we’re
always looking for volunteers, and
you don’t have to be a chamber
member to volunteer.”

All in all, it was another tremen-
dously successful town-wide cel-
ebration, according to Keller.

“It’s been an awesome day,” she
commented Saturday night as
dozens of families poured into the
VFW hall for the annual commu-
nity gathering following the
lighted Christmas parade down
Main Street.
“I can’t thank the businesses and

residents enough,” she said.
“They just pull out all the stops for
this.”

THE ANNUAL Cass City Lighted Christmas Parade

ended with the traditional arrival of Santa Clause riding

in the bucket of a DTE truck en route to the community

gathering at the Cass City VFW Hall Saturday night.
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Coaches 
call in your scores to

872-2010 or fax: 872-3810
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A Budget Hearing will be held on Monday, December 17, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. for all 
interested citizens of the Village of Cass City. 

 
The following budget is proposed for fiscal year 2019. 

 
PROPOSED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 2018 

 
 REVENUES: 
 General Fund 1,652,186 
 Major Street Fund 659,309 
 Local Street Fund 717,322 
 Economic Development Fund 400  
 Downtown Development Fund 44,644 
 Water Recreation Fund 255,190 
 Wastewater Treatment Fund 822,200 
 Water Fund 786,042 
 Motor Vehicle/Equipment Fund 432,426   
                                                             5,369,719 Operating Revenues 
           EXPENDITURES: 
 General Fund 1,652,186 
 Major Street Fund 659,309 
 Local Street Fund 717,322 
 Economic Development Fund 400  
 Downtown Development Fund 44,644 
 Water Recreation Fund 255,190    
 Wastewater Treatment Fund 734,260 
 Water Fund 786,042 
 Motor Vehicle/Equipment Fund 432,426 
                                                            5,281,779 Operating Expenses 
 

The Property Tax Millage rate to support the proposed budget was introduced on  
November 26, 2018 as follows: 

            Mills 
Village General Operating   12.4625   
Streets                   4.9162  

  PA Act 298  Landfill Maintenance                 0.0800 
PA Act 359  Promotion      0.6800   

 
Total Village Millage:                18.1387 

  
The meeting will be held at the Municipal Building, 6506 Main Street, Cass City,  
Michigan for the purpose of discussion of the proposed budget.  The proposed budget  
may be examined on weekdays at the Municipal Building, 6506 Main Street, Cass City,  
Michigan from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  All interested citizens will have the opportunity  
to give written and oral comment.   

 
 Nanette S. Walsh 
 Clerk/Treasurer 
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Long Term Smoker?
Are you aAre you a

A Lung Cancer Screening 
Could Save Your Life.

Hills & Dales General Hospital is now offering a 
Low Dose CT (Cat) Lung Cancer Screening Program.

Are you 55-77 years of age and in generally good health?

Have you smoked at least a pack of cigarettes per day for the last 30 years?

Are you a current smoker or one who has quit smoking within the last 15 years?

You may be at an increased risk of lung cancer.

Ask your provider about this lung cancer screening program or call 989-912-6235.
Early detection saves lives, call now to get started!
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CASS CITY photographer Cheryl Viney Osentoski recently captured this young, tagged Bald Eagle not

too far from her home. “My son called me and told me there were two bald eagles on Wilsie Road. My

grandson and I hopped in the car and they were just around the corner, off of Koepfgen Road,” Osen-

toski said. “There were two of them eating on a deer carcass, but the adult flew as soon as I turned onto

Wilsie. The juvenile started to fly away as I got closer, (but it) would come right back towards us.”

Free bird...

News briefs

Students collecting donations
KINGSTON — Kingston Elementary School students are conducting
a food drive through Friday, Dec. 14. Students and staff are encouraged
to bring in canned or boxed food items by the deadline.
The class that collects the most food items will win a donut party with

donuts from the North Branch Bakery. All of the food collected will be
placed in food baskets and distributed to families in Kingston.

Council approves donations
CARO — The Tuscola County Senior Advisory Council recently ap-
proved several donations.

The organization approved contributing $250 to Walk for Warmth,
$250 to Spoonfuls of Plenty, $200 to the Caro Food Pantry, $200 to the
Mayville Food Pantry, and $200 to the Vassar Food Pantry.

County represented on MAC
TUSCOLA COUNTY – Board of Commissioners member Matthew
Bierlein recently attended his last Michigan Association of Counties
(MAC) meeting.

Tuscola County has had a representative on the MACs Board for the
last 18 years. The first to serve was former commissioner Jerry Peter-
son, followed by Commissioner Thom Bardwell and Bierlein.
The only other counties that can boast that record are Wayne, Oakland

and Macomb.

E. Lee elected to cyber board
MICHIGAN — Tuscola County Information Technology Chief Infor-
mation Officer Eean Lee has been nominated and elected to the Michi-
gan Municipal Risk Management Authority (MMRMA) Technology
and Cyber Security Advisory Committee.

C. Bednarski named appointed
LANSING — Gov. Rick Snyder last week announced 37 appointments
and reappointments to multiple boards and committees across the state.
Among the appointees is Carl Bednarski of Pigeon, who will be serv-

ing on the Agricultural Preservation Fund Board.
Bednarski is president of the Michigan Farm Bureau, previously serv-

ing as the 6th district director on the Michigan Farm Bureau board of
directors. Bednarski is also founding member of the Michigan Sugar
Cooperative, served on the Michigan Sugar board of directors.

Vets program topic of meets
THUMB – The office of Congressman Paul Mitchell was scheduled to
host the Department of Veterans Affairs for two informational forums
on the future of the VA Choice Program this week in the Thumb.

Representatives from the Aleda Lutz VA Medical Center were ex-
pected to be on hand Tuesday, Dec. 4, to provide information about vet-
eran services as well as answer any questions regarding the VA Choice
Program and the new Mission Act.
The events, both free and open to the public, were slated for 1 to 2:30

p.m. at the Peppermill Restaurant, 685 N. Port Crescent St, Bad Axe;
and from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the Sandusky VFW Post, 850 S. Sandusky
Rd.

Camp counselors in demand
THUMB – It may be snowing outside, but 4-H officials are already
thinking about the Thumb Area 4-H Camp – slated for July 1-3 at Camp
Cavell in Lexington — and teen counselors are needed.

4-H teens (ages 15 to 19 years as of Jan. 1, 2019) who are interested
in becoming counselors for the 2019 Thumb Area 4-H Camp must com-
plete an application and return it to the Huron County MSU Extension
Office no later than Friday, Dec. 14.
Mandatory training sessions have been scheduled. Important dates in-

clude: Sunday, Jan. 6 – informational meeting at the Expo Center in
Bad Axe from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, April  6-7 — 4-
H camp teen counselor retreat at Camp Cavell; and Sunday, June 30 —
final 4-H counselor training before Thumb Area 4-H Camp.
More information is available by contacting Patti Errer, 4-H program

coordinator, at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 609) or via email at
errerpat@msu.edu, or Kari A. VerEllen, 4-H administrative assistant,
at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 604) or via email at verelle7@msu.edu.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Gingerbread

fest in Caro

starts today
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

Caro’s annual Gingerbread Vil-
lage Festival is this week.

The theme for the 2018 celebra-
tion is “Where Old-Fashioned Fun
is Homemade”, and organizers
have activities and events for the
entire family to enjoy.
“The animal magic show is new,

the free giveaways for all the fam-
ilies is new, the carriage rides are
a highlight,” said Caro Chamber
of Commerce Director April
Bonk. “Santa will be arriving on a
fire truck. That should be very ex-
citing for the little ones, and our
gingerbread competition has over
40 culinary students entering,
among other adults.”

The festivities get underway
today (Wednesday) with the Taste
of Caro from 5 to 7 p.m. at the
Brentwood, with local eateries
showcasing what they offer via
taste testing.

From 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thurs-
day and Friday, school children
will be giving tours and an oppor-
tunity to listen to stories and par-
ticipate in activities.

On Friday, cookies, hot choco-
late, toys and soup will be avail-
able from 5 to 9 p.m. behind
Treadeau Square; and at 6 p.m. the
Caro High School Choir will sing,
kicking off the tree-lighting cere-
mony and Santa’s arrival. Then,
from 7:30 p.m. to midnight, there
will be an ugly sweater party for
adults, along with raffle at the
Harvest restaurant, 157 N. State
St. There is also a free animal
magic show at 6:30 and again at 8
p.m.

Saturday’s events start with a
free breakfast with Santa for kids
at the American Legion Hall. The
Strand Theater will host a free
showing of the movie “Elf” at 1
p.m. And, from 4:30 to 7 p.m.,
there will be a “candy cane bowl-
ing tournament” at the Brent-
wood.
The highlight to the festival is the

gingerbread house competition,
with the winners announced at
noon Saturday.

For more information, or a
schedule of events, visit the web-
site carochamber.com.


